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Oct.    8,    1761 — Answer    approved  —  Extract    of    Coetus' 

letter 3814 

5.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Coetus  of  New  York  —  Their 
letter  of  Jan.  13,  1761,  sent  to  both  parties  —  Exhortation 

to  union  and  peace 3815 

W'lO.  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson  to  Archbishop  Seeker  —  Thanks, 
for  being  made  the  Archbishop's  proxy  in  Kings  College 
Board  —  Tutors  in  the  College  —  Rev.  Myles  Cooper  a 
proper  successor  as  President  —  Duties  of  the  President  — 
Importance  of  upright  Grovemors  and  Generals  over  the 
Province  —  Expectations  from  the  young  King  —  Hopes 
for  an  American  Bishop  —  The  churches  of  Rye,  Westches- 
ter, New  York,  Staten  Island,  Jamaica  and  Hempstead, 
partly  supported  by  the  State  —  Rev.  Mr.  Wetmore  at 
Rye  —  Rev.  Mr.  Palmer  at  Amboy  —  Rev.  Mr.  McKean  — 
Desire  for  Commissaries  here  —  Request  that  patents  for 
Manors  should  include  provision  for  churches  and  schools.  3816 
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May    V3.     Church  of  New  York  —  Petition  from  young  men  for  services 

in  English  in  the  Dutch  Church  of  New  York  —  Taken  into 

consideration 3817,  3818 

3.  Rev.  John  Arondeus,  although  suspended,  seeks  from  the 
West  India  Company  a  church  in  the  West  Indies  —  Re- 
jected with  rebukes  3818 


Table  of  Contents.  v 

1762.  PAGE. 

^Uay     13,  17,  18.     Church  of  New  York  —  Petition  from  Hardenbrook, 

Stoutenbergh  and  others,  in  reference  to  the  proposition 
of  May  3,  on  English  preaching  —  Propositions  from  Rit- 
zema,  to  call  a  Professor  of  Theology  who  can  also  preach 
in  English;  or  to  call  an  English  preacher,  who  shall  have 
a  separate  Consistory  —  Fear  lest  an  English-speaking 
minister  might  endanger  their  charter  privileges  —  Such  a 
minister  must  subscribe  the  Netherland  Church  Formulas, 
and  be  a  colleague  with  the  Dutch  ministers,  yet  not  be 
supported  by  the  present  estates  of  the  Dutch  church  — 
Further  proposals  about  the  relations  and  support  of  an 
English-speaking  minister  —  The  Charter  and  the  Confir- 
matory Act  to  be  examined  —  The  Confirmatory  Act  not 
opposed  to  an  English  minister  —  Plan  of  two  Consis- 
tories proposed   3819,  3821 

June  7.  Rev.  Cornelius  Blaauw  called  to  Pompton,  etc. —  Call  ap- 
proved, and  Mr.  Blaauw  installed  for  said  field,  by  Classis 
—  Certain  rhymed  Psalms,  and  treatises  by  Mr.  Busing, 
approved  —  Report  of  Committee  on  the  Rhymed  Psalms.  3821 

3822 
7.  Rev.  Abraham  Keteltas  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  A 
Presbyterian,  but  called  to  the  Dutch  churches  of  Queens 
County  —  Certificates  of  Ritzema,  De  Ronde,  etc.,  endorse 
him  —  Accepts  the  Westminster  Confession  and  Scotch  Di- 
rectory of  Worship  —  Was  educated  in  and  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Dutch  Church  —  Pastor  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Elizabethtown,  N.  J.  —  Moves  to  Jamaica  — 
Called  by  the  Dutch  churches  —  Hopes  to  unite  them  fra- 
ternally together  (see  Oct.  7,  1762) 3823-3825 

July  6,  12.    Church  of  New  York  —  Plan  of  Mr.  Lott,  Jr.,  for  calling 

an    English-speaking    minister  —  Not    acceptable    to    the 
opposition    (Hardenbrook,  etc.) — Difficulties  of  the  Con- 
y  sistorv  — \Legal    advice   as   to    documents   of   call   to   be 
Bough^ 3826,  3827 

July  27-Aug.  6.  Synod  of  North  Holland  —  Calls  of  Blaauw  to  Pomp- 
ton  and  of  Van  Harlingen  to  Millstone  and  Nechanic  — 
Churches  of  North  and  South  Hampton  and  Amwyl.  3827,  3828 

Aug.  Classis  receives  letter  from  the  Conferentie  of  Oct.  15, 1761.  3828 

18,  26.  Church  of  New  York  —  Report  of  Committee  on  calling 
an  English-speaking  minister  —  Referred  to  the  Great 
Consistory  —  Protest  presented  —  Matter  referred,  with 
amendment,  to  the  Ruling  Consistory  —  Record  of  29 
names  of  Great  Consistory,  favoring  an  English  minister.  3828- 

3830 

Sept.       6.     Call  of  Rev.  Gerard  D.  Cock  (Kok)  to  Rhinebeck,  approved 

by  Classis  —  The  Pamphlets  of  Leydt  and  Ritzema  —  The 
former  arraigns  the  Classis  —  Committee  to  report  on 
them  —  (See  Oct.  4) 3830,  3831 
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Sept.  19.  Church  of  New  York  —  Amendments  to  Plan  for  calling  an 
English  minister  —  Protest  —  Subscription  for  his  support 
to  be  circulated 3831 

Oct.        4.    Report  on  the  two  Pamphlets  of  Leydt  and  Ritzema,  and  on 

the  Coctus  of  New  York — (See  Sept.  6)  —  Letters  to  be 
written  to  the  Ck>etu8,  expressing  the  displeasure  of  Classis, 
and  that  they  had  violated  the  terms  of  their  organization 

—  Classis  cannot  recognize  them  as  the  Coetus;  that  the 
Classis  only  desires  their  subordination  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Coetus  itself  —  The  matter  to  be  referred  to  the  Synod 

—  Also  a  letter  to  be  sent  to  the  Conf erentie  —  Rev.  Ger- 
ard D.  Cock  (Kok)  finally  examined  and  ordained  for 
church  of  Rhinebeck   3831-3833 

V/  6.  Archbishop  Seeker  to  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson  —  Rev.  Myles 
Cooper  —  Royal  help  for  the  New  York  College  —  Satirical 
pamphlet  of  some  American  Dissenter  on  the  advantages 
of  conforming  to  the  Church  of  England  —  (See  Jan.  6, 
1763) — Incorporation  of  a  Society  at  Boston  for  Propa- 
gating Christian  knowledge  among  the  Indians;  apparently 

in  opposition  to  the  English  Society 3833,  3834 

7.  The  Conferentie  ministers  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  on 
the  call  of  Rev.  Abraham  Keteltas  to  the  churches  of 
Queens  County  —  His  doctrinal  examination  by  them  not 
entirely  satisfactory;  yet  recommended  to  the  favorable 

action  of  Classis 3834-3836 

•19,  29.     Church  of  New  York  —  Further  opposition  to  the  call  of 

an  English  minister 3837,  3838 

Dec.  Vl6.  Chu/ch  of  New  York  —  Plan  for  saving  the  Rights  and  Privi- 
leges of  the  Dutch  Church  of  New  York,  in  calling  an  Eng- 
glish-speaking    minister  —  Eight    Articles  —  Leasing    the 

estates  on  the  Manor  of  Fordham 3838-3840 

vxOther  items  in  1762 3840 

1763. 

Jan.  ^6.  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson  to  Archbishop  Seeker  —  The  satiri- 
cal pamphlet  alluded  to  (Oct.  6,  1762)  to  be  answered  by 

Rev.   Mr.   Beach 3841 

6.  Church  of  New  York  —  Further  propositions  about  calling 
an  English-speaking  minister  —  A  committee  to  write  to 

Holland  for  an  English-speaking  minister 3841,  3842 

11.  Rev.  Warmoldus  Kuypers  called  to  Curacoa  by  the  West 
India  Company  —  Approved  by  Classis  —  Preliminary  ex- 
amination —  Classis  receives  a  letter  from  the  Conferentie 
of  Oct.  15,  1761  —  Answer  approved  —  Also  a  letter  from 
Ritzema,  etc.,  of  Oct.  7,  1762;  and  one  from  Rev.  Ab.  Ke- 
teltas of  June  7,  1702,  respecting  his  call  to  Queens 
Coimty  —  Must  pledge  himself  to  sign  the  Formulas  of 
Concord  —  Extract  of  letter  from  Queens  CJounty,  June 
7,   1762    3842-3846 
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Jan.      11.     Claasie  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Conferentie  —  Their  letter  of 

Oct.  16,  1761,  received  —  Have  since  received  Leydt's  pam- 
phlet (of  Aug.  12,  1760)  and  two  copies  of  Ritzema's 
Reply  (Oct.  15,  1761)  —  Regret  the  failure  of  union  be- 
tween the  Coctus  and  (Donferentie  —  Greatly  displeased 
with  Leydt's  pamphlets,  but  pleased  with  Ritzema's  pamph- 
let, although  Ritzema  not  pleased  with  Classical  letter  — 
Classis  insists  on  a  majority  of  votes  deciding  a  matter, 
subject  to  appeal  —  Churches  of  New  Netherland  have  not 
the  right  to  examine  and  ordain,  but  only  the  Classis  — 
This  has  always  been  the  Rule  —  Extracts  from  letters  of 
1698  and  1700,  to  prove  this,  and  many  others  —  Proof 
from  other  sources  —  Requests  sent  to  Classis  for  permis- 
sion to  ordain  in  certain  cases  —  Requests  granted,  with- 
out establishing  precedents  —  Reasons  why  absolute  power 
to  do  these  things  could  not  be  granted  —  Subordination 
to  the  Classis  not  destroyed  by  the  establishment  of  the 
Ck)etus  —  Importance  of  re-establishing  the  now  disrupted 
Coetus  —  Proofs  that  the  Coetus  did  not  intend  to  destroy 
subordination  —  Rules  of  Coetus  acknowledge  subordina- 
tion —  Chassis  gave  permission  only  for  a  subordinated 
Coetus  —  All  the  Correspondence  confirms  this  —  Coetus 
recognized  the  superiority  of  Classis  by  asking  permission 
in  special  cases  to  examine  and  ordain  —  Action  of  Classis 
on  proposal  to  establish  an  American  Classis  and  an 
American  University  —  Action  of  the  Synod  against  these 
Plans  for  successive  years  —  Illegality  of  the  Acts  of 
those  seeking  an  American  Classis  —  Significance  of  graded 
Ecclesiastical  Bodies  —  Action  of  Classis:  Cannot  ap- 
prove the  ordinations  by  the  Coetus,  in  their  own  name, 
as  regular;  but  will  not,  for  the  sake  of  love  and  peace, 
repudiate  them  —  Classis  may  grant  permission  to  ordain, 
in  extraordinary  cases  —  Hopes  for  peace  and  union.  3846-3851 
11.  The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Coetus  —  Had  received 
Rev.  John  Leydt's  Pamphlet,  "  True  Liberty  the  Way  to 
Peace  "  —  Displeased  and  indignant  over  it  because  of  its 
language  toward  the  Classis  and  Synod  —  The  obligations 
of  the  American  churches  to  the  Classis  —  Had  the  Coetus 
a  right  to  change  itself  into  a  Classis,  and  ordain  T  — 
(Same  points  as  in  preceding  letter  for  many  pages)  — 
The  Classis  does  not  usurp  power  —  Leydt  slanders  the 
Classis  —  The  Coetus  is  subordinated  to  Classis  —  The 
Classis  desires  only  to  serve  the  American  churches  — 
Independency  of  the  Classis  would  bring  the  loss  of  civil 
freedom   to   the   church  —  To   promote    peace   and   unity, 

the  Classis  has  been  moderate  in  her  demands 3851-3853 

^18.  Church  of  New  York  to  Messrs.  Longueville  and  Brinshall 
of  Amsterdam  —  Request  their  assistance  in  securing  an 
English-speaking  minister  —  Gradual  change  oi  \aTV^<8L\t,^ 
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from  Dutch  Church  by  services  continued  only  in  Dutch 

—  Now  an  English  colony  —  English  churches  largely 
made  up  of  descendants  of  the  Dutch  —  Anxious  to  win 
them  back  by  English  preaching  —  Many,  for  selfish  rea- 
Bonsj  oppose  the  introduction  of  English  preaching  in  the 
Dutch  churches  —  The  English  minister  to  be  supported 
only  by  private  subscriptions  —  £420  subscribed;  present 
salary  to  be  £300;  equal  to  2000  guilders;  probable  in- 
crease—  Qualifications  demanded  —  Many  more  English- 
speaking  ministers  will  be  wanted  —  Name  of  Rev.  Archi- 
bald Laidlie  suggested  3853-3856 

Mar.  18.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Mr.  Keteltas  —  Letters  re- 
ceived about  his  call  to  Queens  County  —  Classis  pleased, 
but  a  difficulty  as  to  his  doctrine  of  the  person  of  Christ 

—  Will  accept  him  when  these  difficulties  are  cleared 
away 3857 

18.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Revs.  Ritzema,  De  Ronde,  Van  Sin- 
deren  and  Rubel  —  Their  letter  received  about  call  of  Rev. 
Keteltas  —  Classis  pleased  with  the  call — Request  them 
to  labor  with  Keteltas  as  to  his  doctrinal  difiSculties  — 
References  to  letters  of  Classis  of  Jan.  11,  to  the  Confer- 

entie  and  to  the  Coetus 3858,  3850 

18.    Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  churches  of  Queens  County  — 

Their  call  to  Rev.  Keteltas 3850 

Plan  of  Classis  of  Amsterdam  for  the  introduction  of  an 
English-speaking  minister  into  the  Dutch  Church  of  New 
York  City  (Dutch  and  English) 3859-3861 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  —  Extract  from  a  letter  of  Rev.  John 
Ritsema  of  Nov.  21,  1762,  to  Rev.  [Winoldus]  Budde  — 
Pleased  that  the  pamphlets  of  Rev.  Leydt,  1760,  and  his 
own,  1762,  have  been  received  —  Leydt  had  also  published 
a  Rejoinder  to  Ritzema  —  Complains  of  the  divisions  ex- 
isting—  Rev.  Verbryck  still  holds  on  to  his  Project  of  an 
Academy  in  New  Jersey  —  Requests  Rev.  Budde  to  de- 
liver his  letters  to  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  in  defence 
of  Rev.  Leydt's  accusations  against  him  —  Complains  of 
other  Coetus  ministers  —  Speaks  of  the  desirability  of  an 
English-speaking  minister,  who  can  also  be  a  Professor  of 

Theology  in  America 8862 

Acts  of  Deputies  —  Extract  from  a  letter  of  Rev.  John 
Leydt,  of  March  23,  1763  —  Personal  ease  would  induce 
him  to  disregard  the  divisions  existing,  but  duty  con- 
strains him  to  work  —  Sends  the  three  pamphlets  over  — 
(his  own  of  Aug.  12,  1760;  Ritzema's  of  Oct.  15,  1761; 
and  his  own  second  pamphlet  of  Feb.  19,  1762) — These 
treat  of  the  Rights  of  Ruling  Elders;  of  the  Rights  of  the 
Majority  Vote;  of  the  Right  of  the  Coetus  to  ordain; 
of  the  non-Right  of  the  Classis  to  issue  orders  to  the 
Coetus;    of   the   character  of   Subordination  —  The   last         | 
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three,  he  thinks,  should  be  settled  in  short  order  —  Goetus 
should  be  independent,  belonging  only  to  the  Synod,  and 
be  on  an  equality  with  the  Classes  —  This  would  add 
lustre  to  the  Church,  and  keep  it  pure  in  doctrine  and 

discipline 3862,  3863 

liar.  t^26.    Bev.  Samuel  Seabury  to  the  Society  for  Propagating  the 

Gospel  —  Intrusion  of  Kev.  Mr.  Treadwell  into  the  parish 

of  Jamaica    3863 

S/  80.    Archbishop   Seeker  to   Rev.   Dr.   Samuel   Johnson  —  Refer- 
ence to  the  violent  pamphlet  against  the  English  Church 

—  Efforts  to  be  made  to  have  Bishops  in  America  — 
References  to  Revs.  Chandler,  Burton,  Palmer,  Punder- 
son;  and  to  the  churches  of  Rye,  Hartford;  also  to  Kings 
College  and  Rev.  Dr.  Cooper  —  The  case  of  Mr.  Charlton 

—  Rev.  Mr.  Beach  to  write  an  anonymous  reply  to  the 
Dissenter's  pamphlet   3864,  3866 

April    ^1.    Rev.  John  Ritzema  to  Rev.  W.  Budde  —  Extract:     Chaotic 

state  of  the  Church  in  America;  tendency  to  Independ- 
ency; opposition  to  a  majority  vote;  difficulties  of  restor- 
ing the  Coetus   3866 

6.  The  Coetus  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Extract :  Failure 
of  their  efforts  to  unite  with  the  Conferentie;  do  not 
desire  the  Classis  to  be  partizan;  the  right  of  the  Coetus 
to  ordain;  is  equal  to  a  Classis;  desires  the  recognition 
of  the  Classis  to  this  end;  commissions  Rev.  Jacob  R. 
Hardenberg  to  represent  Coetus  before  Classis 8866 

11.  Church  of  New  York  —  Anti-English  preaching  party,  under 
Hardenbroek,  etc.,  make  accusations  against  the  Consist- 
ory, while  refusing  to  recognize  them 3866,  3867 

11.  Classis  approves  letters  to  Rev.  Keteltas;  to  Ritzema,  etc., 
of  the  Conferentie;  to  the  Consistory  of  the  Four  com- 
bined congregations  —  Plan,  to  introduce  an  English-speak- 
ing minister  into  Dutch  Church  of  New  York,  approved  — 
Letter  read  from  Rev.  Jakson  and  answer  approved  — 
Rev.  Warmoldus  Kuypers  examined,  and  assigned  to 
church  of  Curacoa 3867,  3868 

11.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  William  Jakson  —  The  schism 
in  the  church;  the  pamphlet  of  Rev.  Leydt;  referred  to 
the  letter  of  Classis  to  the  Coetus  on  these  points;  Classis 
sides  with  the  Conferentie;  cannot  direct  his  Consistory 
to  let  him  attend  the  Coetus;  his  mistaken  views  about 
Keteltas  and  Ritzema;  grieved  at  his  zeal  which  the 
Classis  considers  mistaken   3868,  3869 

14.  Church  of  New  York  —  Manor  of  Fordham  —  The  anti- 
English  preaching  party  —  The  Plan  for  English  preach- 
ing to  be  recorded 3869,  3870 

liaj  2.  Report  of  Committee  on  Leydt's  second  pamphlet  —  Com- 
plaint of  Ritzema  about  being  falsely  charged  of  writing 
to  the  Synod  in  1757 ^%1^ 
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May  2.  Glassis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Weldrick  of  Guracoa  —  Refer- 
ences to  the  appointment  of  Rev.  Warmoldus  Kuypers  to 
that   field    3870,  3871 

-June       8.    The  Conferentie,  through  Rev.  Ritzema,  to  the  Classis  of 

Amsterdam  —  Accept  decision  of  Classis  on  the  majority 
vote;  sorry  the  Classis  had  not  dealt  on  their  claimed 
disruption  of  the  Coetus;  their  desire  for  regularity  of 
procedure 3871 

June  8,  July  6,  16.  Church  of  New  York — Answer  of  Classis  re- 
specting an  English-speaking  minister,  read  —  Prepara- 
tion of  the  Psalms  in  English  rhyme  —  Rev.  Archibald 
Laidlie  recommended  by  Classis  as  preacher  in  English . .  3872 

3873 

July  18.  The  charges  against  Ritzema,  about  a  certain  letter,  re- 
ferred to  the  Deputies  —  Request  of  the  Coetus  of  New 
York,  per  Rev.  Hardenberg,  referred  to  same  Committee 

—  Reports  of  the  Deputies. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  —  Their  report  in  the  case  of  the 
false  accusation  against  Rev.  Ritzema  about  his  writing  a 
certain  letter;  Ritzema  acquitted  —  Report  on  the  request 
of  the  Coetus,  through  Rev.  Hardenberg;  that  the  Classis 
of  Amsterdam  would  change  the  Coetus  of  New  York 
into  a  Classis,  and  advise  the  Conferentie  brethren  to  favor 
this  change  —  Hardenberg  himself  was  ordained  contrary 
to  wish  of  Classis;  although  his  ordination  subsequently 
recognized;  the  requests  of  the  Coetus  already  decided; 
the  friends  of  the  Coetus,  through  Leydt,  have  insulted 
the  Classis;  the  Conferentie  stand  by  Classis;  letters  to 
be  written  to  both  parties;  these  presented  and  approved; 
the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  only  has  the  right  to  ordain 
for  New  York;  proofs;  Classis  must  persevere  in  its 
course;  extracts  from  Leydt's  pamphlet  read;  report 
adopted,   and   confirmed 3873-3877 

20.  Consistory  of  New  York,  per  Rev.  De  Ronde,  to  Classis  of 

Amsterdam  —  Extract :  Gratified  at  the  action  of  Classis 
about  an  English-speaking  minister  —  Have  determined  to 
call  Rev.  Laidlie  3877,  3878 

21.  Church   of   New   York  —  Call   to   Rev.   Archibald   Laidlie: 

Salary  to  be  by  subscription,  not  from  income  of  proper- 
ties; reference  to  change  of  language;  duties  of  the  Eng- 
lish-speaking preacher;  conditions  and  terms  —  Note  to 
the   Classia^   3878-3880 

22.  Opponents  of  English  preaching  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam 

—  Their  side  declared  to  be  not  so  weak  as  represented; 
refusal  of  the  Consistory  to  accept  their  suggestions; 
charge  that  the  Consistory  was  elected  illegally;  their  pro- 
test; other  supposed  irregularities 3880,  3881 
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July     26-Aug.  4.    Synod  of  North  Holland  —  Article  4:     Rev.  Jacob 

R.  Hardenberg  received  as  delegate  from  the  Goetus; 
presents  a  letter  from  Goetus  —  Article  38 :  Dismissal  of 
Rev.  Gock  to  Gamp  and  Rhinebeck  —  Article  47:  Refer- 
ences to  Jonathan  Du  Bois;  and  to  the  church  at  Amwell 
and  Rev.  Stapel  —  Article  48 :  New  York  and  New  Jersey, 
Report  of  the  Gommittee  on  Leydt's  pamphlet;  action  of 
the  Glassis  of  Amsterdam  on  Hardenberg's  mission; 
Glassis  had  refused  to  change  the  Goetus  into  a  Glassis; 
consideration  of  Ritzema's  letter  of  June  8,  1763;  and  of 
the  letter  of  Goetus,  per  Hardenberg;  action  of  Glassis  of 
Amsterdam  confirmed  by  Synod;  further  action  of  Synod 
thereon. 
Action  of  Synod  on  Ritzema's  complaint  against  Leydt,  re- 
specting certain  (forged)  letters,  said  to  have  been  written 
by  Ritzema  —  Ritzema  vindicated 3882-3886 

Aug.   1^0.    Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson  to  Archbishop  Seeker  —  Rev.  Mr. 

Beach's  answer  to  the  anonymous  book  against  Episcopacy 
—  Necessity  of  Bishops  in  America  —  Kings  Gollege  .3887,  3888 

Sept.      6.    Action   of   Synod   of    1763   about   New   York,   reported   to 

Glassis  of  Amsterdam  —  Letter  from  New  York  of  June 
8,  received  —  Glassis  approves  of  call  of  New  Yoric  on 

Rev.  Laidlie   3888,  3889 

V28.  Archbishop  Seeker  to  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson  —  Refer- 
ences to  the  anonymous  book  against  Episcopacy,  to  Soci- 
ety for  Propagating  Ghristian  Knowledge;  possibility  of 

Bishops  in  America    3889 

>/    Second  Petition  of  the  Lutheran  Ghurch  of  New  York  for 

a  Gharter  — Review  of  their  history  in  New  York. .  3890,  3891 
V  First  Presbyterian  Ghurch  in  Albany 3801 

Oct.        3.    Acts  of  the  Deputies  —  Abstract  of  letter  from  Opponents 

of  Laidlie  —  Glassis  approves  letters  to  the  Goetus,  to  the 
Gonferentie,  to  Rev.  John  Ritzema,  to  the  protesters 
against  the  call  of  Rev.  Laidlie  —  Rev.  Laidlie  accepts 
call  to  New  York;  is  to  be  installed  for  New  York,  in 

Amsterdam —  ( See  Dec.  5) 3892,  3893 

3.  Glassis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Goetus  —  Leydt's  pamphlet  and 
Hardenberg's  mission  to  Glassis  —  Requests  rejected ;  Rea- 
sons;  confirmatory  action  of  the  Synod;   exhortation  to 

prudence  in  their  course  of  action 3893-3895 

3.  Glassis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Gonferentie  —  Action  of  Synod 
on  requests  of  the  Goetus  —  Vindication  of  Ritzema  in 
reference  to  the  letters  forged  in  his  name  —  Denunciation 
of  Leydt's  pamphlets  —  Hardenberg's  mission  to  Glassis  — 
Synodical  action  thereon  —  Must  seek  to  have  the  new 
ministers  belong  to  the  Gonferentie,  as  subordinate  to 
Glassis  —  Exhortation  to  brotherly  love    3895-3897 
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Oct.        3.    Classis  of  AmBterdam  to  Rev.  John  Ritzema  —  His  complete 

vindication  in  reference  to  the  Saugerties  letters  —  Laid- 

lie's  call    3897,  3898 

^  3.    Classis    of   Amsterdam   to   the   opponents    of    an    English 
preacher  —  Reasons  for  granting  the  request  for  English 

preaching  —  Exhortation  to  these  opponents 3898,  3899 

y  6,    20.    Church  of  New  York  —  Opponents  of  English  preaching 
desire    to   vote  —  Petition    against    their    voting  —  Their 

vote  refused    3900,  3901 

28.  German  Reformed  Church,  New  York  City  —  Place  them- 
selves formally  under  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam 3901 

Nov.      13.    Sir  Wm.  Johnson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  —  Importance  of 

proper  missionaries  among  the  Indians  —  Indian  suspicion 
of  land  seekers  —  The  Jesuit  missionaries  —  New  edition 

of  Indian  Prayer  Book 3901,  3902 

17.  The  Conferentie  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam — Doctrinal 
views  of  Rev.  Ab.  Keteltas  —  Desire  for  another  minister 
on  Long  Island  —  Anxiety  for  letters  from  Holland  —  The 
Pamphlets  of  Leydt  and  Ritzema  —  Hardenberg's  visit  to 

Holland  —  Fishkill  and  Tappan 3902,  3903 

24.  Rev.  de  Ronde  to  one  of  the  Deputies  at  Amsterdam  —  The 
call  of  Rev.  Laidlie  —  De  Ronde's  translation  of  the  Cate- 
chism into  English,  styled  "A  System  of  Truth  "  —  Many 
errorists  abroad  —  Description  of  some  of  them  —  Criti- 
cisms of  his  "  System  "  — Coetus  brethren  favor  these  er- 
rorists —  Sends  copy  of  his  "  System  "  to  the  English  min- 
isters of  Classis;  desires  approbation  of  Classis  thereon; 
also  their  disapprobation  of  "Marshall  on  Sanctifica- 
tion  "  —  Presbyterians  in  New  York  —  P.  S.  Further  re- 
marks on  Marshall's  book  —  Works  of  Dickson  and  Bel- 
lamy against  these  errorists 3903-3907 

Dec.        5.    Papers  of  dismission  of  Rev.  Archibald  Laidlie  —  Installa- 
tion in  Amsterdam  of  the  Rev.  Laidlie  for  the  church  of 

New  York   3907,  3908 

7.  Lieut.  Gov.  Colden  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  —  On  the  former 
request,  1759,  of  the  Lutherans  for  a  Charter  —  Grov.  De 
Lancey  favorably  inclined,  but  feared  applications  from 
dissenters  —  Petition  recently  renewed,  Sept.  29,  but  re- 
fused for  same  reasons  as  before;  but  to  be  laid  before  the 
Lords  of  Trade  —  Besides  the  Charter  to  the  Church  of 
England,  only  four  other  Charters  granted,  all  made  to 
Dutch  Churches  —  Doubtful  legality  of  these  (?)  — 
Dangerous  to  give  Charters  to  dissenters  and  others  —  See 

July  13,  1764 : 3908 

7.  Church  of  New  York  —  Because  of  the  acceptance  of  the  call 
by  Rev.  Laidlie,  a  gallery  must  be  constructed  in  his 
church 3909 
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Dec.  ^  20.    Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson  to  Archbishop  Seeker  —  Answers 

to  the  anonymous  book  against  the  Church  of  England  — 
Desirability  of  training  Indian  lads  at  Kings  College  — 
Necessity  of  a  Bishop  —  Fanaticisms  in  New  England^ 
Missionaries    needed    there  —  Evil    of    Charter    Qovem- 

ments 3909,  3910 

W   Origin  of  St.  Paul's  Church,  New  York  City 3910,  3911 

V  Other  items  in  1763  3911,  3912 

ITM. 
Jam.       8.     Church  of  New  York  —  Enlargement  of  the   New   Church 

(Cedar  and  Nassau  Streets)    3912 

20.  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  —  Request  to  abolish 
the  Jesuit  Missions  —  Their  lands  would  endow  an  Eng- 
lish Bishoprick  in  Canada,  etc 3912,  3913 

k25.    Call  of  Rev.  Johann  Michael  Kern  to  German  Church  in 

New  York 3913 

Feb.      10.    Church   of   New  York  —  John  Montanye   and  his   lists  of 

names  —  Adrian  Van  der  Sman  charged  before  Consistory 
with  forging  Domine  Ritzema's  name  in  reference  to  his 

call  to   Saugerties  —  Discharged   from  office 3914 

liiar.        8,  14,  18.    Consistory  of  New  York  to  Classis  of  Amsterdam  — 

account  of  Van  der  Sman's  forgery  of  Domine  Ritzema's 
name,  and  of  that  of  the  Consistory  of  Saugerties,  in  order 
to  intrude  into  the  ministry  —  Opponents  of  English 
preaching  —  Enlargement   of   New   Church  —  Petition   in 

behalf  of  Van  der  Sman,  rejected 3914,  3915 

19.  Acts  of  the  Deputies  —  Letters  from  West  Indies;  Also 
from  Rev.   de  Ronde,  concerning  his  translation  of  the 

Catechism  —  Book  conditionally  approved 3915,  3916 

23,  April    1.    Church   of   New   York  —  Plan  of   seats    in   New 

Church  —  Arrival  of  Rev.  Laidlie 3916,  3917 

V26.  Rev.  Samuel  Seabury  to  Society  for  Propagating  the  Gos- 
pel—  Prayer  Books  and  tracts  received  for  Jamaica  — 
Opposition  of  infidelity  and   Quakerism  —  Small   church 

attendance 3917 

April      2.    Account  of  church  of  St.  Martins,  W.  I. —  Letters  to  West 

-Indies  approved  —  Letter  from  De  Ronde  read  in  Classis, 
and  report  on  his  book  by  the  Deputies  approved  —  Let- 
ters from  Jakson  and  Stapel  to  be  answered 3917-3920 

2.    Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Conferentie  —  Action  of  the 

Synod  and  the   Classis,  on   the  Coetus  and  Conferentie 

affairs,  sent  for  circulation  among  those  subordinate  to 

the  Classis  —  A  copy  of  the  same  given  to  Hardenberg. . . .  3920 

4,  9.    Church  of  New  York  —  Proposals  of  "  The  Dutch  party  " 

to  the  Consistory,  in  reference  to  English  preaching.  3920,  3921 
1.    Church  of  New  York  —  Preparations  made  for  an  English 
edition  of  the  Heidelberg  Catechism,  with  proof  texts; 
for  the  purchase  of  musical  type  for  an  English  Psalm 
Book ^W\,^«a. 
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May       7.    Letters  from  Ritzema  received;   also  from  New  York  Con- 
sistory—  Private  answers  to  be  sent  to  Rev.  Jakson 3022 

14,  22.    Church    of    New    York  —  Completing    repairs    in    New 

Church  —  Versification  of  the  Psalms  in  English  3922 

June       4.     Classis  approves  letters  to  be  sent  to  De  Ronde  and  Con- 
sistory of  New  York    3923 

4.     Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  De  Ronde  —  Classis  adheres 

to  former  Act  on  conditional  approval  of  his  book 3923 

4.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Consistory  of  New  York  —  Allusion 

to  action  of  Consistory  in  case  of  Van  der  Sman  —  Hopes 
for  harmony  in  Consistory  by  arrival  of  domino 
Laidlie 3923,  3924 

5.  Church  of  New  York  —  English  translation  of  the  Heidel- 

berg Catechism,  approved    3924 

18.  German  church   of  New  York  —  Domine  Kern   invited  to 

attend  the  Conferentie  —  Church  places  itself  under  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam   3924,  3925 

19,  20.    Efforts  for  union  between  the  Coetus  and  Conferentie..  3925 

..   3926 

20,  21.    Proceedings  of  the  Conferentie,  now,  for  the  first,  organ- 

Iized  as  an  Ecclesiastical  Assembly,  with  Elders — ^Affairs 
at  Poughkeepsie,  Tappan  and  Fishkilw- Student  Lydek- 
ker  asks  to  be  examined 3926,  3927 

21.  "The    Assembly   Subordinate    to    the    Rev.    Classis"     (the 

organized  Conferentie)  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  — 
Account  of  the  efforts  for  union  —  Their  new  formal 
"  Organization  ** —  References  to  their  successive  Acts  — 
The  conduct  and  arguments  of  the  Coetus  —  Reports  of 
Hardenberg  as  to  the  feelings  of  individual  members  of 
Classis,  in  favor  of  the  Coetus  —  Refusal  of  domines 
Laidlie  and  Meyer,  with  their  elders,  to  join  in  organiz- 
ing the   Conferentie  —  The  positions  of  domines   Blaaw, 

Westerlo,  Kern   3927-3930 

29.    Church  of  New  York  —  Manor  of  Fordham  —  Francis  Hop- 
kinson  to  versify  the  Psalms  in  English  for  the  Dutch 

Church 3931 

July         T    Revs.  Ritzema  and  De  Ronde  to  the  Consistory  of  Kingston 

on  the  Meyer  case  —  Meyer  bound  by  his  call  to  submit 

to  the  Classis  —  If  not  should  be  put  under  censure 3930 

5.  Rev.  Johannes  Ritzema  to  Rev.  Winoldus  Budde;  with  Post- 
script of  Sept.  7  —  Displeased  with  the  conduct  of  domine 
Laidlie  in  not  joining  the  Conferentie  —  Laidlie  seems 
pleased  with  the  idea  of  an  American  Academy  and  Classis 
—  Domine  Cornelius  Blaaw  —  Proposal  to  send  candidates 
over,  to  be  located  here,  after  their  arrival  —  Congrega- 
tions thus  supplied  would  pay  any  reasonable  expense  — 
P.  S.  Domine  Erickson  has  dictated  a  letter  (July  16)  — 
He  is  feeble,  and  his  church  is  divided  —  No  minister  yet 
received  for  Queens  county 3931-^938 
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July     12,  13.    Church  of  New  York  —  Conditions  for  selling  pews  in  the 

New  Church   (Cedar  Street)    3033,  3084 

12.    Rev.  H.  Meyer  to  Rev.  Ritzema  —  Acts  of  the  Convention 
to  seek  Union  laid  before  Kingston  Consistory  —  Willing 
to  become  "  subordinate  to  Classis  of  Amsterdam  " .  3034,  3035 
\f  13.    Lords  of  Trade  to  Lieut.  Goy.  Colden  —  Petition  of  Luther- 
ans for  a  Church  Charter,  denied 3035 

16.  Rev.  Rhineha^t  Erickson  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  — 
Complains  of  ill-treatment  by  Rev.  Leydt  and  party  — 
His  call  to  Hackensack  in  1725,  and  his  ordination 
therefor  —  Subsequent  calls  —  Early  disuse  of  the  Dutch 

—  English  services  preferred  —  Confesses  to  intoxication 
on  a  certain  occasion  —  His  trial  and  unlimited  sentence 

—  Further  action  on  his  case  —  Condemned,  unheard,  by 
the  Coetus,  and  his  pastoral  relation  dissolved  —  Char- 
acters of  the  witnesses  against  him 3935-3030 

1/17.  Petition  of  Sir  James  Jay  to  the  King  in  behalf  of  Kings 
College  —  Its  origin  —  Necessity  of  more  ministers  —  Zeal 
of  Romish  priests  —  Design  of  this  College  —  Its  governors 

—  Necessity  of  endowment  —  About  £5000  already  raised 

—  Request  for  a  grant  of  20,000  acres  of  land,  of  the 
Crown  land,  free  for  rent —  (See  July  23) 3040,  3041 

18.  Church  of  New  York  —  Further  improvement  of  the  New 
Church    (Cedar    Street) — Sale    of    Manor   of    Fordham 

lands    3041,  3042 

^  28.  Lords  of  Trade  to  the  Privy  (Ik>uncil  —  Petition  of  James 
Jay  for  20,000  acres  of  land  for  Kings  College,  granted  — 

(See  July  17)    3042 

25.    Revs.  Freyenmoet,  Meyer  and  Cock  to  Classis  of  Amster- 
dam—  Van  Hoevenberg  to  be  kept  under  censure  until 
Synod  gives  its  decision  —  Action  approved  by  (Ik>nferentie. 
Synodflia  —  Classis  reports  that  its  Committee  ad  res 
Exteras  had  obeyed  action  of  Synod  of  1763  in  the  case  of 

the  forged  letters  by  Van  der  Sman 3043 

31-Aug.  8.  Synod  of  North  Holland  —  Notarial  copies  of  their 
action  on  the  Ritzema  and  Yen  der  Sman  case  had  been 

made  and  sent  to  New  York 3043,  3044 

Kv%.        8.     Rev.   Ritzema   to   John   Wynkoop    of   Kingston  —  Duty   of 

Meyer  to  submit  to  Classical  authority  —  Want  to  rule  by 
^  I  a  majority  vote  — (  Classis  wishes  no  subordination  in  con- 
J  flict  with  the  civil  oath  —  Danger  of  Dutch  Church  being 
considered  merely  as  a  Dissenting  Church — Domine  Meyer's 
position  as  to  his  relation  to  the  Classis  and  to  the  Civil 
Powey —  Ritzema's  remarks  on  Meyer's  position  respecting 
the  civil  oath  —  Consistory  advised  to  put  Meyer  under  cen- 

^  sure  -(The  language  of  the  oath  ) 3044-3046 

20.  Church  of  New  York  —  The  German  church  land  —  Van  der 
Sman  relieved  of  censure  —  Van  Antwerp  appointed  cate- 
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chiflt  —  Domine  Laidlie  to  render  all  the  oommunion  ser- 
vices, with  Preparatory  and  Thanksgiving  sermons,  in  the 

New  Church 804e 

Aug.    23.    Rev.  H.  Meyer  refuses  to  acknowledge  subordination . .  3046,  3947 
Sept.    27.    Church  of  New  York  —  Consistory  receives  three  letters  from 

Amsterdam  —  Renting  seats  in  New  Church  —  Two  more 

deacons  to  be  added  to  Consistory,  making  ten  in  all 8047 

Oct.  1.  Classis  receives  letter  from  New  York  dated  May  12  —  Ex- 
tract: Safe  arrival  of  Laidlie;  his  introduction  to  his 
office ;  gratitude  of  the  Consistory 3047,  8048 

3.  Rev.  John  Ritzema  to  Rev.  Winoldus  Budde  —  Delays  in  the 
correspondence  —  Desirability  of  candidates  who  shall  be 
located  after  arrival  —  Its  effect  on  the  Coetus  —  The  place 
of  Erickson  about  to  be  supplied  by  the  Coetus  —  Request 
that  the  names  of  the  Coetus  brethren  be  omitted  from  the 
Ministerial  Register  —  Church  of  Kington  about  to  depose 
^  Meyer  —  Bad  conduct  of  Erickson —^Polemical  letters  be- 
tween Presbyterians  and  Episcopalians) 3048,  3040 

3.  Rev.  John  C.  Fryenmoet  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  — 
Request  for  a  minister  by  the  combined  congregations  of 
Poughkeepsie,  Fishkill,  New  Hackensack  and  Hopewell  — 
Must  be  supordinate  to  the  Classis  —  Many  errorists  — 
Present  condition  of  these  congregations  —  Dismission  of 
Meynema  —  Settlement  of  Van  Nist  by  the  Coetus  —  Sub- 
mission of  those  churches  to  the  Coetus  —  Divisions  in  the 
congregations  —  Fryenmoet  asked  to  perform  service  by  op- 
ponentb  of  the  Coetus  —  Call  of  Blaaw  of  Fairfield,  N.  J., 
by  a  conunittee  —  Fryenmoet  ordains  other  Consistories  of 
Conferentie  men  —  This  action  approved  by  the  Confer- 
entie  —  Blaaw  declines  the  call  —  Hence  a  new  call  sent  to 
Holland  —  Domine  Henricus  Schoonmaker  (Coetus)  illegal 

pastor  at  Poughkeepsie  and  Fishkill 3040-3051 

V6.  Rev.  Samuel  Seabury  to  the  Society  for  Propagating  the  Gos- 
pel—  Visit  of  Whitefield  and  its  mischievous  results  — 
Many  strolling  preachers  and  exhorters  —  Misrepresenta- 
tions of  the  Church  of  England  —  His  efforts  against  these 
at  Jamaica 3052 

0.  Consistory  of  Kingston  to  Revs.  Fryenmoet  and  Cock  and 
their  Consistories  —  Requested  to  meet  and  try  their  min- 
ister. Rev.  H.  Meyer,  for  exciting  divisions  in  the  church, 
refusing  ecclesiastical  counsel,  and  declining  subordination 
to  Classis  of  Amsterdam 3052 

9.  Rev.  O.  D.  Cock  to  Rev.  H.  Meyer  —  Informs  him  that  Rev. 
Fryenmoet  and  himself  have  been  requested  to  assist  the 
Consistory  in  restoring  peace  at  Kingston  —  The  charges 
against  him  —  Request  him  to  appear  before  them  to  reply 
to  these  charges  3053 

0.  Rev.  H.  Meyer  to  Revs.  Cock  and  Fryenmoet  —  Acknowledges 
receipt  of  request  to  appear  before  them  —  Asks  for  inf or- 
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mation  as  to  what  they  desire,  and  what  is  the  character 

of  their  Convention  30S3 

Oct.        9.    Rev.  H.  Meyer  to  Revs.  Cock  and  Fryenmoet  —  Willing  to 

reply  to  any  charges  made  by  his  Consistory  before  a  law- 
fully constituted  Convention  —  Acknowledges  his  obligation 
to  the  Netherland  Church  and  the  King  of  Great  Britain  — 
This  Convention  irregular,  both  ecclesiastically  and  civ- 
illy—  Refuses  to  appear  before  an  unlawful  Convention, 

but  will  appear  before  a  lawful  one 3953,  3954 

9.  Revs.  Cock  and  Fryenmoet  to  Rev.  H.  Meyer  —  Declare  their 
Convention    lawful  —  Church   of    New    Paltz    partizan  — 

Rev.  Cock  competent  3954 

9.  Rev.  Meyer  to  Revs.  Cock  and  Fryenmoet — Church  of  New 
Paltz  competent  to  sit  in  Convention  —  Rev.  Cock  civilly 
incompetent  to  sit  as  a  judge  —  Surprise  at  their  unwill- 
ingness to  call  a  lawful  Convention  —  Urges  the  Consistory 

to  proceed  legally 3965 

9,  10.  Revs.  Fryenmoet  and  Cock  and  their  ciders  visited  King- 
ston, at  the  invitation  of  the  Consistory,  to  request  Rev. 
Meyer  to  confer  with  his  Consistory  in  an  ecclesiastical 
manner,  before  them,  in  reference  to  the  schisms  in  the 
church ;  in  rejecting  ecclesiastical  advice ;  in  refusing  sub- 
ordination to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam;  and  in  refusing 
^friendly  conference  on  the  subject. 
^)  QhIs  refusal  to  appear  before  an  illegal  Assembly  —  Rea- 
sons of  its  illegality  —  The  Assembly  rejects  his  reasons. 
He  had  been  married  as  alleged,  by  an  illegally  ordained 
[minister  of  the  Coetus  party  —  He  was  about  to  agree  to 
ibordination  to  the  Classis,  when  he  was  requested  to  take 
the  civil  oath,  which  he  did  —  Legal  advice  declared  the 
ith  related  to  Romanism  only  —  After  taking  the  oath,  he 
refused  "  subordination  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.'y 

II  ?  In  reference  to  the  division  in  the  Church  —  Many 
follow  example  of  Meyer  and  refuse  "  Subordination  '* — 
Committee  of  Five  join  with  the  Consistory  to  punish 
Meyer. 

III.  Meyer  despised  ecclesiastical  advice  —  Meyer's 
suspension  from  his  office,  for  refusing  advice,  and  de- 
clining "  Subordination  "  —  Referred   to  the   Consistories 

of  New  York  and  to  the  Synod 3955-3959 

V^  11.     Proposed  Act  to  appropriate  the  moneys  accruing  from  fines 

on  Moravians  and  Quakers  —  Council  declines  to  act...  3960 
12.  Rev.  Jacob  Hardenberg  to  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Takes 
exception  to  the  language  of  Classis  as  to  his  Commission 
—  The  Coetus  made  the  request,  not  himself  —  His  curt 
treatment  by  Classis  —  Their  misunderstanding  of  the 
language  of  Coetus  —  Effect  of  his  treatment  while  in 
f  Holland — Continued  efforts  for  a  close  union  with  Hol- 
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land  —  The  difficulties  involved  by  living  under  another 
Power  —  Need  of  a  Sepinary  in  America  —  Have  peti- 
te tioned  for  a  Charter -^f ore  able  to  endow  an  institution 
than  Episcopalians  or  Presbyterians) — American  minis- 
ters cannot,  be  members  of  ecclesiastical  Assemblies  in 
V  Holland — fDomine  Meyer  and  the  civil  oatK) — Opinion 
of  lawyers  —  Request  t];e  Classis  to  modify  their  de- 
mands—  The  Ck)etus  becoming  stronger  —  Classis  should 
not  be  too  bitter  against  Leydt's  pamphlet  —  The  Coetus 
party  not  in  the  minority  at  Fishkill,  as  represented  — 

Coetus  has  adherents  in  all  the  churches 3960-306S 

Oct.      13.    The  Coetus  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  The  effort  at 

union  in  June,  1764  —  Desire  of  the  Coetus  for  liberty, 
yet  close  union  with  the  Netherland  Church  —  Subordi- 
nation, destitute  of  all  power  is  contrary  to  the  Nether- 
land Church  Constitution  —  Invalidity  of  the  Classical 
arguments:  from  planting;  from  only  partial  member- 
ship of  Classis  —  Our  inherent  right  to  manage  our  own 
affairs  —  Right  of  ordination  involved  in  pastoral  office  — 
Duty  of  neighboring  ministers  to  perform  it  —  Equality 
.  of  ministers  —  Impossibility  of  getting  enough  ministers 
^  i  from  Holland  —(Most  other  denominations  ordain  here  — 
Dangers  of  ^  the  Voyage  —  Episcopalians  unable  to  ordain 
i  —  Presbyterians  get  ten  ministers  to  the  Episcopalians' 
one  —  Other  churches  have  Seminaries,  seven  or  eight  in 
number  —  The  Dutch,  none  yet  —  The  English  language 
must  prevail  —  Copy  of  the  Civil  Oath  sent  —  (See  this 
imder  Aug.  8,  1764) — Members  of  one  Civil  Power  can- 
not be  constituent  members  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Bodies  of 
another  Civil  Power  —  Close  Alliance  practicable,  with 
I  full  libertj?— ^  Counsel  desirable  —  Desire  to  forgive  and 
forget  —  High-handed  conduct  of  Fryenmoet  in  ordaining 

new  Consistories  at  Fishkill,  etc 3963-3967 

13.  Rev.  Lambertus  De  Ronde  to  Rev.  W.  Budde  —  Pleased 
with  the  approbation  of  his  "  System  of  Truth  "  —  Sorry 
at    seeming    omissions  —  Thoroughly    orthodox  —  Grieved 

that  Laidlie  refuses  full  subordination  to  the  Classis 3967 

Oct.  18,  31,  Nov.  14.  Church  of  New  York  —  Exchange  of  lots  —  Re- 
ceives gifts  of  ornaments  —  Consistory  to  relieve  individ- 
uals from  all  costs  involved  in  defending  the  church  in 
the   lawsuit   of   "The    Dutch   Partv "  — Church    seats  — 

Lots  of  Harpending    3968 

Mrs.    Grant's    description   of   Albany.     Dutch    and    English 

churches 3969 

V^  Other  items  in  1764  3969,  3970 

1765 

Jan.  T  Acts  of  the  Deputies  —  Classis  receives  supplements  to  let- 
ters of  Jime  21,  1764,  dated  Sept.  4,  1764,  about  Meyer's 
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scruples  as  to  the  oath;  also  a  copy  of  Bitzema's  letters 
to  Prof.  Budde,  of  July  8  and  Sept.  7,  1764,  about  send- 
ing over  candidates  to  be  subsequently  located;  also  a 
call  from  Queens  County 3070 

Fan.        7.    Church  of  New  York  —  The  lots  of  Harpending  —  Domine 

De  Ronde's  residence  —  Indemnifying  members  arrested  in 
the  "Dutch  Party"  suit  —  Repairing  the  German  church.  3070 

3071 

8.     Classis  receives  three  packets  of  letters  from  New  York.. .  3071 
Peb.        4.     Conferentie  asks  permission  to  qualify  candidates  and  send 

them  over  —  Granted  —  De  Ronde  declares  his  orthodoxy 
in  reference  to  his  book  —  Coetus  proposes  some  kind  of 
Federation  with  the  Church  of  the  Netherlands:  Referred 
to  the  Deputati  for  legal  advice  —  Also  a  letter  from  Rev. 
Meyer  of  Oct.  25,  1764,  of  same  import 3071,  3072 

4.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Conferentie  or  Subordinate 
Assembly  —  References  to  numerous  letters  received  — 
Grief  at  the  failure  of  the  parties  to  unite  in  June,  1764 
—  Surprised  that  Laidlie  did  not  unite  with  the  "  Sub- 
ordinate Assembly"  —  Denials  of  Profs.  Budde  and  Bon- 
ner as  to  their  favoring  the  Coetus  —  Classis  will  try  to 
fill  the  call  for  Poughkeepsie.  etc.;  and  for  Queens  Co.; 
had  advertised  for  ministers  to  go  to  America  —  Permis- 
sion given  to  ordain  Lydekker  —  Classis  cannot  judge  on 
the  Verbryck  matter;  approves  censure  on  Van  Hoeven- 
berg;  cannot  decide  on  Erickson's  case  —  Considers  the 
ado  about  the  Civil  oath  farfetched  —  Will  write  once 
again  to  the  Coetus  brethren  in  April 3072-3074 

4.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Archibald  Laidlie  —  Ex- 
presses surprise  that  he  does  not  join  the  "  Subordinate 
Assembly"  —  Exhortation  to  him  to  unite  with  the  Con- 
ferentie     3974,  3075 

4.     Classis    of   Amsterdam    to    Rev.    Lambertus    De    Ronde  — 

Prasies  him  for  his  orthodoxy 3975 

y^  9.  Rev.  Meyer's  sermon  on  John  18:  12,  13:  "Then  the  band 
and  the  captain  and  officers  of  the  Jews  took  Jesus,  and 
bound  him,  and  led  him  away  to  Annas  firat,"  etc. —  Ap- 
plications crafty  counsels  against  the   righteous;    partial 

judges;   applied  to  the  Consistory  of  Kinj?ston 3976 

28.    Address  of  Rev.  Ritzema  to  the  churches,  with  an  Extract 
from  the   Acts   of   the    Synod   of   North   Holland    [1763] 

concerninpr  American   Affairs    3976-3982 

Mar.  ^  8.     German  Reformed   Church,   New  York   City  —  Corner-stone 

of  church  laid    3982 

21,  29.     Church  of  New  York  —  Petitions  for  certain  lots  for  a 

burial  ground  3982,  3983 
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Lpril      4.    Call  of  Rev.  Isaac  Rysdyk  to  Fishkill,  Poughkeepsie,  New 

Hackensack  and  Hopewell   3083-3985 

26.    Suit  of  Hardenbrook,  etc.,  against  Consistory  of  Church  of 

New  York  — (See  Nov.  11,  1767) 3986-3088 

Cay  6.  Call  of  Eysdyck  approved  by  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  and 
accepted  by  him  —  Installed  over  the  churches  of  Fishkill, 
etc. —  Coetus  matters  discussed  —  Rev.  Hermanus  Boelem 

accepts  call  to  Queens  coimty 3080 

8.    Church  of  New  York  —  Improvements  to  the  church 3000 

une       3.    Letter  to  Rev.  Wm.  Jakson  about  his  improper  language  to 

the  Classis  —  His  apology    3000 

3.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  so-called  Coetus  —  Former  ex- 
pressions of  opinion  of  the  Classis  and  Synod  on  the  right 
to  ordain  claimed  by  the  Coetus  sufficient  —  The  so-called 
"  American  Classis "  and  its  demands  —  Coetus  had  no 
power  to  make  a  Classis  —  Classis  of  Amsterdam  has  no 
right  to  form  an  American  Classis  —  Subordination  of  one 
ecclesiastical  body  to  another  not  tyranny  —  If  Coetus 
decides  for  independence,  she  must  not  expect  recognition 
of  it  by  the  Classis  —  The  arguments  of  the  Coetus  for 
their  independency  not  valid;  argument  from  non-repre- 
sentation in  Classis  not  valid;  argimient  from  necessity  of 
more  ministers  partizan;  argument  from  the  rights  en- 
joyed by  the  Presbyterians  inconsistent,  for  Coetus  had 
rejected  argument  from  history;  arguments  from  other 
denominational  institutions  not  valid,  but  a  reason  for 
sending  students  to  Holland;  argiunent  from  disuse  of  the 
Dutch  language  not  valid,  as  language  has  nothing  to 
do  with  subordination;  argument  from  no  loss  of  con- 
tributions not  a  reason  for  withdrawing  from  a  legal  sub* 
ordination  —  The  civil  oath  to  England  does  not  conflict 
with  ecclesiastical  subordination:  that  civil  oath  relates 
only  to  Romanists  toleration  in  England  to  all  Protes- 
tants—  Legal  advice  sent  over  only  curious  —  The  pro- 
posed "  closer  imion "  and  "  subordination "  involve 
inconsistencies  and  contradictions  —  References  to  Fryen- 

moet  and  his  illegal  conduct 3001-3006 

^  28.  Rev.  Samuel  Seabury  to  the  Society  for  Propagating  the 
Gospel  —  Circumstances  connected  with  the  Episcopal 
churches  of  Queens  county  —  Call  of  Rev.  Mr.  Cutting  — 
Alleged  bad  influence  of  the  Quakers 3007 

fuly     22.    Call  of  Rev.  Herman  L.  Boelen  to  churches  of  Queens  County 
—  Installed  in  said  churches  by  the  Classis  —  Examination 
of  Antonius  Kuyper  —  Synodalia :   Report  to  Synod.  3007»  3008 
20.    Church  of  New  York  —  Translation  of  Hellenbroek*s  Cate- 
chism into  English  —  Collection  for  Indian  missionaries^ 

Latin  and  English  Grammar  school  established 3000 

>(  30.    German  Church  of  New  York,  bond  to 3000-4000 
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July     30-Aug.  8.    Synod  of  North  Holland  —  Dismissal  of  Rev.  Isaac 

Rysdyck  to  Poughkeepsie,  and  Hermanns  L.  Boelen  to 
Long  Island  —  Matters  relating  to  New  York  and  New 

Jersey,  left  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam 4000 

Aug.        1.    Church  of  New  York  —  Subscription  for  building  a  Latin 

Bchoolhouse 4001 

20.  Rev.  Lambertus  De  Ronde  claims  the  right  to  preach  in 
English  in  private  houses,  and  occasionally  in  Presby- 
terian churches  when  invited  —  Does  not  neglect  his  own 

services 4001-^004 

Sept.       9.     Rev.  Lambertus  De  Ronde  to   the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 

per  John  Kalkoen  —  Does  not  approve  of  Marshall's  book 
on  Sanctification  —  Pleased  that  the  Classis  approved  his 
certain  doctrinal  statements  —  Arrival  of  Rev.  Rysdyck  — 
Rev.  Laidlie  does  not  believe  in  '^  Subordination  to  Clas- 
sis "  4004,  4005 

9.  Rev.  Lambertus  De  Ronde  to  Rev.  John  Kalkoen  —  Diffi- 
culties connected  with  the  introduction  of  English  preach- 
ing in  New  York  and  the  coming  of  Rev.  Laidlie  —  Laid- 
lie's  independent  course  of  action  and  novelties  intro- 
duced—  Efforts  to  induce  Laidlie  to  become  subordinate 
to  Classis  —  Difficulties  about   De  Ronde's   preaching  in 

English 4006-4007 

10.     Rev.  John  Ritzema  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Thanks 
for  the  copy  sent  of  their  letter  to  the  Coetus,  of  June 
3,   1765  —  Arrival  of  Rev.  Rysdyk,  and  his   pleasure  in 
the  city  —  Candidates   and  vacancies  —  "  Subordination  " 
very  distasteful  to  Rev.  Laidlie  —  The  lawsuit  about  Eng- 
lish preaching  —  De  Ronde  has  joined  the  "  Dutch  Party  " 
^. — His   opposition    to   Laidlie -^  The    desirability   of    the 
/  Dutch    Professorship    of    Theology    in    Kings    College  — 
I  Princeton  desires  to  unite  with   the  Coetus  for  such  a 

/  Professor^ 4007-4009 

16.  Church  of  New  York  —  Payment  for  the  font  of  musical 
type  —  English  edition,  2000  copies,  of  the  Psalter  with 
music,  and  the  Liturgy  to  be  published,  with  500  copies  of 
the  Heidelberg  Catechism  —  The  translation  of  the  Hel- 

lenbroek  Catechism  completed   4010 

Oct.         7.     Prof.   Curtenius   seeks   approval   of   his   book   on   "  Things 

Hard  to  be  Understood  " 4010 

7.  Domine  Ritzema  requests  Consistory  to  appoint  elders  to 
hear  the  Classical  letter  to  the  Conferentie  —  Refusal  of 

Consistory 4010,  401 1 

8-10.  Proceedings  of  the  Assembly  Subordinate  to  the  Classis 
(the  Conferentie) — Classical  letter  read  —  The  case  of 
the  church  of  Marbletown  —  The  members  of  this  **  Sub- 
ordinate Assembly  "  subscribe  the  original  "  Fundamental 
Articles  "  of  the  Coetus  of  April  27,  1738,  in  the  Coetus 
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Minute  Book  —  The  case  of  Tappan  —  Resolution  to  print 
400  copies  in  English  and  600  in  Dutch  of  the  copy  of  the 
Classical  letter  to  the  Ck)etus,  of  June  3,  1765  —  Case  of 
Van    Hoevenberg  —  The    case    of    Kingston    and    domine 

Meyer  —  The  student  Lydekker  licensed   4011-4013 

Oct.      16.    Church  of  New  York  —  Committee  appointed  to  write  to 

Classis  respecting  the  position  of  the  New  York  Consist- 
ory in  reference  to  the  schism  and  the  lawsuit 4013 

22.  The  "Subordinate  Assembly"  (or  the  Conference)  to  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Members  of  the  Assembly  — 
Complaints  against  the  Coetus  —  Consistory  of  New  York 
not  friendly  —  The  independent  spirit  of  Revs.  Verbryck 
and  Meyer  —  May  appeal  to  the  British  King  against  the 
Coetus  faction  —  Alleged  arbitrary  interpretation  of 
Scripture  and  Church  Order  4013,  4014 

26.  The  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Church  of  New  York  to  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Request  of  Rev.  Ritzema  that  the 
Consistory  should  appoint  delegates  to  the  Conferentie  — 
First  request  in  ten  years  —  Consistory  resolved  to  unite 
with  neither  party  —  Lust  of  power  seems  to  dominate 
each  —  Domine  Ritzema  to  be  excepted,  who  would  prefer, 
as  he  says,  to  withdraw  from  the  Conferentie  —  Classis 
asked  to  authorize  him  to  do  so  —  That  Assembly  would 
soon  die  without  Ritzema  —  De  Ronde  unequal  to  his 
colleagues  —  His  attempts  at  preaching  in  English  —  Dom- 
ine Laidlie  has  the  largest  audiences  —  Unwise  for  the 
Consistory  now  to  join  the  Conferentie  after  being  ignored 
in  its  councils  since  1754  —  Classis  should  rebuke  De 
Ronde  —  Laidlie  misrepresented  before  Classis  —  True 
account  of  his  position  —  The  "  Dutch  Party  "  yet  remains 
obstinate  —  Technical  construction  of  their  Charter  about 
the  right  of  members  voting  —  Consistory  sued  by  the 
"  Dutch  Party  "  —  Information  asked  as  to  the  method  of 
appointment  of  the  Amsterdam  Consistory,  whether  by 
the  old  Consistory  or  by  popular  vote 4015-4018 

29.  Revs.  Ritzema  and  De  Ronde  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  — 
Their  statement  of  the  action  of  the  Consistory  on  Oct.  7, 
about  delegating  elders  to  the  Conferentie  —  Their  at- 
tempted vindication  of  themselves  in  not  consulting  their 
elders,  generally,  in  regard  to  the  schism  in  the  Church  — 
Their  attempted  vindication  of  themselves  against  "  lord- 
ing" over  their  brethren  —  The  Consistory  is  attempting 
to  "  lord  "  it  over  the  ministers  —  Domine  Laidlie  largely 
the  cause  of  this  —  Denial  that  their  effort  to  se<Jure  elders 
for  the  Conferentie  was  sprung  upon  the  Consistory  — 
Secret  canvassings  for  votes  for  Consistorymen  —  Three 
German  ministers,  out  of  ten,  in  the  Conferentie...  4018-4021 

31.    Church  of  New  York  —  Sale  of  vaults    (in  and  about  the 

Cedar  Street  Church)    4021 
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Nov.      11.    Testimony  of   the   Consistory  of   IGngston  concerning   the 

occurrences  in  a  certain  Consistory  meeting 4021,  4022 

13.  Rev.  Hermanns  Meyer  to  Revs.  Ritzema  and  De  Ronde  — 
Surprised  at  their  letter  to  the  Kingston  Consistory  — 
Intrusion  into  his  church  affairs  —  Demands  their  author- 
ity, divine  or  human?  —  Their  real  design,  to  assist  mal- 
contents—  His  resolution  not  to  join  either  party  —  Is 
doing  the  work  of  an  evangelist  —  Will  give  no  account  of 
himself  to  them  —  May  seek  assistance  from  the  other 
ministers  against  their  intrusion  —  Discharges  them  from 
further  responsibility  concerning  him 4022,  4023 


ADMINISTRATION  OF  SIR  HENRY  MOORE,  NOV.  13,  1765-1769. 

1705. 

\^^ov.      20.    Consistory  of  New  York — Address  to  Gov.  Moore  on  his 

arrival  —  The  Governor's  reply 4023,  4024 

Dec.         3.    Revs.  Ritzema  and  De  Ronde  to  the  Consistory  of  Kingston 

—  Grieved  at  the  disorders  in  their  church  —  Rev.  Meyer 
has  become  an  opponent  —  Have  sent  their  last  letter  to 
Meyer  and  Ins  Consistory  and  his  reply  to  the  Classis  of 
Amsterdam  —  Cannot  render  Kingston  much  assistance  on 
account  of  defection  of  certain  parties  —  Danger  of  bring- 
ing Rev.  Rysdyck  into  the  same  difficulties  as  Rev.  Cock  — 
Rev.  Meyer  guilty  of  schism  for  not  joining  the  Conferen- 
tie,  which  is  acknowledged  by  Classis  —  Subject  to  the 
censure    of    the    Consistory    therefor  —  Consistory    must 

stand  to  their  dut^ 4025 

y  Other  items  in  1765? 4026 

1766. 

Jan.      14.    Classis  receives  letters  from  Revs.  Ritzema,  De  Ronde,  Laid- 

lie,  and  the  Consistory  of  New  York,  dated  September  and 

October,  1766 4026,  4027 

22.    Church  of  New  York  —  The  Harpending  lots 4028 

Jan.  ?  Acts  of  the  Deputies  —  Abstract  of  a  letter  of  Revs.  Rit- 
zema and  De  Ronde  of  Oct.  22,  1765,  with  Abstract  of 
Minutes  of  Conferentie,  of  Oct.  8-10,  1765 — Allusions  to 
Revs.  Blaaw  and  Meyer  —  Conferentie  ministers  sign  anew 
the  Fundamental  Articles  of  the  (old)  Coetus  of  1738  — 
Affairs  at  Kingston. 

Abstract  of  letter  of  Opponents  of  English  preaching  in 
New  York,  dated  Oct.  23,  1765  —  Deplore  existing  confu- 
sion —  Complain  of  insincerity  in  Ritzema,  and  that  Laid- 
lie  has  turned  against  them  —  Will  have  recourse  to  Am- 
bassador in  England  —  Complain  that  a  second  English- 
speaking  minister  is  also  to  be  called. 
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Abstract  of  letter  from  Rev.  Archibald  Laidlie,  of  Oct. 
26,  1765 — ^Found  dissensions  existing  —  Resolved  to  re- 
main neutral. 

Abstract  of  letter  from  Rev.  De  Ronde  of  Oct.  29,  1765  — 
Complains  of  the  attitude  of  Rev.  Laidlie  and  of  Consist- 
ory of  New  York  toward  the.Classis;  willing  to  correspond, 
^  I  but  not  to  be  subordinate  — ^Proposals  to  seek  the  interfer- 

/  ence  of  the  English  King  against  the  Coetus\ 4028-4031 

Feb.        1.    Rev.  Warmoldus  Kuypers  to  Classis  of  Amst^dam  —  from 

Curacoa 4031 

2.  Church  of  New  York  —  Receipt  for  695  guilders,  for  set  of 

music  types  —  Old  Church  to  be  repaired  —  No  more  dead 

to  be  buried  there 4031,  4032 

3.  Charges  of  the  church  of  Kingston  against  Rev.  Meyer,  de- 

livered to  the  Consistory,  with  certain  Papers,  etc. . .  4032-4035 
3.    Request  of  the  Consistory  of  Kingston  for  a  meeting  of  cer- 
tain ministers  and  elders  to  examine  charges  against  Rev. 

Meyer 4035 

5.  Rev.  John  Ritzema  to  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Church  of 
North  Branch  (Readington) — Rev.  Aemilius  declines  to 
come  —  Call  of  Readington  holds  good  for  some  one  else 

—  Its  very  favorable  terms  —  Question  as  to  early  minis- 
ters of  New  York  —  Recommends  aid  for  German  church.  4036- 

4038 
V  5.    German  church.  New  York  City  —  Request  financial   help 

from  Classis  of  Amsterdam  for  cost  of  church  building 4038 

4039 

11.  Rev.  Isaac  Rysdyk  to  Rev.  H.  Meyer  —  Requests  him  to  ap- 

pear before  Revs.  Fryenmoet,  Cock  and  himself  to  answer 
charges  of  his  Consistory 4039 

12.  Rev.  H.  Meyer  to  Revs.   Rysdyk,   Fryenmoet   and   Cock  — 

Would  be  happy  to  appear  if  their  Convention  were  a  law- 
ful and  impartial  one 4039 

12.     Consistory  of  Kingston  makes  their  complaint  against  Rev. 

Meyer  to  the  Convention  which  they  called 4039,  4040 

12.  The  protest  of  twenty-six  members  of  the  church  to  Messrs. 
Fryenmoet,  Cock  and  Rysdyk,  against  the  legality  of  their 
Meeting  —  New  Paltz,  the  nearest  church,  not  invited  — 
Rev.  Meyer  willing  to  appear  before  a  lawful  Convention 

—  Present  Convention  unlawful  and  partial 4040 

12,  13.  Meeting  of  three  ministers  and  eight  elders,  at  King- 
ston to  try  Rev.  H.  Meyer  for  certain  alleged  offences  — 
Names  of  members  present  —  Reading  of  the  invitation  of 
Consistory,  of  Feb.  3  —  Petition  of  church  members  com- 
plaining  of   Rev.    Meyer  —  The    complaints,    in    general: 

His  refusal  to  be  subordinate  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam 

—  In  particular:  1.  Despising  brotherly  admonitions; 
2.  Breaking  promises  to  act  in  harmony  with  the  Con- 
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sistory;  3.  Rejecting  a  request  of  the  Consistory  to  ac- 
knowledge "subordination  to  the  Classis";  4.  Contemp- 
tuouB  answer  to  Consistory,  respecting  a  letter  of  BevB. 
Ritzema  and  De  Ronde;  5.  Not  fulfilling  the  terms  of  his 
call,  exciting  schism,  etc. 

Rev.  Meyer  refuses  to  acknowledge  the  legality  or  im- 
partiality of  the  body  —  Trial  proceeds  without  him  — 
Charges  1,  2,  3,  had  been  proved  on  Oct.  10,  1764  —  His 
refusal  to  send  letter  to  Rev.  Ritzema  on  his  subordination 

—  Reasons:  his  civil  oath  —  His  contemptuous  conduct 
toward  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  and  the  Conference  of 
Oct.  6-8,  1766  —  Caused  discord  and  strife  —  Small  re- 
sults of  his  ministry  —  Refused  to  obey  citation  —  Pro- 
nounoedyguilty  of  schism  and  contempt  of  ecclesiastical 

vl  advice -f  Fears  as  to  the  welfare  of  the  Church  and  their 
\civil  (charter)  rights,  if  not  subordinate  to  ClassisV— 
Church  of  Kingston  is  subordinate  —  Proofs  —  Rev.  Meyer 
attempting  to  introduce  independence  of  the  Church  of 
Holland  —  Suspended  for  six  weeks;  if  not  then  penitent, 
to  remain  under  censure  until  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam 

gives  its  decision 4041-4046 

Feb.      13.    Letter  of  the  Convention  to  Rev.  Meyer,  informing  him  of 

their  decision,  his  suspension,  etc 4046 

13.    Rev.  Hermanns  Meyer's  reply  —  The  untruths  of  their  letters 

—  His  solemn  protest  against  their  unlawful  proceedings 

—  Requests  not  an  imperfect  extract,  but  the  full  minutes 

of  their  Convention 4046 

Blar.     14.    Church  of  New  York 4046 

y/18.  Petition  of  the  Presbyterians  of  New  York  to  the  King  for 
a  charter  —  Origin  of  the  Wall  Street  church  —  Purchase 
of  land  by  trustees  (including  certain  officials  in  Scot- 
land)—  Increase  of  the  church  —  Majority  of  the  inhabit- 
ants, Dutch  and  English,  are  Presbyterians;  Gospel  sup- 
ported by  voluntary  contributions;  necessity  of  incorpora- 
tions; incorporations  of  churches  of  all  denominations  in 
New  Jersey;  applications  to  Governors  have  been  refused, 

hence  this  application  to  the  King 4046-4048 

Apr.        7.     Classis  receives  letters  from  Rev.  Laidlie ;  from  Consistory  of 

New  York,  answer  approved;  and  one  from  the  German 

church  of  New  York 4049 

7.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Conferentie  —  Hopes  their  let- 
ter to  the  Coetus  of  June  3,  1765,  will  convince  them  of  the 
futility  of  their  plans;  glad  the  supply  of  ministers  is  so 
sufficient  —  Reference  to  possible  union  of  the  Coetus  and 
Princeton  in  calling  a  Professor  —  Refusal  of  the  Consist- 
ory of  New  York  to  appoint  elders  to  the  Conferentie  — 
The  elders*  complaint  that  they  have  been  ignored  for 
years  —  Their  right  to  counsel  —  Classis  refuses  to  erase 
the  names  of  the  Coetus  ministers  from  their  RftgiatftT  — 
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References  to  the  disaffection  existing  —  Admonition  to 
gentleness  —  Rev.  Meyer  subject  to  the  Classis  —  Admoni- 
tion not  to  be  too  determined  on  technicalities  —  Refer- 
yi  ence  to  De  Ronde  preaching  in  English —^Misunderstand- 
/  ing  of  Classis  about  the  Charter  of  Church  of  New  YorA  — 
The  civil  oath  —  Lawsuit  against  the  Coetus  disapproved 

—  Private  meetings  —  Letters  from  the  "  Dutch  Party  " 

—  De  Ronde's  book  4049-4053 

April     7.    Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Archibald  Laidlie  —  Refer- 
ences to  his  explanations  of  his  course  of  action  toward 

the  two  parties  —  His  determination  to  remain  neutral  — 
Objectionable  features  in  the  Conferentie  party  —  The  let- 
ters of  the  Consistory  of  1754  and  1765  as  to  their  atti- 
tude—  The  request  of  the  Classis  that  he  would  cor- 
respond, meant  **  subordination  "  —  Proofs  —  Classis  does 
not  wish  to  exercise  "  lordship  "  —  Classis  desires  only  to 
assist  those  churches  which  are  oppressed,  or  disturbed 
in  their  rights,  ecclesiastical   or  civil  —  Exhortation  to 

confer  with  the  Conferentie 4053HI056 

7.  The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  certain  members  of  the  Con- 
sistory of  New  York  —  Elders  will  not  attend  the  Con- 
ferentie meetings,  but  hold  themselves  to  the  old  regime 

—  But  the  Conferentie  brethren  are  subordinate  —  Should 
unite,  therefore,  with  them  —  They  are  charged  with  ambi- 
tion—  But  it  is  not  ambition  to  resist  those  who  seek  to 
break  the  Church  Order  —  Withdrawal  from  Classis  en- 
dangers church  property  —  Doubt  as  to  their  meaning 
about  "  permitting  Ritzema  to  cease  attending  Conferen- 
tie meetings  "  —  He  must  attend  —  Disrespectful  remarks 
about  De  Ronde  —  The  electors  of  Consistory,  according  to 
the  Charter  —  The  contradictory  position  of  the  Consist- 
ory in  keeping  away  from  the  meetings  of  the  Conferentie 

—  Exhortation  to  attend  those  meetings 4056-4058 

V  17.    Rev.  Samuel  Seabury  to  the  Society  for  Propagating  the 

Gospel  —  Loss  of  missionaries  by  shipwreck.  Dangers  of 
the  voyage  —  necessity  of  Bishops  in  America  —  Dangers 

of  fanatical  sects  4058 

May     12.    Church  of  New  York  —  Repairing  the  old  church    (Garden 

Street)  —  Rev.  De  Ronde  wants  more  money   for   house 

rent 4059 

12.    Classis  receives  letters  from  Rev.  W.  Kuypers  of  Curacoa, 

and  from   Rev.  Ritzema 4059 

^17.  Petition  of  Rev.  G.  D.  Cock  to  Gov.  Moore  —  His  call  and 
settlement  at  Camp  —  Labored  to  promote  religion  —  Dis- 
pute at  Kingston ;  invitation  to  help  settle  it  —  Forced  to 
take  a  civil  oath  under  penalty,  though  guilty  of  no  mis- 
demeanor —  Said  officer  had  no  authority  thus  to  act,  but 
this  was  done  for  partizan  church  reasons  —  Said  official 
exceeded  his  authority  and  should  be  punished 4059,  4060 
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rune       2.     Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Warmoldus  Kuypers 4061 

17,  26,  July  2.  Church  of  New  York  —  Repairing  the  Old 
Church  —  Income  from  property  sufficient  to  pay  the  sal- 
aries of  the  Dutch  ministers,  without  subscription..  4061,  4062 

July        3.    Rev.  Lambertus  De  Ronde  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  — 

His  occasional  preaching  in  English  —  Does  not  interfere 
with  his  duties  to  his  Dutch  congregation  —  Has  given  up 
meetings  in  private  houses  —  His  suspected  un-orthodoxy 

—  Does  not  know  of  any  effort  to  call  a  Professor  in  con- 
junction with  Princeton 4062-4065 

1^.  German  Church  of  New  York  —  Rev.  Kern  presented  a 
statement  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  German  church 
in  this  city  —  Account  sent  to  London 4065 

10.    Church  of  New  York  —  Repairs  of  Old  Church 4065 

22.  Articles  of  accusation  against  the  Elders  and  Deacons  of 

the  Dutch  Church  of  New  York  —  Ministers  deny  them. . .  4065 

4066 
Synodalia  —  Examination    of    the    Minutes    of    the    Synod 
by  the  Classis  —  Good  wishes  to  the  House  of  Orange  — 

Nothing  relating  to  New  York,  etc 4066 

V>20.    Lords  of  Trade  to  Gov.  Moore  —  Refer  the  "  Petition  of  the 
Presbyterians  to  the  King  for  a  Charter ''  to  the  Governor 

of  New  York  for  his  opinion,  etc 4067 

July      29-Aug.  7.    Synod   of   North   Holland  —  Pennsylvania   churches 

warned  not  to  organize  Classes  —  Act  of  1763  relating  to 

New  York  and  New  Jersey 4067 

Aug.       5.    Church  of  New  York  —  Repairs  to  the  Old  Church. . .  4067,  4068 
13.    Opponents  of  Rev.  Meyer  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  — 
Rev.  Meyer  had  called  a  meeting  of  all  the  Dutch  churches 
for  May  8,  1766  —  Only  members  of  the  Coetus  attended 

—  Acts  of  the  Kingston  Consistory  (October,  1765)  con- 
demned and  Rev.  Meyer  justified  —  Call  sent  for  another 
minister  for  Kingston 4068 

20.  Church  of  New  York  — Repairs  of  the  Old  Church 4068 

21.  Rev.  Meyer  to  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Complains  of  the  ill- 

treatment  of  the  Consistory,  and  of  Cock,  Fryenmoet,  etc. 

—  Private  answer  to  be  sent 4068 

23.  Cornelius  Clopper  of  New  York  to  Classis  of  Amsterdam 

about  minister  for  Kingston 4069 

25.    Church  of  New  York  —  Marriage  with  deceased  wife's  sister 

condemned 4069 

Sept.       1.    Classis  receives  letters  from  Rev.  Rysdyk  and  Rev.  Meyer. .  4069 
30,    Oct.  2.    Church  of  New  York  —  Attempt  to  make  peace  in 

the  congregation  of  New  York 4069,  4070 

Oct.         6.    Classis  approves  a  letter  to  Rev.  Isaac  Rysdyk 4070 

6.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Isaac  Rysdyk  —  Docimients 
relating  to  the  Meyer  trial  had  been  received  —  Action  of 
the  Convention  censuring  Meyer  ratified  —  If  he  continues 
to  refuse  subordination  should  be  removed,  and  another 
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put  in  his  place  —  Yet  the  brethren  should  try  to  win  him, 
as  his  character  is  excellent  —  Meyer  will  be  privately 

written  to  4070,  4071 

Oct.        9.  16.     Church   of   New   York  — 12   Articles   proposed   by   the 

Consistory  to  settle  the  dispute  in  said  church;  10  Arti- 
cles presented  by  the  Dutch  Party 4071-4073 

16,  21.  Church  of  New  York  —  Possible  for  the  parties  to 
unite  under  moderate  counsels  —  Election  of  new  Con- 
sistory, according  to  usage,  and  the  Charter,  by  the  Old 

Consistory  —  Repairs 4073,  4074 

Nov.  i/10.    First  Charter  of  Queen*s  College 4074 

V^l.    Petition  for  a  Charter  for  the  Dutch  churches  of  Marble- 
town,  etc.,  in  Ulster  County 4074,  4076 

24.    Church  of  New  York  —  Publication  of  bans  of  marriage  — 

Record  of  baptisms  —  The  organ  —  Psalm  books 4075 

Dec.        2.    Classis  receives  letters  from  Rev.  Fryenmoet  and  Cock;  also 

from  Rev.  Meyer 4076 

8,  16.  Church  of  New  York  — Repairs— 1800  English  Psalm- 
books  with  the  catechism  and  Liturgy,  to  be  published. . . .  4076 
22.  Revs.  Fryenmoet,  Cock  and  Rysdyk  to  the  Classis  of  Amster- 
^  dam,^respecting  churches  of  Rhinebeck  and  Red  Hook| — 
A  new  call  sent  to  Holland  —  Minister  must  be  anti- 
Coetus  —  No  Conferentie  meeting  in  fall  of  1766,  on  ac- 
count of  opposition  of  Coetus  party  in  the  churches  — 
Would  not  allow  appointment  of  Elders  —  Opposition  of 
Rev.  Laidlie  and  New  York  Consistory  —  Affairs  at  King- 
ston —  Ask  that  ordinations  may  be  performed  in  America 

—  New  Church  organized  at  Red  Hook 4076,  4077 

V  Other  items  in  1766  4077,  4078 

1767. 
Jan.        1,  15.    Appointment  of  John  Montayne  as  sexton,  etc. —  Duties 

in  respect  to  church  services  in  general;  duties  in  behalf 
of  the  Consistory;  duties  in  connection  with  funerals  — 

Terms  of  the  contract  —  Baptisms,  etc 4078-4080 

Feb.        4.    Rev.  Hermanus  Meyer  to  the  ministers  who  had  attempted 

to  censure  him  —  Their  sentence  annulled  by  an  Assembly 

of  the  American  Church 4080 

6.  The  Convention  which  tried  Rev.  Meyer,  per  Rev.  Isaac 
Rysdyk,  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Had  received 
Classical  letter  of  Oct.  6,  1766;  had  tried  to  placate  Rev. 
Meyer,  but  in  vain  —  Had  sent  over  a  call  from  Kingston 

for  another  minister 4080,  4081 

^  17.    Further  efforts  of  the  Presbyterians  for  a  church  charter  — 

Desire  to  submit  facts  to  the  Governor 4081 

18.  Thirteen  members  of  the  Church  of  New  York  to  the  Classii 
of  Amsterdam  —  Their  letter  to  Consistory  of  April  7» 
1766,  was  received  —  Not  an  answer  to  Consistory's  letter 
of  Oct.  20,  1765  —  Classis  misinformed  by  Rev.  De  Ronde 

—  Requests  Classis  to  compare  it  with  letter  from  Rev. 
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Ritzema  and  Laidlie  —  Lawsuit  against  tlie  Consistory, 
by  the  "  Dutch  Party,"  decided  against  them  —  Rev. 
Laidlie's  successful  ministry  —  Another  church  building 
needed 4081,  4082 

Mar.       9.     Church  of  New  York  —  A  committee  requested  to  try  to 

make  peace  with  the  "  Dutch  Party  " 4082,  4083 

/24.  History  of  attempts  to  secure  Church  Charters  (in  part)  — 
Requests  from  the  Lutherans,  New  York  City,  Feb.  8, 
1769;  from  the  Presbyterians,  New  York  City,  March  30, 
1759;  from  the  Dutch  Church  of  Orange  (Tappan),  Feb. 
9,  1763;  from  the  French  Church,  New  York  City,  March 
16,  1763;  second  petition  from  the  Lutherans,  Sept.  9, 
1763,  and  rejected  —  Only  Reformed  Dutch  and  Episcopa- 
lian churches  have  received  Charters  —  Presbyterian  ap- 
plication rejected  —  Notes:  An  Episcopate  in  America; 
William  Livingston's  opinion;  Bishop  White  on  Sectarian 

Jealousies  in  the  Colony  in  1767  —  See  Aug.  26,  1767 4083 

4084 

Apr.  V^4.     Call  for  a  meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  Queen's  College,  ap- 
pointed by  the  Charter  of  Nov.  10,  1766 4085,  4086 

6.    Classis   approves  letters   to   Surinam,   New  York    (to  the 

Conferentie),  to  Rev.  Warmoldus  Kuypers  of  Curacoa...  4086 
6.     Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Conferentie  —  Sends  Acts  of 

Synod  to  them  4086,  4087 

6.     Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Warmoldus  Kuypers  —  Sends 

Acts  of  Synod   4087 

27.  Church  of  New  York  —  Remains  neutral  in  reference  to  the 
Coetus  and  Conferentie  —  Subscriptions  for  another 
church    buUding    4087,  4088 

May        4.     Classis  receives  letters  from  New  York,  of  Feb.  18,  1767; 

one  from  Fryeumoet,  Kok  and  Rysdyk  of  Dec.  22,  1766, 

with  a  call  from  Kingston 4088 

5,  6.  Acts  of  the  Conferentie  —  Letter  of  Classis  of  April  7, 
1765,  read  —  Proposals  for  union  with  the  Coetus  —  The 
Conferentie  to  the  Coetus  —  The  Coetus  must  subordinate 
itself  to  Classis;  delegates  to  consider  terms  must  have 
been  regularly  ordained;  the  treatment  of  others  must  be 
subsequently  arranged  for:  future  ordinations  will  be 
provided,  for  fit  subjects  —  A  joint  meeting  on  these 
terms   to   be   held   in   October  —  Nothing  partizan   to  be 

done,  meanwhile,  on  either  side 4088,  4089 

11,  2o.     Church    of    New    York  —  Manor    of    Fordham  —  Third 

Church   building    4089,  4090 

June    ^9,  10.    Gov.  Moore  to  the  Earl  of  Shelburne — Complaints  of 

the  Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospel,  against  the  Gov- 
ernor, concerning  their  rights  in  certain  lands  in  north- 
ern Vermont  —  Rights  of  the  Church  reserved  —  The  Grov- 
ernor  builds  a  church;  townships  laid  out  for  Trinity 
Church  and  for  Kings  College 4090-4092 
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June     12,  18.     Church  of  New  York  — Third  Church  building  [Fulton 

Street]   4093 

July  Synodical  congratulations  to  the  House  of  Orange  —  New 

York  and  New  Jersey 4093 

"■"^  i/  6.    Remonstrance  of  the  "  Dutch  Party  "  against  preaching  in 

English  presented  to  the  Grovernor  —  Review  of  privileges 
of  the  Dutch  Church,  by  terms  of  treaty,  1664;  by  charter 
of  New  York  Church,  1696;  and  by  Act  of  1765  —  Griev- 
ances: The  English  patty  petitioned  for  an  English- 
speaking  minister;  protest  against  it,  founded  on  Slst 
Article  of  Church  Government;  that  by  calling  an  Eng- 
lish minister  they  have  broken  the  Constitution;  they 
have  forced  a  minister  on  a  congregation  against  the  will 
of  a  majority;  that  they  have  not  legally  laid  out  the 
moneys  accruing  from  the  sale  of  lands  of  the  Manor  of 
Fordham;  that  the  lands  of  Harpending  lie  waste,  and 
part  of  them  are  to  be  used  for  building  an  English 
church;  that  Dutch  catechising  had  been  forbidden;  that 
Dutch  education  is  neglected;  that  Dutch  is  not  used  in 
the  forenoon  service  in  the  New  Church  (Cedar  Street) ; 
that  the  English  party  is  lording  it  over  the  Dutch  party ; 
that  they  are  seeking  to  misappropriate  the  funds  given 
for  Dutch  ministers  to  an  English  minister  —  They  desire 
the  Governor's  decision  and  relief —  (See  Sept.  4)..  4094,  4095 
10.    Report  of  the  Lords  of  Trade  against  granting  a  Charter  to 

the  Presbyterian  Church  of  New  York  City  (Wall  Street).  4095 

4096 
•  21.    Church  of  New  York  —  The  Dutch  Party  presented  to  the 
Consistory  a  copy  of  their  petition  of  July  6  to  the  Gov. 
emor  —  Building  of  a  third  church 4096 

July     28~Aug.  6.     Synod     of     North      Holland  —  Reformed     German 

Church's  views  of  the  necessity  of  ordaining  ministers  in 
America  — No  report  on  New  York 4096-4098 

Aug. '  26.    King's   Order,  in   Council,   dismissing  the  Petition  of   the 

Presbyterian  Church  for  a  charter  —  (See  March  24, 1767).  4098 

4099 

Sept.    y4,  10.     Church  of   New   York  —  Governor   requires   an   answer 

of  Onsistory  to  the   Complaint  of  the  "Dutch  Party," 

of  July  6  —  Such  answer  to  be  made 4099,  4100 

7.     Classis   approves   letters   concerning   Poughkeepsie ;    to   the 

Convention  at  Kingston;  to  the  Consistory  of  New  York..   4100 
Classis   of  Amsterdam  to  the   Consistory   of   Curacoa  — 
Request  information  about  Rev.  Warmoldus  Kuypers 4100 

Oct.        6,  7.    Acts  of  the  Conferentie  —  The  case  of  Van  Hoevenberg  — 

The  answer  of  the  Coetus  to  the  proposals  for  union  un- 
satisfactory to  the  Conferentie  —  Ministers  requested  for 
North  Branch  (Readington)  and  Tappan  —  Letter  ap- 
proved to  the  Classis  4101,  4102 
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Oct,         7.    The  Conferentie  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Reference 

to  their  efforts  for  union  with  the  Coetus  —  Surprise  at 
no  allusion  by  the  Classis  to  the  calls  made  —  Reference 
to  the  divided  churches  —  Their  plan  of  a  Professor  in 
Kings  College  versus  the  plan  of  the  Coetus  for  a  Pro- 
fessor in  a  College  in  New  Jersey,  prepared  by  the  Uni- 
versity of  Utrecht  —  Rev.  Cornelius  Blaaw  has  united 
with  the  Conferentie  —  Revs.  Westerlo  and  Boelen  are  not 

allowed  to  join  by  their  people 4102,  4103 

16.    Church  of  New  York  —  New  Consistory  elected 4103 

Not.    V  9.    Church  of  New  York  —  Request  by  the  Governor  for  answer 

to  the  complaint  of  the  Dutch  Party  made  July  6,  1767  — 
Title  page  and  Preface  to  the  Psalm  Book  adopted..  4103,  4104 
1^11.    Answer  to  the  Remonstrance  of  the  Dutch  Party,  of  July  6 

—  Facts  relating  to  the  call  of  an  English-speaking  min- 
ister—  Charter  of  1696  —  Consistory  has  always  elected 
their  own  successors  —  This  never  questioned  until  1762 

—  Disuse  of  Dutch  language  and  loss  to  the  church  — 
Necessity  of  Preaching  in  English  —  Petition  of  265  per- 
sons to  call  an  English  minister,  subject  to  the  Dutch 
Constitution  —  Consultation  with  Great  Consistory  — 
Advised  to  call  such  minister  on  condition  he  should  be 
supported  by  voluntary  contributions,  and  not  from  the 
estates  given  for  Dutch  ministers  —  Subscription  largely 
in  excess  of  necessity. 

Consistory  then  sought  advice  from  Classis  of  Amster- 
dam, according  to  custom,  although  living  in  English  do- 
minions—  The  Dutch  Party  protested  against  the  de- 
signs of  the  Consistory,  although  many  names  in  his  Pro- 
test were  of  doubtful  origin  —  They  also  complained  to  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  The  Classis  approved  the  plans 
of  the  Consistory,  and  wrote  to  the  Dutch  Party  that  their 
opposition  was  ill-advised  —  This  advice  kept  secret  — 
Only  th^n  was  Rev.  Mr.  Laidlie  called,  and  the  results 
have  been  highly  favorable  —  The  Dutch  Party  then 
claimed  the  right  to  vote  for  Consistorymen  —  Upon  re- 
fusal, began  a  suit,  but  the  verdict  was  against  them; 
yet  now  petition  the  Governor. 

Their  reference  to  Article  51  unjust  —  Had  only  refer- 
ence to  the  French  refugees  —  Their  reference  to  Article 
86  is  misleading  —  No  minister  has  been  forced  upon  the 
church  —  The  Consistory  has  invested  most  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  Manor  of  Fordham  in  real  estate;  the  rest  is 
secure,  waiting  for  opportimities  —  The  reference  to  non- 
catechising  in  Dutch  not  true;  as  well  as  that  about  the 
Dutch  School;  also  about  two  English  services  in  the  new 
church  —  The  facts  of  the  case  —  One  Consistory  acts  for 
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both  parties  —  The  Dutch  Party  only  one  fourth  of  the 
whole  —  Other  explanations  —  Proceedings  of  the  Ck)n8ist- 
ory  have  all  been  perfectly  regular. 
y    The  petition  of  the  Dutch  Party  dismissed,  Not.   11, 

1767,  in  Council  —(See  April  26,  1765) 4104-4108 

Nov.     28.     Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Consistory  of  New  York,  or 

thirteen  members  of  the  same  —  In  reply  to  their  letter  of 
Feb.  18  —  Rejoiced  that  discords  are  ceasing;  that  the 
lawsuit  has  resulted  in  favor  of  Consistory;  that  the  work 

of  Rev.  Laidlie  was  prospering 4108 

28.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Revs.  Fryenmoet,  Kok  and 
Rysdyk  —  Hope  that  all  the  disputes  may  cease  —  Seek- 
ing to  fill  the  call  for  a  minister  from  the  churches  of 
the  Flats  and  Red  Hook  —  Classis  is  not  willing  to  allow 

ordinations  in  America   4109 

28.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Rev.  Conventus  held  at  King- 
ston—  Case   of   Rev.   Meyer  —  Approve    of    his    removal 

from  Kingston  —  Will  seek  to  supply  his  place 4109,  4110 

Dec.    Vd.    Sir  Wm.  Johnson  to  the  Earl  of  Shelburne  —  Missionaries 

for  the  Indians  —  Prospect  of  a  Bishopric  in  America...  4110 
17.    Church   of   New   York  —  Accounts    for    printing    the    first 

Psalm  Book  in  English 4110 

\/  Lutheran  Church  in  New  York  City  from  1767  to  1860 4110 

4111 
1768. 

Feb.      22,  Mar.  31.     Church  of  New  York  —  Building  a  third  church..  4111 

4112 
Mar.     25.    Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Chartered  Society  for  Surinam 

—  About  parsonages  and  slaves  for  each  parsonage;  sup- 
port of  ministers'  widows;  Dutch  and  French  churches..  4112 

4113 
V  28.    Hon.  Wm.  Livingston  to  Rev.  Samuel  Cooper  —  In  reference 
to  Bishops  in  America  —  Articles  to  be  published  on  the 

subject  —  The  American  Whig 4113,  4114 

Apr.      11.    Classis  of  Amsterdam  appoints  a  Special  Conunittee  to  de- 
vise a  Plan  of  Union  for  the  Dutch  churches  in  America 

—  Classis  receives  a  letter  from  the  German  church  under 
Rev.  John  M.  Kern,  of  New  York,  asking  assistance  toward 

the  building  of  their  church 4114,  4115 

▼  18.    Rev.  Samuel  Cooper  to  Hon.  Wm.  Livingston  —  In  reference 
to    Bishops    in    America  —  The    American    Whig  —  Civil 

and  religious  liberty    4115,  4116 

May       2.    Classis  writes  to  St.  Eustatius  —  The  Plan  of  Union  for 

the  New  York  churches  —  The  case  of  Rev.   Warmoldus 
Kuypers  —  Letter    to    Rev.    Mr.    Kern    approved  —  Rev. 

Warmoldus  Kuypers  and  church  of  Curaooa 4116-4118 

^  18.    Anglican  Church  at  Albany  —  Petition  for  a  Charter 4118 
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June       2.    Classis  approves  letters  to  the  Conferentie  and  the  Coetus, 

in  reference  to  a  Plan  of  Union  —  Requests  delay  of  ac- 
tion by  the  parties  in  New  York  —  Plan  of  Union  to  be 
submitted  first  to  the  Synod  for  its  approval  —  Action  in 
reference  to  the  case  of  Rev.  Warmoldus  Kuypers. .  4118,  4119 
6.  Classis  further  considers  the  case  of  Rev.  Warmoldus  Kuy- 
pers—  His  sentence  of  suspension  by  the  Consistory  re- 
versed—  Classis  receives  a  letter  from  Church  of  New 
York,  dated  Oct.  7,  1767. 

^Report  on  a  PLAN  OF  UNION  for  the  churches  of 
Xew  York  —  Importance  of  modifying  former  action  of 
1763  —  Evident  that  the  Conferentie  will  have  to  follow 
the  course  of  the  Coetus  —  Importance  of  preserving  both 
parties  to  sound  doctrine  —  Great  multiplication  of  the 
Dutch  population  —  The  change  to  the  English  language 

—  Dutch  ministers  from  Holland  of  little  use  —  Candi- 
dates cannot  be  sent  to  Holland  in  sufficient  numbers  — 
Undesirable  to  send  them  to  other  denominational  institu- 
tions—  The  great  necessity  of  healing  the  schism  now 
existing  in  the  Dutch  churches  —  The  Coetus  brethren 
have  obtained  a  Charter  for  an  Academy  for  themselves 

—  This  will  entirely  separate  them  from  the  Netherland 
Church  —  Hence  a  letter  should  be  written  to  each  party 
earnestly  exhorting  them  to  Union,  and  to  forgive  all  the 
past;  with  intimations  of  what  the  Classis  and  Synod 
are  doing  —  The  Coetus  is  to  be  requested  to  delay  in 
establishing  their  Academy  —  The  project  of  a  Union 
with  Princeton,  for  educational  purposes  alone,  should  be 
duly  considered  —  A  Theological  Professorship  should  be 
there  established  with  a  Professor  from  Holland  —  The 
Netherland  Form  of  Church  Government  and  Doctrines 
should  be  adopted  —  A  close  bond  of  connection  with  the 
Netherland  Church  should  be  maintained  —  The  term 
"  Subordination "  should  be  changed  into  "  Close  Alli- 
ance;" but  the  names  "Classes"  and  "Synods"  should 
not  be  adopted  —  Neighboring  ministers  and  churches 
should  form  a  "  Conventus ",  for  business ;  and  once  a 
year  a  "  General  Coetus "  might  be  held,  consisting  of 
delegates  from  the  several  "  Conventus "  —  This  body 
should  have  the  right  to  examine  and  ordain,  provided  a 
Theological  Professor  had  a  seat  therein  —  The  Acts  of 
this  "  General  Coetus  "  to  be  yearly  transmitted  to  Hol- 
land, which  should  give  paternal  and  fraternal  sugges- 
tions —  Such  is  the  tentative  "  Plan  of  Union  "  —  This 
Plan  to  be  submitted  to  the  Synod  for  its  approval  — 
Copies  sent,  tentatively,  to  the  Coetus  and  the  Con- 
ferentie    4119-4126 
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June      6.     The  Classia  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Conferentie  —  The  desire 

of  the  Classis  for  the  preservation  of  the  received 
"  Church  Order  "  —  Elaborating  a  "  Plan  of  Union  "  for 
the  churches  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey  —  Katitlcation 
of  the  Synod  to  be  sought  —  Request  for  delay  of  any 
efforts  in  New  York  —  A  copy  of  this  letter  also  sent  to 

the  Coetus   4126 

C.    The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Coetus  —  Contents  same 

as  preceding  letter    4126 

July      18,  28.    The  case  of  Rev.  Warmoldus  Kuypers  —  He  is  restored 

and  allowed  "  to  preach  —  Synodalia :  Reports  to 
Sj-nod 4126^128 

July     26-Aug.   4.     Synod  of   North  Holland  —  Classis  of  Amsterdam 

reported  their  action  in  reference  to  the  churches  of 
New  York  and  New  Jersey,  of  June  6  —  (Here  is  re- 
corded the  Action  of  the  Classis  of  June  6,  but  in  a  differ- 
ent translation)    4128^130 

Aug.     23.     Church  of  New  York  —  The  third  building 4130 

Synodalia:  The  item  about  Plan  of  Union  of  Classis 
for  New  York  churches,  of  June  6,  was  found  in  Minutes 
of  Synod 4130 

Sept.       5.    Acts   of   the   Deputies  —  Case   of   Rev.   Kuypers  —  Case   of 

New  York  churches  —  Action  of  the  Classis  —  Rev.  Kuy- 
pers regularly  dismissed  from  church  of  Curacoa  —  The 
delegates  to  Synod  reported  that  the  Plan  of  Union  for 
New  York  churches  was  acceptable  to  Synod  —  An  outline 
of  Plan  of  Union  to  be  sent  to  the  Coetus  and  Conferentie, 
while  being  considered  by  the  several  Classes,  of  the 
Synod  of  North  Holland  —  Advice  from  the  Coetus  and 
Conferentie  sought  thereon 4130-4132 

Oct.         3.     Directors  of  West  India  Co.  desire  to  see  action  of  Classis 

on  case  of  Rev.  W.  Kuypers  —  Classis  only  willing  to  read 
their  action  to  them  —  Classis  approves  letters  to  the 
Conferentie  and  to  the  Coetus,  of  almost  the  same  con- 
tents    4132,  4133 

3.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Coetus  of  New  York  —  Letters 
of  Oct.  7,  1767,  and  April  12,  1768,  received  —  Unable 
yet  to  fill  their  calls  for  Kingston,  The  Flats  and  Red 
Hook  —  Former  intimations  of  a  Plan  of  Union  —  Neces- 
sity of  modifying  action  of  1763  —  This  approved  by  the 
representatives  of  the  State  —  The  delegates  of  the 
Classes  requested  to  approve  it  —  Had  not  been  delegated 
for  this  —  They  request  that  it  be  sent  down  to  the 
Classes  —  Necessity  of  Union  —  Charter  for  a  separate 
College  in  New  Jersey  —  Responsibilities  thereof  —  Pos- 
sibility of  union  with  Princeton  —  Advantages  —  Dutch 
Theological  Professors  —  Conditions  for  candidates  — 
Subscription  to  Netherland  Church  Order  —  Subordination 
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versus  Close  Union  —  Smaller  Assemblies  to  be  called 
"  Conyentus  " ;  the  larger  Assembly,  a  "  General  Coetus  " 
—  Certified  copies  of  this  meeting  to  be  sent  to  Holland  — 
Request  the  consideration  of  this  Plan  of  Union  while 
under  consideration  of  Synod  and  Classes  in  Holland.  4133-4135 
Oct.         3.     Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Conferentie  of  New  York  (see 

preceding  letter)    4136 

13,  20,  Nov.  4,  Dec.  20.  Church  of  New  York  —  Vaults — 
Trustees  for  the  revenues  of  the  North  Church  (Fulton 
Street)  appointed  —  Request  for  a  second  English-speak- 
ing minister  —  Dr.  Livingston  to  be  called 4135,  4136 

/Special  items  in  1768 4137,  4138 

1769. 

Jan.      10.    Acts  of  the  Deputies  of  the  Classis  with  the  Directors  of 

West  India  Company  regarding  salary  of  Rev.  Kuypers.  4138 

4139 
Mar.     20.     Church   of   New   York  —  Pews  —  The   new   Psalm   Book  — 

"  Coat  of  Arms  "  of  Harpending,  to  be  hung  in  the  New 
Church 4139,  4140 

21.  Rev.  John  Ritzema  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Arrival 
of  Rev.  Warmoldus  Kuypers — Proposed  **  Plan  of  Union" 
reviewed  —  Objections  to  the  recognition  of  the  Coetus 
on  equal  terms  —  Queens  College,  or  union  with  the 
Presbyterians  in  their  college  —  Predicted  effects  of  an 
American  Classis  —  Subordination  not  objectionable  — 
Close  Union  with  the  Netherlands  —  Benefit  of  a  Pro- 
fessorship in  Kings  College  —  Its  Episcopal  character  not 
objectionable  —  Their  willingness  for  the  Dutch  to  have 
a  Professor  of  Theology  —  The  conduct  of  the  Coetus 
brethren  in  reference  to  the  Plan  of  Union  —  The 
churches  of  Kingston  and  North  Branch  (Readington) 
desire  ministers 4140-4145 

29,  30.  Churches  of  New  York  —  Resolution  to  call  Dr.  Living- 
ston as  a  second  English  preacher  —  The  Call 4145,  4146 

31.  Church  of  New  York  to  the  Professors  of  the  High  School 
and  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Necessity  of  English 
preaching  —  Their  call  of  Dr.  Livingston  —  His  voice  to 

be  tested  before  presenting  the  call  to  him 4146,  4147 

April      3.     Classis   of   Amsterdam   to    the   Conferentie  —  Reference   to 

the  letters  of  June  6  and  Oct.  3  —  The  proposed  Plan  of 
Union  —  Rev.   Warmoldus   Kuypers    4147 

14.     Church  of  New  York  —  Complaint  against  domine  De  Ronde 

for  performing  a  marriage  without  license 4147,  4148 

16.  Consistory  of  Kingston  to  Cornelius  Clopper  —  Their  long 
waiting  for  a  pastor  from  Holland  —  Desire  return  of 
their  blank  call   4148,  4149 

29.     An  heir  of  Harpending  desires  a  donation  —  Granted 4149 
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May  1/2,    11,    16.     Bills   for   naturalizing  all    Protestants;    passed  — 

Bill  for  incorporating  all  Protestant  churches  north  of 
Dutchess  and  Ulster  counties;  rejected  —  Bill  to  exempt 
payment  of  church  rates  in  the  lower  counties;  rejected.  4149 

4150 

3.    The  Coetus  to  the  Conferentie  —  Request  for  union  on  Plan 

proposed  by  Classis  —  (See  Ikiay  9) 4150 

3,  4,  30.  Church  of  New  York  —  Plan  for  selling  and  renting 
pews  in  Fulton  Street  church  —  The  Plan  of  Union  — 
(See  May  0)    4151,  4152 

5.  Coetus  of  New  York  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Grati- 
tude for  letters  of  June  6  and  Oct  3,  1768,  proposing  Plan 
of  Union;  and  for  continued  alliance  with  Holland  — 
Attempt  to  get  a  meeting  of  Coetus  and  Conferentie  — 
Defeated  by  Ritzema  —  Had  corresponded  with  Consistory 
of  New  York  on  the  subject  —  Educational  union  with 
Princeton  hedged  with  difficulties  —  The  Dutch  more 
able  to  sustain  an  Academy  than  any  other  denomination 
—  Coetus  has  opposed  introduction  of  ministers  into 
churches  contrary  to  the  wish  of  the  church  —  Trusts 
the  Classis  will  do  the  same  —  Sad  case  of  Rev.  Her- 
manns Meyer  at  Kingston 4153,  4154 

5.  Certain  members  of  the  Conferentie  to  the  Classis  of 
Amsterdam  —  Thank  the  Classis  for  Plan  of  Union  — 
They  wished  it  had  first  been  sent  to  America  before  sub- 
mission to  the  Synod  —  Regretted  inability  of  Confer- 
entie to  meet  with  the  Coetus 4154,  4155 

9.  Rev.  John  Ritzema  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  His 
ideas  of  the  Plan  of  Union  —  Objectionable  features  — 
Opposition  of  other  members  of  Conferentie  to  Ritzema's 
views  —  His  attempt  to  prevent  the  coming  of  Confer- 
entie ministers  to  a  meeting  with  the  Coetus  —  Their 
separate  letter  to  the  Classis  —  The  effort  of  the  Coetus 
to  obtain  a  joint  meeting  —  Their  appeal  to  tlie  New 
York  Consistory  to  compel  Ritzema  to  come  to  terms  — 
I-«tter  of  Coetus  to  New  York  Consistorv  of  Mav  4,  offer- 
ing  to  cooperate  with  the  Consistory  for  peace  —  Com- 
plimented by  President  of  Consistory  (Laidlie)  —  Opposi- 
tion of  Ritzema  —  Contest  with  his  colleagues  —  Reply 
of  Consistory  to  letter  of  Coetus  —  Second  letter  of  Coetus 
to  New  York  Consistory  —  The  duty  of  all  to  labor  for 
union  —  The  question  of  the  Academy  to  be  treated  after 
the  Union  —  Coetus  willing  to  take  the  Plan  of  Classis  — 
The  Coetus  would  prefer  the  regular  ecclesiastical  names 
of  "  Synod  "  and  "  Classes  "  —  The  relation  of  the  Theo- 
logical Professor  to  the  Assemblies  —  Continued  contest 
between  Ritzema  and  his  colleagues  —  Ritzema's  sugges- 
tion that  each  one  write  separately  to  Classis  —  Consist- 
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ory  refuses  —  Reply  of  Consistory  to  Ck>etu8  —  Ritzema's 
final  determination  to  stick  to  the  Ck)n8titution  —  His 
remarks  on  the  (alleged)  fanaticism  of  the  times  —  The 
different  churches  —  Charges  ministers  with  ignor- 
ance  4155-4159 

May       11.     Consistory  of  New  York  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  — 

Sorry  for  the  failure  of  a  meeting  of  Coetus  and  Con- 
ferentie  —  Urge  the  Classis  to  persevere  in  its  efforts 
for  peace  and  union  —  Certain  changes  in  Plan  suggested : 
no  union  with  Princeton  College  or  Kings  College  —  The 
united  parties  should  choose  a  Professor  —  Holland  can- 
not furnish  English-speaking  ministers  —  That  the  names 
of  Convention  and  Coetus  should  be  changed  to  Synod 
and  Classis  —  Possible  union  with  the  German  church  of 
Pennsylvania  —  Plan  of  Classis  generally  acceptable  — 
Church  of  New  York  is  neutral  in  the  schism  —  Ritzema 

excused   from   this  meeting    4159,  4160 

12.  Cornelius  Clopper  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Arrival 
of  Rev.  Warmoldus  Kuypers  —  Kingston  requested  their 
blank  call  to  Classis  to  be  returned  —  Urges  Classis  to 
find  a  minister  for  Kingston  4161 

June       5.    John   H.   Livingston  asks   for   preparatory  examination  — 

Classis  reads  a  letter  from  Ritzema  of  March  29  —  Re- 
ferred, for  report — Examination  of  John  Livingston  — 
His  licensure  to  preach  4162,  4163 

July    ^3.    Church  of  New  York  —  The  Dutch  ministers  asked  to  preach 

in   the  North   Church  until   a   second  English  minister 

should  be  called  —  Ritzema  willing;  De  Ronde,  not 4163 

17.  Acts  of  the  Deputies  —  Call  of  Rev.  John  Livingston,  to 
New  York  as  fourth  minister,  second  English  minister  — 
Report  to  Classis  —  Classis  receives  letters  from  Cor. 
Clopper  of  New  York;  from  certain  members  of  the  Con- 
ferentie;  from  the  Coetus;  from  Consistory  of  New  York; 
from  Rev.  Ritzema  —  Ultimatum  of  Classis  of  Amster- 
dam to  the  Synod  respecting  New  York 4164,  4165 

Synodalia  —  Classis  awaits  the  action  of   Synod   on   New 
York   and  New  Jersey    4166 

July     25-Aug.  3.    Synod  of  North  Holland  —  The  Dutch  Coetus  had 

sought  union  with  the  Grerman  Coetus  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Dutch  Academy  —  Christian  F.  Foering  seeks  examina- 
tion in  Synod  praises  German  Coetus  for  refusing  union 
with  New  York  Coetus  —  Classis  of  Amsterdam  urged  to 
effect  union  of  parties  in  New  York 4166,  4167 

Aug.     21.     Church  of  New  York  —  Domine  De  Ronde  in  dispute  with 

his  elders   4167,  4168 

Sept.       4.     Classis  of  Amsterdam  receives  advice  of  Synod  respecting 

disputes  in  New  York  —  Classis  will  write  to  the  Coetus, 
to  the  Conferentie,  and  to  the  Consistory  of  New  York, 
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that  a  Plan  of  Union  is  in  process  of  preparation  —  Letter 
approved  —  John  Livingston  and  the  call  to  New 
York 4168,  4169 

Sept.      4.     The   Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the   Coetus,  to  the  Confer- 

entie,   and   to   the   Consistory   of   New   York  —  Proposed 

Plan  of  Union    4169 

11,   26,   27.     Church   of    New   York — Domine    De   Ronde   com- 
plained of  for  performing  a  certain  marriage 4169-4171 

Oct.        2.     John  Livingston 4171 

19,  Nov.  7.     Church  of  New  York  —  Treasurer  —  Letter  received 

from  John  H.  Livingston  —  Consistory  urges  him  to  come 

over  soon 4171,  4172 

Nov.^  17.     Petition  for  a  Charter  for  the  Newburgh  Anglican  Mission  — 

Granted 4172 

20.  Church  of  New  York  to  Rev.  John  H.  Livingston  —  Regret 

that  he  cannot  come  over  sooner  —  Urge  him  to  hasten..  4172 

4173 

vOther  items  in  1769  —  Similar  items,  1770-1774 4173,  4174 

1770. 

Jan.       9.    John    H.    Livingston  —  Classis    of    Amsterdam    proposes   to 

transfer  the  whole  business  about  New  York  and  New 
Jersey  to  the  Synod  —  Classis  returns  Kingston's  call  to 

Mr.  Clopper  —  Letter  to  him  approved 4174,  4176 

9.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Coetus;  to  the  Conferentie; 
and  to  thp  Consistors'  of  New  York  —  The  Classes  of  the 
Synod  of  North  Holland  voted  not  to  allow  the  Classis  of 
Amsterdam  to  settle  matters  in  New  York  —  Must  await 

action   of    Synod    4175 

9.     Classis   of   Amsterdam    to   Cornelius   Clopper  —  No    pastor 

yet  found  for  Kingston  —  Their  call  returned 4175 

v^  8-27.  Various  Efforts  to  repeal  or  amend  the  ministry  Act 
of  1693  —  Defeated  in  the  Council— (See  April  20,  1777, 
and  April   17,   1784)    4176,  4177 

y  11-27.     Slight  Amendment  to  the  Ministry  Act  of  1693  —  Change 

of  time  of  electing  officers 4177,  4178 

W 12-25.  Proposed  Act  to  exempt  Protestants  from  compulsory 
Church  rates  —  Defeated  in  the  Council — (See  April  20, 
1777,  and  April  17,  1784) 4178 

V^  12-26.     Proposed  Act  to  onalile  any  Protestant  congregation  to 

hold  property  —  Defeated  in  the  Council 4178,  4179 

•  16,  18.  Proposed  bills  for  naturalizing  Jews;  to  take  away  dis- 
abilities from  Quakers 4179 

22.     Church     of     New     York  —  Various     items  —  Peter     Louw, 

chorister  in  North  Church 4180 

Feb.      15.     Anglican    churches    at    Jamaica,    Newtown    and    Flushing, 

L.  I.  —  Rev.  Mr.  Bloomer  to  the  Secretary  of  Society  — 
Inefficiency  of  the  Ministry  Act  —  Sues  his  parish  for  his 
salary  —  Dissenters  oppose  an  Anglican  minister..   4180,  4181 
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Feb.  /  21.    Lieut.    Gov.    Golden   to   the    Earl    of    Hillsborough  —  Laws 

passed  by  the  Assembly  against  compulsory  church  rates, 
rejected  by  the  Gouncil 4181 

Mar.     15.     Ghurch  of  New  York  —  Fulton  Street  Ghurch 4181 

April      1.     Glassis    receives    letter    from    Rev.    Dr.    John    Rodgers  — 

Rev.  John  H.  Livingston  accepts  call  to  New  York  —  Ex- 
amined and  ordained  for  the  church  of  New  York. .  .4182,  4183 
9.     Church    of    New    York  —  Letter    from    Glassis   of    Sept.   4, 
1769,  states  that  a  "  Plan  of  Union  "  will  be  sent  over  — 
Governor  petitioned  for  a  patent  of  24,000  acres,  on  same 

terms  as  given  to  the  Anglican  Ghurch  —  Granted 4183 

/  16.    Anglican   Ghurch   at  Newburgh   petition   for   a   Gharter  — 

Granted 4183,  4184 

30.     Ghurch  of  New  York  petition  for  another  patent  in  Glou- 
cester  county    4184 

May      10,    30.     Ghurch   of   New    York  —  Rev.    Dr.    Livingston    accepts 

their  call  —  Glock  given  for  Tower  of  North  Church.  4184,  4185 

June    ^.    Reports  of  the  Lords  of  Trade  on  the  application  of  Kings 

College,  New  York  for  the  privileges  of  a  University, 
and  for  remission  of  certain  quit  rents  —  Sketch  of  Dr. 

Cooper 4186 

14.     Ghurch  of  New  York 4186,  4187 

July  Christianized  Indians  want  a  missionary  to  instruct  them. . .  4187 

4188 
Synodalia:  Glassis  receives  report  from  the  several  Glasses 
of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland;  not  allowed  to  act  inde- 
pendently in  reference  to  the  schism  in  New  York  — 
Glassis  resigns  control  of  affairs  in  New  York;  leaves 
everything  to  the  Synod;  surrenders  all  correspondence 
on  the  subject  to  the  Synod  —  Glassis  receives  a  letter 
from  the  Presbyterian  Synod  of  New  York  for  the  Synod 
of  North  Holland  — (See  Sept.  3) 4188,  4189 

July      31-Aug.  9.     Synod  of  North  Holland  —  Rev.  Christian  F.  Foer- 

ing  allowed  to  become  pastor  of  certain  churches  —  Acts 
of  the  Glassis  on  New  York  and  New  Jersey  —  Glassis  of 
Amsterdam  informs  Synod  that  it  relinquishes  case  of 
New  York  churches  —  Synod  requests  Claasis  to  keep 
oversight  of  those  churches  —  The  letter  from  Presby- 
terian Synod  of  New  York,  asking  correspondence  —  Re- 
port on  Dr.  Livingston's  ordination  and  settlement.  4189,  4190 

Aug.  13,  20.  Church  of  New  York  —  Letter  received  from  Dr.  Liv- 
ingston respecting  his  arrival  —  Church  receives  a  grant 
from  the  Governor  of  the  "  Township  of  Leyden  "  —  Trus- 
tees transfer  title  to  Consistorv 4190,  4191 

Sept.       3.     Glassis    delivers    the    Latin    letter    from    the    Presbyterian 

Synod  of  New   York   to  the   Synod  of  Nortli   Ilolland  — 

Answer  sent    4191 

6.     Church  of  New  York  —  Arrival  of  Dr.  John  H.  Livin/jston.  4191 
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Oct.        1.    Classis  resolves  to  act  on  the  suggestion  of  the  Synod  of 

July  31,  and  carry  on  negotiations  for  peace  in  New 
York  as  soon  as  they  learn  (unofficially)  the  action  of  the 

several    Classes    4192 

10.     Consistory  of  Kingston  to  Classis  of  Amsterdam 4192 

JOHN,  LORD  DUNMORE,  GOVERNOR.     OCT.  19,  1770-1771. 

V^  26.     Church  of  New  York  —  Address  to  the  new  Governor,  the 

Earl  of  Dunmore;  with  his  reply   4193 

1771. 

Jan.    v^7,  8,  26.    Bills  proposed  for  any  Protestant  church  in  Albany 

county  to  hold  real  estate  —  Passes  in  House  —  Defeated 
in  Council   4193 

8.  All  the  Classes  of  Synod  of  North  Holland  consent  to  au- 
thorizing Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  settle  finally  affairs  of 
New  York  —  Letter  of  church  of  New  York  of  May  11, 
1769,  read  —  Answer  approved  —  Letters  to  the  Coetus, 
to  Conferentie,  to  Rev.  Ritzema  approved 4194 

8.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Consistory  of  New  York  — 
Ordination  of  John  H.  Livingston  —  Certificate  of  Ordi- 
nation—  Congratulations  to  the  church  —  Action  of  the 
Synod  and  the  Classes  —  Exhortation  to  persevere  in 
efforts  for  peace  —  Sorry  at  the  failure  of  the  parties  to 
meet  —  Ritzema's  position  —  Joy  that  the  Classical  Plan 
of  Union  is  approved  —  No  union  with  Princeton  —  Dis- 
approve of  imion  with  Kings  College  —  Professors  should 
be  appointed  —  Conditions  of  licensure  —  The  names 
"  Synod  "  and  "  Classis  "  not  allowed  —  Difficulties  of 
union  of  the  Dutch  and  German  churches 4194,  4195 

8.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Coetus  of  New  York,  Jan.  8, 
1771 — Action  of  the  Synod  and  the  Classes  —  Sorry  at 
the  failure  of  the  parties  to  meet  —  Great  cost  of  running 
an  Academy  —  Relinquish  imion  with  Princeton  —  Pro- 
fessors should  be  appointed  — "  Close  relation  "  versus 
"  Close  ecclesiastical  relations "  —  Object  to  the  use  of 
words  "  Synod  "  and  "  Classes  "  —  Supposed  evil  results  — 
Refused  to  dismiss  Rev.  Meyer  from  Kingston  —  Their 
disinterested  desire  for  the  welfare  of  the  American 
churches 4196.  4197 

8.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Conferentie  of  New  York  — 
Various  letters  received  —  All  referred  to  the  Synod  — 
The  letters  of  the  Conferentie  and  of  Rev.  Ritzema  pre- 
vented peace  —  Classis  about  to  relinquish  the  whole  busi- 
ness—  The  Synod  requested  us  to  persevere  —  The  uncer- 
tain position  of  Rev.  Ritzema  —  Classis  doubts  the  repre- 
sentations of  the  Conferentie  —  If  they  desire  peace,  why 
refuse  the  fraternal  hand    4197,  4198 
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Jan.     21.    Church    of    New    York  —  Petition    in    behalf   of    Van   der 

Sman  —  Various  items    4198,  4199 

^26.     Council  fails  to  act  on  Bill  from  the  Assembly  allowing 
all  churches  in  county  of  Albany  to  hold  real  estate  for 

church    support    4199 

April      8.    Letters  to  New  York  dated  Jan.  8,  have  been  sent 4200 

29,  May  6,  19,  20.  Church  of  New  \ork  —  Rules  about  the 
Lord's  Supper  —  Family  Visitation  —  Doctrine  —  Re- 
pairs —  Chorister 4200,  4201 

June       3.    Rev.    Henry   G.   Brower   ordained  —  Letter   from   Kingston 

read  in   Classis    4201 

9.     Church  of  New  York  — Repairs 4201,  4202 

July        8,  15.     Church  of  New  York  —  Settlement  of  the  Land  granted 
^  to  the  Church,  the  "  Township  of  Leyden  "  — Address  to 
Governor  Tryon  —  His  reply^ 4202,  4203 

WILLIAM  TRYON,  LAST  ROYAL  GOVERNOR.     JULY  9,  1771-1777. 

21.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Consistory  of  Kingston  —  Had 

not  been  able  to  find  a  minister  for  them  —  Unwilling 
also  formally  to  dismiss  Rev.  Meyer,  at  present,  on  ac- 
count of  the  prospects  of  peace  between  the  Coetus  and 
Conferentie  —  Free  to  seek  a  pastor  for  themselves 4204 

22.  Letter  to  Church  of  Kingston  approved  by  Classis 4204,  4205 

24.  Rev.  John  Ritzema  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Com- 
plains of  the  charges  that  he  is  responsible  for  the  failure 

to  secure  peace  —  Declares  it  not  true  that  nine-tenths  of 
the  people  are  in  favor  of  the  Classical  Plan  of  Union; 
that  Rev.  Laidlie  says  subordination  is  absurd;  that  he 
himself  stands  in  no  special  relationship  to  the  Episco- 
palians, because  of  his  being  a  Director  in  Kings  College 
—  He  submits  a  Plan  of  Union  of  his  own ;  that  all  corre- 
spondence heretofore  be  burned;  that  a  "  Netherland 
Church  in  North  America  subordinate  to  the  Classis  of 
Amsterdam  and  the  Synod ''  be  organized ;  that  all  German 
and  Dutch  churches  be  invited  to  send  delegates;  that  all 
sign  the  Formulse  of  Unity;  that  a  Professor  of  Theology 
be  called  from  Holland,  to  have  no  connection  with  the 
Presbyterians  or  Episcopalians;  that  the  Assembly  shall 
be  divided  into  bodies  according  to  the  provinces,  with 
delegates  exchanged;  that  the  Classis  and  Synod  shall  de- 
cide whether  those  ordained  by  the  Coetus  shall  be  re- 
ordained  4205,  4206 

July      30-Aug.    8.     Acts    of    the    Synod    of    North    Holland  —  All    the 

Classes  of  this  Synod  have  agreed  to  leave  the  settlement 
of  the  Affairs  of  New  York  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  — 
Action  of  the  Synod  last  year  referred  to,  requesting  the 
several  Classes  to  report  their  views  directly  to  Classis 
of     Amsterdam  —  That     Classis     resumes     ovwb\^\i\,     oi 
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churches  of  New  York  —  Their  letters  to  the  Coetus,  to 
the  Conferentie  and  to  the  Consistory  of  New  York,  pro- 
posing, tentatively,  a  Plan  of  Union;  that  they  could  not 
allow  the  use  of  the  names  **  Classis "  and  "  Synod " ; 
that  the  union  with  the  Grcrman  Church  belongs  to  the 
Synods  of  North  and  South  Holland;  that  they  must  give 
up  their  Plan  of  an  Academy;  that  a  Professor  of  The- 
ology should  be  called  from  Holland;  that  they  should 
earnestly  strive  to  unite  in  love  and  peace  —  No  reply 
from    New    York   yet    received  —  Letter   of    Presbyterian 

Synod  had  been  answered 4207,  4208 

Synodalia  —  Orange  Nassau  —  The  report  of  Classis  is  in- 
serted in  Minutes  of  Synod 4208 

Sept.      4.     Church   of   New  York  —  Plans   for   settling  "  Township   of 

Leyden"  —  Invitation  by  Circular  Letter  to  all  the 
churches  to  a  General  Convention 4208,  4209 

Oct.         8.     Church  of  New  York  —  Answers  to  the  Circular  Letter  — 

Delegates  appointed  to  the  Convention  —  Consideration  of 
the  Form  of  Government  —  Conditions  of  subscription  by 
the  New  York  delegates  to  the  Plan  of  Union  —  Domine 
De  Ronde  to  preach  a  sermon  of  welcome  to  the  Conven- 
tion, with  earnest  wishes  for  a  blessing 4209,  4210 

9.     Church  of  New  York  —  Deacons*  money 4210 

V 15-18.     General    Convention    of   the    Keformed    Church    in   New 

York  —  "  ARTICLES  OF  UNION  "  adopted 4210-4218 

V  15-18.  The  "CHURCH-ORDER''  now  formally  adopted..  4218-4226 
18.  "  The  General  Convention  "  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  — 
Classical  letters  to  the  Coetus,  to  the  Conferentie,  to  the 
Consistory  of  New  York,  duly  received  —  Invitation  to  a 
General  Convention  —  General  attendance — Minutes  of 
the  Convention  sent  to  the  Classis  —  Ask  for  approbation 
of  Classis  —  Importance  of  this  for  the  peace  of  the 
churches  —  Request  a  speedy  answer  —  Rev.  Meyer  agrees 

to  the  Articles  of  Union 4226,  4227 

30.  Church  of  New  York  —  Consistory  approved  the  "  Plan  of 
Union  "  —  To  write  to  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  To  write 
to  Consistory  of  Kingston,  with  copy  of  "  Plan  of  Union  ".  4227 
18  [30th].  Consistory  of  New  York  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam 
—  The  call  of  Dr.  Livingston  —  Their  "  Circular  Letter  " 
inviting  the  churches  to  a  General  Convention  —  The  ac- 
complished union  —  Hope  for  Classical  ratification  without 
any  essential  changes  —  "  Particular  "  and  "  General  As- 
semblies ",  instead  of  "  Classes  "  and  "  Synods  "  —  The 
Dutch  Church  recognized  by  the  Civil  Authorities  as  a  Na- 
tional Church  —  Surrounded  by  several  Denominations  — 
Will  hold  to  the  "  Doctrine  " ;  and  to  the  "  Form  of  Gov- 
ernment" so  far  as  possible  —  Hope  to  establish  a  flour- 
ishing church,  and  a  *'  Pella  "  for  the  oppressed 4227,  4228 
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Not.      12.    Rev.  Thomas  Clark  to  Rev.  Eilardus  Westerlo  —  Ck>iigTatula- 

tion  on  Dutch  Church  peace  and  union 4228,  4229 

27.  Rev.  John  Ritzema  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Had  re- 
ceived no  answer  to  his  "  Defence  "  written  to  the  Classis 
—  Had  withdrawn  from  the  General  Convention  —  Could 
not  agree  with  his  Consistory  —  Dissatisfied  that  Rev. 
Meyer  was  invited  to  the  Convention,  as  well  as  the  unor- 
dained  ministers  of  the  Coetus  —  Only  half  the  Conferentie 
brethren  present,  who  were  compelled  to  agree  —  Awaits 

decision  of  Classis  4229 

30.  Consistory  of  Kingston  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  In- 
vited to  the  General  Convention;  two  elders  delegated  to 
attend,  but  without  authority  to  subscribe  the  Articles  — 
Do  not  wish  to  have  Rev.  Meyer  thrust  upon  them  —  Not- 
withstanding the  censure,  he  has  continued  to  officiate  in 
private  houses  —  Have  no  objection  to  his  restoration  to 
service,  but  not  to  their  church  —  Have  called  another 
minister  —  Rev.  Meyer's  letter  of  Feb.  4,  1767,  of  following 
import:  After  censure  on  him  he  had  called  a  meeting 
of  ministers  and  elders,  who  had  annulled  the  censure  — 
They  had  not  yet  received  their  "  returned  Call "  —  They 
assert   that   Rev.   Meyer   is   boasting   of   the   refusal   of 

Classis  formally  to  dismiss  him  from  Kingston 4229,  4230 

V  Notes  of  a  legal  argument  before  the  Court  of  Chancery  on 
behalf  of  the  Anglican  minister  at  Jamaica,  sustaining  the 
legality  of  the  Ministry  Act  of  1693 4231-4234 

1772. 

Jan.       10.     Deputies  of   Classis  must  not  enter  into  any  negotiations 

with  Coetus  of  New  York  without  permission  of  Synod 
and  Classis 4234 

14.  Classis  reads  letters  from  the  Union  Convention  at  New 
York;  from  the  Consistory  of  New  York;  the  Plan  of 
Union  —  Joy  of  Classis  —  Classis  approved  answers  to 
said  Consistory  and  General  Convention 4234 

14.  The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Union  Convention  at  New 
York  —  Had  received  their  letter  and  the  Articles  of 
Union  —  Their  Joy  —  Reference  to  the  zeal  of  the  Con- 
sistory of  New  York  to  promote  union  —  Plan  of  Union 
approved  —  Permits  additions  to  the  Plan  for  the  welfare 
of  the  churches  —  Should  seek  reconciliation  of  the  Church 
of  Kingston  and  Rev.  Meyer  —  Hopes  the  Plan  will  secure 
complete  harmony  —  Desires  their  close  alliance  to  the 
Mother  Church  —  Civil  benefits  of  such  relation  —  Bene- 
dictions invoked  upon  the  American  Church 4235,  4236 

14.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Consistory  of  New  York  — 
Joy  of  Classis  at  the  Union  effected  by  action  of  said 
Consistory  to  bring  the  parties  together  —  Exhortation  to 


xliv  Table  of  Contents. 

1772.  PAfflB. 

further  efforts  for  peace  —  Further  details  left  to  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  —  The  Professorate  —  Might  find  a  Pro- 
fessor among  themselves   4237,  4238 

Feb.        3,  17,  March.     Church  of  New  York  —  Collections  for  families 

of  prisoners  —  Seats  in  the  North  Church  —  Amount  of 

collection  —  Annuity  to  widow  of  domine  Boel 4238 

V  German  Reformed  Church  at  Albany  —  Lottery  proposed  for 

its  benefit    4238,  4239 

Mar.    22.V  Call  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  of  New  York  on  Rev. 

Christian  F.   Foering 4239,  4240 

April      6.     Classis   receives   letters   from   Consistory   of   Kingston   and 

from  Rev.  Ritzema 4240 

23,  27.     Consistory   of   New   York   reads   letter  from  Classis   of 
Jan.   14  —  Another  Circular  Letter  to  be  prepared  for  a 
•    second  Convention  —/Funds  given  for  a  Public  School!^. .   4240 

4241 

June       1.     Classis  reads  a  letter  from  Dr.  Livingston 4241 

1.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Brethren  of  the  United  Assem- 
bly—  Sends  Minutes  of  Synod  of  North  Holland  —  Con- 
gratulations   4241 

K  12.     Church  of  New  York  —  Items  of  business 4242 

14.     German  Reformed  Church,  New  York  —  Send  delegates  to 

Second  Convention  to  sign  the  Articles  of  Peace 4242 

16.  Second   Convention   of   Reformed   Church    in    New   York  — 

Classis  has  ratified  the  "  Articles  of  Union  "  of  Oct.  1771 

—  Subscription  to  them  by  most  of  the  ministers  and 
churches 4242-4248 

17.  Second  Convention  of  Ministers  and  Elders  to  the  Classis 

of  Amsterdam  —  Called  together  by  the  Consistory  of 
New  York  —  Gratitude  for  their  letter  of  Jan.  14,  ap- 
proving the  Articles  of  Peace  —  The  Union  consummated 

—  Expect  now  to  make  progress  —  Ask  prayers  of  Classis.  4248 

4249 
July        7,  14.     Church   of   New   York  —  Aid    sought    from   Limenberg, 

Nova  Scotia  —  Items  —  Rev.  De  Ronde  asks  permission 
to    visit    Holland    after    death    of    his    mother  —  Leave 

granted 4249,  4250 

Classis    receives    a    letter    from    Kingston  —  Synodalia  — 
Classis  perceives  the  insertion  of  their  report  on  foreign 

affairs    4250 

July     28-Aug.  6.     Synod  of  North  Holland  —  Pennsylvania  Coetus  re- 
fuses to  unite  with  Coetus  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey 

—  Rev.  Foering*s  marriage  —  Church  of  Amwell  —  Affairs 
of  New  York  and  New  Jersey  committed  entirely  to 
Classis  of  Amsterdam -r- The  Union  Convention  of  Octo- 
ber, 1771  —  Success  of  efforts  for  Union  —  Minutes  of  the 
Convention  —  Letter  of  Convention  asks  for  speedy  ap- 
proval of  the  Plan  —  Letter  from  Consistory  of  New  York 
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asking  that  Classis  would  approve  the  Plan  as  amended  — 
The  names  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Bodies  —  Difficulty  of 
Classis  understanding  circumstances  in  New  York  —  The 
speedy  approbation  of  the  Plan  of  Union  by  the  Classis  — 
Letter  from  the  Presbyterian  Synod  of  New  York  asking 
for  correspondence   4250-4252' 

Aug.  3.  Church  of  New  York  —  Rev.  De  Ronde  again  requests  con- 
tinuance of  his  salary  during  his  absence  in  Holland  — 
Action   of   Consistory   thereon 4252 

Oct.  5.  Church  of  New  York  appoints  delegates  to  the  newly  estab- 
lished "General   Meeting" 4262 

General  Meeting  of  Ministers  and  Elders  —  Approves  calls 
on  Revs.  Meyer  and  Rysdyk  —  Arrangements  for  General 
and      Particular      Meetings  —  Professorate  —  Students  — 

Case    of    Rev.    Meyer 4252-4254 

General  Meeting  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey  to  Classis  of 
Amsterdam  —  Had  received  the  Acts  of   Synod  of   1771 

—  Their  efforts  to  win  the  yet  disaffected  —  Ask  advice 
of  Classis  —  Send  Minutes  of  their  Meeting  of  October, 
1772  4254 

30.     Church  of  New  York  —  Expenses  in  connection  with  English 

worship  —  English  Psalm  Book    4254,  4255 

Dee.         2.    Rev.  John  Arondeus  to  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  His  life  in 

Denmark  —  Lost  his  property  —  Came  back  to  New  York 

—  Pulpits  closed  to  him  —  Preaching  in  private  houses  — 
Reference  to  old  disputes 4255,  4256 

16.    Church  of  New  York  —  Disposition  of  the  collections  in  the 

Old  Church  and  the  New  Church 4255 

30.  Trustees  of  Queens  College  to  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Have 
obtained  a  charter  for  a  College  —  The  name  —  Importance 
of  a  proper  President  —  Request  Classis  to  correspond 
with  the  Faculty  of  Utrecht  —  Qualifications  needed  — 
Suggest  Professor  Bonnet  —  Advantages  of  the  position. . .  4256 

4257 

1773. 

Jan.        6.     Governor   Tryon    to    the    Earl    of    Dartmouth  —  Grants    to 

domine  Dellius  on  east  side  of  Lake  Champlain  —  Proof 

of  right  of  New  York  to  said  lands 4257 

12.  Classis  receives  letter  from  New  York  with  Acts  of  General 
Meeting  in  June  1772  —  Sixty- two  churches  in  the  Union 

—  Letter  to  New  York  approved 4268 

12.     Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  General  Meeting  in  New  York 

—  Had  received  letters  and  Acts  of  the  Assembly  —  Joy 
at  success  of  Plan  of  Union  —  Thanks  to  the  parties  writ- 
ing to  Classis  —  Congratulations  and  good  wishes . .   4258,  425& 

21.     Church  of  New  York  —  Chorister 4259,  4260 
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Har.  n,  19,  20.  Church  of  New  York  —  A  prisoner  for  debt  —  Condi- 
tions for  new  schoolmaster  —  Call  of  Peter  Van  Steen- 
burgh 4260,  4261 

April      5.    Classis  reads  letter  from  Rev.  Arondeus  in  New  York 4262 

May       3,  24,  June  2,  4.     Church  of  New  York —  Now  school  house  — 

Annuity  to  schoolmaster's  widow  —  Settling  the  town- 
ship of   Leyden    4262 

June       3.    The  Greneral   Assembly  of   New  York,   per  Rev.   Jacob  R. 

Hardeiiberg,  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Delays  in 
sending    letters  —  Sending    a    copy    of    Queens    College 

Charter 4263 

V  22,  July  2.  Church  of  New  York  —  King  remits  the  quit-rents 
of  to^Tiship  of  Leyden  —  A  silver  salver  presented  to  Rev. 
Maas,  minister  at  St.  Croix,  for  several  services  —  Thanks 
to  the  King  for  remission  of  quit- rents 4263,  4264 

July      19.     Classis  hears  extracts  from  Minutes  of  Greneral  Meeting  in 

New  York,  October,  1772  —  Classis  requested  to  continue 
correspondence  with  New  York  —  Report  to  Synod  — 
Synodalia  —  Classis  congratulates  the  House  of  Orange- 
Nassau  4264 

July-Aug.     Synod  of  North  Holland  —  Minutes  of  New  York  Assembly 

—  Classis  requested  to  continue  correspondence  with  New 
York 4264 

Aug.       6,  26,  31,  Sept.  16.     Church  of  New  York  —  New  School  House 

—  Conditions  for  free  scholars  —  Township  of  Leyden  — 
Choristers  —  Delegates  to  General  Meeting 4264,  4266 

Oct.        4.     Classis  hears  a  letter  from  New  Brunwsick;   another  from 

Raritan;  also  one  from  Professor  Burmannus,  that  the 
Faculty  of  Utrecht  might  recommend  a  Professor  of  The- 
ology and  President  for  the  New  Jersey  College  —  Points 

of  answer  to  Prof.  Burmannus 4265-4267 

4.     Church  of  New  York  —  Items  —  Plan  for  vaults 4267 

5-8.  General  Meeting  of  Ministers  and  Elders  —  Report  con- 
cerning Kingston  and  Rev.  Meyer  —  The  ProfMsorship  — 
Proposition  of  the  Trustees  of  Queens  Cblleg^f^The  En- 
dowment—  Subject  recommended  to  attention  of  <  Classis 

—  Circulation  of  Acts  of  Synod  of  North  Holland  —  List 

of  ministers : . .   4267-4269 

8.  General  Meeting  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey  to  the  Classis 
of  Amsterdam  —  Acts  of  1772  sent  to  Classis  —  Design  of 
Queens  College  —  Located  at  Brunswick  —  Proposition 
from  the  Trustees  of  Queens  College  —  Institution  gener- 
ally favored  —  Endorse  action  of  Trustees  to  have  Classis 

recommend  a  President  and  Professor 4269,  4270 

6.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Professor  Burmannus  —  Letters 
from  New  Jersey  objectionable  —  Do  not  agree  with  Acta 

of  General  Meeting  of  New  York 4271 

Rev.  A.  Helffenstein  to  Rev.  Christian  F.  Foering 4271,  4272 

Nov.     23.     Church  of  New  York  —  Cost  of  the  new  School  House 4272 
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Jan.        1.     Church  of  New  York  —  Appointment  of  John  Vredenburg. .  4272 

10.  Church  of  New  York  —-  Various  items 4273 

11.  Classis  approves  letter  to  General  Meeting  at  New  York; 

also  to  Professor  Burmannus 4273 

11.     Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  General  Meeting  at  New  York 

—  The  Professorship  —  Seems  to  conflict  with  a  letter 
from  New  Brunswick  about  Queens  College  and  its  plans 

—  Classis  can  do  nothing  at  present 4274,  4275 

Feb.        7,  8.    Church   of  New   York  —  One   hundred   pounds   collected 

for  the  poor  —  Arrangements  for  its  distribution  —  Map 
of  the  township  of  Leyden  with  a  description  of  each  por- 
tion    4276 

^  15.    Bill  to  include  lands  of  the  church  in  Schenectady  in  the 

coimty  of  Albany,  in  the  district  of  Schenectady 4276 

Mar.       4,  6.     Church  of  New  York  —  Request  from  Rev.  De  Ronde  for 

continuance  of  his  salary  while  in  Holland  —  Refused  — 

Items 4275,  4276 

1^22.     Application  for  a  Charter  by  Reformed  Church  of  Pough- 

keepsie 4276 

Apr.      11.     Classis  receives   letter  and  Acts  from  General   Meeting  in 

New  York   4276 

24.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Prof.  Burmannus  at  Utrecht  —  Re- 
quests him  to  suggest  a  proper  person  for  Professor  of 
Theology  for  New  York ? 4276,  4277 

Maj        4.    Theological  Faculty  of  Utrecht  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam 

—  They  return  the  Acts  of  the  New  York  Meeting  —  They 
leave  the  choice  of  a  Professor  to  the  Classis 4277 

June        6.     Classis  approves  a  letter  to  General  Meeting  in  New  York. .  4277 

8.  Classis  of  Ajnsterdam  to   Professor   Bonnet  —  Letter  from 

Faculty  of  Utrecht  received  promising  to  recommend  a 
Professor  for  New  York  —  Classis  will  enquire  what  salary 
is  proposed  for  him,  etc.  —  But  Dr.  Livingston's  name 
occurs  to  Classis  as  a  suitable  Professor  —  Faculty's  opin- 
>^  ion  asked  about  him 4277,  4278 

9.  Professor  Bonnet  to  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Faculty  unani-     ^ 

mously  endorse  Dr.  Livingston  for  Professor  in  America' — 
Peculiar  qualifications  for  that  field  —  If  he  is  not  accept- 
able, amount  of  salary  proposed  should  be  communicated 

to  Classis 4278 

16.     Classis    of    Amsterdam    to    the    General    Meeting    in    New 

York  —  Had   received  letter  and   Acts   of    1773  —  Jov  at 

» 

common  plan  for  a  Professor  in  Queens  College  —  Request 
for  details  as  to   emoluments  and  duties  —  Suggest  Dr. 
Livingston    for   Professor  —  Joy    that   Kings'lon   had   ap- 
proved Articles  of  Union  —  Exertions  should  be  made  to        ' 
get  all  the  churches  to  sign  those  Articles  of  Union.  4278,  4279 
29.     Call  of  Rev.  John  G.  Gebhard  to  German   Church  of  New 

York 4279,  4280 
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July      18.    Deputies  read  a  letter  from  Prof.  Bonnet  that  Dr.  Living- 

Bton  would  be  acceptable  as  Professor  in  New  York  — 
Answer  approved  —  Synodalia  —  Ck>ngratulations  to  House 
of  Orange   4280,  4281 

July- Aug.    Synod  of  North  Holland  —  Extracts  of  Minutes  of  General 

Meeting  in  New  York  —  Letter  from  New  York  about  the 
Professorship  —  Classis  of  Amsterdam  requested  to  con- 
tinue correspondence  with  New  York 4281 

Sept.     19.     Church  of  New  York  —  Delegates  appointed  to  the  smaller 

Assembly  (or  Classis) — Transactions  thereof,  as  well  as 
of  the  Larger  Assembly,  to  be  communicated  by  the  dele- 
gates to  the  Consistory 4281 

Oct.        4-7.     General  Meeting  of  Ministers   and  Elders  —  Letter  read 

from  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Letter  from  the  Trustees  of 
Queens  College  —  Signing  the  Articles  of  Union 4281-428S 

Nov.  21,  24.  Church  of  New  York  —  Church  of  Dover,  N.  Y.,  peti- 
tions for  copies  of  Psalm  Books  —  Petition  granted  —  Spe- 
cial collection  for  the  poor 4283,  4284 


1776. 

Jan.V  12.     Church  of  New  York  —  Items 4284 

20.     Indians  complain  of  a  certain  missionary  to  Colonel  John- 
son     4284,  4285 

V  26.    Amendment  to  Ministry  Act  of  1693  —  Change  of  time  for 

assessing  and  collecting  church  rates 4285 

Feb.        9.     Church  of  New  York  —  Items  —  Decrease  of  price  for  Psalm 

Books   4285,  4286 

Mar.     V9.     Church  of  New  York  —  Items 4286 

Apr.  General    Meeting    of    ministers    and   elders  —  Letters    from 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  The  Professorship  —  Condition  of 
our  country     4286,  4287 

May  v4.  Earl  of  Dartmouth  to  Governor  Tryon  —  Petition  of  the  Pres- 
byterian and  Dutch  churches  to  increase  the  number  of 
members  in  the  House  of  Representatives  —  Denomina- 
tional Charters   4287 

July      17.     Synodalia  —  The  Classis  has  received  no  infornuition  from 

the  American  churches 4288 

July     25-Aug.  3.     Synod  of  North  Holland  —  No  information  conmiimi- 

cated  by  the  Classis  owing  to  the  troubles  in  America . . .  4288 

Aug.     10.     Church  of  New  York  —  Items 4288 

Sept.      4.    The  Deputati  of  Claaais  are  receiving  no  letters  from  New 

York 4288 

Oct.         3.     General   Meeting  of  Ministers   and  Elders  —  Case   of   Rev. 

Meyer  and  Kingston   4289 

12.     Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  General  Meeting  of  Ministers, 

etc.,  in  New  York  —  No  letters  received  in  a  long  time . .  4289 


Table  of  Contents.  xlix 

1776.  PAGE. 

June     24.     Synodalia  —  Information    from   foreign   lands   inserted    for 

benefit  of  Synod  4289 

July-Aug.     Synod  of  North  Holland  —  No  information  from  New  York.  4289 
^Spificopal  churches  in  New  York  at  the  opening  of  the  Revo- 
lution, and  during  the  Revolution 4289,  4290 

Aug.  VI 4,  Sept.  24.    Governor  Tryon  to  Lord  George  Germain  —  The 

Established  Churches  closed  —  Trinity   Church  burned..  4291 

4292 

Oct.  V31.    State  of  the  Anglo-American  Church  at  the  Opening  of  the 

Revolution  —  Episcopal  clergy  loyal  to  the  King  —  Drs. 
Chandler  and  Cooper  obliged  to  flee  —  Patriotism  of  the 
Presbyterians  —  Opposition  to  the  Episcopal  Clergy  —  Dr. 
Inglis's  opinion  of  the  American  Revolution  —  Declaration 
of  Independence  —  Episcopal  clergy  close  their  churches 
because  not  allowed  to  pray  for  the  King  —  New  York 
City  in  the  Revolution  —  Washington  in  New  York  —  Re- 
quest that  prayer  for  the  King  be  omitted  —  Day  of 
prayer  appointed  by  Washington  —  Dr.  Inglis  reads  the 
prayer  for  the  King  —  The  Arms  of  the  King  taken  down 
in  Trinity  Church  —  Trinity  Church  closed  —  Episcopal 
churches  refused  to  American  chaplains  —  Dr.  Inglis 
writes  a  pamphlet  against  the  American  cause  —  The 
y^  English  take  New  York  —  The  city  fired  —  Episcopal  mis- 
'  A  sionaries  in  general  suffer 4292-4300 

GEORGE  CLINTON,  FIRST  STATE  GOVERNOR,  Jl'IA*  0,  1777-1795. 

1777. 

April    20.     Constitution  of  State  of  New  York  —  Final  repeal  of  the 

Ministry  Act  of  1693,  and  all  amendments  —  Freedom  of 

Religion  finally  established  4300.  4301 

July     21.    Synodalia  —  No  tidings  from  New  York  and  New  Jersey. . .  4301 
July- Aug.    Synod  of  North  Holland  —  No  reports  made  by  the  Classic 

of  affairs  in  New  York 4301 


1778. 

July     20.    Synodalia  —  Classis  has  no  news  from  New  York 4301 

July-Aug.    Synod    of    North    Holland  —  No    report    from    Classis    on 

churches  of  New  York 4301 

Oct.  0-8.  General  Meeting  of  Ministers  and  Elders  —  Great  inter- 
ruption of  Correspondence  with  Holland  —  Desire  to  renew 
it  —  Day  of  Fasting  and  Prayer;  sad  condition  of  the 
country 4301,  4302 
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Oct.        8.     G€neral    Meeting   of   New   York    and    New   Jersey    to   the 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  The  war  the  cause  of  no  corre- 
spondence—  No  General  l^leeting  in  three  years  —  Many 
of  the  ministers  obliged  to  flee  —  Effects  of  the  War  on 
Meetings  at  Albany  and  Hackensack  —  Meeting  of  some 
delegates  in  1778  —  Two  students  examined  —  Lack  of  re- 
ports from  different  parts  of  the  Church  —  Only  three 
Dutch  ministers  disloyal  to  the  American  cause  —  Gen- 
eral patriotism  also  of  Presbyterians  —  Barbarous  treat- 
ment of  American  prisoners  —  Burning  of  towns  and 
cities  —  Destruction  of  churches  —  Providential  dealings.  4303 

4304 

1779. 

July      19.     Synodalia — Classis  has  no  information  from  New  York...  4304 
July-Aug.     Synod  of  North  Holland  —  No  report  on  New  York  churches 

received  from  Classis   4304 

Oct.      29.     Trinity    Church,    New   York   City,   grants   the    use   of   St. 

George's  Chapel  to  the  Dutch  loyalists  in  the  city  —  Dr. 
Inglis  informs  the  Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospel 
of  the  fact,  with  the  reasons  —  One  of  the  Dutch  churches 
used  as  a  hospital    4304,  4305 

1780. 

April  8.  Rev.  Garret  Lydekker  and  others,  the  Dutch  loyalist  min- 
isters, return  thanks  to  the  Vestrv  of  Trinitv  Church 4305 

3.     Classis  hears  the  letter  from  New  York  of  Oct.  7,  1778 4306 

July     23.     Synodalia  —  Information  from  New  York  inserted  in  Report 

to  Synod  4306 

July  25-Aug.  5.  Synod  of  North  Holland  —  Letter  of  General  Meet- 
ing of  New  York  of  October,  1778,  read  to  Synod  —  Sub- 
stance of  it  recorded  —  Abstract  of  the  Minutes  of  the 
General  Meeting  of  1778  recorded 4306,  4307 

Oct.       3-6.     General   Meeting  of  Ministers  and  Elders  —  Memorial   to 

the  Government  respecting  the  suppression  of  the  sins  of 
the  land 4307,  4308 

1781. 

July        9.     Church  of  Poughkeepsie   invites   Dr.   Livingston  to   supply 

their  pulpit  during  the  rest  of  the  war  —  Leaves  Pough- 
keepsie, November,  1783,  to  return  to  New  York 4309 

23.     Synodalia  —  Classis  has  no  news  from  New  York  to  report 

to  Synod 4309 

July     31-Aug.  9.     Synod  of  North  Holland  —  Receives  no  report  from 

Classis  respecting  New  York 4309 

Oct.        2-4.     General    fleeting   of   Ministers   and    Elders  —  Report    on 

the  Memorial  to  the  Government,  October,  1780  —  State  of 
the  Church 4309,  4310 
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July     22.    Synodalia  —  Classis   has  no  information   about  New  York 

to  report  to  Synod 4310 

July  30-Aug.  8.  Synod  of  North  Holland  —  The  war  prevents  recep- 
tion of  any  news  from  New  York 4310 

Oct.         1-3.     General  Meeting  of  Ministers  and  Elders  —  The  sins  of 

the  land 4310,  4311 

1783. 

July      21.    The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Ecclesiastical  Asdombly 

in  New  York  and  New  Jersey  —  Had  not  heard  from  the 
churches  of  New  York  since  1778  —  Holland  has  felt  the 
evils  of  the  war  —  Hence  no  correspondence  —  Hope  now 
for  its  continuance  —  Acts  of  the  Synod  of  1782  sent  over.  4311 
21.     Synodalia  —  With  coming  peace,  Classis  hopes  soon  to  hear 

from  churches  in  America 4311 

July      29-Aug.  7.     Synod  of  North  Holland  —  Synod  hopes  that  with 

peace,  news  will  be  received  from  churches  in  New  York. .  4311 

4312 

Oct.       22.     Rev.   Dr.   John   H.   Livingston   to   Rev.   Dr.    Eilardus   Wes- 

terlo  —  The  Revolution  changes  former  plan  of  1772  — 
rState-Church  ideas  finally  destroyedV— Discussion  of 
proper  method  for  Dutch  Church  Professorship,  whether 
to  wait  for  a  Professorship  in  Kings  (Columbia)  College, 
or  to  unite  with  Princeton  Seminary,  or  to  establish  an 
independent  Institution  at  New  Brunswick,  as  central  for 
New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  as  well  as  New  Jersey.  4312-4314 

Nov.         7.     Rev.  Jacob  R.  Hardenberg  to  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Had 

recently  sent  a  letter. —  The  Presbyterian  denomination 
numerous  and  inlluential  —  Are  they  orthodox  ?  —  Sugges- 
tions of  union  deferred  —  Transfer  of  a  Dutch  church  to 
the  Presbyterians  —  Princeton  College  and  Dr.  Wither- 
spoon  —  He  sail.s  for  Europe  to  collect  funds  —  May  visit 
Holland  —  Chartered  Dutch  Seminary-  in  same  state  as 
Princeton  —  Has  suffered  in  its  funds  —  May  n^ed  help.  4314 

4316 

1784. 

^    March  18.     Rev.  Dr.  John  II.  Livingston  to  Rev.  Dr.  Thcodorick  Romeyn 

—  University  for  State  of  New  York 4315 

April       6.     Act  of  the  Legislature  of  New  York  to  enable  churches  of  all 

Denominations  to  appoint  Trustees,  to  be  bodies  corpo- 
rate to  care  for  their  temporalities  —  All  cliurches  form- 
erly chartered  by  the  English  government  may  hold  prop- 
erty of  the  yearly  value  of  £1200 4316 

17.     Repeal  of  all  sectarian  legi^^lation  passed  durix:g  the  colonial 

period 4316 

18-21.  Genera]  Meeting  of  Ministers  and  Elders  —  Outstanding 
congregations  —  State  of  the  churches  at  the  close  of  the 
war  —  The  Professorship 4316^320 
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July      10.    Synodalia  —  Classis    has    received    information    from    New 

York 4320 

July     27- Aug.  6.     Synod  of  North  Holland  —  Desire  to  hear  reports 

from  America    4320 

Aug.     26.     Incorporation  of  the  Lutheran  Church  at  Albany 4320 

Oct.        6-8.    The  General  Meeting  of  Ministers  and  Elders  —  Receives 

a  letter  from  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Fraternal  Corre- 
spondence with  other  American  churches  —  Election  of  a 
Professor  of  Theology  by  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed 
Dutch  Church  in  America  —  Delay  in  this  matter  —  Acts 
reviewed  from  1772  —  Overtures  from  Trustees  of  Queens 
College;  from  Consistory  at  Schenectady;  from  Hacken- 
sack  —  Committee  appointed  —  Their  report :  Queens  Col- 
lege taken  under  patronage  of  the  Church  in  1773;  delays 
by  the  war;  another  institution  at  Schenectady  to  be 
favored;  a  Professor  of  Theology  to  be  appointed,  to  re- 
side in  New  York;  assistance  to  be  sought  from  Collegiate 
Church ;  a  Professor  of  Hebrew  also  should  be  appointed  — 
Synod  decided  it  to  be  impracticable  to  remove  Queens  Col- 
lege from  New  Brunswick,  but  will  render  it  all  possible 
assistance;  will  encourage  an  institution  at  Schenectady; 
appoints  Rev.  Dr.  John  H.  Livingston,  Professor  of  The- 
ology, to  reside  in  New  York;  all  students  must  have 
certificate  from  him  to  entitle  them  to  examination; 
honoraria  to  be  given  him;  Collegiate  Church  requested  to 
co-operate  financially  —  Rev.  Dr.  Hermanns  Meyer  ap- 
pointed Professor  of  Hebrew  and  Greek  —  Dismissal  of 
Rev.  De  Ronde  from  Church  of  New  York  —  Fundamental 
Articles  —  Change  of  names  of  the  American  Ecclesiastical - 

Bodies  —  Ecclesiastical  Incorporations   4321-4323 

8.  The  Synod  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey  to  the  Classis  of 
Amsterdam  —  Close  of  the  war  —  The  Church  preserved  — 
Joy  at  a  letter  from  the  Classis  —  Letters  lost  during 
the  war  —  Send  over  Acts  of  1783,  1784  —  Condition  of 
the  churches  —  Expectations  from  the  measures  and  ap- 
pointments now  made  —  Desire  the  approbation  of  the 
Classis  and  Synod  —  General  respect  among  the  Ameri- 
can Denominations  for  the  Reformed  Church  —  Destruc- 
tions of  the  war  —  Changes  in  circumstances  and  names 
(Synods  and  Classes)  will  make  no  difference  in  affection 
for  Mother  Church  —  Desire  the  Acta  of  Synod  to  be  sent 
over  —  Will  continue  to  correspond  —  Glad  to  receive 
advice 4323-4325 

Nov.        8.     Ordination  of  John  McDonald,  third  Presbvterian  minister  in 

Albany 4325 

The  Episcopal  Church  after  the  Revolution  —  Episcopal  Con- 
ference at  New  Brunswick  —  Society  for  Relief  of  Min- 
isters' Widows  and  Orphans  —  Election  of  Dr.  Samuel  Sea- 
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bury  in  Connecticut,  in  1783,  as  first  Bishop  —  Sails  for 
Scotland  for  Consecration  —  A  General  Convention  called 
to  meet  in  Philadelphia,  Sept.  27,  1785  —  Diocesan  Con- 
vention, June  22,  1785,  in  New  York,  elects  delegates  to 
General  Convention  —  Rev.  Samuel  Provoost  recommended 
for  first  Bishop  of  New  York  —  Opposition  to  the  validity 
of  Dr.  Seabury's  appointment  —  His  Toryism  during  the 
war  —  Consecration  of  Drs.  White  and  Provost  in  1787  — 
Fourteen  clergy  in  Diocese  of  New  York  in  1792 4325-4327 

1785. 

May      10.    Nomination  of  Dr.  J.  H.  Livingston  as  Professor  of  Theology 

in  Queens  College  —  Increase  of  Endowment  required  — 
Trustees  willing  to  appoint  Synod's  Professor  as  their 
Professor  of  Theology  and  President  of  College  —  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  co-operate  with  Synod  to  secure  funds, 

when  Dr.  Livingston  shall  be  formally  called 4327 

17-20.  Synod  of  Reformed  Dutch  Churches  —  Fraternal  Corre- 
spondence in  America  —  Queens  College  and  Funds  —  The 
Professorship  —  Day  of  Fasting  and  Prayer 4328,  432& 

July      18.    Classis  of   Amsterdam  receives   letters  from  New  York  — 

Information  inserted  for  Synod   4330 

July     26-Aug.  4.     Synod  of  North  Holland  —  Synopsis  of  letters  and 

Acts  of  Synod,  from  America,  since  1783  —  Election  of 
Dr.  Livingston  as  Professor  —  Reference  to  funds..  4330,  4331 

Oct.         4-7.    Synod    of   Reformed   Dutch    Churches  —  A    Seminary    at 

Schenectady — Funds  and  Queens  College  —  The  adoption 
of  names  "  Classes  *'  and  "  Synod  "  —  To  seek  amendment 
to  the  State  Law  of  Ecclesiastical  Incorporations  —  Fra- 
ternal correspondence  —  The  Psalms  in  English  ....4331,  4332" 

Dec.       10.     Rev.  John  Ritzema,  Emeritus,  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam 

—  The  former  troubles  in  the  Church  and  his  relation  to 
them  —  The  Dutch  Church  vs.  other  bodies  —  The  Presby- 
terians seeking  union  with  the  Dutch  —  His  fiight  at  the 
capture  of  New  York  in  1776 — His  abode  at  Kinder  hook — 
Conduct  of  his  Consistory  toward  him  after  the  war  — 
His  views  of  their  Church  Charter  —  His  visit  to  the  city 

—  Conduct  of  friends  —  Titles  assumed  of  Synod  and 
Classes,  and  election  of  Dr.  Livingston  to  the  Professor- 
ship —  Ritzema's  labors  at  Kinderhook   4332-4335 

1786. 

Jan.       10.     Classis  approve  letter  to  New  York 4337 

10.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Ecclesiastical  Assembly  in 
New  York  —  Reception  of  letters  and  Acts  —  Joy  at  the 
return  of  peace  —  Sorrow  at  small  number  of  ministers, 
and  fioods  of  error  —  Congratulations  on  appointment  of 
Professors  —  Send  Act  of  Synod  of  North  Holland 4337 
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March  Consistorial   Trusteeahip   for   Reformed  Dutch   Churches  — 

See  March  7,   1788 4338 

April    11.    The  Synod  of  New  York  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  — 

Long  delays  in  Correspondence  —  Send  over  Acts  of  Synod 
of  1785  —  Correspondence  opened  with  the  Scotch  and 
Presbyterian  Churches  —  Dutch  Church  not  established  — 
Special  modes  of  incorporation  of  Elders  and  Deacons,  as 
Trustees,  to  be  secured,  suited  to  the  policy  of  the  Church 
—  Many  preparing  for  the  ministry 4338,  4339 

July      17.    Synodalia  —  No  reports  from  New  York 4340 

July     25-Aug.  3.    Synod  of  North  Holland  —  Awaits  information  from 

Classis  respecting  New  York 4340 

Oct.  3-^.  Synod  of  Dutch  Reformed  Churches  —  Letter  from  Clas- 
sis of  Amsterdam  —  The  Professorship  and  students  — 
Fraternal    correspondence  —  Ecclesiastical    Incorporation.  4340 

4341 


1787. 

Jan.  0.  Classis  receives  a  letter  from  Rev.  John  C.  Rubels  of  Flat- 
bush,  asking  Classis  to  remove  his  suspension  —  Syno- 
dalia —  Information  from  New  York 4341,  4342 

April      2.     Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Church  Assembly  of  New  York, 

etc. —  Had  received  letters  and  Acts  of  Synod  —  For- 
warded Acts  of  Synod  of  North  Holland  —  Joy  at  relation 
with  Scotch  Church,  and  for  special  Act  of  Incorporation 

f©r  Dutch  churches   4342 

13.    Amendment  to  the  Charter  of  Kings  College,  changing  its 

name  to  Columbia,  and  making  it  unsectarian 4342 

May        1-4.     Synod  of  Reformed  Dutch  Churches  —  Form  of  a  Call  to 

a  church  —  Fraternal  correspondence  —  Petition  to  Legis- 
lature for  special  Act  for  incorporation  of  Reformed 
Dutch  churches  4343 

July     21.     Synodalia  —  Information  about  churches  in  America 4343 

July     29-August  7.     Synod  of  North  Holland  —  Letters  and  Acts  of 

Synod  of  New  York  for  1786  received;  also  letters  from 
Rev.  Rubel  and  Rev.  Ritzema   4343,  4344 

August         Cost  of  a  new  Lutheran  Church  erected  in  Albany 4344 

Oct.        2-6.     Synod  of    Reformed    Dutch     churches  —  Letters    received 

from  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  The  Professorship  —  Funds 
and  Queens  College  —  English  Psalmody 4344,  4345 

Oct  6.  The  Synod  of  New  York  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Let- 
ter and  Acts  of  Synod  of  North  Holland  received  —  Send 
them  Acts  of  1787  —  Correspondence  with  Scotch  Church 
in  America  —  Incorporation  of  congregations  of  all  de- 
nominations—  Former  church  charters  valid  —  Petition 
to  make  Consistories  the  Trustees  in  Dutch  churches.  4345,  4346 
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Mar.  7.  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  incorporation  of  Religious  So- 
cieties   ( Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Churches ) 4346 

10.  Act  to  enable  the  corporation  of  Trinity  Church,  New  York, 
to  change  its  name  from  *'  The  Rector  and  Inhabitants  of 
the  City  of  New  York,  in  communion  of  the  Church  of 
England,  as  by  Law  established/ -  to  "  The  Rector  and 
Inhabitants  of  the  City  of  New  York,  in  communion  of 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  the  State  of  New 
New  York;"  and  legitimating  all  Acts  done  under  the  old 
name 4346,  4347 

July      21.     Synodalia  —  Classis  prepares  report  for  Synod  concerning 

churches  in  New  York,  etc 4347 

July  29-Aug.  7.  Synod  of  North  Holland  —  Synod  lias  received  let- 
ters and  Acts  of  the  Synod  of  New  York 4347 

Oct.         7-10.    Synod    of    Reformed    Dutch    Church  —  Letter    received 

from  Classis  of  Amsterdam  —  Synodical  Funds  —  Church- 
Order  —  Committee  appointed  to  translate  the  Doctrines, 
Rules  of  Church  Order,  etc.,  into  English 4347,  4348 

Oct.       12.    The  Synod  of  New  York  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  — 

Had  sent  letters  and  Acts  of  their  Synod,  but  had  not 
yet  received  replies  —  Send  also  Acts  of  1787 4348,  4349 

1789. 

July        2.     Rev.  Eilardus  Westerlo  to  Rev.  John  Bassett  —  Benefit  of 

the  Saratoga  waters   4349 

20.  Synodalia  —  Classis  prepares  report  on  New  York  and  New 

Jersey  for  Synod  of  North  Holland 4349 

July      25-Aug.    7.     Synod    of    North    Holland  —  Letters    and    Acts    of 

New  York  Synod  of  1788  presented  —  Many  students  pre- 
paring for  the  ministry 4349,  4350 

Sept.  19.  Ancient  Burial  Grounds  in  Albany;  Lutheran;  Dutch  Re- 
formed; Episcopal;  Presbyterian;  German  —  One  new 
Common  Cemetery    4350,  4361 

21.  The  Dutch  Church  of  Albany  exchanges  certain  lands  with 

the  city  4361 

Oct.         6-10.    No    letters    from    Classis    of    Amsterdam  —  Funds    and 

Queens  College  —  Synod  presents  an  Address  to  President 

Washington  —  Church  Order  —  New  title  of  the  Church.  4351 

4362 
Nov.      17.     Proper    title    of    the    Reformed    Dutch    Church    of    Pough- 

keepsie 4352,  4353 

1790. 

April  The  Presbytery  of  Albany  formed 4353 

June      28.     Church  of  Poughkeepsie  desires  to  call  Andrew  Gray 4353 

July      19.     Synodalia  —  Classis    prepares    report    on    New    York    for 

Synod  of  North  Holland  4364 
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July     27- Aug.  5.     Synod  of   North   Holland  —  No   information  about 

New  York  received   4354 

Oct.      5-8.     Synod  of  Reformed  Dutch  Churches  —  Ck>rre8pondence  with 

Church  of  Holland  —  Form  of  calls  for  a  pastor  —  Funds 
and  Queens  College  —  Petition  to  Congress  to  exercise 
care  over  the  reprinting  of  the  Bible  —  Translation  of  the 
Doctrines  and  Rules  —  Explanatory  Articles  to  be  incor- 
porated—  A  Convention  to  be  called  to  act  upon  the 
Constitution  —  Address  to  the  Magistracy  —  English 
Psalmody 4354-^356 

Dec.      26.    Death  of  Rev.  Eilardus  Westerlo  —  Sketch   4366,  4357 


1791. 

May       4-7.     Synod  of  Reformed  Dutch  Churches  —  The  Professorship  — 

Funds  and  Queens  College  —  Translation  of  the  Doctrines 
and  Rules  —  The  Synod  of  Dort  —  Plan  under  Articles 
of  Union  of  1771 — Amendments  thereto  —  An  American 
Church  Constitution  to  be  formed  on  the  basis  of  the 
Netherlands  Church  Constitution 4357-4359 

July      18.     Synodalia  —  Classis  has  received  reports  from  America...  4359 

July     26-Aug.    31.     Synod   of   North   Holland  —  Classis    sends    letters 

and  Acts  of  Synod  of  New  York  to  said  Synod  —  Corre- 
spondence of  the  Dutch  Church  in  America  with  Presby- 
terian bodies  there,  not  involving  union  —  Incorporation 
of  individual  congregations  —  Trustees  —  Consistories, 
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Acts  of  the  Classib  of  Amsterdam. 
Bev.  de  Vos  and  van  Harlingen  request  to  b©  examined  in  April. 

1701,  Jan.  13th,  Art  2.  The  Revs.  Leonard  de  Vos.  and  John  Martin  van  Harlln- 
in,  8.  8.  TheoL  Stud,  request  a  preparatory  examination  at  the  next  Classis. 

The  Classis  haylnsr  found  their  testimonials  to  be  sufficient,  granted  their  request 
The  Examiner,  Kessler,  assigned  as  a  text  to  Rev.  de  Vos,  Psalm  24 :  3.  4 ;  and  to 
Ker.  Van.  Harlingen,  Heb.  1 :  3.  8 :  "  Who  being  the  brightness  of  his  glory,  and  the 
express  Image  of  his  person,  etc.*  **  But  unto  the  Son  he  salth,  Thy  throne,  O,  God 
is  forcTer  and  ever,  etc."  To  both  were  assigned  in  the  Hebrew,  Psalm  24 ;  and  In 
the  Ortek,  Heb.  1. 

xlll.  262. 

Letters  to  Churches  Abroad. 

A  letter  was  read  to  the  so-called  Coetus  of  New  York ;  and  a  duplicate  to  the 
so-ciUed  Conferentle.  These  were  approved  by  the  Assembly  with  much  pleasure, 
tad  are  to  be  forwarded.  The  Deputies  were  thanked  for  their  trouble  and 
discretion. 

xlll.  262,  263. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Consistories  of  the 
Province  of  New  York,  January  13,  1761.  Vol.  31,  Page 
154.    No.  108.     Referred  to  Vol.  24:76. 

To  the  Rev.  Consistories  in  the  Province  of  New  York. 
Ber.  Sirs  and  Much-beloved  Brethren : — 

Toar  communication,  signed  by  Domlnes  J.  Rltzema  and  L.  De  Ronde,  in  the  name 
ot  the  CoDferentle  Assembled,  accompanied  by  the  signature  of  other  ministers  in 
Nev  York,  and  dated  May  8th,  1760,  we  received  in  safety.  The  business  done  is 
Kcorded  therein  with  minuteness  and  accuracy,  and  agrees  with  the  account  given 
bj  the  other  brethren. 

It  was  pleasing  to  us  that  the  Christian  and  earnest  advice  of  our  preceding  letter 
^*A  been  adopted,  namely,  the  making  of  an  effort  to  put  an  end  to  the  shameful 
dlTltions  and  deplorable  dissensions,  so  Inconsistent  with  the  Gospel  of  peace  of  the 
fHitle  Savior ;  and  an  attempt  to  reunite  yourselves  in  a  common  Coetus,  (or  Assem- 
Mj-)  We  were  pleased  that  our  letter  had  had  so  much  influence  on  you,  Rev. 
Oentlemeo,  that  you  were  disposed  to  bridge  the  chasm,  and  debate  the  matter. 
Bvt  we  learned  with  grief  that  the  desired  union,  with  the  peace  incident  thereto, 
V**  not  accomplished ;  that  negotiations  were  broken  off,  or  at  least  delayed ;  for  you 
conld  not  agree  upon  the  articles  and  conditions  which  were  then  proposed. 

The  brethren  who  call  themselves  the  Conferentle  required  that  all  decisions  of 
hnportint  matters,  about  which  there  might  firlse  differences  of  opinion,  should  be 
Btde  by  the  Classis,  and  that  the  business  in  such  cases  should  be  so  referred  by 
^th  parties.  The  present  Coetus  replies  that  all  matters,  must,  as  usual,  be  deter- 
B»Ine<J  by  a  plurality  of  votes,  according  to  Article  31  of  the  Church  Order : — (Of 
<^  Synod  of  Dort.)  The  Coetus  also  recognizes  the  legality  of  examining  and 
li^eotlng  students  in  America;  that  ordinations  once  performed  cannot  be  repeated, 
*oy  more  than  that  one  who  has  been  once  lawfully  baptized  needs  to  be  baptized 
*Aio :  for  re-ordlnations  would  endanger  the  peace  of  the  congregations. 

^t  the  Conferentle  affirms  that  such  powers  do  not  belong  to  the  Coetus,  Inas- 
■vh  as  the  Classis  has  never  recognized  the  Coetus  in  any  other  capacity  than  as  a 
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•ubordinate  body,  and  then  only  under  t^e  expreM  condition  that  care  matt  be 
taken  not  to  allow  a  word  against  the  doctrine,  nor  to  hold  any  preparatory  or  final 
ezaminationa,  according  to  a  letter  of  the  Classis  in  Not.  1739,  because  this  power 
was  reaerred  to  the  Classis  by  the  Synod  of  Dort. 

Having  laid  the  contents  of  both  letters  before  the  Rey.  Classis,  and  these  haTiac 
been  duly  considered  by  that  Bey.  Assembly,  we  are  directed  to  urge  upon  yoa 
earnestly  again  the  duty  of  the  union  of  the  parties,  and  to  give  you  also  the 
decisions  of  the  Classis  on  the  points  in  dispute. 

1.  On  the  first  point :  The  opinion  of  the  Classis  is  that  a  decision  by  a  majority 
of  votes  is  essential.  The  very  nature  of  any  Assembly,  and  therefore  also  of  an 
Ecclesiastical  Assembly,  requires  such  a  rule.  Protesting  members,  however,  have 
the  right  to  appeal  to  Classis,  which  is  a  common  right  in  all  subordinate 
Assemblies. 

2.  In  reference  to  the  second  point,  we  must  say  that  we  cannot  approve  the 
preferments,  (of  students  into  candidates,  or  of  candidates  into  ministers,)  as  having 
been  performed  according  to  the  rules  of  the  Netherlands  Churches ;  but  we  will  not 
be  so  strict  in  this  matter  as  to  revoke  these  preferments,  but  we  accept  of  them 
as  facts  accomplished.  It  is  indeed  true  that  the  Classis  has  not  given  authority  to 
the  Coetus  to  conduct  examinations,  for  this  privilege  belongs  only  to  a  regular 
Classis;  but  the  Classis  will,  hereafter,  in  extraordinary  circumstances,  act  In  a 
liberal  manner,  pro  re  natOf  upon  notification  of  the  necessities  of  the  case.  But 
the  Coetus  must,  then,  be  able  to  give  a  suitable  certificate  of  the  extent  of  the 
indlviduars  knowledge  of  Sacred  Theology.  The  Classis  will  not,  however,  concede 
such  privileges  unless  the  Coetus  become  a  united  body  again,  in  the  bonds  of  love. 

Rev.  Sirs  and  Much-beloved  Brethren,  such  is  our  advice  and  decision.  By  the 
help  of  Ck>d,  they  are  adapted  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  newly  established  con- 
gregatlons,  and  the  edification  of  the  others,  in  the  faith  of  Christ.  We  trust  that 
none  of  you  will  be  elated  at  the  confusion  or  the  seeming  Independence,  of  any  of 
the  brethren,  caused  by  our  decision,  and  permit  these  facts,  instead  of  healing  the 
wound,  to  make  it  more  difllcult  to  be  healed ;  but  may  you  thereby  lay  a  foundation 
for  the  desired  union.  If  we  realize  the  Importance  of  maintaining  the  honor  of 
God,  (as  his  servants,)  of  extending  his  kingdom,  of  edifying  our  individual  congre- 
gations, then  labor  to  this  end.  How  necessary  is  it  that  we  beseech  God  to  give  ns 
the  spirit  of  love  and  moderation,  in  order  to  guard  us  against  the  ambitious  spirit 
of  Diotrephes ;  and  to  enable  us  to  hate  and  destroy  all  wrong  tendencies  and  sinful 
passion,  although  varnished  with  seemingly  good  pretexts. 

We  pray  you,  therefore,  to  act  as  brethren.  Bind  together  the  loosened  ties.  Love 
truth  and  peace  as  the  sons  of  God.  Be  examples  to  each  other,  each  regarding  the 
other  as  better  than  himself.  Bear  each  others  burdens  and  so  fulfill  the  law  of 
Christ  How  much  would  such  conduct  on  your  part,  cause  us  to  thank  Ctod,  the 
Lord  of  peace !  What  refreshment  and  Joy  would  it  be  to  ns ;  yea,  what  a  reward 
for  all  our  brotherly  advice!  We  close  with  the  words  of  Paul,  Rom.  15:  5,  6. 
"  Committing  you  and  your  congregations  to  the  protection  of  God  and  the  word  of 
his  grace."  With  true  eifection,  we  remain. 
Rev.  Sirs  and  Much-beloved  Brethren, 

Your  obedient  servants  and  brethren, 

In  the  Name  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 

R.  Perisonlus.  V.D.M.  Depp.  C\.  h.  t.  Praeses. 
B.  P.  G.  Van  Essen.  Depp.  01.  h.  t.  Scrlba. 
In  our  Classical  Assembly, 

January  13,  1761. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterda^i  to  tuk  Consistory  of  Xew  York, 
Tax.   13,   1761.     Vol.  31,  Page  IT)?.     No.  100. 

To  the  Rev.  Consistory  In  the  City  of  New  York, 

Rev.  Sirs  and  Much-beloved  Brethren : — 

Accompanying  this  letter  we  send  you  the  proceedings  of  the  Synod  of  North 
Holland  for  1760.  held  In  this  city  (Amsterdam).     We  hope  you  duly  received  the 
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IClButes  of  the  preceding  year.    The  Classis  thought  it  best  to  eend  these  documents 
to  you,  since  your  place  is  the  chief  town  in  the  Province.     From  you  they  can  he 
scat  with  greater  facility  to  the  other  brethren.    We  request  you  to  be  careful  of  all 
tetters,  and  to  forward  them  to  their  destination  as  you  have  hitherto  done.    We 
fraternally  exhort  every  member  to  be  zealous  in  promoting  love  and  unity.    We 
tnst  that  the  God  of  peace  may  bless  you,  by  pouring  out  his  Holy  Spirit  upon  his 
Clrarch  for  the  upbuilding  of  Zion. 
Reiterating  our  genuine  affection  for  you,  we  subscribe  our  names, 
Ber.  Sirs  and  Much-beloTCd  Brethren, 

In  the  name  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 

B.  Perisonius,  V.D.li.,  Depp.  CI.  h.  t.  Praeses. 
B.  P.  O.  Van  Esse,  Depp.  CI.  h.  t.  Scriba. 

Is  oer  Classical  Assembly,  Jan.  13,  1761. 

Archbishop  Secker  to  the  Reverend  Dr.  [Samuel]  Johnson. 

Lambeth,  Jan.  20,  1761. 
Good  Dr.  Johnson 

The  UnlTsrsity  of  Oxford  have  unanimously  given  Mr.  [Henry]  Barclay,  at  my 
nqnest,  the  Degree  of  a  Doctor  of  Divinity  by  a  Diploma,  which  Is  in  my  hands,  bat 
ilill  be  sent  to  the  Doctor  In  such  a  manner,  as  he  shall  direct.  Be  pleased  in  the 
MSBtlnia  to  congratulate  him  from  me  on  the  justice  done  in  this  respect  to  his 
■erit 

My  fortbtr  inquiries  for  Tutors  in  your  College,  though  diligent,  continue  to  be 
assaccessfoL  Nor  do  we  find  persons  to  supply  our  vacant  missions,  which  are  now 
leren  or  eight  Pray  is  Mr.  Gibbs  of  Simsbury  in  a  condition  to  do  any  duty 
Pfepcrly,  and  what?  and  is  there  any  hope,  that  Mr.  Lyons  of  Brookhaven,  if  removed 
with  an  admonition,  would  mend  ?  I  hope  you  will  send  us  over  good  young  men  for 
Missionaries,  when  you  can.  We  must  supply  the  old  parishes,  before  we  attempt 
(Ttctlng  new  ones. 

The  King  hath  had  no  opportunity,  as  yet,  of  shewing  what  his  dispositions  are 
towards  the  American  Churches^  excepting  that  in  general  all  hii  dispositions  are 
food.  But  whom  he  will  consult  particularly  on  this  head,  hath  not  hitherto 
tvpesred.  I  presume  the  Episcopal  Clergy  will  transmit  addresses  to  him,  as  their 
vndecessors,  when  they  were  much  fewer,  did  to  the  late  King.  This  may  lead  him 
to  enquire  concerning  them  and  express  himself  in  relation  to  them.  If  any  such 
•**wwts  come  to  me,  I  will  take  the  best  care  of  them,  that  I  can. 
Ton  ihall  hear  further,  as  occasion  may  require,  from  your  loving  Brother 

—Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  Vol.  vif,  p.  454. 


Church  of  New  York. 
Manor  of  Fordham. 

New  York,  February  2,  1761. 
Cosflitory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Mr.  Abraham  van  Wyck  presented  a  list  of  the  remaining  farms  and  places  on 
the  Ifaaor  as  yet  unsold.  This  matter,  the  conHistory  took  Into  serious  consldera- 
doB.  They  directed  that  they  should  be  sold  at  public  vendue  at  such  time  and 
P^  as  the  committee  to  be  appointed  should  judge  best.  The  committee  consists 
^  Messrs.  L.  Lispenard,  T.  Marschalk,  P.  Clopper,  A.  Lott,  Jr.  and  G.  Bapelye. 
'oba  de  Peyster  was  requested  to  assist  thehi  in  leasing  such  plots  of  Mr.  Harpendlng 
u  now  are,  or  soon  will  be  in  possession  of  the  church. 

Mr.  J.  Van  Antwerps  request  for  an  increase  of  salary  was  so  far  allowed,  that  so 
Nf  as  he  conducts  the  service  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  congregation,  £5,  shall  be 
a^ded  to  his  salary. 

Citberine  Althen  was  taken  on  the  list  of  the  Poor. 

Signed  in  name  etc. 

J.  Ritzema,  p.  t.  Pres. 


1761 


1761 
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Itirv.  Samusl  Seabuby  to  ths  Society  fob  Pbopaoatino  thk 

GosFSL.     Chubch  of  Flushing. 

Jamaica,  March  26,  1761. 
Beyerend  Sir: 

In  my  last  I  informed  you  that  the  people  at  Flushing  were  finishing  their 
Church.  The  severe  cold  weather  the  past  Winter  obliged  them  to  suspend  the  work 
some  months,  but  they  have  now  resumed  it  ft  are  likely  to  complete  it  in  a  short 
time,  together  with  a  handsome  Steeple  which  was  begun  last  Autumn.  The  prin- 
cipal expense  of  this  work  is  defrayed  by  Mr.  John  Aspinwall  ft  Mr.  Thos.  GrennaU 
two  Gentlemen  who  have  lately  retired  thither  from  New  York. 

Mr.  Aspinwall  has  besides  made  them  a  present  of  a  yery  fine  Bell  of  about  fiye 
hundred  weight  ft  I  hope  the  Influence  and  example  of  these  Gentlemen  in  their 
regular  ft  constant  attendance  on  divine  Service  will  have  some  good  effect  on  the 
people  of  that  town  Thro'  Mr.  Asplnwall's  ipeans  also  that  Church  hath  been  con- 
stantly supplied  the  last  half  year  with  a  Lay  Reader  one  Mr.  Tredwell  a  youns 
Gentleman  educated  at  Yale  College  in  Connecticutt  of  an  amiable  character  ft  dispo- 
sition ft  who  intends  to  offer  himself  for  the  service  of  the  (Society)  and  witb 
their  permission  to  go  to  England  next  autumn. 
Rev.  Sir  etc. 

Samuel  Seabury 
—Doc  Hist  N.  Y.  Vol.  iiL  p.  197. 

Chubch  of  New  Yobk. 
Manor  of  Fordham. 

New  York,  April,  1701. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

The  committee  on  the  public  sale  of  the  unsold  lands  on  the  Manor  of  Fordham, 
reported,  that  the  vendue  was  held  on  March  25th,  and  the  following  properties 
were  sold: 

No.  1.  The  farm  now  in  possession  of  Mr.  John  Archer  to  John  Yermillle^  for 
£8.  per  acre,  the  wood  lot  excepted. 

No.  13.  The  farm  now  in  possession  of  Mr.  Mlchiel  Odel,  to  Michiel  Odel,  for 
£6:10  per  acre.  This  was  transferred  to  Walter  Briggs  of  Westchester  for  £100., 
the  fourth  of  the  purchase  money,  was  paid  down. 

No.  D.  The  Farm,  partly  in  possession  of  Valentyn,  lying  to  the  south  of  Jacob 
Lent,  as  far  as  Mr.  de  Lancey's  mill,  was  sold  for  £4 :10  per  acre,  to  Mr.  Pleter  de 
Lancey. 

The  lot  adjoining  the'  Farm  No.  1,  or  the  lot  known  as  the  wood  lot,  was  sold  to 
Jacob  Valentyn,  for  £10 :5  per  acre. 

Two  valley  lots,  one  No.  7,  the  other  known  as  the  church  lot,  were  sold  to  Joshua 
Bishop  for  £22  per  lot 


Two  lots  Valley  No.     4  and  No.     2,  to  Joshua  Bishop,  for  £17  :5  per  lot 

No.     5  and  No.     1,  to  Donald  Morrison,  for  £17.  per  lot 
No.  13  and  No.     9,  to  Hendrlk  Brown,  for  £14  :5  per  lot. 
No.     8  and  No.  12,  to  Donald  Morrison,  for  £17  :15  per  lot 
No.  10  and  No.     3,  to  John  Vermlllie,  for  £10.  per  lot. 


<«  11  II 

II  «i  II 

II  11  11 

11  II  II 


The  piece  of  land  now  in  possession  of  Benjamin  Coeson  was  not  sold,  because  the 
lease  does  not  expire  till  the  year  1763. 

Signed, 

J.  Bitzema,  p.  t.  President 
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Acts  of  the  Classis  op  Amsterdam. 

(John  M.  Van  Harlingen.) 

1761,  April  6th.  Art  3.  Kevs.  John  Martin  Van  Harlingen, 
who  now  also  handed  in  the  lacking  church  certificate,  and  Leonard 
de  Vos,  S.  S.  Theol.  Stud.,  preached  sermons  on  the  assigned  tesrts, 
and  in  so  far  gave  satisfaction  that  they  were  admitted  to  the 
pieparatory  examination.  The  Rev.  Examiner,  Kessler,  ques- 
tioned them  in  the  Sacred  Original  Languages,  and  on  the  prin- 
cipal heads  of  Theology.  The  last  named,  (do  Vos),  gave  so 
little  satisfaction  in  any  particular,  that  the  Assembly  did  not  feel 
at  liberty  to  accept  him  as  a  licentiate.  This  was  announced  to 
him  with  an  earnest  exhortation  to  diligence.  The  other  (Van 
Harlingen)  gave  us  so  great  satisfaction,  that  with  congratulations 
he  was  admitted  to  the  oflSoe  of  public  preaching,  after  he  had 
signed  the  Formulae  of  Concord,  had  taken  the  oath  against 
Simony,  had  repudiated  the  condemned  opinions  of  Prof.  Eoel 
and  Dr.  Bekker,  and  had  promised  to  read  without  change  the 
Porms  of  Baptism  and  the  Supper ;  especially  the  three  questions 
of  the  Baptismal  Formula.  Of  all  this  a  laudable  certificate  shall 
be  given  him.  The  Examiner  was  thanked  for  his  orderly  and 
neat  examination,     xiii.  265. 

Episcopai*  Church  of  Jamaica  Petition  for  a  Chabtbe. 

April  8,  1761. 

To  tbe  Honourable  Cadwallader  Colden  Esq.  President  of  his  Majesty's  Council 
and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  New  York  and  the  Territories  depending 
tkereon  In  America  etc. 

The  Petition  of  the  Minister  of  the  Parish  of  Jamaica  ft  Snndrey  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  The  Town  of  Jamaica  on  Nassau  Island  Communicants  ft  professors  of  the 
Church  of  England  as  by  Law  Established.     (1761) 
Most  Humbly  Sheweth 

That  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Jamaica :  Members  &  professors  of  the 
Church  of  England  as  by  Law  Established :  did  some  years  ago  by  Voluntary 
contributions  Erect  &  finish  a  decent  &  Convenient  Church  in  tbe  Town  of  Jamaica : 
for  the  Celebration  of  Divine  Service  according  to  the  use  of  the  Church  of  England, 
bat  that  through  the  Want  of  some  proper  Persons  to  Superintend  the  Affairs  of  the 
8ame :  With  Legal  Authority,  the  Building  Is  now  Considerably  out  of  Repair,  and 
There  la  danger  Least  moneys  contributed  for  the  Repair  of  tbe  Same  may  b« 
Improperly  Applyed  to  the  Detriment  of  your  Petitioners :  ft  Thro'  the  want  of  such 
Persona  it  also  comes  to  pass  that  pious  and  Well  Disposed  People  are  Discouraged, 
Id  their  Designs  of  Establishing  ft  Erecting  proper  Funds  for  the  Support  of  the 
Church  ft  its  Ministry.     Tour  Petitioners  Therefore  Humbly  beg  that  your  Honour 
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Takelng  these  things  into  Consideration  would  be  pleased  to  Grant  us  a  Charter 
(Incorporating  such  Persons  as  upon  Mature  Deliberation  shall  be  fotmd  Worthy) 
with  such  Privileges  ft  Immunities  as  in  Your  Wisdom  you  shall  think  Proper.     And 
Yotjr  Petitioners  as  In  Duty  bound  Will  Ever  Pray. 
April  the  8th,  1761. 


Samue)  Seabury,  Jr.  Minister. 

Robert  Howell 

Benjamin  Carpenter 

John  Huchiens 

John  Smith 

Jacob  Ogden 

Joseph  Olfleld 

Joseph  Olfleld,  Jr. 

John  Troup 

John  Comes 

Gilbert  Comes 


Thomas  Truxton 
Thos  Braine 
Benj.  Whitehead 
Samuel  Smith 
WllUam  Sherlock 
John  Innes 
Richard  Betts 
Isaac  Vanhook 
Thos.  Hlnchman 
Adm.  Lawrence. 

—Doc  Hist.  N.  Y.  Vol.  111.  p.  197. 


Church  of  New  York. 
Manor  of  Fordham. 

New  York,  April  30,  1761.' 

Consiitory  lield  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Mr.  C  Bancker  made  kno^vn  to  the  Consistory  that  Mr.  Abram 
Van  Wyck  re&igned  his  commission  as  overseer  of  the  revenues  of 
the  Manor.  Thereupon  the  Committee  on  the  affairs  of  the  Manor 
were  requested  to  confer  witli  him  concerning  what  he  had  done 
beyond  his  duty,  and  receive  from  him  the  books,  and  deliver  them 
to  the  new  treasurer  vet  to  be  chosen. 

It  was  discussed  whether  the  treasurer  should  be  placed  on  the 
same  footing  as  formerly.  It  was  Resolved,  1.  That  he  shall  re- 
ceive for  his  services  a  yearly  salary  of  £25. 

2.  He  shall  be  chosen  every  vear  at  the  same  time  as  the  Con- 
sistory. 

3.  He  shall  state  his  account  yearly,,  at  the  great  Reckoning  day, 
and  also  be  always  ready  to  give  account  to  the  consistory  when 
asked. 

4.  He  shall  put  out  no  money  unless  with  the  knowledge  at  least 
of  the  Elders.  Thereupon  Mr.  Adrian  Bancker  was  choeeziy  to 
serve  till  the  next  election,  and  to  be  paid  pro  rata  for  the  time. 

Furthermore  Resolved,  That  the  Avritings  of  the  lands  sold  as 
above  named,  be  sealed ;  also  some  leases  or  mortgages  on  the  lots 
of  Mr.  Haxpending.     Order  was  given  to  have  some  leases  printed 
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and  bound  together  in  a  book,  to  save  the  cost  of  continual  copying 

and  the  danger  of  being  scattered. 

Signed,  etc., 

J.  Ritzema,  p.  t.  President. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Examination  and  ordination  of  John  Martin  Van  Harlingen. 

1761,  May  4th.  Art  4.  John  Martin  Van  Harlingen,  S.  S. 
Min.  Cand.,  asks  for  a  final  examination,  and  to  be  ordained  as 
minister  in  the  service  of  the  New  Netherland  Churches.  This 
was  granted  to  him.  In  the  presence  of  the  High  Kev.  Deputatus 
Synodi,  E.  Ph.  G.  van  Essen,  minister  in  this  city,  he  preached  a 
sermon  on  the  assigned  text  1  Cor.  2:2,"  For  I  determined  not  to 
know  anything  among  you,  save  Jesus  Christ,  and  him  crucified." 
He  was  further  examined  by  the  Examiner,  William  van  der  Zouw, 
in  Hebrew  on  Psalm  93,  and  in  Greek,  on  1  Cor.  2 ;  and  subse- 
quently on  the  most  important  points  of  our  Sacred  Theology.  In 
all  of  this  he  gave  so  much  satisfaction  to  the  Assembly,  that  with 
much  satisfaction  (lit  amplitude,  and  a  imanimous  vote  he  was 
adjudged  fit  for  the  ministry  of  the  Gospel  in  those  regions.  They 
expressed  their  best  wishes  for  God's  blessing  upon  him,  and  their 
hope  and  expectation  that  he  will  be  a  very  useful  instrument  for 
the  extention  of  Christ's  Kingdom.  Furthermore  he  was  ordained 
in  the  full  meeting,  by  the  Examiner,  with  the  laying  on  of  hands. 
See  subsequently  Olassis  of  September  7, 1761  Art  6. 

xiii.  266. 

Church  op  New  York. 

Manor  of  Fordham. 

New  York,  May  7,  1761. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

The  committee  on  the  affairs  of  the  Manor  reported  from  Mr. 
Abram  Van  Wyck,  that  there  was  a  little  income  from  the  Manor 
during  the  three  years  of  his  administration.  This  had  yielded 
him,  in  all,  only  £10.  or  thereabouts.  Therefore  he  desired  to  re- 
ceive £20.  more,  wherewith  he  would  be  satisfied. 
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Resolved  that  this  amount  be  given  him.     The  Treasurer  was 

directed  to  receive  from  Mr.  Van  Wyck  everything  that  belongs  to 

the  Manor;  to  pay  him  the  £20. ;  and  also  the  £27.  10.  which  he 

advanced  to  the  treasury,  and  then  give  Mr.  Van  Wyck  a  receipt 

for  the  delivery  of  everything. 

Signed,  etc., 

J.  Ritzema,  p.  t.  President. 

Ohukck  of  Xew  York. 

New  York,  July  10,  1761. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Mr.  J.  Lansing  requested  payment  of  the  bond  held  by  him  for 
£275^ ;  but  there  was  no  money  in  the  treasury,  except  that  from 
the  Manor  of  Fordham,  which  could  be  used  to  discharge  this  bond. 
Thereupon  it  was  resolved  that  the  Treasurer  of  the  Manor  take 
from  the  treasury  the  two  bonds  for  £300.  belonging  to  the  Deacons 
and  discharge  the  bond  out  of  his  money. 

That  £1000.  of  the  money  of  the  Manor  be  put  out  to  the  Cor- 
poration of  the  City,  at  5  per  cent 

In  name,  etc 

J.  Ritzema,  p.  t  President. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

(Haagoort) 

1761,  July  20th.  Art  1.  A  letter  from  Rev.  Gerard  Haagoort, 
of  Second  River,  of  April  6,  1761,  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras.  xiii.  267. 

Acts  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holtj^^nd,  July  28-Auo.  6, 1761. 

pp.  38-43.     Vol.  64. 
Article  46. 


South  and  North  Hampton;  Rev  (Jonathan)  Du  Bois,  pastor;  Families,  47; 
members,  55 ;  from  Oct.  1750-Oct.  1760,  15  children  baptized.  His  church  Is 
satisfied  with  him.     He  has  thoug^ht,  however,  of  leaving. 

It  makes  known  that  an  important  church  at  Amwyl,  (Amwell),  New  Jersey, 
about  88  English  miles,  (13  hours)  from  Philadelphia,  as  well  as  a  church  at  Baston, 
a  Tillage  recently  begun,  about  60  miles  from  Philadelphia,  in  PennsylTania,  had 
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requested  tbe  Coetus  to  call  a  minlBter  for  each  of  them,  with  the  promise  of  fifty 
pounds  annually,  for  support;  and,  on  the  part  of  Amwyl,  trayellng  expenses  and 
trte  residence  besides.  Wherefore  the  Coetus  asks  that  the  Deputies  and  Com- 
mitsioners  of  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam  call  and  send  ministers  for  those  churches. 

The  Deputies  (of  the  Synods)  and  the  Commissioners  of  the  Bey.  Classls  of 
Amsterdam  neither  could  nor  would  disregard  the  request  of  the  (German)  Coetus 
for  the  churches  at  Amwyl  (Amwell)  and  Baston.  Wherefore,  they  had  made 
tDqniries  for  obtaining  capable  men,  and,  upon  information  recelyed,  had  called 
Ber.  Johannes  Jacobus  Irlen,  candidate  at  Kleene,  as  minister  for  Amwyl,  but 
without  success.  They  had  called  also  Rey.  Casparus  Michael  Stapel  formerly  a 
Latheran  minister  at  Rostok,  in  the  Duchy  of  Mecklenberg,  but  who  had  gone  oyer 
to  tbe  Reformed  Religion.  His  motiye  for  this  change  he  had  set  forth  in  the 
Oermaii  language.  These  were  translated  into  Dutch,  and  were  printed  at  the 
EUigne  by  Van  Cleef  in  1760.  After  haying  been  satisfactorily  examined  and 
ordained  by  the  Deputies  of  both  Synods,  he  was  sent  as  minister  to  the  church  of 
AjDwyl.  The  Deputies  of  this  Synod  gave  him  12  ducats  for  a  yiaticum.  The 
Deputies  and  Commissioners  of  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam  will  further  try  to  secure 
a  capable  minister  for  the  church  of  Raston.  They  haye  resolyed  to  send  2000 
florlna  for  the  Pennsylyania  churches 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR  CAD- 
WALLADER  GOLDEN,  AUGUST  8-OCTOBER  26, 1761. 

Pbtition  for  Leave  to  Oollbct  Funds  fob  Building  a  New 
Minister's  House  at  New  Rochblle;,  for  Rev.  Michael 
HouDiN,  August  19, 1761. 

To  the  Honourable  Cadwallader  Colden  Esq.  Lieotenant  Goyemor  k  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  Province  of  New  York  ft  Territories  Thereon  Depending  in  America  etc 

A  Petition  of  Sundry  of  the  Inhabitants  of  New  Rochell  Belonging  to  the  Church 
of  England. 

Sir: 

The  Society  for  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts  have  been  so 
Charitable  as  to  Appoint  Mr.  Houdln — a  french  Refugee,  a  Gentleman  of  a  good 
Character  Successor  to  their  Late  Worthy  Missionary  at  New  Rochell  the  Reyerend 
Mr.  Stoupe — In  Consideration  of  which  Particular  Regard  they  Require  and  Insist 
that  the  People  at  New  Rochell  should  Do  their  Utmost  to  make  Mr.  Houdin  H 
Comfortable  Support  and  that  they  should  immediately  Put  the  Parsonage  House  In 
Good  Repair  We  are  ready  k  willing  to  exert  ourselves  to  the  utmost  according  to 
our  abilities,  but  to  those  that  are  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of  the  People 
professing  the  Church  at  New  Rochell  It  will  appear  to  Require  the  Utmost  Exertion 
of  Our  Abilities  to  EiTord  that  Necessary  Support  To  Mr.  Houdin  that  the  Soelety 
Expect  ft  Require  ft  if  we  should  be  Obliged  to  Raise  four  Hundred  Pounds  To  Build 
a  New  Parsonage  House,  The  Old  «Belng  So  Decayed  that  it  is  thought  by  no  means 
Worth  Repairing  Especially  at  this  Burthensome  Time  We  have  the  Greatest  Reason 
To  fear  that  It  will  be  so  Extremely  heavey  that  Many  will  be  Discouraged  ft  In  that 
Case  that  Mr.  Houdin  Must  Leave  us,  tho*  he  is  the  only  Minister  In  the  Place,  ft 
Indeed  there  are  But  few  Besides  Professors  of  the  Church  of  England  In  the  Place 
ft  We  have  reason  to  hope  that  they  may  be  Induced  To  Conform  Should  A  Worthy 
Minister  Continue  Among  Us — Upon  those  Considerations  We  Beg  Your  Honour  Will 
Be  Pleased  To  Grant  A  Brief  through  this  Province  To  Collect  the  Aforesaid  Sum 
of  four  Hundred  Pounds  for  Building  a  New  Parsonage  House  To  Repair  the 
Church  In  this  Place  ft  your  Petitioners  As  In  Duty  Bound  Shall  Ever  Pray  etc. 

Barnard  Rynlander 
Jacobus  Bleecker 
David  Lesplnard 
Peter  Bartine 
August  19th  1761. 
Read  in  Council  ft  granted. 

—Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  Vol.  iil,  p.  577. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amstebdam. 

(Heyer.) 

1761,  Oct.  5th.  Art.  13.  Rev.  John  Henry  Heyer,  S.S.  Theol. 
Student,  after  preaching  a  sermon  on  an  assigned  text,  was  ques- 
tioned by  Rev.  Examiner  Kessler  in  the  Hebrew  and  Greek  Lan- 
guages, at  the  chapters  indicated  to  him,  and  also  carefully 
examined  in  the  principal  articles  of  our  Sacred  Tbeology. 
Therein  he  gave  so  much  satisfaction  by  his  answers  that  with  an 
adimonition  to  diligence,  and  after  he  had  taken  the  oath  against 
Simony,  had  repudiated  the  condemned  opinions  of  Prof.  Reel  and 


James  De  Bles 
Isaac  Gulon 
Jean  Soulice 
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Dr.  Bekker,  and  signed  the  Formnlae  of  Concord,  he  was  admitted 
33  a  lioentdate,  with  a  prayer  for  a  blessing  on  him.  He  also 
promised  to  read  without  change  the  Forms  of  Baptism  and  the 
Sapper.  On  occasion  of  this  examination  it  was  resolved  to  eon- 
aider  more  fully  whether  the  Examinees  could  not  be  heard  some- 
what more  at  length  in  their  sermons.  xiii.  281,  282. 

1761,  Oct  8.     The  Coetus,  per  Erickson  and  Leiydt,  to  the 
Clajssis  of  Amsterdam.     See  Extract,  April  5,  1762. 

ThB    CONFEKBNTIB    TO    THE    ClASSIS    OF    AMSTERDAM,    OcT.    15, 

1761 ;  With  a  Postscript,  Feb.  25,  1762. 

We  render  oar  grateful  acknowledgments  to  yon  for  sending  us  the  Acts  of  the 
Synod,  with  the  accompanying  letter  of  the  18th  of  January,  1761.  The  Inclosed 
tetter  to  the  (Coetus)  brethren  we  gaye  the  same  day  that  It  arrived  to  Dom.  Leydt, 
who  was  then  in  the  city. 

Dom.  Leydt  has  just  printed  (as  we  are  informed  by  Dom.  Adslns,  of  Philadelphia,) 
a  book  at  Amsterdam,  which  no  doubt  has  already  come  under  your  notice.  As  It 
refers  to  us  among  others,  we  haye  concluded  to-day  to  publish  our  observations 
upon  it,  and  thus  to  make  known  to  everybody  what  otherwise  we  would  gladly  have 
been  silent  about.  And  we  are  the  more  induced  to  this  course,  because  Do.  Leydt, 
we  are  assured,  the  day  before  yesterday,  gave  the  letter  of  the  Rev.  Classls  to  a 
printer,  to  have  five  hundred  copies  circulated,  and  thus  declare  to  the  whole  world 
the  answer  of  the  Classls,  condemning  us,  and  justifying  them.  What  the  conse- 
quences win  be,  time  must  show ;  for  these  papers  will  be  found  In  every  congrega- 
tloo  in  the  land,  whether  of  the  old  ministers,  as  they  call  us,  or  of  the  so-called 
Coetus. 

We  have  also  resolved,  as  soon  as  our  refutation  is  printed,  to  send  to  you  a  copy 
bj  the  first  opportunity,  and  also  the  little  book  of  Dom.  Leydt,  In  order  that  the 
two  may  open  your  eyes,  you  having  so  often  complained  that  the  matter  was  too 
obscure  for  you  to  pronounce  a  decision  upon  it. 

The  Clsssls.  In  their  letter  of  December,  1726,  which  we  have  caused  to  be 
printed  in  our  defence,  said  that  It  was  not  only  an  adviser,  but  a  judge.  Now  this 
is  just  the  question :  Who  $hall  be  the  fudge  f  the  decision  of  which  was  desired 
by  us  long  ago,  before  matters  reached  the  present  height,  when  announcements  were 
■ade  only  from  the  pulpit,  and  things  which  are  now  under  the  eye  of  every  one, 
remained  within  the  congregation. 

What  we  affectionately  desire  from  you  Is  a  categorical  statement,  which  will 
snake  peace  in  consistency  with  the  maintenance  of  the  truth.  Otherwise,  we  shall 
be  compelled  to  lay  the  whole  dispute  from  the  beginning  onward,  as  from  time  to 
time  It  has  been  presented  to  you,  before  the  Rev.  (Hiristlan  Synod;  because  It  is 
impossible  for  us,  without  making  ourselves  the  scorn  of  all  true  Christians,  to 
acquiesce  in  a  different  decision  on  your  part. 

As  our  answer  to  Dom.  Leydf  s  book  speaks  for  us,  we  will  not  detain  you  with 
a  longer  letter,  but  conclude  with  heartfelt  wishes  for  God's  blessing  upon  your 
persons  and  work. 

With  all  esteem,  Rev.  and  Honored  Brethren,  we  subscribe  ourselves. 
Your  servants  and  fellow-laborers, 

G.  W.  Manclus 
J.  Rltzema 
Lamb.  De  Ronde 
John  Schuyler 
Done  in  our  Conferentie  A.  Rosenkrantz 

Assembly,  New  York,  Oct.  U.  Van  SInderen 

15,  1761.  John  Caspar  Rubel 

Benj.  Van  Der  Llnde. 
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P.  S. — ^According  to  the  above-mentioned  determination,  we  send  yon  a  copy  of 
Dom.  Leydt*8  book,  and  two  of  oars,  on  the  date  below ;  because  no  earlier  oppor- 
tunity offered.  Since  our  meeting  a  notable  decision  has  occurred  In  the  village  of 
Tappan,  which  we  briefly  mention,  that  you  may  see  what  a  turbulent  fellow  there  Is 
among  that  people.  The  minister,  without  direction  from  the  congregation  or 
Consistory,  had  engaged,  with  other  ministers  of  the  so-called  Coetus,  to  obtain 
from  the  Governor  of  New  Jersey  a  chabteb  for  the  erection  of  an  academy  In  that 
province.  Thirty-eight  heads  of  families  took  this  so  111,  that  they  refused  to  pay  the 
i>omlne*s  salary,  and  when  asked  the  reason  of  their  refusal,  assigned  this,  which 
however,  was  not  admitted.  The  minister  still  adhering  obstinately  to  his  purpose, 
used  all  means  to  accomplish  It ;  and  when  refused  by  one  governor,  sought  It  from 
his  successors.  And,  as  he  would  not  yield  his  design,  nor  they  consent  to  0ay 
salary,  they  were  all  put  under  censure;  and  then  the  greatest  portion  of  them, 
with  their  families,  forsook  public  worship ;  and  this  has  lasted  for  two  months. 
We  expect  nothing  better  In  all  the  congregations,  where  they  get  the  controL 
Queens  County  Is  also  excited  about  a  minister,  with  what  result  time  will  show. 
Kings  County  Is  reaping  the  fruit  of  a  long-deslrcd  peace,  such  as  has  been 
unknown  there  for  many  years ;  and  therein  we  also  may  rejoice,  although  how  long 
Is  known  only  to  God. 

(Signed,)     Your  servants  and  fellow-laborers, 

John  Rltxema 
Lambertua  De  Ronda. 
New  York,  Feb.  25.  1762. 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR  CAD- 
WALLADER  GOLDEN,  NOVEMBER  18,  1761-JUNE 
14,  1762. 

Othee  Items  in  1761. 

Dr.  Wheelock  begins  to  labor  among  the  Mohawks.     Doc  Hist. 
N.  Y.  4to.,  iv.  313. 

Jan-  2.     Trinity  Church,  New  York,  resolves  to  raise  £500.  for 
a  new  organ.     Dix,  Hist  Trinity  Church,  Vol.  i.  296. 

March   1.     Sir   Wm.    Johnson   to  Rev.    Jean  B.    Eoubault 
Doc-  Hist  K  Y.  iv.  196. 

March  27.     Eev.  Mr.  Brown  to  Sir.  Wm.  Johnson.     Doc.  Hist. 
K  Y.  iv.  196. 

Nov.  17.     Sir  Wna.  Johnson  to  Rev.  Eleazer  Wheelock.     Doa 
Hist  N.  Y.  iv.  197. 


FiKST  Episcopai.  Chubch  of  Schenectady.     (1762). 

The  flrtt  English  Church,  called  St.  George,  was  erected  onder  the  ausplcet  of 
Mr.  John  W.  Brown,  who  came  from  England  sometime  preceding  the  year  1762, 
when  the  Episcopal  church  was  founded.  Its  principal  benefactors  were  Sir  Wm. 
Johnson  and  John  Duncan,  Esq.  Previous  to  the  Revolution,  this  church  owned  a 
▼alaable  library.  This  together  with  the  organ  and  a  greater  part  of  the  interior 
work  waa  destroyed  by  some  Indians  and  a  gang  of  lawless  whites.  Strange  aa  It 
amy  seem  these  whites  were  Whigs!  of  such  as  were  all  passion  and  little  aenael 
It  was  called  and  considered  "the  English  church,"  and  as  such  their  rage  was 
against  everything  English.  They  of  course  thought  it  was  under  British  influence. 
They  even  meditated  the  destruction  of  the  pastor's,  Mr.  Doty's  property;  but  they 
knew  not  his  place  of  abode,  and  as  none  would  inform  them,  he  escaped  their  In. 
Their  first  pastor  was  the  Rev.  Wm.  Andrews,  he  was  succeeded  in  1773,  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Doty,  who  left  his  charge  in  1777,  probably  as  a  Tory.  There  was  no 
settled  minister  again  until  1791,  when  the  Rev.  Amml  Rogers  took  the  charge, 
and  haa  since  been  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Whltmore,  the  Rev.  Cyrus  Stebbina, 
and  the  Rev.  P.  A.  Proal. 

— Munseirs  Annals  of  Albany,  Vol.  ix,  p.  128. 
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AOTS  OF  THJB  OlASSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 

(Coetus  of  Nefw  York.) 

1762,  April  6th.  Art  9.  There  was  also  received  a  letter  from 
the  80H»lled  Coetus  of  New  York  and  Jersey,  signed  by  the  Presi- 
dent  and  Clerk,  New  Brunswick,  October  8,  1761. 

The  Deputies  read  an  answer  to  the  same,  and  it  was  approved 
and  ordered  to  be  dispatched.  xiii.  288. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies.     Apbil  5,  1762. 

Extracts  from  a  letter  of  the  Coetus  per  Erickson  and  Hardenberg, 
to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  dated  Oct  8, 1761.  (In  Vol.  33, 
page  41.     No.  313.) 

Letter  from  the  so-called  Coetus  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey, 
signed  at  New  Brunswick,  Oct  8,  1761,  by  Beinhart  Erickson, 
President  and  Jacob  Rutsen  Hardenberg,  Scriba 

Although  not  exactly  belonging  to  their  Coetus  (Conferentie?) 
theiy  write  a  reply  to  our  letter,  addressed  to  the  Consistories  in  the 
Province  of  New  York,  Jan-  13,  1761.  This  contained  two 
articles,  which,  when  the  last  effort  for  union  was  made,  retarded 
the  securement  of  peace;  nevertheless  they  were  so  devised,  as  to 
be  sufficient  to  remove  every  obstacle,  and  recommend  peace  and 
union  in  one  Coetus.  For  the  highest  good  they  had  resolved  to 
make  peace.  For  the  sake  of  peace  they  are  inclined  and  intend 
to  show  a  yielding  spirit  as  before.  While  preserving  a  good  con- 
science, according  to  the  Word  of  God  and  the  Eeformed  Churdi 
Order,  they  are  willing  to  do  whatever  is  calculated  to  promote  the 
rest  and  edification  of  the  churches,  and  to  overlook  many  circum- 
stances so  as  to  come  to  a  union.  To  that  end  also  they  have 
determined  to  enter  into  negotiations  themselves  with  the  Con- 
ferentie Assembly.     They  promise  to  communicate  to  us  the  result 
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Thb  CukSBis  OF  Amstbbdak  to  ths  Oobtus  of  Nsw  York, 
Apeil  6,  1762.     Vol.  81,  Pagb  168.     No.  118. 

To  the  Coetus  of  New  YorL 

Bev.  Sirs  and  Much-beloved  Brethrea : — 

After  having  waited  a  long  time  for  good  tidings  from  your 
country,  hoping  to  hear  of  good  results  aooomplished  by  our  letter 
of  Jan.  13,  1761,*  we  finally  received  a  communication  firom 
Brunswick,  dated  Oct  8,  1761,t  aud  signed  by  a  president  and 
secretary  (Erickson  and  Leydt)  We  learned  therefrom  that 
our  letter,  with  the  Acts  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  which 
vre  sent  to  your  city,  had  arrived  safely.  Our  letter  directed 
to  tbe  Consistories  of  the  Province  of  New  York,**  belonged  to 
both  the  Coetus  and  Conferentie.  We  thought  it  best  thus  to 
address  jiou,  without  excluding  either  party,  until  you  are  all 
imited  again  in  one  common  Coetus. 

We  were  very  glad  to  learn  that  our  preceding  letter  had  excited 
some  hope  in  reference  to  your  affairs ;  that  the  two  obstacles  which 
vou  mentioned,  were  removed  by  the  suggestions  of  our  letter.  We 
liope  that  peace  may  be  promoted  in  the  way  indicated.  We  trust 
we  have  made  ourselves  an  example  in  Christian  peace^making  and 
toleration,  passing  by  many  minor  circumstances.  May  the  God  of 
peace  promote  the  precious  work  among  you,  causing  it  to  advance 
from  proper  principles  unto  its  complete  establishment  and  con- 
tinuance. O  brethren,  dwell  together,  being  of  one  mind,  in  order 
that  the  shattered  walls  of  Zion  may  be  repaired.  May  we  soon 
hear  of  this  desirable  issue,  the  sooner  the  better.  Would  that  it 
may  be  already  accomplished  when  you  receive  this  letter.  We 
send  you  the  Acts  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  for  1761,  as  an 
evidence  of  our  desire  to  continue  our  fraternal  correspondence. 
Now  the  God  of  peace  himself  give  you  peace  always  by  all  means. 
With  love  we  subscribe  our  names, 

Rev.  Gentlemen  and  Much-beloved  Brethren, 

Your  obedient  servants  and  brethren 

J.  J.  Kessler,  Depp.  CI.  h.  t  Scriba. 
In  the  Name  of  the 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

April  5,  1762. 

•No.  89a  tNo.  904.  ••No.  897. 
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Beivekend  Db.  Samuel  Johnson  to  Archbishop  Seoker. 

Kings  Coll.,  New  York,  April  10,  1762. 
May  It  please  Your  Grace 

I  am  most  humbly  thankful  to  your  Grace  for  the  honour  you  have  done  me  In 
constituting  me  your  proxy  at  our  Board;  the  second  Instrument  being  now  arrived, 
and  I  am  sorry  the  loss  of  the  first  has  put  your  Grace  to  the  trouble  of  sending 
another. 

I  come  now,  my  Lord,  most  humbly  to  thank  your  Grace,  for  tho  "re  and  trouble 
you  have  taken  about  providing  Tutors  for  us ;  on  which  I  shall  not  ueed  to  enlarge^ 
as  I  conclude  Your  Grace  must,  by  this  time,  have  received  an  answer  to  yoar 
Message  by  Mr.  Read.  I  am  convinced  by  the  Reasons  you  give,  that  the  gentleman 
I  mentioned  would  not  have  well  suited  us,  but  I  intirely  submitted  It  to  your 
Grace's  judgment,  and  I  hope  Mr.  Cooper  may  suit  us  very  well,  and  release  me  In 
a  degree  from  the  daily  drugery  of  tuition,  which  grows  too  tedious  for  my  years, 
being  far  in  my  66th.  I  only  wish  he  were  a  little  older,  that  he  might  be  the  better 
qualified  to  succeed  me,  If  I  should  soon  be  called  off.  But  the  difficulty  is,  that  the 
College  cannot  well  provide  for  the  support  both  of  him  and  me  at  the  same  time. 
In  our  present  circumstances. 

The  President's  Business  here  Is,  to  oversee  and  govern  the  College,  to  read 
"^  prayers,  moderate  in  Disputations  and  prescribe  Exercises,  and  to  hold  commence- 
ments and  give  Degrees,  and  besides,  to  act  the  part  of  a  tutor  to  one  of  the  Classes, 
(I  have  often  two.)  all  which  the  Vice-president  must  do  in  my  absence,  and  be 
always  one  of  the  Tutors,  living  in  a  Collegiate  way,  at  a  common  Table,  at  the 
expence  of  about  six  Shillings  sterling  i>er  week,  for  meer  board. 

I  am   greatly   obliged   to  Your   Grace   for   suggesting   to   those   great   men   the 

importance  of  sending  us  good  and  religious  G ^rs,  and  am  glad  they  admit 

the  request  to  be  very  reasonable  and  important,  and  wish  it  may  be  always  admitted, 
and  the  choice  considered  with  great  care :'  but  cannot  say  our  present  case  is  a 

great  deal  mended.     The  G 1  appointed  for  us  seems  a  very  humane,  generous 

and  benevolent  gentleman ;  but  how  he  will  conduct  in  respect  to  what  I  mentioned, 
there  has  not  been  yet  opportunity  to  see,  since  his  accession.  It  would  be  a  very 
unfortunate  thing  for  such  a  Country  as  this,  if  any  time  hereafter  a  gentleman  In 

that  high  station  should  neglect  religion  and  keep  a  m s :  a  thing  we  have  too 

much  reason  to  fear  may  come  to  pass. 

Indeed  I  fear  the  times  are  so  bad,  that  it  will  be  difficult  to  find  many  Gentle- 
men, otherwise  likely  to  gain  such  stations,  that  have  much  sense  of  Religion  left.— 
Our  only  Hope,  under  God,  is  in  (what  Your  Grace  mentions  next,  to  my  Inex- 
pressible joy,)  the  example  and  influence  of  our  most  excellent  young  Sovereign, 
whose  unquestionable  sincerity  in  his  Declarations,  I  do,  with  Your  Grace,  most 
earnestly  pray,  may  ever  be  preserved  incorruptible. — Blessed  be  God  for  the  happy 
unanimity  of  the  nation,  and  the  good  dispositions  of  Lord  Halifax  towards  our 
being  in  due  time  provided  for  with  Bishops,  and  your  good  hopes  relating  to  that 
affair.  I  was  sorry  for  the  premature  mention  of  it  in  the  Boston  Address,  and  am 
very  thankful  for  your  Candid  acceptance  of  the  Draught  I  presumed  to  send  to  be 
considered  in  its  proper  time,  and  for  presenting  our  Addresses  to  His  Majesty, 
particularly  the  Governors  of  the  College  for  your  presenting  theirs,  and  I  doubt 
not  of  Your  Grace's  influence,  when  you  have  a  proper  opportunity,  that  he  may 
become  a  kind  benefactor  to  it. 

As  to  Rye  (though  I  have  once  or  twice  put  them  upon  applying  to  the  Society,) 
I  suppose  the  Reason  why  they  have  not,  has  been,  because  they  have  been  trying 
and  desirous  to  get  one  they  know,  in  these  parts,  but  have  not  yet  succeeded,  and 
they  are  too  much  governed  by  an  overbearing  gentleman  there,  a  member  of  our 
Assembly,  who  I  doubt  not  has  but  little  regard  to  religion,  which  was  also  the  case 
at  West  Chester.  As  to  what  Mr.  Wetmore  writes,  the  case  is  this :  The  Govern- 
ment formerly,   when   they  had   a   religious   (rovernor,   established   the   Church   In 
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■ereral  parlshen,  ylz.  New  York  with  a  Salary  of  100  per  annum  Statten  Island, 
West  Chester,  Rye,  Jamaica  and  Hempstead  with  50  per  annum  to  be  raised  from  the 
people;  to  whom  by  their  Church  Wardens  and  Vestry,  the  Law  gives  a  right  of 
presentation.  The  Society  adds  50  St.  but  If  they  send  them  a  minister,  he  must 
also  he  chosen  by  the  people  and  Inducted  by  order  of  the  Governor,  In  order  to  be 
Intltled  to  their  Salary.  As  on  the  other  hand,  they  may  chuse  and  present  a 
Minister,  and  he  Is  inducted,  and  then  they  apply  to  the  Society  for  their  Salary. 
And  there  never  was  but  one  Instance  wherein  the  Society  refused,  viz.  at  Statten 
Island,  because  the  person  Inducted  had  not  had  the  Society's  leave  to  remove. 

I  hoped  Rye  would  have  chosen  young  Mr.  Wetmore  to  succeed  his  father,  whom 
the  people  generally  like,  but  there  Is  such  a  faction  against  him.  Influenced  by  the 
person  above  mentioned  (tho*  without  any  good  reason)  that  I  doubt  It  will  not  do. 
I  wish  Instead  of  Amboy  Mr.  Palmer  had  been  appointed  there,  who  would  doubtless 
hsTS  been  accepted  and  Inducted :  and  this  I  wish  may  yet  be  done :  because  Amboy 
had  so  much  set  their  hearts  on  Mr.  Mc  Kean,  that  they  are  utterly  averse,  I  hear, 
to  having  Mr.  Palmer,  who  Is  equally  averse  to  going  thither,  and  will  be  very 
unhappy  If  he  does.  I  expect  every  day  an  earnest  petition  both  from  him  and  his 
people  at  Litchfield  to  the  Society,  that  he  may  be  continued  where  he  la  And 
Indeed  It  Is  highly  expedient  he  should ;  as  there  Is  vastly  more  duty  to  do  In  that 
County  than  Mr.  Davis  can  do  with  advantage,  and  Indeed  full  enough  for  them 
both. — But  If  the  Society  cannot  afford  to  continue  him  where  he  Is,  I  beg  he  may  be 
appointed  at  Rye. 

I  wish,  when  there  Is  a  new  Bishop  of  London,  that  Commissaries  may  soon  be 
appointed  who,  among  other  things  should  direct  the  Clergy  to  take  turns  to  preach 
and  administer  In  such  vacant  places. — And  I  beg  leave,  my  Lord,  to  observe,  thajt 
It  Is  a  great  pity,  when  patents  are  granted,  as  they  often  are,  for  large  Tracts  of 
Land,  no  provision  Is  made  for  Religion  or  Schools.  I  wish  therefore  Instructions 
were  given  to  our  Oovernours  never  to  grant  patents  for  Townships  or  villages,  or 
large  Manours,  without  obliging  the  Patentees  to  sequester  a  Competent  portion  for 
the  support  of  Religion  and  Education. 

Borne  worthy  persons  In  these  parts  are  not  without  apprehensions  concerning  a 
certain  gentleman  gone  to  England  from  America  this  winter  whose  ambition  Is 
remarkable,  that  (excepting  there  would  have  been  a  peace,)  one  of  his  designs  was, 
to  have  endeavoured  to  be  made  the  first  Bishop  of  America :  which,  If  It  could  be 
supposed  to  take  place,  would  be  very  disgustful  to  the  generality  of  the  Church  In 
tbcse  parts,  nor  can  It  be  Imagined  that  any  one  from  hence  would  be  acceptable. 

Year  Grace's  most  obliged  and 

most  dutiful  Son  and  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

(signed)         Samuel  Johnson. 

— Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  Vol.  vll,  pp.  404-8. 


Church  of  New  York. 

Bequest  for  English  Preaching. 

New  York,  May  3,  1762. 
Messrs.  Jacobus  E<x>svelt  and  Philip  Livingston  presented  a  re- 
quest, signed  by  a  great  number  of  members  of  the  congregation, 
as  well  as  others,  together  with  a  request  from  young  men  baptized 
and  partly  reared  in  our  church,  for  the  services  of  a  minister  using 
the  English  language  for  our  church,  according  to  the  Nether- 
landish Constitution.     This  having  been  read   and   oonsidered| 
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received  the  following  answer,  a  copy  of  which  was  also  given  to 
the  petitioners  at  their  request 

Answer:  The  Consistory  find  in  the  proposal  of  the  petitioners 
many  things,  which  occur  to  them,  as  proper  and  becoming,  and  for 
which  reasons  the  subject  deserves  close  attention.  But  it  also 
appears  from  the  names  of  the  signers,  that  there  is  a  great  number 
of  members^  to  whom  they,  owe  no  less  consideration,  who  have  not 
signed  said  petition.  Therefore  as  guardian  of  the  quiet  and  wel- 
fare of  the  congregation,  we  do  not  find  ourselves  in  a  condition  to 
give  inmiediately  such  an  answer  as  is  perhaps  expected,  but  we  are 
compelled  to  delay  a  little. 

Thus  done  etc. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Bitzema,  p.  t  President. 

Acts  of  tkb  Olassis  of  Amstbbdam. 

Bev.  John  Arondeus,  suspended,  seeks  a  call  to  the  West  Indies. 

1762,  May  3rd.  Art  6.  The  Deputies  ad  res  Exteras  make 
known  that  John  Arondeus,  formerly  a  minister  on  Long  Island, 
was  in  the  year  (1750),  declared  by  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam 
unfit  to  preach  and  to  perform  the  other  functions  of  the  Sacred 
Ministry.  This  declaration  was  placed  by  the  Clerk  of  Classis 
upon  one  of  his  papers,  so  that  those  unacquainted  should  not  be 
deceived  thereby.  Nevertheless,  he  has  not  scrupled  to  ask  the 
Messrs.  Directors  of  the  West  India  Company  that  he  might  go  as 
preacher  to  the  West  Indies.  They  referred  him  to  the  Deputies. 
To  these  he  showed  a  quasi-renewed  certificate  from  New  York, 
in  which  did  not  appear  the  above  mentioned  declaration  (of  sus- 
pension) of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  and  to  which  circumstances 
also  he  did  not  in  the  least  allude.  The  Deputies  rebuked  him 
for  his  deceptive  conduct,  and  announced  to  him  that  he  could  not 
be  recommended  by  them  for  securing  any  pastorate  until  he  were 
rehabilitated  by  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.  The  Deputies  also 
gave  the  Messrs.  Directors  an  acooimt  of  what  had  happened  with 
this  John  Arondeus>  in  order  that  the  duplicity  he  had  practiced 
might  be  exposed,  and  its  repetition  prevented  in  the  future. 

xiii.  291. 
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CiiUKCH  OF  New  York. 
Opposition  to  English  Preaching.     Other  Plans. 

New  York,  May  13,  1762. 

« 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Meeara.  Abel  Hardenbrock,  Jacobus  Stoutenburg  and  others,  pre- 
sented a  request,  signed  by  a  great  number  of  members  of  the  con- 
gregation. This  being  read  and  considered,  the  answer  was,  that 
the  consistory  would  do  their  utmost  to  satisfy  both  parties,  if  at 
all  possible.  Thereupon  domine  Kitzema  presented  two  propo- 
sitions, enquiring  if  these  would  not  meet  the  views  of  both  parties. 

1.  The  call  of  a  Professor  of  Theology  who  also  has  the  ability  to 
preach  in  English,  and  who  shall  have  an  evening  turn  in  the  New 
Ohurdi,  for  which  proper  provision  can  be  made. 

2.  Or  the  call  of  an  English  preacher,  according  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  Netherlandish  Church,  yet  that  he  and  those  of  the 
congregation  who  desire  an  English  minister  may  have  a  con- 
sistory by  themselves,  without  coming  into  the  colleagueship  of  the 
Dutch  consistory ;  and  the  consistory  shall  provide  for  the  payment 
of  such  minister,  and  he  shall  preach  in  the  New  Church  at  such 
times  as  shall  be  satisfactory  to  the  congregation. 

This  the  President  undertook  to  explain  more  fully.  He  also 
requested  anyone  who  had  or  knew  anything  that  was  better,  to 
bring  it  forward.  This  domine  de  Ronde  and  others  promised 
to  do. 

The  President  then  represented  that  it  behooved  the  consistory 
to  take  into  serious  consideration : 

1.  The  securing  of  the  privileges  [charter  rights]  of  the  Dutch 
Church  to  the  same,  so  that  the  consistory,  neither  now  nor  in  the 
future,  should  use  them  for  the  support  of  an  English  minister  or 
ministers. 

2.  The  minister  or  ministers  shall  ahvavs  bo  of  the  Nether- 
landish  Constitution  which  was  confirmed  in  the  Sjptiod  of  Dort 
1618,  1619,  and  shall  subscribe  all  the  Standards  of  Doctrine,  and 
preach  one  a  week  on  the  Heidelberg  Catechism. 
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3.  He  shall  be  in  full  fdlowship  with  our  Church,  to  teach 
along  with  the  Dutch,  and  to  rule  jointly  with  the  Consistory ;  that 
the  Dutch  and  the  English  shall  make  together  only  one  congrega- 
tion ;  although  the  estates  granted  in  the  charter  and  confirmed  by 
the  Act  of  Assembly,  shall  remain  definitely  for  the  Dutch, 

4.  That  in  order  to  settle  satisfactorily  the  dispute  about  the 
seasons  in  the  New  Church  to  which  divine  service  in  English  shall 
be  limited,  the  arrangement  shall  be  to  establish  an  evening  service 
there  first,  and  afterward  to  put  it  in  the  morning  or  afternoon,  at 
the  usual  time  of  worship. 


Thus  done  in  our  meeting, 


J.  Ritzeina,  p.  t.  President 


New  York,  May  17, 1762. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

The  farther  explanation  of  domine  Kitzema's  two  propositions 
in  the  last  consistory  was  presented.  Also  another  plan  of  Mr. 
Clopper,  relative  to  the  English  minister  yet  in  full  communion 
with  our  Church,  etc.  Then  came  again  the  first  petitioners,  with 
papers  of  greater  urgency  than  before,  especially  with  a  view  to 
remove  the  point  on  which  the  second  petitioners  stuck  fast.  They 
stated  these  positions.  They  were  then  proposed  by  the  President, 
in  the  name  and  presence  of  the  first  party,  to  the  second,  as  fol- 
lows: 

11  The  English  minister  should  be  in  full  communion  with  the 
Dutch  Church  and  imder  the  same  consistory^ 

2.  The  payment  of  the  English  minister  should  be  singly  and 
only  from  voluntary  subscriptions. 

3.  The  Consistory  coming  in  from  time  to  time,  (when  chosen  to 
office,)  shall,  under  the  subscription  for  the  payment  of  the  minis- 
ters, in  every  case,  bind  themselves  not  to  touch  the  Dutch  treasury 
for  the  English  preacher,  but  to  keep  the  Dutch  treasury  intact 

This  proposal,  accompanied  with  reasons  by  the  President, 
found,  however,  small  acceptance  among  those  to  whom  it  waa 
addressed ;  and  so  they  separated,  with  nothing  done. 
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Thereapon  the  consistory,  considering  further  what  was  to  be 

done,  resolved  to  examine  the  confirmatory  Act  of  Assembly,  which 

Act  relates  to  the  ISfew  Church  also ;  and  to  see  if  it  limits  us,  as 

the  first  charter  does  in  relation  to  the  Old  Church. 

This  done  eta 

J.  Ritzema,  p.  t  President 

New  York,  May  18, 1762. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

The  committee  to  examine  the  Confirmatory  Act  of  Assembly  re- 
ported, that  they  found  nothing  there  to  show  any  danger  of  for- 
feiting our  Charter,  in  case  an  English  minister  was  admitted  in 
the  New  Church.  Thereupon  the  entire  Act  was  read  in  the 
meeting.  No  one  observed  anything  of  that  nature.  The  first 
petitioners  thus  put  out  of  the  way  what  the  second  petitioners  had 
insisted  on  to  some  degree,  namely,  the  fear  of  losing  the  church- 
estates.  The  following  matter  was  then  taken  up:  that,  let  the 
service  be  limited  as  much  as  men  pleased  it  would,  nevertheless 
not  work  well  for  one  and  the  same  Consistory  to  sit  under  both 
ministrations.  Either  each  congregation  should  be  by  itself,  or 
else  a  new  Consistory  should  be  chosen  consisting  of  three  Elders 
and  four  Deacons,  who  should  occupy  their  own  place  under  the 
(English)  minister  to  be  called;  and  the  same  number  as  usual, 
namely  six  Elders  and  eight  Deacons  should  remain  for  the  Dutch, 
yet  all  making  together  one  congregation  and  one  consistory. 
Endeavors  should  be  made  with  this  proposal  to  reconcile  both 
parties  to  each  other. 

Signed  etc. 

J.  Bitzema,  p.  t  President 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amstebdam. 

Approval  of  the  Call  of  Eev.  Blaauw. 

1762,  June  7th.  Art  2.  Eev.  Cornelius  Blaauw,  minister  on 
East  Vlieland,  was  called  by  the  elders  and  deacons,  unanimously 
as  a  minister  in  the  province  of  New  Netherland  in  North  America, 
for  the  villages  of  Pompton   (Plains),  Totowa,   and  Oansegat 
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(Fairfield).  He  requests  that  this  call  may  bo  fortified  by  the 
Classis  with  its  approval.  The  Classis  finding  this  call  satisfactory 
and  on  the  declaration  of  Rev.  Blaauw  that  he  accepts  the  same  in 
the  fear  of  the  Lord,  approves  said  call  with  prayer  for  a  blessing 
upon  him.  After  his  dismission  from  the  Consistory  and  the 
Classis  of  Enkhuisen,  Rev.  Blaauw  was  installed  by  the  Rev. 
(Deputies)  ad  res  Exteras  in  the  Sacred  Ministry  (for  said  places.) 

xiii.  292. 

PSAX-MS  BY  VOET. ^BuSIXG. 

Art>  4.  The  rhymed  Psalms  of  E.  Voet,  cum  suis,  of  Psalm 
73-88  inclusive,  and  also  two  treatises  by  Mr.  Busing,  being  exer- 
cises on  selected  subjects — were  likewise  approved.         xiii.  293. 

Acts  of  thk  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
Report  of  Committee  on  the  Rhymed  Psalms. 

Art  5.  The  Rev.  Committee  on  the  Rhymed  Psalms  report  that 
with  great  care  they  took  into  consideration  some  copies  of  Rhymed 
Psalms,  and  now  read  a  report  (pre-advice)  bearing  on  the  sub- 
ject 

This  report  (pre-advice)  with  the  appended  specimens,  will 
remain  sealed  up,  and  in  the  hands  of  the  sexton.  He  shall  keep 
them  in  readiness,  so  that  each  member  may  have  an  opportunity 
to  examine  them.  But  all  the  members  who  do  this  also  pledge 
themselves  to  make  no  copies  of  any  of  them,  but  only  to  sign  his 
name  underneath  (these  Rhymed  Psalms)  after  reading  them; 
and  then  to  seal  them  up  again  with  his  own  seal.  The  Rev- 
Committee  are  cordially  thanked  for  their  manifold  pains  and 
explanation.  A  copy  of  this  resolution  shall  be  laid  with  these 
aforesaid  papers.  The  members  are  requested  to  appear  at  tlie 
next  following  Coetus  [Assembly]  in  order  to  come  to  a  conclusion 
in  reference  to  them.  xiii.  293,  294. 
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Bererend  Bint- 


Queens  Conn^y,  Jamaica. 
June  7tta,  1762 


The  object  of  thU  letter  to  your  Revs,  by  a  stranger,  will  become  clearer  from 
tlie  letters  of  the  Uevs.  Ritzema,  De  Rcmde,  Van  Sinderen,  and  Rubel,  and  of  the 
Consistories  of  the  four  united  churches  of  Queens  County,  with  which  this  church 
is  united.  Your  Reys.  will  see  from  these  letters,  that  I  am  called  unanimously,  by 
these  Consistories,  in  the  name  of  their  congregations,  to  the  office  of  Pastor  and 
Minister  am<Hig  them. 

It  may  reasonably  be  expected  in  such  a  weighty  affair  as  this,  your  Rots,  will 
desire  some  special  account  of  my  person  and  the  circumstances  of  this  call.  In 
order  to  satisfy  your  desire,  I  write  to  your  Revs  the  following  account,  with  all 
humility  and  respect. 

At  present  I  am  a  member  of  the  Presbytery  of  New  York.  I  was  examined 
by  that  Body  in  the  regular  way,  and  was  subseQuently  ordained.  This  your  Revs, 
win  learn  from  the  letters  of  Messrs.  Ritzema  and  De  Ronde.  That  Presbytery, 
with  several  others,  is  under  the  Synod  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia.  This 
Synod  receives  as  her  Articles  of  Faith  and  Rules  of  Church  Government  and  Wor- 
ship, the  same  as  those  used  in  the  Cbnrch  of  Scotland.  The  Westminster  Con- 
fession of  Faith  and  the  Scotch  Directory  of  Worship  must  necessarily  be  adopted 
by  all  who  place  themselves  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Synod. 

It  was  my  conviction  that  there  was  no  real  difference  between  the  Presbyterian 
churches  under  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  Synod  and  our  Dutch  Church,  in  which 
I  was  educated  and  first  received  as  a  member:— I  say,  it  was  this  conviction,  as 
well  as  a  very  considerable  knowledge  of  and  practice  in  the  Bngllsh  language, 
more  than  in  the  Dutch,  which  led  me,  after  I  had  directed  my  thoughts  to  the 
ministry,  to  unite  with  the  English  Presbyterians,  to  preach  the  Goepel  among 
them. 

After  I  had  preached  a  few  sermons,  I  was  invited  by  the  English  Presbyterians 
In  Elizabeth  Town,  New  Jersey,  which  is  situated  about  twenty  English  miles  from 
tbs  City  of  New  York,  to  preach  to  that  congregation  at  that  time  without  a  min- 
ister. That  church  was  then  vacant  on  account  of  the  removal  of  their  former 
minister,  in  accordance  wltb  the  action  of  the  Presbytery,  on  account  of  disputes 
which  had  arisen  in  that  congregation.  It  is  the  largest  and  most  important 
BIngllsh  Presbyterian  church  In  New  Jersey.  With  the  tenderest  evidences  of 
affeetJon,  I  was  then  called  to  that  charge  to  be  their  pastor  and  minister.  I 
accepted  the  call  and  was  installed  in  the  service  among  them  In  a  solemn  manner. 
by  the  Presbytery,  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  September,  Anno  Domini  1757,  in 
the  twenty-flfth  year  of  my  age. 

I  remained  a  little  more  than  three  years  in  Elizabeth  Town.  Then  disputes 
arose  in  the  congregation  and  animosities  developed  toward  me.  This  led  me, 
together  with  some  others  in  the  congregation,  to  request  a  release,  through  the 
Presbytery,  from  my  charge.     This  took  place  on  October  1st,  1760. 

After  these  things  I  realized  most  profoundly  the  uncertainty  of  a  settlement 
in  the  Presbyterian  churches.  I  was  also  cut  to  the  heart  by  the  cruelty  and 
Ingratitude  of  the  people.  But  being  reasonably  provided  with  the  necessariea  of 
life,  through  the  gracious  Providence  of  God,  and  after  much  depression  of  feeling 
and  earnest  pleadings  before  the  Father  of  Wisdom  for  his  direction,  I  bought  a 
farm  In  Jamaica,  Long  Island,  and  went  thither  with  my  family  on  the  1st  day  of 
May  1761. 

One  of  the  most  important  reasons  for  my  removal  to  Jamaica  was  the  oppor- 
tunity which  it  gave  me  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  a  poor  English  congregation  at 
Hempstead.  They  had  been  without  a  pastor  for  more  than  twenty  years,  and 
were  not  at  all  solicitous  about  their  own  miserable  condition.     They  were  both 
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unable  and  declined  to  support  a  paator,  and  alas!  that  It  must  be  said,  for  sucb 
reasons  too  much  despised  and  neglected  by  the  ministers.  I  preached  more  than 
a  year  in  this  congregation.  It  prospered  by  my  services;  and  the  people  even 
began  to  appreciate  the  privilege  of  divine  services  so  much  that  they  offered  to 
pay  me  a  salary.  I  hope  and  expect  that  under  the  good  hand  of  Ood,  my  preach- 
ing among  them  will  result  in  the  permanent  reestabllshment  of  public  services 
among  them.  But  while  I  was  preaching  at  Hempstead,  some  of  the  Dutch,  the 
doors  of  whose  churches  were  then  closed,  came  to  hear  me,  and  exprefned  a  desire 
to  call  me  to  service  among  them. 

Your  Kevs.  may  be  assured  that  all  this  took  place  without  any  suggestion  on  my 
part.  I  was  an  entire  stranger  to  all  matters  pertaining  to  their  calling  me  which 
were  in  progress  in  the  Dutch  congregations,  until  the  Consis'tory  was  on  the  verj 
point  of  giving  expression  to  their  desires.  Your  Revs,  may  well  understand  that 
I  was  very  much  surprised  when  asked  by  the  Consistory  after  a  recital  of  what 
the  Consistory  had  done,  if  I  would  accept  the  charge  of  their  four  united  congre- 
gations. I  gave  them  the  following  answer:  that  I  could  not  at  once  decide  on  so 
important  a  matter,  but  that  I  feared  that  I  could  not  forsake  my  ordination  by  the 
English;  and  then,  too,  my  small  abilities  in  the  Dutch  language  would  be  an 
obstacle  thereto.  They  answered  that  they  had  spoken  with  the  neighboring  Dutch 
ministers  concerning  my  ordination  and  their  own  affairs,  and  that  those  ministeri 
thought  that  the  suggested  obstacles  would  be  no  hindrance  to  the  call. 

Furthermore,  the  Consistories  desired  me  to  go  with  them  to  visit  the  neighbor- 
ing ministers,  and  talk  with  them  on  all  these  matters.  This  I  did,  and  the  result 
of  the  conference  was  that  the  Consistories  were  encouraged  by  Messrs.  Rltxemm 
and  Kubel,  to  go  through  the  congregations  to  make  up  a  call  for  me.  The  min- 
isters, moreover,  declared  that  such  call  would  be  confirmed  in  Holland  by  the  Eev. 
Ulassis  of  Amsteldam  (Amsterdam.) 

Subsequently,  by  the  advice  and  with  the  consent  of  the  aforesaid  ministers,  but 
not  before,  the  Consistories  obliged  me  to  preach  successively  in  all  their  four 
churches.  Then  the  four  Consistories,  upon  the  unanimous  request,  and  in  the 
name  of  the  four  congregations,  presented  their  call  to  me.  And  notwithstanding 
the  desires  of  the  congregation  of  Hempstead  to  retain  my  services,  I  accepted  this 
call  after  due  consideration.  It  was  done  with  prayers  to  God  to  direct  me  as  to 
my  duty,  and  in  order  to  promote  the  greatest  good  of  Christ's  kingdom,  and  antici- 
pating that  the  same  would  be  confirmed  by  your  Rev.  Classis.  If  the  Classls  Is 
willing  to  receive  me  as  a  brother.  I  am  willing  to  subordinate  myself  to  the  same 
m  all  ecclesiastical  matters,  under  Christ. 

Reverend  Fathers  and  Brethren,  thus  stands  the  matter.  In  the  bosom  of  your 
Ohurch  I  was  educated  and  have  always  highly  esteemed  her.  And  now.  In  order 
to  promote  her  prosperity,  I  am  willing,  while  I  hope  for  the  help  of  God's  Spirit 
and  the  affection  of  your  Rev.  Classis,  to  give  my  weak  faculties,  as  a  Minister,  to 
this  work. 

Your  Classis  is  well  aware  of  the  sad  disputes,  the  unchristian  discords,  the 
unhappy  schisms,  and  the  great  animosities  which  have  so  long  prevailed  in  these 
congregations,  and  have  robbed  so  many  precious  and  immortal  souls  of  the  pleasing 
messages  of  the  Gospel.  Your  Revs,  have  frequently  In  your  letters  expressed  your 
grief  over  these  things,  and  manifested  your  Christian  compassion  for  these  distant 
parts  of  Christ's  vineyard.  I  have  had  a  closer  view  of  the  unhappy  conditions  of 
theee  congregations.  Consistories  opposing  Consistories  and  members  opposinir 
members.  These  sad  scenes  have  caused  great  sorrow  in  my  heart,  for  my  brethren, 
my  kindred  according  to  the  flesh. 

After  all  the  disputes  and  divisions  in  these  congregations,  at  last  the  day  of 
peace  and  general  unity,  desired  by  all  the  good,  yet  expected  by  few,  has  arrived. 
They  tell  me  that  I,  (who  am  an  unworthy  servant  of  Christ,  and  who,  strange 
enough,  strayed  to  this  place),  have  become  the  cause  of  their  happy  union,  and 
that,  as  such,  I  have  been  called  by  them.  Meditating  on  the  Providence  of ^  God 
which  brought  me  to  this  place,  and  on  the  general  good  feeling  of  the  congfega- 
tloQs  towards  me  after  some  of  their  fruitless  attempts  to  secure  others,  I  have 
considered  the  call  as  the  Voice  of  God  and  have  obeyed  the  same.  Believe  me. 
Rev.  Sirs,  that,  if  I  know  my  own  heart,  it  is  only  because  T  looked  at  the  matter 
in  this  light,  and  especially  from  love  towards  my  Cmclfled  Savior,  with  an  earnest 
desire  to  preserve  the  peace  and  unity  of  these  congregations  and  to  promote  the 
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welfare  of  their  aouls,  that  I  have  become  Inclined  to  accept  their  call.  I  have 
alieadj  anfTered  many  hardahipe  and  disappointmenta  in  the  ministry,  although  I 
am  yet  yonng,  anch  aa  I  wonld  not  have  suffered  in  any  other  vocation.  And  becauae 
off  the  ancertain  love  and  treacherous  changes  of  men,  and  the  enmity  of  the  world 
asalnat  Christ  and  his  disciples,  I  have  reason  to  fear  that  I  will  yet  experience 
much  more  of  grief  and  sorrow.  With  all  humility,  I  believe  that  if  I  was  not 
really  deairona  of  willingly  taking  up  the  cross  of  Christ,  and  bearing  It  after  him, 
1  would  not  again  undertake  the  important  service  of  the  ministry.  The  difficulty 
also  of  my  preaching  the  Gospel  and  performing  my  duties  in  a  language  which 
1  do  not  very  well  understand,  and  which  I  must  yet  learn,  in  order  to  serve  four 
oongregations  far  apart,  and  that  for  a  smaller  salary  than  I  received  in  the  Eng-  • 
Ush  church  with  easier  work:~all  these  considerations  will  convince  your  Revs,  of 
tlie  nprightneaa  of  my  heart  in  what  I  have  related  to  your  Revs. 

That  1  was  not  over  eager  to  accept  this  call,  so  far  as  respects  myself,  your 
Beva.  will  see  from  a  motion  and  desire  to  which  I  gave  expression  before  the  Con- 
iiatory  in  their  last  meeting.  It  was  that,  if  the  Rev.  Classis.  should  refuse  to 
nitlfy  this  call  to  me,  the  Consistory  should  then  request  the  Rev.  Classis  to  send 
some  minister  to  their  congregations,  according  to  their  wisdom,  and  that  they 
would  promise  to  accept  him.  But  they  refused  this  proposal.  And  now  T  leave 
this  whole  matter  with  you.  Rev.  Sin.  I  do  not  doubt  but  that  your  Revs  will 
conclude  that  which  your  Reva.  shall  deem  best  for  these  congregations.  Mean- 
while, may  the  Father  of  Lighta  guide  your  Revs,  by  His  Spirit,  in  the  despatching 
of  thla  and  all  other  matters  which  may  come  before  your  Revs.  This  is  the 
earnest  desire  of  your  Revs,  humble  servant  and  co-laborer  In  the  vineyard  of 
Christ 

Abraham  Keteltas. 
<8ee  Oct.  7.  1762.) 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  GOVERNOR  ROBERT  MONCK- 

TON,  JUNE  14, 1762-JUNE  28, 1763. 

Church  of  New  York. 

English  Preaching.     DifBculties. 

New  York,  July  6,  1762. 
Consistory  held  after,  calling  on  God's  name. 

1,  Touching  the  call  of  an  English  minister  to  our  church,  some 
articles  were  presented  by  Mr.  Lott,  Jr.,  to  show  how  this  oould  be 
conveniently  done.  These  having  been  read  and  somewhat  ex- 
amined, were  approved  by  the  consistory,  with  a  view  of  proposing 
them  to  both  parties  and  obtaining  their  consent  to  them.  Domines 
Ritzema  and  De  Ronde,  Cornelius  Clopper  and  Pieter  Lett  were 
appointed  a  committee  for  this  purpose.  They  undertook  to 
attend  to  it  at  once  and  make  report. 

2.  Mr.  Tiebout  enquired  if  one  Susanna  Kock  could  be  employed 

by  the  Deacons  at  twenty  shillings  per  month.     Agreed  to. 

This  done  etc 

L.  de  Ronde,  p.  t  President 

Report  of  the  above  Committee,  Messrs.  Vredenburg,  Tiebout, 

Hardenbrook,  Turk,  Bogert>  Brown  and  Stoutenburg  appeared  in 

the  Consistory  Chamber  as  representing  the  Second  Petitioners. 

After  speaking  again  and  again  with  these  members,  and  reading 

to  them  the  proposed  Articles,  and  urging  them  to  agree  to  them, 

we  received  reply,  that  the  Second  Petitioners  would  in  no  way 

consent  that  an  English-preaching  minister  should  come  into  our 

church.     They  desired  to  remain  as  they  always  had  been.     They 

would  come  no  more  before  the  Consistory  and  refused  even  to  take 

a  copy  of  the  Articles. 

L.  de  Ronde,  p.  t  President. 

New  York,  July  12,  1762. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 
The  Consistory  found  itself  much  perplexed  by  the  above  given 
answer,  inasmuch  as  it  was  their  business  and  duty  to  keep  an  eye 
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on  both  set  of  petitioners,  and  satisfy  both,  if  possibla  The  matter 
ui^ged  by  the  Second  Petitioners  was  their  fear  of  losing  in  course 
of  time,  their  church  and  church  privileges,  (the  Charter)  ;  yet  the 
First  Petitioners  propose  nothing  else  than  to  secure  the  same  for 
the  Dutch  Church.  Inasmuch  as  the  Consistory  is  now  a  (Civil) 
Corporation,  as  such  it  has  always  been  very  zealous  in  making 
secure  thoee  properties,  which  by  will  have  been  given  them,  for 
the  service  and  support  of  the  ministers.  By  virtue  of  the  Charter, 
confirmed  to  them  by  Act  of  Assembly,  the  Consistory  resolved  to 
have  the  proper  papers  prepared  and  confirmed  by  the  Seal  of  the 
corporation,  and  thereupon  also,  immediately  to  have  the  Call  of 
an  English  minister  prepared,  under  the  limitations  fixed  in  the 
last  proposal ;  except  the  sixth  article  is  made  to  read  that  neither 
the  Dutch  nor  the  English  ministers  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  col- 
lections. 

Messrs.  Cornelius  Clopper,  Marschalk  and  Abram  Lett,  Jr.  were 
appointed  to  speak  with  such  a  lawyer  as  they  should  approve,  in 
respect  to  drawing  up  the  above  resolution. 

L.  de  Ronde,  p.  t  President 

AcTiox  OF  THE  Synod  of  North  Holland,  July  27-AaG.  6, 

1762,  Page  50,  Vol.  65. 

Article  36. 

Classical  Changes. 
Dii>mi3ded, 

Ilev.  Cor.  Blaauw,  minister  at  Vlieland,  goes  to  North  America. 

Rev.  Johannes  Martinus  Van  Harlingen,  called  by  the  churches 
of  Millstone,  (now  Harlingen)  and  New  Schennic  (Neshanic). 
After  being  finally  examined,  on  May  25,  1761,  he  was  ordained 
to  the  ministry  of  churches  in  New  Netherland. 

Rev.  Cor.  Blaauw  was  called  from  East  Vlieland  to  Pompton, 
Totowa,  and  Ganzegat,  (now  Fairfield).  After  being  duly  dis- 
missed from  the  church  at  Cost  Vlieland  and  from  the  Classis  of 
Enkhuysen  he  was  installed  in  the  ministry  of  the  said  churches. 


3828  Ecclesiastical  Bbcobds 

1762 

Article  45. 

North  and  South  Hampton;  ministeir,  Eev.  (Jonathan)  Du  Bois* 
His  Eev.  Complains  a  great  deal  about  the  prospect  of  the  decline 
of  his  church  from  the  lack  of  a  Dutch  school.  He  has  labored 
much,  but  in  vain  to  obtain  one 

Amwyl  (Amwell)  in  New  Jersey,  having  asked  for  a  minister, 
and  promising  to  pay  a  large  part  of  his  salary,  Rev.  Casper 
Michael  Stapel  has  been  appointed,  and  has  already  started 
thither 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

New  York.     Letter  from  the  Conferentie. 

1762,  August  Art.  9.  The  Eev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  report 
that  they  have  received,  another  letter,  from  New  York,  dated 
October  15,  1761.  This  was  signed  by  George  H.  Mancius,  John 
Kitzema,  Lambertus  de  Ronde:  John  Schuyler,  John  C.  Rubel,  A* 
Hoosencrantz,  B.  van  der  Linde — ^Ecclesiastes.  xiii.  320. 

Ohuboh  of  New  Yobk. 
English  Preaching.     Protests. 

New  York,  August  18,  1762. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  nama 

1.  The  committee  appointed  by  the  last  consistory  presented  a 
draught,  in  English,  which  was  read.  After  discussion,  it  waa 
unanimously  agreed  that  this  could  answer  no  good  purpose  for  the 
better  securing  the  properties  of  the  church.  Therefore  the  former 
resolution  should  be  considered  of  no  valua  It  was  better  also  to 
take  up  the  matter  under  the  form  of  the  eight  articles,  with  the 
proviso  that  the  change  made  in  the  sixth  should  be  included. 

2.  The  consistory  returned  to  the  eight  articles  which  weie 
presented  on  July  6th  and  the  question  was  proposed  in  these  two 
forms:  (1)  Shall  a  preacher  be  called  according  to  the  eight 
articles^  and  the  Great  Consistory  be  asked  to  approve  the  samet 
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or  (2)  Shall  the  articles  be  rejected  so  long  as  the  Second  Peti- 
tioners abide  by  their  proposal  ? 

In  favor  of  the  first,  were,  Cornelius  Clopper,  Pieter  Lott^ 
Garrit  Rapelye,  Abraham  Lett,  Jr.,  Grerhardus  Beekman,  Francis 
Marschalk,  Cornelius  Bogart,  Jacobus  Roosevelt,  Jr.,  Petrus  Lowe, 
Gerhardus  Duyting. 

In  favor  of  the  second  proposition,  were,  Christoffel  Bancker, 
John  Aalstein,  Huybert  van  Wagenen,  Andries  Abramae,  Tennis 
Tiebout 

Whereupon,  it  was  resolved*  by  a  majority  vote,  that  the  Great 

Consistory  shoidd  be  called  tomorrow  eight  days,  August  26,  at 

3  P.M. 

Signed  etc, 

J.  Ritzema,  p.  t  President 

New  York,  August  26,  1762. 

Great  Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

The  resolution  of  the  Ruling  Consistory,  to  act  upon  which  this 
meeting  waa  called,  was  read.  Whereupon  Mr.  Hardenbrock  pre- 
sented a  list  of  names  of  members  of  the  Great  Consistory,  which 
he  wished  to  have  considered  as  a  Protest,  since  they  did  not  con- 
sent to  the  proposed  action.  The  Majority  refused  to  consider  it, 
because,  if  they  did,  it  still  would  not  hinder  the  progress  of  the 
business.  Nevertheless,  notwithstanding  the  majority,  Messrs 
Hardenbrock,  Vredenburg,  Petrus  Bogart,  Van  Dyck,  Jakobus 
Turk  and  Willem  Rooseboom  continued  to  protest. 

The  question  was  then  again  put  on  consenting  to  the  resollition 
of  the  Ruling  Consistory;  and  all  except  the  above  named  con*- 
sented. 

The  Great  Consistory  was  then  asked,  if  it  had  anything  further 
to  observa  The  answer  was,  that  the  matter  was  referred  to  the 
Ruling  Consistory,  on  condition  that  the  second  of  the  eight 
articles,  should  be  amended,  according  to  a  remark  of  Mr.  Recorder. 
"  Provided  that  the  English  minister  must  be  a  memW  in  full 
communion  of  our  church,  according  to  our  Church  Constitution, 
and  in  the  same  manner  as  the  present  Dutch  ministers." 


3830  Ecclesiastical  Records 

1762 

The  matter  being  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Ruling  Consistory^ 

they  resolved  to  let  it  rest  until  after  both  the  communions. 

Signed  in  etc. 

J.  Ritzeina,  p.  t.  President. 

List  of  the  present  members  of  the  Great  Consistory  who  gave 

their  consent  to  the  call  of  an  English  minister. 

1.  Cornelius  Wynkoop  2.  Abram  Lett,  Jr. 

Pieter  Keteltas  Nicholas  Roosevelt 

Richard  Ray  David  Abeel 

John  Duryee  Joris  Brinkerhof 

Wm.  De  Peyster  Peter  Marschalk 

Luke  Roome  John  O.  Lansing 

Luke  van  Ranst  Henry  dopper 

Qerard  W.  Beekman 

3.  John  Livingston. 

Isaac  Roosevelt  4.  Symon  Johnson 

Evert  Byvank  Abram  van  Wyck 

Robert  Bronson  Andries  Breestede 

John  Brevoort  Anthony  TenEyck 

Jacobus  Roosevelt,  Sr.  Theodore  Van.  Wyck 

Philip  Livingston  Dirk  Brinkerhoff 

Andrew  Myer 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
Approval  of  the  Call  of  Rev.  Kok,  (Cock.) 

1762,  Sept  6th.  Art.  4.  The  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  hand 
in  a  lawful  instrument  of  a  call  of  elders  and  deacons  of  the  Camp 
and  Rhinebeck,  in  New  York,  extended  to  Rev.  Gerard  Daniel 
Kok,  (Cock)  with  the  request  that  at  the  next  Classis  he  may  have 
his  final  examination. 

The  Rev.  Classis  finding  everything  in  debita  forma  approves 
this  call,  and  grants  this  reques-t.  As  a  text  there  was  assigned  to 
him  1  Thess.  5:8;"  But  let  us,  who  are  of  the  day,  be  sober,  put- 
ting on  the  breastrplate  of  faith  and  love;  and  for  a  helmet,  the 
hope  of  salvation."  And  for  the  examination  in  Hebrew,  Psalm 
2 ;  in  Greek  the  chapter  of  the  text.  xiii.  321. 
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Pamphlets  of  Leydt  and  Ritzema. 

Art  7  ad  9.  The  Eev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  report,  that  one 
of  those  two  pamphlets  have  a  tendency  to  injure  and  arraign  the 
Classia  They  are  i^pquested  to  submit  extracts  therefrom,  and  to 
bring  in  a  report  (pre-advioe)  as  to  how  this  blame  can  in  the  best 
manner  be  diverted  from  the  Classis.     xiii.  321.     (See  Oct.  4.) 

Church  of  Xew  Yobk. 
'    Calling  an  English-speaking  Minister. 

Xew  York,  September  19,  1762. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

The  observation  of  the  Great  Consistory  in  respect  to  the  second 
of  the  eight  articles  was  brought  up,  making  it  read :  '^  that  the 
English  minister  etc."  (see  Aug.  26;)  and  a  majority  voted  that 
this  should  be  inserted  in  said  article. 

Mr.  Teunis  Tiebout  presented  a  Protest,  given  to  him  by  Jakobus 
Stoutenbe]^,  in  which  the  names  of  the  Protesters,  were  written  by 
Mr.  Stoutenberg,  desiring  that  the  resolution  of  the  Great  Consis- 
tory for  the  Call  of  an  English  minister  should  not  be  proceeded 
with. 

It  was  further  proposed  whether  an.y,  and  if  any,  who,  should  be 
appointed  to  obtain  a  subscription  for  an  English  minister:  Where- 
upon it  was  Resolved,  as  before,  that  the  Ruling  Consistory  should 
undertake  this  work  and  request  the  aid  of  some  of  the  Great  Con- 
sistory in  furthering  it. 

It  was  further  asked  and  agreed  to,  that  the  papers  presented  by 
any  party  should,  when  regularly  requested  by  a  member  of  Con- 
sistory^ be  furnished  by  the  President,  to  be  returned  after  use. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Ritzema,  p.  t.  President. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Report  on  the  two  Pamphlets  of  Leydt  and  Ritzema ;  and  on  the 

Coetus  of  New  York. 

1762,  Oct.  4th.  Art.  5  ad  7.  The  Rev.  Depp  ad  res 
Exteras  report,  that  in  tlie  ono  pamphlet,  published  by  those  who 
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call  themaelves  the  Coetus,  (Leydt's),  are  found  heart-grieving 
things  in  arraignment  of  the  Classis  and  Synod,  as  on  p.  29  etc. ; 
even  as  they  read  some  citations  from  the  same,  and  have  en*- 
lightened  the  Classis  with  their  pre-advice ;  wherewith  the  Olassis 
are  very  much  pleased,  and  with  thanks  requested  them  to  draw  up 
everything  carefully,  so  that  the  pre-advice  might  also  at  the  same 
time  constitute  the  contents  of  those  letters. 

Further,  Classis  requested  them  to  write  one  letter  directly  to 
the  Coetus,  and  another  to  the  Conferentie-Meeting,  and  to  express 
to  the  members  of  the  Coetus  the  displeasure  of  the  Classis ;  also  to 
announce  to  them  that  a  Coetus- Assembly  was  permitted  them  upon 
certain  terms  which  they  now  themselves  violate.  Hence  the 
Classis  cannot  recognize  such  a  Coetus.  Also  that  the  Classis 
desires  no  subordination  for  its  own  benefit,  but  only  to  be  of 
service  to  the  churches  of  New  York ;  but  by  their  perverse  conduct 
they  give  reasons  why  the  Classis  can  be  of  no  further  service  to 
the  churches  of  New  York.  Of  all  this  the  Classis  shall  give 
knowledge  to  the  High  Rev.  Synod  in  proper  season,     xiii.  324. 

(See  Leydt's  Pamphlet,  Aug.  12,  1760;  and  Ritzema's,  Oct  15, 
1761.) 

Examination  of  Rev.  Kok  (Cock)  for  New  York. 

The  High  Rev.  Mr.  Verloren,  Deputatus  Synodi,  took  his  seat, 
having  been  led  into  this  Assembly  by  the  Quaestor  and  Clerk. 
He  expressed  his  wish  for  a  blessing  upon  the  Classis.  This  was 
anwered  in  like  manner  by  an  expression  of  welcome  by  the  Rev. 
President  WTiereupon  Rev.  Gerardus  Daniel  Kok,  (Cock),  called 
as  minister  to  the  Camp  and  Rhinebeck  in  New  York,  preached  a 
sermon  on  1  Thess.  5 :  8,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Deputatus,  and 
the  members  of  this  Assembly.  He  was  subsequently  most  care- 
fully interrogated  by  the  Rev.  Examiner,  Joosting,  in  the  Hebrew, 
on  Psalm  2,  in  Greek  on  1  Thess.  5,  as  well  as  on  the  principal 
articles  of  Sacred  Theology.  He  gave  satisfaction  to  the  great 
pleasure  of  the  whole  assembly  both  in  the  confirmation  of  the 
doctrines  of  the  Truth,  and  in  the  confutation  of  the  errorists.  He 
was  therefore  assigned  to  that  church  with  much  satisfaction, 
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(amplitude),  with  a  prayer  for  the  divine  blessing.  Whereupon; 
the  High  Kev.  Deputatus  took  his  leave  with  expression  of  thanks, 
and  his  wish  for  a  blessing  on  us.  He  was  in  like  manner  answered 
bj  the  Rev.  President,  and  was  conducted  from  the  Assembly  by 
the  Quaestor  and  Clerk. 

Rev.  Kok,  (Cock)  repudiated  the  condemned  opinions  of  Prof. 
Boel  and  Dr.  Bekker,  and  declared  himself  orthodox.  He  prom- 
ised to  read  the  Forms  for  Baptism  and  the  Supper,  particularly 
the  three  questions  under  Baptism,  without  alteration.  He  then 
signed  the  Formulae  of  Conoord  and  promised  to  maintain  oorre- 
spondence  with  this  Classis.  He  was  thereupon  ordained  to  the 
Sacred  Ministry  by  Rev.  Examiner,  with  the  laying  on  of  hands. 
The  Rev.  Examiner  was  thanked  for  his  careful  examination. 

xiii.  325. 

Archbishop  Seckbb  to  the  Reverend  Dr,  Samuel  Johnson. 

Lambeth  Oct  6,  1762. 
Good  Dr.  Johnson: 

I  hope  Mr.  C6oper  ie  or  soon  will  be  with  yon,  and  will  answer  expectation.  I 
gave  liim  inch  advice  as  I  could:  the  best  part  of  it  was  that  he  should  consnlt  yon, 
and  follow  your  directions  in  every  thing.  I  promised  him  to  send  some  books  after 
him :  and  they  were  carried  for  that  purpose  three  days  ago  to  Dr.  Jay*s  lodgings. 
Ton  will  be  pleased  to  tell  him  this,  and  to  add,  that  they  are  only  what  I  told 
hlfls  they  would,  such  Duplicates  from  amongst  my  books,  good  or  bad,  as  I  could 
spare :  for  I  have  lent  the  rest  of  my  duplicates  to  the  Chaplains.  Dr.  Jay  hath 
ondoobtedly  acquainted  you  with  what  has  been  done  for  the  two  Colleges.  I 
approved  the  proposal  of  a  Joint  Collection,  as  the  best  way  for  both.  Lord  Presi- 
dcot  opposed  your  College  very  strongly ;  and  engaged  Lord  Bgremont,  Secretary  of 
State,  to  take  the  same  side:  but  at  last  we  got  the  better.  Dr.  Smith  hath  acted 
very  honorably  and  disinterestedly  in  this  whole  affair :  and  was  well  contented  with 
my  procuring  twice  as  much  from  the  King  for  New  York  College,  as  for  Philadelphia, 
because  the  former  Is  a  Royal  Foundation,  and  hath  no  other  Patron. 

A  Pamphlet  hath  been  sent  me  from  America,  entitled  **  The  real  advantages  which 
Ministers  and  People  may  enjoy  by  conforming  to  the  Church  of  Bhigland  faithfully 
considered  and  impartially  represented."  It  Is  written  In  a  ludicrous  manner,  yet 
with  strange  virulence,  and  seems  likely  enough  to  do  great  mischief.  Yet  surely 
the  Dissenters,  who  have  any  seriousness,  cannot  approve  such  a  method  of  writing 
against  us:  at  least,  they  might  be  brought  to  disapprove  it,  by  the  prudent  use  of 
very  mild  and  friendly  Remonstrances,  setting  forth  the  uncharltableness  of  such 
treatment,  and  the  injustice  of  such  Representations.  With  the  author  himself 
stronger  Expostulations,  yet  grave  and  gentle  ones,  might  be  used:  begging  him, 
with  fit  expressions  of  concern  for  him,  on  some  of  the  more  flagrant  enormities  of 
his  pen,  to  consider  what  spirit  he  Is  of.  Some  good  persons,  who  are  not  of  our 
church,  one  should  hope,  might  thus  be  brought  over  to  take  part  with  us.  And 
other  ways  of  answering,  I  apprehend,  would  do  us  little  good,  but  perhaps  much 
harm.  The  American  facts,  alleged  or  alluded  to,  are  so  many,  that  no  one  who 
hath  not  been  a  good  while  In  our  Colonies,  can  make  a  full  auswer,  unless  more 
than  ordinary  pains  were  taken  to  furnish  him  with  materials.     And  an  Intemperate 

99 
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answer  would  be.  and  a  defective  one  might  be,  worse  than  none.  I  had  not  an 
opportunity  of  knowing  the  contents  of  this  Pamphlet,  till  Dr.  Smith  was  gone  out 
of  town  to  the  North. 

A  letter  hath  been  brought  me,  within  these  two  days,  from  Mr.  Caner,  dated 
Aug.  9,  with  an  Act  of  the  Assembly  at  Boston,  passed  in  May,  to  incorporate  a 
Society  for  propagating  Christian  knowledge  amongst  the  Indians  of  North 
America.  I  know  none  of  them  by  their  names,  unless  the  Author  of  the  just 
mentioned  Pamphlet  be  one:  but  I  observe,  that  no  persons  are  members  by  virtue 
of  their  Stations :  if  any  of  them  be  Churchmen,  I  should  be  glad  to  know  it.  They 
are  accountable  only  to  themselves :  and  therefore  may  abuse  their  trust  as  much 
as  they  please;  and  I  should  fear  they  would  abuse  it  to  the  disadvantage  of  our 
Society,  and  the  strengthening  of  the  Dissenting  Interest.  If  the  matter  appears  in 
the  same  light  to  our  American  friends,  I  wonder  we  had  not  earlier  notice  of  it. 
The  Act  lies  before  the  Board  of  Trade  here,  and  might  possibly  have  received  the 
Royal  Assent  some  time  ago.  Were  our  Society  to  oppose  it.  we  should  be  charged 
with  doing  little  or  nothing  ourselves  and  hindering  others.  The  danger  of  its  hurt- 
ing our  Society  will,  I  doubt,  affect  but  few  of  our  great  men :  and  that  of  its 
benefitting  the  Dissenters,  not  very  many.  Invectives  against  it  by  our  Missionaries 
will  be  of  no  use  on  several  accounts :  particularly  because  its  Fate  will  be 
decided  here;  where  possibly  we  may  be  able  to  stop  it  for  the  present,  though  I 
am  not  sure  of  that :  and  much  less,  what  can  be  done,  if  it  comes  back  another  year 
amended. 

I  should  have  said  one  thing  more  about  the  Pamphlet,  which  is  more  material 
than  all  the  rest,  that  whereinsoever  we  are  justly  accused.  Clergy  or  people,  we 
should  own  it  and  mend,  which  is  the  only  good  answer  in  such  cases.  The 
Society  hath  not  met  since  May.  I  have  been  111 ;  and  the  Bishops,  the  Secretary, 
and  the  Treasurer  out  of  Town.  In  the  meantime  I  have  paid  the  Bill  of  500  11 
from  your  College  out  of  my  own  pocket.  And  I  think  I  have  secured  from  the 
Crown  170  11  for  the  damages  done  by  the  soldiers  to  Mr.  Charltons  Qlebe  in 
Staten  Island.  I  hope  there  will  not  fail  to  be  a  Meeting  next  week.  Whether  I 
shall  be  able  to  go  to  it  is  very  doubtful.  But  at  least  I  promise  myself,  that  I 
shall  talk  over  matters  with  such  as  can  go.  And  then  I  purpose,  God  willing,  to 
write  you  another  letter.  For  there  are  several  particulars  in  yours  of  last  April 
relative  to  Society  Affairs,  yet  unanswered  by  me.  But  I  must  go  no  further  at 
present.  Only  I  assure  you,  that  no  one  hath  hitherto  Intimated  to  me  the  least 
desire  of  the  oiBce  of  a  Bishop  in  America :  and  that  I  am  entirely  of  your  opinion, 
that  the  Crown  should  not  begin  with  Clergymen  already  settled  there.  God  bless 
you,  good  Dr.  Johnson.     Pray  for 

Tour  loving  Brother. 

— Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  Vol.  vil,  pp.  507-8. 

CoRRESPONDENCB  From  America. 

The  Coiiferontie  Ministers  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  about  the 
call  of  Kev.  Abraham  Keteltas,  .October  7,  1762.  Vol.  33,  page 
50.     Xo.  323. 

To  the  Right  Rev.  Cla&sis  of  Am^^terdam. 

Rt.  Rev.  Gentlemen,  Fathers  and  Brethren  in  Christ: — 

We  have  the  honor  to  for^vard  to  vonr  R^^v.  Hmlv  two  comnumi- 
cations  besides  this  one  of  onr  own:  one  from  the  Rev.  Abraham 
Keteltas,  (of  June  7,  1702),  fonnerly  minister  in  the  Presbyterian 
congregation  at  Elizal)eth  TovrUy  in  New  Jersey,  the  other  from  the 
United  Dutch  congregation  in  Queens  county,  Long  Island.    Their 
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contents  will  speak  for  themselvee.  About  their  extensive  reports 
we  have  nothing  more  to  remark  than  to  sa j,  that  we  can  testify 
to  tie  truth  of  the  substance  of  the  narrations,  leaving  certain  par- 
tiealars  to  the  rospousibility  of  the  writers  of  the  sama 

The  reason  why  these  letters  were  not  sent  on  the  day  on  which 
they  were  signed  accompanied  by  a  letter  from,  us,  as  had  been 
promised,  was,  that  we  had  been  requested  to  hold  a  trial-examina- 
tion of  Rev.  Keteltas,  in  order  that,  if  convinced  of  his  orthodoxy 
upon  all  points,  we  might  have  all  the  better  grounds  for  reoom- 
mending  his  Rev.  to  the  Rev.  Classis.     In  this  examination  (tenta- 
in€«n)  Ave  found  his  Rev.  too  favorably  disposed  to  the  opinions  of 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Isaac  Watts,  as  regards  the  dogma  of  the  eternal 
generation  of  the  Son  by  the  Father.     We  were,  therefore,  not  only 
checked  in  the  accomplishment  of  our  previously  adopted  plan,  but 
it  also  caused  great  disturbances  throughout  the  congregation,  so 
that,  in  consequence,  separations  again  threatened  them,  (lit.  stood 
at  the  door).     We  conferred  repeatedly  with  Rev.  Keteltas  and 
eventually  brought  matters  so  far,  that  he  has  handed  to  us,  in 
person,  in  this  accompanying  writing,  the  expression  of  his  opin- 
ion, in  order  to  let  your  Hon.  Body  judge,  whether  or  not  his  con- 
ceptions are  at  variance  with  our  received  doctrines. 

Hilt  inasmudi  as  all  the  differences  in  that  congregation,  so 
iserious  and  of  such  long  standing,  have  been  quieted  down,  and 
they  have  united  on  the  person  of  Rev.  Keteltas,  we  make  bold, 
^Rev.  Gentlemen,  in  case  this  affair  should  be  acted  on  more  or 
less  strictly  by  some  classis  in  the  Netherlands,  most  earnestly  to 
reoommend  said  Rev.  Keteltas,  to  favorable  notice.  In  all  other 
rei^KJcts  he  agrees  with  us  upon  every  point,  so  far  as  wo  know.  lie 
i'i  a  man  who  was  born  in  our  ouni  clinrcli.  His  father  wjh  for- 
merly a  distinguished  elder  in  the  congrc^gation  of  New  York. 
His  mother  is  still  an  esteemed  member  of  the  same,  as  are  also 
oth^r  of  his  relatives.  He  made  confession  of  his  faith  and  was  a 
member  of  our  church ;  and  although  he  does  not  express  himself 
iiprm  this  point,  as  we  would  like  to  have  him  do,  nevertheless  ho 
does  not  oppose  our  doctrine  upon  any  ])oint.  Indeed,  he  himself 
declared  to  mo  <Mily  this  morning,  that  ho  had  never  taught,  nor 
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did  he  intend  to  teach  anything  different  from  that  which  is  taught 
among  us;  and  that  he  hoped  upon  further  investigation  to  receive 
such  light  as  would  enable  him  to  express  himself  in  the  manner 
customary  among  us. 

We  hope,  therefore,  Rev.  Gtentlemen  and  Fathers,  in  considera- 
tion of  all  these  circumstances,  and  of  the  earnest  desire  of  the 
congregation  which  has  again  been  communicated  to  us  by  two  mes- 
sengers, and  in  consideration  of  the  injurious  consequences  which 
otherwise  may  perhaps  be  expected,  that  we  may  receive,  as  soon 
as  possible,  your  favorable  reply,  let  it  cost  what  it  may;  and  that 
we  may  rejoice  together  in  knowing  that  peace  and  love  again 
prevail  through  the  whole  of  Long  Island ;  and  may  this  also  clear 
the  way  for  other  laborers  where  the  peace  is  still  disturbed. 

With  due  respect  for  your  Rev.  Assembly,  and  our  best  wishes 
for  your  esteemed  persons,  families  and  weighty  duties,  w©  call 
ourselves. 

Right  Reverend  and  Highly  Esteemed  Gentlemen, 
Your  Obedient  Servants  and  Brethren, 

Joh.  Ritzema,  V.  D.  M. 

Lambertus  De  Ronde 

U.  Van  Sinderen,  V.  D.  M. 

Joh.  Casp.  Rubel,  V.  D.  M. 
New  York,  October  7th,  1762. 

N.  B.  Rev.  Alsentz  arrived  here  in  good  health  on  October  4th. 
He  reports  that  our  letters  and  the  little  books,  (the  pamphlets  of 
Leydt  and  Ritzema,  1760,  1761,)  onljv  reached  the  Rev.  Classis 
on  the  day  previous  to  his  departure ;  and  that  the  Rev.  (Oomelius) 
Blaauw  came  in  for  Pomp  ton,  (was  appointed  for  Pomptoni),  in 
the  Orcades  (  ?),  whitlier  he  went,  but  has  not  yet  arrived.  He 
will,  therefore,  not  be  able  to  bring  a  reply  (to  this  request  in  be- 
half of  Keteltas?)  ;  but  we  hope,  ne\"ertheless  will  send  it  to  us  as 
soon  as  possible,  even  if  it  should  cost  fourteen  guilders,  as  we  are 
informed,  to  our  grief,  our  package  has  cost 
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Chubch  of  New  Yobx. 

Oppoeitdon  to  the  Call  of  an  English-speaking  Minister. 

New  York,  October  19, 1762. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 
Jakobns  Stoutenberg,  with  others,  presented  a  paper,  with  the 
names  he  had  formerly  written  now  in  the  subscribers'  own  hands, 
to  show  the  Consistory  that  they  really  were  Protesters ;  but  the 
Consistory  doubted  whether  the  paper  could  be  regarded  as  a  Pro- 
test 

Mr.  Adrian  Bancker,  Jr.  was  again  appointed  Treasurer  of  the 
church  properties  for  the  ensuing  year. 

An  order  was  given  him  respecting  the  restoration  of  the  £30. 
of  the  interest  on  the  £2000.  of  the  Manor — to  be  given  to  domines 
Ritzema  and  De  Bonde. 

Signed  etc. 

J.  Ritzema^  p.  t.  President. 

New  York,  October  29,  1762. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Messrs.  Abel  Hardenbrock,  Jacobus  Stoutenberg  and  some  other 
monbers  appeared:  Mr.  Stoutenberg  asked,  (1)  Whether  he  and 
certain  others  were  recorded  by  the  Consistory  as  members  of  the 
congregation  ?     To  which  the  President  answered,  Yes. 

(2)  Whether  they,  as  members  of  the  congregation  had,  accord- 
ing to  the  Charter  and  the  Church  Order,  a  voice  in  chosang  the 
Consistorr,?  The  answer  to  this  question  was  referred  to  the  Con- 
siifUyry.  They  then  presented  a  paper  containing  the  grounds  of 
their  inquiry. 

After  long  consideration  it  was  Resolved  by  the  Consistory  that 
they  see  nothing,  either  in  the  extract,  quoted  from  the  Charter  or 
in  tlie  Act  of  the  Legislature,  which  gives  the  members  the  right 
of  voting;  yet  if  theji  could  bring  any  la\\'ful  objection  to  the  per- 
sona nominated,  the  Consistory  was  willing  to  hear  them. 

(3)  A  copy  of  this  resolution  was  requested  and  given. 

(4)  Mr.  Stoutenberg  desireil  tliat  it  should  W  noted  on  their 
behalf,  that  they  protested  against  the  published  nominees;  not 
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oiilv  for  the  reasons  in  their  paper,  as  (>p]>os<^rs  to  tlie  introduction 
of  an  Englisli  minister,  but  also  as  not  approving  of  them;  and 
that  tliey  would  (K)i!tinne  to  approve  of  those  nominees  who  by  the 
niajoritv?  were  parsed  by  in  the  election,  until  this  eause  should  bo 
decided  by  a  greater  tribunal. 

(5 )  A  copy  of  the  Charter  and  Act  of  As-sembly  was  demanded : 
This  they  were  allowed  to  obtain  in  tlie  best  way  (they  could.) 

In  ri^ferenee  to  (4),  the  Consistory  decided  that  there  was  no 
right  in  this  denumd,  and  therefore  tlie  publication  and  ordination 
should  l>e  proceeded  with. 

(6)  Since  the  piecie  (partj-v)  of  Stoutenberg,  etc.,  proj>o8es  to 
have  this  dispute  settled  by  a  greater  tribimal,  lawyers  shall  be  re- 
quested to  take  no  iee  against  the  church,  but  defend  us :  for  which 
means  shall  1x3  provided. 

In  name  etc., 

J.  Ritzeraa,  p.  t  President, 

Church  of  New  York. 

Plan  for  Calling  an  English-speaking  Minister. 

New  York,  December  16,  17 G2. 

Plan  of  tlie  manner  in  which.  Saving  the  Rights  and  Privil^^s 
cf  the  Dutdi  Reformed  Congregation  of  New  York,  grante<l  by 
Charter  and  Act  of  .Assembly,  a  Minister  may  be  introduced  to 
preach  in  the  New  Cliureh  in  the  English  Language. 

1.  Such  minister  shall  have  ordination  like  the  Dutch  ministers 
according  to  the  Constitution,  institution  and  ordinances  of  the 
Church  of  Holland,  doiined  and  coniinnod  in  the  National  Synod 
of  Dort  1618  and  1611),  and  shall  sign  the  Doctrinal  Standards. 

2.  That  he  sliall  Ix^  in  tlie  commimion  of  our  congn^tion  and 
teach  and  administ<T  the  sacraments  togc^ther  ^nth  the  Dutch 
ministers;  and  if  the  English  sendee  should  ro(iuire  an  increase 
of  Consistory,  three  Elders  and  four  deacons  more  shall  be  chosen 
irom  the  Dutch,  so  that  theyy  with  the  present  members,  shall  make 
one  Consistory  and  congregation  in  name  and  in  fact;  it  being 
understood  that  the  aforesaid  English  minister  must  be  in  full 
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oommunion  of  our  church,  according  to  our  church  constitution,  as 

are  tbe  present  Dutch  ministers ;  yet  shall  not  in  the  least  enjoy, 

Dor  have  anything  to  say  about  the  church  properties  given  and 

confirmed  for  the  support  of  the  Dutch  ministers ;  but  shall  receive 

his  salary  only  from  tlie  vohmtary)  subscriptions  which  shall  be 

made.     For  this  payment  the  said  extraordinary  number  of  con- 

sistorial  persons  shall  provide. 

3.  Although  the  church  properties  given  for  the  support  of  tlio 

Dutch  ministers  are  sufficiently  secured  to  that  end  by  the  wills  of 

the  respective  testators,  the  Charter  and  the  Act  of  Assembly ;  yet 

each  one  who  may  hereafter  be  chosen  to  a  church  office  shall  l)e 

compelled,  when  he  subscribes  Uie  book  for  the  salary  of  the  Dutch 

ministers  also  to  bind  himself  as  follows:    First,  Never,  directly 

<»r  indirectly,  to  use  for  the  behoof  of  tlie  said  English  minister  any 

^'f  the  church  properties  given  for  the  behoof  aforesaid ;   Secondly, 

Never  to  consent  tliat  more  than  one  minister  shall  preach  in  our 

pre3eiit  New  Dutch  Church ;  Thirdly,  That  there  shall  always  be 

in  future  two  Dutch  ministers  to  preach  in  the  present  churches. 

4.  That  the  sen^ico  in  English  shall  be  limited  to  the  New 

Church.     It  shall  also  be  at  such  times  as  shall  most  please  those 

who  have  sittings  there  and  are  against  the  English  service.     This 

shall  be  either  once  at  the  usual  time  in  the  morning ;  or  once  in 

the  afternoon  and  once  in  the  evening;  yet  so  that  he  shall  preach 

twice  on    Sunday,   one   of    which    preachings   shall    be   on    the 

catechism. 

5.  He  shall  be  bo\uid  to  catechise  and  instruct  the  young  in 
<livine  truth,  and  such  others  as  are  inclined  thereto  in  the  English 
languaga 

6.  The  alms  collected  in  l>oth  services  shall  be  brought  into  one 
treasury  and  be  disposed  of,  according  to  tlio  farther  explanation, 
for  the  church  and  poor  of  both  (languages). 

7.  The  Church  Masters  sliall  continue  as  at  pn»sent. 

8.  If  this  plan  be  approved,  and  such  an  English  minister  as 
alx>ve  described,  shall  l)e  called,  a  gallary  sliall  inmiediatelv  Ix)  con- 
structed in  the  New  Church,  not  only  to  remove  the  present  great 
noise  (Echo?)  but  also  to  make  more  room  for  those  who  neither 
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have  nor  can  obtain  sittings,  and  are  inclined  either  to  the  Dutch 

or  English  service. 

New  York,  December  16, 1762. 

This  being  great  Beckoning  day,  the  Elders,  Cornelius  Clopper, 
John  Bogart,  Jr.,  and  Deacons,  Garret  Rappelye  and  Pieter 
Keteltas  of  the  majority,  were  appointed  a  committee,  with  Mr.  do 
Peyster,  to  lease  the  estate  which  will  expire  in  May  next 

It  was  further  agreed  that  Joseph  Taylor,  Myndert  Johnson, 
Thomas  Thomson  and  John  Vanderveer  should  be  arrested  by  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Manor  for  the  amount  of  their  bonds. 

Other  Items  in  1762. 

N*ew  edition  of  "  The  Prayer  Book "  in  Mohawk.    Edited  by 

Eev.  Henry  Barclay.    Dix.  Hist.  Trinity  Ch.  i.  241. 

Feb.  8.     Eev.  Jacob  Oel  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.     Doc.  Hist. 

N.  Y.  4to.  iv.  198. 
yMarch  7.     Gen.  Amherst  to  Col.  Bradstreet.     Doc.  Hist  N.  Y. 

iv.  199     (Presbyterian). 

-V  March  13.     Sir  Wm.  Johnson  to  Eev.  Henry  Barclay.     Doc. 

Hist.  K  Y.  iv.  199. 

April  5.  Eev.  David  Zisbeiger  to  Mr.  Peters.  Doc.  Hist. 
N.  Y.  iv.  200. 

'   April  10.     Edward  Johnson,  of  Tuscarora,  to  Sir  Wm.  John- 
son.   Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  iv.  200. 

April  10.  Isaac,  an  Indian,  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.  Doc.  Hist. 
K  Y.  iv.  201. 

Aug.  20 ;  Sept.  8.  Wheelock  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.  Doc.  Hist. 
N.  Y.  iv.  201,  202. 

V  Sept  8.  Eev.  Dr.  Pomroy  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.  Doc.  Hist. 
N.  Y.  iv.  203.  (With  enclosure,  of  July  10,  signed  by  25  Con- 
gregational ministers  of  Connecticut). 

V  Oct  16.  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  to  Dr.  Pomroy.  Doc.  Hist  iv. 
205. 

VOct  16.     Sir  Wm  Johnson  to  Eev.  Mr.  Wheelock.     Doc.  Hist 
.  Y.  iv.  206. 
N    Oct  16.     Sir  Wm.  Johnson  to  Eev.  Dr.  Barclay.     Doc.  Hist 
N.  Y.  iv.  206. 
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Revesbnd  Db.  Samubl  Johnson  to  Archbishop  Srckeb. 

EUngs  College,  New  York,  January  6,  1768. 

I  neTer  heard  of  the  ylrulent  iMunphlet  Your  Grace  mentions,  [Oct  6,  1762,] 
till  a  little  time  before  I  recelyed  your  kind  letter.  It  eeems  it  baa  been  banded 
about  a  good  while  very  privately  in  New  England,  where  it  la  now  frequent,  but  I 
have  not  heard  of  its  being  here.  I  hoped  the  apparent  malice  and  extreme 
onfaimesa  of  it  would  in  a  great  measure  defeat  the  wicked  Intention  of  it  I 
should  howerer  haye  bad  some  thoughts  of  writing  a  Reply  to  it  myself,  but  that 
writing  Is  grown  very  tedious  to  me,  by  reason  of  a  bad  tremor  In  my  band.  Upon 
reeelTlng  Your  Grace's  most  wise  and  kind  remarks  on  It,  I  immediately  transcribed 
and  sent  them  to  Mr.  Beach  and  desired  him  to  answer  it,  and  I  thia  day  haye  a 
letter  from  him  by  which  it  appears  he  is  doing  it,  and  I  hope  he  will  do  it  in  some 
measure  to  Your  Grace's  approbation.  It  should  seem  by  an  expression  in  your 
letter,  that  you  know  the  name  of  the  writer :  for  us,  we  cannot  find  who  he  Is,  and 
abould  be  glad  to  know.  Those  who  haye  been  suspected,  utterly  deny  it ;  and  many 
of  the  Dissenters  are  ashamed  of  it,  at  least  pretend  so,  and  one  who  is  of  Dana's 
party,  talks  of  answering  it. 

The  Gentleman  I  meant,  being  a  Countryman  of  the  Chief  Minister,  made  some 
Gentlemen  of  the  neighbouring  Goyemment  yery  apprehensiye  of  a  probability  of  his 
endeayours  to  be  made  a  Bp.,  and  the  possibility  of  their  success,  if  there  had  been 
a  peace,  which  occasioned  my  mentioning  that  affair.  We  are  told  here  that  Mr. 
Chandler  has  a  Doctor's  Degree  at  Oxford ;  which  seems  strange,  as  we  know  of  no 
application  haying  been  made  for  it,  and  Mr.  Cooper  thinks  he  must  haye  known  of 
It  If  It  had  been.  Howeyer,  if  it  has  not,  I  wish  it  may  be  done;  for  we  haye  no 
man  llkemlnded  with  him  in  caring  for  the  Interests  of  Religion  and  Learning,  or 
hath  made  so  good  proficiency  in  the  study  of  them,  or  Is  likely  to  be  so  great  an 
ornament  to  them. 

Your  Grace's  most  dutiful  most  obliged  and  most 
obedient  humble  Seryant, 

(signed)  Samuel  Johnson. 

— Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  Vol.  yll,  pp.  S16-517. 

Church  of  New  York. 
An  English-speakifig  lliinister  to  be  called. 

New  York,  January  6,  176& 
CoQSistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Present — ^Domlne  L.  de  Ronde,  President,  Domlne  Ritzema. 

Pleter  Lott  Gerard  Beekman 

Cornells  Bogart  Garrit  Rappelye 

Elders.  Cornells  Clopper  Deacons.  Dirk  Brlnkerhoof 
Simon  Johnson  John  Hardenbrock 

J<An  Bogart  Jr.  Teunls  Tiebout 

Theodore  Van  Wyck  Pleter  Keteltas. 

Alderman  Bogart  represented,  in  the  name  of  Abel  Hardenbrock,  Jacobus  Stouten- 
t>erg  and  Petrus  Bogart  as  well  as  all  who  bad  been  opposed  to  the  call  of  an 
Bngllsh  minister,  that  they  would  agree  to  the  call  of  such  a  minister  to  preach  In 
the  New  (Fulton  street)  (Hiurch,  so  long  as  the  consistory  should  esteem  it  neces- 
sary and  nscful,  retaining  one  turn  for  the  Dutch  on  Sunday ;  and  that  this  might 
conttnoe  for  six,  eight  or  ten  years.  In  that  time  another  church  shall  be  built  on 
•oltable  grounds  belonging  to  the  church ;  and  this  Third  Church  shall  be  for  the 
ose  of  the  English  serylce;  and  to  the  building  of  which  they  promise  for  them- 
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•elves  and  others  to  give  liberally.     And  when  this  is  completed,  the  English  minister 
shall  render  his  service  there. 

The  Consistory  agreed  to  this  proposal  and  will  so  apprise  the  First  Petitioners. 

Mr.  John  Hardenbrock  was  requested  to  make  a  plan  of  a  Gallery  In  the  New 
Church,  according  to  the  eighth  Article,  and  state  how  mnch'  stuff  will  be  required 
that  the  timber  may  be  obtained-  for  seasoning. 

Cornelius  Clopper,  Theodore  Van  Wyck.  John  Bogart,  Jr.,  Garret  Rappelye  and 
Dirk  Brinkerhoof,  or  any  three  of  them,  shall  be  with  one  or  both  of  the  ministers  a 
committee  to  write  to  Holland,  to  such  gentlemen  as  they  deem  suitable,  to  look  oat 
for  such  a  minister,  one  that  will  be  satisfactory  to  our  congregation,  and  request 
them  to  apprize  the  Consistory  by  the  first  opportunity.  Whereupon  the  meeting 
separated  with  thanksgiving. 

Signed,  etc., 

L.  de  Ronde,  President. 


Acts  of  tub  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Rev.   rWannoldiis]  Kuypers  Called  to  Curacoa. 

1763,  Jan  lltli.  Art.  1.  Kev.  Warmoldus  Kuypers,  ap- 
pointed by  the  Messrs.  Directors  of  the  West  India  Company  as 
minister  on  Curacoa,  requested  that  this  appointment  may  be 
changed  into  an  ecclesiastical  call,  and  that  he  may  be  examined  at 
the  next  Classis.  This  was  done  as  to  the  call,  and  his  request  for 
examination  was  granted.  The  text  assigned  him  was  2  Cor.  4 ; 
8,  "  We  are  troubled  on  every  side,  yet  not  distressed,  we  are 
perplexed,  yet  not  in  despair  " .  . .  .  His  examination  in  Hebrew 
was ;  in  Greek xiii.  326. 

Letters  from  Abroad. 

Art  6.  The  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  read  a  letter  from  St. 
Eustatius,  dated  August  19,  1762,  and  a  letter  from  New  York, 
from  the  so-called  Conferentie-meeting,  dated  October  15,  1761. 

Both  of  which  were  answered  by  the  Rev.  Depp,  with  all  care- 
fulness and  discretion,  and  the  answers  were  approved  for  for- 
waixling. 

Moreover  thev  read  a  letter  from  New  York  dated  October  7, 
1762,  signed  by  Ritzema,  de  Ronde,  van  Sinderen,  and  Rubel. 

Also  a  letter  from  Rev.  Abraham  Keteltas,  dated  June  7,  1762. 
The  Classis  could  have  wished  that  Rev.  Ket^ltas  had  expressed 
himself  more  clearly  upon  these  important  matters,  and  requests 
the  Rev.  Depp,  to  point  this  out  to  him  more  fully ;  in  order  that 
since  the  Classis  must  decide  whether  he  would  be  of  benefit  to 
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the  chuich,  it  might  admit  hira  with  freedom  (amplitude),  but  in- 
asmuch as  all  the  members  of  the  Classis  are  pledged  to  the 
Fonnulae  of  Concord,  he  too  will  have  to  pledge  himself  to  the 
same.     The  Classis  leaves  all  this  to  the  wise  and  usual  discretion 
of  the  Rev.  Depp.     xiii.  329. 

Extract  From  a  Letter  of  the  Conferentie,  to  the  Classis 
OF  Amsterdam,  Dated  October  15, 1761.  Vol.  33,  Page  50. 
No.  322. 

A  letter  from  New  York,  dated  Oct.  15,  1761,  from  the  Couferentio 
Assembly,  signed  bvi  Re\'^8.  Mancius,  Ritzema,  Do  Ronde, 
Schuyler,  Frj^enmoet,  Van  der  Linde,  Van  Sinderen  and  Rubel. 

They  bad  received  our  letter  of  Jan.  13,  1761,  with  the  Acts  of  Synod  and 
delivered  the  enclosed  letter  to  Rev.  Leydt  They  have  an  Idea  that  the  book  of  Rev. 
Leydt  (True  Liberty  the  Way  to  Peace)  has  already  come  before  us,  as  Rev.  Alsentz 
must  have  taken  a  copy  with  him  to  Amsterdam ;  and,  as  they  consider  themselves 
irat  in  a  dubious  light  in  that  book,  they  have  resolved  to  get  their  observations 
tbereon  also  printed,  etc.  Rev.  Leydt  gave  the  letter  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam 
to  a  New  York  printer,  in  order  to  circulate  Ave  hundred  copies  of  it  tbrouffhout  the 
land;  and  to  let  the  whole  world  know  the  fine  answer,  condemning  them  (the  Con- 
ferentie), and  Justifying  himself.  Time,  they  (the  Conferentie)  say.  will  cause  the 
fruit  thereof  to  appear :  as  in  all  churches  are  found  some  who  side  with  the  old 
ministers — (as  they  call  those  of  the  Conferentie  Assembly) — and  some  who  side 
with  the  so-called  Coetus.  Of  Rev.  Leydt's  book  they  send  over  one  copy,  and  of 
tbeir  own  observations  on  it,  two  copies,  in  order  that  these  may  open  the  eyes  of  the 
Classis.  For  the  Classis  has  very  often  complained  of  the  obscurity  of  these  mat- 
ters, which  made  it  impossible  for  it  to  judge  of  them.  They  say  that  now  the 
time  has  come  for  the  Classis  to  act,  not  simply  as  adviser,  but  as  judge ;  that  this 
Is  a  thing  which  they  had  long  desired,  before  matters  had  reached  their  present 
height.  They  appeal  to  the  Classical  Letter  of  Dec.  1,  1720,  which  also  is  printed 
In  their  defense.  They  now  desire  of  the  Classis  a  categorical  report — Peace  with 
the  Preservation  of  the  Truth.  Otherwise  they  will  be  forced  to  lay  the  whole 
matter,  as  it  has,  from  time  to  time  been  presented  to  the  Rev.  Classis,  on  the  table 
of  the  Synod  ;  It  being  impossible  for  them  to  acquiesce  in  the  decision  of  the  Rev. 
Classis,  if  they  do  not  want  to  fall  under  the  suspicion  of  all  true  Christians.  They 
conclude  with  congratulations. 

At  the  close  of  the  letter  is  a  Postcript  from  Revs.  Ritzema  and  De  Ronde,  dated 
New  York,  Oct.  (F'eb.?!  2r»,  1762.  In  this  their  Revs,  make  mention  of  the  schism 
In  the  Church  at  Tappan :  that  this  was  caused  by  the  minister's  ( Verbryk's)  sending, 
in  connection  with  some  members  of  the  so-called  Coetus.  and  without  order  from 
the  church  and  the  consistory,  a  draft  of  a  Charter  (prlvllegle-brlef )  to  the 
(Jovemor.  for  the  establishment  of  an  Academy  In  that  Province.*  Thirty-eight 
beads  of  families  show  tbeniHelves  so  offended  thereat,  that  they  refuse  to  pay  the 
minister  his  salary.  Although  the  Governor  refused  the  request,  the  minister  is 
bound  to  push  it  through  with  his  successor,  and  so  the  heads  of  families  continue 
to  refuse  to  pay  the  salary.  I"or  this  they  have,  all  of  them,  been  put  under  censure ; 
and  the  greater  part  of  them  have  withdrawn  themselves  from  public  worship.     This 
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•Achter  den  brief  is  een  P.  S.  van  D.'D.  Ritzema  en  I>e  Ronde,  In  dato  Nleuyork 
d.  25  Oct.  [Feb.?]  1762.  waarin  hunnen  Eerw.  melden  de  scheurlg  in  de  gemeente  van 
Tappan,  onstaen  darover  dat  de  predikaut,  buyten  order  der  gemeente  en  des  ker- 
keraads.  met  enige  leden  des  zo  genaamden  Coetus,  by  den  governeur  een  prlvllegle- 
brief  gesonte  heeft  tot  oprigtinge  ener  Academie  in  die  provintie.  waarover  30  huys- 
raders  slg  so  gebelegt  tonen,  dat  zy  wygeren  den  predikaut  zyn  tractament  te  betalen. 


3844  Ecclesiastical  Records 

1783 

dliroption  bat  now  Uiited  for  two  montlis  already.  They  predict  more  dlstvrtMmcea 
of  that  kind,  as  Queens  County  on  hong  Island,  also  Is  In  commotion.  In  closing 
they  mention  that  Kings  County  is  still  at  rest,  but  there  Is  no  telling  how  long 
It  will  last 

Extract  From  a  Letter  of  Rev.  Abram  Keteltas  to  th» 
Classis  of  Amsterdam,  June  7,  1762.  In  Vol.  33,  Page  51. 
^o,  324. 

A  letter  from  Queens  County,  Jamaica,  dated  June  7, 1762,  signed 
by  Rev.  Abraham  Keteltas,  who  was  called  as  minister  to  the  four 
churches  of  Queens  County). 

His  Rev.  glTes  therein  a  full  account  of  himself  and  of  all  the  drcamstancea 
connected  with  his  call.     Briefly  they  amount  to  this : 

1.  That  he  Is  a  member  of  the  Presbytery  of  New  York,  having  by  It  been 
regularly  examined  and  subsequently  promoted.  This  Presbytery,  together  with 
others.  Is  subordinate  to  the  Synod  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia.  This  Synod 
takes  for  Its  Articles  of  Faith  and  Rules  of  Church  QoTenunent  and  Religions 
Worship  the  same  articles  which  are  In  use  in  the  Church  of  Scotland.  It  la 
required  of  all  who  come  under  the  Jurisdiction  of  this  Synod  t6  accept  the  West- 
minster Confession  of  Faith  and  the  Scotch  Directory.  He  is  conTineed  that  tiMN 
is  no  real  difference  between  the  Presbyterian  churches  under  the  jurisdiction  of  that 
Synod  and  our  Dutch  Church,  In  which  he  was  brought  up  and  received  first  as  a 
member.  The  fact  that  he  was  more  familiar  with  the  Bngliah  language  than  with 
the  Dutch,  Induced  him,  after  he  had  made  up  his  mind  to  enter  the  ministry,  to 
preach  the  Oospel  among  the  English  Presbyterians. 

2.  He  further  says,  that  after  he  had  preached  a  few  sermons,  he  was  invited  by 
the  English  Presbyterians  at  Ellcabethtown,  New  Jersey,  about  twenty  Bngliah  miles 
from  New  Yotic,  to  preach  to  that  congregation,  as  it  was  without  a  pastor  at  that 
time.  With  the  strongest  evidences  of  love  and  unanimity  he  had  received  a  call 
there,  as  their  pastor  and  teacher.  Having  accepted  the  same,  he  was  ordained  to 
the  ministry  by  the  Presbytery  in  September,  1767.  But  after  three  years,  when 
differences  arose  in  that  church,  and  opposition  toward  himself,  he  was  induced, 
with  a  number  of  the  church,  to  ask  to  be  discharged  from  his  service.  This 
occurred  in  October,  1760. 

8.  Thereupon  he  changed  his  residence  to  Jamaica,  May,  1761,  especially  because 
he  would  there  have  the  opportunity  to  preach  the  Oospel  to  a  poor  English  congre- 
gation at  Hempstead,  which  for  more  than  twenty  years  had  been  without  a  pastor. 
He  had  preached  with  success  there  for  more  than  a  year. 

4.  While  he  was  preaching  there,  some  of  the  Dutch,  whose  church  doors  were 
closed,  came  to  hear  him,  and  became  disposed  to  call  him  to  minister  among  them. 
This  all  came  about  without  any  efforts  on  his  part  The  consistories  of  those 
churches  had  first  asked  him  if  he  would  be  inclined  to  accept  service  among  them, 
and  his  answer  was,  that  he  thought  his  promotion  among  the  Bngliah  woald  be 
an  obstacle.  Whereupon  they  said  that  they  had  already  spoken  with  neighboring 
Dutch  ministers  about  the  matter,  and  their  answer  was  that  such  a  circnmatance 
would  be  no  obstacle  to  a  call.  Wherefore  the  consistories  expressed  their  desirs  that 
he  should  confer  with  the  neighboring  ministers  about  these  matters^  Thla  ha  did. 
The  result  waa,  that  the  consistories  were  encouraged  by  the  Revs.  Rltsema  and 
Rubel  to  go  round  among  the  churches,  to  ask  that  they  might  toider  him  a  ealL 
Such  a  call  the  ministers  thought  would  be  confirmed  by  the  Rev.  Olaasla  d 
Amsterdam.  Thereupon  the  consistories,  with  the  advice  and  approval  of  the 
aforesaid  ministers,  invited  him  to  preach.  In  turn,  to  their  four  congragattoas. 
This  done,  the  four  consistories,  by  unanimous  request  and  in  the  name  of  tha  four 
congregatlona,  offered  him  their  call. 

5.  This  call  he  declared  to  have  accepted  after  mature  deliberation  and  with 
prayers  to  Qod,  in  the  i»zpectatlon  of  Its  being  confirmed  by  our  Classis.    To  thla 
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If  it  i^oiild  be  pleased  to  accept  him  as  a  brother,  he  is  willing  In  all 
eoclflnntlnl  tilings,  under  Christ,  to  be  subordinated. 

<1)  H«  declares  that  he  is  inclined  and  ready  to  do  this,  solely  from  a  desire 
tm  aerre  •or  Church  in  which  he  was  brought  up ;  and  also  from  special  considera- 
tlm  of  the  condition  of  the  four  united  churches.  These  have  been  heretofore 
divided  by  many  discords  and  dissensions;  but  they  hsTe  now  united  in  calling 
hlB  to  be  their  minister.  This  they  have  done  from  an  earnest  desire  to  preserTe 
the  peace  and  unity  of  these  churches,  and  to  promote  the  welfare  of  souls. 

(2)  He  manifests  the  sincerity  of  his  heart  in  this  matter  by  the  proposition 
which  he  made  to  the  consistories,  namely,  that,  in  case  our  Classis  should  not  be 
pleased  to  confirm  his  call,  they  would  seek  another  minister : — a  thing  which  they 
ittumd  to  do. 

<3)  He  gives  the  whole  business  into  the  hands  of  the  Classis,  for  it  to  decide  as 
It  shall  Judge  best  for  those  churches. 

To  this  letter  was  added  the  following  explanation  of  his  opinion  about  the  Holy 
Trinity,  and  the  generation  of  the  Son. 

As  there  has  been  some  doubt  as  to  my  opinion  about  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity, 
this  may  serve  to  make  known  to  all  who  shall  see  this  letter  my  belief  concerning 
this  important  article.     It  is  as  follows : 

I  beltere  that  there  are  Three  Persons  in  the  Divine  Nature,  namely,  the  Father, 
Son  and  Holy  Ghost. 

I  believe  that  each  one  of  the  Persons  in  the  Adorable  Trinity  is  truly  Ood, 
cteraaU  Independent,  and  clothed  with  all  divine  virtues  and  perfections. 

I  believe  that  the  Pather  has  1>egotten  the  Son  from  before  the  foundation  of  the 
world ;  and  that  He  is  His  first  and  only  Begotten  Son :  that  is,  the  Pirst-born  of  all 
cKttores,  or  the  Beginning  of  the  Creation  of  God,  according  to  Col.  1 :16,  Rev.  8 :14» 
compared  with  all  the  Scripture  passages  which  make  mention  of  the  appearance  of 
Christ  to  the  Patriarchs  as  the  Jehovah  and  the  Angel  of  the  Covenant. 

I  believe  farther  that  one  reason  why  Christ  is  called  the  Son  of  God  is  His 
icseration  by  the  Pather  from  before  the  foundation  of  the  world,  rejecting  the 
optalons  of  Professor  Roel,  according  to  which  the  cause  of  Christ's  Bonship  was 
\  His  eternal  participation  of  the  same  nature  as  well  as  His  equality  in  being  with 
the  Flither,  and  His  manifestation  in  the  flesh.  I  believe  that  neither  of  these 
tvo  toppositions,  nor  both  of  them  taken  together,  give  the  reason  of  Christ's 
I        Sooihip.     In  witnessing  to  the  fact  that  this  is  my  opinion,  I  subscribe  my  name. 

Was  signed, 

Abraham  Keteltas. 


f      Extract  From  a  Letter  From  Queens  Ck)UNTY,  L.  I.  to  the 
I  Classis  of  Amsterdam^  Dated  June  7, 1762.     Voi-^  33,  Page 

53.       Xo.  325. 

A  letter  from  Queens  County,  dated  June  7,  17()2,  signed  by  the 
members  of  the  Consistory  of  the  four  united  churches  of 
Jamaica,  Xewtown,  Hempstead  and  Oyster  Hay. 

1.  They  state  that,  from  the  different  letters  of  the  Classis.  they  had  learned 
hew  it  had  grieved  the  Classis  to  hear  of  the  dissenBlons  and  partisanship  which 
bad  wo  long  and  so  generally  prevailed  in  all  their  churches :  and  also  that  it 
earnestly  exhorted  them  to  love,  peace  and  unity :  that  they  now  hoped  that  the 
Classis  would  be  rejoiced  to  hear  that  all  their  four  churches  have  at  length  come 
to  an  agreement,  and  bare  been  reconciled  and  brought  to  peace ;  especially  was 
this  true  of  the  church  at  Jamaica,  soon  after  the  departure  of  Rev.  Thomas 
RoB^yn,  with  regard  to  the  individuals  of  the  ConsiBtory,  and  the  calling  of  a 
Biinister. 

2.  They  further  relate,  how,  that  after  peace  had  been  restored  and  a  new 
eonalstory  chosen  and  installed  at  Jamaica,  the  consiBtories  of  the  four  united 
drarebss  foond  themselves,  by  virtue  of  their  office,  in  duty  bound  to  look  about  for 
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a  pastor  and  teacher,  one  who  might  minister  to  all  the  four  churches:  and  that, 
after  having  held  meetings  several  times,  in  order  to  reach  a  proper  condosion,  and 
thus  to  ohey  the  exhortations  given  by  the  Classis,  in  a  letter  of  Jan.  7,  1747,  whldi 
was  they  riionld  look  about,  at  the  earliest  opportunity,  for  another  pastor  and 
teacher,  the  best,  most  godly  and  most  peace-loving  they  could  find :  they  had  found 
such  a  one  in  the  person  of  Rev.  Abraham  Keteltas,  whom  they  called  on  a  salary 
of  one  hundred  and  thirty  pounds,  a  parsonage  and  lands :  and  they  now  hope  and 
pray  that  the  Classis  will  approve  this  vote,  and  In  love  receive  his  Rev.,  as  thsj 
(on  Long  Island)  had  received  him. 

(1)  They  give  a  description  of  this  person  and  his  qualifications,  which  agrees 
with  what  is  mentioned  of  him  in  the  two  previous  letters. 

(2)  They  mention  that  he  has  accepted  their  call  on  the  following  condition : 
that  he  promises  over  his  own  signature  that  he  would  place  himself  under  the  Rer. 
Classis  of  Amsterdam,  so  as  to  stand  and  remain  subordinate  to  the  Rev.  CUssls, 
and  to  be  bound  by  the  Church  Order  and  all  the  laws  and  regulations  of  our  Dutch 
Church,  agreeably  to  the  action  of  the  National  Synod,  held  at  Dordrecht  in  the 
years  1618-10. 

(3)  They  pray  and  humbly  beg  that  the  Rev.  Classis  will  accept  his  Rev.  as  a 
brother,  and  recognize  him  as  a  member  of  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

(4)  They  declare,  that  his  Rev.  did  not  visit  them,  but  that  they  sought  him  out, 
and  that,  in  consultation  with  neighboring  ministers ;  and  that  they  called  him  after 
he  had  first  preached  all  around  in  the  four  congregations.  Of  necessity  they  had 
allowed  his  Rev.  to  administer  Holy  Baptism ;  but  in  reference  to  the  Lord's  Supper, 
they  would  wait  until  they  had  received  answer  from  the  Rev.  Classis.  They  are  in 
hopes  that  the  Classis  will  recognise  him  as  a  lawful  ^minister,  and  ratify  all  that 
he  has  done. 


The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Coxferentie,  Jan.   11, 

1762.     Vol.  31,  Page  169.     No.  119. 

To  the  Ministers  in  New  York  who  call  themselves  the  Conferentie,  namely,  O.  W. 
Mandus,  J.  Ritsema,  Lambertus  De  Ronde,  J.  Schuyler.  John  C.  Fryenmoet, 
B.  Van  der  Llnde,  U.  Van  Sinderen,  A.  Rosenkrants  and  J.  C.  Rubel. 
Rev.  Gentlemen  and  Beloved  Brethren:— 

Your  communication  of  Oct.  15,  1761,  with  a  postscript  of  Feb.  25,  1762.  signed 
by  John  Ritsema  and  Lambertus  De  Ronde,  in  which  you  thank  us  for  the  Acts  of 
the  Synod  and  the  accompanying  letter  of  Jan.  13.  1761,  we  duly  received.  In 
addition  we  have  since  received  a  little  book  of  Rev.  (John)  Leydt,*  which  did  not 
reach  us  very  early,  and  two  copies  of  the  little  bookt  which  yon  (Rev.  J.  Ritsema) 
have  published  in  answer  thereto,  for  which  we  return  our  thanks.  From  these 
writings  we  learn  to  our  grief  that  not  only  was  the  Union  not  accomplished 
between  you.  who  call  yourselves  the  Conferentie  and  those  who  call  themselves 
the  Coetus;  but  the  bitterness  has  become  stronger  and  the  division  worse. 

It  is  extremely  sad  to  us  to  see  that  all  our  efforts  and  anxieties,  and  even  our 
Indulgences  toward  you.  have  been  of  no  avail.  We  have  also  read  with  great 
displeasure,  in  the  book  of  Rev.  (John)  Leydt,  his  reproaches  and  slanders,  not 
only  against  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  but  even  against  the  Synod  of  North  Hol- 
land, for  their  resolutions  on  these  (American)  matters.  We.  therefore,  cannot  be 
silent  on  this  subject.  On  the  other  hand  we  have  read  with  satisfaction  your 
book,  (that  of  J.  Ritsema),  for  you  not  only  recognize  the  proper  subordination  to 
the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  which  the  churches  of  your  country  owe  to  the  same; 
but  you  also  defend  the  rights  of  the  Classis,  in  opposition  to  those  who  deny  them. 

Yet  we  have  also  learned  with  grief  from  your  letter  that  you  were  not  satisfied 
with  the  answer  of  the  Classis  respectlnj?  tlio  points  of  difference  between  your- 
selves and  those  who  call  themselves  the  Cootus.  You  understood  that  answer  as 
condemning  you  and  favoring  them.  You  ask  us.  therefore,  kindly  to  give  a  cate- 
gorical answer  on  those  points,  asserting  that  else  you  will  be  obliged  to  carry  all 
the  points  of  difference,  from  the  beginning,  bofore  the  Christian  Synod  (of  North 

^Dated  Aug.  12,  1760.  tDatod  Ort.  15.  1761. 
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Holland.)  We  have  Informed  the  Glaesli  of  your  position;  and  that  Rev.  Araembly, 
after  carefol  conalderation  of  the  matter,  has  commanded  us  to  express  her  deci- 
sloB  on  the  two  points  of  difference,  through  which  the  desired  union  then  failed* 
and  indeed,  has  not  yet  been  accomplished. 

1.  The  first  point  was:  That  decisions  in  matters  of  importance,  in  which  there 
might  he  differences  of  opinion  in  your  Assembly,  should  not  be  made  by  a  majority 
of  Yotes,  but  that  the  Classis  or  the  Synod  should  decide.— the  whole  matter  being 
brought  up  by  consent  ot  both  parties;  but  the  gentlemen  who  call  themselTes  the 
Coetna,  desired  that  conditions  should  remain  as  before.  tIs..  decisions  to  be  made 
by  a  majority  of  rotes.  But  the  Classis  then  decided  that  a  majority  of  TOtes 
moat  decide  all  matters,  since  the  very  nature  of  any  Assembly,  and  therefore, 
also  of  an  Ecclesiastical  Assembly,  required  such  a  rule ;  but  with  the  understanding 
that  protesting  members  might  appeal  to  the  Classis  or  Synod. 

The  opinion  of  this  Assembly  is  necessarily  the  same  yet,  and  it  cannot  be 
changed,  because  it  la  founded  on  Article  31*  of  our  Church-Rules.  To  these  we 
are  all  subordinate.  It  belongs  to  the  Tery  nature  of  any  Assembly  that  conclu- 
sions must  be  reached  by  a  majority  of  Totes.  including  the  right  of  appeal  by  those 
who  may  object.  It  might  be  adTlsable.  howerer,  if  it  would  tend  to  peace,  and  to 
aTOid  dlYlslon  and  strife,  that  these  present  matters,  the  cause  of  so  much  trouble. 
should  be  brought  by  common  consent  before  the  Classis,  without  your  taking  any 
de<4slon,  so  as  to  obtain  the  opinion  of  this  body. 

2.  The  second  point  of  dispute  was  the  promotion  of  candidates  Into  the  ministry. 
Inclndlng  the  right  of  examination.— On  this  matter  we  may  speak  Isrgely  and  more 
fully,  because  of  its  great  importance;  and  because  the  rightfulness  of  this  priTi« 
lege  Is  Tioiently  contended  for  by  Rev.  (John)  Leydt  in  his  little  book. 

The  opinion  of  the  Classis  has  always  been  and  is  yet  the  same,  that  the  churches 
of  New  Netheriand  have  no  right  to  hold  the  preparatory  or  final  examinations,  for 
these  things  distinctly  belong  to  the  Classis,  as  such.  This  opinion  is  founded  on 
the  4th  Article**  of  the  Synod  of  Dort  (Church  Government)  In  which  this  right  Is 
eiyen  to  the  Classis.  To  these  Church  Rules  all  ministers  of  New  Netheriand  hare 
bound  themselves  by  their  signatures,  and  this  right  the  Classis  cannot  permit  to 
the  Coetus:  because  all  churches  and  Consistories  are  subordinate  to  the  Classis. 
Hucb  submission  has  existed  among  you  from  the  earliest  times,  even  when  you 
belonged  to  the  West  India  Company.  The  same  subordination  was  continued 
after  the  English  conquered  your  colony,  and  the  Classis  has  always  maintained  this 
opinion,  and  often  given  expression  to  it.  As  a  proof  of  this  her  letter  of  December, 
17:S0.  is  sufficient. 

But  that  this  subordination  was  acknowledged  by  the  Church  of  New  Netheriand 
mmj  be  seen  in  extracts  of  letters  sent  to  us  from  your  country: 

Extract  from  a  letter  written  to  o\ir  Classis  from  New  York,  De- 
cember 15  1608,  and  signed  by  Henricns  Selyns  and  four 
ciders. 

''Although  our  Church  now  exists  under  his  majesty  of  Great  Britain,  we  are  not 
separated  from  your  Church  and  your  ecclesiastical  correspondence.  Onr  pariles 
heff».  as  may  be  seen  in  No.  18.  appeal  to  the  opinion  of  your  Classis.  which  we 
recognise  as  a  competent  tribunal,  and  with  whose  Judgments  we  are  sati8fled.*'t 

Extract  from  another  letter  from  New  York,  April  24,  1700. 

••We.  the  undersigned,  in  the  service  of  the  Church  of  God,  and  who  have  never 
experienced  any  discord  in  our  churches  or  consUtories,  request  you  to  devote  a  few 
hours  in  our  behalf,  and  give  us,  after  proper  deliberation,  your  decision,  etc..  etc. 
Signed  by  Henrlcus  Selyns  and  the  Elders. 

•Art.  31.  "If  any  pernon  consider  himself  agfrrieved  by  the  decision  of  a  lesser 
Assembly,  he  shall  have  the  liberty  and  right  of  appealing  to  a  higher :  and  that 
which  Is  determined  by  a  majority  of  voices  In  such  Assembly,  shall  be  held  decisive 
and  binding,  nnlefs  It  can  T)e  demonstrated  to  be  contrary  to  the  Word  of  God  and 
these  Articles.*'    Pulei*  of  Ch.  Gov.  aa  finally  rcrhcd  at  the  fipnod  of  Dort,  1619. 

•*Art.  4 2nd.    "In  an  examination  or  inquiry  into  the  doctrine  and  morals  of 

the  person  so  elected  "  (to  some  church)  "  which  shall  be  performed  by  the  Classis  in 
the  presence  of  the  Heputles  of  the  Synod,  or  of  some  of  them  "  

tSiee  Vol.  2,  page  1279  of  these  **  Records  '* ;  also  page  1210  for  No.  18. 
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Extract  from  a  letter  from  the  Consistory  of  Schenectady,  Sept.  4, 
1700.     Signed  by  Henricus  Selyns  and  Gualterus  Du  Bois. 

"Inasmuch  as  we  are  ministers  sent  over  by  the  Consistory  and  Classis  of 
Amsterdam,  and  are  also  members  of  that  Classis,  and  on  that  account,  are  obliged 
to  recognise  your  Hev,  Assembly  as  our  competent  Judge,  and  to  whose  decisions 
we  refer  our  ecclesiastical  cases;  and  are  not  permitted  to  recognize  any  other  body, 
especially  because  we  belong  to  an  incorporation  which  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam 
acknowledges,  and  by  which  our  ecclesiastical  affairs  are  reriewed,"  etc.,  etc.,  etc. 
[See  vol.  2,  page  1885,  of  these  "Records.*'] 

That  this  has  ever  been  recognized  is  also  evident  in  many  other  letters  to  the 
Classis  from  Consistories,  congregations,  as  well  as  private  individuals  in  New 
Netherland.  These  we  have  preserved.  In  them  they  request  the  Classis,  with 
the  permission  of  the  English  Government,  to  send  them  a  proper  supply  of  min- 
isters. They  have  not  only  consulted  us  about  many  different  matters,  but  have 
referred  affairs  which  they  could  not  decide  themselves  to  our  decision,  and  prom- 
ised to  subject  themselves  to  the  same.  The  same  fact  is  also  plainly  evident  In 
the  many  requests  sent  to  the  Classis  at  different  times  to  allow  authority  to  exam- 
ine certain  individuals,  preparatorily  and  finally;  for  example,  John  Schuyler,  J.  C. 
Fryenmoet,  B.  Van  der  Linde,  John  Leydt;  and  to  ordain  them  as  ministers.  By 
such  Acts,  the  superiority  of  the  Classis  is  evident.  In  those  cases  the  Classis 
granted  their  requests  and  allowed  them  authority  so  to  do,  but  upon  the  under- 
standing that  the  right,  according  to  the  Ecclesiastical  Rules,  belonged  strictly  to 
the  Classis;  but  that  for  special  reasons^  she  allowed,  upon  condition  that  such 
examinations  should  be  conducted  in  nomine  CUisHSt  or  in  their  right.  Reasons 
were  also  given  why  the  absolute  power  to  do  these  things  could  not  be  granted. 
These  may  be  seen  in  letters  written  to  your  country  at  the  time  by  our  ClaBsis: 
namely,  to  the  Consistory  of  Schoharie,  In  New  York,  on  Oct.  1st.  1736;  and  to  the 
Revs.  Henry  Boel  and  George  W.  Mandus,  pastors  in  New  York.  May.  1744;  and 
to  Garret  Uaaghoort,  R.  Erickzon,  Oct.  8rd,  1746;  and  to  G.  Du  Bois  and  John 
Uitzema,  April  11,  1747.     [See  under  dates.] 

Now  this  subordination  of  the  Churches  of  New  York  (to  the  Classis)  was  by  no 
means  destroyed  by  the  establishment  of  the  Coetus  In  that  country;  for  the  decign 
of  that  organization  was  not  to  take  away  that  subordination,  but  to  unite  your 
congregations,  collectively,  more  closely  to  ours,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  many 
troubles  which  had  already  begun  to  spring  up;  to  simplify  the  matter  of  the  cor- 
respondence for  the  Classis;  and  to  arrange  that  the  reports,  about  any  differences, 
in  which  our  opinion  was  desired,  might  come  to  us  through  the  recognized  Coetus, 
and  not  through  particular  individuals.  Thus  would  we  be  enabled  to  Judge  of  the 
matter  more  impartially.  The  Coetus  also  remaining  subordinate  to  our  Classis. 
better  opportunity  would  be  given  to  objectors  to  make  their  appeals  to  Classis. 
Now  it  is  for  such  salutary  reasons  that  the  Classis  advises  the  re-establishment  of 
the  Coetus. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  intention  of  certain  ones,  in  your  country,  who,  in 
the  first  place  requested,  with  powerful  arguments,  the  establishment  of  a  Coetus, 
it  is  perfectly  evident  from  many  letters  and  documents  then  written  to  us,  that  it 
was  then  thought  advisable  that  the  Coetus  should  remain  subordinate  to  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam.  In  order  to  prove  this  it  may  be  sufficient  to  quote  from 
the  letter  of  Sept.  12,  1787,  written  by  Rev.  Gualterus  Du  Bois,  In  the  name  of 
the  ministers  assembled  at  New  York,  Sept.  7-12,  and  addressed  to  the  several 
churches  of  that  region,  with  the  design  of  persuading  them  to  consent  to  the  for- 
mation of  a  Coetus.  In  this  letter  he  says:  "Since  it  must  be  obvious  to  all 
impartial  and  observing  Christians  of  the  Reformed  Church  that  we  have  tfie 
privilege  of  entering  upon  the  work  of  making  a  useful  Coetus  here,  for  the  reasons 
stated,  and  also  that  it  does  not,  in  the  least,  injure  our  subordination  to  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam",  etc.,  etc.,  etc.  Also  in  a  letter  of  April  12,  1738.  signed 
by  Gualterus  Du  Bois,  President,  and  Gerard  Haaghoort.  Scriba,  they  say  that  they 
agree  with  the  opinion  of  the  Classis,  namely:  "That  it  Is  necessary  that  there 
should  be  held,  annually,  at  New  York,  an  Assembly,  or  Coetus.  or  Convention  of 
ministers,  in  order  to  prevent  disturbances  and  discords  and  for  the  general  welfare 
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of  the  churches.     Therefore  they  have  determined  to  establish  a  yearly  Assembly 
0/  mlntstera  with  a  certain  number  of  elders.     They  have  notified  the  Ciassis  of 
thiB,  inasmuch   as  nothing   should   be  determined  on   without   the   knowledge   of 
Claisis".     '*Tbey   furthermore  notify   the  Ciassis  that  it   was  determined   in  an 
istembly  at  New  York,  April  24,  25,  1738.  that  the  effort  for  a  Coetus  should  Om 
coDtinoed.     And  the  Coetus,  say  they,  which  is  in  accordance  with  Church  Rules, 
li  a  body  subordinate  to  the  Rot.  Ciassis,  that  is,  to  such  an  extent  that  we  will 
tsk  adTlce,  correspond  and  make  appeals,  according  to  Church  Rules,  in  agreement, 
as  churches  in  our  country  (Holland)  do,  with  the  Synod  of  Dort.     We  respect- 
fully ask  the  Ciassis  to  confirm  this  Coetus  by  their  authority." 

**In  addition  to  this  letter  we  received  a  series  of  "FUNDAMENTAL  ARTICLES*' 
on  which  the  Coetus  was  to  be  founded.  We  mention  here,  only  those  which  refer 
to  subordination  to  Ciassis." 

Article  4.'  *'  None  but  ecclesiastical  matters,  and  those  In  an  ecclesiastical  way, 
•ball  be  taken  up  and  decided  in  a  Coetus;  and  always  in  subjection  to  the  Ciassis 
of  Amsterdam,  according  to  Articles  30,  31,  of  the  Church  Rules." 

Article  $:  "Whoever  feels  himself  aggrieved  by  the  proceedings  of  the  Coetus, 
may  appeal  to  the  Ciassis  of  Amsterdam.  In  cases  of  importance  we  must  take 
tlie  advice  of  the  Ciassis,  according  to  Articles  76  and  79,  and  always  follow  their 
counsel.  And  they  who  appeal  to  the  Rev.  Ciassis,  or  those  for  whom  the  Coetus 
asks  the  advice  and  Judgment  of  the  Rev.  Ciassis,  shall,  in  like  manner  with  the 
Coetus  Itself,  submit  Itself  to  that  advice  and  Judgment,  according  to  the  Church 
Kolas." 

In  a  letter  from  New  York,  Oct.  20th,  1788,  by  Gualterus  Du  Bois,  he  says,  in 
seeking  to  Justify  the  formation  of  the  Coetus:  "Fearing  disturbances  in  our 
llOQilshing  congregations,  the  Coetus  has  resolved  to  remain  subordinate  to  the  Rev. 
Ciassis.  We  Intend  to  assist  one  another  and  to  promote  love  toward  one  another, 
as  examples,"  etc.,  etc.  And  a  little  further  on,  he  says:  "We  are  ready  to 
■Qbordlnate  ourselves  to  the  High  Assembly,  and  desire  a  clear  division  carried  out 
In  good  order;"  and  in  conclusion:  "I  hope  that  these  my  reasons,  together  with 
tbe  necessity  <rf  a  Coetus  In  this  country,  subordinate  to  the  Ciassis  of  Amsterdam, 
may  be  regarded  as  satisfactory  as  well  as  the  other  letters  and  documents  of 
Importance;  and  that  the  Ciassis  may  be  of  the  same  opinion  as  myself,  and  all  in 
tills  country.  In  reference  to  the  establishment  of  a  Coetus." 

Now  this  shows  clearly  what  was  proposed  to  the  Ciassis,  and  that  a  subordi- 
nated Coetus  was  desired.  The  Ciassis,  therefore,  finally,  gave  permission  for  the 
establishment  of  a  Coetus  on  the  basis  of  the  Articles  proposed.  She  expressed 
bsnelf  dearly  on  the  matter  in  a  letter  dated  August  20,  1780,  addressed  to  Revs. 
G.  Dn  Bois,  B.  Freeman,  J.  T.  Frelinghuysen,  R.  Erlckson,  A.  Curtenius,  O.  Haag- 
hoort  and  John  Schuyler— "On  the  condition  that  care  was  to  be  taken  not  to  have 
a  word  ottered  against  the  doctrine,  and  to  hold  neither  preparatory  or  final  ezami- 
natlone— this  being  matters  which  by  the  Synod  of  Dort  were  restricted  to  the 
respectlTe  Ciassis,  and  which  principles  were  applied  a  few  years  ago  in  estab- 
Uahlng  a  Coetus  in  Surinam." 

This  declaration  the  Ciassis  repeated  in  a  letter  dated.  Nov.  1739,  and  which  Is 
alluded  to  In  yonr  (Ritsema's)  book,  page  15.  The  Rev.  Assembly  trusted  your 
declarations  In  favor  of  establishing  a  Coetus  subordinate  to  the  Ciassis  of  Amster- 
dam; and  has  also  written  many  letters  to  ministers  who  oppose  it,  advising  them 
to  sustain  the  plan.  FinSlly,  the  Coetus  came  into  existence,  but  snbordlnation  to 
our  Ciassis  remained.  For  In  the  First  Coetus,  held  in  1747,  it  was  resolved 
"that  no  minister  or  ministers  shall  request  permission  from  the  Ciassis  to  conduct 
examinations,  but  this  shall  be  done  only  by  the  Coetus,  to  which  body  the  student. 
with  the  proper  testimonials,  shall  present  himself.  In  this  case,  at  leant,  tbe 
fact  Is  clear,  that  only  the  Ciassis  had  the  right  to  grant  such  privileges;  and  that 
in  some  circumstances  at  least,  the  examination  must  be  asked  from  the  Ciassis. 

Letters  were  subsequently  written  from  time  to  time  to  the  Ciassis:  the  Acts  of 
the  Coetus  were  sent  over  to  us,  and,  in  matters  of  difference,  our  opinion  and 
decision  were  requested.  There  were  also  requests  sent  up  after  the  establishment 
of  the  Coetus.  to  obtain  from  Ciassis  the  right  to  qualify  certain  ones  after  exami- 
nation. This  proves,  that  only  the  Ciassis  had  power  to  do  such  things.  It  Is 
Indeed  true,  that  the  Ciassis  occasionally  gave  consent  to  the  Coetus.  to  examine, 
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as  was  the  case  of  8.  Verbryck.  but  Bubsequently  such  consent  was  refused.  The 
I'oetus  then  sent  over  certain  gentlemen  to  be  examined  by  ns  for  licensnre  and 
ordination,  or  sometimes  only  for  ordination.  As  examples  of  these  were  the  can- 
didates P.  De  Wlndt,  the  yonng  gentlemen  Jacobus  and  Ferdinand  Frelinghaysen, 
B.  Vrooman,  Theodore  Romein.  and  William  Jakson.  By  such  Incidents  you 
recognised  the  authority  of  Classls. 

Subsequently  a  plan  was  proposed  in  your  regions  to  change  the  Goetns  into  a 
Olassis.  and  even  to  form  a  UnlTersity.  The  Classls  expressed  her  opinion  very 
clearly  on  this  matter  In  a  letter  to  the  Coetus  of  New  York,  Dec.  9th,  1766,  which 
was  signed  by  W.  Peiffers  as  President  and  R.  Schutte,  Scribe.  But  there  la  no 
allusion  made  to  this  letter  in  the  book  of  Rev.  Leydt.  He  ignores  it  as  if  It  did 
not  exist.  Yet  the  Classls  therein  gave  decisions  on  each  proposition,  showing  the 
impracticability  of  either;  and  the  bad  results  which  would  flow  from  either  propo- 
sition if  successful.  Furthermore  the  Clnssis  wrote  to  the  Coetus,  April  6,  1756, 
(the  letter  being  signed  by  R.  Schutte,  president,  and  J.  Boskoop,  scribe.)  Prom 
this  J.  Leydt  quotes  and  mentions  in  his  book  only  one  section,  (page  27).  and 
that  without  alluding  to  the  expressions,  in  which  the  change  of  the  Coetus  Into 
a  Classls,  in  order  to  examine  and  advance  candidates  and  ministers,  and  the 
establishment  of  a  University,  are  disapproved. 

In  order.  If  possible,  to  carry  out  the  plan,  the  matter  was  brought  up  before  the 
Synod  of  North  Holland  In  1756.  but  that  Assembly  adopted  the  following  answer 
to  be  sent  to  the  churches  of  New  York:— 

1.  That  the  Synod  could  not  in  any  way  approve  of  the  establishment  of  a 
Classls,  for  the  same  reasons  already  given  by  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam. 

2.  That  the  project  of  establishing  a  University  or  Seminary  was  utterly 
impracticable.  It  was  to  be  regarded  as  a  chimera,  as  there  are  neither  Pro- 
fessors of  ability  in  that  country;  or  even  If  these  could  be  found,  there  were  no 
funds  by  which  they  could  t>e  supported. 

3.  The  Synod,  therefore,  advises  you  to  remain  in  correspondence  with,  as  well 
as  In  subordination  to.  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  and  unitedly  to  re-establish  the 
now  destroyed  Coetus.  The  Synod  further  declares  that  all  resolutions  made  by 
the  seceding  parties  are  null  and  void. 

The  next  year,  1757.  the  same  matter  was  again  bronjxbt  up  by  letter  from  your 
regions,  before  the  Synod  of  Nocth  Holland.  That  Assembly  held  Itself  to  the 
action  taken  in  the  preceding  year,  giving  no  authority  to  the  Classls  in  the  matter. 
Concerning  a  particular  request  then  made  to  be  allowed  to  examine  and  advance 
a  certain  Adrian  Van  der  Swan,  the  Synod,  (fearing  that  more  requests  of  a 
similar  nature  might,  from  time  to  time,  be  made,  to  the  Rev.  Assembly,  and  that 
this  one  might  be  only  a  pretext  to  help  you  carry  out  your  designs  for  separation 
from  the  Classls.)  resolved  to  leave  this  matter  to  the  judgment  of  the  Classls  of 
Amsterdam,  believing  that  that  Classls  would  act  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
congregations. 

Hence  it  appears  that  the  Classls  has  always  been,  and  Is  yet.  authorised, 
under  the  approbation  of  this  Synod,  to  conduct  the  preparatory  and  final  exami- 
nations in  behalf  of  the  churches  of  New  Netherland.  And  such  authority  was 
not  given  to  the  Coetus,  because  the  Synod  of  Dort  gave  it  to  the  Cla9»i$  and  not 
to  the  Coetus,  which  is  a  body  subordinate  to  a  Classis. 

Now  such  subordination  is  illegally  resisted  in  your  church;  yet  it  is  equitable, 
and  In  accordance  with  the  Word  of  God.  The  exhoriation  of  Paul  also  justifies 
It— "Let  all  things  be  done  decently  and  in  order.*'  1  Cor.  14:40.  If  this  is  done, 
then  lower  Assemblies  roust  be  subordinate  to  higher  ones.  This  is  an  essential 
In  all  societies.  For  such  reasons  there  were  formed,  as  the  growth  of  the  Church 
and  the  multiplicity  of  congregations  demanded.  Consistories.  Classes  and  Synods— 
Particular  Synods  and  a  General  or  National  Synod.  This  was  in  order  to  pre- 
serve fellowship,  unity  of  doctrine,  and  also  to  reconcile  opposing  parties.  To  the 
higher  Assemblies  were  given  more  privileges  and  powers  than  to  the  lower  ones. 
In  order  that  he  who  had  any  objections  against  the  Acts  of  a  lower  body  might 
appeal  to  a  higher.  This  is  necessary— else  why  should  a  higher  Assembly  exist? 
How  could  the  diverse  opinions  of  Consistories  be  reconciled.  If  no  Classls  or 
Synod  could  decide  upon  them?  If  they  had  no  more  power  than  a  Oonslstory, 
the  lower  not  being  subordinate  to  the  higher?  Why  should  any  one  appeal.  If 
the  higher  courts  had  no  power  to  confirm  or  reject  the  decisions  of  the  lower? 
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ires 

It  Is  obTions  that  there  moBt  be  a  graduated  sabordination  In  order  to  avoid  a 
perfect  Babel  of  confusion.  Indeed,  we  might  ask,  why  should  there  be  a  Coetus 
In  your  Country  if  it  possessed  no  more  power  than  any  particular  Consistory? 
and  If  such  Consistories  were  not  subordinated  thereto,  and  obliged  to  submit 
themselres,  or  appeal  to  a  higher  Assembly. 

Bach  Subordinations  exist  also  here  in  our  country  (Holland).  Consistories  are 
subordinate  to  Classes,  and  Classes  to  Synods.  Hence  the  Consistory  of  Amster- 
dam, although  consisting  of  twenty-nine  ministers  and  so  many  elders,  has  no 
power  to  conduct  preparatory  or  final  examinations,  but  this  power  belongs  only 
to  the  Classis;  but  the  Classis  consists  not  only  of  ministers  and  elders  (of  the 
city  of)  Amsterdam,  but  also  of  those  of  other  churches,  and  all  these  together 
make  the  Classis. 

[This  letter,  so  far,  is  duplicated  in  next  letter,  to  the  Coetus.] 

Inasmuch  then  as  the  Coetus  Is  subordinate  to  the  Clnssls  of  .\mstei'dam,  that 
Classis  declared,  in  a  letter  dated  Jan.  7  (or  13?)  1761,  that  she  cannot  approve 
the  promotions  already  made,  as  having  been  performed  according  to  the  custom 
of  the  Netherlands  churches.  This  the  Classis  now  reiterates.  The  ClaBslK  adds: 
But  we  will  not  be  too  strict,  and  will  not  altogether  repudiate  the  things  done, 
but  will  look  upon  them  as  facts  accomplished.  [That  is,  the  promotions  by  the 
(Toetus.!  The  Classis  has  acted  thus  In  a  few  other  matters,  when  things  have 
been  done  not  exactly  according  to  Church  Order;  not.  Indeed,  because  she  approves 
of  such  things,  but  for  the  sake  of  love  and  peace,  and  to  avoid  the  absolute 
revoking  of  accomplished  facts.  For  there  is  a  difrerence  between  giving  permis- 
aioo  to  commit  a  wrong  act,  and  providing  as  good  a  remedy  for  the  same,  as 
possible,  when  the  evil  is  done.  The  Classis,  therefore,  holds  herself  to  her  former 
statement,  and  is  ready  to  recognize  the  examinations  performed.  This  is  done 
In  the  interests  of  love  and  peace,  and  such  a  course  seems  the  best  means  of 
accomplishing  these  things. 

Finally,  the  Classis  declare  in  a  letter  of  Jan.  13,  1761,  that  she  does  not  give 
the  authority  to  conduct  examinations  in  general,  to  the  Coetus.  but  that  this 
belongs  only  to  the  Classis;  yet  the  Classis  will  in  extraordinary  cases  act  reason- 
sblp,  and  act  in  each  case,  pro  re  natOf  provided  the  Coetus  give  notice  of  the 
particular  features  of  the  case,  and  furnish  a  praiseworthy  testimonial  ns  to  the 
general  knowledge  of  theology  and  truth  in  the  individual  applying.  But  no  such 
privileges  will  be  granted  so  long  as  the  Coetns  does  not  reunite  Itself  In  the  ties 
of  love  and  peace. 

You  have  herein,  brethren,  a  large  communication,  in  reference  to  the  prepara- 
tory and  final  examinations.  In  which  the  opinion  of  the  Classis  is  given,  and  to 
which  she  will  adhere.  The  Classis  desire  to  be  moderate  in  the  matter  in  order 
to  promote  peace  and  love,  but  only  on  the  conditions  above  specified.  We  earn- 
estly hope  that  peace  and  union  may  be  found  among  you,  and  that  you  also,  when 
the  other  gentlemen  shall  have  subjected  themselves  to  our  decision,  will  be  con- 
tented with  the  same,  and  that  you  will  exert  youreelves  to  clear  away  every 
obstacle,  that  discord  may  disappear  and  love  may  reign. 

May  the  Lord  of  Peace  Influence  you  to  unity  of  purpose  and  bind  you  together 
In  ties  of  perfection.  We  commend  you  to  God  and  to  the  Word  of  his  grace, 
while  we  remain. 

Tours  with  affection.  Rev.  Gentlemen  and  Beloved  Brethren. 
Your  obedient  servants  and  brethren. 

In  the  name  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

John  Jacob  Kessler.  Depp.  CI.  Amst.  Depp  h.   t.  Pracses. 
John  De  Lange.  V.  D.  M..  Amst.  Depp.  CI.  h.  t.  Scrlba. 
In  our  Classical  Assembly. 
January  11.  1763. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  thk  Cokti's,  Jaxtary  11,  1763. 

Vol.  :n ,  P.voK  1 70.      Xo.  1 1>0. 

To  the  Rev.  Ministers  in  New  York  who  call  themselves  the  Coetus, 

Rev.  Gentlemen  and  Brethren:  — 

We  hSTe  received  a  little  1»ook  composed  by  John  L^ydt.  pastor  at  New  Brunswick. 
with  the  title,  ••  True  LHjerty  the  Way  to  Peace,"  or  "  Information  ",  etc.   having 
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been  examined,  as  the  title  says,  and  published  according  to  the  rules  of  ths  Omreh. 
From  this  statement  we  must  conclude  that  the  other  gentlemen,  who  claim  to  be 
the  Coetus,  have  also  examined  and  approved  it,  and  are  of  the  same  opinion  as  Its 
atithor.     Therefore  we  deem  it  necessary  to  write  you  this  letter. 

It  is  with  displeasure,  and  even  indignation,  that  we  have  read  in  said  book, 
the  reproaches  and  contumely  poured  out,  not  only  upon  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 
but  also  upon  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  as  well  as  certain  resolutions  printed 
therein.  We  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  our  indignation  that  you,  In  your 
country,  should  thus  bring  contempt  on  the  Classis,  the  Synods  and  Consistories  of 
our  country. 

But  have  we,  indeed,  deserved  such  treatment  when  we  have  so  often  assisted  your 
Church  with  advice  and  friendly  exhortations  in  their  many  difficulties?  Is  such  our 
reward  for  our  continued  interest  in  your  welfare?  for  the  difficult  and  often  painful 
labors  in  the  consideration  of  your  affairs?  Our  time  is  too  precious,  and  our 
labors  in  our  many  congregations,  together  with  the  care  of  those  in  foreign  lands, 
too  great,  for  us  to  attempt  to  answer,  minutely,  such  a  document  (as  Lejrdt's 
book.)  But  perhaps  this  is  not  necessary.  For  the  principal  Question  has  reference 
to  the  right  to  hold  the  preparatory  and  final  examinations,  including  the  acts  of 
licensing  and  ordaining,  together  with  the  change  of  the  Coetus  into  a  Classis,  or  a 
body  no  longer  subordinate  to  the  Amsterdam  Classis.  Rev.  Leydt  opposes  the 
prerogative  claimed  by  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  hold  the  Coetus  in  subordina- 
tion. He  pretends  that  the  same  prerogative  dwells  in  the  Coetus,  without  subordi- 
nation to  a  Classis.  It  will  be  sufficient,  therefore,  for  us  to  prove  the  subordina- 
tion of  the  Coetus  to  the  Classis. 

The  opinion  of  the  Classis  has  always  been,  and  is  yet  the  same,  that  the 
churches  of  New  Netherland  have  no  right  to  hold  the  preparatory  or  final  examina- 
tions, for  these  distinctly  belong  to  the  Classis  as  such.  This  opinion  is  founded  on 
the  4th  Article  etc 

[For  the  next  several  pages,  see  preceding  letter.] 

Such  subordinations  exist  also  here  in  our  country,  (Holland.)  Consis- 
tories are  subordinate  to  Classis  and  Classis  to  Synods.  Hence  the  Consistory  of* 
Amsterdam,  although  consisting  of  twenty-nine  ministers  and  so  many  elders,  has  no 
power  to  conduct  preparatory  or  final  examinations,  but  this  power  belongs  only  to 
the  Classis;  but  the  Classis  consists  not  only  of  ministers  and  elders  of  (the  city  of) 
Amsterdam,  but  also  of  those  of  other  churches,  and  all  these  together  make  the 
Classis. 

For  the  same  reasons  the  Coetus  has  not  the  power  to  conduct  preparatory  and 
final  examinations,  inasmuch  as  it  is  regarded  as  being  only  a  part  of  the  Classis 
of  Amsterdam,  being  an  Assembly  subordinate  to  that  Classis. 

We  think  we  have  said  enough  to  prove  the  prerogative  of  the  Classis.  It  is, 
therefore,  unjust  to  accuse  the  Classis  of  having  usurped  power  without  authority. 
It  is  a  slander  which  Rev.  Leydt  has  written  in  his  book  on  page  26,  namely,  that 
those  who  recognize  the  authority  of  the  Classis  make  her  the  highest  power,  deny- 
ing the  power  of  Christ  and  the  authority  of  the  Scripture,  and  oppose  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  Cliurch.*  The  Classis  has  never  attempted  to  lord  it  over  your  CHiurch, 
but  on  the  contrary,  to  serve  her  in  love.  She  has,  however,  required  a  lawful 
subordination,  founded  on  the  Church  Order.  To  this,  the  ministers  of  your  country, 
by  their  signatures,  have  subjected  themselves.  The  supremacy  of  the  Classis  was 
also  recognized  when  the  Coetus  was  established.     A  Coetus,  subordinated  to  the 

*Tbis  hardly  expresses  Leydt's  position.  He  says  on  page  26 : 
**A  second  question  is  this :  Even  though  there  were  an  express  prohibition  or  com- 
mand of  the  Classis,  does  that  necessarily  render  a  matter  lawful  or  unlawful? 
I  certainly  do  not  believe  that  any  one  will  calmly  admit  this,  as  then,  necessarily, 
a  supreme  legislative  power  over  us  would  be  attributed  to  the  Classis,  and  thus  the 
sole  government  of  Christ  would  be  denied;  the  authority  of  Scripture  would  be 


church  to  marry.  Would  it,  therefore,  be  unlawful?**  He  then  refers  to  commands 
to  worship  images,  saints,  doctrine  of  Infallibility,  etc..  and  asks  whether  ecclesias- 
tical commands  could  make  these  lawful.    See  under  date  of  Aug.  12,  1760. 
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ClawU,  was  desired,  and  was  based  on  legal  Articles.  Those  who  now  oppose  the 
power  of  the  Classls,  and  attempt  to  separate  from  It,  act  contrary  to  their  obllga- 
tions.  They  destroy  the  very  fundamentals  on  which  the  Coetus  was  based  and 
confirmed  by  the  Classls.  Considering  these  circumstances,  the  Classls  Is  unable  to 
recognise  such  a  Coetus  (as  now  exists),  but  she  requires  that  It  should  remain 
■obordlnate.  It  Is  not  in  any  way  adTtntageous  to  the  Classls.  In  considering  her 
own  comfort  It  would  be  agreeable  to  us  to  be  relieved  of  your  troublesome  affairs. 
But  it  is  only  for  the  prosperity  of  your  Church,  that  the  Classls  is  willing  to  do 
everything  possible  to  serve  and  sustain  you.  But  if  the  Classls  Is  assailed,  as 
Rev.  Leydt  has  done,  and  many  withdraw  from  subordination,  and  claim  complete 
independence,  then  all  further  opportunity  of  serving  you  is  taken  away,  and  we 
will  have  Just  reason  to  bring  our  correspondence  to  an  end. 

Brethren,  consider  what  will  be  the  result  of  your  withdrawal  from  the  Nether- 
lands Church?  Will  it  not  be  the  beginning  of  the  introduction  of  (British)  tyranny 
im  the  Church?  Will  not  disturbances  be  multiplied  by  such  an  act?  Would  you 
not  be  the  instrumentality  of  having  your  (Dutch  C!hurch)  liberties  assailed,  which 
yon  have  enjoyed  (from  the  English  conquest)  until  now?  Consider  these  things 
carefully.  Try  to  prevent  those  biid  results,  which  will  confuse  or  completely 
destroy  your  congregations,  by  uniting  together  again  in  a  Coetus  subordinate  to  the 
Classls  of  Amsterdam. 

In  order  to  promote  peace  and  unity  among  you,  the  Classls  has  been  moderate  In 
the  matter  of  examinations,  and  will  continue  to  be  so,  according  to  her  statements 
tn  a  letter  of  Jan.  13,  1761.  In  that  letter  the  Classls  expressed  her  desire  that  you 
might  be  Induced  to  clear  away  the  obstacles  to  union,  so  as  to  be  able  to  see 
finally,  an  end  to  all  disturbances. 

May  the  Lord  of  Peace  incite  you  thereto,  making  you  one  in  heart  and  purpose, 
binding  you  together  with  ties  of  perfection.  We  commend  you  to  Ood  and  the  Word 
of  His  Grace,  while  we  remain. 

Tours  with  affection.  Rev.  Sirs  and  Beloved  Brethren, 
Your  servants  and  brethren, 

In  the  name  of  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam, 

John  Jacob  Kessler,  Depp.  CI.  h.  t.  Praeses. 
Johannes  de  Lange,  Depp.  CI.  h.  t  Scrlbfi. 
In  our  Classical  Assembly, 
Jan.  11, 1768. 
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Church  of  New  York. 
Blank  Call  sent  to  Holland  for  a  Minister  to  preach  in  English. 

New  York.  January  18,  1768. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Present : — Domlne  Lambertus  de  Ronde,  President,  Domlne  J.  Rltsema. 

Pieter  Lott  Gerrit  Rappelye 

Cornelius  Bogart  Gerardus  Beekman 

Elders.  Cornelius  Clopper  Deacons.  Teunls  Tlebout 

Simon  Johnson  Pieter  Keteltas 

Theodore  Van  Wyck  Dirk  Brlnkerboof 

John  Bogart,  Jr.  Isaac  Roosevelt 

Johannes  Hardenbrock 

The  draft  of  a  letter  to  Holland,  prepared  by  the  Committee  appointed  on  the 
6th  inst.,  was  read  and  approved.  The  Committee  were  requested  to  write  out  a  neat 
eopy,  and  send  the  same  to  Holland  by  the  first  opportunity.  It  Is  In  the  words 
below. 

Signed  etc., 

L.  de  Ronde,  p.  t.  President. 
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1768 

(Original  In  English.) 

New  York,  January  10th,  1763. 

Messrs.  David  LonguevUle  and  Jas.  Brinsball  at  AmHterdam. 

Reverend  Gentlemen : — 

We,  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  being  a  committee  appointed  by  the 
Minister,  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  of  New  York, 
are  by  them  ordered  to  address  these  lines  to  you,  presenting  to  you  their  compli- 
ments and  true  regard,  together  with  their  earnest  solicitations  In  behalf  of  their 
congregation,  that  you  would  be  pleased  to  use  your  kind  endeavors  to  assist  in 
getting  a  pious  minister,  qualified  according  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Reformed 
Protestant  Dutch  Churches  in  Holland,  and  that  is  qualified  to  perform  the 
ministerial  function  in  the  English  language,  thereby  to  present  ourselves,  our  rising 
generation  and  the  latest  posterity  the  Inestimable  blessing  of  that  Constitution. 
And  in  order  to  give  you  a  clear  light  of  the  difficulties  we  struggle  with,  and  the 
absolute  necessity  there  is  to  call  a  good  English  minister,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
give  you  a  true  idea  of  the  diminution  of  our  once  flourishing  congregation,  as  a 
further  Inducement  to  use  your  utmost  endeavors,  with  the  help  of  God  and  advice 
of  good  men,  to  procure  such  a  minister  that  may  answer  our  pious  intentions. 

Know  therefore.  Gentlemen,  that  for  some  years  past,  the  inhabitants  of  our 
Province  in  general  and  the  City  of  New  York  in  particular,  consisted,  by  far  the 
greatest  part,  of  Dutch  people  who  adhered  to  the  doctrine  constituted  by  the 
National  Synod  of  Dort,  and  they  had  formerly  the  greatest  share,  if  not  the  whole, 
in  the  administration  of  government,  and  even  in  our  time  have  we  had  five  of  his 
Majesty's  Council  of  this  Province,  residing  in  the  city ;  who  frequented  the  worship 
of  God  performed  in  our  churches  and  were  members  in  communion  with  us.  But 
since  their  death  we  have  bad  none  of  our  members  raised  to  that  high  dignity. 
Our  courts  of  Judicature  were  filled  with  judges,  justices,  and  other  officers  of  Dutch 
extraction ;  the  officers  of  the  militia  are  for  the  most  part  of  our  denomination ; 
In  short  our  infiuence  in  church  and  state  carried  a  superior  sway  in  all  the  counties 
of  the  Province. 

But  being  an  English  colony,  and  all  matters  of  government,  courts  of  justice, 
and  our  trade  and  traffic  with  forel^niers  carried  on  In  the  English  language,  has. 
by  the  length  of  time,  gradually  underminded  our  mother  tongue,  in  so  much  that 
there  is  scarce  a  principal  family  in  this  city  and  even  in  our  own  church,  whose 
children  clearly  understand  the  Dutch  language  ;  by  means  whereof  we  have  daily 
the  mortification  to  see  the  offspring  of  the  wealthiest  members  of  our  congregation 
leave  our  divine  worship,  not  being  able  to  apprehend  what  is  taught,  and  join 
themselves  to  different  societies  that  are  amongst  us ;  and  in  such  numbers  that  the 
.  respective  English  congregations  at  present  In  the  city,  for  the  greatest  part,  consist 
of  persons  who  are  descendants  of  parents  who  were  formerly  communicants  of  our 
church  ;  and  they  dally  leave  us,  not.  without  regret,  on  account  of  their  not  fully 
understanding  the  Dutch  ministers,  and  of  course  are  more  edified  by  English 
preaching. 

Our  congregation,  therefore,  for  some  years  past,  has  been  a  nursery  for  all  the 
English  denominations  of  Christians  in  this  city,  and  those  chiefly  from  our  principal 
people,  whereby  most  men  now  in  power  belong  to  other  congregations,  though 
lineally  descended  from  Dutch  parents.  And,  lest  our  congi'egatlon  in  a  few  years 
may,  by  its  gradual  decline,  dwindle  Into  a  small  number,  it  being  Impossible  to  stop 
the  current  of  the  prevalency  of  the  English  language,  our  Ministers.  Elders  and 
Deacons,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Great  Consistory  or  Kcrkeraad 
of  our  church,  have  thought  It  expedient  to  call  nn  English  minister  on  the  aforesaid 
establishment,  not  only  to  prevent  n  further  diminution  of  our  stock,  but  also  to 
receive  into  our  bosom  again  all  such  who  have  left  us  on  account  of  the  language 
only,  and  are  desirous  to  join  our  coraninnfon  again  as  soon  as  we  get  a  good 
English  preacher. 

And  whereas  there  are  several  eminent  preachers  in  this  city,  belonging  to  congre- 
gations who  differ  from  us  in  worship,  it  behoves  us.  therefore,  in  a  peculiar  manner, 
to  be  provided  with  n  person  every  way  qualified  not  only  to  edify  ourselves,  but  by 
his  piety,  learning  and  eIo<iuence  to  draw  others.  And  as  our  sole  aim  and  intention 
Is  to  preserve  to  us  and  our  posterity  the  purity  of  our  doctrine,  and  to  build  up 
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oor  church  on  that  faith  deliyered  to  us  by  our  worthy  forefathers;  and  whereas, 
In  all  reformations,  ecclesiastical  or  cItII*  there  are  found  persons  who  either  from 
prlrate  views,  self  Interest  or  wrong  conception,  oppose  all  schemes  that  are 
calculated  to  promote  a  public  good,  so  have  we  bad  a  few  of  such  amongst  us,  who 
have  given  us  some  trouble  by  endeavoring  to  Influence  the  minds  of  the  people  to 
the  prejudice  of  our  cause,  Insinuating  as  If  we  Intended  to  subvert  the  whole 
Constitution  of  our  church,  and  would  wholly  extinguish  all  Dutch  preaching  aad 
Instruction;  whereas,  by  the  plan  whereon  we  go,  which  you  have  hereunder 
annexed,  you  will  plainly  discover  that  we  are  determined  always  to  maintain  Two 
Dntch  Ministers  to  preach  In  the  Dutch  churches ;  and  for  that  purpose,  the  revenues 
or  Income  of  the  landed  estates,  etc.,  of  our  Dutch  congregation  are  In  the  strongest 
manner  secured  solely  for  the  Dutch  service,  the  annual  amount  whereof  will 
forever  be  more  than  sufficient  to  support  two  Dutch  ministers  with  other  Dutch 
officers  necessary  In  the  service. 

Therefore  all  English  ministers  that  are  to  officiate  in  our  congregations  will  be 
paid  by  a  subscription  list,  and  the  list  now  on  foot  for  the  minister  we  Intend  to 
call,  amounts  to  £420.,  York  money,  annually  to  be  paid  by  the  subscribers  to  the 
Minister,  Elders  aud  Deacons,  out  of  which  they  are  to  pay  the  English  minister  to 
be  called,  the  annual  salary  of  Three  Hundred  Pounds,  New  York  currency,  beln^ 
equal  to  Two  Thousand  Holland  guilders ;  which  sum  together  with  the  perqulsttee 
of  marriages  and  burials,  we  presume,  is  sufficient  to  support  a  family  in  a  genteel 
manner,  and  yearly  to  lay  up  something  for  posterity ;  and  as  our  subscription  list 
Is  not  yet  finished,  we  expect  before  long  to  have  it  considerably  augmented  by 
several  people  who  have  been  aprainst  nn  English  minister,  but  begin  more  and  more 
to  perceive  the  utility  of  our  design ;  so  that  there  is  not  the  least  fear  or  danger  of 
onr  subscriptions  diminishing  by  death  of  the  ancient,  as  the  increasing  youth  will 
amply  supply  their  placen ;  and  we  flatter  ourselves  before  long  our  proceedint^s  will 
meet  with  general  approbation.  This  we  thought  proper  to  hint  to  you  lest  some 
disgusted  persons  here  might  by  their  writings  bias  the  minds  of  the  good  people  In 
Holland  by  a  false  representation  of  facts,  and  so  cause  you  to  meet  with  opposition. 
However  we  cannot  think  that  any  of  our  members  would  act  so  much  out  of 
character  as  to  stifle  the  growth  of  our  congregation  and  the  propagation  of  the 
Gospel  therein,  which  can  prosper  only  by  calling  an  English  minister  as  aforesaid. 

Having  given  you  a  sketch  of  the  present  situation  of  our  congregation,  and 
briefly  hinted  on  some  matters  which  have  relation  thereto,  our  Consistory  flatter 
themselves  3'ou  will  commiserate  the  declining  state  thereof,  and  that  rou  will  be 
pleased  to  aid  and  assist  us  in  looking  out  for  a  worthy  man  thit  is  capable  to 
preach  and  to  teach  and  instruct  the  rising  generation,  according  to  the  plan  here- 
under annexed  os  aforesaid.  And  as  our  New  Church  is  a  large  editico,  being  one 
bandred  English  feet  long  iind  seventy-flre  feet  wide,  it  will  require  a  man  with  a 
strong  audible  voice,  clear  and  distinct  in  his  speech.  He  must  be  a  good  orator, 
oaed  to  elegant  language,  acquainted  with  men  and  books,  to  be  orthodox  in  his 
principles,  of  an  unblemished  character,  and  affable  in  his  behavior,  whoso  piety  is 
exemplary :  in  short,  a  truly  godly  man,  whose  life  and  conversation  may  be  worthy 
of  Imitation. 

If  it  should  please  (lod  in  his  good  providence  to  favor  us  with  such  a  man,  we 
are  morally  sure  it  would  l>e  a  singular  blessing  to  our  congregation,  and  answer 
the  good  intentions  of  all  those  who  have  the  welfare  of  our  Zion  at  heiirt.  It  would 
likewise  redound  to  the  honor  of  every  worthy  gentleman  by  whose  means  it  may 
be  brought  about,  and  lay  upon  us  and  our  posterity  an  eternal  obligation. 

We  cannot,  gentlemen,  sufficiently  enumerate  to  you  the  benefits  that  would 
result  or  arise  from  such  a  godly  ministei^  to  future  generations.  For  as  we  are  the 
first  in  this  piirt  of  the  world,  .and  I  may  say  the  metropolis  and  centre  of  America, 
that  shall  lead  the  van  to  have  the  Word  of  God  explained  and  delivered  in  the 
English  languHue.  u(*cordiDg  to  that  system  of  doctrine  which  is  professed  and  taught 
by  the  Reformed,  Trotestant  Dutch  churches  in  Holland  :  so  are  we  sure,  if  we  suc- 
ceed according  to  our  wishes,  that  many  congregations  In  this  and  the  noi^hboring 
Provinces  will  follow  our  example  as  they  are  under  the  like  circumstances  in  respect 
of  the  language,  and  for  want  of  an  English  minister  must  Join  with  other  donomina- 
tions  as  their  different  fancy  inclines  them,  either  to  the  Church  of  England.  The 
independent.  Presbyterian,  Anabaptist.  Moravian,  Lutheran,  etc. 
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We  therefore  humbly  request  that  you  will  take  our  cauae  under  your  aerioua 
consideration,  and  endeavor,  if  poiaible,  to  find  out  if  there  if  a  person  to  be  had  in 
Holland,  or  elsewhere  that  may  answer  our  purpose,  that  we  may  make  a  call  upon 
him;  and  in  case  he  understood  the  Dutch  language  we  would  like  him  the  better 
and  glTe  him  the  preference,  (provided  his  English  dialect  was  pure  and  untainted, 
without  any  brogue  of  other  languages),  as  he  might  occasionally  preach  Dutch, 
and  be  in  a  capacity  to  converse  with  every  individual  of  our  congregation.  We 
should  be  extremely  glad  If  you  would  as  soon  as  you  conveniently  can,  inform  our 
consistory  if  it  is  likely  to  get  such  a  man  amongst  you,  as  we  shall  leave  no  stone 
unturned,  by  the  permission  of  God,  to  get  one  either  in  Holland,  England,  Scotland 
or  here  In  America. 

We  have  nevertheless  chose  as  the  safest  and  best  way  first  to  consult  and  apply 
to  you  and  our  friends  in  Holland,  if  you  incline  to  take  the  charge  upon  you,  which 
we  earnestly  intreat  for  this  cause  of  God.  You  will  be  pleased  to  consult  with  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Vlnolaus  Budde,  minister  at  your  place,  and  such  other  gentlemen  aa  yon 
shall  think  needful ;  and  all  costs  and  charges  of  letters  and  traveling  expenses, 
together  with  a  reasonable  reward  for  your  services  shall  be  honorably  paid;  for 
which  purpose  Mr.  Daniel  Crommelin,  merchant  at  Amsterdam,  will  1>e  desired  to 
advance  all  such  sums  as  will  be  required,  to  whose  care  he  pleased  to  give  all 
letters  concerning  this  affair,  that  he  may  send  them  by  the  first  opportunity  to 
London,  to  John  G.  Libenwood,  who  will  forward  them  by  every  packet  to  New 
York,  to  enable  us  to  have  the  earliest  intelligence. 

We  had  almost  forgot  to  inform  you,  that  in  case  it  was  practicable,  our  congre- 
gation would  incline  to  hear  the  minister  first  before  a  call  be  made  out,  to  judge 
of  his  gifts ;  and  rather  to  be  bound  to  a  man  that  does  not  answer  the  end  aimed 
at,  would  pay  his  passage  hither  and  back,  and  give  him  over  and  above  a  present 
of  one  hundred  pounds  sterling ;  such  is  the  dread  we  have  to  be  bound  to  a  minister 
that  does  not  answer  the  purposes  aforesaid,  the  consequences  of  which  might  be 
fatal  to  us. 

Before  we  conclude,  we  beg  leave  to  add  that  notwithstanding  the  reverenee  and 
submission  we  pay  the  Reverend  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  who  have  always  been  oar 
Pattern,  we  are  of  opinion  that  in  the  present  case  their  assistance  cannot  be  of 
much  service,  as  we  presume  they  are  not  sufllcient  masters  of  the  Bngliflh  langnage 
to  judge  of  the  properties  of  English  speech.  Nevertheless  we  retain  for  them  a 
high  esteem  which  you  will  occasionally  communicate  to  them,  as  we  have  reason 
to  believe  they  would  cheerfully  promote  the  glory  of  God  by  propagating  the  Qospal 
of  Christ  in  all  languages  to  the  utmost  of  their  capacity.  And  our  English  minister 
is  to  be  under  their  subordination  in  the  same  degree  with  our  Dutch  mlntaten. 
Pray,  Gentlemen,  let  the  weight  of  the  matter  apologise  for  the  length  of  this 
letter,  and  permit  us  in  behalf  of  the  consistory,  (who  are  unanimous  In  the  eanse) 
to  subscribe  ourselves.  Gentlemen, 

Your  sincere  friends  and  very  humble  servants, 

Johan.  Ritzema,  V.D.M. 
Lambertus  de  Ronde,  V.D.M. 
Cornel  Clopper  l  Derick  BrinkerhofP    )    n^^n- 

Theodore  Van  Wyck    V  Elders.  Garrit  Rapalye         J    i^eacons. 

John  Bogart,  Jr.         J 

P.  S.  We  beg  you  will  be  pleased  to  enquire  into  the  qualifications  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Archibald  Laldlie,  Minister  at  Vlissingen,  (Flushing)  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Jaa. 
Afllick  at  Middleburg.  Perhaps  one  of  them  may  answer  all  the  ends  and  purposes 
required.  But  as  they  are  entire  strangers,  we  must  leave  the  case  wholly  to  your 
Judgement. 

N.  B.  The  subscription  of  all  letters  concerning  our  affairs  must  he  as  follows, 
being  agreeable  to  our  Charter. 

To 

The  Ministers,  Elders  and  Deacons, 

of  the  Reformed 

Protestant  Dutch  Church  of 

The  City  of  New  York. 
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Thb  Clabsis  of  Amstbbdam  to  Bev.  E^etsltas,  Maboh  18, 

1763.     Vol.  31,  Page  194.     No.  126. 

To  Bey.  Abram  Keteltas. 
ReT.  81r:— 

We  reoelTed  jour  letter  of  June  7,  1762,  as  well  as  the  commnnlcatlons  of  Revi. 
Rltxema.  De  Ronde,  Van  Slnderen  and  Rnbel,  dated  Oct.  1762,  together  with  the 
letters  of  the  Rot.  Consistory  of  the  fonr  united  congregations  of  Qneeni  Conntj, 
dated  June  7,  1762.  W'o  communicated  the  contents  of  all  these  to  the  Rey. 
Classis.  After  due  consideration  given  to  them,  she  has  directed  us  to  make  the 
following  reply: 

The  Classis  is  satisfied  with  your  character,  so  far  as  it  could  be  understood 
from  your  communications,  and  Is  also  pleased  with  your  conduct,  in  reference  to 
the  call  presented  to  you  by  the  four  congregations.  The  Classis  is  also  gratified 
In  percelrlng  that  the  Consistories  and  congregations  of  these  four  places,  have  so 
cordially  united  in  calling  you.  She,  therefore,  hopes  that  you  may  be  of  great 
usefulness  there,  and  that  it  may  soon  be  possible  to  effect  your  installation.  But 
notwithstanding  all  this,  there  remains  an  obstacle  thereto  in  your  view  of  certain 
Important  truths:  such  as  the  mystery  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  and  especially  the  Son- 
ship  of  the  Second  Person.  On  account  of  theee  obstacles  we  cannot  at  present 
give  our  consent  to  your  Installation.  We  are  bound  to  the  doctrine  of  our  church 
as  set  forth  in  our  Formulas  of  Unity,  viz..  the  Heidelberg  Catechism,  .the  Thirty- 
seren  Articles  of  the  Confession  of  Faith  and  the  Canons  of  the  Synod  of  Dort, 
1618-19.  These  we  subscribed  when  we  began  our  ministry.  We  believe  them 
and  have  promised  to  teach  them,  for  they  correspond  to  the  Word  of  God,  which 
la  holy  and  infallible.  Therefore  no  one  can  be  accepted  as  a  minister  of  our 
Church,  without  signing,  with  all  sincerity,  these  formulas,  and  promising  to  teach 
the  doctrine  which  is  included  in  them.  But  the  opinions  which  you  have  con- 
fessed to  us  does  not  correspond  fully  with  the  doctrines  of  our  Church.  At  any 
rate  we  observe  in  them  obscure  phraseology  respecting  important  truths,  which 
forbid  our  receiving  you  Into  our  fellowship. 

We  have  resolved,  therefore,  in  order  to  avoid  future  diflBcultles  to  lay  these 
doctrines,  as  Included  in  our  formulas  before  you,  requesting  you  to  subscribe  them 
with  a  good  conscience,  and  to  promise  to  teach  them  faithfully,  as  we  do  here. 
The  doctrine  of  our  Church  concerning  those  truths  is  clearly  stated  in  the  Heidel- 
berg Catechism  and  In  our  Confession  of  Faith.  The  doctrine  of  the  Trinity  Is 
found  under  Question  25  of  the  Catechism,  and  in  Articles  8  and  0  of  the  Con- 
fession of  Faith.  The  doctrine  concerning  the  divine  generation  of  the  Second 
Person,  and  the  reasons  why  he  is  called  the  Only  Begotten  Son  of  God.  are  found 
In  the  83rd  Question  of  the  Catechism,  and  in  the  10th  Article  of  our  Confession. 

Now  If  you  compare  your  opinion  with  the  doctrine  of  our  Church,  you  will 
observe  that  It  does  not  altogether  correspond  therewith,  especially  In  reference 
to  the  generation  of  the  Son.  Your  expressions  also  In  reference  to  the  Holy 
Trinity  disagree  with  the  true  doctrine.  These  facts  may,  perhaps,  be  ascribed  to 
your  unfamlllarlty  with  our  language.  But  however  this  may  be,  we  reverently 
request  you  to  consider  the  teachings  of  our  Church  as  expressed  in  the  above- 
mentioned  Standards,  and  compare  them  with  God's  infallible  word.  We  believe 
that  our  doctrine  rests  on  the  foundation  of  Holy  Scripture.  If  you  are  convinced 
of  this  after  careful  consideration,  then  you  may  subscribe  our  Formulas  of  Unity 
with  sincerity  of  heart.  But  if  there  remain  some  obscurity  or  difficulty  on  your 
part,  please  make  It  known  to  the  other  ministers.  In  order  that  your  doubts  may 
t>e  cleared  away.  Whether  the  one  or  the  mode  succeed,  It  will  equally  please  us, 
and  we  will  then  gladly  give  our  consent  to  your  installation.  Wo  hope  for  a 
satisfactory  answer  as  soon  as  possible,  while  we  desire  that  the  Holy  Spirit  may 
enlighten  your  mind.     We  remain  yours  with  affection  and  esteem. 

Rev.  Sir. 

Your  obedient  servants. 

In  the  Name  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

John  Jacob  Kessler,  Depp.  CI.  h.  t.  Praeses. 
Joh.  de  Lange,  Depp.  Ci.  b.  t.  Scriba. 
Aawferdam, 

March  18,  1768. 
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The  Ci^ssis  of  Amsterdam  to  Revs.  Ritzema,  De  Roxde,  Van 

SlNDEREIX  AND  RlBEL,   ilARCH   18,    ITOo.       VoL.   ol ,  PaUE  196. 

Xo.  127. 

To  tbe  Uev.  Ministers  In  New  York,  Kltsema.  De  Hondo,  Van  Slnderln  and  RnbeL 

Kev.  Sirs  and  Much-beloved  Brethren:— 

Your  letter  of  October  17C2,  with  the  communications  of  Abram  Keteltas  and 
of  the  Consistory  of  the  four  united  congregations  of  Queens  C^mnty,  both  dated 
June  7,  1762,  we  have  received,  and  have  communicated  their  contMits  to  the 
Classis.     By  them  we  are  directed  to  reply  as  follows: 

The  Classis  Is  pleased  with  the  character  of  Mr.  Ketteltas,  so  far  as  It  could  be 
understood  from  the  communications,  and  Is  also  satisfied  with  his  conduct  in 
reference  to  the  call  presented  to  him  by  the  four  united  congregations.  Tbe 
Classis  Is  also  gratified  that  tbe  Consistory  and  congregations  of  those  places  have 
so  cordially  united  In  calling  him.  and  therefore  hopes  that  he  may  be  very  useful 
there.  Our  Assembly,  therefore,  would  be  very  much  gratified  to  see  him  Installed, 
but  that  there  exist  some  dltficultles,  namely,  wrong  opinions  on  certain  trutha. 
which  are  among  the  most  Important  In  tbe  Gospel:  suoh  as  tbe  mystery  of  tbe 
Holy  Trinity,  and  the  Divine  Sonshlp  of  the  Second  Person,  on  account  of  which 
tbe  Classis  Is  unable  to  give  her  consent  to  his  Installation. 

You  are  aware  that  we  are  restricted  by  the  doctrines  of  our  Church  which  are 
Included  in  the  Formulas  of  Unity,  namely,  the  Heidelberg  Catechism,  the  Thirty- 
seven  Articles  of  our  Confession  of  Faith  and  tbe  Canons  of  the  Synod  of  Dort. 
These  we  subscribed  at  the  beginning  of  our  mini8tr>'  and  promised  to  teach  them. 
AS  corresponding  to  the  infallible  Word  of  God.  Such  is  the  fundamental  law  of 
our  State,  to  which  all  are  subjected.  These  (Standards)  are  accepted  by  all  tbe 
different  Synods,  and  are  subscribed  to  by  all  ministers  (of  the  Church  of  Holland.) 
Therefore  those  who  violate  the  rules,  either  publicly  or  secretly,  act  against  the 
truth  and  break  most  Important  engagements  into  which  they  have  entered,  which 
is  no  small  crime.  Considering  these  facts,  we  cannot  admit  anyone  to  the  min- 
istry who  is  previously  known  as  unsound  in  doctrine.  Since  then,  aa  you  your- 
selves know,  this  gentleman  holds  erroneous  views  on  the  generation  of  tbe  Son. 
the  Classis  cannot  consent  to  his  Installation. 

We  resolved,  therefore.  In  order  to  avoid  future  difficulties,  to  place  the  doctrines 
on  these  topics,  as  found  in  the  Heidelberg  Catechism,  Questions  25  and  83.  In  the 
Confession  of  Faith.  Articles  8  and  0,  before  him,  requesting  him  to  sign  them  with 
a  good  conscience.  We  have  admonished  him.  In  all  brotherly  afTection,  to  ponder 
diligently  the  doctrines  of  our  Church  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord;  to  compare  them 
with  the  infallible  Word  of  God,  in  order  to  become  persuaded,  with  us,  that  they 
are  derived  from  Scripture,  and  based  thereupon;  and  when  this  result  is  reached, 
he  should  then  subscribe  these  truths.  But  If  there  still  remained  some  difficulty, 
we  advise  him  to  consult  with  you,  for  the  removal,  if  possible,  of  such  obscurities. 

Therefore  we  earnestly  request  you.  gentlemen,  to  discuss  these  points  with  him, 
to  make  our  doctrine  clearer,  where  It  seems  necessary,  to  confirm  It  with  Scrip- 
ture, and  remove  the  difficulties  in  his  mind  against  it.  If  successful,  this  will  be 
a  matter  of  great  Joy  to  us.  It  will  afford  us  the  opportunity  to  give  our  consent 
to  his  installation  in  the  service  of  those  congregations.  We  earnestly  wish  yoo 
success,  and  ask  God's  blessings  on  your  attempts. 

We  send  also  an  elatK>rate  answer*  to  your  preceding  letter.  This  we  hope  will 
please  you,  and  be  of  advantage  in  causing  divisions  to  cease.  We  request  also 
that  certain  of  the  enclosed  document.<rf-  be  sent  to  those  gentlemen  who  call  them- 
selves the  Coetus.  They  have  reference  to  the  principles  in  which  you  and  that 
Assembly  disagree,  and  correspond  to  what**  we  have  written  to  you  on  tbe  name 
matter,   with  the  exception  that  in  our  communication   to  them   (the  Coetus)   we 


*Xo.  926.  tXo.  927.  ••Xo.  026. 
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express  our  displeasuro  at  the  reproach   with  which  Rer.   Leydt  has  assailed  the 
<Tia«8i8  and  also  the  8juod  of  North  Holland. 

With  this  we  remain,  after  our  good  wishes  in  your  behalf. 
Rev.  Sirs  and  Much-beloved  Brethren, 
Your  servants  and  brethren, 

In  the  Name  of  the  (MhssIs  of  Amsterdam. 

John  Jacob  Kesslor.  Depp.  CI.  h.  t.  Praeses. 
John  de   Lange,   Depp.   CI.   h.   t.   Scriba. 
Amsterdam, 

March  18,   1763. 

TifB  Cl.vssis  of  Amstbrda3i  to  the  Congregations  of  Quebns 
CouxTY,  [M.UICH  18,  1763,]  Vol.  31,  P.  198,  Xo.  128. 

To  the  Consistory  of  the  United  Congregations  of  Queens  County,  (New  York). 
Kev.  s$irs  and  Brethren:— 

We  received  your  letter  concerning  the  call  of  Rev.  Keteltas.  We  have  more 
Urgely  answered  it  In  our  coniniunlcatlon  to  Revs.  Rltzema,  De  Ronde,  Van  Sln- 
derin  and  Rubel;  also  in  a  letter  to  Rev.  Kettletas  himself,  who  will  undoubtedly 
Inform  you  thereof.  We  have  therein  given  expression  to  our  opinion  with  care 
and  honesty,  and  we  trust  that  the  business  may  be  brought  to  an  end  to  the 
pleasure  and  advantage  of  all.  This  will  be  a  matter  of  great  joy  to  us,  as  we 
have  in  view  of  your  congregation,  as  well  as  of  all  the  otliers  in  correspondence 
w'lth  us.  Conscious  of  our  good  Intentions  in  your  behalf,  and  after  praying  for 
jour  prosperity  and  blessing,  personally,  and  in  your  congregations,  we  remain, 
with  ftffection. 

Rev.   Sirs  and   Brethren, 

In  the  Name  of  the  Glassis  of  Amsterdam. 

John  Jacob  Kessler,  Depp.  CI.  h.  t.  Praeses. 

Job.  de  Lange,  Depp.  CI.  h.  t.  Scriba. 
TNo  date,  but  obviously  of  date  above  inserted.] 


Plan  for  the  Induction  of  an  Enoi.isii-Speaking  Ministeb 
IN  the  Reformed  Dutch  (^'hurcii  of  New  York  City.  (No 
Date,  but  About  17G3).     Vol.  33,  Page  54.     No.  327. 


I>oor  de  Engelsche  Perdlkan- 
ten  LongueviUe  en  Bllnshal  is 
ons  ter  band  gestelt  dit  vol- 
fcende : 

Outwerp,  hoe  en  op  welke 
wyse  (behoudeus  de  Regten  en 
Prlvlleglen  de  Nederduytsche 
Oereformeede  Gemeente  van 
Nleuw  York,  door  Charter  en  Act 
van  A.sscmbly  vergunt)  Ren  Pre- 
clikaut  znude  Konnen  werden  in- 
cevoert,  om  in  de  Engelsche  Taal 
In  de  Nieuwc  Kerk  to  predlken. 

I'oorf  Eersi:     Dat  alzulke 
rredikant  zyne  zending  moet  hob- 
ben  op  gelyke  wyse,  als  de  Neder- 


The  English  ministers  [at  Am- 
steroam,  Revs.   (David)  LongueviUe 
and  (James)  Bllnshall,  D.D]* 
have  put  into  our  hands  the  fol- 
lowing Plan  : 

Plan,  as  to  how,  and  in  what 
way,  (while  securing  the  Rights 
and  Privileges  of  the  Dutch  Reform- 
ed Church  of  (the  city  of  New  York, 
granted  by  Charter  and  Act  of  As- 
sembly), a  minister  may  be  induct- 
ed therein,  to  preach  in  the  Eng- 
lish language,  in  their  Now  Church 
building. 

Firf^t:     That  such  minister 
must  be  commissioned  after  the 
same  manner  ns  the  other  Dutch 


•Rev.  David  I^nguevllle  was  Scotch  minister  at  Amsterdam,  1740-177'>.  when  he 
died.  Rev.  James  Bllnshall,  D.  D„  ministered  in  the  same  Scottish  Church.  17.'>8-1764. 
For  further  particulars  of  this  church  and  Its  pastors,  see  Rev.  W.  Stevens'  lllst. 
Hcotttsh  Church  at  Rotterdam,  1832.  This  volume  contains  also  sketches  of  all  the 
BncIIsh  speaking  churches,  about  30  In  number,  in  Holland. 
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dnytsche  Predikauten,  conform 
de  constitutie,  instltutle  en 
ordonnatlen  van  de  kerken  van 
Holland,  bepaalt  en  yaatgeitelt 
in  bet  Synode  Nationaal  gehon- 
den  to  Dordrecht  In  den  Jare 
1618  en  1610,  en  geyolgeljk  on- 
dertekenen  de  Formulieren  ran 
Bnigheld. 

Ten  Tweede:    Dat  hj  een 
Predikant,  sal  syn  in  gemeen- 
Bchap  Tan  oqm  gemeente,  en 
neffena  de  Nederdnytsche  Predi- 
kanten  sal  leeren,  en  Sacramen- 
ten  bedlenen,  en  by  aldien  de 
Bngelacbe  dieTit  sonde  Tereis- 
cben  een  groter  getal  ran  kerk- 
sraads  Personen,  als  en  tegen- 
woordig  syn,  dat  en  dan  drie 
Onderllngen  en  yier  Dlaconen  nyt 
de  Nederduytscbe  Leeden  meere 
▼erkoren  worden,  so  dat  de 
sanlke,  die  namaals  so  mogen  Ter- 
koren  worden,  met  de  tegenwoor- 
digen  kerkenraad  sullen  nytma- 
ken  Ben  kerkenraad  en  Qemeente 
in  naam  en  daad,  Welyerstaande 
dat  by  de  Toorscbreeve  Bngel- 
acbe Predlkaut  sal  morten  ayn 
BBN  LID,  in  voile  gemeenscbap 
Tan  onse  kerk,  Tolgens  ouse 
kerk  constitntie,  op  gelyk 
wyse  al8  de  tegenwoordige  Neder- 
dnltacbe  Predikauten ; 

Dog  sal  in't 
minste  niet  mogen  genieten  yan, 
of  te  seggen  bebben  op  de  kerke- 
lyke  Qoederen,  gegeyen  en  beye- 
stig  tot  onderboud  yan  de  Neder- 
duytscbe Predikauten  maar  dat  by 
syn  betallng  of  salaris  alleen 
sal  moeten  ontfangen  uyt  de  Vol- 
ontaire  donation  of  te  bandty 
kenlnge,  die  daar  toe  sullen 
gegeyen  of  te  gemaakt  worden, 
en  yoor  welke  betallng  bet  ge- 
seide  Extra  Ordinaire  getal  yan 
kerkenraads  Personen  sal  moeten 
Borgen. 

Ten  Derden:    Dat  alboewel 
de  kerkelyke  goederen  gegenen 
tot  onderboud  de  Nederduytscbe 
Predikauten  genoegzaam  tot  dat 
einde  nersekert  syn  door  de  Re- 
spectiye  Testamenten  yan  de 
Testateurs,  de  Cbarter  en  Act 
yan  Assembly,  dat  egten  een 
yder  die  in  den  kerkendienst 
bier  namaals  mag  nerkoren  wor- 
den,  genootraakt  sal  syn,  als 
Hy  bet  boek  oudertekent  yoor 
bet  tractament  yan  de  Duytsche 
Predikauten,  telfens  sig  ook  te 
yerbinden,  als  yolgt  te  weten : 


ministers,  agreeably  to  tbe  Con- 
stitution, InBtitution  and  ordi- 
nances of  tbe  cburcbes  of  Holland, 
as  appointed  and  settled  by  tbe 
National  Synod  beld  at  Dordrecbt 
in  tbe  years  1618  and  1610 ;  and 
consequently  he  must  subscribe  to 
tbe  Formulas  of  Unity. 

Secondly:    That  he  must  be  a 
minister  in  connection  with  our 
(Netherlands)  Church,  and  teach 
and  administer  the  sacraments  lust 
as  tbe  Dutch  ministers  do ;  and,  in 
case  tbe  English  seryice  should 
require  a  larger  number  of  Consis- 
tory members  than  there  are  at 
present,  that  then  three  elders 
and  four  deacons  additional  be 
chosen  from  the  Dutch  Church  mem* 
bers,  so  that  such  as  may  hereaf- 
ter be  chosen  shall,  with  the 
present  Consistory,  constitute  in 
name  and  fact,  one  Consistory  and 
Church.    It  is  well  understood 
that  he,  the  said  English-speaking 
minister,  must  be  a  member  in  full 
communion  of  our  (Netherlands) 
Church,  agreeably  to  our  Church 
Constitution,  in  the  same  way  as 
all  tbe  present  Dutch  ministers. 


He  shall,  howeyer,  not  at  all  par- 
ticipate in,  or  haye  any  power  oy- 
er tbe  Church  properties,  giyen 
and  secured  for  tbe  support  of  the 
Dutch  ministers ;  but  he  will  haye 
to  get  his  pay  or  salary  solely 
out  of  the  voluntary  contributions 
or  subscriptions  to  be  glyen  or 
made  for  that  specific  object;  for 
the  payment  of  which  the  said  ex- 
tra number  of  members  of  consis- 
tory will  haye  to  provide. 


Thirdly:    That,  although  the 
Church  properties,  donated  for  tbe 
support  of  the  Dutch  ministers, 
are  sufficiently  secured  for  that 
object  by  the  respective  wills  of 
tbe  testators,  tbe  Cbarter,  and 
tbe  Act  of  tbe  Assembly :  yet  every 
one  who  may  hereafter  be  chosen  to 
tbe  service  of  that  church  shall, 
when  he  signs  the  book  for  the 
salary  of  the  Dutch  ministers, 
likewise  bind  himself  as  follows : 
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(1)  Dat  by  geen  Tan  de 
kerkelyke  goederen  gegeTen  ten 
behoeTen  aU  Toors :  sal  gebmy- 
ken  direckt  of  indirect  ten  be- 
bo€Ten  Tan  de  geselden  Bngelscbe 
Predlkant. 

(2)  Ten  2der.     Dat  by 
Booyt  sal  toestaan  dat  er  meer 
ala  een  Predlkaut  in't  Bngelsch 
sal  prediken  in  oase  tegenwoor- 
dige  Duytscbe  kerk. 

(3)  Ten  Sder.     Dat  er  al- 
toot  in  bet  toekomende  twee  Ne- 
derdoyescbe  Predikaaten  zallen 
weren  om  Id  de  tegenwoordlge 
kerken  te  prediken. 

Ten  Vierden:    Dat  de  dieost 
In  bet  Engelscb  alien  sal  be- 
paalt  syn  In  de  Nieaw  Kerk,  en 
dmt  op  zulke  tyden  wyse  als 
meeat  tot  genoegen  kan  strekken 
Tan  de  sulken  die  aldaar  sit- 
plaatse  bebbe,  en  tegens  een 
dlenat  in  bet  Engelscb  sal  syn, 
bet  sy  eens  op  de  gewoone  tyd 
dct  morgens  of  te  eens  in  de 
namiddag.  en  eens  In  den  aTond, 
dog  so  dat  by  tweemaal  dea  Zon- 
dags  predlkt  (waar  van  eens  ot- 
er  den  Catecblsmus)  als  ook  eens 
In  de  week  by  ProTlsle. 

Ten  Vifden:    Dat  by  sal  ver- 
pUgbt  syn  de  Jonge  Jeagt,  en  de 
snlke,  die  daar  toe  mogen  Inst- 
hebben  te  Catscblseeren  en  on- 
derwysen  In  de  Ooddelyke  waar- 
hedan  in  bet  Engelscb. 

Ten  Sesden:    Dat  de  Aalmoe- 
•en  die  gecollecteert  sullen  wor- 
den  so  in  de  Dnytscben  als  En- 
gelscben  dienst,  sullen  In  een 
kaa  gebragt,  en  yan  gedespoTeert 
worden  Toor  kerk.  kerkendleust 
en  Armen  van  beide  als  nn  ge- 
bmykelyk  is. 

Ten  Bevenden:    Dat  de  Kerke- 
meeaters  sullen  contlnueeren  in 
de  atatie,  waarin  sy  tegenwoor- 
dlg  syn. 

Ten  Ageten:    Dat  by  aldleu 
bet  goet  gcTouden  word,  om  al- 
snlk  een  Engelscb  Predikout  als 
TOors,  is  te  beroepen,  dat  dan 
Immedlaatlyk  een  galdery  gemaakt 
word  in  de  Nleuw  Kerk,  waardoor 
de  nu  groote  klank  nlet  alleen 
sal  worden  weggenomon.  maar  ook 
reel  meer  ruymte  gemaakt  roor  de 
snlke  die  nu  geen  plaats  bebben 
noc  knnnen  bekomen,  en  genegen 
syn  so  tot  den  Duytscben  als 
Bngelscben  dleust. 


(1)  Tbat  be  will,  neltber  direct- 
ly nor  indirectly  use  aught  of  tbe 
cburcb  properties,  donated,  as  a- 
foresaid,  for  the  benefit  of  tbe 
said  English  ministers. 

(2)  That  he  will  never  con- 
sent that  more  than  one  minister 
shall  preach  in  tbe  English  lan- 
guage, in  our  present  Dutch  Cburcb. 

(3)  That  in  future  there 
shall  always  be  two  Dutch  minis- 
ters to  preach  in  the  churchea  aa 
they  now  are. 

Fourthly:    That  the  service 
in  tbe  English  language  shall  be 
confined  to  tbe  New  Church  alone, 
and  that  at  such  a  time  and  after 
such  a  manner  as  shall  be  most 
satisfactory  to  such  as  bold  pews 
there,  and  are  opposed  to  a  ser- 
vice in  English  : — whether  once,  at 
the  regular  time  in  tbe  forenoon, 
or  once  In  the  afternoon,  and  once 
in  the  evening;  but  in  such  a  way 
as  to  have  a  preaching  twice  each 
Sunday,  once  being  on  the  cate- 
chism ;  as  also,  provisionally,  once 
during  the  week. 

Fifthly:    That  It  shall  be 
his  duty  to  catechise  and  instruct 
In  the  EngliBh  language,  in  Divine 
Truth,  the  youth  and  such  others 
as  may  wish  to  avail  themselves 
thereof. 

Sixthly:    That  the  alms  which 
shall  be  collected,  both  at  tbe 
Dutch  and  at  the  English  service, 
shall  be  brought  Into  one  treaanry 
and  be  disposed  of  as  Is  now  custo- 
mary, for  the  church,  for  tbe 
church  service  and  for  tbe  Poor, 
of  both  (the  English  and  the 
Dutch.) 

Beventhly:     That  the  status 
of  the  Church  Masters  shall  con- 
tinue to  be  the  same  as  It  Is  at 
present. 

Eightly:     That,  In  case  It 
Is  agreed  to  call  such  an  English 
minister  as  aforesaid,  a  gallery 
shall  at  once  be  built  In  the  New 
Church,  not  only  to  remove  the 
great  resonance  there  Is  now,  but 
also  to  have  much  more  room  for 
the  accommodation  of  such  as  have 
ns  yet  not  been  able  to  secure 
seats,  and  are  disposed  to  attend 
both  tbe  Dutch  and  English  ser- 
vices. 
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Acts  of  the  Deputies  of  Classis  of  Amsterdam.     1763. 

Extract  from  a  letter  of  Kev.  John  Ritzenia  to  Rev.  [Winoldus] 
Budde,  dated  November  21,  1762.  Vol.  33,  page  66. 
No.  335. 

Letter  from  New  York,  written  Nov.  21,  170:1  by  Uev.  John  Hitzonia,  to  Rev. 
Budde.     In  this  he 

1.  Reports  that  he  has  received  from  Rev.  Alsentz  the  apreeable  information, 
that  the  communications,  together  with  the  printed  booltlets  of  Rev.  Leydt  (True 
Liberty  the  Way  to  Peace)  and  of  the  Conferentie  Assembly,  (A  Short  Refutation 
of  Leydt's  Book)  had  been  received  by  us;  and  that  Rev.  Leydt  had  published 
another  iKWklet  (A  Defence  of  "True  Liberty  the  Way  to  Peace)  In  r»»ply  to  theirs, 
a  copy  of  which  he  sends  the  Classis.  On  this  they  think  they  can  afford  to  keep 
silent. 

2.  He  complains  of  the  confusions  and  divisions  which  prevail,  and  of  the 
altogether  different  conception  of  Church  Covernment  which  obtains  among  the 
brethren  of  the  Coetus,  so  that  It  is  impossible  to  unite  with  them  in  one  Coetus; 
to  which  body  the  Consistory  of  New  York  also  does  not  wish  to  send  their  min- 
isters; neither  do  those  of  Albany  and  other  churches  besides. 

3.  He  mentions  that  the  Church  at  Tappan  remains  in  the  samo  state  of  con- 
fusion as  he  described  in  his  letter  of  Feb.  25,  1762;  (to  be  found  above.  No.  .'^22); 
inasmuch  as.  having  the  consistory  on  his  side,  the  domine  (Verbryck)  still  hoIdf» 
on  to  his  Project,  of  a  Charter  (Privllegie)  for  the  establishment  of  a  Dutch 
Academy;  and  the  thirty-eight  heads  of  families  are  still  under  censure;  altholigh. 
aa  he  had  been  told,  they  had  made  every  reasonable  proposition  for  union:  but 
the  domine  (Verbryck)  is  willing  to  leave  the  dispute  to  no  one  except  his  own 
Coetus,  or  two  lawyers,  and  these  then  must  also  be  from  Philadelphia. 

4.  He  requests  him  (Budde)  to  deliver  to  the  (Synodlcal)  Assembly,  two  letterm, 
written  by  him  to  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  in  his  own  defense  against  an  accu- 
sation brought  against  him  by  Rev.  Leydt.  This  accusation  was  first  made  orally, 
and  now  in  writing,  in  his  second  booklet,  page  80.  (Concerning  this,  see  Acts  of 
the  Deputies,  and  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  of  the  year  17(J4.  He  sorely 
complains.  In  that  connection,  about  Rev.  Leydt's  Ingratitude  towards  him;  for  he 
had  shown  him  many  favors,  and  deserved  nothing  less  than  similar  treatment. 

5.  He  adds  to  this,  complaints  about  the  conduct  of  several  other  ministers, 
who  belong  to  the  brethren  of  the  Coetus;  by  name  Jackson,  Marinun,  Schuneman 
and  the  aged  Brickson.     He  closes  with  congratulations. 

Here  follows  also  the  following  Item: 

N.  B.  If  there  is  a  person  at  the  Academy  (of  Utrecht)  or  among  the  ministers, 
not  too  far  along  in  years,  who  Is  capable  of  being  a  Professor  of  Theology  and  of 
preaching  once  on  Sundays  in  the  English  language— a  matter  in  behalf  of  which 
I  am  making  a  strong  move  in  our  midst.  In  the  hope  of  getting  it  through  on  an 
honorable  salary — your  Revs,  would  greatly  oblige  me  by  Infornjing  me  oT  it  as 
quickly  as  possible,  etc. 

Extract  from  a  letter  of  Rev.  John  Levdt  to  tlio  C'la.<<is  of  AmF»tor- 
daiok  dated  March  23,  1763.     Vol.  33,  ])a<re  67.     Xo.  337. 

Letter  from  New  Brunswick,  written  March  23,  17(53.  bv  Rev.  John  Leydt.  In 
this 

(1)  He  declares  that.  If  he  consulted  his  own  ease  of  body  and  mind,  he  would 
surely  let  the  disputes  go,  and  withdraw  himself  from  the  troubles,  cares  and 
difficulties  which  attend  the  direction  of  public  affah-s;  but  he  finds  himself,  from 
a  sense  of  duty,  bound  to  a  contrary  course. 

(2)  He  places  In  our  hands  a  copy  of  each  of  the  three  pamphlets  which  have 
l)een  published,  concerning  their  differences  In  that  country.  Wherefore,  (saya  he), 
he  does  not  need  to  go  into  an  extensive  explanation  of  them,  but  simply  make« 
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the  observation  that  the  matters  can  be  summed  up  under  these  heads:  d)  The 
riffhtf  of  Killing  Elders.  (2)  The  right  of  the  majority  vote.  (3)  The  right  of  their 
Ooetos  to  examine  and  ordain,  (promote),  as  part  of  the  duty  and  right  pertaining 
to  Church  Govemment,  (Icerk-bestler.)  (4)  The  right  or  the  nou -right  of  the 
Clanis  to  Issue  their  special  orders  thereon.  (5)  The  character  and  nature  of 
tobordioation,  etc. 

(3)  He  is  of  opinion  that  these  points,  especially  the  three  last  named,  should 
be  settled  in  short  order;  and.  particularly,  that  the  Coetus  ought  not  to  be  subor- 
dlDtted  to  the  Classis.  but  that  it  would  be  far  more  suitable  for  the  Coetus  to 
belong  to  a  Synod:  in  that  relation,  it  could  advise  and  correspond  with  the  Classis, 
like  assemblies  on  at  least  an  equal  footing.  For  that  reason  also,  it  ought  and 
might  then  do  a  similar  worlc  with  equal  rights. 

(4)  His  idea  is  that  these  things,  being  truths,  should  bo  thus  expounded.  Then 
there  wonld  be  a  possibility  of  adding  lustre  to  the  Church,  and  of  keeping  it  pure 
in  doctrine  and  discipline.     This  is  his  wish  and  prayer. 

Rev.  Samuel  Seabury  to  the  Society  for  PRorACATiNo  Tnii: 

Gospel. 

Jamaica.  March  26,  1763. 
ReTerend  Sir: 

• 

After  my  humble  Duty  presented  to  the  Honorable  Society  I  must  beg  leave  to 
lay  before  them  an  affair  which  has  given  them  a  good  deal  of  concern  &  trouble 
A  still  continues  to  perplex  the  state  of  the  mission. 

Abont  eight  weeks  ago  Mr.  Tredwell  the  Society's  missy,  at  Trenton,  New 
^eaej,  came  Into  this  Parish  &  passed  through  Jamaica,  (within  three  quarters 
of  t  mile  of  my  house)  to  Flushing  on  a  Saturday,  without  letting  me  know  that 
te  was  in  the  parish,  nor  did  I  know  till  two  days  after  that  he  was  even  In  the 
Cokmy.  The  next  day  the  Church  at  Flushing  was  (as  'tis  said)  violently  opened 
^  occupied  by  Mr.  Treadwell.  the  key  being  In  my  possession. 

Mr.  Treadwell  I  am  also  told  continued  there  some  time  preached  the  next  Sun- 

^7  after,  went  to  New  York  preached  on  a  week  day,  came  to  Jamaica  &,  bap- 

^^  a  child  within  a  little  more  than  a  mile  from  my  house,  the  child  being  well 

^  teveral  weeks  old.  &  1  had  not  been  out  of  the  Town  for  more  than  a  day  for 

six  moDths;  all  this  was  transacted  without  giving  me  the  least  notice;  either  by 

visttliig  me.  or  by  message,  or  by  letter;  nor  have  I  yet  either  seen  him  or  heard 

fioni  mm,  I  am  utterly  unable  to  guess  at  the  motive  of  Mr.  Treadwell's  conduct. 

^tu  he  acted  under  the  influence  &  direction  of  Mr.  John  Asplnwall  of  Flushing. 

a  Dum  of  low  Birth  &  strong  passion  &  violent  In  his  resentments,  who  having 

*owired  a  great  fortune  by  privateering,  removed  thither  from  New  York  &  who 

^  really  done  very  considerably  towards  finishing  the  Church  &  gave  It  a  good 

^.    Bnt  who  is  disgusted  with  me  for  declining  to  give  Newtown  &  Flushing 

^  Hr.  Treadwell,  tho  I  readily  consented  &  am  willing  to  receive  Mr.  Treadwell 

or  any  other  person  that  shall  be  agreeable  to  the  Society  Into  the  parish  In  an 

'liable  manner;  but  the  Expenses  of  a  growing  family  will  not  permit  me  to 

'^qnlsh  any  part  of  the  Salary.     Nor  do  I  conceive  that  I  have  any  right  to  give 

op  any  part  of  the  Parish  to  the  entire  management  of  another  person,  unless  it 

■^nld  be  divided  by  the  same  public  authority  which  first  established  it.     Had 

Mf-  Treadwell  made  me  acquainted  with  his  being  in  the  Parish  I  should  readily 

*  Jiadly  have  Invited  him  to  preach  at  all  the  three  churches.  &  am  very  sorry  he 

did  not  give  me  the  opportunity,  as  it  would  have  prevented  all  disputes  &  a  great 

deal  of  Talk  &  noise  and  ill  Blood.     I  am   told   that   I  can  have   my   remedy  at 

^'WMoon  Law  and  have  been  much  urged  by  my  Warmer  Friends  to  make  use  of 

it,  bnt  1  would  on  no  account  have  an  affair  of  this  kind  litigated  but  choose  to 

•nbait  it  entirely  to  the  Venerable  Society,  knowing  that  while  I  discharged   my 

"^^y  to  them,  they  will  protect  me  in  the  quiet  &  peaceable  enjoyment  of  my  mls- 

■*®D.  Which  I  am  sorry  to  acquaint  them  Is  a  good  deal  disturbed  &  unsettled  by 

^^  behaviour  of  Mr.  Treadwell's. 

**^«  state  of  the  Parish  is  in  other  respects  much  the  same.     A  most  unaccount- 
able backwardness  to  receive  the  Holy  Communion  prevails,  &  I  almost  despair  of 
'•ttlng  the  better  of  it.  seeing  I  have  laboured  much  both   publicly  &  privately 
jj^ng  them  to  a  sense  of  their  duty  In  this  respect  but  with  UtWe  «>icce«*.— Y>W! . 
^^^'  X.  Y.  vol.  III.  p.  108. 
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Archbishop  Seoker  to  the  Reverend  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson. 

Lambeth,  March  80,  1763. 

Good  Dr.  Johnson : 

\ i 

Ab  Mr.  Beach  bath  undertaken  to  answer  the  late  Tirulent  Pamphlet,  I  hope  he 
will  do  It  In  such  a  manner,  as  to  win  oyer  the  more  moderate  of  the  DIaaentera 
from  some  of  their  prejudices  against  us,  and  shame  even  the  more  yehement  by  a 
good  Example  into  some  Degree  of  Mildness  and  Fairness.  My  meaning  waa  not  to 
intimate,  that  I  knew  the  name  of  the  writer,  but  only  to  signify  a  doubt,  whether 
it  might  not  be  Dr.  Mayhew,  which  I  found  some  persons  had  suspected.  I  knew  not 
whether  Mr.  Beach,  who  in  a  letter  some  time  ago  mentioned  himself  as  declining, 
would  be  willing  to  undertake  such  a  work :  and  therefore  had  intended  to  propose  it 
to  Mr.  Apthorpe,  of  whose  abilities  and  temper  the  Bishop  of  Norwich  glTes  me  the 
highest  character.  But  I  am  glad  your  Information  came  time  enough  to  preyent 
me :  for  one  may  suffice. 

Probably  our  ministry  will  be  concerting  schemes  this  Summer  against  the  next 
Session  of  Parliament  for  the  Settlement  of  His  Majesty's  American  Dominion!. 
And  then  we  must  try  our  utmost  for  Bishops.  Hitherto  little  hath  been  said  to 
them,  and  less  by  them  on  the  subject.  Our  Dissenters  however  give  out  the 
Contrary,  and  endeavour  to  raise  an  alarm.     God  prosper  us,  if  it  be  his  will. 

i  have  not  heard,  that  any  application  hath  been  made  for  a  Doctor's  Degree  for 
Mr.  Chandler:  but  shall  be  ready  at  any  time  to  forward  one;  I  understand  from 
you,  that  he  deserves  it  so  well. 

Dr.  Burton  will  write  to  you  concerning  the  several  Missions.  As  the  Society  had 
on  your  Recommendation,  appointed  Mr.  Palmer  for  Rye,  and  sent  him  notice  of  it, 
before  Mr.  Punderson  was  named  on  the  occasion ;  we  cannot  change  the  appoint- 
ment without  Mr.  Palmer's  consent.  I  shall  be  glad,  if  he  consents  voluntarily :  but 
we  must  not  press  him  against  his  Inclination.  The  people  at  Rye  may  refuse  him, 
if  they  will ;  and  take  the  maintenance  of  Mr.  Punderson  wholly  on  themselves ;  and 
we  shall  be  very  well  pleased. 

We  have  heard  nothing  directly  from  Hartford  yet.  Whenever  a  fit  opportunity 
olfers,  we  shall  be  very  desirous  of  doing  whatever  may  be  agreeable  to  you.  And  I 
assure  you  I  shall  do  nothing  to  retard  your  retirement,  beyond  expressing ,  my 
wishes  that  you  would  be  so  kind  to  your  College  and  to  Mr.  Cooper,  as  to  give  him 
a  competent  time  for  becoming  and  shewing  himself  in  some  degree  proper  to 
succeed  you. 

It  grieves  me  to  concur  in  postponing  any  of  the  new  Missions,  which  you  would 
have  us  establish.  But  indeed  some  of  those  which  we  have  established  already  in 
New  England  and  New  York  have  so  few  members  of  our  Church  in  them ;  and  there 
are  so  great  numbers  in  other  parts,  destitute  of  all  Instruction,  whom  we  may  hope 
to  secure  to  our  Church  by  sending  Missionaries  to  them,  before  other  teachers  get 
among  them,  I  mean  the  new  and  frontier  Settlements ;  that  I  think  we  cannot  avoid 
preferring  the  latter.  Would  God  we  could  effectually  assist  both.  But  we  must 
not  bring  ourselves  under  a  necessity  of  making  another  collection  for  the  Society 
soon.  Indeed  it  must  be  put  off  some  years  the  longer,  on  account  of  that  which 
is  now  making  for  the  two  Colleges :  for  they  will  be  considered  as  akin  one  to  the 
other. 

I  told  you,  that  I  thought  I  had  secured  170  pounds  for  Mr.  Charltons  Damagea 
on  hla  Glebe.  And  I  have  still  reason  to  believe  that  the  King  did  sign  a  Warrant 
for  that  sum  to  be  paid  here  to  the  Society's  Treasurer.  But  remonstrances  were 
made  against  it  by  some  officer  through  whose  bands  the  business  was  to  pass.  And 
now  the  Secretary  at  War  hath  written  to  Sir  Jeffery  Amherst  about  it,  whoae 
answer  is  in  these  words.  '*  The  Case  of  Mr.  Charlton  is  this,  that  he  really  sulTered 
by  the  encampment  of  the  Troops :  and  I  was  in  hopes  that  the  Assembly  of  the 
Province  would  have  considered  his  losses.  If  that  doth  not  take  place,  I  shall  pay 
him  out  of  the  Contingencies  in  the  manner  you  are  pleased  to  direct"  This  there- 
fore I  hope  will  be  done.  I  hope  also,  that  Mr.  Charlton  will  lay  out  what  he 
receives  upon  his  Glebe  faithfully,  and  prudently.     If  you  can   contribute  to  his 
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dolns  to,  I  hope  70a  will.    For  I  know  not  how  to  contrive  that  the  monej  may  be 
paid  into  the  hands  of  any  one,  that  should  act  as  Trustee  upon  the  occasion. 

I  most  not  omit  to  tell  you,  that  Mr.  Cooper,  in  the  only  letter  which  I  have 
bad  from  him,  dated  Dec.  2,  1762,  expresses.  In  the  strongest  manner  his  sense  of 
the  numberless  ClTllities  and  Acts  of  kindness,  which  he  saith  he  hath  received 
from  you.  Continual  good  advice  will  be  the  greatest  kindness  that  you  can  show 
him. 

It  would  be  inconyenient  and  disagreeable  to  Mr.  Beach,  and  not  desirable  In 

Itself  to  have  a  formal  controversy  raised  upon  this  wretched  pamphlet.    And  In 

order  to  avoid  it,  his  answer  may  be  anonymous,  as  the  pamphlet  is.    Or  however, 

he  may  signifie  that  he  doth  not  intend  to  take  notice  of  any  Repty,  or  enter  further 

Into  a  Discussion  of  particulars:  his  principal  view  being  to  convince  persons,  and 

If  it  may  be,  as  he  hopes  it  may,  the  writer  himself,  that  since  we  are  all  to  give 

an  account  of  every  idle  word,  and  no  Denomination  of  Christians  is  faultless,  and 

mutual  Charity  is  the  great  precept  of  our  Saviour,  we  should  treat  all  religious 

matters  with  seriousness,  and  one  another  with  mildness  and  candour. 

I  am  told,  that  our  younger  Missionaries  are  apt  to  give  us  too  sanguine  accounts 
of  the  flourishing  state  of  their  Missions  and  to  say  things,  which  mislead  us.  It 
wUl  be  very  kind  in  you  and  all  our  friends  in  America  to  prevent  this  as  far  as 
yoa  ean,  by  admonishing  those  who  are  inaccurate  and  indirect,  and  by  giving  the 
Society  notice,  when  you  see  matters  exaggerated  by  them.  We  shall  carefully  keep 
■neh  notices  secret.  And  indeed  it  will  be  best,  that  the  whole  affairs  of  our  Society 
•hoQld  be  transacted  with  as  little  talk  about  them  abroad,  as  may  be. 

I  am,  with  much  Regard, 

Your  loving  brother, 

(Signed)  Tho.  Cant 

Unbeth,  March  80,  1768.  ~Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  Vol.  vii,  pp.  617-619. 


Extract  From  a  Letter  of  Rev.  John  Ritzema  to  Rev.  W. 
BuDDBj  Dated  April  1,  1763.     Vol.  33,  Page  67.     No.  336. 

Utter  from  New  York,  written  April  1,  1763  by  Rev.  J.  Ritzema  to  Rev.  W. 
Bodde.    In  this 

1.  He  eomplains  sorely  about  the  state  of  the  church  in  that  country;  for  all 
t^oit,  wlio  now  call  themselves  the  Coetus,  with  the  single  exception  of  the  aged 
Kiiekton,  (who  sides  with  them  solely  for  the  sake  of  not  being  deposed),  are 
fi^tn  up  to  ftmatlcism,  and  are,  at  bottom.  Independents.  They  care  for  no 
(Choreh)  Order  or  Constitution;  preach,  and  want  to  preach,  to  every  gathering, 
whatever  be  the  name.  Therefore,  all  the  sects  in  the  country,  even  the  Immer- 
iloiUstB,  who,  a«  the  pretension  is,  differ  in  nothing  except  the  mode  of  adminia- 
tetlon  of  Baptism,  say  that  they  are  one  with  the  Dutch.  Thereby,  many  simple 
•onls  in  their  congregations  are  enticed,  caught  and  carried  away.  All  this,  ha 
tUnks,  springs  from  that  so-called  "preaching  the  spirit"  of  these  fanatics.  Some 
maarkable  instances  thereof,  are  given. 

2.  He  gives  certain  reasons  why  they  (the  Conferentle)  thought,  that  when  they 
did  again  unite  in  one  Coetus,  the  majority  vote  should  not  prevail  in  certain 
Batters  that  might  have  to  be  determined,  in  case  a  Coetus  should  ever  be  organ- 
ised again.  He  declares,  however,  that  the  restoration  of  the  Coetus,  while  bene- 
flelal  in  some  respects,  involves  very  great  difficulties  in  others. 

(1)  Every  Coetus  costs  him  more  than  fifty  guilders,  for  the  entertainment  of 
the  brethren  besides  all  the  trouble. 

(2)  Not  much  harmony  can  be  expected  in  the  matters  coming  up.  This  is 
snfflelently  clear  from  the  writings  already  published. 

(8)  He  doubts  whether  the  Church  of  New  York,  as  well  as  that  of  Albany,  will 
be  willing  to  delegate  their  ministers  thereto. 

(4)  tiove^  patience,  forbearance,  etc.,  will  be  able  to  accomplish  a  great  deal; 
but  aettlng  the  law,  ruling,  will  accompllih  nothing;  and  it  is  the  latter  that  the 
members  of  the  Coetus  are  seeking,  while  unwilling  to  be  governed  themselves. 
He  doeee  with  congratulations. 

101 
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Extract  From  a  Letter  of  the  Coetus,  per  Rev.  S.  Verbryck, 
President,  and  J.  Leydt,  Scribe  to  the  Classis  of  Amster- 
dam, Dated,  April  6,  1763.     Vol.  33,  Page  68.     No.  338. 

Letter  from  Acguackanonck,  signed,  April  6,  1763,  bj  S.  Verbryck,  p.  t.  Praeses 
and  John  Leydt,  p.  t.  Scrlba.     In  this 

1.  They  state  that,  although  It  was  their  business  and  desire,  as  well  as  ours,  to 
secure  Peace  and  Unity  among  themselves,  they  are  obliged  to  say  that  the  peace 
desired  has  not  yet  been  effected,  and  Is  possibly  now  less  probable  than  before. 
For,  after  the  Coetus  had,  for  good  reasons,  given  to  the  public  the  letter  of 
Classis,  dated  April  13,  1761,  together  with  a  supplement  from  the  i'oetus,  making 
fresh  proposals  for  peace;  we  became  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  Articles,  adopted 
by  the  Classis  are  still  held,  and  the  Coetus  has  received  no  further  reply  from  the 
Conferentle.  Moreover,  we  are  now  no  longer  divided  into  only  two  parties,  but 
a  third  has  arisen,  which  under  the  name  of  a  neutral  party,  remains  by  itself. 

2.  They  further  declare  that,  the  Coetus  has  no  desire  whatever,  that  the  Rev. 
Classis  should  side  with  either  party,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  other,  beyond  what 
truth  and  the  equity  of  things  require;  yet  their  opinion  is,  that  to  continue  the 
use  of  only  general  terms  (of  designation)  will  damage,  rather  than  benefit  the 
cause  of  unification  and  the  interests  of  the  Church  of  God. 

3.  They  say,  that  the  Coetus  is  of  opinion  that  if  its  power  to  promote  is  not 
divine,  then  it  is  impossible  for  it  to  exercise  that  power  in  any  respect,  at  any 
time,  with  a  good  conscience;  that  if  it  is  divine,  then  no  one  save  God,  has  a  right 
to  deprive  them  of  It.  Especially  as  the  Coetus  Is  an  Assembly,  consisting  of 
many  consistories,  and  several  Circles  (Rlngen.  Circuits)  according  to  the  seventh 
of  the  Fundamental  Articles  of  Its  first  organization.  From  this  It  appears  that 
the  Coetus  is  by  no  means  to  be  considered  less  than  a  Classis;  and,  therefof% 
ought  surely  to  be  able  to  do  as  much  and  with  as  much  right. 

Therefore  the  Coetus  ought  to  be  considered  as  an  Assembly  of  Ecclesiastical- 
Bishops,  competent  by  divine  power  and  right  to  do  as  much,  and  everything  that 
any  Classis  in  the  Netherlands  can  do  in  that  capacity.  For  its  greater  efficiency, 
the  Coetus  may  advise  and  correspond  with  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  while  hav- 
ing the  right  of  appeal  to  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  to  be  used  In  cases  of 
necessity. 

4.  They  declare  this  to  be  the  meaning,  therefore,  the  desire,  and  the  petition 
of  the  Coetus:  that  the  Re<v.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  the  divine  nature  of  Whose 
organization  and  power  Is  admitted,  would  be  pleased  to  recognize  and  declare  the 
Coetus  to  be  such  a  body,  and  to  use  Its  Influence  with  the  very  Rev.  Synod  of 
North  Holland,  that  the  Coetus  may,  as  such,  be  received  and  recognized  by  the 
Synod. 

In  order  to  bring  this  matter  the  sooner  to  an  end,  the  Coetus  requests  and 
authorizes  the  Rev.  Jacob  Rutsen  Hardenberg,  minister  at  old  Rarltan,  etc.,  who 
is  going  across  the  sea,  to  bring  his  mother-in-law  to  America,  to  lay  this  letter 
before  your  Revs.,  and  a  letter,  containing  the  same  request,  before  the  very  Rev. 
Synod,  and  to  give  such  further  Information  as  the  matter  may  require. 

Concludes  with  congratulations. 

Church  of  New  York. 
Opposition  to  English  Preaching. 

New  York,  April  11,  1763. 

Consistory  held  at  the  request  of  Messrs.  Abel  Hardenbrock, 
Jakobus  Stoutenberg,  etc.,  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

1.  Stoutenberg  read  a  paper  filled  with  grievous  accusations 
against  the  Consistory.    The  paper  was  not  addressed  to  the  Oon- 
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Bifltory ;  and  on  further  explanation,  they  said  they  recognized  ns 
as  brethren,  but  not  as  the  Consistory.  But,  we  answered,  that  as 
we  sat  as  a  Consistory,  we  could  not  treat  with  them  while  our 
official  capacity  was  denied. 

2.  They  desired  to  have  the  request  which  Alderman  Bogart 
had  brought  in  on  the  6th  of  January  (1763),  in  their  name,  made 
null,  as  it  had  been  delivered  without  their  wish.  Whereupon 
Alderman  Bogart,  to  their  shame,  made  a  contrary  statement, 
whereat  thev  were  dumbfounded. 

3.  They  desired  to  present  a  paper  signed  by  110  male  mem- 
bers. This  the  Consistorv  refused  to  receive  because  it  did  not 
recognize  their  official  character.  At  last  they  throw  it  down^. 
and  80  marched  out  of  the  meeting.  The  Consistory,  however^ 
resolved  to  preserve  the  writing  as  disclosing  the  way  in  which 
ihey  regarded  us. 

Signed  etc. 

J.  Ritzema,  p.  t.  President. 

Acts  of  the  Ci-assis  of  Amstehdam. 

Letters. 

W63,  April  11th.  Art.  9.  In  compliance  with  the  request  of 
^v.  Classis  to  write  further  to  Rev.  Keteltas,  the  Messrs.  Depp. 
*d  res  Exteras  read  a  letter  to  that  gentleman,  which  was  ap- 
proved by  the  Assembly. 

They  also  read  a  letter  to  Messrs.  Ritzema,  de  Ronde,  van 
Sinderen  and  Rubel,  which  was  also  approved,  with  thanks  to  the 
Messrs.  Depp. 

There  was  also  a  letter  read  to  the  consistory  of  the  four  com- 
bined congregations. 

The  Rev.  Depp,  also  read  a  plan  how  there  might  be  appointed 
in  the  church  of  New  York  a  minister,  to  perform  the  services  in 
the  English  language  in  the  New  Church  (comer  of  cedar  and 
Kassau  streets.) 

The  Assembly  having  listened  to  this  plan,  finds  it  very  excel- 
lent and  approves  of  this  project. 
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They  also  read  a  letter  from  Eev.  Jakson,  minister  at  Bergen 
and  Staten  Island,  to  which  they  replied  with  the  approval  of  the 
Eev.  Classis.    XTTT.  334,  335. 

(Examination.) 

Art.  11.  The  Messrs.  Hoolboom,  Kuipers,  and  van  lingen, 
thereupon  preached  sermons  on  the  texts  assigned  to  them,  with 
so  much  satisfaction  that  they  were  admitted  to  examination. 
The  said  gentlemen  were  thereafter  examined  by  the  Eev.  Mr. 
Budde  in  the  Hebrew  and  the  Greek  languages,  on  the  chapters 
assigned  to  them,  and  subsequently  questioned  on  the  articles  of 
Sacred  Theology.  They  gave  so  much  satisfaction  in  this  exami- 
nation to  this  Assembly,  that  Eev.  Hoolboom  was  assigned  to 
the  church  of  Archangel  (Eussia),  and  Eev.  (Warmoldus) 
Kuipers  to  the  congregation  on  the  Island  of  Curacoa,  (West 
Indies) ;  and  Eev.  van  Lingen,  after  he  had  repudiated  the  con- 
demned opinions  of  Prof.  Eoel  and  Dr.  Bekker,  and  taken  the 
oath  against  Simony,  and  promised  to  read  without  alteration  the 
three  questions  in  the  Form  for  Baptism,  was  not  only  with 
much  pleasure  admitted  by  the  whole  Assembly  (as  a  licentiate) 
to  the  public  preaching,  but  the  clerk  was  also  directed  to  give 
biTTi  a  laudable  certificate.     XIII.  335,  336. 

Thb  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Eev.  William  Jaksox,  Apru. 
11,  1763.     Vol.  31,  Page  199.     No.  129. 

To  Rev.  Wm.  Jakson,  A.  L.  H.  pastor  at  Bergen  (and)  Stat^i  Island. 

Bey.  Sir  and  Much-beloved  Brother: 

Although  the  Classis  had  resolved  not  to  answer  letters  directed  to  her  hj  prl- 
Tate  individuals,  on  account  of  the  Increased  burden  of  correspondence  Incident 
thereto;  jet  she  thinks  It  would  be  useful  briefly  to  answer  your  letter  of  July  18, 
1762.  It  l8  well  known  to  you  that  sometime  after  the  establishment  of  the  Coetna 
In  1747,  that  body  became  divided,  one  part  continuing  to  call  themselves  the 
Coetus.  while  the  other  party  called  themselves  the  Conferentle.  You  know  also 
how  grievous  all  this  has  been  to  the  Classis,  and  how  many  attempts  she  has 
made  to  unite  the  brethren  into  one  Coetus,  but  that  all  her  efforts  have  been  In 
yaln.  This  Is  very  distasteful  to  us.  But  the  Classis  Is  especially  Indignant  at 
the  publication  of  the  book  of  Leydt,  who,  with  his  adherents,  not  only  attempts 
to  withdraw  himself  from  the  Classis  altogether;  but  also  by  his  writing  so  many 
slanderous  things  has  brought  reproach.  In  your  country,  both  upon  the  Classis 
and  the  Synod  of  North  Holland.  He  utterly  falls  to  appreciate  the  abundant 
labors  of  the  Classis  for  the  benefit  of  the  churches  In. your  land. 

We  have  expressed  our  opinion  on  these  matters  In  a  letter  to  the  gentlemen 
who  call  themselves  the  Coetus.     This  has  already  been  sent,  and  you  will  lesm 
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tberefrom  what  the  Classls  thinks  of  the  attempts  of  Rev.  Leydt  and  his  adher- 
ents. You  will  understand  how  much  we  disapprove  of  his  act,  and  how  pleased 
we  are  with  the  opinions  of  the  brethren  who  call  themselves  the  Conferentie,  and 
who  are  determined  to  remain  subordinate  to  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam.  E^m 
this  you  can  easily  draw  the  conclusion,  that  we  cannot,  according  to  your  request, 
write  to  your  Ck)nsistory  in  order  to  direct  them  to  give  their  consent  to  your 
going  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  so-called  Ck>etus,  because  it  is  only  a  remnant  of 
the  real  Coetus.  We  cannot  unite  in  your  views  of  this  matter,  but  it  becomes 
rather  our  duty  to  admonish  you  fraternally  and  earnestly,  as  we  have  other  min- 
isters, to  be  as  active  as  possible  in  bringing  such  disturbances  and  divisions  to 
sn  end,  and  to  unite  yourselves  again  in  a  Coetus  subordinate  to  the  Classls  of 
Amsterdam.  For  unless  this  be  done,  we  see  nothing  else  than  the  destruction  of 
your  congregations. 

You  write  about  the  case  of  Rev.  Keteltas,  alluding  to  the  fact  that  some  think 
s  reordination  to  be  necessary.  This  is  quite  outside  the  truth;  for  his  call  was 
only  made  known  to  us,  because  of  a  suspicion  about  his  views  on  the  Holy 
Trinity  and  the  generation  of  the  Son.  An  extract  of  his  opinions  was  sent  us, 
and  our  views  were  desired,  namely,  whether  he  under  such  circumstances,  could 
be  admitted  as  the  minister  of  a  Dutch  Church,  as  the  Consistory  of  a  certain 
plsce  desired.  Neither  is  it  true  that  Rev.  Ritzema  has  declared  himself  against 
the  call  of  a  minister  to  the  New  York  Church,  to  preach  in  English;  but  in  many 
letters,  signed  by  that  gentleman,  he  has  agreed  thereto.  You  will  understand, 
therefore,  that  the  Classls  has  sufficient  reason  to  rebuke  you  for  slanderous  lan- 
ffiiage  about  these  gentlemen,  and  for  great  Injury  done  unto  others.  What  is  the 
use  of  this  wild  seal  of  yours?  Does  it  show  a  Christian  spirit?  Does  it  mani- 
fest brotherly  love?  Are  such  things  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit?  By  no  means. 
The  fruits  mentioned  by  Paul  in  Gal.  5:22,  are  of  a  totally  different  sort. 

But  we  will  stop  here,  only  saying  that  we  are  filled  with  sorrow  in  your  behalf. 
We  are  grieved  that  you,  who,  in  the  Judgment  of  charity,  mean  well,  should  be 
so  far  carried  away  by  ill-directed  seal,  as  to  slander  different  persons  who  do 
not  at  all  deserve  it.  But  we  will  not  take  up  everything  of  a  bad  spirit,  but  we 
fraternally  exhort  you  to  avoid  in  the  future  such  behavior;  to  subdue  your  pas- 
sions; to  pray  for  the  spirit  of  love,  goodness,  humility,  temperance;  to  bear  with 
one  another,  to  forgive  one  another,  as  God  for  Christ's  sake,  has  forgiven  you. 
Sbow  forth  that  love,  which  is  the  bond  of  perfectnees.  And  now  may  the  peace 
of  God  dwell  In  your  hearts.  With  such  desires,  we  remain,  with  brotherly 
affection. 

Rev.   Sir  and  Much-beloved   Brother, 

Your  obedient  servants  and  brethren, 

John  Jacob  Kessler.  Depp.  CI.  h.  t.  Praeses. 

Joh.  de  Lange,  Depp.  CI.  h.  t.  Scriba. 
In  the  Name  of  the  Classical  Assembly 

at  Amsterdam,  April  11th,  1763. 

Ohubch  of  New  York. 
Manor  of  Fordham.     English  Preaching. 

New  York,  April  14,  1763. 
Oonslstory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Present:  Domine  Kitzema,  President,  Domlne  De  Ronde;  Elders:  Pleter  Lett, 
Cornelius  Bogart,  Cornelius  Clopper,  John  Bognrt,  Jr.  and  Theodore  Van  Wyck. 
Deacons:  Gerard  Beekman,  Isaac  Rosevelt  and  Dirk  Brinkerhoff. 

1.  The  lease  for  the  three  lots  of  John  Van  der  Hull  was  examined,  and  was 
found  to  expire  in  May  next.  Of  this  Mr.  Petrus  Louw,  in  behalf  of  his  mother, 
was  convinced,  and  thorefore  renounced  the  claim  to  hold  It  till  tlie  year  1768. 
Still  he  asked  to  have  one  and  a  half  lots  durlnf?  the  remaining  Ave  years,  at 
iB5.  per  lot  yearly— making  £7^.  for  the  whole.  The  answer  was  referred  to  next 
consistory. 

2.  Three  leases  given  in  the  same  year,  1718,  were  found,  in  which  the  same 
mistake  occurred,  viz.,  of  Abram  Paaldln^,  Fred'k  Woertendyk,  John  Hltskok. 
There  was  still  missing  one  of  Willem  de  Pue,  which  must  be  sought  for. 
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8.  The  letter  of  Jacob  Lent  on  the  Manor  was  read.  Thereupon  the  Consistory 
resoWed  that  they  would  expect  this  year  the  £15.  which  are  demanded,  and  here- 
after would  see  what  they  oould  do  In  the  case. 

4.  In  relation  to  the  paper  presented  by  Alderman  Bogart  on  January  6th,  It 
was  resolved,  on  request  of  those  In  whose  name  It  was  presented,  to  make  It 
null  as  If  It  had  never  been  offered. 

6.  Resolved,  That  since  It  clearly  appears  from  the  paper  thrown  down,  that 
the  consistory  Is  not  recognized,  the  President  shall  not,  although  requested, 
ascribe  any  consistory  to  them,  as  with  the  consent  of  the  consistory  Itself. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  Eight  Articles,  as  read  word  by  word  after  the  amend- 
ment, shall  be  recorded  In  the  book,  with  an  N.  B.,  by  which  the  present  Con- 
sistory shall  hold  them  literally,  without  alteration. 

7.  The  hope  now  arises  for  once  that  those  recognised  as  on  the  Dutch  side 
may  be  united;  and  the  Consistory  Is  convinced,  that  many  of  the  signers  did  not 
understand  what  they  signed.  Therefore  the  Consistory  feels  bound,  especially 
since  there  are  many  who  have  not  signed  on  either  side,  to  try  whether  a  number 
of  them  could  not  be  convinced  by  personal  address,  of  the  necessity,  for  the  wel- 
fare of  the  whole  congregation,  of  holding  fast  to  the  Bight  Articles. 

8.  Resolved,  That  the  Church  Masters  henceforth  sell  no  more  seats  In  the 
church,  but  only  rent  the  same;  and  this  shall  be  made  known  to  the  members. 

9.  Resolved,  That  the  interest  of  the  £2000.,  due  In  May  next,  be  paid  to  the 
ministers.  The  Treasurer  is  requested,  therefore,  to  keep  this  money  In  ths 
treasury. 

10.  That  Mr.  Andrew  Breeetede  be  requested  to  prepare  a  plan  for  the  gallery 
In  the  New  Church. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Rltzema,  p.  t.  President. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Letters.    Report  on  Leydt's   Second  Pamphlet.     Complaint  by 

Kitzema. 

1763,  May  2.  Art  2.  The  Acta  of  the  previous  meeting  were 
read.  On  this  occasion  the  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  read  a 
letter  to  Eev.  Wildrick,  on  Curacoa,  which  was  approved.  They 
also  made  a  report  on  a  letter  and  a  (second)  pamphlet  by  Rev. 
Leith,  (Leydt),  minister  at  New  Brunswick  in  New  Jersey,  (dated 
Feb.  19,  1762) ;  as  well  as  of  a  letter  from  Rev.  Ritzema,  dated 
Dec.  29,  1762,  in  which  he  complains  that  he  had  been  falsely  ac- 
cused of  writing  to  the  Christian  Synod  of  1757.  In  regard  to 
this  the  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  shall  further  inform  them- 
selves.    XTTT.  336. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  R.  Weldrick  of  Cubaooa, 
Mat  2,  1763.     Vol.  31,  Page  14.     No.  103.     (Rev.  Wab- 

NOLDUS  KUTPERS,  AfTERWARD  OF  RhINEBECK. 

To  Rev.  Rudolpbus  Wlldrlk,  minister  at  Cnracoa. 

Verj  ReT.  Sir  and  Mnch  Beloved  Brother:— 

With  a  view  to  keeping  np  the  fraternal  correspondence,  we  have  Just  now,  od 
the  12th  of  January.  1762.  replied  to  yoar  Rev's,  latest  letter  of  July  22.  1761, 
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and  also  Mnt  your  BeT.  the  Acts  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  h^d  at  Hoom, 
In  the  year  1761.  We  hope  that  your  Rey.  may  duly  receive  the  same,  as  also  onr 
letter.  Wa  are  confldent  howeyer,  that  your  Rey.  Is  also  glad  to  keep  up  the 
landable  correspondence,  and  that  yon  will  soon  give  iis  fresh  and  agreeable  evl- 
deocee  thereof. 

We  did  not  want  to  neglect  Informing  yonr  Rey.  of  the  fact  that  the  Messrs. 
Directors  have  recently  designated  as  minister  on  Curacoa,  Rey.  Warmoldns  Kny- 
pera,  ministerial  candidate  of  Gronongen.  The  Classis  last  held,  finally  examined 
and  qualified  him  for  the  ministry  of  the  Holy  Ghost  In  yonr  Rev's,  church.  He 
la  now  about  to  come  over  to  you  with  the  first  opportunity. 

We  felicitate  your  Rev.  upon  receiving  this  new  colleague.  Our  hearts'  desire 
la  that  his  Rev's,  ministry  may  be  acceptable  to  the  Church  and  richly  blest.  We 
also  desire  that  your  Rev.  may,  have  with  him,  in  sincere  brotherly  love,  a  united, 
peaceful  and  fruitful  life;  also  that  you  may  enjoy  useful  intercourse  together  in 
the  House  of  the  Lord,  for  your  mutual  stimulation  to  diligence  in  knowledge  and 
seal  In  the  Lord's  service. 

May  the  King  of  Glory,  whom  we  are  and  whom  we  must  serve,  fill  the  hearts 
of  His  servants  in  your  church  with  His  love,  guide  them  by  His  fear  and  gird 
them  with  strength.  Thus  may  He  pour  forth  abundantly  upon  you  the  memory 
of  His  great  goodness,  and  make  known  unto  you  His  righteousness  with  Joy! 
May  He  use  your  Rev's,  ministry  for  extending  His  kingdom  in  your  midst  I  May 
He  establish  you  and  set  you  for  a  Praise  in  those  lands!  Further,  with  much 
affection,  we  remain. 

Very  Rev.  Sir  and  Much  Respected  Brother, 

Your  Rev's,  ready  Servants  and  Brethren, 

In  the  name  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
Signed, 

Johannes  de  Lange,  V.  D.  M.  Amet.  Depp.  Classis,  Res  Extents,  h.  t.  Praeses. 
Wlnoldus  Budde,  E.  CI.  Amst.  Depp.  Classis  Ad  Res.  Ext.  h.  t.  Scriba. 

Done  In  our  Classical  Assembly,  held  at  Amsterdam,  May  2,  1763. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  of  the  Conferbntie,  per  Rev.  John 

KlTZEMA,  TO  THE  ClaSSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM,  JuNE  8,  1763.       VOL. 

33,  Page  65.     No.  332. 

Letter,  written  from  New  York,  June  8,  1763,  by  Rev.  John  RItzema,  in  the 
name  of  his  colleague,  de  Ronde,  and  also  of  Revs.  Van  Slnderen  and  Rubel. 

1.  They  report  that  they  received  our  bundle  of  letters  of  Jan.  11,  1763,  on  the 
5tta  of  June;  and  with  great  pleasure  read  our  letters,  for  which  they  heartily 
tliank  na. 

2.  They  state  that  they  have  nothing  against  our  decision  concerning  the 
majority  vote  in  the  Ooetus. 

8.  They  declare  that  it  would  have  been  pleasing  to  them,  if  it  had  been  our 
desire  to  touch  on  the  matter  of  the  disruption  of  the  Coetus  also;  but  that  since 
we  let  the  subject  of  Peace  alone,  they  also  will  go  to  no  further  trouble  about  it. 

4.  They  say:  We  want  no  yoke  of  human  bondage  about  us;  but  we  desire  to 
observe  good  order,  agreeably  to  divine  and  human  laws:  to  this  Indeed  we  have 
obligated  and  bound  ourselves.  And,  If  It  pleases  the  Rev.  Classis,  as  a  High 
Assembly  to  which  we  are  most  closely  subordinated,  to  support  us  therein,  then 
the  Classis  can  assure  itself  not  only  of  our  adherence  to  them,  to  the  exclusion 
of  any  other  body,  but  also  tbey  may  assure  themselves  that  benefits  will  result 
therefrom  to  the  churches  In  these  regions. 

5.  They  mention  also  that  they  had  delivered  our  letter  to  Rev.  Keteltas,  and 
also  the  one  addressed  to  the  church  (which  had  called  him);  but  that  they  have 
thus  far  been  unable  to  persuade  them  to  come  to  an  agreement,  and  had  gtvan 
tbem  some  more  time  for  the  consideration  of  the  matter. 

They  conclude  with  congratulations. 
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ADMINISTRATION*  OF  LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR  CAD- 

WALLADER  GOLDEN,  JUNE  28,  1763-NOVEMBER  13, 

1765. 

Ghurch  of  New  York. 

Preaching  in  English. 

New  York,  June  8,  1763. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

The  answer  of  domine  Longueville  and  Blinshall  to  the  letter 
sent  to  them  in  January  last,  concerning  the  call  of  an  English 
minister,  etc.,  was  read.  The  same  committee  was  appointed  to 
reply  to  their  letter  by  the  first  opportunity. 

The  Treasurer  was  authorized  to  pay  the  accoimt  of  Francois 
Marschalk  and  also  of  the  lawyers,  concerning  the  Manor. 


Psalms  in  English  with  Dutch  Music. 

New  York,  July  5,  1763. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

The  plan  of  certain  Psalms  in  English  rhyme,  according  to  our 

music,  was  laid  before  the  consistory,  and  so  far  approved.     The 

matter  was  referred  to  a  committee  to  examine,  when  further 

completed,  who  are  then  to  consult  ^vith  others.     The  committee 

are  domine  Ritzema,  Cornelius  Clopper,  Theodore  Van  Wyck, 

Pieter  Keteltas  and  Dirck  Brinckerhoff. 

Signed, 

Lambertus  de  Ronde,  p.  t.  President. 


Preaching  in  English.     Rev.  Archibald  Laidlie. 

New  York,  July  16,  1763. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 
Present:    Domine  de  Ronde,  President;  domine  Ritzema. 
Elders:     S.  Johnson,  C.  Clopper,  P.  Lott,  John  Bogart,  Jr.,  Theo- 
dore Van  Wyck. 
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Deacons:     Gerrit  Eappelye,   P.   Keteltas,   John   Hardenbrock, 

Gterard  Beekman,  T.  Tiebout,  J.  Koosevelt,  Jr. 
A  copy  of  a  letter  written  at  Amsterdam  May  6,  1763,  by  the 
fiey.  D.  Longueville  and  J.  Blinshall  in  reference  to  the  English 
preacher,  was  presented  and  read.     Thereon  it  was 

1.  Enquired,  Whether  the  excellent  character  of  donaine  Archi- 
bald Laidlie  as  given  by  these  gentlemen,  were  not  enough  to  wap- 
i^t  ns  to  call  him ;  also,  whether  the  difficulties  stated  by  the 
*anie,  as  to  the  Bond,  the  preaching  service,  etc.,  were  not  already 
removed;  also,  whether  the  Bond  demanded  by  the  succeeding 
consistory  were  not  in  the  nature  of  the  case,  the  strongest  secur- 
^v«  To  all  these  questions,  the  answer  was,  Yes.  The  call  shall 
^©refore  be  prepared  by  the  committee  before  appointed. 

2.   Resolved,  To  write  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  and  make 

^o\%rn  to  them  the  calling  by  us  of  an  English  minister  for  our 

^^^firregation,  the  plan  of  which  has  already  been  approved  bj 

"^®iXi,  and  to  request  their  farther  aid  in  the  same  for  the  good 

of  oxir  congregation. 

Signed  etc., 

Lambertus  de  Ronde,  p.  t.  President. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

The  Case  of  Ritzm^ca. 

1^63,  July  18th.  Art.  5,  ad  Art.  2  of  the  Regular  Meeting  of 
^'^y  2,  1763.  The  Rev.  Deputati  ad  res  Exteras  have  informed 
"^^xxiselves  as  to  the  false  accusation  of  which  Rev.  Ritzema  com- 
plains. They  made  a  report  thereon  and  read  a  pre-advice  in  re- 
lati^jj  ^  ^^  matter.  This  pre-advice,  to  be  foimd  in  Adis  Deputes 
^OT'Xi^m^  was  changed  into  a  resolution  of  Classis.     xxiii.  343. 

MnniTE-BooK  o»  the  Cowtus  of  New  York,  Etc. 

-Art.  6,  ad  Art.  5  of  Regular  Meeting,  Oct.  4,  1762.     The  Rev. 
•t'^putati  ad  res  Exteras  also  reported  on  the  business  laid  upon 
^^tn  October  4, 1762,  for  which  see  Acta  of  that  date.     The  dele- 
gates ad  Synodum  are  directed  to  bring  this  report  in  Synodo, 
notnine  Classis.     The  same  is  also   found  in   the   Acta   of  the 
XJeputies.     xiiL  343. 
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Request  of  the  Coetus  of  Xew  York. 

Art.  7.  There  appeared  before  the  Classis,  Rev.  Jacob  Rutse 
Hardenberg,  minister  at  Old  Raritan,  in  New  Netherland.  He 
handed  in  a  letter,  addressed  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.  Ac- 
cording to  the  signatures  of  this  letter,  it  was  written  by  order 
of  the  Coetus  of  New  Netherland,  signed  by  Samuel  Verbryck, 
President,  protem,  and  John  Leydt,  Clerk,  protem.  It  was  dated 
Aquackanonck  (Passaic)  April  6,  1763,  and  contained, 

1.  A  request  that  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  would  be  pleased 
to  recognize  the  Coetus;  also  that  it  would  aid  in  promoting 
before  the  Christian  Synod  (of  North  Holland)  that  the  Coetus 
should  be  recognized  by  that  Christian  Synod,  and  declared  to  be 
a  (regular)  Coetus  or  Assembly  of  church  officials,  with  power 
and  right  to  do  all  that  any  Classis  in  the  Netherlands  does  in 
that  capacity ;  that  the  said  Classis  (Coetus  ?)  should  consult  and 
correspond  with  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  and  that  the  right  of 
appeal  should  remain  open  to  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  to  be 
made  use  of  in  case  of  necessity:  and 

2.  A  declaration  that  the  Coetus  has  authorized  the  aforesaid 
Rev.  Hardenberg  to  give  such  further  explanations  to  the  Classis 
and  Synod,  as  the  case  may  require. 

This  letter  was  read  to  the  Assembly,  and  Rev.  Hardenberg 
was  also  heard.  The  Rev.  Deputati  ad  res  Exteras  had  also  more 
than  once  conferred  with  Rev.  Hardenberg  previously.  They 
now  read  a  report  (pre-advice)  upon  this  matter,  which  was  ap- 
proved by  the  Assembly  with  thanks,  and  was  changed  into  a 
resolution  of  the  Classis,  and  the  same  was  ordered  to  be  inserted 
in  the  Acta  Deputatorum.  After  this,  Mr.  Hardenberg  was  in- 
formed by  the  Rev.  President,  nomine  Classis,  that  the  Classis 
considers  that  it  has  no  power  to  <rrant  the  proposed  request. 

Commission  of  Rev.  Lange.  The  Assembly  subsequently  re- 
solved to  commission  Rev.  de  Lange,  together  with  and  besides  the 
other  delegates  ad  Synodum,  to  give  further  explanation  to  the 
Christian  Synod  regarding  the  condition  of  the  church  affairs  in 
New  Netherland,  and  fully  to  inform  the  Christian  Synod  as  to 
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the  transactions  of  the  Classis  with  the  Ooetus  hitherto.     This 

commission  Rev.  de  Lange  was  pleased  to  accept,     xiii.  343,  344, 

345. 

Lbttebs. 

Art  8.     The  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  read  a  letter  from 

Batavia  dated  Oct.  18,  1762,  wherein  was  sent  to  Classis  an  ac- 

eonnt  of  the  state  of  the  church  in  Netherland's  India.     They  also 

reported  that  they  had  received  several  letters,  of  various  dates, 

from  Rev.  Jakson;  also  one  from  Rev.  Marinus;  and  two  from 

the  consistory  of  Poughkeepsie  and  Fishkill.     But  all  these  being 

from  private  individuals,  according  to  previous    resolutions    no 

extracts  shall  be  made  therefrom,  nor  shall  they  be  answered. 

xiii.  345. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  July  18,  1763. 

Report  of  the  case  of  Ritzema. 

PreadTlce  of  the  Deputies,  in  the  case  of  the  false  accusation  aerainst  Ber. 
^txema.  regarding  the  letter  written  to  the  Synod  of  North  Holland. 

The  Depntati  ad  Res  Exteras  report,  that  Rev.  Ritzema  In  a  letter  to  them, 
declares  that  he  has  never  written  such  a  letter  to  the  North  Holland  Synod,  with 
•wh  a  request,  as  is  contained  in  the  Acta  of  the  year  1757,  and  he  requests  to 
be  vindicated  in  reference  to  that  matter.  The  Depntati  have  obtained  this  letter, 
^tten  over  Rev.  Ritsema's  name  from  the  Synodical  chest,  and  (compared)  it 
^th  other  authentic  letters  of  his.  Thereby  they  have  been  able  plainly  to  see 
^t  this  was  not  written  by  him,  but  by  some  other  hand.  It  differs  also  very 
nnch  in  its  contents,  from  a  letter,  which  Rev.  Ritzema  wrote  to  the  Classis  about 

the  same  person,  of  the Moreover  the  difference  in  spelling,  and  faulti 

^  grammar,  discover  very  plainly  that  this  letter  was  composed  by  another  and 
itrange  hand.  The  Deputies  are  of  the  opinion  that  Rev.  Ritzema  was  falsely 
Accused,  and  ought  to  be  vindicated,  and  to  receive  all  possible  satisfaction. 

Report  of  the  Request  of  the  Coetus. 

Pneadvice  on  the  request  of  the  so-called  Coetus  of  New  York  made  by  Rev. 
Jtoob  Rntse  Hardenberg;  as  also  on  the  information  by  the  same,  concerning  the 
"meeting  of  the  so-called  Coetus  of  New  York,  as  described  in  a  certain  pamphlet. 

I'he  Deputies  also  report  that  there  appeared  before  them,  Rev.  Jacob  Rutse 
H*rdenberg,  minister  at  Old  Raritan.  in  New  Netherland.  He  was  furnished  with 
^1  authority  from  those  ministers  who  yet  call  themselves  the  Coetus.  His 
Papers  were  signed  by  John  Leidt  (Leydt)  and  Samuel  Verbryck,  ministers  at  New 
Brunswick  and  Tappan.  He,  by  virtue  of  his  commission,  had  proposed  to  them, 
(the  Deputies)  whether  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  could  not  consent  to  change  th^ 
^'ew  York  Coetus  into  a  Classis,  with  the  power  of  ordaining  to  the  ministry  in 
^t  land;  and  whether  it  could  (not)  also  advise  the  Conferentie  Assembly  to 
'•^or  the  change  of  the  Coetus  into  a  Classis.  Ho  claims  that  this  would  be  the 
^t  Way  of  making  an  end  of  all  schisms  and  dissensions,  and  of  uniting  the  mln- 
^^tn  and  consistories  there  into  one  body;  adding  thereto,  that  if  this  should  be 
•w^orded  by  the  Classis.  they  then  also  would  be  desiring  from  here  a  Professor 
^  Theology,  to  instruct  the  youth  over  there  in  Theology,  and  to  qualify  them  for 
the  Sacred  Ministry. 

The  Depntati  remark,  first  of  all,  that  Rev.  Hardenberg  Is  one  of  those  mln- 
^en.  whom,  they  who  call  themselves  the  Coetus  examined  and  advanced  to  the 
ttadidateshlp  and  to  the  ministry  in  that  land,  against  the  resolution  of  Classis 
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and  Synod.  For  this  reason  the  Clasala  might  fairly  refuse  to  recognise  Bey. 
Harden  berg  in  that  capacity;  but  inasmuch  as  the  Classis,  in  Its  letter  of  Jan.  13, 
1761,  declared,  thai  ichUe  theu  oould  not  indeed  approve  the  ordinations  effected,  at 
having  been  effected  upon  the  footing  of  the  Netherland  ohurchee,  yet  they  irould  not 
judge  them  etrictly,  much  less  try  to  annul  them;  but  for  the  sake  of  peace  they 
would  let  them  stand,  and  consider  them  as  accomplished  facts.  The  Classis  could, 
therefore,  at  the  present  time  also  exercise  the  accommodation  to  hearken  to  the 
proposition  of  Rev.  Hardenberg,  and  to  deliberate  thereon. 

But  the  Deputies  are  of  the  opinion,  salvo  meliori,  that  the  request  can  in  no 
respect  be  granted: 

1.  Because  this  subject  is  already  a  res  fudicata.  The  plan  of  changing  the 
Goetus  into  a  Classis  and  of  erecting  an  Academy  were  rejected  by  the  Classis  in 
two  emphatic  letters,  viz.,  of  Dec.  9.  1755,  and  April  6,  1756;  also  by  the  Synod 
of  North  Holland,  which  emphatically  confirmed  the  opinions  of  the  Classis  in  the 
years  1756  and  1757. 

2.  Because,  since  then,  no  circumstance  in  favor  of  these  proposals  has  occurred, 
which  could  persuade  the  Classis  to  a  change  of  sentiment;  but  on  the  contrary 
affairs  have  grown  much  worse,  while  the  schism  and  dissensions  have  much 
increased,  and  the  embltterment  between  the  two  parties  has  become  greater. 
Indeed,  the  matter  has  gone  so  far  that  Rev.  Lldt  (Leydt)  has  not  hesitated,  even 
in  public  print,  in  his  pamphlet  before  mentioned,  to  insult  the  Classis,  in  a 
scornful  manner,  in  several  places;  and  also  even  to  injure  the  feelings  of  the 
Synod  of  North  Holland  very  deeply.  He  also  maintains  therein,  in  every  way, 
that  the  Coetus  has  the  right  to  ordain,  etc.  He  seeks  to  bring  to  naught  all  sub- 
jection to  the  Classis,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  to  introduce  a  complete  independence. 

In  answer  to  this  pamphlet,  the  Conferentle  Meeting  has  published  another.  In 
this  they  not  only  oppose  Rev.  Leydt,  but  also  ascribe  the  right  to  ordain  in  the 
church,  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  alone.  They  declare  that  they  are  perfectly 
willing  to  remain  subordinate  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  and  make  request.  In 
a  letter  accompanying  these  two  pamphlets,  that  the  Classis  would  please  render 
a  final  decision  on  this  point;  otherwise  they  will  feel  themselves  compelled  to 
address  themselves  to  the  Synod. 

In  order  to  comply  with  this  request,  Classis,  after  mature  consideration  on  thla 
matter,  has  adopted  a  resolution,  and  has  ordered  Its  Deputies  ad  Res  Exteras  to 
write  two  letters  conveying  its  decision:  One  to  the  Conferentle  Meeting,  and 
another  to  the  Coetus;  and  to  express  to  the  latter  the  displeasure  of  the  Classis 
at  the  action  taken  in  the  premises. 

The  Deputies  have  carried  out  this  order,  and  prepared  two  letters,  which  were 
approved  by  (Classis  and  subsequently  forwarded.  In  the  one,  they  approved  and 
praised  the  doings  of  the  Conferentle  Meeting;  and  in  the  other,  to  the  Coetus,  they 
plainly  declared  the  dissatisfaction  of  the  Classis  with  its  conduct. 

In  both  these  letters,  it  Is  circumstantially  declared,  that  the  Classis  of  Amster- 
dam has  the  right  of  ordination  for  the  churches  of  New  York;  and  that  church 
(In  New  York)  and  also  the  Coetus  are  legally  subordinate  to  the  Classis.  This  is 
proved:  1.  From  the  original  character  of  that  province,  when  it  stood  under  the 
West  India  Company.  Then  this,  like  all  other  colonies  of  the  Company,  was 
subordinated  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam;  and  as  a  matter  of  course  their  preach- 
ers were  then  subordinate.  This,  If  necessary,  can  be  proved  from  many  docu- 
ments in  the  keeping  of  Classis.  2.  From  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
church  is  situated,  since  this  province  came  under  the  power  of  Great  Britain. 
At  the  transference  of  this  province  to  the  Domlnon  of  Great  Britain,  Sept.  8, 
1664,  the  following  was  explicitly  guaranteed  and  accorded:  Article  8:  "The 
Dutch  here  shall  retain  and  enjoy  freedom  of  conscience  In  Worship  and  In  Church 
Discipline."  Article  12:  "All  public  writings  and  records  concerning  the  inheri- 
tance of  any  one,  or  the  Ecclesiastical  Government  the  Dlaconate  or  Orphanage 
Boards,  shall  be  carefully  retained  by  those  In  whose  keeping  they  are " 

Prom  this,  it  is  evident  that  the  church  condition  (kerkstaat)  of  that  province 
remained  in  the  same  status  in  which  they  were,  when  It  was  subject  to  the  West 
India  Company;  and  that  it  also  remained  In  the  same  condition  at  the  definitive 
Treaty  of  Peace  between  the  King  of  Great  Britain  and  the  High  Mightinesaee, 
The  States  General,  in  the  year  1667.  Therein  it  was  explicitly  agreed:  "That 
each  of  the  said  parties  shall  hold  and  possess  in  perfect  right  of  sovereignty,  pro- 
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pflety  iiQj  possession,  all  such  countries.  Islands,  towns,  forts,  places  and  colonies, 
tJit  So  many  as  each,  whether  during  this  war  or  before,  In  whatever  time  it  may 
htTft  been,  shall  hare  taken  and  retained  from  the  other,  by  force  and  by  arms,  or 
in  Whatever  manner  it  may  have  been,  and  that  in  the  same  manner  as  they  shall 
luive  occupied  and  possessed  them,  on  the  10/20  May  last,  none  of  the  said  places 
excepted."  8.  From  the  fundamental  articles  upon  which  the  Coetus  was  granted. 
1  Finally,  from  the  experience  and  recognition  of  the  Church  of  New  Netherland 
Itielf,  enforced  by  the  resolutions  of  the  Synod. 

To  these  two  letters  answers  are  expected  shortly.     When  these  come  It  will  be 
seen  what  street  these  letters  have  produced.     As  afTalrs  stand  thus,  Glassis  can- 
not possibly  make  any  change  therein.     How,  too,  could  it  grant  a  request  to  those 
who  have  thus  insulted  it,  as  well  as  the  Synod;  and  who,  in  defiance  of  the  reso- 
lations  of  Classls  and  Synod,  have  already  examined,  on  their  own  authority,  sev- 
eral ministers  in  that  land;  and  who  have  also  done  these  things  at  the  expense  of 
those  who  hold  themselves  to  the  utterances  of  Classls  and   Synod.     These  also 
have  no  knowledge  of  this  mission  of  Rev.  Hardenberg,  and  only  recently  in  letters 
of  March  10  and  April  1.  1763.  express  themselves  very  emphatically  as  opposed 
to  the  sentiments  of  those  who  call  themselves  the  Coetus? 

For  all  these  reasons,  the  Deputies  decide  that  not  only  the  Classls  must  now 
persist  in  its  sentiments,  but  that  it  can  In  no  pari  desist  therefrom;  and  that  It 
ought  to  declare  this  to  the  aforesaid  Rev.  Hardenberg.  It  should  also  add  thereto, 
that,  in  case  that  Coetus  wants  to  persevere  on  the  course  heretofore  pursued,  the 
Classls  win  find  itself  compelled  to  break  off  all  correspondence  with  it,  and  to 
abandon  it  to  its  fate.  They  must  attribute  to  themselves  the  blame  for  this, 
when  at  any  time  hereafter,  they  may  experience  the  injurious  consequences  of 
their  separation,  and  not  pretend  that  they  were  not  warned. 

Further,  the  Deputies  submit  for  consideration,  whether  Rev.  Hardenberg  ought 
not  to  be  warned,  that  he  must  not  undertake  to  raise  money  here  for  the  carry- 
ing out  the  plan  of  erecting  an  Academy,  for  he  has  already  begnn  to  gather  in 
the  moneys  secured  by  Rev.  Friellnghuysen,  lest  he  come  into  difficulty  here. 

Finally,  the  Deputies  furnish  some  principal  specimens  from  Rev.  John  Leydt's 
book,  entitled, 

"Tme  Liberty  the  Way  to  Peace."  This  was  published  after  previous  examina- 
tion, according  to  Church  Order,  at  Philadelphia.  Anno  1760.  Therein,  not  only 
«  the  Clatsis,  but  also  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  are  greatly  Insulted  and  traduced. 
The  Classls  is  insulted  and  traduced  on  pages  25  and  26.  A  question  here  arises. 
Also  on  pages  27  and  28  entire;  page  47,  line  3  from  end;  page  48,  line  8;  page  50, 
line  1;  page  52,  line  4;  page  57,  line  8. 

The  Synod  is  insulted  and  traduced,  page  20,  entire,  and  page  80,  the  greater 
part:    "The  Synod  having  been  recently  requested,"  etc. 

They,  the  Deputies,  think  that  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  should  be  informed 
of  the  atfronts  and  revillngs  which  are  directed  against  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam 
tnd  the  said  Synod,  in  this  pamphlet. 

This  Preadvlce  of  the  Deputies  upon  these  three  aforesaid  Articles  was  changed 
Into  a  resolution  of  Classls;  and  It  was  resolved  to  bring  this  report  before  the 
Synod.  In  the  name  of  Classls. 

The  North  Holland  Synod  took  over  this  resolution  of  Classls  with  thanks  and 
complete  approval,  and  adopted  a  resolution  in  very  emphatic  terms,  to  be  fonnd 
la  the  Acta  of  the  Synod  at  Edam,  Anno  1763,  Article  48. 

xxlv.  90-92. 

Extract  From  a  Letter  From  the  Consistory  of  New  York, 
PER  Rev.  Db  Ronde,  Dated  July  20,  1763.  Vou  33,  Page 
69.     No.  339. 

A  letter  from  New  York,  signed,  July  20,  1763,  in  name  of  the 
Consistory  there,  by  Lambertns  de  Eonde,  h.  t.  Praeses.     In  this 
1.  They  declare  that  the  Ninth  Article  of  our  Classical  Meet- 
ingy  held  April  11,  1763,  in  reference  to  their  purpose  of  having 


3878  Ecclesiastical  Records 

ires 

in  their  churcli  a  minister  to  preach  in  the  English  language,  on 
the  same  footing  with  the  Dutch  ministers,  is  exceedingly  agree- 
able to  them.  Also  they  notice  that  we  too,  have  gained  some 
proper  insight  into  their  affairs,  and  that,  therefore,  they  may  be 
in  a  condition  to  maintain  their  lawful  undertakings,  in  opposi- 
tion to  malicious  adversaries,  should  necessity  call  for  it.  In  this 
case  they  would  look  to  us  for  our  (classical)  assistance. 

2.  They  state  that  they  have  heard  that  the  Rev.  Archibald 
Laidlie,  who  is  recommended  to  them,  is  a  person  very  suitable  to 
answer  their  object.  Wherefore  they  have  offered  him  the  call, 
not  doubting  that  it  will  receive  our  (classical)  approval ;  and  that 
since  his  K^v.  will  come  to  them,  as  one  sent  by  the  Rev.  Classis, 
no  further  opposition  will  be  raised. 

They  conclude  with  congratulations. 

Chubch  of  New  York. 

New  York,  July  21.  176S. 
Oonslstory  beld  after  calling  on  God'i  name. 

1.  Report  was  made  bj  the  committee  concerning  Messrs.  Lefferts,  Abraham 
and  Dirk  Bankers,  Bvert  and  Adrian,  Pleter  Clopper,  etc.,  to  whom  the  entire 
proceedings  of  the  consistory  were  read  over.  No  one  of  them  made  any  objec* 
tion;  yet  they  desired  that  the  call,  on  domine  Laidlie  should  not  be  sealed  with 
the  church  seal,  but  only  signed,  according  to  custom.  This,  the  consistory,  after 
consideration,  agreed  to. 

2.  It  was  further  represented  by  the  gentlemen  that,  although  by  the  Eight 
Articles,  the  collection  In  both  services  were  to  be  for  the  church  and  poor  in 
common ;  yet  they  had  nothing  against  applying  the  collection  at  the  EngUsh  senrice 
to  the  support  of  the  English  minister,  if  the  subscription  for  the  same  fell  short. 
This  also  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

8.  The  call  was  signed  by  the  Consistory  and  delivered  over  to  be  immediately 
forwarded. 

Signed  etc., 

Lambertus  De  Ronde,  p.  t.  President. 

Caix  of  Rev.   Abchibaxd  Laxdlie^  the  First  Minister  to 
Preach  in  English^  in  the  Dutch  Church  of  New  York. 

Call  of  the  rerered  and  learned  Mr.  Archibald  Laidlie,  now  minister  in  the 
Reformed  English  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  at  Vlisslngen  In  Zeeland,  by  the  Min- 
isters, Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Congregation  of  Jeens  Christ 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  in  North  America,  as  authorized  by  the  Congregation, 
(being  supported  by  a  sufficient  subscription,)  to  be  the  minister  In  said  Congre- 
gation In  the  English  language :~ 

Be  it  known  to  you,  that  for  some  years  past  three  and  four  (Dutch)  ministers 
hare  satisfactorily  labored  in  our  large  Dutch  congregation,  and,  under  the  Lord's 
blessing,  not  without  fruit,  but  that  now,  only  two  (Dutch)  ministers  are  employed, 
and  probably,  owing  to  the  decay  of  our  Dutch  language  In  this  English  colony, 
there  never  will  be  more:  Therefore,  a  grreat  many  of  our  members,  and  others 
who  originally  belonged  to  us,  have  provided  a  sufficient  support  for  a  minister  In 
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the  AnglUih  tongue,  (agreeably  to  the  conatitntlon  of  the  Netherlandish  Church 
eitabllghed  in  the  National  Synod  at  Dort,  1618  1610)  hare  urged  us  to  proceed: 
Therefore  the  Consistory  felt  themselves  constrained  on  the  6th  of  June,  1763.  to 
rnolve  to  see  if  they  could  find  in  the  Netherlands  some  one  furnished  with  the 
feqnialte  qualifications  to  satisfy  the  desire  of  so  many  in  this  pious  object. 

And  it  has  pleased  the  good  God  in  his  adorable  providence  to  direct  us  to  you, 

Qoknown  to  us  in  person,  yet  well-known,  in  all  that  which  makes  a  minister  of 

the  Gospel  acceptable  to  God  and  useful  to  men,  by  very  excellent  testimonies, 

flTen  by  persons   whose  judgment   we   are   bound   to   respect.     Therefore   on   the 

10th  of  July,  we  came  to  the  resolution  with  great  alacrity,  to  make  a  call  upon 

700,  In  the  hope  and  expectation  that  the  Lord  would  Incline  your  heart  to  accept 

^  same  and  make  your  way  prosperous  to  us,  for  the  advantage  of  Immortal  souls 

Ainong  us,  many  of  whom  wander  as  sheep  without  a  shepherd— that  they  may  be 

Othered  Into  the  fellowship  of  God's  people,  and  obtain  part  in  the  Inheritance  <^ 

^  saints  in  light.     A  great  longing  for  th*ls  appears,  In  that,  although  the  testi- 

"■ionles  concerning  you  have  been  known  only  two  days,  the  cry  is  heard— '*0  Man 

^  Ood,  come  over  and  help  us;  be  our  pastor  and  leader  to  the  fountain  of  living 

*»ter».» 

^hat  is  required  of  you  is,  in  one  word,   (according  to  the  measure  of  grrace 

t^^en    you,  or  which  the  good  God  may  give  you),  to  fulfil  the  whole. duty  of  a 

^ithf^  minister  of  the  Holy  Gospel,  In  teaching  and  ruling,  with  your  colleagues 

**<>  ourselves  now  In  the  service  of  the  congregation,  or  with  those  hereafter  to  be 

Appointed. 

^Q  particular:  Your  service  In  English  Is  limited  to  the  New  Church;  to  preach 
theri^lQ  twice  a  week,  either  both  times  on  Sunday,  or  once  on  Sunday  and  once 
'Q  ttio  week,  according  to  the  pleasure  of  the  Consistory;  of  these  discourses,  one 
niQst:  i>e  on  the  Heidelberg  Catechism,  In  course,  as  usual  in  our  church;  you  are 
•i«o  X.0  administer,  in  turn,  the  Lord's  Supper,  and  hold  the  Preparatory  Service 
^**'<^«'^  it;  you  are  also  to  preach  on  the  so-called  Festivals  Pass,  (Easter),  Pinkster, 
<^*^^ci.8ion  Day,  Christmas,  and  on  the  Days  of  Prayer  and  Thanksgiving  appointed 
^  ^t%«  public  authorities,  according  to  arrangements  made  from  time  to  time;  and 
Al*^    ^o  catechize  (the  children)  In  the  elements  of  the  Reformed  Religion. 

^^^  promise  to  pay  you,  therefor,  £300.  New  Tork  money,  yearly,  in  quarterly 

•o^^^:  for  the  prompt  payment  of  which  we  bind  ourselves  in  qualitate  qua,  and 

^ind^^  the  condition  that  we  shall  provide  that  our  successors  come  under  the  same 

obltfirHtlon,  according  to  the  constant  practice  In  our  congregation  In  reference  to 

tS^    Dutch  (ministers).     This  is  a  stronger  bojad  than  if  we  personally  gave  our 

obll^^tiona;  since  thereby,   in   time,   the  best  portions  of  our  congregation  thus 

hecotne  bound;  and  to  whom  the  subscribers  have  pledged  themselves  by  their 

voluntary  act.     There  is  not,  therefore,  the  least  reason  to  fear  a  failure  In  this 

i^Pect.  so  long  as  you  are  our  minister.     Besides,  there  are  the  fees  of  marriages, 

tmerali,  etc.,  be  the  same  less  or  more. 

Ihe  costs  of  the  call,  shipping  expenses,  assurance  of  goods,  of  course  come  on 
th«  congregation.  The  salary  will  begin  from  the  day  of  approval  of  this  call, 
\fT  the  R«T.  Classia  of  Amsterdam.     The  conclusion  follows. 

To  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam. 
Brteemed  Brethren:— 

The  9th  Article  of  your  meeting,  held  April  11,  1763,  in  reference  to  your  view 
of  our  purpose  to  call  a  minister  In  the  English  tongue,  to  officiate  in  our  congre- 
gation, on  the  same  footing  as  the  Dutch  (ministers),  is  very  acceptable  to  us. 
For  we  perceive  you  have  obtained  some  good  Insight  into  our  affairs;  In  that  we 
have  now  for  a  long  time  been  In  condition  to  maintain  our  just  undertakings,  If 
necessity  should  demand  it  against  malevolent  opposition.  We  hope,  however,  thlg 
will  not  be  necessary.  We  do  not  doubt  that  you  will,  toward  this  result,  con- 
trtbute  everything  that  may  serve  to  maintain  our  cause,  and  that  you  intend 
nothing  else  than  to  help  us  preserve  our  privileges  sacred  and  inviolate. 

We  perceive  from  all  the  circumstances  that  the  Rev.  Archibald  Laldlie  Is 
recommended  to  us  as  a  very  fit  person  to  answer  all  our  alms.  We  have  made 
out  a  call  upon  him,  not  doubting  your  approbation;  nor  that,  when  he  comes  as 
one  sent  by  you,  all  farther  opposition  will  cease  and  that  he  will  come  with  the 
fun  b1— ling  of  the  Oospel. 
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Herewith  we  conclude,  commending  your  persons  and  your  worthy  Assembly  to 
the  protection  of  the  Most  High.     May  you  long  continue  for  the  good  of  this  our 
Zlon,  In  this  remote  part  of  the  world. 
We  subscribe  ourselves  with  esteem, 

Your  servants  and  associates. 

The  Consistory  of  the  Dutch  Congregation  In  New  York. 

Lambertus  De  Ronde,  p.  t.  President. 
Actum  in  our  Consistory 

in  Mew  York,  July  20,  1763. 

Correspondence  From  America. 

The  Opponents  of  Rev.  Archibald  Laidlie  to  the  Classis  of  Amster- 
dam, July  22,  17G3.  An  abstract  in  Vol.  33,  page  65.  No. 
333.     Answer,  134  (334?) 

New  York/  July  22nd,  1763. 
Rey.  Fathers  and  Brethren! 

Rey.  Classis:— 

On  the  26th  of  January  of  this  year,  we  sent  you  a  short  account  of  our  present 
sad  condition  of  affairs;  but  inasmuch  as  we  have  not  learned  from  your  Rey. 
Body,  whether  or  not  you  have  received  our  communication,  we  fear  that  it  has 
not  reached  you.  Our  opponents  [the  lawful  Consistory]  continue  In  their  course 
of  affairs  and  proceedings.  It  has  therefore  been  deemed  necessary  by  some  of  us 
to  forward  to  you  these  few  lines,  humbly  beseeching  your  Rev.  Body,  to  take  our 
affairs  into  consideration.  Our  opponents  may  represent  their  case  as  important, 
and  ours  as  trivial  as  they  please;  but  you  may  rest  assured  that  what  we  pre- 
sented in  our  last  letter  to  you.  Is  true.  It  is  even  very  probable  that  they  have 
represented  our  number  by  the  words— "A  few  who  oppose".  But  be  It  known  to 
you  that  the  number  of  those  who  signed  their  petition  does  not  exceed  one  hun- 
dred and  ten  church-members,  counting  men  and  women.  But  against  theirs,  a 
petition  signed  by  two  hundred  and  twenty-six  members,  including  men  and 
women,  has  been  handed  In  to  the  consistory  beseeching  and  praying,  that  no 
change  or  intermingling  of  languages  be  allowed  in  their  house  of  worship.  Bat 
since  the  majority  of  the  Consistory  sided  with  the  other  party,  no  attention  was 
paid  to  their  earnest  petition. 

Apart  from  this:  The  Rules  or  Church  Regulations  were  offered  for  their  con- 
sideration upon  this  point.  These  ordain  that  wherever  there  are  two  languages, 
each  shall  have  Its  own  consistory,  etc.  But  all  this  was  disregarded  by  them; 
and  they  resolved  by  a  majority  vote,  to  force  upon  us  a  minister  who  should 
preach  In  the  English  language,  and  who  should  be  recognized  as  in  full  fellow- 
ship with  our  other  ministers.  Against  all  this  we.  numbering  one  hundred  and 
eleven  members,  protested;  but  all  in  vain.  We  have  been  Informed  that  our  Con- 
sistory has  extended  a  call  to  Rev.  Archibald  Leadly  (Laidlie),  who  was  recom- 
mended to  them  by  Messrs.  James  Blanchard  and  Winuldus  Budde.  We  have 
also  been  Informed,  although  we  doubt  the  truth  of  the  Information,  that  all  this 
lias  been  done  with  the  unanimous  approbation  of  the  Classis.  We  suspect  that 
the  above  mentioned  gentlemen  little  know  how  we  are  situated.  They  may  also 
rest  assured  that  we  will  protect  our  church  In  Its  doctrine  and  its  language,  as 
far  as  lies  in  our  power;  and  if  the  before  mentioned  Rev.  Leadly  should  come 
over  here,  he  may  rest  assured  that  all  the  evil  consequences  which  will  ensue, 
will  be  charged  to  his  hands. 

Some  sad  consequences  have  already  grown  out  of  this  business.  A  part  of 
these  we  mentioned  in  our  last  letter  to  you.  In  case  that  letter  has  not  reached 
you,  we  are  prepared  to  send  your  Rev.  Body  a  copy  of  It  at  the  shortest  notice. 
Among  other  (evil)  consequences,  there  Is  one  which  In  our  Judgment  Is  unexampled 
in  all  Holland.  We  refer  to  that  lamentable  famlly-vlsltation  which  was  made 
among  us.  In  our  last  letter,  we  mentioned  circumstantially  how  our  last  eiectloo 
was  carried  on,  and  we  will,  therefore,  make  no  further  reference  to  It  now. 
But  from  that  and  other  circumstances.  It  can  be  shown,  that  our  last  consistory 


OF  THE  State  op  New  York.  3881 

1768 

waa  nnlawfiillj  elected.  Becauae  of  this,  some  of  our  members  presented  tbem- 
ielrefl  at  the  Conslstory-rooms  with  a  few  Articles  or  Propositions.  These  had  In 
Tleir,  if  It  were  possible,  the  restoration  of  peace;  bnt,  as  heretofore,  all  was  in 
rain.  They  would  not  even  receive  them  or  hear  them  read.  Finding  then,  that 
nothing  would  move  them  to  renounce  their  determination,  these  members  handed 
In  to  the  Conaistory  a  Protest,  previously  prepared  for  this  purpose.  It  was 
ilgned  by  one  hundred  and  nine  male  members  of  our  congregation.  It  repre- 
aented  to  them  the  illegality  of  their  Acts,  as  also  the  rights  and  privileges 
ffnmted  to  our  Dutch  Church  by  Charter  and  otherwise,  after  which,  the  Pro- 
test closed  with  these  words: — *'We  therefore  again  protest  in  the  name  and 
behalf  of  ourselves  and  others,  against  all  your  proceedings  which  have  reference 
to  wliat  has  already  been  done,  and  to  what  may  yet  be  done  in  that  direction. 
We  pray  tliat  the  God  of  Peace  may  enable  you  by  his  Spirit  to  strive  for  the 
peace  of  God's  house,  that  we  may  all  dwell  together  in  the  tents  of  the  Lord, 
imto  length  of  days,  etc." 

At  the  same  time  they  were  Informed  that  if  they  were  willing  to  allow  matters 
to  stand  as  they  then  stood,  the  Consistory  would  be  acceptable  to  them.  (?)  But 
sad  were  the  consequences  of  this  proposition.  For  in  their  family-visitation, 
which  was  the  first  in  two  years,  they  went  around  among  the  members,  and 
instead  of  inviting  all  who  had  signed  the  Protest  (to  the  Lord's  Supper),  or 
admoniahing  them,  if  necessary,  they  were  only  asked  if  they  recognized  them  as 
the  legal  Consistory?  Those  who  replied  in  the  Negative  were  told  as  follows: 
Td  some,  that  under  the  circumstances,  they  had  no  authority  to  invite  them; 
others,  they  absolutely  prohibited;  to  others,  when  they  said  that  they  had  no  111 
feeling  against  the  Consistory  because  the  Consistory  was  in  favor  of  an  English 
preacher,  while  they  themselves  were  in  favor  of  a  Hollander;  and  upon  this  con- 
cession requested  to  be  invited  to  the  Lord's  Table,  they  were  answered  by  Rev. 
De  Itonde,  "Not  this  time",  etc.  Tet  there  are  those  who  meddled  a  great  deal 
more  with  this  matter,  (against  an  English  preacher)  than  those  referred  to  above, 
who  nevertheless,  were  considered  as  worthy  guests,  and  as  such  were  invited. 

Did  any  one  ever  hear  of  such  a  mode  of  procedure?  Oh!  pitiable  situation; 
Oh!  oppressed  congregation,  we  may  well  exclaim  In  view  of  this.  Whose  heart 
doea  not  chafe  when  he  hears  of  the  humiliation  offered  to  the  Dutch  In  this  city? 
tfid  that  too,  by  our  brothers  and  kinsmen?  Even  Rev.  Rltzema  once  avowed 
that,  rather  than  allow  an  English  minister  to  preach  in  our  (Dutch)  church,  he 
voald  lay  his  head  upon  the  block,  and  say,  "Cut  it  off",  etc.  How  shamefully 
^  bt  broken  this  solemn  promise  of  his  loyalty!  For  what  does  sad  experience 
ttieh?  He  not  only  now  approves  of  this  very  thing,  but  he  himself  draws  up 
■Bd  rigns  the  call.  It  was  resolved  at  the  same  time,  that  whoever  thereafter 
■Md  be  chosen  as  church  officers,  should  be  compelled  to  aobscribe  to  this  con- 
tiaet  bi  reference  to  the  support  of  the  afore  mentioned  English  minister,  before 
te  ooQld  be  Installed  into  his  office.  Who  ever  heard  of  such  an  unscrupulous 
P'oeediire?  "And  if  they  do  these  things  in  a  green  tree,  what  shall  be  done  In 
the  dry**?  We  may  well  ask,  what  has  become  of  the  rights  and  privileges,  of 
the  Dntch  In  this  City?    Oh!  lamentable  situation. 

We  conclude  with  the  kind  wishes  used  by  St.  Paul :  "  Peace  be  to  the  brethren, 
•B4  love,  with  faith  from  God  the  Father,  and  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ."  "  May  the 
M  of  Peace  Himself,  give  you  peace  at  all  times,  and  In  every  circumstance.' 
'^  !■  the  wish  of 

Tour  affectionate  servants, 

Abel  Hardenbrook,  ex-Elder. 
Johannis  Alstyne,  ex-Deacon. 
Petrus  Bogert,  " 

Huibert  Van   Wagenen,  ex-Church-master. 
Jacob  Roome 
Everardus  Brouwer 
Willem  Pearss 
Jacobus  Stoutenbergh 
Ahasuerus  Furck 
Johannes  Roorback 
^^naii  TleboQt  and  Johannes  Tiebout. 

'ohannls  Hardenbrook, 
^0  members  of  the  Ruling  Consistory. 
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Acts  of  the  Synod  of  North  HoLLAin>,  Jttly  26-Airo.  4,  1763. 

Vol.  64. 

Article  4. 
Rev.  Jacob  Rutse  Hardenberg. 

Hereupon  was  allowed  to  come  Id  to  the  Assembly.  Rev.  Jacob  R.  Hardenberg, 
y.  D.  M.,  of  Old  Rarltan,  in  New  Jersey.  In  the  name  of  the  Coetns  of  New 
York,  which  had  provided  his  Rev.  with  proper  credentials,  he  made  a  certain 
request  of  this  High  Rev.  Assembly.  This  was  urged  more  particularly  In  a  letter 
from  said  Coetus. 

The  Investigation  of  this  matter,  was,  with  the  consent  of  their  Honorables, 
put  into  the  hands  of  a  Committee,  consisting  of  Revs.  Van  Roy  en.  Van  Assen, 
Van  Eyken  and  Haussen,  besides  the  Elders,  in  session,  from  Haarlem  and  Bnk- 
huysen.     This  Committee  was  requested  to  serve  this  Assembly  with  its  advice. 

Article  38  ad  36. 

Dismissed,  as  ministers:— To  Camp  and  Rhlnebeck,  in  New  York,  Rev.  Gerardos 
Daniel  Kok  (Cock),  who  had  been  finally  examined  and  ordained  on  Oct.  4,  1762. 

Article  47. 

The  letters  showed  that  the  letters  from  Pennsylvania  came  in  late  this  year. 
They  showed  that  the  Coetus  of  Pennsylvania  met  on  June  30,  1762,  at  New 
Hanover,  Rev.  (Jonathan)  Du  Bols  (of  the  Dutch  Church)  presiding.  And  inasmuch 
as  our  letters  written  to  Pennsylvania  on  April  6,  1761,  and  Feb.  4,  1762— copies 
of  which,  for  safety's  sake  we  had  sent  along  with  Rev.  Alzents  when  he  returned 
thither  In  July,  1762— after  much  wandering  about  had  only  arrived  there  after 
the  Coetus  had  been  held;  a  Committee  was,  therefore,  called,  by  President  Da 
Bols,  at  Germantown.  This  Committee  sent  us  on  Oct.  27,  1762,  the  Acts  of  their 
C3oetus,  and  an  answer  to  our  letters  of  April  6,  1761,  and  Feb.  4,  1762.  Accord- 
ing to  the  oral  report  of  Rev.  Stoy,  the  ship  with  which  the  Acts  of  the  Coetus 
had   previously    been    sent,    had   been    taken   by   the   Spaniards   and   shut   up   at 

Bilboa No  complaints  were  brought  against  Rev.  Du  Bois  of  North  and 

South  Hampton Rev.  Weiss  had  died 

Rev.  Stapel  had  arrived  in  his  church  in  Amwyl,  (Amwell),  N.  J 

Rev.  Rothenbuhler  had  been  called  from  New  York  to  Philadelphia. 

There  was  further  sent  us  a  report  of  the  condition  of  the  church  at  Amwyl. 
(Amwell),  dated  Nov.  6,  1762,  signed  by  minister  and  elder.  In  this  report  it  la 
mentioned  that  this  new  church  covers  as  much  as  30  English  miles  in  dream- 
ference;  that  It  has  60  families  which  gives  something  each  year  for  the  sapport 
of  the  minister  and  the  church.  The  greater  number  however,  had  gone  over  to 
the  English  Church,  so  that  there  were  scarcely  more  than  10  members  left 
together.  The  English  had  taken  a  great  deal  of  trouble  to  make  this  church 
entirely  English.  But  when  Rev.  Stapel  came  everything  had  changed  for  the 
better.  The  church  has  now  already  three  German  schoolmasters,  and  Rev.  Stapel 
has  since  his  arrival,  baptized  64  children  and  administered  the  Lord's  Supper  to 
84  people.  All  this  is  confirmed  by  a  letter,  written  from  Amwyl,  Oct.  29,  1762, 
by  a  Committee  of  elders,  to  the  Deputies  and  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam;  and  also 
by  a  private  letter  from  Rev.  Stapel,  Nov.  28,  1762.  Both  the  church  and  him- 
self request  that  his  wife  and  two  children,  who  remained  behind  at  Meklenbur^, 
be  urged  by  us  to  come  over  to  him.  The  church  offers  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
their  transportation.  In  case  she  refuses,  the  request  Is  made  that  Rev.  Stapel 
be  given  liberty  to  make  a  second  marriage.  They  also  give  reasons,  which  they 
confirmed  by  examples,  to  show  why  it  is  not  good  for  a  minister  in  that  eoantzy 
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to  remain  nnmanied;  or,  being  married  to  live  without  hia  legal  wife.     They  will 
fire  BeT.   Stapel  50  pounds  sterling,  English,  annually,  not  to  serve  as  a  prece- 
dant,  howeyer,  for  his  successors.  Inasmuch  as  it  comes  very  hard  to  them.     With 
Rer.  Stapel  and  his  ministry,  however,  they  declare  themselves  very  well  satisfied. 

Concerning  the  matter  of  Rev.  Btapel's  wife,  the  Deputies  and  Commissioners 
of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  wrote  her  a  hearty  letter  on  April  8,  1763,  exhorting 
her  to  go  with  her  children  to  her  husband  and  their  father,  and  offered  to  pay 
tlie  expenses  of  their  transportation  from  Amsterdam  to  Amwyl.  Up  to  this  time 
BO  angwer  has  been  received.  The  Rev.  Stape!,  of  the  church  at  Amwyl,  has  been 
written  to,  to  the  same  effect,  and  that  nothing  further  could  be  done  by  us  in 
that  matter.  It  was  suggested,  however,  to  Rev.  Stapel,  that  he  ought  to  send  to 
Meklenburg  a  letter  of  attorney,  properly  certified  to  by  the  Coetus  and  his  con- 
ilttory:  also.  If  need  be.  to  obtain,  if  possible,  from  the  government  an  order  to 
compel  his  wife  by  process  of  law,  either  to  follow  him  or  to  separate  from  him. 

Article  48. 
New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  investigate  the  matters  of  the  church  of  New  York, 
Tcported  to  the  Rev.  Church  Assembly  as  follows:  That  they  had  read  the  docu- 
meott  which  the  Rev.  Johannes  de  Lange,  Deputy  Extraordinary  on  this  matter 
tnm  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  had  put  into  their  hands;  and  that,  after  having 
glTen  account  of  their  transactions  In  this  committee,  they  have  the  honor  to  serve 
thli  Synod  with  the  following  advice:— 

1.  In  the  matter  touching  the  proposition  of  those  who  still  call  themselves 
the  Coetus. 

t  They  were  informed,  in  the  name  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  in  accord- 
•Me  with  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  Classis,  Oct.  4,  1762  Art  6,  of  the  outrage 
tod  Mom  put  upon  the  Classis  and  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  by  John  Leydt, 
vUaitter  at  New  Brunswick  in  New  Tork  (New  Jersey),  In  a  pamphlet  entitled— 
"True  Liberty  the  Way  to  Peace,"  published  at  Philadelphia  In  1760.  Examined, 
**  It  was,  according  to  Church  Order,  a  few  leading  specimens  had  been  read  to 
^ta  out  of  the  many  which  the  Rev.  Classis  lays  before  the  Rev.  Synod.  They 
WtTo  it  entirely  to  the  judgment  of  the  Synod. 

2.  There  was  also  read  to  them  the  advice  of  the  Deputies  on  Foreign  Affairs, 
of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  on  the  matter  of  Rev.  Jacob  Rutse  Hardenberg, 
iBliUtter  at  Old  Rarttan  in  New  Netherland.  Their  advice  In  the  main  comes  to 
^:  that  the  said  Rev.  Hardenberg  appeared  before  the  Deputies  on  Foreign 
^tln,  as  subsequently  also  he  appeared  in  the  Classis  preceding  the  Synod,  com- 
iBlitloned  by  a  letter  from  those  ministers  who  are  still  calling  themselves  the 
^ot,  signed  by  Samuel  Verbryck,  president,  and  John  Leydt.  scribe,  ministers 
"tipeetively  at  Tappan  and  New  Brunswick.  By  virtue  of  the  commission  men- 
ded, lie  had  proposed  to  them  the  question,  Whether  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam 
*^t  not  agree  to  change  the  New  Tork  Coetus  into  a  Classis,  with  power  to 
tiiBiine  candidates  and  ordain  ministers  in  that  country;  and  whether  It  might 
^  advise  the  Oonferentie  Assembly  to  favor  a  change  of  the  Coetus  into  a 
^^It,  pretending  that  this  would  be  tho  best  menns  to  make  an  end  of  all  the 
'Options  and  divisions  there,  and  to  unite  the  ministers  and  consistories  in  that 
•wmtry  in  one  body. 

The  Deputies,  after  seriously  considering  this  proposition,  came  to  the  conclu- 
^  that  the  above  mentioned  request  could  in  no  wise  be  granted:  because  this 
*■•  to  already  a  Res  Judicata;  for  the  project,  formed  by  certain  ones  in  New 
^ork  far  changing  the  Coetus  into  a  Classis,  and  also  for  establishing  there  an 
^demy.  had  been  rejected  both  by  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  in  two  forcible 
••tten,  the  one  of  Dec.  9.  1755,  signed  by  Revs.  W.  Peiffers,  President  and  B. 
'•kfltte.  Scribe;  the  other  of  April  5,  1756,  signed  by  Revs.  R.  Schutte,  President, 
•>»*  J.  Boskoop,  Scribe;  and  also  by  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  which  strongly 
'^nned  the  decision  of  the  Classis  in  1756  and  1757;  also  because  no  change  for 
^  better  haa  since  occurred,  which  might  move  the  Classis  to  change  Its  mind; 
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on  the  contrary,  matters  have  become  yery  mach  worse,  and  the  disruption  anit 
division  have  rather  increased,  and  the  bitterness  between  the  two  parties  has 
become  greater.  Indeed  the  matter  has  gone  so  far,  that  Rev.  Leydt  has  not 
hesitated.  In  public  print,  by  his  pamphlet  before  mentioned,  to  treat  most  shame- 
fully and  most  painfully  to  Injure  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam  and  the  Synod  of 
North  Holland.  He  also  maintains  therein,  In  every  way,  that  the  Coetus  has 
the  right  of  ordination,  and  alms  thereby  to  detroy  all  subordination  to  the 
Classls,  and  on  the  other  band,  to  Introduce  a  complete  independence.  To  oppose 
this  pamphlet,  the  Conferentle  Assembly  has  published  an  answer.  In  which  it  not 
only  takes  ground  contrary  to  Leydt,  but  also  ascribes  the  right  of  examination 
and  ordination  for  that  (American)  church  to  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam  alone.  It 
also  declares  Itself  perfectly  satisfied  to  remain  subordinate  to  the  Classls  of 
Amsterdam,  and  requests  in  a  letter,  that  the  Classls  would  give  a  final  decision 
In  this  matter;  other^'lse  they  would  be  necessitated  to  address  themselves 
directly  to  the  Synod. 

The  Classls  after  mature  deliberation  on  that  matter,  had  come  to  a  conclusion. 
She  Instructed  her  Deputies  to  communicate  the  same,  by  two  letters,  one  to  the 
Conferentle  Assembly  and  one  to  those  who  call  themselves  the  Coetus.  The  Depu- 
ties had  followed  up  this  instruction,  and  in  both  letters  set  forth,  in  detail,  that 
the  Classls  of  Amsterdam  alone  has  the  right  of  promotion  (examination  and  ordi- 
nation) for  the  New  York  churches,  and  that  those  churches,  as  also  the  Coetus* 
are  legally  subordinate  to  It. 

This  is  proved  from  the  old  "constitution*'  of  that  region,  when  It  was  yet  lab- 
ject  to  the  West  India  Company.  Then,  like  all  other  colonies  of  that  Company* 
it  was  subordinate  to  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam  and  received  from  it  Its  minis- 
ters :~Also  from  the  status  In  which  that  region  continued,  after  it  had  come 
under  the  power  of  Great  Britain;  for  at  that  transfer  of  that  region,  Sept.  8, 
1664,  the  following  was  expressly  stipulated  and  agreed:  Art.  8:  "The  Dnteb 
here  shall  retain  and  enjoy  their  liberty  of  conslence  in  Religion  and  Church  Disci- 
plin."  Art  12:  "All  public  documents,  and  proofs  relating  to  private  legacies, 
or  to  Church  Government,  to  the  Diaconate  or  Orphans*  Court,  shall  be  carefully 
preserved  by  those  in  whose  keeping  they  are.*'  On  this  same  status  this  region 
continued,  by  virtue  of  the  definite  Peace  Treaty  between  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  States  General  in  1667,  Art.  9.— Also  from  the  Fundamental 
Articles  upon  which  the  Coetus  was  first  allowed  and  organised.  These  expressly 
stipulated  that  it  should  remain  subordinate  to  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam:  Also 
from  the  constant  practice  and  acknowledgement  even  of  those  of  New  York,  con- 
firmed by  the  action  of  the  Synod  in  1756,  1757,  1758. 

For  all  these  reasons  the  Deputies  decide  (salvo  meliorl)  that  the  Classls,  not 
only  must  now  abide  by  its  former  opinion,  but  also  neither  can  nor  may,  at  any 
time,  depart  from  it;  and  that  it  ought  to  explain  this  to  Rev.  Hardenberg;  and 
also  to  add  that.  In  case  those  of  the  Coetus  wanted  to  go  on  in  the  way  already 
taken,  the  Classls  will  find  Itself  necessitated  to  break  ofT  all  correspondence  with 
them  and  to  leave  them  to  themselves.  Should  they  experience  at  any  time  the 
Injurious  consequences  of  their  separation,  they  would  have  themselves  to  blame, 
and  would  not  be  able  to  pretend  that  they  had  not  been  warned.  This  advice 
the  Classls  of  Amsterdam  had  by  a  unanimous  vote  accepted  and  adopted. 

The  committee  on  this  business  then  read  a  letter,  under  date  of  June  8,  1763, 
written  by  Rev.  John  Rltzema,  minister  at  New  York,  in  the  name  also  of  his 
colleague,  de  Ronde,  and  of  two  other  ministers,  Van  Slnderen  and  Rubel.  The 
other  members  of  the  Conferentle  Assembly  had  not  been  notified  on  account  of 
the  great  distance  of  the  localities  and  the  shortness  of  the  time.  In  this  letter 
they  make  known  that,  on  June  5th  (1768)  they  received  the  letters  sent  them  by 
the  Classls.  and  that  on  the  7th  they  read  the  same.  They  thank  the  Classls  for 
the  advice  given  in  the  matter  under  dispute.  Their  opinion  is  that  the  Itev. 
Assembly  took  the  matter  In  its  vital  spot,  and  thus  opened  up  the  way  for  the 
removal  of  all  differences.  They  declare:  "We  desire  not  a  yoke  of  human  servi- 
tude, but  only  the  maintenance  of  that  good  order  in  accordance  with  divine  and 
human  laws,  to  which  we  have  obliged  and  bound  ourselves;  and  If  It  pleases  the 
Rev.  Classls.  as  a  High  Assembly,  to  which  we  arc  most  nearly  subordinated,  to 
hold  us  in  that  relationship,  it  may  be  assured,  not  only  of  our  unswerving  adher- 
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«]ie«,  but  also  of  tlie  beneficial  results  which  will  flow  forth  therefrom  for  the 
ehmelMs  In  these  regions.     "  They  conclude  with  congratulations." 

rnrther:  The  Committee  examined  the  letter  brought  by  Rev.  Hardenberg,  and 
hy  blm  presented  to  this  High  Church  Assembly.  The  letter  contains  a  proposi- 
don  that  the  Rev.  Coetus,  either  under  the  name  of  Coetus»  or  under  the  name  of 
Classls.  corresponding  and  advising  with  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  be  ecclesi- 
tstlcally  subordinated  to  the  Rev.  Synod  of  North  Holland  in  the  following  man- 
ner: that  the  Coetus  shall  have  the  right  of  Appeal  and  other  privileges.  Just  as 
other  bodies  of  the  Rev.  Synod,  so  far  as  the  circumstances  of  our  great  remote- 
seas,  and  the  condition  of  our  belonging  to  another  Civil  Power,  will  allow;  or 
possibly  until  the  time  when  the  Lord  may  have  so  extended  this  newly  planted 
Tlneyard  of  His  In  those  regions  that  a  Synodical  Assembly  will  necessarily  have 
to  be  organised. 

From   that  letter  the  committee  it  can   most  clearly  see  the  aim,    which  has 

hmg  l>een  feared,  and  which  the  members  of  the  so-called  Coetus  nurture  in  their 

bosoms:   namely,   that  of  withdrawing  themselves  gradually  from   time  to  time, 

Irom  the  subordinate  relation  in  which  they  stand,  both  to  this  Synod,  in  general 

and  to  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam  in  particular,  and  of  becoming  wholly  independent 

In  the  end.     The  committee  cannot  see  that  the  reasons  given  in  the  letter  for  a 

dasis  deserve  any  consideration  whatever.     At  this  point  Rev.  Jacob  Rutse  Har- 

desberg  came  In,  and  was  asked  certain  questions  about  different  things:  but  he 

was  not  able   to  persuade  the  Committee  to  consent  to  his  request.     They  are, 

mIto  meliori,  therefore,  of  opinion:— 

That  the  resolution  of  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  ought  to  be  accepted  and 
adopted  by  the  Synod,  and  Rev.  de  Lange  thanked  for  bis  drawing  it  up. 

That  Rev.  (Jacob)  Rutse  Hardenberg  ought  to  be  given  to  understand  how 
iBdlpant  this  High  Church  Assembly  is,  about  the  outrage  and  reproach  which 
B«T.  Leydt  has  put  upon  this  Synod,  as  also  upon  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  in 
noie  ways  than  one,  in  his  pamphlet,  published  by  him,  and  that,  after  previous 
eamlnation,  according  to  Church  Order. 
That  the  request  made  by  Rev.  (Jacob)  Rutse  Hardenberg  must  be  refused. 
The  8ynod,  after  mature  deliberation  on  this  weighty  and  far-reaching  business, 
and  upon  explanations  made  by  their  Hon.  Mightinesses,  agreed  to  accept,  with 
tbanka  for  their  trouble  and  careful  attention,  the  advice  of  the  committee  on  this 
Bitter,  and  to  adopt  the  same.  The  President  was  requested,  in  the  name  of  this 
High  Church  Assembly,  to  make  known  to  the  commissioner  here  present,  of  the 
•o^lled  Coetus,  this,  its  action,  in  emphatic  terms,  and  to  give  him  to  understand- 
That  the  request,  made  by  letter  by  those  of  the  Coetus  belonging  to  this  Synod, 
*••  Itrgely  proceeded  from  Ignorance  of  the  real  constitution  of  Ecclesiastical 
■Aiiemblies,  both  Classical  and  Synodical.  in  this  country;  that  these  are  insepur- 
*bly  connected  with  the  government  of  this  county.  That  the  Coetus  of  New 
York,  therefore,  belonging,  as  it  does,  to  another  (Civil)  Government,  can  never, 
ao  nerer,  as  a  whole  or  in  part,  be  a  (constituent)  member  of  this  Synod.  That 
thli  Synod  feels  extremely  indignant  over  the  outrage  and  reproach  put  upon  it,  as 
^  npon  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  by  John  Leydt.  in  more  respects  than  one  In 
the  pamphlet  published  by  him,  after  previous  examination  according  to  Church 
Older;  that  those  who  call  themselves  that  Coetus  have  thus  made  themselves 
Wllty  of  detestable  ingratitude  toward  their  Benefactor,  who  has  labored  so  long 
^  their  well-being,  and  taken  so  much  trouble  for  the  welfare  of  the  churches  of 
^•w  York;  and  that  by  acting  thus,  and  persevering  therein,  they  are  giving  just 
^Qte  to  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam  and  to  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  to  withdraw 
^^selves  entirely  from  them,  and  to  break  off  all  correspondence  with  them, 
'''▼ertheless,  they  are  still  earnestly  exhorted  to  consider  well  what  Injurious  and 
'''taona  consequences  must  follow  therefrom,  to  the  loss,  the  confusion,  the  dls- 
foption  and  the  destruction  of  that  church.  For  this  they  will  have  themselves 
to  blame.  And  If  they  should  cut  themselves  wholly  loose  from  the  Nctherland 
cliOfches,  they  may  regret  it  when  it  Is  too  late;  while  now  once  again  the  Synod 
litres  tliat.  If  they  will  keep  themselves  properly  subordinate  to  the  Classis  of 
^Btterdam,  and  through  It  to  this  High  Church  Assembly,  It,  as  well  as  the 
^ils  of  Amsterdam,  will.  In  spite  of  all  that  has  occurred,  remain  disposed  to 
••hploy  all  endeavors  that  can  be  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  the  New  York 
lurches.  To  that  end.  It  exhorts  them  once  again  to  lay  aside  all  hatred  and 
*^Ity,  and  in  love  to  unite  themselves  all  in  one  body. 


1768 


3886  EccLBSiASTiCAii  Bbcords 

All  of  tbiB  waB  by  the  president  made  known  to  Rev.  Hardenberg  In  emphatle 
terms.  There  was  given  him  a  copy  of  this  Action;  similar  cc^les  are  to  be  sent 
to  the  so-called  Coetus  and  the  Conferentle  Assembly. 

II.  Furthermore,  the  committee  had  considered  also  the  letter  delivered  to  this 
Synod,  In  the  name  of  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  written  by  Rev.  John  Rltzema 
to  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  on  Nov.  8,  1759.  It  was  sent  to  some  one— It  not 
being  known  to  whom— then  returned  to  him;  and  It  Is  now  sent  back  by  him,  with 
a  postscript  under  date  of  Nov.  21,  1762. 

The  committee  has  noticed  from  this  letter  that  It  relates  to  an  accnsatloii, 
brought  by  Rev.  Leydt  against  Rev.  Rltzema.  This  was  done  first,  orally,  and 
afterward  in  public  print,  in  a  second  pamphlet,  published  by  the  same  Leydt, 
under  the  title,  Defense  of  "True  Liberty  the  Way  to  Peace,"  at  Philadelphia, 
1762.  It  was  intimated  that  Rev.  Rltzema  did  not  act  in  good  faith,  because  be 
now  denies  utterly  the  right  of  examination  and  ordination  through  the  Coetot, 
whereas  he  had  himself  previously  requested  that  the  right  of  promotion  might  be 
given  to  him  and  a  few  others,  first  by  the  Classls,  then  by  the  Coetus,  and  finally 
by  the  Synod  of  North  Holland.  This  appears  from  the  Synodlcal  Acts  of  the 
year  1757.  In  these,  two  letters  stand  recorded;  one  from  the  Coneistory  at 
Saugertles,  requesting  that  a  few  of  the  ministers  who  had  been  sent  over  there 
from  Holland,  might  be  authorized  to  examine  and  ordain  a  certain  Van  der  Swan 
whom  that  consistory  was  said  to  have  called ;  the  other  from  Rev.  Rltzema,  ar^ 
ing  this  request.  And  yet  that  Consistory  has  now  declared  that  it  never  made 
such  a  call  and  does  not  even  know  such  a  man;  and  Rev.  Rltzema  also  does  not 
seem  to  know  anything  of  such  a  call,  or  of  his  making  such  a  request.  About 
this.  Rev.  Leydt  says  in  that  pamphlet;  '*  However,  there  Is  no  reason  to  snppoae 
that  this  Is  a  thing  gotten  up  in  Holland.  At  any  rate,  whatever  Its  lurking 
place,  there  that  matter  still  lies.  They  are  bound  to  clear  it  up,  or  else  they 
must  own  up."  Rev.  Rltzema  declares  in  his  letter  to  the  Synod,  that  he  never 
wrote  a  letter  containing  such  a  request,  and  asks  to  be  cleared  of  the  Imputa- 
tion. He  does  acknowledge  to  have  written  a  letter  to  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam— 
a  copy  of  which,  with  the  answer  of  the  Classls  to  it,  he  herewith  sends— request- 
ing that  he  might  be  allowed  to  promote  the  said  Van  der  Swan  as  a  candidate, 
and  nothing  more;  and  declares  that,  if  a  letter  has  been  written  in  his  name  to 
the  Synod,  it  must  have  been  forged— written  by  another,  never  by  himself. 

At  the  request  of  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  Deputy  Van  Eyken  had  searched 
for  those  letters  in  the  Synodlcal  chest,  had  found  them  and  sent  them  to  the 
Classls  of  Amsterdam.  With  these  letters  now  again  in  its  hands,  the  committee 
found  that  such  a  call  from  the  Consistory  of  Saugertles,  or  at  any  rate  In  Its 
name,  had  come  before  the  Synod  In  1757;  and  so  it  must  conclude  that  that  call 
is  a  forgery,  or  that  that  consistory's  denial  of  having  written  it  is  contrary  to 
the  truth. 

A  letter  was  also  found  bearing  the  name  of  Rev.  Rltzema,  containing  such  a 
request  as  is  obove  mentioned.  Rut  by  comparing  that  letter  with  other  letters 
of  Uev.  Ritzema  in  his  own  hand-writing,  it  can  be  clearly  seen  that  it  was  not 
written  by  him.  The  contents  also  of  this  letter  differ  greatly  from  what  Rev. 
Rltzema  had  in  his  letter  written  to  the  Classls  about  that  person.  Moreover, 
from  the  style,  from  the  spelling,  so  different  to  that  of  Rev.  Ritzema,  and  from 
the  many  grammatical  errors,  one  can  very  clearly  discover  that  that  letter  conid 
not  have  been  written  by  a  linguist  like  Rev.  Ritzema.  It  therefore  looks  to  the 
committee,  as  It  does  to  the  Clnpsis,  that  that  letter  was  fnlscly  written  in  Rev. 
Ritzema's  name,  and  the  committee  Is,  salvo  meliorl,  of  opinion  that  Rev.  Rltzema 
ought  to  be  cleared  in  this  matter  nnd  receive  every  possible  satisfaction.  With 
the  ('lassls,  they  are  also  of  opinion  that  his  Rev.  should  be  informed  of  this  IDnd- 
ing;  and  that,  at  the  expense  of  the  Synod,  notarial  copies  ought  to  be  made  of 
those  two  letters,  and  the  originals  sent  to  his  Rev.,  in  order  that  he  may  use 
them  as  he  pleases  in  ferreting  out  this  fraud  over  there  in  a  proper  way. 

See  Acts  of  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  xiv.  10. 
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Rbverend  Db.  Samuel  Johnson  to  Archbishop  Seckeb, 

Stratford,  August  10.  1763. 
May  It  pleaae  Your  Qraee, 

Mr.  Beache'B  Book  came  to  me  in  the  weight  of  my  trouble,  otherwise  (haring 
Us  Leave)   I  should   have  expunged  and  altered  several  things.     1   hope  it  may 
inswer  some  good  ends.— He  seems  to  have  now  fewer  complaints  than  he  has  had 
these  ISO  years.     The  Author  of  that  ugly  piece  is  not  yet  known,  tho'  he  is  doubt- 
less Id  this  Country.     Indeed  all  deny  it  and  seem  ashamed  of  it,  but  I  believe 
most  of  them  had  some  hand  in  it.     It  could  not  be  Mayhew  for  he  is  censured 
la  it    But  be  has  done  a  worse  thing:  my  Answer  to  which,  if  Your  Grace  should 
think  fit  to  order  it  to  be  published,  or  anything  else  relating  to  it.  perhaps  it 
might  be  weli  Dr.  Barclay's  defence  against  Smith  should  be  published  with  it. 
I  question  whether  any  Reply  will  be  made  to  Mr.  Beach.     Mr.  Apthorpe,  (to  whom 
I  tent  a  Copy  of  Mr.  Beache's  answer,   to  transmit  to  Your  Grace)  is  indeed  a 
ftrj  worthy   and   accomplished   young   Gentleman,    and   I    hope   will   be  a   good 
writer  in  the  cause  of  Religion,  but  he  does  not  seem  yet  enough  used  to  writing, 
and  Is  so  averse  to  controversy,  that  it  may  be  doubted  whether  he  is  very  suit- 
able to  engage  with  such  Antagonists  as  these.     He  utterly  declines  any  Reply  to 
Mtjkew.  but  would  be  glad  to  have  mine  printed.     I  have  Just  heard  Mr.  Brown 
of  Portsmouth  has  published  a  Reply,  whom  with  Aplln,  I  see  in  a  Newspaper,  he 
tietts  with   the   most  haughty  contempt.     Most  Dissenters.   I   believe,   do   by  no 
Betns  apprOTe  of  him. 

Now  must  be  the  time  if  ever,  to  be  in  earnest  for  Bishops,  and  I  trust  all  that 
to  possible  will  be  done  to  gain  that  point.  The  Dissenters  also,  and  our  News- 
Ptpen.  are  full  of  the  talk:  and  indeed  they  know  the  thing  is  so  reasonable,  that 
we  iboQld  and  ought  to  be  compleat  in  onr  kind,  as  well  as  they  in  theirs,  that 
BUT  ieem  to  expect  nothing  else:  and  I  believe  if  it  was  once  done,  they  would 
fraenlly.  soon  be  easy  enough.  And  I  earnestly  wish  your  Grace  pray  God  to 
blm  your  endeavors.— They  have  one  story  here  among  them  which  may  possibly 
ktfe  iome  truth  in  it.  It  is  said  Dr.  Chandler  was  asked  by  somebody  from  the 
Mlfiistry,  Whether,  if  a  Bishop  were  established  at  Quebec,  without  any  jnrlsdic- 
tloii  thit  should  relate  to  the  Dissenters,  they  would  have  any  objection  to  it? 
tad  that  he  answered,  none  at  all.— And  indeed  I  cannot  conceive  why  they  should. 
Kow  we  should  be  very  glad  of  such  an  one  rather  than  none  who  might  visit  us 
^Mce  in  4  or  5  years.*  And  I  suppose  there  is  already  provision  made  for  one 
tbere,  now  come  into  our  hand»;  and  if  he  had  some  good  Missionaries  with  him 
t^  the  Government,   he  might  do   much  good   in  converting  both  papists  and 

IMiABS. 

At  to  myself,  I  am  very  happy  here  as  I  am,  only  as  I  have  never,  for  almost 
^  7ttrs  been  without  some  public  charge  or  other,  it  seems  somewhat  strange 
■•w  to  be  without  one.  However  I  hope  I  may  live  here  to  some  good  purpose, 
^  tflrecting  Candidates  and  others  to  their  studios,  and  preaching  frequently  for 
^T.  Wlnslow.  and  so  enable  him  often  to  preach  at  destitute  places.— I  hope  also. 
^Qfb  at  this  distance  to  be  of  some  use  to  the  Colle^i^o.- 1  am  much  obliged  to 
^f.  Cooper  for  the  kind  Report  he  made  of  nie  to  Your  Graoc,  so  long  as  provi- 
^•Bce  permitted  us  to  be  together,  (r*  or  6  months)  he  was  with  me  as  a  son  with 
•  fttber,  and  has  since,  in  a  vacation,  spent  a  week  with  me  here,  besIdM  many 
'^^n  passing  between  us:  on  all  which  occasions,  I  have  suggested  everything 
I  €oold  think  of  that  mlpht  bp  of  use,  which  he  has  readily  received  with  th*e  beet 
•*>^  will:  and  I  have  the  great  pleasure  to  inform  Y^our  Grace  from  Dr.  Barclay 
••d  Mr,  Anchmuty,  that  his  conduct  since  I  left  them  has  been  prudent  faithful 
Wi  diligent,  and  very  acceptable  both  to  the  Governors  people  and  Scholars:  and 
^  hive  now  at  last  established  a  good  Grammar  School,  for  want  of  which 
^  College  has  much  suffered;  and  the  Govemours  are  more  in  earnest  than  they 
**^«  ever  been  since  Mr.  Nicoll's  Death.— So  that  I  hope  the  College  will  not 
•■fftr  by  my  leaving  it,  but  rather  flourish  better  than  ever  It  has  done,  and  that 
^  *1U  be  a  great  blessing  to  it— I  own  I  much  doubted,  being  so  young,  how  his 
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patience  would  hold  out.  In  the  Service  of  Qentlemen,  most  of  whom  care  for 
little  else  but  their  Qaln  and  pleasnre,  and  are  otter  strangers  to  learning  and 
Colleges:  bat  I  hope  he  will  never  meet  with  snch  severe  trials  of  patience  as  I 
have  had. 

Since  I  have  been  here,  I  have  found  everything  the  reverse  of  what  that  wicked 
pamphlet  describee,  both  In  Ministers  and  people.  At  the  request  of  the  Clergy, 
I  attended  and  preached  to  them,  and  a  large  concourse  of  people,  at  their  Con- 
vention In  June.  Bverythlng  was  truly  amiable  and  pleasing,  and  I  must  report 
them  a  worthy  set  of  faithful  and  conscientious  Clergymen,  (and  several  worthy 
Lay-Gentlemen  from  various  distant  parts  were  among  us.)  tho'  much  learning 
cannot  be  expected  In  their  low  and  laborious  circumstances.  I  discoursed  with 
them  freely  on  many  points,  and  among  others  on  the  very  subject  Your  Qrace 
mentions  in  the  close  of  your  Letter,  the  necessity  of  using  exactness  and  much 
Care  and  Caution  In  writing  their  Letters,  which  I  shall  further  Inculcate.— On 
this  occasion.  My  Lord,  give  me  leave  to  observe  to  you,  that  neither  have  the 
abstracts,  heretofore,  been  always  made  with  sufficient  care  and  caution:  things 
of  no  use  have  been  Inserted,  and  even  figures  have  sometimes  been  mistaken  or 
misprinted.  But  I  will  not  enlarge,  only,  that,  humbly  begging  Your  Qraoe^t 
prayers  and  blessing,  I  remain,  with  the  greatest  regard. 

My  Lord, 

Your  Grace's  most  obliged  and  most  dutiful  and 
most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

(Signed)  Samu^  Johnson. 

—Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  Vol.  vll.  pp.  S86-58S. 


Acts  of  the  Cij^^ssis  of  Amsterdam. 

About  New  York. 

1763,  Sept.  6th.  Art  6  ad  Arts.  6,  6  &  7  of  the  Regular 
Meeting  of  July  18,  1763.  Eev.  de  Lange  and  the  other  dele- 
gates ad  Sjnodum,  held  at  Edam,  reported  the  resolution  of  that 
Synod  as  to  the  request  of  the  Coetus  of  New  Yoi'k.  They  also 
presented  other  matters  as  well  as  the  above  mentioned  resolu- 
tion. This  resolution  is  to  be  found  in  the  Synodical  Acta  of 
this  year,  (1763).  The  Deputies  were  heartily  thanked  for  their 
report,    xiii.  373. 

Lettees. 

1763,  Sept.  6th.  Art.  7.  The  Eev.  Deputati  ad  res  Exteras 
read  a  letter  from  the  Consistory  at  Colombo,  of  January  28, 
1763;  one  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  of  February  18th;  one 
from  Paramaribo,  of  February  9th ;  and  one  from  New  York,  of 
June  8th  this  same  year,  in  which  is  reported  the  state  of  these 
churches,     xiii.  373. 
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Call  op  Rev.  A.  Leadly  (Laidlib)  to  New  York. 

1763,  Sept.  5th.     Art.  8  ad  Art.  9  of  the  Regular  Meeting  of 
April  11,  1763.    The  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  hand  in  an  in- 
stmnient  of  a  call  by  the  Consistory  of  New  York,  dated  July  21, 
1763,  made  out  upon  Rev.  Archibald  Leadly  (Laidlie),  minister 
of  the  English  church  at  Flushing,  (Zeeland)  to  exercise  the  fimc- 
tions  of  the  sacred  office  in  the  English  language  at  New  York. 
Against  this  call,  in  a  letter  of  July  22,  1763,  written  to  the 
Deputies,  two  members  of  the  consistory  and  many  members  of 
the  church  protest.     It  was  resolved  that  knowledge  of  this  pro- 
test shall  be  given  to  the  party  called,  by  the  English  ministers  of 
this  city  (Amsterdam).     This  Assembly,  however,  will  approve 
this  call,  if  he  (Mr.  Laidlie)  himself  accepts  it  and  appears  in  this 
Assembly,  notwithstanding  this  protest.    A  friendly  letter  shall 
he  written  by  the  Deputies  ad  res  Exteras  to  these  protesting 
parties,  to  seek  to  induce  them  to  waive  their  protest,  and  to 
present  to  them  the  reasons  why  the  Classis  judges  it  to  be  expedi- 
ent to  appoint  a  minister  for  that  church  to  preach  in  the  English 
language,     xiii.  373. 

Akchbishop  Seckek  to  Reverend  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson. 

Lambeth.  Sept.  28,  1763. 
Oood  Dr.  Johnson: 

I  betrtlly  thank  yon  for  yonr  letter  of  August  10  particularly  for  the  Concern 
which  you  express  about  my  health.  It  is  frequently  disordered;  but  I  can  for  the 
B'^xt  part  pay  some  attention  to  Business.  When  I  fall,  as  I  am  now  within  a  few 
^71  of  seventy,  an  abler  person  In  all  respects,  I  hope  will  succeed  me.  Mr. 
^ches  book  is  not  come  to  my  hands:  I  wish  It  had  recclTed  your  corrections. 
I  sm  IB  desirous  that  your  answer  to  Dr.  Mayhew  should  be  published,  as  I  can 
^  without  having  seen  it:  because  I  dare  say  It  is  written  with  the  temper,  which 
I  told  yon  I  wished  Mr.  Beach  might  preserve.  But  indeed  I  fear  the  world  will 
think  we  have  settled  too  many  Missions  in  New  England  and  New  York:  and 
therefore  it  may  be  best,  not  absolutely  to  Justifle,  but  to  excuse  ourselves  In  that 
'**P«'t,  as  prevailed  on  by  Intreatles  hard  to  be  resisted,  as  having  rejected  many 
'PPlioatlons  and  resolved  to  be  hereafter  more  sparing  in  the  admission  of  them; 
^''•teid  of  making  it  our  business  to  episcopize  New  England,  as  Dr.  Mayhew 
•*Pfw»e«  himself.  Our  adversaries  may  be  asked,  whether  they  have  not  made 
••  Jreat  mistakes  in  some  points  as  we  In  this:  and  whether  bitter  Invectives 
•^^tast  Them  would  not  be  unchristian.  There  was  a  company  Incorporated  by 
^'-  Q.  in  Ittfll  for  propagating  the  Gospel  amongst  the  Heathen  Natives  of  New 
™Kland  and  the  adjacent  parts:  which  still  snbslRtR,  and  the  affairs  of  it  are  man- 
■W  by  the  Dissenters.  Queen  Anne  in  1709  Incorporated  the  Society  for  propa- 
JJtinj  Christian  knowledge;  and  empowered  them  to  propagate  It  not  only  there, 
^"^  In  popish  and  infidel  parts  of  the  world.  Accordingly  they  had  correspondents 
^^  Itiisionarles  In  New  England  above  30  years  ago;  and  in  Long  Island.  Pennsyl- 
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vanla,  North  Carolina  and  Georgia  above  20  years  ago:  and  probably  they  have 
•till.  It  may  be  useful  to  enquire,  whether  these  two  Societies  have  observed 
their  Charters  better  than  ours  hath.  If  not,  their  friends  should  think  and  speak 
mildly  of  us.  The  new  projected  Society  at  Boston  is  about  sinking  itself  Into  the 
latter  of  these,  as  I  am  Informed.  I  know  nothing  of  Dr.  Barclay's  defence 
against  Smith,  nor  of  Aplin.  Possibly  this  last  word  was  a  slip  of  your  pen,  for 
Apthorpe. 

What  will  be  done  about  Bishops,  I  cannot  guess.  Application  for  them  was 
made  to  Lord  Egremont,  who  promised  to  consult  with  the  other  ministers,  but 
died  without  making  any  Report  from  them.  His  Successor,  Lord  Halifax,  Is  a 
friend  to  the  scheme;  but  I  doubt,  whether  in  the  present  weak  state  of  the  min- 
istry he  will  dare  to  meddle  with  what  will  certainly  raise  opposition.  I  belieTe 
very  little  is  done  or  doing  yet  towards  the  settlement  of  America:  and  I  know  not, 
what  Disposition  will  be  made  of  the  Lands  belonging  to  the  Popish  Clergy  In  the 
conquered  provinces.  I  am  very  glad  to  hear,  that  the  money  is  paid  to  Mr. 
Charlton.  I  have  heard  nothing  of  any  Design  of  a  Doctor's  Degree  for  Mr.  Chandler, 
but  from  You.  If  any  person  here  is  engaged  in  it,  I  should  know,  that  we  may 
act  in  Concert.  But  I  think  we  should  have  a  more  formal  recommendation  of  him 
from  you  and  Dr.  Barclay,  and  any  other  principal  persons.  Clergy  or  Laity,  that 
we  may  apply  to  the  University  with  a  better  countenance.  Your  account  of  Mr. 
Cooper  gives  me  great  pleanure.  In  a  late  letter  to  me,  he  expresses  good  hopes 
about  the  College:  bat  complains  of  some  disappointment  In  regard  to  his  Incomew 
which  I  do  not  distinctly  understand.  I  have  written  to  him,  to  recommend 
patience:  and  to  Dr.  Barclay,  to  desire  that  the  Goveniours  will  be  as  kind  to 

him,  as  with  propriety  they  can 

Your  loving  brother, 

(Signed)  Tho.  Cant. 

—Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  Vol.  vll.  pp.  566-567. 


Review  of  Theiu  TTistory. 
Case  of  the  Lutheran  Chnrcli  in  the  City  of  Xew  York.     (1763) 

Many  Protestants  of  this  Perswnslon  emigrated  from  Europe  Into  this  Colony  at 
Its  first  Settlement  by  the  Dutch.  When  the  Country  was  Surrendered  to  the  Crown 
of  England  In  1664,  the  Articles  of  Capitulation  secured  to  the  Inhabitants  their 
Religious  PrlvUedges,  as  well  as  their  Possessions ;  and  soon  after  the  Surrender, 
Colonel  NichoUs,  Lieutenant  Governor  under  the  then  Duke  of  York,  by  an  Act 
under  his  Hand  and  Seal,  licenced  the  Lutherans  to  send  to  Europe  for  a  Pastor 
of  their  own  Perswasion. 

In  1668  Mr.  Pabrlclus  being  then  come  over  as  the  Pastor,  Lovelace,  Nlchoirs 
Successor,  by  a  like  Act  Confirmed  that  of  Nlcolls ;  and  gave  free  liberty  to  the 
Congregacon  to  exercise  Divine  Worship  according  to  their  Profession. 

The  Dutch  in  1673  having  reduced  the  Country,  the  Lutherans  had  then  a  church 
within  the  Fortifications  of  the  City,  obtained  Leave  from  Colve  the  Dutch  Governor 
to  Erect  a  Church  on  the  Ground  where  the  present  Church  stands;  the  Groond 
being  given  in  exchange  for  that  whereon  their  first  Church  was  Erected. 

By  their  own  Growth  and  Foreign  Accessions  they  at  this  Day  form  a  considerable 
Congregacon  chlefiy  consisting  of  industrious  Mechanics  ft  Labourers.  And  within 
a  few  years  particularly  their  Number  is  much  augmented ;  and  It  is  no  more  than 
Justice  to  this  People  to  say,  that  they  have  always  demeaned  themselves  quietly 
and  irreproachably;  and  that  their  Church  is  of  Publlck  Utility,  as  it  affords  the 
Means  of  Worship  to  multitudes  of  Foreigners,  who  are  constantly  settling  among 
us,  and  who  understanding  only  the  GeriAan  Language,  would  otherwise  be  deprlred 
of  that  Benefit. 

In  1759  the  Congregation  presented  a  Petition  to  be  Incorporated,  which  being 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Council,  was  favourably  Reported.  But  for  some 
reasons  the  then  Lieutenant  Governour  did  not  chuse  to  seal  the  Charter,  till  his 
Majesty's  Pleasure  should  be  known.     For  this  purpose  their  Petition  with  eeTeral 
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the  DlaMDtlng  Gongregatlons  for  the  like  Prlyiledge,  were  sent  to  the  Ministry; 
tt  w«a  not  till  lately  Lieutenant  Governor  Colden  received  Instructions  not  to 
cnnt  these  Charters,  as  his  Majesty  saw  no  reason  which  rendered  it  necessary. 

Whmterer  may  have  been  the  case  with  other  Congregations,  it  is  submitted  to 
Us  Excellency,  whether  from  the  peculiar  Circumstances  of  the  Lutherans  they  do 
Bot  stand  in  great  need  of  the  indulgence  they  ask,  upon  these  Accounts. 

Itt  Many  years  since  a  Member  of  their  Church  gave  them  two  houses  and  Lots 
In  this  City,  which  tho*  of  no  great  value,  are  the  chief  Support  of  the  Minister. 
Tbe  Deed  is  so  inartificial  ly  drawn  that  had  not  that  Statute  of  Mortmain  which 
iBBTils  all  Gifts  and  Grants  in  favour  of  Churches,  been  in  the  way,  it  would  not 
BCTcrtheless  have  Tested  the  Pee  in  the  Congregation ;  for  it  Conveys  the  Estate  to 
tte  Elders  and  Deacons  by  name,  and  their  Successors;  and  they  for  want  of 
iBoorporation,  have  no  legal  succession,  and  cannot  inherit 

2iid.  Some  years  since  the  Congregation  sent  two  of  their  Members  into  Germany 
to  Solllcit  Contributions  for  their  use  among  their  Priends  and  Countrymen.  This 
wit  attended  with  considerable  Success.  But  the  Persons  intrusted,  finding  they 
coold  not  be  called  to  an  Account  by  reason  of  the  Church's  not  being  Incorporated, 
■mbcnled  the  Money,  never  accounting  for  any  part  of  it. 

If  these  Reasons  were  Represented  they  might  probably  have  a  good  Effect, 
•qwdally  as  his  Excellency  can  receive  good  Testimonials  of  the  People,  their 
Porerty,  and  the  Publlck  Utility  of  their  Church,  which  could  illy  be  maintained  if 
tt  ill,  should  they  loose  their  Houses ;  and  this  must  be  the  case  whenever  a  legal 
Isqniry  is  made  into  their  Title.     And  indeed  it  has  been  already  Threatened. 

The  method  to  secure  them  a  good  Title  must  be  by  prosecuting  an  office  thro'  the 
■Kheator,  as  the  granter  is  Dead  without  Heirs;  Incorporating  the  Church,  and 
tken  obtaining  a  grant  from  the  Crown. 

One  of  the  Royal  Instructions,  which  requires  that  no  forfeiture  or  Escheat  shall 
be  crtnted  but  thro'  the  Treasury  and  board  of  Trade,  is  no  small  Embarrassment  to 
nch  s  process,  and  must  often  tie  up  a  governor's  Hands  from  doing  acts  of  Justice 
*  Charity ;  as  considering  the  Important  Business  of  these  Boards,  it  is  scarcely 
POMlble  to  attract  their  Attention  to  such  trivial  objects.  Two  cases  have  happened 
iB  the  late  Lieutenant  Governor  De  Lancy's  Administration.  One  of  Patrick  Smith 
the  other  of  Johannls  Malts,  who  died  without  heirs.  Offices  were  prosecuted  at  a 
c<ntlderable  Expence  to  those  were  conceived  by  the  Government  to  have  the  best 
Title  to  the  Royal  Favour,  and  upon  a  promise  of  a  Grant  to  them.  But  this 
lutniction  being  in  the  way,  the  Lieutenant  Governor  represented  their  Case  to  the 
^''ctiury  and  Board  of  Trade,  and  asked  Leave  to  make  the  Grant,  and  notwith- 
■tasdloiir  to  this  Day.  no  Notice  has  been  taken  of  the  Petitions  or  his  Solllcitations. 
This  being  the  State  of  their  Case  the  Lutheran  Congregation  most  humbly  beg 
Wi  Excellency's  Interposition  in  their  Favour. 

(Endorsed)         Case  of  the  Lutheran  Church 

humbly  presented 
to  his  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Moore,  Bart. 

—Doc.  Hist  N.  Y.  Vol.  iii,  pp.  298,  299. 


First  Presbyteiuan"  Cimiicii  at  Albany,  1763. 

In  October  1763  the  corporation  of  Albany  gave  a  deed  to  certain  trustees,  for 
•'•'"^^i  for  a  Presbyterian  Church.  This  plot  was  bounded  by  Beaver,  William, 
HsdtoQ  and  Grand  streets.  A  church  building  was  erected  on  this  lot,  of  frame, 
**^  *lth  a  tall  steeple.  It  was  occupied  until  1796.  Between  1763  and  1776  the 
church  hid  only  two  pastors,  viz., 

^WUlUm  Hanna,  1763-66. 

J^T.  Andrew  Bay,  17 . .  - . .     5  years. 

^.John  Mc.  Donald,  1786-95. 

^•▼.DaTid  8.  Bogart,  supplied,  1795-97. 

*•▼.  Ellphalet  Nott,  1798-1804. 

^  Hw  edifice  was  completed  in  1796,  and  was  the  most  beautiful  church  at  that 
^"■^  to  the  city. 

— Munsell's  Annals,  i.  180,  132,  837. 
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Acts  of  the  Deputies.     Oct.  ?  1763. 

Extract  from  a  letter  of  the  opponents  of  Rev.  A.  Laidlie  to  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam,  dated  July  22,  1763.  Vol.  33,  page  65. 
No.  333.     Answer,  134. 

Opponents  of  Rev.  LaidKe  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  July  22, 

1763. 

A  letter  from  New  York,  dated,  July  22,  1763,  signed  by 
Teunis  S.  Tiebout  and  Johannes  S.  Hardenbroek,  members  of  the 
ruling  consistory  and  Abel  Hardenbroek,  ex-elder,  Johannes  A. 
L.  Styne,  ex-deacon,  Petrus  Bogert,  ex-deacon,  Huybert  Wagenen, 
ex-churchmaster,  and  seven  other  members  of  the  church. 

1.  They  complain  concerning  what  the  consistory  of  New  York 
did,  in  opposition  to  their  wishes  and  the  wishes  of  other  members 
of  the  church  in  calling  a  minister  there  to  preach  in  the  English 
language ;  and  in  their  pressing  on,  in  that  matter,  notwithstanding 
their  own  protest,  and  that  of  other  members,  in  calling  Rev. 
Archbald  Laidlie  to  that  place. 

2.  They  declare  their  intention  to  protect  their  church  in  its 
doctrine  and  language,  so  far  as  God  may  give  them  strength; 
inasmuch  as  they  believe  that  the  rights  of  the  Dutch  Church  are 
jeopardized  by  the  calling  of  an  English  speaking  minister. 

3.  They  say  that,  in  the  Family  Visitations,  and  in  the  invita- 
tions to  the  use  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  several  irregularities  have 
been  practiced;  and  they  complain,  in  particular,  about  Rev, 
Ritzema.  He  formerly  very  strongly  opposed  the  calling  of  a 
minister  to  preach  in  the  English  language ;  but  now,  he  not  only 
consents  thereto,  but  is  even  one  of  the  signers  of  the  call. 

They  conclude  with  congratulations. 

AcT«  OF  THE  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Letters. 

1763,  Oct.  3rd.  Art.  4  ad  7.  The  Rev.  Deputati  ad  res 
Exteras  read  letters  to  the  so-called  Coetus  of  J^ew  York ;  to  the 
Conf erentie-meeting ;  to  Rev.  John  Ritzema;  to  those  members 
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(of  the  church  of  New  York)  who  had  sent  a  written  protest 

against  the  call  of  Eev.  Laidlie.     These  were  all  approved  for 

forwarding,     xiii.  375. 

Appeoval  (of  the:  Cai.l)  of  Rev.  Laidlie. 

Art  5  ad  8.  A  letter  came  in  from  Eev.  Archibald  Laidlie^ 
minister  of  the  English  church  at  Flushing,  (Zeeland),  who  had 
been  called  as  minister  to  the  church  of  New  York,  to  preach  in 
the  English  language.  Therein  he  declares  that  he  has  accepted 
this  call  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  fol- 
lowed up  this  call  with  their  approval,  and  authorized  the  Rev. 
Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  and  the  English  ministers  to  install  him  in 
the  Sacred  OflBce  at  the  earliest  opportunity  in  a  Classis  contracta^ 
hecauae  Classis  does  not  meet  again  before  the  New  York.  He 
may  then  start  thither  as  speedily  as  possible.  Two  copies  of  this 
minute  which  have  been  asked  for,  are  given,  xiii.  375.  [See 
Dec,  5, 1763.] 

Thb  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Coetus,  Oct.  3, 1763.    Vol. 

31,  Page  201.     No.  131. 

To  the  ReT.  Gentlemen,  Ministers  in  New  York,  who  call  themselyes  the  Coetns. 
^'  Sin  and  Respected  Brethren : — 

^0  hope  that  you  understood  from  our  letter  of  Jan.  11,  (1763)  that  we,  haying 
*••<*  that  book  of  Rev.  Leydt,  styled  "  True  Liberty  the  Way  to  Peace  "  and  which* 
tlthoD{h  approved  by  your  (portion  of)  the  Church,  had  refuted  the  same  with 
■Bfflelently  strong  arguments.  Nevertheless,  subsequently,  Rev.  Jacob  R.  Harden- 
^^  putor  at  Old  Raritan,  appeared  in  our  Assembly  with  a  document  from  the 
Coetut,  signed  by  Samuel  Verbryck,  President,  and  John  Leydt,  Scribe,  and  dated 
^1^1  6,  1703.  This  was  a  formal  request  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  change 
^  New  York  Coetus  into  a  Classis,  and  to  urge  upon  the  Christian  Synod  to 
^Prove  said  Act,  in  order  that  it  (the  American  Classis)  might  become  endowed 
vlth  the  power  and  authority  of  the  other  Classes  of  the  Netherlands,  together 
^th  the  right  to  appeal  to  the  Synod  of  North  Holland.  They  request  also  that  the 
^^Is  of  Amsterdam  would  present  this  whole  matter  before  the  Conferentie, 
i^vlthig  them  to  agree  to  the  change  of  the  Coetus  into  a  Classis,  as  being  the  only 
**^i  by  which  the  divided  ministers  and  consistories  could  be  reunited.  They 
^^^^  also  that  if  the  Classis  approve  their  request,  a  Professor  of  Theology  be  sent 
^^^  to  them,  in  order  that  their  young  men  might  be  there  instructed  in  theology 
*"^  to  be  prepared  for  the  ministry. 

^«  Classis  having  carefully  considered  the  matter  finally  concluded  that  she  had 
^  Authority  to  grant  such  request,  and  neither  were  there  sufficient  reasons  for  It. 

^'  Because  this  is  already  a  re«  judicata.  The  plan  of  changing  the  Coetus  Into 
*  Cltitis  has  been  already  rejected,  as  may  be  seen  in  the  two  letters  of  Dec.  9, 
^7B5  tod  April  6,  1766,  as  well  as  by  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  both  in  1766 
"« 1757. 

2*  Because,  since  that  time,  there  has  been  no  change  of  such  a  nature,  as  would 
^^httitote  a  sufficient  reason  why  the  Classis  should  grant  it.     But  on  the  contrary. 
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affairs  have  become  worse,  the  diTlslons  greater,  and  bitterness  and  aadadty  ban 
Increased.  Things  have  even  gone  to  such  an  extremity  that  Rev.  Leydt  bai 
published  a  book.  In  which  he  In  various  ways  abuses  the  Classls ;  and  even  tlM 
Christian  Synod  of  North  Holland  is  treated  with  contempt,  as  can  be  seen  on  pacei 
25-SO,  47,  etc.  He  maintains  that  the  Coetus  has  the  right  of  promotion,  tbm 
trying  to  destroy  subordination  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

3.  Because  the  Classls,  loving  truth  and  righteousness,  is  unable  to  give  the  powei 
of  promotion  to  the  brethren  who  call  themselves  the  Coetus ;  and  especially  so, 
because  the  Conferentie  remain  subordinate  to  the  Classls  and  the  Synod.  Th€ 
Classis  in  a  letter  of  Jan.  11,  1763,  clearly  showed  how  she  was  limited  by  the 
(English)  government  of  your  country.  Your  country  had  formerly  been  in  posses* 
slon  of  the  West  India  Company.  This  state  of  afTalrs  continued  until  it  camt 
under  the  rule  of  Great  Britain  on  Sept.  8,  1664.  In  addition  to  this  fact  we  have 
It  (the  reference  to  freedom  of  religion  for  the  Dutch)  stated  In  the  treaty  of  peace 
between  Great  Britain  and  their  High  Mightinesses,  the  States  General,  1807, 
Article  3. 

In  addition  to  these  proofs  we  refer  to  the  basis  on  which  the  Coetus  was 
established,  and  which  was  accepted  by  the  churches  of  New  Netherland,  and 
approved  by  the  Synod.  For  all  these  reasons,  which  make  the  book  of  Rev.  Leydt 
powerless,  the  Classis  holds  herself  to  her  decision.  She  moreover  declares  that 
if  the  Coetus  continues  in  the  course  begun,  the  Classis  will  be  compelled  to  break 
off  all  correspondence.  Indeed,  such  a  resolution  was  brought  before  the  Synod  of 
North  Holland,  held  at  Edam,  this  year,  (1763).  To  this  Assembly,  Rev.  Harden- 
bergh  also  presented  a  letter,  containing  a  proposition,  whether  the  Rev.  Coetus^ 
under  the  name  of  a  Coetus  or  CHassls,  might  not  have  the  privilege  of  appealing 
on  special  occaslohs  to  the  High  Rev.  Synod,  as  far  as  such  an  act  might  bs 
permissable,  since  the  Coetus  is  subordinate  to  another  government  (Great  Britain), 
until  it  might  please  God  in  extending  his  vineyard,  to  reveal  the  necessity  of  even 
a  Synod  In  our  land,  (America.) 

The  High  Rev.  Assembly,  after  consideration  of  the  matter,  at  the  hands  of  a 
Committee,  resolved 

(1)  That  the  resolution  of  the  Classis  should  be  approved  and  changed  into  a 
Synodlcal  decree. 

(2)  That  the  Rev.  Assembly  Is  filled  with  Indignation  at  the  book  of  Rev.  Leydt, 
which  was  also  published  with  the  approbation  of  the  Church — (that  portion  of  it 
which  adhered  to  the  Coetos.) 

(8)  That  the  request  of  Rev.  Hardenbergh  Is  rejected — the  letter  which  speaks  of 
the  change  of  the  Coetus  Into  a  Classls,  being  hardly  worthy  of  being  read. 

The  Christian  Synod,  after  careful  deliberation  of  the  matter,  delivered  her 
resolution  in  express  terms  unto  the  Committee,  by  the  mouth  of  her  President,  as 
follows : — 

**That^  the  request  of  the  Coetus  has  largely  arisen  from  ignorance  of  the  tme 
constitution  of  Church  Assemblies,  both  Classical  and  Synodlcal,  In  this  conntry; 
that  these  are  inseparably  connected  with  the  government  of  the  country ;  and  that 
therefore  the  Coetus  of  New  York,  belonging  under  another  (civil)  sovereignty,  can 
never,  either  wholly  or  In  part,  constitute  an  inherent  part  of  this  Synod.  Moreover 
this  Synod  is  affected  with  very  great  indignation  at  the  Insults  and  Indignities  pat 
upon  It,  as  well  as  upon  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  by  Rev.  John  Leydt  in  his  book, 
which  was  also  published  by  him  upon  CThurch  authority  after  previous  visitation  ;t 
that  those  who  called  themselves  the  Coetus,  have  thus  made  themselves  guilty  of 
base  ingratitude  toward  their  benefactors,  who  have  so  long  labored  for  tiietr 
welfare,  and  have  taken  so  much  trouble  for  the  benefit  of  the  church  of  (the 
Province  of)  New  York.  Acting  thus  and  preserving  therein,  they  give  sufficient 
reason  to  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam  and  to  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  for  with- 
drawing themselves  altogether  from  and  refusing  to  hold  any  further  correspondence 
with  them.  They  are  therefore  earnestly  admonished  carefully  to  ponder  the 
injurious  and  ruinous  consequences  which  would  arise  therefrom,  to  the  general 
confusion,  rending  and  even  destruction  of  their  church.  For  such  results  thej 
would  have  no  one  but  themselves  to  blame ;  or  If  they  cut  themselves  loose  entirely 


^Thls  is  repeated  in  Doc.  953. 

t"The  Visitation  of  Books"  refers  to  their  examination  by  a  Committee,  beteee 
publication.    If  approved,  they  were  published  by  Church  aothorlty. 
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tnm  the  Netherlands  Church,  they  will  mourn  over  their  folly  when  it  is  too  late. 
KereitbelesB  the  Synod  gladly  again  declares,  that  both  she  and  the  Classis  of 
iUDfterdam,  notwithstanding  all  this,  remain  inclined,  if  the  Coetus  will  remain 
•abordlnate  to  the  Classis,  and  thereby  to  this  High  Rev.  Assembly,  to  exert  them- 
•dfes  to  the  utmost  for  the  welfare  of  the  New  York  churches.  To  this  end,  we 
admonish  them  once  more  to  unite  themselves  together  in  love  into  one  body,  laying 
ailde  all  differences  and  strife." 

Now,  Brethren,  the  choice  is  left  to  you,  to  subordinate  yourselves,  after  the  old 
Biimer,  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  or  to  break  that  relation,  a  step  so  often 
ibown  to  you,  as  the  way  to  complete  ruin.  The  Synod  is  yet  unselfishly  laboring 
tor  your  prosperity,  yet  she  has  more  trouble  with  the  churches  of  New  York,  than 
with  all  the  others  in  the  vVest.  Except  for  the  best  interests  of  Zlofi,  the  Synod 
would  rather  be  freed  from  this  trouble.  It  is  exclusively  for  the  glory  of  the  Great 
King;  and  for  the  prosperity  of  his  Church,  that  we  engage  in  such  labors. 

If  yon  conclude  to  withdraw  from  us,  consider  well  your  act,  and  how  you  can 
inswer  it  before  God  and  his  holy  angels.  In  that  day  when  all  mere  excuses  are 
nln,  tnd  wickedness  stands  naked  before  the  Lord.  We  pray  you,  brethren,  and 
txhort  yoD  in  the  Lord,  for  the  sake  of  the  love  you  owe  yourselves,  as  well  as  his 
Choreh;  for  the  sake  of  the  salvation  of  souls,  for  the  sake  of  the  mercy  shown  by 
tin  lowly  Prince  of  Peace,  whose  servants  you  are, — to  avoid  these  evils  now  menac- 
ta(  the  Church.  Remain  subordinate,  in  conjunction  with  the  other  brethren,  who 
in  10  inclined,  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.  Live  in  unity  and  peace.  Labor 
mlonsly  together  in  God's  vineyard,  ye,  who  are  the  heralds  of  peace.  Cease  yoor 
toy  ieal  lest  ye  be  consumed.  But  if  our  exhortations  and  counsels  are  unable  to 
■ove  yon  to  concord,  then  let  those  threatened  dangers  which  the  wrath  of  the 
Divine  Majesty  is  even  now  sending  upon  your  country,  be  the  means  of  bringing 
70V  discords  to  an  end ;  for  by  such  things  also  the  Church  would  be  troubled. 

The  God  of  peace  grant  that  you  may  dwell  together  in  beautiful  harmony,  for 
therein  is  God's  blessing  even  Life  Eternal.  We  commend  you  to  God  and  the 
Word  of  his  Grace,  and  sign  our  names  in  love, 

BcT.  Sirs  and  Much-beloved  Brethren, 

Your  obedient  servants, 

Johannes  de  Lange,  Depp.  CI.  h.  t.  Praetls. 

WinolduB  Budde,  *  Scriba. 

IB  oar  Gassical  Assembly, 

Aniterdam,  Oct  8,  1763. 


Thx  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Confeaentte,  Ootobbb  3, 
1763.     Vol.  31,  Page  205.     No.  132. 

To  the  Ministers  who  call  themselves  the  Gonferentie; 

Worthy  Sirs  and  Much-beloved  Brethren:— 

We  received  the  letter  sent  by  Rev.  Mr.  Ritzema,  which  was  dated  June  8,  1763, 
A  tnr  (Uy«  before  the  last  meeting  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  (1763,)  and 
iMd  It  with  great  satisfaction.  We  learned  therefrom  that  you  had  joyfully  read 
*Br  eltborate  letter  of  Jan.  11th  (1763.)  and  that  the  sound  sentiments  expressed 
therein  on  the  matters  in  dispute,  between  yourselves  and  those  who  call  them- 
•••▼•t  the  Coetus,  were  gratifying  to  you. 

We  now  desire  to  Inform  you,  as  we  also  inform  the  so-called  Coetus,  how  the 
BAtters  respecting  the  books  of  Rev.  Leydt,  and  the  request  of  the  said  Coetus, 
v^ve  treated  by  the  Classis  and  the  Synod,  and  what  conclusions  were  reached; 
Also  the  action  taken  in  the  Synod  about  those  letters  written  in  the  name  of  Rev. 
Utienui  and  the  Consistory  of  Jagertie  (Saugerties).  This  resulted  in  the  complete 
Jiitlflcation  of  Rev.  Ritzema  in  reference  to  this  business,  and  which  fact  we  have 
Mnnnnicated  to  him  in  a  private  letter.     [See  next  letter.] 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  unanimously  approved  the  report  of  their  Committee 
§d  m  emteras,  making  it  a  resolution  of  Classis,  and  commissioned  their  delegates 
t»  the  Synod  to  bring  it  before  that  body.     The  result  was  that  that  High  Bcdesl- 
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astlcal  Assembly  Qnanimotisly  adopted  the  same.  Of  tMs  taction  we  send  joa  a 
verbatim  copy,  whereby  yon  will  not  ooly  understand  the  basis  on  which  It  rests, 
bnt  will  also  the  better  understand  our  former  letter  of  Jan.  11th,  1703.  as  well 
as  the  more  elaborate  treatment  of  the  same  In  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  this 
year.  [July  26.  1763.] 

In  reference  to  the  books  of  Rev.  Leydt  and  published  at  Philadelphia,  by  the 
order  of  the  Church,  (the  Coetus,)  after  previous  examination,  (we  remaiic:)  that 
the  Classls  Informed  the  Christian  Synod  that  Rev.  Leydt  had  acted  very  Imperti- 
nently, by  speaking  In  an  Insulting  manner.  In  public  print,  not  only  of  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam,  but  also  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland;  that  he  had  Injured 
our  feelings  most  keenly  thereby,  of  which  we  give  several  examples.  We  also 
further  informed  the  Synod  that  the  brethren  who  styled  themselves  the  Confer- 
entie,  had  published  an  answer  to  said  book  (of  Leyde.)  In  which  they  had  not  only 
controverted  him  and  those  who  approved  of  his  writings;  but  had  also  ascribed  to 
the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  the  sole  right  of  promotion  In  their  (American)  Church, 
and  had  declared  themselves  perfectly  willing  to  remain  subordinate  to  the  Classis 
of  Amsterdam. 

In  reference  to  the  requests  of  the  so-called  Coetus,  through  their  delegate  Rev. 
Jacob  Rutze  van  Hardenberg,  which  were  presented  In  writing,  and  advocated 
orally  by  him;  namely,  to  change  the  Coetus  Into  a  Classis,  with  the  right  of  pro- 
motion; and,  as  It  is  added  in  their  letters  to  the  Christian  Synod,  that  the  Goetus 
(or  American  Classis)  should  enjoy  the  right  of  appeal  and  other  privileges,  like 
the  other  members  (Classes)  of  this  Synod,  even  unto  that  time  when  the  Lord 
should  so  extend  his  Vineyard  in  your  regions,  that  Synodlcal  Assemblies  shoold 
also  necessarily  be  constituted  there— in  reference  to  these  several  matters,  the 
Christian  Synod  unanimously  took  the  following  action:— 

"That  the  request  of  the  Coetus  has  largely  arisen  from  Ignorance  of  the  true 
constitution  of  Church  Assemblies,  both  Classical  and  Synodlcal.  In  this  country; 
that  these  are  inseparably  connected  with  the  government  of  the  country;  and  tliat 
therefore  the  Coetus  of  New  York  belonging  under  another  (civil)  sovereignty,  can 
never,  either  wholly  or  in  part,  constitute  an  inherent  part  of  this  Synod.  More- 
over, this  Synod  Is  affected  with  very  great  Indignation  at  the  insults  and  indigni- 
ties put  upon  It,  as  well  as  upon  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  by  Rev.  John  Leydt.  lo 
his  book,  which  was  also  published  by  blm  upon  Church  authority,  after  previous 
visitation;  that  those  who  call  themselves  the  Coetus  have  thus  made  themselvee 
guilty  of  base  ingratitude  toward  their  benefactors,  who  have  so  long  labored  for 
their  welfare,  and  have  taken  so  much  trouble  for  the  benefit  of  the  Church  of 
(the  Province  of)  New  York.  Acting  thus  and  persevering  therein,  they  give  suffi- 
cient reason  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  and  to  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  for 
withdrawing  themselves  altogether,  and  refusing  to  hold  any  further  correspond- 
ence with  them.  They  are  therefore  earnestly  admonished  carefully  to  ponder  the 
injurious  and  ruinous  consequences  which  may  arise  therefrom,  to  the  general 
confusion,  rending  and  even  destruction  of  their  churches.  For  such  results  they 
would  have  no  one  but  themselves  to  blame;  or  If  they  cut  themselves  loose 
entirely  from  the  Netherland  Church,  they  will  mourn  over  their  folly  when  It  Is 
too  late.  Nevertheless  the  Synod  gladly  again  declares,  that  both  she  and  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam,  notwithstanding  all  this,  remain  Inclined,  if  the  Coetus  will 
remain  subordinate  to  the  Classis,  and  thereby  to  this  High  Rev.  Assembly,  to 
exert  themselves  to  the  utmost  for  the  welfare  of  the  New  York  churches.  To  this 
end  we  admonish  them  once  more,  to  unite  themselves  together  in  love  into  one 
body,  laying  aside  all  differences  and  strife.*' 

Behold,  then  Brethren,  those  points  of  dispute  which  have  occasioned  so  much 
schism  and  strife  now  finally  decided  by  this  High  Ecclesiastical  Assembly.  And 
we  now  expect  of  you  the  fulfillment  of  your  promise,  that  you  will  perseverlngly 
maintain  good-order,  according  to  both  divine  and  human  laws.  To  this,  indeed, 
you  have  bound  yourselves.  You  will,  therefore,  faithfully  adhere  to  the  Classis 
of  Amsterdam  as  a  Higher  Assembly  (than  a  Coetus  or  Conferentle),  and  to  her 
you  will  be  faithfully  subordinate  In  brotherly  love.  You  will  also  Inculcate  this 
on  those  new  brethren  who  you  have  recently  sought  and  obtained  from  the 
Faculty  of  Groningen.  [Cook,  Meyer  and  Kern.]  These  gentlemen,  although  pass- 
ing through  our  city  (Amsterdam)  did  not  address  themselves  to  us.  .  We  also  think 
It  highly  befitting  that  you  should  seek  for  ministers  whom  you  may  require  (In 
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America),  through  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  or  their  Committee  ad  rea  eceteraa; 

or  at  least  through  members  of  that  Classls  to  whose  care  the  New  York  churches 

are  committed.     Or  If  any  are  sent  to  you  from  other  quarters,  they  should  refer 

themselves  to   us  in  order  to   receive  our  exhortations  how  to  carry  themselves 

properly  and  In  due  subordination  to  our  Classls. 

Finally,  we  desire  fraternally  to  admonish  you,  while  we  also  beseech  you  in 
tbe  Lord,  to  turn  to  a  good  use  this  decision  of  that  High  Ecclesiastical  Assembly. 
Let  it  be  of  advantage  to  all  the  churches  of  the  Western  Hemisphere,  by  the 
mtoration  of  a  brotherly  unity  among  them.  May  it  bo  directed  as  much  as 
ponible  to  that  end,  that  you  may  be  reunited  in  one  body  in  the  bonds  of  genuine 
l»rotberly  love.  By  the  faithful  preaching  of  the  Gospel  of  the  Great  Prince  of 
Peace,  and  the  adornment  of  that  Gospel  by  a  holy  and  devout  walk,  you  may 
induce  others  now  separated  from  you,  to  fulfill  their  duties  more  faithfully  in  the 
Sacred  Ministry  by  a  proper  submission  to  the  Classls.  Receive  those  with  all 
friendliness  and  love  in  the  Lord,  who  may  have  some  disposition  to  reunite  with 
Jon,  and  who  may  sooner  or  later  manifest  it,  and  esteem  highly.  And  as  we  hear 
of  jour  aflFairs,  may  It  be  that  you  stand  fast  together  In  one  spirit,  with  one  mind, 
tnd  that  you  are  strong  together  for  the  faith  of  the  Gospel. 

May  the  Great  King  of  the  Church,  who  has  so  strongly  commended  gentleness 
tnd  hamlllty  of  heart  by  his  own  lovely  example,  be  pleased  to  fill  you  with  his 
fore,  and  to  gird  you  with  his  power,  that  you  may  together  do  battle,  under  his 
beantifnl  Banner  of  Peace,  for  Truth,  Peace  and  Godliness,  to  the  glory  of  his 
mat  Name,  and  to  the  extenlion  and  establishment  of  his  blessed  Kingdom. 
With  all  friendliness,  we  sign  ourselves. 

Worthy  Sirs  and  Beloved  Brethren, 

Your  servants  and  brethren, 

John  de  Lange,  Depp.  CI.  h.  t.  Praesls. 
Wlnoldus  Budde.     "        "     "   "   Scriba. 
Written  in  the  name  of,  and  by 
Order  of  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam. 
Aawnbied  October  8rd,  1763. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  John  Ritzema,  Oct.  3, 
1763.     Vol.  31,  Page  207.     No.  133. 

To  Rev.  Johannes  Ritsema,   Pastor  at  New  York, 

Bcv.  Sir  and  Beloved  Brother:— 

We  have  the  honor  of  being  authorized  by  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  to  write 
to  Ton  in  your  vindication,  because  of  what  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam  and  the 
^FBod  from  letters  of  Rev.  Leydt,  as  mentioned  in  his  book. 

Tour  letter  addressed  to  the  North  Holland  Synod,  under  date  of  Nov.  1759,  and 
^▼ing  been  returned  for  identification,  was)  sent  back  again  with  a  postscript, 
^ted  Not.  21,  1762,  has  been  read,  and  carefully  compared  with  two  letters  men- 
tlMsd  in  the  Synodlcal  Acts  of  1757;  one  being  from  the  Consistory  of  Jagertle 
^vgertlee?)  concerning  a  call  on  one  Van  der  Swan;  and  the  other  ^purporting  to 
kc)  from  Rev.  Rltxema,  enclosing  a  request  for  the  approval  of  said  call. 

TlUMe  two  letters,  sent  to  the  Norih  Holland  Synod  by  that  Consistory  were  at 
^>>t,  (being  taken  out  of  the  Synodlcal  chest),  made  known  to  us  as  Deputati  as 
^  Kxteras,  and  were  also  shown  to  (by?)  the  gentlemen  of  the  Committee  to  the 
'y^'od.    They  and  we  thus  understand  the  matter: 

^-  That  a  letter  came,  including  a  call  from  the  Consistory  of  Jageriie,  (Sauger- 
^).  addressed  to  the  Synod.  1757.  But  we  must  conclude  that  this  call  was 
•*thtr  fraudulently  made  out,  or  that  the  Consistory,  contrary  to  the  truth,  denied 
•'•f  to  have  written  such  a  letter. 

2.  That  there  was  also  found  a  letter  from  Rev.  Ritzema,  in  connection  with 
the  above-mentioned  request.  But  upon  a  comparison  of  this  letter  with  other 
^<HBniiiQlcatlons  of  Rev.  Ritzema,  It  Is  evident  that  said  letter  Is  not  from  him. 
to  nddltion  to  this,  there  Is  a  remarkable  difference  In  the  said  testimony  of  said 
P«ion  (the  author  of  the  forged  letter,)  and  that  given  (more  recently)  by  Rev. 
Bltienia.    Then  also  the  dlflference  in  spelling  and  style,  shows  that  it  could  not 
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have  come  from  the  hand  of  a  person  acquainted  with  th6  proprieties  of  language 
and  composition.  All  this  occasioned  suspicion  in  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  that 
the  letter  had  been  forged  in  the  name  of  Rev.  Ritzema.  Pondering  this  the 
Assembly  rcsolTed  to  vindicate  you,  and  therefore  had  the  two  letters  copied  at 
the  expense  of  the  Synod,  sending  the  originals  to  you  in  order  to  ferret  out  this 
fraud. 

This  report  was  changed  into  a  Synodlcal  resolution,  and  therefore  we  send  the 
two  originals  to  you  to  find  out  about  this  deception,  because  of  the  importance  of 
the  business,  namely,  the  calling  of  a  minister.  Ob!  that  such  deceivers  might 
fall  down  under  a  sense  of  shame  before  God,  who  will  punish  the  liar,  and  such 
as  turn  aside  from  the  way. 

Having  no  more  to  write  you  at  present,  we  close,  praying  for  ycir  welfare,  as 
well  as  that  of  your  family  and  ministry.  We  trust  also  that  the  arrival  of  Rev. 
Leadly  (Laidlle)  may  be  a  matter  of  great  Joy  to  you  all,  and  a  blessing  to  the 
congregation.  The  Classis  has  Just  approved  the  call  which  he  has  accepted,  and 
thus  silenced  the  two  persons  (officers)  and  eleven  members,  who,  in  a  letter  to 
the  Classis,  opposed  the  call  of  an  English  minister.  We  hope  our  communication 
may  produce  the  desired  effect. 

With  fraternal  love  and  affection,  we  consider  ourselves. 
Rev.  Sir  and  Brother, 

Your  obedient  servants  and  brethren. 

In  the  name  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 

Johannes  de  Lange,  Depp.  CI.  h.  t.  Praesls. 
Winoldus  Budde,  "        "     "   "  Scriba. 

In  our  Classical  Assembly,  October  8,  1703. 


The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Opponents  of  Rev.  Laidlib 
AS  English  Preacher,  October  3, 1768.  Vol.  31,  Page  209. 
No.  134. 

To  the  Thirteen  Members  who  have  declared  themselves  against  the  call  of  fhe 
Rev.  (Archibald)  Leadly, 

Honored  Sirs  and  Brethren  : — 

Although  the  Classis  Is  not  accustomed  to  answer  letters  from  your  conntrj» 
addressed  to  her  by  private  parties,  yet  on  this  occasion  she  has  directed  us  to 
reply  to  your  communication  of  July  22nd,  1763. — ^Your  note,  to  which  yoa  allude^ 
we  have  not  received.  Therefore  the  contents  of  your  letter  seemed  lomewhat 
strange  to  us.  The  Classis  praises  your  zeal  for  the  preservation  of  sound  doctrine 
In  the  Church ;  but  with  this  you  have  also  Joined  a  special  zeal  for  maintaining 
the  use  of  the  (Dutch)  language.  Tbis  might  be  praiseworthy  too,  if  one  was  to 
understand  by  it  only  the  retention  of  the  clearness  of  expression  of  thought  of  that 
language,  in  reference  to  that  pure  Scriptural  doctrine,  as  Christ  has  given  ns  to 
understand  it,  in  the  Reformed  Church.  But  If  you  mean  only  the  external  utter- 
ances of  tbat  language, — this  is  of  small  consequence  indeed,  and  we  are  neither 
against  it  or  in  favor  of  It,  except  as  the  particular  circumstances  of  congregations 
require  tbat  their  preaching  should  be  In  one  language  or  another,  In  order  that 
they  may  the  better  understand  It.  In  such  cases  the  leaders  of  the  church  should 
indeed  act  carefully ;  yet  tbey  should  grant  the  request  of  those  who  desire  that  the 
Everlasting  Ctospel  should  be  preached  unto  them  in  their  own  language.  For  the 
Inner  language  of  the  heart  is  always  the  same — the  language  of  Canaan.  For  these 
reasons  the  (Cassis  have  granted  the  request  of  the  New  York  Consistory,  and  has 
allowed  them  to  call  a  minister,  wbo  can  preach  in  the  English  language,  the  pure 
Reformed  doctrine,  according  to  the  Rules  of  the  National  Synod  of  Dort. 

Now  the  Classis  bas  given  her  approval  to  this  request  in  the  following  way : 
1.  Because  many  members  of  the  Church  speak  the  English  language,  having  been 
brought   up   in   it  from  their   youth.     Not   understanding,   therefore,   the   Holland 
language  very  well,  they  are  prone  to  go  to  hear  ministers  of  other  denominations 
who  differ  In  opinion  and  doctrine  from  the  Dutch  Reformed  CHiorch. 
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%  Becauae  in  this  way  the  rights  and  privileges  given  to  the  Dutch  Reformed 

Ghnreh  hy  charter,  etc.,  are  better  protected.     Better  security  is  also  thus  thrown 

around  the  property  by  which  the  minlBters  are  supported,  and  the  alms  collected 

for  the  poor. — Under  these  points  of  view  you  should  ponder  the  action  of  the 

ClatBis  in  this  matter,  which  also  exactly  corresponds  with  your  own  testimony  (as 

to  your  desires,)   namely.  The  Maintenance  of  the  Rights  and   Privileges  of  the 

Btformed   Churches.     Our   resolution  also  corresponds  with   your  desires  in  other 

ntpeets,  namely,  that  they  who  hereafter  should  be  chosen  to  the  service  of  the 

church,  (elders  and  deacons,)  should  (not?)  subscribe  to  the  salary  of  the  English 

minliter.    This  is  founded  on  Article  3,  in  which  it  is  said  that  such  officers  of  the 

church  shall  bind  themselves  not  to  use  church-property  given  for  the  support  of 

Dotch  ministers  for  the  salary  of  English  speaking  ministers. — We  give  our  consent 

that  there  should  be  in  the  future  two  Dutch  ministers  to  preach  in  the  present 

dnireh-bulldings ;  but  no  member  of  the  Consistory  is  obliged  to  sign  his  name  for 

thfl  nlary  of  an  English  minister,  except  so  far  as  this:     that  he   (the  English 

ivetcher)  shall  receive  his  salary  from  voluntary  gifts  which  donors  may  subscribe; 

titd  for  the  payment  of  such  sum,  the  extra  number  of  members  of  Consistory  shall 

■slwcrlbe  their  names.     They  are  authorized  to  pay  such  sum  only  out  of  these 

Tolontsry  gifts,  and  not  out  of  the  funds  for  the  support  of  the  Dutch  ministers, 

•i  according  to  Article  2.     Now  this  matter,  looked  at  in  this  light,  corresponds 

entirely  with  your  ideas,  and  ought  not  to  be  called  "  an  unheard  of  oppression  of 

coMdence." 

3.  The  Classls  finally  approves  of  the  resolution  of  Consistory,  because  the  objee* 
tioni  brought  in  against  it  concern  only  the  matter  of  language.  They  say :  "  Whose- 
heart  will  not  deeply  feel  the  giving  up  of  the  Dutch  language? "  The  Classls^ 
however,  thinks  that  a  live  member  and  overseer  of  the  church  should  have  a 
teper  feeling  in  reference  to  the  ruin  and  loss  of  a  whole  congregation,  which  the 
Urd  had  gathered  together.  They  should  have  a  profounder  interest  in  the  sools 
of  men,  who  desire  the  solid  food  of  the  Gospel  in  the  English  language  and  from 
Bhdsters  who  are  able  to  serve  them. 

Brethren,  Just  consider  with  a  submissive  heart  the  motives  which  compelled  the 
IVev  York  Consistory  to  call  an  English  speaking  minister.  Porget  any  unduly 
ttfoog  words  uttered  by  any  of  them  on  this  subject,  if.  Indeed,  what  yoo  mention  of 
BtT.  Rltzema  is  true.  Show,  rather,  your  zeal  in  extending  the  Kingdom  of  Christ 
tttf  in  improving  your  former  methods  of  work.  Dear  brethren,  if  there  be  any 
eeonlAtion  in  Christ,  if  any  comfort  of  love,  if  any  fellowship  of  spirit,  if  any 
t^^f  and  mercies,  fulfill  ye  our  Joy,  by  permitting  us  to  hear  that  ye  are  of  one 
Bhid  la  this  matter.  May  unity  and  harmony  result  from  this  call  upon  Rev. 
I'ldly  (Laldlie),  recently  pastor  at  Vlisslngen,  (Plushlng,  Holland.)  He  is  an 
^QBorable  man,  well-known  in  the  churches  of  (the  province  of)  Zeeland,  of  plooa 
^^^rtcter,  and  whose  whole  aim  is  to  build  up  the  CThurch  of  CThrlst  on  earth.  May 
^  tdmonitlon  to  love,  given  by  Paul  to  the  divided  church  of  Corinth,  be  applied 
^  yonnelves  (In  reference  to  Rev.  Laldlie)  :  "  Now  if  Timothy  come,  see  that  he 
■^  he  with  you  without  fear ;  for  he  worketh  the  work  of  the  Lord,  as  I  also  do. 
Utnoman  therefore  despise  him:  but  conduct  him  forth  in  peace."     (1  Cor.  16:10, 

IL) 

^^  the  Lord  himself  direct  him  in  his  way  toward  you,  and  make  you  abound  in 
^  towsrd  each  other.     The  Lord  of  Peace  direct  your  hearts  to  the  love  of  God 
*^  of  til  the  brethren.     It  is  our  earnest  desire  that  we  may  not  be  disappointed  in 
^  oor  hopes,  while  we  consider  ourselves, 
Hon.  Sirs  and  Brethren, 

Tour  obedient  servants  in  the  Lord, 

Johannes  de  Lange,  Depp.  CI.  h.  t.  Praesls. 
Wlnoldus  Budde,  "        "     "  "  Scriba. 

^  ^  Name  and  by  Authority  of  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam, 
October  8rd,  1768. 
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Chuech  of  Nkw  York. 

New  York,  October  6.  17<I8. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Consistory,  It  was  resolved  that  the  bonds  of  the  treaaunt 
Adraln  Bancker,  be  delivered  to  one  of  the  elders  in  season  that  a  proper  Mcorits 
may  be  given. 

Present :     Domlnes  Ritzema  and  de  Ronde. 

Elders :       P.  Lott,  Cornelius  Bogart,  Cornelius  Clopper,  Simon  Johnson,  Theodon 

Van  Wyck,  J.  Bogart,  Jr. 
Deacons:     P.  Keteltas,  Isaac  Roosevelt,  Dirk  Brinkerhoff,  Q.  Rappelye,  Jakobm 
Roosevelt,  Gerard  Beekman. 


Opponents  of  English  Preaching. 

October  20,  the  day  of  election 
of  Consistory. 

I,  the  undersigned,  on  entering  the  Consistory  Chamber,  was  accosted  by  Ifr. 
Jacobus  Stoutcnberg,  who  asked  if  he  and  his  could  be  admitted  to  a  vote  In 
consistory.  I  answered  that  when  consistory  was  opened,  I  would  reply  to  him  In 
their  name.  The  matter  being  proposed  to  the  Consistory,  they  gave  answer  to 
him  in  the  Doophuis  that  they  thought  his  party  had  no  vote  according  to  tb« 
Charter. 

Whereon  a  paper  was  presented  by  Col.  Henry  Cnyler,  the  treasurer  De  Peyatorg 
Jacobus  Roosevelt,  Nicholas  Bayard,  and  signed  by  more  than  100  memben  tbmt 
present,  desiring  that  the  Consistory,  in  the  election,  would  abide  by  the  old  costom 
now  so  long  in  use.  This  was  made  known  to  Stoutenberg  and  his  party  with  tlM 
request  that  they  would  yield  thereto.     This  they  refused  to  do. 

Whereupon  they  desired  to  come  into  the  Consistory  Chamber,  the  conalatory 
having,  according  to  custom,  flnlsbed  the  election  and  gone  away.  They  also 
requested  me  to  take  part  with  them.  This  I  justly  declined,  having  already,  aa 
President,  directed  the  meeting.  They  pressed  into  the  Consistory  Chamber,  and 
finally  came  to  my  house,  and  wished  to  give  up  to  me  the  (names  of  the)  peracMia 
chosen  by  them,  and  certified  to  by  two  witnesses.  This  in  like  manner  I  refoaed. 
So  another  day,  the  persons  chosen  came  to  my  house  and  demanded  the  book  In 
order  to  put  their  names  therein.  Twice,  I  refused  to  give  it,  and  they  departed. 
This  I  certify  took  place. 

J.  Ritzema,  p.  t.  President. 

On  the  21st  of  November,  1763,  order  was  given  to  the  treasurer,  according  to  the 
resolution  of  consistory,  to  pay  to  domlnes  Ritzema  and  De  Ronde,  each  £30.  on  the 
Interest  of  £2000.  due  May  1764,  according  to  what  was  formerly  allowed  them  at 
their  previous  request. 

J.  Ritzema,  p.  t.  President. 


Petition  of  Maxy  Members  of  the  Dutch  Church  of  Nbw 
York,  to  the  Consistory,  to  Continue  to  Elect  Officsbs 
IN  THE  Old  Way,  Namely,  by  the  Choice  of  the  Consistory 
Alone.     Oct.  20,  1763. 

To  the  Rev.  and  Worthy  Consistory  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Chnreh  of  the 
City  of  New  York  : — 

The  Petition  and  humble  request  of  us,  the  underwritten,  communlcanta  of  tiie 
said  church,  sheweth — ^That  the  Petitioners  have  been  credibly  informed  that  aereral 
of  the  communicants  of  the  said  cburch  intend,  on  the  day  appointed  by  the  Charter 
of  the  said  church  for  electing  Elders,  Deacons  and  Church  Masters,  to  come  and 


OP  THE  State  op  New  York.  3901 

1763 

Tote  for  Elders,  Deacons  and  Church  Masters,  contrary  to  the  old  invariable  osage 
and  custom  of  the  said  church,  before,  and  since  obtaining  the  said  Charter :     That 
wa  judge  an  election  by  the  communicants  as  an  Infringement  on  the  constitution  of 
OQi  church,  and  tending  to  raise  heats,  controversies  and  animosities  among  the 
ncmbers  thereof,  contrary  to  that  love  and  esteem  which  ought  to  subsist  among 
the  professors  of  Christianity.     Our  earnest  request  and  desire  therefore  Is,  that 
tbe  Rev.  and  Worthy  Consistory  will  by  no  means  deviate  from  the  old  constitu- 
tional methods  of  electing  Elders,  Deacons  and  Church  Masters,  but  proceed  therein 
••  uaal,  notwithstanding  any  attempt  contrary  thereto ;  and  we  do  hereby  promise 
and  engage  personally  to  attend  on  the  day  aforesaid,  at  the  Dutch  Church,  there  to 
•(Ke  to  the   election,   nomination  and   appointment   that  shall   be  made  by   you, 
•eeording  to  the  usage  and  constitution  aforesaid.     We  pray  God  to  heal  the  unhappy 
bnceh  in  our  church ;  and  are,  with  great  esteem,  etc. 

Col.  Henry  Cuyler. 

Treasurer  De  Peyster. 

Jakobus  Roosevelt. 

Nicholas  Bayard. 

And  more  than  100  other  names. 

German  Ekpormed  Church,  New  York. 
Be?.  John  M.  Kem. — German  Church  joins  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

New  York,  October  28th,  1763. 

Ob  the  occasion  of  the  arrival  of  the  Reverend  Johann  Mlcheal  Kem  from  Qer- 
■ttoy,  u  minister  of  Ood's  word  to  the  German  Reformed  Congregation  in  New 
Yoik,  OQ  the  18th  Inst,  the  Consistory  thought  it  advisable  to  meet  to  consult  about 
thtitme  and  other  topics;  which  they  did  accordingly  on  the  above  date. 

Present: 

Johannes  Will,  Sebastian  Stephung,  Johannes  'Meyer—Elders. 

Abraham  Long,  Deacon;  with  other  members  of  the  congregation,  as 

Hdnrich  Will,  Johannes  Remlng.  Philip  Muller. 

Tha  following  points  were  discussed,  and  it  was  resolved: 

^  That  to  prevent  all  contentions,  we  unite  with  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  or 
^  Synod  of  Holland,  and  that  the  Low  Dutch  Ministers,  Dom.  Rltzema  and  De 
^*«»^e,  be  conferred  with,  in  order  to  carry  this  resolve  into  execution. 

2nd.  That  Dom.  De  Ronde  prepare  a  proper  report  according  to  the  order  of  the 
Uiw  Dutch  Church,  necessary  for  the  above  application. 

8rl  That  the  yearly  salary  of  our  minister.  Rev.  Kem,  be  one  hundred  pounds, 
vntl]  the  outstanding  debts  of  the  church  are  liquidated;  when  the  said  salary  shall 
^  tlaed  to  the  same  amount  paid  our  last  minister,  viz.  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pouBda. 

Sir  William  Johnson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 
Missionaries  among  the  Indians.     Indian  Prayer  Book. 

Johnson  Hall,  November  13,  1763. 

Mj  Lords,  In  obedience  to  your  Lordships  commands  of  the  5th  of  August  last, 
*  oow  do  myself  the  honour  of  writing  my  sentiments  concerning  Indian  affairs 
*"^  of  transmitting  the  best  state  I  am  able  at  present,  of  the  several  Nations 
^thln  nay  department,  with  whom  I  have  hitherto  had  Intercourse. 

Another  matter  extremely  essential,  will  be  a  choice  of  proper  Missionaries  to 
^f^We  imongst  the  Indians  In  their  own  Villages;  many  of  the  present  Missions 
•w  Ntabllshed  at  settlements  on  the  sea-sldo,  where  the  Nations  formerly  residing 
are  become  extinct,  or  reduced  to  an  Inconsiderable  number.  \^'hllst  other  Mlsslon- 
arfei  are  allowed  a  double  cure,  or  live  In  our  towns;  so  that  two  or  three  visits 
*■  •  year,  are  all,  that  the  Indians  get,  and  the  Missionaries  unable  to  speak  their 
^'■fMfe,  are  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  the   very  bad   Interpreters  which  the 
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Coantry  affords;  by  which  means  the  worthy  design  of  the  Society,  is  In  a  gnmt 
measure  defeated.  There  have  been  other  Missionaries,  who  have  too  often  used 
their  influence  in  obtaining  grants  of  Lands,  which  gives  the  Indians  the  most 
nnfavorable  opinion  of  their  worldly  and  interested  views.  The  Mohawlcs  lately 
told  me,  that  they  apprehended  the  reason,  they  had  not  Clergy  as  formerly 
amongst  them,  was,  because  they  had  no  more  land  to  spare. 

The  French,  who  greatly  outstripped  us  in  maicing  Proselytes,  sent  Jesnits  and 
others  amongst  the  Indians,  who  lived  in  their  Castles,  and  took  care  to  form 
them  by  their  Immediate  example  and  precept.  I  fear  we  shall  be  unable  to  pro- 
cure such  persons  amongst  our  Clergy,  but  I  would  humbly  recommend,  the 
necessity  there  is  for  sending  some  such  persons  to  reside  amongst  the  Mohawks 
and  Oneldaes  in  particular;  these  two  nations  having  a  very  Religious  turn,  and 
desire  for  learning  the  Christian  Religion,  In  which  many  of  them  are  become  great 
pi^flclents,  reading  the  Liturgy  and  preaching  amongst  themselves,  to  promote 
which,  I  have  caused  a  new  edition  of  the  prayer  book  etc.,  to  be  printed  in  their 
own  language,  with  some  necessary  additions.  Two  youths,  a  Mohawk  and  an 
Oneida,  whom  I  sent  to  school,  being  returned,  and  appearing  very  zealously  and 
devoutly  inclined,  deserve  the  notice  of  the  Society;  as  from  their  connection  and 
resdcnce,  they  would  prove  of  much  use;  for  I  observe  with  regret,  that  few  of 
our  people  can  be  found,  who  will  sacrifice  the  advantages  and  enjoyments  of  Ufe 
to  reside  in  their  Villages,  without  which,  they  are  of  little  utility. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  most  profound  respect.  My  Lords,  Tour  Lord- 
ships* most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Wm.  Johnson. 

—Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  VoL  vii,  pp.  672.  679,  580,  581. 

Correspondence  From  America. 

The  Conferentie  to  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  November  17,  1768.     Vol.  SS, 

page  69.     No.  840. 

Reverend  Sirs,  Fathers  and  Brethren  In  Christ:— 

We  had  the  honor  to  announce  to  you  on  the  8th  of  June  of  this  year,  that  we 
had  received  your  welcome  letter  of  the  11th  of  January,  on  the  5th  of  June, 
together  with  that  addressed  to  the  so-called  Coetus;  and  also  one  to  us,  a  com- 
mittee of  four,  on  the  affairs  of  Queens  County.  What  has  been  done  In  that  case 
we  hereby  let  you  know. 

We  have  spoken  several  times  to  Mr.  Keteltas,  and  have  done  all  in  our  power 
to  make  his  Rev.  understand  his  errors,  and  to  bring  him  to  right  views.  At  times 
these  efforts  seemed  to  bear  some  good  fruit:  but  at  last  his  stubbornness  was  fully 
exhibited,  so  that  we  could  not  escape  his  misrepresentations:  for  example,  "as  if 
we  thoujfht  that  the  truth  was  simply  to  be  found  in  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church;" 
'*that  we  blindly  followed  those  theories  with  repnrd  to  the  Eternal  Generation  of 
the  Son."  All  this  has  had  such  effect  upon  the  congregation,  that  they  have  cnt 
loose  from  his  Rev.,  without  Its  having  caused  any  great  division  In  the  congrega- 
tion. He,  however,  still  lives  right  among  them.  Only  a  few  can  yet  be  found 
who  cling  to  him,  as  is  evident  from  the  Call,  which  accompanies  this  letter.  This 
speaks  for  Itself  and  we  have  little  to  say  about  It. 

One  thing,  however,  is  desired  by  us.  Inasmuch  as  the  Call  has  been  written 
by  Rev.  Ulplanus  Van  Sinderen,  as  moderator,  and  therefore  our  customs  have 
beei%  observed  In  the  Call  Itself;  yet  It  is  not  meant  that  the  whole  Classis  is 
authorized  to  look  out  for  a  minister,  but  that  this  authority  should  be  simply  con- 
ferred upon  the  Deputatl  ad  Res  Exteras;  that  to  them  full  power  Is  given  to  look 
around  for  a  qualified  man;  and  when  one  is  found  to  present  him  to  the  Claaals, 
and  that  the  whole  Classls  then  execute  It. 

Further  we  must  observe  that  the  congregation  desires  a  speedy  execution  of  this 
call.  We  are  aware  also  of  the  difficulties  In  finding  on  opportunity  to  send  a  min- 
ister direct  from  Amsterdam.  If,  therefore,  It  should  happen  that  no  fit  oppor- 
tunity should  be  found  at  Amsterdam,  that  then  he  should  be  sent  via,  London, 
becanse  the  need  of  the  congregation  requires  as  much  speed  as  possible.     We  can- 
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not  but  hope  that  God  may  bleaa  your  efforts*  and  that  yon  may  send  a  worthy 
person,  who  shall  respond  to  the  pious  undertaking  of  the  congregation;  and  that 
thereby  the  way  may  be  further  opened,  to  arouse  the  desires  of  other  congrega- 
tions to  hare  ministers  sent  from  the  Fatherland. 

We  announce  our  intention   of  meeting  in  October,   with  regard   to  the  above 
aimed  letter  of  the  Bev.  Classis.     We  expected  that,  in  the  meantime,  we  should 
veeelTe  a  further  reply  about  the  second  pamphlet  of  Rev.  (John)  Leydt,  as  well  as 
thit  of  RcT.  Ritxema,  in  answer  to  it;  as  also,  what  has  been  done  by  the  Commis- 
sioner,  (of  the   Coetus)    Hardenbergh.     But  we   must  say   that   our  expectations 
Utherto  have  been  disappointed;  for  Rev.  Hardenbergh  has  giyen  us  no  informa- 
tioQ  whatever,  (about  his  visit  to  Holland),  not  even  a  single  word,  although  we 
bafe  been  some  hours  in  his  company.     Only  we  hear  that  it  was  not  accordng  to 
Ut  desire.     There  is  a  rumor  also  that  Rev.  (John)  Leydt,  who  now  seems  to  be 
done  with  us,  will  take  up  his  pen  against  the  Classis.     There  are  still  further 
proofs  of  their  obstinacy  of  purpose,  for,  just  before  the  arrival  of  Hardenbergh, 
they  have  again  made  three  candidates;  and  we  are  told  that  they  will  be  installed 
In  the  congregation  at  the  first  opportunity. 

With  regard  to  the  church  of  Flshklll:  it  has  gone  to  such  an  extreme  that 
ahnost  the  entire  congregation  is  separated  from  the  Consistory.  They  want  a 
minister  from  Holland;  whilst  the  majority  of  the  consistory,  who  can  get  scarcely 
ten  members  of  the  congregation  to  agree  with  them,  want  to  force  in  one  of  these 
newly  made  ministers.  The  result  will  show  what  such  conduct  will  finally  produce. 
This  much  Is  certain,  that  the  eyes  of  most  of  the  people  are  getting  opened. 
We  can  see  no  other  way,  In  this  aflTalr,  but  that  this  clique  declare  itself  Inde- 
pendent; and  that  then  the  congregations  all  over  the  country,  be  provided  with 
ministers  who  adhere  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church.  One  of 
ns  went  to  the  trouble,  this  spring,  to  attempt  to  settle  the  difficulties  at  Tappan. 
lnd«»ed,  the  foundation  thereto  was  settled  by  a  written  contract.  But  after  his 
departure  from  us,  the  domine  circulated  that  he  had  been  justified.  This  upset 
everything  again.  The  domine  there  receives  little  more  than  half  of  his  salary, 
and  there  are  still  thirty-nine  heads  of  families  under  discipline. 

We  are  still  expecting  two  vessels  from  Amsterdam,  the  Boston  and  the  Smith. 
By  these  we  hope  to  receive  some  tidings;  else  we  must  request  the  Classis  to 
▼rtte  ns  via  London,  let  It  cost  what  It  may.  This  is  in  order  that  we  may  meet 
next  spring  to  settle  up  things  here,  according  to  the  best  we  can  do.  It  would 
•^•0  be  very  kind  If  the  Classis  would  be  pleased  to  urge  those  of  Albany  to  do 
their  dnty.  Domine  Westerlo  Is  well  Inclined  that  way.  but  his  consistory  seems 
to  hare  no  desire  for  it. 

Herewith  we  must  now  close,  with  the  hope  and  expectation  that  Jehovah  God, 
whose  cause  we  Intend  to  maintain,  may  strengthen  ns,  to  quench  all  disorders, 
and  to  maintain  all  order  In  our  midst.  We  also  hope  that  the  Rev.  Classis  will 
not  deny  as  the  needed  aid;  but  that  they  will  assist  us  with  all  their  might, 
^^n  We  cannot  expect  otherwise  than  that  all  difficulties  with  regard  to  these 
afbirs  will  soon  find  an  end. 

^^  rtgn  ourselves  with  the  greatest  veneration  and  respect,  Rev.  Sirs,  Fathers 
*"*  Brethren  in  Christ, 

Tour  Revs,  obedient  servants. 

Joannes  RItzema 
Lambertns  de  Ronde 
U.  van  Slnderen,  V.  D.  M. 
Johannes  Caspanis  Rubel. 
*^^«  Island,  Nov.  17,  1763. 

CoRRESPONDE??^CE   FrOM   AmERICA. 

"•^-  Lambertus  De  Ronde  to  one  of  the  Deputies  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Not. 
24.  1763 ;  with  a  Postscript.     Vol.  33,  page  72.     No.  342. 

*J»l»t  Rev.  Sir  and  Much  Esteemed  Brother:— 

^•^ng  heard  that  your  Rev.  Is  one  of  the  DeputatI  ad  Res  Exteras,  I  take  the 
^^**ty  of  addressing  your  Rev.  with  a  friendly  and  earnest  request,  and  asking  your 
•M  in  what  I  shall  propose. 


1763 


3904  Ecclesiastical  Records 

1763 

Your  Rev.  must  have  heard  that  on  account  of  the  Increasing  use  of  the  English 
tongue  over  here,  and  the  decreasing  use  of  the  Dutch,  our  Consistory  and  congre- 
gation generally  have  found  themselves  conscientiously  compelled,  in  order  to 
retain  sound  i^Jvangelical  doctrine,  to  call  another  minister  who  shall  preach  in 
English,  although  called  according  to  the  (Dutch  Church)  Constitution.  The  Call 
has  already  been  sent  to  Holland,  notwithstanding  much  trouble  already  experi- 
enced on  account  of  it,  and  more  which  we  may  yet  experience  from  a  constant,  but 
unreasonable  opposition. 

But  besides  this  useful  effort  of  the  Consistory,  it  has  also  pleased  the  Disposer 
of  all  things,  to  stimulate  me,  his  unworthy  servant,  to  attempt  something,  which 
shortly  before,  I  would  hardly  have  thought  possible.  I  perceive  the  great  need  of  m 
translation  of  the  Heidelberg  Catechism  into  English  in  order  that  old  and  young 
might  obtain  a  correct  view,  through  that  language,  of  our  Reformed  and  consolatory 
doctrines,  and  thus,  under  the  influence  of  the  Spirit,  be  kept  from  going  astray, 
after  the  various  sects  and  seducers  in  our  midst.  I  was,  indeed,  deeply  conscious 
of  my  insufliclency  in  this  difficult  (English)  language.  But  I  implored  the  Lord's 
assistance  and  enlightenment ;  and  after  three  months  labor,  by  day  and  often  by 
night,  I  succeeded  in  producing  a  System  of  Truth,  or  a  Compendium  of  Divine 
Truth  after  the  plan  of  the  Heidelberg  Catechism.  It  follows  the  method  of  expo- 
sition in  the  Fatherland  by  orthodox  ministers  there.  It  also  contains  a  small 
treatise  for  little  children  who  have  Just  begun  to  pluck  the  fruit  of  divine  truth 
by  means  of  the  English  tongue.  Thus  also,  if  the  Lord  will,  we  shall  soon  begin  to 
instruct  our  grown  up  people,  in  the  principles  of  our  faith,  as  it  is  in  Christ,  io 
that  same  tongue. 

The  production  of  this  work  has  been  not  only  of  considerable  satisfaction  to  our 
own  congregation,  which  is  greatly  pleased  thereat,  and  sees  a  special  Providence  In 
its  preparation  just  now,  and  is  very  grateful  to  Jehovah  therefor ;  but  it  is  also 
very  acceptable  to  the  Professors  in  the  Presbyterian  College  and  to  the  members  of 
those  churches :  for  it  is  believed  it  will  be  useful  to  their  students  and  others. 
Subsequently  I  also  saw  more  clearly  why  God  called  me  to  this  undertaking;  for 
there  are  many  errorists  among  us,  such  as  Moravians,  Anabaptists,  Arminlans  and 
others.  Against  these  I  have  always  been  very  zealous  in  my  preaching.  But  I 
never  knew  before,  nor  could  I  have  imagined  what  other  kinds  of  errorists  dwelt 
in  our  very  midst,  but  these  have  now  burst  suddenly  forth  upon  my  vision,  since  I 
have  come  to  understand  English  and  have  published  my  System  of  Truth  In  that 
tongue.  These  others  are  Antinomians  and  Fanatics,  who  have  issued  writings 
prepared  in  a  very  subtle  way.  and  under  the  guise  of  Gospel  truths.  They  came 
over  from  England,  that  breeding  place  of  heresy,  and  are  not  only  ministers,  but 
others  also.  Their  doctrines  are  very  easy  and  pleasant  to  the  flesh,  and  have  been 
already  embraced  by  many  of  our  own  members.  There  is  a  so-called  minister 
among  them,  of  the  Seceders  of  the  Scotch  Church,  and  who  recommends  these 
heretical  books. 

For  such  reasons  have  I  published  my  "  System  " ;  and  it  is  by  such  as  these 
referred  to,  that  our  Catechism  is  so  dreadfully  slandered.  Even  I  am  called  an 
Arminian,  because  I  insist  on  Rood  works  being  manifested,  and  require  obedience 
to  the  Word  of  God,  as  an  expression  of  gratitude  (for  redemption)  ;  but  they  do 
not  require  such  things.  They  want  only  the  act  of  Faith,  founded  on  a  mere 
persuasion  thai  all  one's  sins  are  forgiven,  or  on  One's  own  full  assurance  thereof, 
without  any  evidence  from  the  Word  of  God  or  from  personal  experience  of  Qod*8 
grace.  They  absolutely  forbid  any  one  to  have  any  doubts ;  although  they  do  not 
require  any  previous  repentance  or  humiliation  for  sin,  l)efore  hoping  for  God*s 
favor.  But  this  cannot  be.  Such  is  only  a  make-believe  faith.  They  are  not 
required  to  care  about  conviction  of  sin,  nor  need  they  fight  against  it.  They 
assert  that  their  method  is  best  for  believers.  That  they  must  simply  love  God; 
that  they  can  love  him.  If  they  only  know  that  He  has  loved  them  in  Christ;  that 
otherwise  God  seems  only  hateful. 

But  alas !  what  wickedness  Is  this !  Where  is  then  the  love  which  God  Is  worthy 
to  receive  from  believers,  because  he  Is  that  Being  who  ought  to  be  feared  from  his 
very  nature,  because  he  Is  so  glorious,  and  holy,  and  truth-loving.  Even  If  there 
were  no  heaven  to  be  hoped  for,  men  ought  always  to  love  him  with  a  love  at  once 
glowing  and  ardent.  (See  Ps.  73  and  Canticles  5.)  And  then  on  account  of  the 
blessings  which  he  bestows  on  us  in  Jesus  Christ  his  Son,  we  should  be  willing  to 
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nffer  condemnation.  Such  m  lore  Is  worthy  of  all  thankfulness.  Wonld  It  not  be 
only  i  form  of  self-lore  to  represent  it  differently.  Yet  such  a  lore  of  Qod  (founded 
OB  onr  own  self-love)  they  disgracefully  press  upon  us.  They  do  not  properly 
rerere  that  Exalted  Being,  (for  what  ^e  is  in  Himself)  ;  before  whom  even  seraphs 
Tdl  their  faces. 

This,  with  other  matters,  which  I  hope  will  come  under  the  eyes  of  your  Revs., 
btTe  compelled  me  thus  to  write  Por  I  hear  that  my  "  System  '*  has  been  greatly 
depreciated  by  some  of  these  errorists  in  our  own  congregation,  and  by  others  out- 
fide,  though  belonging  to  the  Reformed  Paith.  Yea,  it  has  even  been  published  from 
the  pulpit  that  if  any  one  has  any  objections  to  bring  against  it,  or  if  it  be  contrary 
to  onr  Articles  of  Paith,  that  such  objectors  should  be  pleased  to  address  them- 
wires  to  our  (Consistory,  in  order  thaf  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  my  views  might  be 
made  manifest ;  and  that  the  matter  might  be  dealt  with  according  to  Church  Order. 
Bnt  up  to  the  present  time  no  such  objector  has  appeared.  Nevertheless,  the  mis- 
representations continue. 

There  are  also  some  who  formerly  attended  my  church,  persons  in  whom  I  had  had 
great  confidence  and  who  held  daily  converse  with  me,  but  who  now  come  out 
openly  and  follow  these  antlnomian  ministers ;  and  many  do  the  same  among  those 
•o-ealled  Coetus  brethren.  These  latter  continue  to  rebel  against  the  Rev.  Classis, 
tnd  are  by  no  means  free  from  the  contagion  of  these  same  errors,  as  I  shall  prove 
to  yon  with  sufficient  reasons.  But  they  thereby  show  what  spirit  they  are  possessed 
of.  These  things  pain  me  in  my  heart,  and  often  drive  me  to  the  throne  of  God  to 
pray  that  he  would  be  gracious  to  Zion  and  heal  all  the  wounds.  But  I  consider 
it  an  honor  to  suffer  obloquy  for  Jesus'  sake.  Oh  that  God  would  prepare  me  to 
mffer  affliction,  if  need  be,  as  well  as  all  who  are  called  thereto. 

Meanwhile  I  think  it  to  be  my  duty  to  use  all  possible  means  to  try  to  save  many 
<tf  these  poor  Ignorant  souls;  to  strive  to  prevent  these  noxious  growths  from 
spreading  any  further  in  this  field  (lit.  acre)  of  God's  Church,  and,  if  possible,  to 
^tirpate  them  root  and  branch.  I  have,  therefore,  thought  well  to  send  over  to 
you  my  '♦  System  of  Truth  ",  for  your  Inspection.  It  contains  (in  English)  the 
fondamentals  of  our  Christian  religion,  according  to  the  teachings  of  the  Heidelberg 
Catechism,  arranged  in  clear  questions  and  answers.  These  will  be  useful  in 
*»»tructlng  persons  (who  prefer  English)  in  our  pure  Confession  of  Faith,  etc.  I 
i^d  it  to  those  Rev.  gentlemen,  Messrs.  Longueville  and  Bllnshall,  ministers  of  the 
^Kllsh  speaking  Church  in  Amsterdam  ;  (as  also  a  book  of  a  certain  man  named 
Marshall,  called  *•  Gospel-Mystery  ")  :  I  send  it  to  them,  because  they  understand 
English,  and,  according  to  directions  given,  they  will  report  on  it  to  the  Rev.  Classis, 
and  secure  an  expression  of  opinion  on  my  publication.  I  trust  that  the  Rev. 
Cl^isis  will  be  pleased  to  send  their  approbation  by  the  first  opportunity,  written 
twth  in  Dutch  and  in  English,  that  I  may  be  relieved  from  the  painful  obloques  and 
■iftnderings  uttered  against  me ;  and  that  my  labors,  done  In  all  sincerity  for  thirteen 
J«ars  past,  as  the  Judge  of  hearts  knows,  and  as  my  congregation  can  also  testify, 
"»*y  not  be  Impeded. 

I  also  make  request,  if  the  High  Rev.  Assembly  think  well  of  it,  that  the  Rev. 
^■■Is  would  express  their  disapprobation  of  that  erroneous,  soul -destroying  book, 
(Harshall,  above  alluded  to,  generally  styled  **  Marshall  on  Sanctiflcatlon  ")  also  sent 
^^T'  This,  instead  of  inciting  a  person  to  real  holiness,  which  is  so  beautiful  in 
^  ^es  of  the  Holy  One  of  Israel,  rather  leads  him  into  greater  self-security  and 
**r*iessness.  Will  not  the  Rev.  Classis  also  be  pleased  to  send  over  orders,  that  all 
^•forined  ministers  subject  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  and  all  others  who 
are  one  with  us  in  doctrine,  warn  their  congregations  against  such  teachings,  and  to 
withdraw  themselves  from  such  ministers  who  dare  recommend  such  books.  This 
*■  ^J^e  only  way.  accordlne  to  ray  way  of  thinking,  and  with  God's  blessing,  to  resist 
these  errors,  and  to  bring  the  erring  ones  back  again  ;  better  than  all  preaching 
•**'n8t  such  errors,  for  some  are  prejudiced  against  such  preaching. 

^^d  it  is  not  only  among  our  (Dutch)  congregations,  Worthy  Sirs,  that  these 
^^^tB  prevail,  but  also  among  the  orthodox  Presbyterians,  who  preach  according  to 
*■•  Westminster  Catechism  and  Confession  of  Faith,  and  who  agree  with  us  in 
doctrine.  The  danger  among  them  is  also  all  the  greater,  because  their  very 
'•■P^ctable  congregation  (the  Wall  St.  Presbyterian  Church,  New  York)  was  a  few 
^yi  ago  deprived  by  death  of  their  much  beloved,  highly  educated,  godly  and 
^thful  pastor,  a  beloved  and  intimate  friend  of  mine,  David  Bostwick.     To  him, 
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during  three  years  past,  these  errors  have  been  a  great  sorrow.  He  expressed  him- 
self freely  on  this  matter,  even  on  his  death-bed.  During  my  absence,  he  recom- 
mended my  '*  System  of  Truth  *'  to  many,  as  being  conformable  In  all  respects  to  the 
**  Confession  of  Faith  **  of  the  pure  Protestant  Church. 

I  pray  you,  therefore,  Rev.  gentlemen,  to  come  to  my  help,  who  am  your  brother, 
but  despised  by  certain  ones  for  the  cause  of  truth ;  come  to  my  help,  in  order  to 
maintain  willingly  the  cause  of  Christ,  and  to  defend  it.  May  your  Revs,  be  pleased 
to  enter  into  dispute  with  the  minister  already  mentioned,  and  may  the  Rev.  Classis 
do  her  duty,  that  the  Word  of  Truth  may  have  free  course,  and  the  Church  of  God 
be  built  up  on  her  eternal  foundation,  Jesus  Christ.  To  this  end,  I  earnestly  wish 
for  your  entire  Rev.  Assembly,  the  enlightening  and  qualifying  Spirit  of  the  Lord. 

I  would  have  sent  my  "  System  "  to  you  before  this,  in  writing ;  but,  in  the  first 
place,  it  would  have  delayed  the  publication  too  long  a  time  to  do  this,  for  the 
necessities  of  the  Church  required  it  as  soon  as  possible;  and  secondly,  there  was 
the  danger  of  losing  it,  (if  the  original  manuscript  were  sent)  :  and  the  cost  of 
duplicating  It  over  here  would  have  been  very  great. 

It  will  be  a  special  satisfaction  to  me  if  your  Rev.  will  speedily  honor  me  with 
a  letter.  I  request  an  Interest  in  your  prayers,  even  as  I  earnestly  desire  the  Lord'a 
blessing  upon  the  person  of  your  Rev.,  upon  your  holy  work  and  upon  your  family. 
May  the  gracious  God  cause  us  all  to  experience  more  fully  the  power  of  his  predoue 
truth,  that  In  the  consciousness  of  this,  we  may  ever  become  more  steadfast,  and 
may  abound  in  the  truth.  May  we  be  of  those  who  know  that,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
our  work  shall  not  be  in  vain  in  the  Lord ;  but  that  of  his  free  mefcy,  and  according 
to  the  riches  of  his  loving-kindness,  it  shall  be  made  manifest. 

I  am.  Right  Rev.  Sir,  and  Much  Esteemed  Brother, 
Your  Revs.  D.  W.  ( ?)  servant  and  brother, 

Lambertua  De  Bonde. 

New  York,  Nov.  24,  1763. 

P.  S.  If  your  Revs,  (the  Deputatl)  know  of  any  other  ministers,  besides  those 
above  mentioned,  lovers  of  the  truth  and  godly  livers,  men  who  understand  Bngllah, 
of  sound  Judgment,  and  who  are  capable  of  detecting  the  poison  (of  false  doctrine) : 
it  would  be  well  to  band  over  to  them  also  that  book  of  Marshall.  But  I  leave  thl» 
to  the  Judgment  of  your  Revs.,  hoping,  however  that  those  gentlemen  (of  the  Engllab- 
speaking  church  in  Amsterdam),  preach  in  conformity  with  our  doctrine,  for  their 
Revs,  are  unknown  to  me.  If  your  Revs,  (the  Deputatl)  think  proper,  hand  over  to 
them  both  letter  and  book ;  otherwise  give  them  to  those  whom  you  think  best,  so 
that  the  Rev.  Classis  may  gain  a  clear  Insight  of  its  significance.  Great  care,  how- 
ever, must  be  tnken,  in  reference  to  this  matter;  because  even  in  English  printed 
letters,  I  find  the  names  of  English-speaking  ministers  in  Rotterdam  and  other 
places,  concerning  whom,  I  know  not  whether  they  go  astray  or  not 

Above  all,  do  not  take  It  amiss  that  I  thus  express  my  thoughts  to  your  Revs.  It 
is  only  my  anxiety  for  the  Truth  that  weighs  upon  me,  and  not  in  the  least  any 
doubts  about  the  discretion  of  your  Revs.  But  because  It  Is  about  an  English  book 
that  I  am  speaking,  It  seemed  well  to  add  one  thing  to  another.  I  have  requested  • 
merchant  living  here  to  look  after  the  postage,  or  other  expenses,  so  that  your  Revs. 
will  incur  no  personal  costs. 

Your  Revs,  will  probably  ask,  Are  there  no  men  here  (in  America)  who  are  able 
to  reply  to  such  erroneous  books?  O  yes.  Rev.  Sir.  The  highly  educated  Mr, 
Edward  Dickson  has  done  that  very  thing :  and  lately  especially,  Mr.  Bellamy,  by 
means  of  a  "  Dialogue  **,  has  exhibited  their  errors  to  the  full  light  of  day,  and 
refuted  them  with  most  powerful  arguments.     But  to  these  they  pay  no  attention. 

I  am  also  at  present  writing  little  Tracts  in  the  English  language,  whose  titles 
will  be  as  follows : 

•*  The  Pearl  and  Ornament  of  True  Christianity. — The  Fountain  of  Spiritual 
Activity. — The  Beginning  of  the  Service  of  God. — The  Life  of  the  Soul. — ^The  Sinew 
of  our  Strength. — The  Bond  of  our  Union  with  Christ,  the  Chiefest  Glory  of 
Christians,  as  well  as  of  our  Most  Holy  Faith.'* — Explained,  Established,  Defended, 
and  applied. 

I  pray  the  Lord  that  the  works  of  those  men  (Dickson  and  Bellamy?)  may  be 
blessed,  as  well  as  the  similar  work  of  others.  But  such  works  are  not  like  the 
decision  of  such  a  l)ody  aa  the  entire  Classis  of  Amsterdam.  Methlnks  that  thlir 
with  God*8  blessing,  will  bring  them  to  sober  refiections. 
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I  also  request  yon  not  to  take  It  amiss,  It  I  ask  your  Rev.  to  hand  the  letter 
enclosed  to  my  mother. 

(For  a  reference  to  this  English  work  of  De  Ronde  on  the  Catechism,  And  other 
of  his  published  works,  see  Corwln's  Manual,  4th  ed.  1901,  pages  417,  418.  The 
Tracts  above  alluded  to  were  probably  never  published.) 

Acts  of  tub  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Rev.  Archibald  Laidlie. 

1763,  Dec.  5th.     The  English  minister  Eev.  Longueville,  and 

lis  colleague  (James  Blinshall,  D.  D.)  after  the  exhibition  (un- 

boeoming)  of  the  facts  of  the  case  to  this  Assembly,  gave  the 

papers  concerning  the  separation  of  Kev.  Leadly  (Laidlie)  from 

the  English  Consistory  at   Flushing,    (Zeeland),    and  from   the 

CLissis  of  Walcheren.     These  are  all  in  good  order  and  very 

laudable.    They  request  accordingly  that  Kev.  Archibald  Leadley 

(Laidlie)  aforesaid  may  now  be  installed  here  for  the  Holy  Office 

in  the  church  of  Nevsr  York.     This  Assembly  gladly  grants  this 

request  in  pursuance  of  their  resolution  at  the  regular  meeting  of 

Classis  of  October  3,  1763,  Art.  5.    This  installation  was  now  per^ 

fomed  by  the  Eev.  President.     Thereupon    the    installed    one 

signed  the  Formulae  of  Concord,  and  promised  to  maintain  the 

correspondence  with  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,     xiii.  379. 

(Anotheb  Account  From  the  Volume  of  Letters.) 

I^fcnission  of  Eev.  (Archibald)  Laidlie  from  Vlissingen  (Flush- 
ing) to  go  to  New  York,  Dec.  5,  1763.  Vol.  31,  page  223. 
No.  147. 

The  record  of  the  Classical  Assembly  held  at  Amsterdam  Dec. 
^7 1'^CS,  Eev.  de  Lange,  President,  contains  the  following  minute : 

The  English  minister,  de  Longueville,  together  with  his  col- 
league^  after  congratulations,  presented  to  this  Assembly  the  docu- 
nients,  dissolving  the  relation  of  Eev.  Laidlie,  (with  his  church), 
^ey  also  showed  his  collegiate  qualification.  These  documents 
were  from  the  English  Consistory  at  Vlissingen,  and  from  the 
CWsis  of  Walcheren.  These  were  all  found  to  be  in  regular 
order  and  were  praiseworthy.  They  thereupon  requested  that 
^^  said  Eev.  Archibald  Laidlie  may  be  installed  here,  into  the 
ficirice  of  the  divine  ministry  into  the  Church  of  New  York. 
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The  Assembly,  pursuant  to  the  action  of  the  Classis,  on  October  3 
1763,  section  5,  performed  this  act  most  willingly,  as  is  testified  b^ 
the  President.  Whereupon  the  now  installed  minister,  signec 
the  Formulas  of  Unity,  and  promised  to  maintain  the  correspond 
ence  with  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
Sic  tester, 

Johannes  Kalkoen,  V.  D,  M.  Amst.  and  Rev.  CI. 

Dep.  ad  Res  Exteras,  h.  t.  Scriba 

Lieutenant-Governor  Golden  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[Church  Charters.] 

New  York,  December  7,  1763. 
My  Lords, 

in  the  year  1759,  the  Lutheran  Congrefcation  in  this  Cltty,  encouraged  b; 
their  constant  &  uniform  good  behaviour,  whence  they  hoped  to  receive  the  Indnl 
gence  of  the  Crown,  warmly  solliclted  the  Late  Lieutenant  Governor  De  Lancej 
for  the  Royal  grant  or  Charter  of  Incorporation,  with  the  usual  powers  to  thel 
Minister,  Elders  and  Deacons.  The  petition  which  they  then  preferred  havlni 
been  discussed  in  Council,  was  advised  to  be  granted,  but  Mr.  De  Lnncey  flndlni 
a  like  application  from  the  principal  dissenting  Congregation  in  the  City,  an< 
apprenending  others  would  follow  the  example,  declined  giving  any  Charter,  nntl 
he  should  have  laid  the  matter  before  your  Ix>rdshipps*  predecessors  in  office,  ant 
have  received  their  sentiments  on  the  point,  that  appeared  to  him  of  too  mue 
importance  to  be  determined  by  the  authority  of  the  Government  here.  Mr.  D 
Lancey's  death  happening  shortly  after,  the  parties  interested  dropt  their  solid 
tations  until  lately,  the  Lutherans  thought  proper  to  renew  theirs,  by  a  Petltloi 
they  presented  to  me,  which  I  layd  before  His  Majesty's  Council;  who  foreseeln 
the  variety  of  applications  that  would  necessarily  follow  the  granting  of  thit 
declined  entering  any  further  into  the  consideration  of  the  matter,  than  to  advis 
me  to  lay  the  Petition  before  your  Lordshlpps. 

The  papers  on  this  subject  your  I^ordshipps  have  enclosed.  Except  the  Estah 
lished  Church,  here  are  only  four  instances  of  the  grant  of  such  (^'hartors,  whle 
were  made  to  the  Dutch  (Church.  By  one  of  the  Articles,  on  the  surrender  of  th 
Province  in  the  year  1G64.  The  Rights  of  that  Church  are  expressly  resen-ec 
which  Is  prohably  the  reason  why  the  Government  thoujrht  fit  to  favour  the  Dutc 
Congregations  beyond  those  of  other  Denominations;  but  It  may  be  questlone 
whether  these  articles  are  not  confined  personally  to  the  then  Inhabitants;  an 
it  is  further  to  be  observed,  that  the  Dutch  reconqiierod  this  Province  In  the  yea 
1674,  and  the  states  of  Holland  surrendered  It  by  the  Treaty  of  Breda  wlthou 
any  conditions.     [?] 

On  perusal  of  His  Majesty's  instructions,  I  find,  a  particular  attention  to  th 
Interests  &  advancement  of  the  Church  of  England;  and  that  the  strictest  regar 
Is  to  be  paid  to  the  Act  of  Toleration.  But  there  Is  nothing  In  them  so  explicll 
as  I  think  will  justify  me  in  extending  to  the  other  Religious  Denominations  th 
ample  privileges  and  Indulgencles,  which  In  this  Province  have  hitherto  been  con 
fined  to  the  Established  Church,  except  the  few  Instances  above  cited. 

As  the  Dissenters  in  this  and  the  neighboring  Colonies  are  more  numerous,  thai 
those  of  the  Church  of  England,  Your  Lordshlpps  will  judge  how  far  it  is  consisten 
with  good  policy  and  the  English  Constitution,  to  put  the  Dissenters,  in  respect  t 
the  point  in  question,  upon  an  equality  with  the  Established  Church— Your  Lord 
shipps  determination  shall  be  received  with  the  greatest  submission  by. 

My  Lords, 

Your  most  obedient  &  faithful  servant. 

Cadwallader  Colden. 
—Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  Vol.  Til.  pp.  585.  586. 
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Church  of  Netw  York. 
Call  of  Rev.  Laidlie.     Increased  accomniodations  needed. 

New  York,  December  7,  1763. 
Ooiwlstory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

it  was  represented  that  inasmuch  as  domine  Laidly  had  accepted  the  call  to  be 
English  preacher,  it  was  necessary  that  the  proposed  gallery  should  be  constructed. 
This  was  taken  Into  consideration  and  plans  were  presented  by  Mr.  Hardenbrock 
and  Mr.  Brestede. 

It  was  resolved.  That  the  gallery  opposite  the  pulpit  should  be  twenty-one  feet 

deep;  the  south  gallery feet  deep.     The  construction  of  it  was  committed  to 

the  aforesaid  carpenters.  The  posts  supporting  the  gallery  shall  be  of  red  cedar 
and  be  ordered  from  Georgia.  The  carpenters  will  make  out  the  statement  and 
Mr.  Byyank  will  give  the  order. 

A  bnilding  committee  was  appointed  of  Theodore  van  Wyck,  Isaac  Roosevelt* 
Abram  P.  Lott.  Dirk  Brinkerhoff  and  Anthony  Ten  Kyck,  a  majority  of  whom 
Bhoold  be  able  to  act.  This  committee  shall  at  once  request  the  able  men  of  the 
Roling  and  of  the  Great  Consistory,  to  disburse  the  necessary  money  freely  for  a 
year,  so  as  to  delay  the  longer  the  payment  of  Interest. 

Resolved,  That  the  seats  in  the  gallery  be  not  sold,  but  rented,  and  that  the  rent 
be  paid  yearly;  otherwise  the  places  to  be  rented  again. 

The  same  committee  as  before  was  appointed  to  answer  the  letter  last  received 
from  Amsterdam.  They  should  especially  request  Mr.  Daniel  Crommelin,  In  Am- 
sterdam, and  also  Mr.  Liebenrood,  in  London,  to  forward  the  account  of  moneyB 
expended  by  them. 

Reverend  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson  to  Archbishop  Seckeb. 
Kings  College.  Necessity  of  Bishops.  Evils  of  Charter 
Governments. 

Stratford,  December  20,  1768. 
**»y  It  please  Your  Grace, 

J  humbly  ask  your  Grace's  pardon  for  troubling  you  so  soon  again,  which  I  hope 
yoo  will  excuse,  as  I  should  be  extremely  wanting  in  my  duty  to  Your  Grace,  If 
I  did  not  most  gratefully  acknowledge  your  very  kind  letter  of  September  28.r- 
I  ^  very  glad  and  thank  God,  that  your  health  is  not  so  much  impaired  as  to 
forbid  your  giving  some  attention  to  business,  and  I  earnestly  pray  that  It  may  be 
y*^  tgahi  confirmed  and  lengthened  out  to  the  utmost,  and  the  rather,  as  I  am 
extremely  afraid  that  no  gentleman  can,  or  may,  be  found,  that  will  go  near  to 
"■•^e  j^ood  your  Grace's  ground.  In  these  times! 

I  am  surprized  Mr.  Benche's  Book  is  not  come  to  your  hand:  I  sent  a  Copy, 
▼hich  was  promised  me  to  be  sent  you  from  Boston,  six  months  ago,  and  have 
•ftin  urged  it.  and  Aplln's  (a  Lawyer)  for  so  Is  his  name— Mr.  Apthorp  declined 
tnawerlDg.— Mr.  Caner,  (as  It  Is  privately  said)  has  made  (I  think)  a  pretty  good 
"•wer  to  Maybew.  with  which  mine,  such  as  it  is.  Is  printed  (but  I  hear  Mayhew 
*»«•  already  replied,  still  in  his  own  way.)  I  trust  It  will  soon  come  to  you,  and 
***■*  yon  will  not  dislike  it:  He  has  remarked  on  their  Societies  much  as  your 
O^ice  mentions.  I  know  of  but  two  or  three  little  Clans  of  a  kind  of  Christian 
J^'tna  they  have,  not  many  more,  I  bellove  than  Dr.  Barclay  had.  One  Mr. 
"heelork  is  training  up  some  lads,  perhaps  to  good  purpose,  and  I  wish  the  Society 
'"'oo'd  prosecute  the  Design  they  once  mentioned  of  training  up  some  Indian  Lads 
•t  King's  College.— But  I  apprehend  nothing  of  much  consequence  can  be  done 
^^i'ont  making  a  Government  Affair  of  It,  with  a  wise  Bishop  and  a  worthy  Clergy- 
"•^  of  spirit,  who  understands  French  placed  at  Canada  and  other  pinces:  a  thing 
^^iph  the  sorrowful  present  depredations  loudly  call  for,  that.  If  possible,  they  may 
"•  flTllixed  and  converted, 

I^d  our  Benefactors  know  the  real  State  of  things  in  New  England,  they  would 
*0ow  that  Missionaries  are  as  much  needed  here  as  in  other  parts  of  America:  the 
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wildest  notions  are  propagated  here,  both  on  the  side  of  Bnthnsiasm  and  Infldelitj. 
The  letters  of  one  Sandeman,  on  Theron  and  Aspatia  are  much  in  vogne  with  manj 
and  tend  to  much  mischief  on  the  one  hand»  and  such  creatures  as  Mayhew,  no  leoa 
on  the  other:  but  I  wish  more  could  be  done  in  the  other  provinces  as  well  as  here. 
Dr.  Barclay's  defence  was  sent  to  the  Society*  and  I  have  advised  him  to  send 
Your  Grace  a  Copy;  and  also  to  write  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Chandler,  whose  charactei 
truly  is,  that  of  a  very  faithful  Missionary,  and  one  that  hath  made  mnch  pro- 
ficiency in  learning  and  especially  In  Divinity:  I  know  of  none  so  much  to  my  mind, 
that  loves  books  and  reads  as  much  as  he.— It  would  be  much  for  the  honour  of  the 
Church  and  the  Interest  of  true  Religion,  if  there  were  at  least  one  Doctor  in  each 
Province,  and  he  should  be  a  Commissary.  I  wish  Mr.  Caner  had  a  Doctor's 
Degree,  who  well  deserves  it,  and  the  rather  as  the  dissenters  have  three  in  that 
province  and  the  Church  none  but  Dr.  Cutler  and  he  has  done.—By  a  letter  lately 
to  me  from  Mr.  Cooper,  It  appears  that  the  Governors  of  the  College  have  enlarged 
his  Salary  to  his  Content. 

It  Is  truly  a  miserable  thing.  My  Lord,  that  we  no  sooner  leave  fighting  oui 
neighbours,  the  French,  but  we  must  fall  to  quarrelling  among  ourselves:  I  feaz 
the  present  state  of  the  Ministry  Is  indeed,  very  feeble;  so  that  I  doubt  we  must, 
after  all  our  hopes,  loose  the  present  juncture  also,  for  gaining  the  point  we  have 
long  had  so  much  at  heart,  and  I  believe  must  never  expect  another.—Is  there  then 
nothing  more  that  can  be  done,  either  for  obtaining  Bishops,  or  demolishing  these 
pernicious  charter  Governments,  and  reducing  them  all  to  one  form,  in  immediate 
dependence  on  the  King?  I  can't  help  calling  them  pernicious,  for  they  are  indeed 
so,  as  well  to  the  beet  good  of  the  people  themselves,  as  to  the  interest  of  true 
Religion,  as  Your  Grace  remembers  I  formerly  intimated  in  some  Queries  and 
Letters.  I  would  hope  Providence  may  some  how  bring  it  about  that  things  mai 
be  compromised  respecting  the  Ministry,  and  would  it  not  now  be  a  proper  jnnctoM 
for  some  such  general  address  from  the  Clergy  of  these  Provinces  to  the  King,  ai 
I  once  mentioned  to  Your  Grace?  or  is  there  not  probability  enough  of  success  yet; 
with  regard  both  to  Bishops  and  Govemours,  to  make  it  worth  while  for  a  Gentle- 
man or  two,  (who  I  believe  might  be  procured)  to  gc^  from  hence,  to  solicit  the 
gaining  these  points?  for  I  doubt  nothing  will  do  without  solicitation  from  hence. 
I  should  be  greatly  obliged  to  Your  Grace  for  your  Judgment  and  Direction  Witt 
Regard  to  these  things,  as  soon  as  may  be.— It  is  Indeed  too  much  to  trouble  Yom 
Grace  with  these  affairs,  in  your  present  Infirm  state:  I  therefore  humbly  beg 
your  pardon  that  I  am  thus  Importunate.— I  remember  you  once  mentioned  hii 
Grace  of  York,  as  having  an  extraordinary  Talent  for  Business,  could  not  he  be 
engaged  to  be  active  in  these  affairs?— 

I  am  much  obliged  to  the  Society  that  they  are  very  desirous  to  restore  me  to 
this  Mission:  Mr.  Wlnslow  Is  gone  to  Bralntree  to  see  whether  It  will  do  for  him 
to  accept  it.— If  he  does.  I  shall  do  my  best,  but  it  cannot  be  long  before  I  shall 
need  some  Assistance.— I  am  with  the  greatest  Veneration. 

My  Lord, 
Your  Grace's  most  obliged  most  dutiful  and  obedient  humble  Servant, 

(signed)  Samuel  Johnson. 

P.  8.  December  22. 

Since  writing,  a  sensible  good  gentleman,  has  been  with  me,  who  has  been  tn 
all  the  parts  of  Canada,  and  a  prisoner  among  the  remotest  Indians.  He  speaki 
highly  of  Mr.  Ogilvle  at  Montreal,  and  is  persuaded  with  me,  that  (politlcallj 
speaking)  nothing  could  be  of  so  much  consequence  to  the  purpose  of  civfllalni 
and  gaining  the  friendship  of  the  Indians,  as  well  as  converting  the  French,  ai 
for  such  a  Bishop  and  Clergy,  as  above  mentioned  to  be  sent  thither  by  the  King, 
and  the  rather,  as  they  have  been  used  to  a  Bishop  of  their  own.— It  would  be  w^ 
Hartford,  (who  desire  It,  and  is  but  12  miles  off)  should  be  Joyned  with  Middle* 
town  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Jarvice,  lately  gone  for  orders. 

To  his  Grace  of  Canterbury. 

—Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  Vol.  vii.  pp.  591-8. 

Origin  of  St.  Paul's  Chitbch,  New  York  City.     1763. 

On  the  6th  of  April,  176.3,  we  find  the  first  mention  of  the  proceedings  whlet 
resulted  in  the  erection  of  the  second  Chapel  of  Base,  subsequently  known  as  St 
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Piiors,  tnd  still  standing,  the  sole  snnrlTing  ecclesiastical  building  of  the  colonial 
period  la  this  city.  A  committee  consisting  of  Mr.  Reade,  Mr.  Marston,  Mr.  Hors- 
maoden,  Mr.  Harlson,  and  Mr.  Desbrosses,  or  any  two  of  them,  was  authorized 
"to  enquire  and  look  out  for  a  proper  and  convenient  Lott  of  ground  in  this  City 
whereon  to  erect  a  New  Church  and  report  their  opinion  to  this  board  with  all 
coorenient  speed". 

Records  of  Trinity,  I.  809. 
"This  moTement'*,  observes  Da  Costa,  "may  have  been  and  probably  was 
eoconraged  by  the  state  of  things  existing  in  the  Dutch  congregation.  Already 
preaching  in  the  Dutch  language  had  become  unpopular  among  the  younger  por- 
tloo  of  the  Dutch  congregation,  which,  It  was  thought  by  not  a  few  showed  signs 
of  diminution.  The  better  portion  of  the  people  were  now  familiar,  in  some  fair 
Beunre,  with  both  English  and  Dutch,  and  intermarriages  were  also  doing  their 
peculiar  work.  The  young  people  improved  every  opportunity  of  worshiping  at 
Trinity,  the  'English  Church*,  and  there  was  a  loud  call  for  a  minister  in  the 
Datch  Church  who  could  preach  in  both  languages.  Finally  it  was  resolved  to 
npply  the  deficiency,  and  the  Hev.  Archibald  Laidlle,  a  Scotchman,  was  called, 
throDgh  the  agency  of  the  Amsterdam  Classls  from  Zeoland.  He  arrived  early  in 
17W  when  new  life  sprang  up  In  the  Dutch  congregation.  Some,  however,  were 
^Inatlsfled,  and  wanted  all  the  services  in  Dutch.  Accordingly  they  commenced 
t  inlt  In  the  Courts  against  the  Dutch  Corporation.  This  failing  they  said  that 
they  would  have  either  all  Dutch  or  all  English.  Hence  there  was  a  renewed 
■wement  In  the  direction  of  Trinity  Church  with  which  body  the  Dutch  had  been 
W  the  kindest  terms  from  Its  foundation.  An  established  Church,  too,  was  in 
•wordance  with  all  their  Ideas,  their  own  Corporation  having  been  recognized  as 
the  establishment  down  to  the  occupation  of  New  Netherlands  by  the  English. 
^*»refore  the  defection  could  not  be  stayed,  and  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston 
■•id  that  If  the  change  in  the  Dutch  Church  had  been  made  thirty  years  earlier 
tliey  would  not  have  met  with  such  losses,  but,  as  It  stood,  the  greater  half  of 
^nlty  consisted  of  accessions  from  the  Dutch  Church.  April  15  of  this  year, 
^^H)  the  first  English  sermon  was  heard  in  the  Middle  Dutch  Church,  but  the 
^^Ulngness  of  the  Dutch  to  recognize  the  necessity  of  English  preaching  had 

jjf'ttdy  gone   far,    though   not.   perhaps,   so  far   as   indicated   by   Mr.   Livingston. 

^'^tbeless  the.  growth  of  Trinity  parish  was  rapid,  and  the  third  edifice  was  not 

^^csed  any  too  soon". 
*^^^  a  manuscript  in  po««e««ion  of  Dr.  Dim,     DIz's  Hist.  Trinity,  i,  802-8. 

Other  Items  in  1763. 

Collections  ordered  in  Presbyterian  clmrches  for  evangelizing 
®  l^xdians. 

*^^*  18.     Schoolteaclier  Smith  to   Sir   Wm.   Johnson.     Doc 
^^    ^.  Y.  4to.  ed.  IV.  208. 

Ja:r^  20.    Rev.  Wheelock  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.     Doc  Hist 
^^  ^-    IV.  207. 

'^IE^'^tI  2.    Mr.Weyman,  (printer  of  the  Indian  Prayer  Book), 
o  Il^xr.  Barclay.     Doc  Hist.  N.  Y.  IV.  209. 

-^t^xdl  2.     Rev.  Wheelock  to  Gen.  Amherst     Doc  Hist  N.  Y. 

^1>»t1  29.     Sir  Wm.  Johnson  to   Rev.   Barclay.     Doc.   Hist. 
"S.Y.IV.  211. 

Hay  16.     Rev.  Wheelock  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.     Doc.  Hist. 
"K.Y.IV.  211. 
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May.  23.  '  Gen.  Amherst  to  Rev.  Wheelock.     Doc.  Hist  N.  Y. 
IV.  212. 

Aug.  8.     Eev.  Dr.  Barclay  to  Rev.  S.  Johnson.     Doc.  Hist 
N.  Y.  IV.  212. 

Oct  20.     Mr.  Weyman,  (printer  of  Indian  Prayer  Book) 
Rev.  Dr.  Barclay.     Doc  Hist  N.  Y.  IV.  213. 

Dec  29.     Rev.  Lappius  (Loppius  or  Lupp  ?)  to  Sir  Win,  John- 
son.   Doc  Hist  N.  Y.  IV.  214. 

Church  of  Xew  York. 
New  Church.     Increased  Accomodations. 

New  York,  January  S,  1764. 
Consistory  held— the  two  ministers  being  sick. 

There  were  present;  Elders:  S.  Johnson,  Jakobus  Roosevelt,  Joris  Brlnker- 
hoff,  Theodore  Van  Wyck,  J.  Bogart,  Jr.,  William  de  Peyster.  Deacons:  Isaac 
Rooseyelt.  P.  Keteltas,  D.  Brinkerhoff,  J.  Hardenbrock,  Gerard  Duyking,  Jmcobm 
Bogart. 

The  building  of  the  gallery  in  the  New  Church  being  taken  into  further  con- 
sideration, it  was  Resolved,  That  opposite  the  pulpit  it  shall  be  twenty-one  feet 
deep,  and  not  less  than  eleven  feet  high.  The  South  gallery  to  be  fifteen  feet 
deep  and  of  the  same  height;  and  that  Messrs.  Hardenbrock  and  Brestede  with  the 
committee  appointed  in  the  previous  Consistory,  provide  such  posts  for  the  gallery 
as  they  shall  deem  best,  also  further  to  provide  all  the  other  materials  necessary; 
and  for  this  the  Consistory  will  furnish  the  required  funds. 

Messrs.  W.  de  Peyster,  P.  Keteltas  and  Isaac  Roosevelt  or  any  two  of  them, 
were  appointed  to  rent  the  church  house  and  grounds;  also  to  sell  at  public  vendue 
by  March  22nd  at  the  Coffee  House  in  New  York,  the  place  on  the  Manor  where 
Jakob  Lent  lives,  and  the  other  lands  belonging  to  the  church,  there,  except  tbe 
church;  and  that  they  give  notice  thereof  by  advertisement  In  the  newspapers. 


Sir  William  Joiixsox  to  the  Lori>s  of  Trade. 

Missionaries  to  the  Indians.     American  Bishopric.     Jesuit 

Missions. 

Johnson  Hall,  January  20th.  1764. 
My  Lords, 

I  had  the  honour  of  writing  to  your  Lordshlpps  on  the  18th  of  last  November, 
by  Mr.  Croghan,  one  of  my  deputys,  wherein  I  represented  the  state  of  my  Depart- 
ment, with  the  sentiments,  claims,  numbers  etc.  of  the  several  Indian  Nations  in 
obedience  to  your  letter  of  the  6th  of  August  last. 

And  that  for  our  further  security,  they  consent  that  the  several  Jesuit  Missions, 
those  fountains  of  discord,  be  aboll5?hed,  which  may  be  the  readier  effected,  as 
that  Society  is  no  longer  tolerated  In  France.  The  Lands,  which  will  revert  to 
the  Crown  by  their  abolition  will  endow  a  Bishoprlck  in  Canada,  as  well  as  pro- 
vide for  a  number  of  Inferior  Clergy,  who  might  be  employed  greatly  to  the 
advantage  of  His  Majesty's  interest,  and  I  cannot  help  observing  that  the  estab- 
lishment of  Episcopacy  there,  under  a  Resident  Bishop,  would  not  only  generally 
strengthen  the  Church  of  England,  but  prove  a  means  of  adding  in  a  few  year*  a 
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iitiSDY>«Y  of  faithful  subjects  to  the  Crown,  who  can  not  at  present  be  considered 
m  tUa.t  light. 

My  Lords, 

Your  Lordshipps  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant. 

Wm.  Johnson. 
—Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  Vol.  Til.  pp.  599.  600,  602. 

Gebman  Reformed  Church,  New  York. 
Call  of  the  Rev.  Johann  Michael  Kem. 

New  York,  January  25th,  1764. 
Bererend  Sir, 

The  German  Reformed  Congregation  In  New  York  having  written  to  Germany  for  a 
minister  to  come  over,  and  you  having,  by  the  goodness  of  God,  arrived  on  the  18th 
of  October,  1763,  and  having  preached  to  us  several  times,  to  our  great  edification ; 
the  Consistory  of  the  above  named  church,  with  the  consent  of  the  undersigned  mem- 
bers of  the  congregation,  have  resolved  to  call,  according  to  the  regulations  of  the 
dtnrch,  yon,  the  Rev.  Johann  Mlcheal  Kem,  to  be  a  shepherd  and  teacher  of  the 
iboTc  named  German  Reformed  Congregation  in  New  York. 

We,  the  undersigned,  members  of  the  Consistory  for  this  purpose  assembled,  in 

the  name  of  the  whole  congregation,  and  In  the  presence  of  the  Rev.  Lambeth  De 

Konde,  minister  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  here,  after  prayer  to  God,  do  call 

7oa«  the  Rev.  Johann  Mlcheal  Kem,  to  be  a  shepherd  and  teacher  of  the  German 

Rtformed  Church  here,  in  New  York,  to  preach  God's  word  truly  and  faithfully,  to 

iAmlnliter  bis  holy  sacraments,  to  explain  the  Heidelberg  Catechism,  to  administer 

tbe  discipline  of  the  church,  In  one  word,  do  all  that  becomes  the  office  of  a  faithful 

■vrant  of  Jesus  Christ,  according  to  his  holy  word  and  as  the  order  of  the  church 

Btty  demand.     Also,  for  the  regularity  of  the  public  worship,  we  require  you  to 

Vmch  on  every  Sunday  two  sermons,  and  when  the  Consistory  may  think  right,  and 

70V  health  x>ermit,  also  once  during  the  week,  viz :     Wednesday  evening  during  the 

^ter  season. 

We  farther  require  you  to  administer  the  holy  sacrament  after  a  suitable  preparm- 
^T  leetnre,  four  times  a  year,  viz :  the  last  of  every  third  month,  according  to  the 
CQttom  of  the  Low  Dutch  Church  here.  And  we,  in  consideration  of  the  above, 
(''^ise  to  pay  you  the  yearly  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds.  New  York  currency,  In 
^^  quarterly  payments,  so  long  as  you  shall,  being  spared  in  good  health,  conduct 
^  wrvice  in  the  above  manner.  We  further  promise  to  pay  the  sum  of  twenty-five 
Vnn^  for  bouse  rent.  These  sums  to  be  paid  until  the  church  shall  be  able  to 
•■«•*••  the  amount 

^ia  we,  the  undersigned,  promise  to  do  with  the  understanding  that  in  nnder- 
"^^S,  we  will  do  our  best  not  only  to  hand  our  minister  what  is  or  may  be 
•nbscrlbed,  but  also  what  may  be  wanting  from  the  treasury  of  the  church,  which 
''^I  slio  be  agreed  to  by  the  elders  and  deacons  who  may  be  chosen  from  time  to 
***••  beretfter. 

^^  present  this  call  for  you,  the  Rev.  Johann  Mlcheal  Kem*s,  consideration.  In 
the  hopes  that  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord  you  will  accept  it,  not  doubting  but  that  the 
*^^  will  crown  all  with  his  blessing.  Lastly,  we  promise  to  love  and  honor  you 
^tt  the  honor  and  love  due  to  a  faithful  teacher,  praying  the  great  shepherd  Jesus 
Christ  to  bless  this  act  to  the  glory  of  his  holy  name  and  the  saving  of  souls. 
I^one  in  Consistory  meeting.  New  York,  26th  January,  1764. 
In  the  presence  of 

Lambertus  De  Ronde,  V.  D.  M. 
Johum^g  Will,  Sebastian  Stephany,  Johannes  Meyer — Elders, 
^bftm  Lung,  Hans  Zurcher — Elders. 
Helnrlch  Croo,  Helnrlch  Will — Deacons. 
Jo»»tiin  Muller.  M.  H.  W.  Hauswlck— Church  Masters. 

I  promise  to  fulfil  faithfully  the  conditions  of  the  above  call  according  to  the  best 
^  ">y  power  through  the  strength,  tha^  God  shall  give  me. 

John  Mlcheal  Kem,  Y.  D.  M. 
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Chubch  of  New  York. 
Salary  lists.     Adrian  Van  der  Sman  discharged. 

New  York,  February  10,  1764. 
ConsUtory  held  after  calling  on  God*8  name. 

1.  John  Montanye  delivered  yarioiiB  lists  of  names.  These  began  with  the  year 
1744  and  ran  to  1768,  inclusive ;  but  of  these  years,  four  were  wanting.  Those  which 
were  found  were  also  in  many  respects  defective ;  for  Montague  had  received  nearly 
£400.  more  than  he  had,  from  time  to  time,  given  over  to  the  Consistory.  The 
Consistory,  having  considered  the  matter,  condemned  Montague  to  pay  the  sum  of 
£200.  for  which  he  should  give  a  bond  payable  In  a  year ;  but  as  he  refused  to 
accept  that  favorable  resolution,  he  shall  be  responsible  for  the  whole. 

2.  It  came  before  the  Consistory  that  some  members  refused  to  pay  the  full 
subscription  on  the  ministers*  lists.  Thereupon  It  was  Resolved,  That  from  no  one 
should  less  be  taken  than  they  had  subscribed,  except  only  those  who  from  lack  of 
means  were  unable. 

In  name  etc., 

L.  de  Ronde,  p.  t  President. 

(No  date ;  but  February  1764.) 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Mr.  Adrianus  Van  der  Sman  was  summoned  before  the  Consistory.  When  he 
appeared  there  were  shown  to  him  two  documents  sent  from  Amsterdam  by  the 
Deputies  of  the  Classis,  in  the  name  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  to  dominie 
RItzema,  that  he  might  defend  himself.  These  he  confessed  to  have  written  with 
his  own  hand ;  the  one  In  the  name  of  dominie  RItzema,  the  other,  in  that  of  the 
Consistory  of  Sagertje.  Thereupon,  the  Consistory  felt  bound  in  conscience  before 
Ood  to  discharge  him  from  service  in  this  congregation  as  Visitor  of  the  Sick  and 
Catechlst,  and  also  to  require  him  to  give  up  the  house  which  he  occupied,  to  the 
Consistory  by  the  first  of  May  next 

Signed  etc. 

J.  RItzema,  p.  t.  President. 

The  Church  of  New  York  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

March  8,  1764. 
Adrain  Van  der  Sman.     Rev.  Laidlie  Expected. 

Reverend  Fathers  and  Brethren  In  Christ : — 

The  Consistory  of  the  Dutch  Church  of  New  Yorlc,  find  themselres  under  the 
greatest  obligations  to  you.  The  bundle  of  letters  sent  on  the  third  of  October  last, 
(1768)  by  way  of  Philadelphia,  to  domine  RItzema,  was  received  here  on  the 
eighteenth  of  February,  (1764)  and  the  contents  have  been  noted.  We  nre 
especially  concerned  to  apprize  you,  that  we  perceived  to  our  sorrow  concerning  the 
letters  to  the  Christian  Synod  of  North  Holland,  received  back  by  dominie  RItzema, 
that  the  person  guilty  of  this  extreme  act  of  deception,  is  our  Visitor  of  the  Sick 
and  Catechlst,  Adrianus  Van  der  Sman.  He  sought  by  letters,  forged  in  the  name 
of  dominie  RItzema  and  the  congregation  of  Sagertje,  to  intrude  Into  the  ministry. 
Wherefore  we  felt  ourselves  bound,  not  only  to  suspend  him  from  the  Lord's  Table, 
till  his  proper  repentance,  but  also  to  dismiss  him  from  the  of&ce  he  had  hitherto 
held  among  us.  The  offence  he  has  committed  Is  so  great  that  his  confusion  and 
avowal,  are  not  Judged  sufficient  to  allow  his  restoration. 

As  to  your  letter  to  the  two  old  Consistories  and  the  other  members,  that  tfa^ 
should  submit  to  the  resolution  of  the  Consistory — this  Is  very  acceptable  to  ns.  It 
could  be  wished  that  it  would  have  the  proper  influence  upon  parties  hitherto 
Immovable,  who  appear  to  be  amenable  to  no  power  of  reason.  But  they  are 
stilfnecked  and  adhere  to  a  course  so  destructive  of  our  peace.  There  appears  to  bs 
no  settlement  attainable  except  by  the  cItII  law. 
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Domlne  Laldly  Is  eagerly  expected  and  we  doubt  not  he  Is  now  npon  the  great 
oeetn,  althongh  we  are  not  sure  just  when  he  embarked.  His  coming  Is  the  only 
bope  we  hare  of  attaining  the  desired  issue.  We  shall  make  known  our  affairs  to 
TOO  by  the  first  opportunity  after  his  arrival. 

We  subscribe  ourselves  with  esteem, 
Your  servants,  etc., 
In  name  etc., 

J.  Ritztma,  p.  t.  President 
N.  B.    There  being  no  opportunity  of  writing  from  here,  we  have  written  thus 
briefly,  that  the  letter  may  go  in  the  paquet,  (packet) 


Gaixeby  in  New  Chubch. 

New  York,  March  8,  1764. 
Consistory  held  etc. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  building  of  the  Gallery  in  the  New  Church 
"bAli  collect  the  materials  therefor,  according  to  the  newly  approved  plan  thereof. 

^t  the  Deacons  shall  collect  the  bond  of  Joseph  Forman  &  Co.,  for  £000.,  and 
^^  the  money  for  the  building  of  the  gallery. 

^t  the  sum  of  three  Hundred  Pounds  now  in  the  bands  of  the  Treasurer,  shall 
''ot  be  put  out  The  committee  shall  have  power  to  use  so  much  as  is  needed  of  It, 
^^  the  money  appointed  for  them  comes  hu 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Bitzema,  p.  t  President 

New  York,  March  14,  1764. 
^^^^  Consistory  held  after  calling  on  Ood*s  name. 
^j.    ^     X>lan   of  alterations   in   the   New   Church   was   presented  and   unanimously 
wo^-^^  Ijy  them.     The  consistory  requested  to  go  on  with  it. 

Cornelius  Clopper,   Evert  Bancker  and   Abram   Lott  were   appointed  to 
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^  the  benches  in  the  order  they  now  are  in  relation  to  the  pulpit,  with  the 

■PProti^^^ojj  of  the  consistory. 

Signed  etc, 

J.  Bltiema,  p.  t  President 

Van  i>eb  Sman. 

New  York,  March  18,  1764. 
^"^^•story  held  after  calling  on  Ood's  name. 

^^     uesl  was  presented  from  some  catechumens  of  Mr.  Adrianus  Tan  der  Bman, 
bis  restoration  to  the  office  of  Catechist 
^^OBSIstory,  after  consideration  unanimously  replied  that  they  adhered  to  their 
^^  resolution  In  relation  to  Van  der  Sman.    Meanwhile  the  ministers  offered  to 

r?^^^     catechising,  and  those  who  desired  to  be  catechized  by  Mr.  Welp  could  hSTS 
^^  '^^'^vlslonally  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

In  name  etc. 

J.  Bitzema,  p.  t  President 

Classis  of  Amstbbdam. 

-^^^tB  of  the  Deputies,  March  19, 1764.     (See  April  2,  1764.) 

Replies  to  letters  from  abroad. 

Rev.  De  Eonde's  Translation  of  the  Catechism. 

^<>ine  replies  were  nead  to  letters  from  abroad,  and  these  were 
•;pP*oved  by  the  Assembly: 
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To  Eev.  George  van  Essen,  minister  at  St.  Eustatius;  to 
found  in  Kecord  Book,  Vol.  2,  No.  140.* 

To  Kev.  Barak  Honvink,  minister  on  the  island  of  St..  Martin^ 
to  be  foimd  in  Record  Book,  Vol.  2,  No.  141.* 

To  the  ministers  in  New  York,  who  are  called  the  Conferentiee 
Brethren.     See  Record  Book,  Vol.  2,  No.  142.* 

A  letter  was  read  by  the  Deputies  from  Eev.  de  Ronde,  minister— 
at  New  York.     This  was  accompanied  with  a  report,  on  a  pam — 
phlet  which  he  had  written  on  the  Heidelberg  Catechism,  in  iixor- 
English  language,  with  the  request  that  Classis  should  approve  it. 
With  it  came  a  book,  styled,  "Marshall  on  Gospel-Sanctification.'*' 
This  he  considered  harmful,  and  would  gladly  see  that  Classift- 
disapproved  it. 

The  Classis  allowed  the  same  to  be  examined  by  th,e  English 
minister  and  Colleague,  Buurt.  Classis  approves  his  book  (De 
Rondo's)  on  condition  that  in  the  Preface,  or  at  the  conclusion,  he 
express  himself  clearly  and  soundly  on  the  mystery  of  the  "  Pro- 
cession of  the  Holy  Spirit."     On  this  he  has  said  nothing. 

But  Classis  is  of  opinion  that  Marshall  (on  Sanctification),  hav- 
ing been  already  published  in  Dutch  with  the  approval  of  the  Clas- 
sis of  Leyden,  does  not  now  come  under  its  jurisdiction ;  but  will 

upon  this  matter ,  each  one  until  the  next 

meeting.       (See  Bibliography,  \mder   De   Ronde,    in    Corwin's 
Manual,  p.  418;  4th  ed.  1902).     Vol.  xxiv.  95. 

Church  of  New  York. 
Seats  ix  the  New  CHrRcn. 

New  York,  March  23,  1704. 

There  was  laid  before  the  Consistory  an  improyed  plan  of  arranging  the  seats  In 
the  New  Church,  prepared  by  Messrs.  C.  Clopper,  Evert  Bancker  and  Abram  Lott, 
Jr.,  which  was  approved. 

Signed  etc. 

J.  Bitzema,  p.  t  President. 

Arrival  of  Eev.  Archibald  Laidlie. 

New  York,  April  1,  1764. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Domlne  Archibald  Laldlle  delivered  the  evidences  of  his  call  to  be  Teacher  In  this 
congregation.     These  were  read  with  much  satisfaction.     Whereupon  he  was  intn^ 


^Vol.  2,  here,  evidently  means  Part  II.  See  Introduction  of  these  "Ecclesiastical 
Records  of  New  York,'*  Vol.  1,  page  21.  The  reference  is  to  VoL  81,  as  the  books  In 
the  Archives  of  Classis  of  Amsterdam  are  now  numbered. 
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Into  the  consistory  and  received  as  such,  with  prayers  for  his  person  and 

Signed  etc. 

J.  Bitzema,  p.  t.  President. 


.  Samuitl  Seabuey  to  the  Society  fob  Pbopagatino  the 
Gospel.     Pbayeb  Books.     Infidelity.     Quakerism. 

Jamaica,  March  26,  1764. 
'«rend  Sir : — 

:y  last  letter  to  the  Honorable  Society  bore  date  October  4,  1768  wherein  I 
aclcziowledged  receipt  of  the  Prayer  books  &  pious  tracts  they  were  pleased  to  order 
for  this  Mission,  most  of  which  I  have  now  carefully  dispersed  in  such  a  manner 
t»   X  thought  would  best  promote  the  pious  end  proposed  by  them. 

9*Tom  an  acquaintance  of  more  than  Six  years  with  the  people  of  this  Parish,  I 
find   that  their  backwardness  to  attend  the  Public  Worship  &  to  comply  with  the 
Clarfstlan   Sacraments,   is  not   entirely   the   consequence   of   want   of   thought   and 
dtmestness  which  I  at  first  apprehended  to  be  the  case,  but  am  convinced  is  owing 
dilefly  to  the  Influence  of  Infidelity  and  Quakerism  which  have  spread  their  corrupt 
Pr-lndples  to  a  surprising  degree.     The  cause  of  Infidelity  in  this  Country  seems  to 
li&Te  had  some  early  &  zealous  advocates  &  the  conduct  of  the  Quakers  has  very 
vrach  favoured  its  Increase — They  trusting  only  to  their  Light  within  and  neglecting 
^  give  their  children  any  religious  education  expose  them  unguarded  to  the  allure- 
ments of  Vice  &  Sensual  pleasure  &  they  of  course  embrace  the  Principles  that  lay 
them  under  the  least  restraint,  hence  it  comes  to  pass  that  in  those  villages  where 
~^®  Quakers  were  formerly  most  numerous,  there  Is  now  the  least  appearance  of  any 
^Wgton  at  all. 

^Vom  this  view  of  things  I  am  sometimes  almost  discouraged  &  fear  it  will  not  be 

^  "^y  power  to  do  them  any  effectual  service.     It  is  with  great  difllculty  that  many 

y  brought   to   attend   divine   Service,   with   still   greater   to   submit   to   Baptism, 

P^^Be  they  think  that  they  can'do  as  good  without  it,  &  as  profitably  empowered  at 

^^^    as  at  Church — And  If  one  is  prevailed  upon  to  receive  the  holy  Communion 

^  Or  twice  It  is  much  if  he  comes  again. 

—Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  Vol.  ill.  pp.  198,  199. 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Report  of  the  Deputies  ad  res  Exteras. 

English,  in  the  Church  at  St.  Martins. 

^764,  April  2n(i.     Art.  4.     The  Deputies  report  in  the  case  of 

^"^,  Barch  (or  Bach)   Honwink,   that  in   compliance   with   the 

'^^^i^lution  of  Classis,  they  conferred  first  with  Rev.  Longeville, 

^^^^use  he  had  i^ceived  several  letters  about  this  matter  from  the 

^^^->id  of  St.  Maartens  from  the  father  of  Rev.  Runnels,  written  in 

tn^    English  language,  and  thus  was  in  a  condition  to  give  further 

^^^^rmation  in  this  affair  to  the  Depp. ;  and  subsequently  they 

^^"^^erred  also  with  the  Messrs.  Directors.     From  the  latter  they 

'^^'^derstood  that  these  gentlemen  had  resolved  to  write  to  the 

^^vemor,  etc.,  on  St.  Maartens,  and  to  declare  that  they  did  not 
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pronounce  themselves  in  the  judicature  upon  the  orthodoxy  or  un- 
orthodoxy  of  Kev.  Runnels;  also  that  they  did  not  wish  to  rob 
the  inhabitants  of  that  colony  of  the  free  exercise  of  their  religion, 
provided  this  did  not  run  counter  to  the  police  [or  ^ood  order] 
and  to  good  morals;  but  that  in  the  reformed  churches,  subordi- 
nate to  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  and  the  Classis  of  Amster- 
dam, the  Reformed  doctrines,  in  accordance  with  the  decision  of 
the  Synod  of  Dort,  must  be  taught;  furthermore  that  they  are 
surprised  that  without  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  the  Messrs. 
Directors,  an  attempt  had  been  made  to  build  a  new  church  for 
the  English,  and  to  call  a  minister  thereto.  It  was  ordered  that 
the  affair  be  restored  in  integrum,  and  to  take  care,  that  the  Dutch 
minister  sent  thither  by  the  Directors,  suffer  no  loss  in  his  emolu- 
ments, until  this  affair  be  further  determined  on  by  the  Assembly 
of  Ten.  With  this  report  the  Rev.  Classis  is  content,  and  further 
recommends  the  case  to  the  Messrs.  Depp.  The  Depp,  also  read 
the  letter  in  reply  to  Rev.  Honwink,  which  was  approved,  with 
the  thanks  of  Classis.     xiii.  382,  383. 

Lettkrs. 

Art.  5.  There  were  read  and  approved,  letters  from  the  Rev. 
Deputies  ad  res  Exteras,  written  to  Rev.  George  van  Essen  V.  D. 
M.,  at  St.  Eustatius ;  also  to  the  preachers  who  constitute  the  so- 
called  Conferentie-meeting  of  New  York.  The  Depp,  with  the 
thanks  of  the  Classis  were  requested  to  forward  them. 

There  was  also  read  a  letter  from  Rev.  Lambertus  de  Ronde, 
minister  at  New  York.  There\vith  he  had  sent  a  little  book*  to 
the  Messrs.  Depp,  composed  by  him  on  the  Heidelberg  Catechism, 
in  the  English  language,  which  he  wished  to  be  approved  by  our 
Classis.     This  booklet  having  been  examined  by  the  English  min- 

*The  full  title  of  this  book  Is  as  follows.  "A  system  containing  the  principles  of 
the  Christian  Helicon,  suitable  to  the  Heidelberg  Catechism,  by  plain  questions  and 
answers,  useful  for  the  information  of  all  persons  in  the  true  Confession  of  Faltb ; 
and  necessary  towards  their  preparation  for  that  awful  and  solemn  ordinance.  The 
Lord's  Supper.— To  which  is  prefixed  a  particular  address  to  parents  In  general, 
showing  the  relation  they  stand  under  to  their  children,  to  instruct  them  In   the 

Srlnciples  of  the  Christian  Religion.    And  to  which  Is  added  an  application  npon 
le  wnole  system.    16  mo.    pp.  185.    New  York  1768**. 

This  is  the  first  book  In  the  English  language,  published  by  a  member  of  the 
Reformed  Dutch  Church  In  America.  It  was  prepared  a  short  time  before  the  cb1\ 
of  Laldlie,  to  meet  the  growing  necessity  of  Instruction  In  English.  De  Ronde  him- 
self had  offered  to  preach  In  English,  If  his  consistory  thought  him  qualified.  Bat 
they  did  not  think  him  capable. 
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isters  and  Kev,  Bndde,  they  reported  that  they  had  found  nothing 
Tinorthodox  in  it ;  only  not  a  word  was  said  in  it  of  the  "  Proces- 
sion of  the  Holy  Spirit."  (See  Acts,  Feb.  4,  1765.)  Also  in  one 
place  he  speaks  obscurely  of  the  immediate  imputation  of  Adam's 
guilt,  although  this  is  treated  more  clearly  in  another  place.  The 
Classis  takes  much  pleasure  in  the  advice  of  the  Messrs.  Depp., 
and  requests  that  an  answer  be  written  to  the  above  effect;  also 
at  the  same  time  that  it  be  suggested  to  him,  that  if  it  be  printed 
again,  it  should  be  issued  in  purer  English  by  persons  who  are 
better  acquainted  with  the  English  tongue.  The  Classis  approves 
of  the  book  on  condition  that  in  the  Preface,  or  at  the  close,  he 
express  himself  clearly  and  in  an  orthodox  manner  upon  the  "  Pro- 
cession of  the  Holy  Ghost." 

The  Depp,  also  received  from  this  same  Eev.  de  Hondo  a  book 
by  Rev,  Marshal  on  Sanctification  written  in  English.  He  asked 
"to  have  this  disapproved,  after  examination. 

Having  asked  the  advice  of  the  Kev.  Classis  on  this  matter, 
*"©  Rev.  Classis  judged  that  it  did  not  belong  under  our  jurisdio- 
^^^j  for  the  same  book  had  been  translated  into  Dutch,  and  ap- 
proved by  the  Classis  of  Leyden.     The  Rev.  Classis  will  postpone 
^^  xnatter  until  the  next  meeting,     xiii.  383,  384.     (See  March 
^*.  X764.) 

(Jakson.) 

•^^^  6.  A  letter  was  read  from  Rev.  Jakson  to  the  Depp,  ad 
^  -^^xteras.  It  was  resolved  to  answer  him  briefly,  that  we 
*ieitlx  ^r  can  nor  will  bother  ourselves  about  him  any  more.  We 
^^''^^f  ore  earnestly  request  him  to  write  no  more  letters  of  such 
^^^^^nts,  as  he  has  done,  that  we  need  not  be  compelled  to  send 
"^^^^^^  back  unopened,     xiii.  384. 

Pennsylvania. 

•^Tt  8.  There  were  read  extracts  from  a  letter  from  Rev. 
Stapel;  also  from  a  letter  from  two  elders  of  Amwyl,  (Amwell, 
^«  J.)     Theae  may  be  seen  more  at  length  in  the  Acta  Deputa- 
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Also  extracts  from  the  Coetus  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  letters  of  Rev.  Stapel,  and  of  the  two  elders  of  Amwyl, 
were  answered  by  a  letter  prepared  by  the  Rev.  Depp.,  which, 
having  been  read,  was  approved  by  the  Classis  for  forwarding, 
xiii.  384. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Conferentie,  April  2, 

1764.     Vol.  31,  Page  219.     Ko.  142. 

To  the  Rev.  Gentlemen  who  call  themselves  the  Conferentie, 

Rey.  Sin  and  Brethren:^ 

In  onr  letter  of  Oct.  3,  1763,  we  gave  the  action  of  the  Christian  Synod  of  Nortli 
Holland  In  the  case  between  the  so-called  Coetns  and  yonrselves,  together  wltb 
the  opinion  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.  We  now  send  you  a  copy  of  the  Acta  of 
the  recent  Synod  of  North  Holland.  (1763).  In  which  you  will  find  the  basis  on 
which  their  action  rests.  We  request  that  these  Acts  be  sent  around  to  all  the 
brethren  who  remain  subordinate  to  the  Classis,  and  to  such  alone;  for  the  Classis 
cannot  keep  up  correspondence  with  those  who  cut  themselves  oflT  by  withdrawini^ 
from  the  subordination  formerly  established.  A  copy  of  the  Article  referring  to 
the  so-called  Coetus  brethren  has  been  given  to  Rev.  (Jacob  R.)  Hardenbergh,  to  be 
delivered  to  them,  as  well  as  another  messaf^c  from  us  on  this  matter.  It  wonFd 
be  very  agreeable  to  us  to  learn  that  some  good  eflTect  were  produced  thereby,  and 
that  subordination  to  the  Classis  were  re-e8tablished.  For  such  reasons  is  It  that 
we  desire  the  said  Acts  to  be  circulated.  Now  the  God  of  Peace  himself  give  you 
peace  always  by  all  means,  and  make  us  ghid  by  seeing  your  good  order.  May 
the  salvation  of  his  right  band  be  under  you  with  power. 

We  remain. 

Yours  with  esteem  and  brotherly  love. 
Rev.  Sirs  and  Krothren, 

In  the  name  of  the  Classis, 

Johannes  de  Lange,  Depp.  CI.  h.  t.  Praeels. 
Winoldus   Budde  '*        "     "   "  Scriba. 

In  our  Clnssical  Assembly. 

Amsterdam,  April  2,  1764. 

In  addition  we  send  also  herewith  the  Acts  (of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland)  of 
1762.  which,  for  certain  reasons  we  could  not  send  last  year.  We  have  received 
the  call  from  Queens  County,  together  with  a  letter  of  Rev.  Ritzema,  at  only  slight 
expen.se.  Yesterday,  we  heard  of  one  candidate,  (Boeien?)  and  next  week  we 
expect  to  hear  of  another.  According  to  our  opinion,  each  of  these  can  be  Intro- 
duced into  some  field. 

CnuRCH  OF  New  York. 
The  Dutch  Party  versus  English  Preaching. 

New  York,  April  4,  1764. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  Ood's  name. 

Mr.  Abel  Hardenbrook,  John  Tiebout,  etc.,  made  a  proposal  of  peace  to  the 
Consistory.  They  said  this  was  done  In  the  name  of  the  Dutch  Party.  It 
amounted,  in  short,  to  this:  That  the  Consistory  should  be  so  chosen  In  future, 
that  the  Consistory  under  the  English  minister  should  be  limited  to  the  New 
Church,  and  the  Consistory  for  the  Dutch  ministers,  to  the  Old  Church;  that  those 
for  the  New  Church  should  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  English  minister,  and 
those  for  the  Old  Church  should  do  this  for  the  Dutch  ministers;  both  should  con- 
stitute one  Congregation  and  Consistory,  and  no  independence  should  be  allowed  in 
our  pulpit;  that  this  proposition  should  be  added  to  the  Eight  Articles  and  sealed 
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ment between  the  Consistory  and  the  Congregation,  (that  part)  which  hitherto  had 
been  against  an  English  minister,  and  this  should  be  a  complete  satisfaction  of  the 
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The  Reply:  1.  That  the  resolution  of  the  Consistory  was  to  allow  no  one,  of 
whatever  persuasion,  in  our  pulpit,  but  to  keep  it  for  those  only  who  had  been 
ordained  by  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  or  by  their  order,  or,  who  at  least  stood  In 
the  communion  of  our  church  and  had  subscribed  the  Standards  of  Doctrine. 

2.  That  the  Consistory  thought  that  the  preservation  of  the  Dutch  Church  and 
Its  privileges  was  secured  more  surely  by  the  Eight  Articles  than  by  what  was 
now  proposed. 

8.  That  as  to  those  who  on  the  Dutch  side  should  be  chosen  to  ofllce,  and  were 
disinclined  to  subscribe  for  the  security  of  the  salary  of  domine  Laidlie.  the  Con- 
sistory would  release  them  from  the  obligation.  This,  therefore,  could  be  no  hin- 
drance in  the  way  of  their  being  chosen  and  ordained. 

4.  That  the  Consistory  was  not  disinclined  to  seal  the  Eight  Articles,  with  the 
addition  proiMMed,  if  It  did  not  conflict  with  the  Call  already  made  on  domine 
Laidlie.  Therefore  a  document  should  be  drawn  up  with  a  slight  change  or 
tnrther  explanation  which  it  was  hoped  would  satisfy  them.  And  so  they  sepa- 
nited.  well  contented. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Ritzema,  p.  t.  President. 

New  York.  April  9th,  1704. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Hr.  Jakobns  Stoutenburg,  William  Elswout  and  Teunis  Tiebout  appeared,  and 
^'oposed  to  reason  with  the  Consistory  on  various  matters  relative  to  the  dispute; 
**<*  how  they  were  inclined  to  peace  and  harmony.  It  was  judged,  that  this  could 
^^  1^  regularly  done,  before  and  until  Mr.  Stoutenburg  and  they  in  whose  name 
*  •poke,  regularly  recognized  the  Consistory.  Then  they  would  be  in  a  condition 
^  •'iswer  him. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Ritzema,  p.  t.  President. 

Church  of  New  York. 
■^^^nslation  of  the  Catechism.     Type  for  the  Psalm  Book,  etc 

New  York.  May  1st.  1764. 
"^  history  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

^*/^'    request  was  presented  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  revise  some 

?^^      of  the  Heidelberg  Catechism.   Confession.   Formularies,  etc.     Consent  was 

*°       tJliat  domine  Laidlie  should  call  such  a  committee  as  often  as  was  judged 

prope^*^    and    should    summon    Messrs.    Theodore    van    Wyck,    Isaac    Roosevelt,    D. 

'JJ*^^«rhofr,  and  others  whom  they  should  please  to  call  in. 

"^lie  same  committee  was  directed  to  examine  the  accounts  of  domine  Laidlie 
™  '^^^rence  to  the  expenses  of  his  call,  and  to  repay  to  Mr.  Daniel  Crommelln  the 
ttone^    he  had  expended. 

^'   ^t  was  resolved,  to  spnd  to  Holland,  to  Messrs.  TvonguevlUe  and  Bllnshall  for 

^y^     ^or  the  Psalm   Book,  and   that  to  each  of  these  gentlemen   £25.,   New  York 

cnrr^H^y^  should  be  given.  In  noknowlodgemont  of  their  trouble  In  furthering  the 

call  On  domine  Laidlie.  and  thnt  this  sura  should  be  laid  out  on  a  piece  of  silver. 

■^^    as  would  best  please  these  parties,  with  the  "Arms'*  of  our  corporation  on 

^^  •ame. 

*•   Hesolve.  That  the  pillars  of  the  gallery  be  carried  throueh  to  the  roof  of  the 

draroh  to  support  the  same.     The  above  mentioned  committee  will  attend  to  this. 

*•  That  a  letter  of  thanks  be  sent  to  the  Classls  for  tholr  trouble,  In  this  matter, 

domine  Ritzema  will  compose  It.     And  also  a  letter  to  the  same  effect  to  Messrs. 

Bcbellnyne.  WInoldus  Budde  and  Dr.  Kennedy. 

••  That  Mr.  J.  de  Peyster  be  directed  to  rent  out  for  one  year  the  house  which 
Mr.  Adrian  Van  der  Sman  has  hitherto  occupied. 
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7.  That  Mr.  John  Montanye,  Jr.,  be  ordered  to  pay  the  moneys  collected  to  Mr. 
Jakobna  Roosevelt. 

8.  It  was  proposed  to  build  a  small  chamber  In  the  New  Church,  to  serve  as  a 
room  In  which  the  minister  can  refresh  himself  before  and  after  preaching.  This 
was  reserved  for  further  consideration. 

9.  Alderman  Bogart,  Abram  LfOtt.  Peter  Keteltas  and  Jacob  Le  Roy  were 
appointed  to  look  over  the  vacant  seats  in  both  churghes  and  report  concerning 
them  to  the  Consistory,  that  they  may  be  disposed  of  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
peieons  interested. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Ritxema,  p.  t.  President. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Letters. 

1764,  May  7th.  Art.  3.  The  Messrs.  Deputies  ad  res  Exteras 
read  1.  A  letter  from  New  York  of  John  Ritzema,  dated  March 
8,  1764 ;  2.  A  letter  from  John  Ritzema  as  President  of  the  con- 
sistory, to  our  Classis ;  3.  Also  one  from  George  van  Essen,  V.  D. 
M.  at  St  Eustatius,  of  February  18,  1764.    xiiL  385. 

Rev.  Jakson. 

Art.  4  ad  6,  Regarding  the  answer  to  the  letter  of  Rev. 
Jakson,  the  Messrs.  Deputies  reported  that  they  themselves  had 
not  written,  but  they  had  requested  a  certain  gentleman  to  do  so. 
He  had  agreed  thereto.     With  tliis  the  Classis  is  content.     xiiL 

385. 

Ckukcii  of  Xew  York. 

Repairs. 

New  York,   May  14th.  1764. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

1.  There  came  np  a  dispute  about  certain  seats  in  the  New  Church.  Becorder 
Johnsoin,  Jakobus  Roosevelt,  Alderman  Bogart,  Mr.  Keteltas,  Abram  Lott  and 
Jacob  Le  Roy  were  appointed  a  committee  to  take  action. 

2.  Since  the  consistory  at  present  has  no  money  in  hand  to  complete  the  New 
Church,  six  hundred  pounds  shall  be  taken  on  interest  from  Gerardus  W.  Beekman 
and  a  bond  given  therefor. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Ritzema,  p.  t.  President. 

Versification  of  the  Psalms  in  English. 

New  York,  May  22nd,  1764. 

1.  On  the  17th  of  May  a  bond  for  £600  was  given  to  James  Jauncey  at  aeyen 
per  cent.  In  place  Qf  the  one  given  to  Beekman. 

2.  That  Mr.  Evert  Byvank  be  released  from  his  engagement  to  versify  the 
Psalms  In  English  in  the  same  manner  as  they  are  versified  in  Dutch;  and  that 
the  committee,  with  Mr.  Hopkins,  inquire  in  reference  to  the  best  method  of  doing 
this  according  to  the  genius  of  the  English  tongue,  and  that  the  versifying  be  done 
accordingly. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Ritxema,  p.  t.  President 
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Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

ietteiB  to  the  Consistory  of  New  York,  and  to  Lambertus  de 

Ronde. 

1764,  June  4th.     Art  5.     The  Messrs.  Deputies  read  a  letter 
*o  the  Consistory  of  New  York,  and  also  a  letter  to  Rev.  Lam- 
lertna  de  Ronde,  minister  at  New  York.     Both  of  these  the  Clas-     " 
®w  aj)proved,  and  directed  them  to  be  forwarded,     xiii.  387. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  De  Ronde,  June  4,  1764. 
Vol.  31,  Page  220.     No.  143. 

To  Rey.  Lambertus  De  Ronde,  pastor  at  New  York, 

Sir  and  Beloved  Brother:— 

"^^^oordlng  to  our  letter  of  April  2»  1764,  you  have  learned  that  your  English 
^^^^«2falsm  was  approved  by  the  Classis  upon  condition  that  you  expressed  your- 
'^^  dearly  and  soundly,  either  in  the  Preface  or  in  the  Conclusion  upon  the 
-.^•"^^ry  of  the  Procession  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  In  reference  to  the  book  of 
^^•'■^ImiII  (on  Sanctiflcation)  the  Classis  was  of  opinion  that  it  was  beyond  her 
J"'>Pl»^iction,  but  the  matter  would  be  considered  in  another  Assembly.  Subse- 
2****^y  on  March  7,  1764.  this  matter  was  brought  up.  We  accordingly  notify  you 
J^*^  the  ClasslB,  upon  further  information,  still  holds  to  her  former  resolution,  that 
^"^liairs  book  lies  outside  of  her  jurisdiction.  Having  nothing  more  to  write. 
^  oommit  you  to  God  and  the  Word  of  his  Grace,  while  we  remain,  affectionately. 

Rev.  Sir  and  Brother, 

Your  obedient  servants  and  brethren, 

In  the  name  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Winoldns   Budde,   Depp.   CI.    h.   t.   Praesls. 
J  John  Kalkoen       "         "     "     "     Scriba. 

^^r  Clasilcal  Assembly,  Amsterdam,  June  4.  1764. 

"^:^  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Consistory  of  New  York, 
June  4,  1764.     Vol.  31,  Page  220.     No.  144. 

To  the  Rev.  Consistory  of  New  York, 

^^  Sirs  and  Beloved  Brethren:— 

was  with  satisfaction  that  we  received  your  letter  of  March  8,  1764.     It  came 

a  by  means  of  the  packet-boat  not  only  quickly,  but  also  with  little  expense. 

JQ        -^t  has  been  to  you  a  matter  of  trouble,  has  been  to  us  far  from  a  matter  of 

Ijj^,^^    namely,  that  the  Catechist  and  Visitor  of  the  Sick,  Adrian  Van  der  Swan, 


^^^^^       practised  such  deception  on  us,  forcring  letters  in  the  name  of  Rev.  Ritzema 


1^^^-  of  the  congregation  of  Jagertie  (Saugerties).  and  had  thus  attempted  to  force 
^^^•elf  Into  the  ministry.  It  is  a  great  satisfaction  to  us  that  you  have  tus- 
^^^^  ^ed  him,  and  deprived  him  of  every  office.  This,  of  course,  we  unanimously 
^^^  Tove.     We  do  not  suppose  that  the  Lord  Mayor  of  New  York  is  a  man  who 


-  now  give  him  a  license  to  preach  and  catechise  elsewhere,  or  encourage  him 

^fcny  way.     We  advise  you,  if  the  Lord  Mayor  should  encourage  him  in  his  dla- 

'^^rly  conduct,  that  you  oppose  It  in  as  kind  a  way  as  possible. 

^t  will  be  a  matter  of  great  satisfaction  to  us  to   hear  of  harmony  restored 

^'^^fmg   the   members   of   your   Consistory.     Did   our   former   letter   produce   any 

*^%ct7    We  hope  that  the  God  of  Peace  may  bind  these  brethren  together  again. 
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and  that  <mr  exhortations  have  been  blessed  to  this  end.  We  also  hope  that  Rer. 
Mr.  Leadly,  (Laidlie),  who,  we  trust,  has  already  arrived,  may  become  a  gnnt 
iustrnment  of  good  among  you,  and  that  the  blessing  of  the  Lord  may  rest  upon 
him.  May  the  Great  King,  who  reigns  over  his  Church  by  his  Son.  be  your  wisdom 
and  strength  in  all  your  ministry.  May  his  grace  be  sul&cient  for  you,  and  his 
power  sustain  you  in  your  weakness. 
We  remain  affectionately  yours. 

Rev.  Sirs  and  Beloved  Brethren. 
Tour  servants  and  brethren. 

In  the  name  of  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam, 

Winoldus  Budde,  Depp.   CI.   h.  t.  PraesU. 

Joh.  Kalkoen.  Scrlba. 

In  our  Classical  Assembly, 
Amsterdam,  June  4,  1764. 

Church  of  New  York. 
Translation  of  the  Catechism  Completed. 

New  York,  June  5th,  1764. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God*s  name. 

1.  The  Heidelberg  Catechism  in  English  was  presented  by  the  committee.  It 
had  been  prepared  by  them  from  translations  already  existing.  This  translation, 
having  been  compared  by  the  consistory  with  the  Dutch,  to  their  satisfaction,  was 
approved  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

2.  It  was  stated  to  be  necessary  to  take  off  the  roof  of  the  New  Church.  This 
was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

S.  That  Mr.  Am t bony  ten  Byck  shall  from  this  time  on,  receive  proper  interest 
for  his  disbursements. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Ritxema,  p.  t.  President. 

German  Reformed  Church,  New  York. 

New  York,  June  18th,  1764. 
Present  all  the  members  of  the  Consistory. 

Domlne  Kern  informed  the  meeting  that  he  had  been  invited  by  the  two  Datcb 
Ministers,  the  Rev.  Dms.  Ritzema  and  De  Ronde,  to  attend  a  Conferentie  meeting,  to 
be  held  the  following  day.  Dm.  Kern  further  stated  thSl  according  to  the  church 
records,  dated  28th  October,  1763,  it  had  been  resolved  "  that  this  church,  for  the 
better  preservation  of  the  same,  attach  themselves  to  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  and 
that  now  was  the  time  for  them,  according  to  their  knowledge  and  conscience  to  give 
their  votes  upon  the  subject. 

Resolved.  Unanimously.  That  subordination  to  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam  is  for 
the  good  of  the  Church,  better  than  it,  in  an  Independent  state,  can  be  kept.  That 
the  necessary  credentials  shall  be  prepared  ready  for  signature.  At  the  same  time 
the  credentials  were  prepared,  read  and  signed  as  per  copy  page,  9. 

Copy. 

Most  honorable  and  much  esteemed  Brethren. 

We  the  undersigned,  duly  elected  members  of  the  Consistory  of  the  German 
Reformed  Church  here,  were  minded  for  some  time  past,  for  the  better  providing 
for  the  good  of  our  church  to  unite  with  the  honorable  Classls  of  Amsterdam.  And 
our  Minister  having  been  invited  by  the  Rev.  Dms.  Ritzema  and  de  Ronde  to  be 
present  at  a  meeting  of  the  honorable  Synod  of  North  Holland,  on  the  19th  Inst., 
at  the  taking  of  tne  final  vote.  We  have  taken  the  matter  again  into  consideration, 
and  find  no  reason  for  altering  our  previous  determination. 
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We  therefore  deputise  by  this  writing  not  only  our  much  beloved  Pastor  the  Rev. 
Johan  Mlcheal  Kern,  bat  also  onr  christian  brother  Sebasti  Stephany  as  elder,  to 
mi»pcar  in  our  behalf  before  the  honorable  Classls  of  Amsterdam  to  deliberate  and 
mdTlse,  and  conclude  with  the  assembled  Ministers  and  Elders,  that  the  word  of  God 
and  the  regulations  of  our  dearly  beloved  church  may  recommend  for  the  present 
as  well  as  for  the  future  welfare  of  the  whole  Lk>w  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  thla 
ProTlnce,  and  ours  in  particular. 

Hay  the  Spirit  of  Wisdom  and  Peace  be  with  the  assembled  Ministers  and  Elders 
In  all  their  deliberations  and  actions,  and  may  all  redound  to  the  glory  of  his  holy 
name  and  the  extension  of  the  kingdom  of  Jesus. 
With  the  greatest  respect. 

Johannes  Zurcher' 
Abraham  Lung        .  Elders. 
Johannes  Meyer, 
Heinrich  Croo 
Helnrlch  Will        j 
New  York,  18th  June,  17G4. 

To  the  Assembled  Churches  of  the  honorable  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 


Deacons. 


Efforts  for  Union. 

Acts  of  the  Assembly  of  Ministers  and  Elders  of  the  so-called 
Coetus  and  Conferentie,  June  19  and  20,  1764. 

June  19,  1764 — Forenoon. 


The  Assembly  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Dom. 
found  to  be  the 

Members  Present. 
Ministers. 
John  Ritsema 
Lambertus  de  Ronde 
Arch.  Laldlie 
Ulpianus  Van  Binderen 
John  C.  Rubel 
John  C.  Fryenmoet 
H.  Meyer 
John  Leydt 
J.  Bntsen  Hardenberg 
D.  Marinus 
W.  Jackson 
O.  D.  Cock 
J.  M.  Kern 
John  H.  Goetschius 
Mart.  Van  Harlingen 
John  Bchuneman 
Maurice  Ooetsehlus 
8.  Verbryek 
H.  Schoonmaker 


Ritsema ;  and  the  following  were 


Elders. 
Jacobus  Roosevelt 
Thos.  Van  Wyck 
Jno.  Bogert,  Jun. 
Rem  Remsen 
Andies  Stockholm 
Jacob  Dekker 
John  Wynkoop 
nendrik  Fisher 
Tenuis  Post 
John  Paulisen 
John  Oerritse 
Hendrlk  Benner 
J.  S.  Stephany 
Oerrlt  Leydekker 
John  Montfort 

Jonas  Freer 
John  Blauyelt 
John  BrInckerhofF 
Bernaardus  Ryder 
Isaac  Brinkerhoff 
Benj.  Van  Metre 


The  Fundamental  Articles  of  the  Coetus,  and  the  letters  of  the  Rev.  Classls  of 
Amsterdam,  dated  January  11  and  October  80,  1763,  were  read  to  the  Assembly. 
Various  discussions  followed,  in  which  the  brethren,  not  coming  to  an  understanding, 
agreed  to  a  postponement  until  the  next  day. 

Separated  with  thanksgiving  to  Qod. 
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Jane  20,  1764. 

Opened  with  prayer,  by  Dom.  Ritzema.  The  following  additional  member* 
appeared : 

Dom  John  Schayier  Elder,  Rynear  Glessen 

"     BenJ.  Van  Der  Llnde  **      Stephen  Zabrleko 

"      Peter  Roome. 

The  brethren  of  the  so-called  Coetus  stated,  as  their  final  answer  upon  the  papen 
read  yesterday,  that  they  found  In  the  decision  of  the  Rev.  Classls  some  dUneultlcs 
which  must  first  be  removed;  and  as  we  could  glye  no  explanations  of  It,  they 
desired  to  lay  their  ffravamina  before  the  Rey.  Synod  or  Classls  Itself.*  We  could  not 
but  cordially  assent  to  this,  In  the  expectation  that  the  Rev.  AasembUea  will  makt 
farther  definite  statements,  which  will  be  plain  to  us. 

Whereupon  the  brethren  of  the  Coetus  departed,  and  those  of  the  CONisimm 
OBGANizsD  THE&i SELVES  ANEW ;  and  the  Joint  meeting  was  closed  with  thanksglTlns. 

Acts  of  "  The  Assembly  Subordinate  to  the  Rev.  Classis," 
(or  the  Conferentie,  Now  for  the  First  Formally  Organ- 
ized, WITH  Elders),  June  20,  1764. 

The  Subordinate  Assembly,  under  the  Classls  and  Synod,  was  opened  with  prajtr 
by  Dom.  Bltzema. 

Members  Present. 
Ministers  Elders. 

J.  Ritzema  Jacobus  Roosevelt 

L.  De  Ronde  John  Bogert,  Jan*r. 

Ulpl.  Van  Slnderen  Rem.  Remsen 

J.  C.  Rnbel  Andrew  Stockholm 

John  Schuyler  Rynler  Van  Glessen 

John  C  Fryenmoet  Jacob  Dekker 

B.  Van  Der  Linde  Stephen  Sabrlsko 

G.  D.  Kock  Hendrlk  Benner 

J.  M.  Kern  John  S.  Stephany 

Peter  Roome,  of  Pompton 

Nicholas  Wyckoff,  of  North  Branch. 

Isaac  BrlnckerhofT,  of  Flshklll. 

1.  Poughkeepste. — Peter  Van  Kleek,  Elder,  and  John  Conklln,  Deacon,  of  Pough- 
keepsle,  appeared  before  the  Assembly  with  a  complaint  against  the  ruling  Consistory 
of  the  congregation,  for  making  a  call  upon  one  Schoonmaker,  without  recognising 
them  therein  In  their  official  Character.  Further,  that  their  church  maintained 
the  Church  Order  of  the  Synod  of  Dort,  and  their  building  was  erected  upon  that 
condition,  as  appears  from  a  copy  of  the  deed  of  sale,  which  was  exhibited ;  yet  ths 
Consistory,  when  asked  whether  they  remained  under  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  said 
that  they  adhered  to  the  Coetus;  and  one  said  that  he  adhered  to  God*B  Word. 
Besides,  they  had  let  Schoonmaker  preach,  against  the  prohibition  of  the  elder,  whi> 
objected  because  he  was  not  regularly  ordained.  On  the  ground  of  these  complaints, 
it  was  requested  that  a  minister  should  be  sent  to  appoint  a  Consistory  according 
to  the  Constitution  of  our  Church.  After  a  conscientious  consideration  of  the  case, 
the  request  was  granted. 

2.  The  Student  Leydekker, — Gerrit  Leydekker,  a  student  In  theology,  reqnested 
the  Assembly  to  write  on  his  behalf  to  the  Classls  for  liberty  to  admit  him  to  the 
preparatory  examination  for  a  candidate ;  which  the  Assembly,  knowing  him  to  be 
properly  qualified,  undertook  to  do. 

S.  Tappan. — Cornelius  Abraham  Heerlng,  representing  thirty-nine  heads  of  famHlsa 
of  the  congregation  of  Tappan,  presented  various  severe  charges  against  the  minister^ 


•See  June  8,  1765. 
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^Qi'l  Verbryck,  both  In  doctrine  and  life.    They  had  desired  him  to  resign,  otherwise 

^^  would  withdraw  their  obligation  for  his  salary ;  whereupon  he  put  them  all 

^^der  censure,  and  excluded  them  from  the  Lord's  table,  and  they  still  remain  in 

^^t  state,  without  any  care  being  taken  of  them,  although  they  are  members  of  his 

^'^Kregation ;  wherefore  they  request  to  be  released  by  the  Assembly  from  such  a 

^^^ister.     It  was  resolved  to  present  their  case  to  the  Rev.  Classis,  and  urge  it  with 

•^ong  arguments. 

June  21,  1764 — Forenoon. 

Opened  with  prayer  by  the  President 

!•  FiihkiU, — ^The  advice  of  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Ritzema,  De  Ronde,  Van  Slnderen, 
^d  Rubel,  respecting  the  election  and  ordination  of  a  Consistory  at  Fishkill,  and 
^e  proceedings  of  Dom.  Verbryck  in  carrying  out  the  same,  were  read  to  the 
'^'■anbly  and  approved ;  and  Dom.  Verbryck  was  heartily  thanked  for  his  pains  in 
^  matter. 

^  Th€  Same, — ^The  congregation  of  Fishkill  having  called  Dom.  Blauw,  (before  the 

^IftirfQiiy  ordained  Schoonmaker  came  there),  and  it  being  still  uncertain  whether 

'^  will  come,  £k:hoonmaker  seeks  to  strengthen  his  party,  and  thus  to  divide  the 

'^^l    subordinated   congregation.     So   the   elder,    Isaac  BrinckerhofT,   stated,   and 

j^ested  the  aid  of  the  Assembly  in  supplying  them  with  the  preaching  of  the 

^Pel.     This  the  brethren  promised  to  render,  each  according  to  his  ability. 

^'  U^tter  to  the  Claasis. — It  was  resolved  that  a  letter  be  prepared  to  the  Rev. 

^■■'s  ;  and  Dom.  Ritzema,  Pres.,  and  Dom.  De  Ronde,  Clerk,  were  appointed  a 

*®""ttittee  for  the  purpose. 

June  21 — ^Afternoon  Session. 

Open^  with  prayer.    The  proceedings  of  the  neighboring  ministers,  aott,,  J.  C 

^eQix^oet,  H.  Meyer,  and  J.  D.  Kock,  with  their  elders,  who.  In  the  case  of  Donu 

B.  T.     ^nQ  Hoevenberg,  found  themselves  constrained   in  conscience,  by  his  high- 

^de^^  sins,  uncleanness,  drunkenness,  contention,  ill  treatment  of  his  wife,  and  per- 

'^^^'^^    contempt  and   scorn  of  all   ecclesiastical    admonitions,   to   lay   him   onder 

5*"*'**"«i,  were  laid  before  the  Assembly,  with  a  request  for  advice  how  to  deal  with 

^  farther,  in  case  he  continued  obstinate  in  his  sins.    The  Assembly  advised  them 

^  kc<ep  Dom.  Van  Hoevenberg  still  under  censure,   until   the  reply   of  the  Rev. 

^JJJ**^  shonld  be  received. 

^^  Jlnembly  separated  in  love  and  peace,  with  thanksgiving. 

J.  Rltsema,  p.  t.  Pres. 
L.  De  Ronde,  p.  t  Clerk. 

•*^^i::B  Assembly  Subordinates  to  the  Classis,"  [or  the  Con- 
jntib],  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  June  21,  1764. 
..  33,  Page  80.     No.  349. 

^  **^^  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  : — 

^^^  already  known  to  you  that  your  letters  of  January  11,  1763,  and  October  8, 

^  ^^^  same  year,  have  been  received  in  due  season,  and  we  hereby  express  onr 

^"^'^^^  to  you  for  them.     But  the  Acts  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  containing 

^^     Acceptable  decision,  which  we  think  so  necessary  for  the  security  of  the  doc- 

^*^^^    «nd  discipline  of  our  Church  in  this  distant  part  of  the  world,   (if  we  mean 

^  ^^bold  onr  doctrine  by  discipline,  and  not  fall  into  all  sorts  of  errors,  through 

^  t^V'etended  freedom  of  living  under  an  English  government,)  still  remain  behind, 

tlthotigh  we  never  had  more  need  of  them  than  now. 

^^    the   19th  of  June  we  met  in   the   Consistory   Chamber,   at   New  York,   and 

^^^tonately  besought  our  brethren  to  unite  with  us  on  the  basis  of  the  decision  of 

^  daasia  and  Synod ;  but  nothing  was  less  in  their  minds  than  submission.    They 

*^^^ed  their  usual  censoriousness,  and  Dom.  Leydt,  speaking  in  the  name  of  the 

^^f^  sought  to  confirm  their  Church  Order,  by  citing  and  explaining  various  paa- 

*^K^  of  Scripture,  and  thus  to  make  the  impression  on  every  one  that  our  Church 

^^^^  was  contrary  to  the  Scriptures,  and  in  conflict  with  English  freedom.     Still, 
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we  kept  our  purpose  not  to  enter  Into  dispute  with  them,  although  some  expressions 
were  so  piercing  that  we  could  scarcely  keep  silent.  To  him  and  the  others  who 
assisted  him  we  maintained  that  they  must  submit,  or  else  make  their  case  cle«r 
to  the  Classls  and  Synod ;  for  we  could  not  undo  what  had  been  determined  by  the 
highest  Judicatories ;  the  more  especially,  since  we  conscientiously  acquiesced  In  that 
determination,  as  appears  from  the  brief  notice  In  our  minutes. 

Should  they  now  write,  we  still  hope  that  the  Rev.  Classls  will  take  care  that  the 
determination  already  made  be  not  altered,  for  we  are  firmly  convinced  that  in  that 
case  the  existing  confusions.  Instead  of  being  ended,  would  commence  anew. 

After  the  departure  of  the  brethren,  we  formed  ourselves  into  **An  AssaifBLTy 
Sdbobdinatb  to  thb  Ret.  Classis  *' — a  name  which  we  gladly  appropriate  to 
ourselves;  and  as  such',  we  considered  the  matters  brought  up  by  those  who  are 
willing  to  continue  with  us  In  subordination  to  you. 

Article  1  states  the  case  of  Poughkeepsle,  where  the  congregation  is  under  the 
tyranny  of  some  conslstorial  persons,  who  were  picked  out  of  the  congregation  by 
the  Coetus  ministers,  to  serve  the  ends  of  the  Coetus,  by  unlawfully  thrusting  (tea 
to  one  in  the  congregation  being  opposed)  upon  Poughkeepsle  and  Fishklll  that 
(Henricus)  Schoonmaker  whom  they  last  autumn  made  a  candidate,  and  have  now 
made  a  minister.  He  was  brought  into  our  Assembly  with  his  bands  on,  for  which 
reason  he  stands  on  the  list  of  ministers  present  the  first  day ;  and  we  did  not  expd 
him,  because  we  were  unwilling  to  commence  a  strife  with  them.  We  have  now 
permitted  the  petitioners  to  choose  a  Consistory,  which  will  serve,  not  only  to 
hinder  in  his  disorderly  course  this  young  man,  ordained  against  the  will  of  the 
Classis,  (as  they  very  well  knew,)  but  also  to  put  the  congregation  in  a  condition  to 
unite  with  some  other  settlements  near  by,  in  calling  a  lawfully  ordained  minister 
from  this  country  or  from  Holland. 

The  second  article  concerns  the  request  of  Mr.  Gerrit  Leydekker,  to  be  examined 
for  a  candidate,  and  without  doubt,  if  he  shall  be  called  by  any  congregation,  for  a 
minister.  We  recommend  him  in  the  strongest  terms,  not  only  as  one  whom  we 
know  to  have  been  taught  from  his  youth  in  Latin  and  Greek,  but  also  as  having 
studied  for  four  years  at  the  College  of  New  Jersey  under  President  Burr,  so  dili- 
gently, as  to  receive  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts;  after  which  he  spent  a  year 
and  a  half  in  divinity  under  Dom.  Ritzema,  and  in  Hebrew  under  Dom.  Kala  His 
maturity  of  mind  and  piety  of  life  confirm  us  the  more  in  this  desire,  as  also  does 
his  weakness  of  body,  which  has  always  kept  him  from  undertaking  the  voyage  to 
Holland.  Being  convinced  that  the  Irregular  ordination  of  the  Coetus  ministers  was 
Inconsistent  with  our  constitution,  he  has  never  been  able  to  unite  with  them ;  yet 
he  has  spent  six  or  seven  years  In  the  exercises  mentioned,  without  any  prospect 
what  the  issue  of  his  course  would  be ;  and  he  has  a  true  desire  to  edify  his 
neighbors. 

Article  8  relates  the  sad  condition  of  the  congregation  of  Tappan,  which  at 
different  times  has  been  brought  before  the  Rev.  Classis,  and  which  we  have 
promised  to  urge  in  serious  terms. 

The  dispute  Is  principally  about  some  silly  speeches  of  the  minister  from  the 
pulpit,  as  e.  g. :  The  forms  of  prayer  must  be  cast  away,  and  we  must  pray  by  the 
Spirit.  Those  who  attend  church  in  the  forenoon  and  not  in  the  afternoon,  are  on 
the  direct  road  to  hell,  etc.  And  though  he  is  bound,  by  the  terms  of  his  call,  to 
preach  on  the  festival  days,  he  does  not  refrain  from  deriding  the  custom,  as  when 
once  officiating  on  Pass-day,  (Easter.)  he  preached  upon  the  crucifixion.  Besides, 
he,  along  with  other  ministers,  desired  a  charter  for  an  academy  from  the  Oovemor 
of  New  Jersey,  although  he  lives  under  the  government  of  New  York.  These  things 
greatly  excited  the  congregation,  yet  each  held  firmly  to  his  own  way ;  the  minister 
deeming  himself  more  bound  to  maintain  his  fancy  of  having  an  academy  or  a 
Classls,  than  to  feed  the  souls  intrusted  to  blm ;  and  the  congregation  thinking  that 
they  were  not  bound  to  a  minister  who  was  not  willing  to  abide  by  what  had 
always  been  taught  and  practiced,  nor  to  unite  with  us,  who  maintain  due  subordi- 
nation. Long  since  would  we  have  done  something,  had  we  not  feared  the 
unavoidable  wasting  of  the  church.  Therefore,  we  hope  that  the  Classis  will  issue 
the  case,  for  the  relief  of  these  long-oppressed  heads  of  families.  And  since  this 
matter  of  an  academy  is  that  which  is  so  sadly  disputed  in  the  congregations  of 
New  Jersey,  and  those  adjoining,  we  cannot  omit  mentioning  that,  notwithstanding 
two  governors  have  refused   their  request,   they  mean   to  try  it  with   the  third; 
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whence  men  Justly  expect  that  if  it  is  granted,  they  must  contribute  to  the  erection 
M  tach  a  school,  and  that  in  order  to  Increase  yet  more  the  number  of  that  ki^d  of 
silnlsters. 

The  transactions  recorded  in  the  minutes  of  June  21  are  of  the  same  nature  as 
those  of  Poughkeepsie  already  mentioned.  The  encounters  Dom.  Fryenmoet  has  had 
irlth  the  adherents  of  Schoonmaker  are  so  unchristian  and  Indecent,  that  it  is 
improper  to  repeat  them ;  yet  we  must  say,  that  the  rights  of  congregations,  accord- 
lag  to  our  constitution,  will  perish,  unless  this  case  is  strictly  handled,  be  the 
conieqaences  what  they  may. 

The  last  case  in  the  minutes,  that  of  B.  T.  Van  Hoevenberg,  was  supported  by  so 
nany  testimonies  that  the  brethren  could  not  do  otherwise  than  lay  him  under 
cc&iure,  and  continue  him  there,  unless  he  should  soon  show  repentance,  and  the 
flTiiiK  up  of  his  sins.  We  can  do  nothing  in  such  an  important  matter  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  Classis;  so  we  trust  that  the  Rev.  Classis,  without  requiring  us 
to  Mod  over  the  sworn  testimony,  will  confirm  our  action,  in  insisting,  according  to 
God's  Word  and  the  Constitution  of  the  Church,  upon  the  deposition  of  such  an 
open  sinner  going  on  in  his  sins ;  so  that  he  may  be  taken  out  of  the  way,  and  the 
coBxrei^atlon  be  enabled  to  provide  Itself  with  a  suitable  minister.  We  could  say 
iBneh  of  this  unhappy  man,  but  he  is  personally  known  to  many  members  of  the 
Ber.  Classis,  and  now,  by  domestic  circumstances,  he  Is  become  still  more  unhappy. 
By  the  abuse  of  an  expression  in  his  call,  as  if  he  were  under  the  Synod  of  Dort, 
vhkh  all  the  world  knows  to  be  no  longer  in  existence,  he  conceived  himself  subject 
to  no  church  judicature,  and  on  this  his  obstinacy  was  based.  Therefore,  we 
operated  from  him. 

Not  to  delay  you  longer,  we  must  still  mention,  in  few  words,  that  the  strength 
of  onr  opponents  lies  partly  in  the  abuse  of  God's  Word,  with  which  they  go 
•rooDd  In  the  congregations,  saying  that  it  gives  the  right  of  ordination  to  them 
^^liy  with  the  Classis,  and  that  the  Classis,  in  appropriating  that  right  to  them- 
wl^es,  are  In  conflict  with  the  Word  of  Ood:  partly  that,  as  they  say,  being 
•objects  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  it  is  not  allowed  them  to  acknowledge  a 
tvttiffi  power,  yet  the  civic  oath  is  only  political,  and  has  reference  merely  to  the 
sopremacy  of  the  Pope  in  the  Church  of  England ;  partly  because  Dom.  Hardenberg 
■Prttd  it  abroad  that  although  the  Classis  and  Synod  had  thus  written,  yet  many 
Blnltters  and  professors  were  of  a  contrary  opinion,  especially  Professors  Burman 
ud  Bonnet,  who  had  approved  the  erection  of  an  academy  here,  and  would  send  to  it 
*  nttable  person  for  professor  of  divinity.  So  the  name  of  the  Rev.  WInoldus 
Budde,  who,  as  one  of  the  Deputati  ad  res  Ewternas,  and  the  writer  of  the  last 
^^'•olcal  Letter,  is  very  generally  known,  is  abused  by  the  report  that  he  lifted 
bis  hinds  to  heaven  over  the  sins  of  those  who  opposed  the  Coetus,  especially  in  the 
■ttter  of  calling  Dom.  Fryenmoet  to  the  North  Branch,  at  Raritan ;  as  to  which, 
^  proof  were  demanded,  we  think  the  balance  would  incline  to  the  other  side. 

^«  Rev.  Arch.  Laldlie  and  H.  Meyer  having  been  present  in  the  Assembly  at  first, 
^^b  vith  an  elder,  the  Classis  will  be  surprised  to  observe  that  they  did  not  unite 
vith  Qg  In  the  subordinate  Assembly.  As  to  the  former  we  would  gladly  be  silent, 
7*t  we  cannot  wholly  forbear  to  say,  though  he  desired  that  men  should  not  speak  of 
^  that  if  he  did  not  propose  to  maintain  such  a  subordination,  he  should  not  have 
'^^^Ptsd  the  call  to  New  York.  The  latter,  having  married  a  sister  of  Dom.  Hardenberg, 
'PP^rs,  by  the  force  of  this  alliance,  to  have  brought  things  so  far  with  his  con- 
^^Kitlon.  that  they  having  deprived  him  of  authority  to  subject  them  to  the 
^'<*tni,  afterwards  postponed  the  matter ;  still,  the  elder  thinks  that  It  will  be 
'^^^NBpiished,  since  he  was  assured  that  his  associates  were  inclined  thereto.  Dom. 
'*'*Qw,  although  he  did  not  appear  himself,  yet  made  known  by  his  elder  the 
ibortHnatlon  of  himself  and  his  congregation.  Dom.  Westerlo  gave  us  to  under- 
i^d  the  same  thing,  yet  he  could  not  appear  with  the  requisite  authority,  because 
"^  OoDsistory.  out  of  regard  to  their  internal  harmony  and  peace,  was  not 
«ciined  to  act  with  ns.  Although  the  matters  of  the  aged  Erickson  came  before  us, 
**C0Qld  not  take  them  In  hand,  because  he  was  deprived  of  the  witnesses  for  his 
^'•Bce:  for  which  reason  his  case  Is  omitted  from  our  minutes,  yet  his  narrative 
^^tA  proceedings  altogether  unchristian. 

'^.  J.  M.  Kern,  a  High  Dutch  minister  of  the  Reformed  conprregatlon  of  that 
^^^  In  New  York,  has  united  with  us.  We  mention  blm  because  he  Is  doubtless 
^'bsowo  to  the  Rev.  Classis,  having  been  called  from  the  congregation  of  Heidel- 
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berg,  and  provided  with  a  commendatory  testimonial  by  that  Conslatory.  He  cant 
before  ub  desiring,  with  his  congregation,  to  come  under  our  Anembly,  and  wltli  va 
under  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  as  next  Judge  In  ecclesiastical  matten ;  wbkfe 
we  gladly  granted,  and  received  him  and  his  people  Into  oar  brotherhood. 

With  respect.  Rev.  Fathers  and  Brethren  In  Christ,  as  thoee  who  entreat  the 
blessing  of  the  God  of  all  grace  and  blessing  upon  your  persons  and  your  woriCt  wt 
subscribe  ourselves. 

In  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  Rev.  Assembly  of  Ministers  and  Blden^ 
subordinate  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 

J.  Bltsema,  PieeldeBt 
L.  De  Bonde,  Clerk. 
New  York,  June  21,  1764. 


Revs.  Ritzema  and  De  Ronde  to  the  Consistory  of  Kingston. 

July?  1764. 

To  the  Rev.  Consistory  of  Kingston:— 

We  find  ourselves,  however  unwillingly,  bound  In  conscience  to  reply  to  your 
request.  Dom.  Meyer  is  certainly  bound  by  the  call  upon  which  he  came  over,  te 
be  under  the  Church  Order  of  the  Netherlands,  which  he  subscribed  at  his  Installs* 
tlon,  the  Rev.  Synod  of  North  Holland  having  unanimously  concluded  that  the 
churches  here  should  be  In  becoming  subordination  to  the  Classis  of  Amstei^dam, 
and  through  It  to  the  higher  judicatories.  Now,  It  behooves  a  minister  to  know 
what  he  subscribes  by  the  acceptance  of  a  call.  It  behooves  him  to  know  what  If 
the  force  of  a  decree  of  a  Synod,  in  which  six  other  corresponding  Synods  are 
represented,  besides  all  the  members  of  every  Classis  where  the  Synod  Is  held; 
that  such  a  decree  Is  the  highest  eccleBlastlcal  authority  In  the  Netherlanda.  and 
that  It  has  the  same  force  over  the  churches  here  under  another  Jurisdiction,  as  la 
the  East  Indies  or  the  West  under  the  national  government;  there  being  only  this 
difference,  that  the  States  of  Holland  in  their  dominions  enforce  these  decrees  npeo 
the  disobedient  by  the  civil  power,  which  they  neither  can  nor  pretend  to  do  here, 
even  If  it  should  be  attempted  to  have  these  laws  executed  by  the  temporal  mBers 
by  virtue  of  the  Articles  of  Surrender.  We  say  that  a  minister  ought  to  know  this, 
and  it  astonishes  us  that  Dom.  Meyer  should,  in  answering  the  Consistory,  bare 
written,  notwithstanding  that  decree,  that  he  found  some  dlfllculty  In  allowing 
that  subordination,  etc.,  and  yet  say,  on  the  contrary,  that  be  had  no  objection  to 
a  Christian  and  brotherly  correspondence,  etc. ;  which,  however,  all  the  different 
communions  here  might  bold,  although  they  have  no  ties  binding  them  to  the 
Netherlandish  Church;  not  to  say  that  such  a  speech  is  a  declaration  that  the 
decree  alluded  to  Is  unchristian  and  tyrannical;  and  whoever  says  that,  ought  de 
facto  to  be  deposed. 

Notwithstanding,  we  advise  you  to  use  all  possible  forbearance.  In  order  that 
Dom.  Meyer,  who  Is  worthy  of  all  praise  on  account  of  his  qualifications  and  fidelity, 
may  have  time  for  reflection;  but  If  he  still  continues  to  refuse,  then  to  call  In  a 
neighboring  Consistory,  and  proceed  to  a  complete  removal,  according  to  the 
Ohurch  Order. 

We  pray,  brethren,  that  you  do  nothing  in  strife  or  partisanship;  that  you  strive, 
if  possible,  to  retain  your  minister,  and  that  he  may  be  found  a  useful  instrument 
In  God's  hand  for  the  salvation  of  many  souls. 

We  subscribe  ourselves,  respectfully. 

Your  servants  and  fellow-laborers, 

J.  Rltsema 
Lamb.  De  Ronde. 
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Church  of  N;ew  York. 
Manor  of  Fordham.     Versifing  the  Psalms  in  English. 

New  York,  June  29,  1764. 
Oonaistozy  held  after  calling  on  Qod*B  name. 

1.  The  Mlllng  of  ^e  farm,  fon^erly  In  poesemlon  of  Jacob  Lent,  to  TheophUu 
Bnt,  for  £6:10  per  acre  was  approved,  on  condition  that  be  shall  pay  upon  the 
iillTery  of  the  papers,  one  third  of  the  whole  sum;  and  that  for  the  remaining 
tvo-thlrda,  he  shall  give  three  bonds  with  sufficient  securities,  to  pay  the  same  in 
Ikree  successive  years:  viz.,  one  third  in  the  year  1765,  and  the  rest  in  the  two 
[feOowlng  years.     Mr.  John  Van  Cortland  was  appointed  to  prepare  the  writings. 

1  Theodore  Van  Wyck,  J.  Le  Roy,  P.  Keteltas,  D.  Brinkerhoff  and  Isaac  Roose- 
iflt  were  appointed  a  committee,  a  majority  to  act,  to  see  by  the  books  what 
moults  have  been  paid,  from  time  to  time,  to  free  the  Manor  of  Pordham.  The 
TRtiurer  shall  then  strike  ofF  the  same  from  the  whole  amount  received  for  the 
Ide  of  said  Manor,  so  that  we  may  know  the  exact  sum,  net,  which  the  Manor  has 
Itodnoed. 

t.  A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  Francis  Hopkinson,  dated  June  11th,  1764,  con- 
ttnlng  the  versifying  of  the  Psalms  of  David,  In  English,  in  the  manner  proposed. 
Aeeoosistory  agreed  to  pay  him  for  revising  what  has  already  been  done,  forty 
Ibtoles;  and  for  completing  the  whole,  one  hundred  pistoles.  Of  this  amount,  fifty 
iMes  shall  be  paid  when  the  work,  according  to  the  new  plan,  shall  be  half  done, 
tf  Hopkinson  asks  it.  And  Inasmuch  as  certain  members  are  to  pay  the  first  men- 
tteed  forty  pistoles,  the  consistory  agrees  to  pay  them  out  of  the  first  printed 
IWii  books,  or  out  of  other  funds.  They  shall  also  make  the  necessary  arrange- 
>MBtt  for  paying  the  last  named  one  hundred  pistoles,  and  other  necessary  expenses 
«f  Terrifying  the  Psalms. 

4.  Domlne  Laldlle,  Theodore  Van  Wyck,  D.  Brinkerhoff,  Isaac  Roosevelt  and 
OHBeUiis  Clopper  were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive  the  Psalms,  from  time  to 
time,  from  Mr.  Hopkinson  and  revise  the  same,  and  to  uphold  him  in  his  work. 

8.  Ifr.  Recorder  Alderman  Bogart  and  Jakobus  Roosevelt  were  appointed  and 
ctQiested  to  make  inquiry  into  the  general  report  that  Jacobus  Stoutenburg  has 
lone  round  with  the  Devirs  workmen  in  order  to  discover  hidden  treasures,  and 
toBttke  report 

^  It  was  agreed  to  sell  the  vacant  pews  In  the  New  Church  for  life,  [or  the  life 
ttne  of  the  buyer],  on  Tuesday,  July  10th  at  10  A.  M.  at  public  vendue  to  the 
^Ifkest  bidder  for  cash;  and  that  before  that  day  comes,  the  consistory  shall  take 
kto  farther  consideration  how  it  will  be  proper  to  sell  the  same,  and  to  make  a 
^Qflit  of  all  the  conditions  to  be  imposed. 

Signed  etc., 

L.  De  Ronde,  p.  t.  President. 

CORRKSPONDENCE  FrOM  AmERICA. 

Bevr.  Joannes  Ritzema  to  Hov.  Winoldus  Budde,  J\ilv  5,  1764. 
'        With  Postscript  of  September  7,  1764.     Vol.  xiv.  20. 

Right  Reverend  and  Very  Much  Esteemed  Brother! 

The  minutes  of  the  Subordinate  Assembly,    [the  Conferentle]    with  the  accom- 

l*»ylnf  letter,   will,   I  hope,   sufficiently  enlighten  your  Revs.,  together  with  the 

*cnberf  of  the  Right  Rev.  Classls,  so  that  It  Is  not  necessary  for  me  to  add  any- 

t^  to  them.     Nevertheless.  I  cannot  refrain  from  calling  your  attention  to  the 

*(tioB  of  our  new  minister,  (Laidlle).     T  wish  he  would  conduct  himself  differently 

^  Rfpect  to  church  matters.     Our  Coetus  brethren  also  make  themselves  very 

ftaflltr  with  him.     He  says  nothing  to  us,  but  holds  himself  aloof;  so  that  his 

ModllneM  does  not  seem  to  be  very  decided,  and  he  seems  even  to  turn  it  aside, 

by  mtrt  compliments.     Thus  he  begins  to  draw  considerable  suspicion  upon  him- 
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Fi'lf,  as  if  he  did  not  want  to  remain  subordinate.  Tlie  sehlsoi  made  about 
Academy  and  the  Classis  seems  rather  to  please  him.  He  does  not  seem  to  si 
hi^h  enough,  but  would  strive  after  stiil  higher  things.  Yet,  he  most  acknowk 
with  me  that,  if  this  thing  goes  on,  the  land  will  be  filled  with  beggars.  Fi 
cannot  see  where,  In  our  two  provinces,  six  (new)  ministers  can  be  conrenlei 
located;  and  then  where  shall  those  poor  sufferers  go  who  have  left  the  drag  > 
the  plow.  They  have  lost  all  desire  of  labor,  and  they  want  to  wander  up  j 
down  through  the  land,  and  be  addressed  as  Mynheer,  although  without  sopp< 
or  they  are  intending  to  drive  the  older  ones  away,  or  are  awaiting  their  depart 
to  the  other  world,  and  then  their  places  will  quickly  be  filled. 

I  would  be  glad  to  report  better  things  of  Domine  (Cornelius)  Blauw,  tiian  I  ( 
truthfully  do.  Last  fall,  he  accepted  a  call  to  Fishkill  (and  Poughkeepsie) ;  aad 
this  day  he  leaves  those  two  churches  in  doubt  whether  he  will  remain  or  go.  T 
circumstance  will,  I  fear,  cause  him  trouble.  At  any  rate,  he  acts  very  falthles 
towards  his  own  l>eloved  congregations  (in  New  Jersey)  which  have,  indeed,  abc 
measure,  shown  their  love  toward  him.  They  have  increased  his  salary  from  eigt 
pounds  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds.  Such  a  thing  has  never  before  bi 
pened  in  this  country  to  any  minister.  Moreover,  some  say,  that  he  gives  hlmt 
up  to  greediness,  and  serves  his  own  belly.  He  preaches  only  once  during  t 
week,  closing  with  one  catechetical  sermon.  He  has  become  so  fat  that  he 
almost  too  lazy  to  move  himself. 

In  order  to  bring  our  church  matters  Into  order,  ond  to  cause  that  restletsiM 
which  wants  "to  make  ministers"  to  cease,  we  suggest  to  you  Revs,  to  contU 
such  a  plan  as  this:  Whether  it  would  not  be  best  for  the  Classis  to  qualify  t 
or  three  candidates  for  the  New  Netherland  churches.  Just  as  they  do  for  the  A 
Indies,  without  determining  their  location,  and  without  a  previous  call  to  any  pi 
ticular  church.  I  do  not  doubt  but  that  those  who  would  come  over  under  such 
arrangement,  would  be  helped  to  a  settlement  immediately.  I  know,  indeed,  tl 
tinder  such  circumstances,  the  expenses  of  his  ordination  and  journey  would  1 
upon  himself,  and  that  that  would  not  be  very  easy  for  him  to  bear.  But  I  a 
know  this:  that  if  they  did  not  make  such  exhorbitant  charges  as  the  two  last  i 
came  over  have  done,  and  which  it  is  impossible  for  new  and  feeble  churches 
bear,  they  would  get  their  expenses  repaid  when  they  presented  their  bills.  T 
item  of  expense,  is  one  of  the  principle  reasons  why  they  want  to  make  minlat 
here.  It  costs  too  much  to  get  them  from  Holland,  and  even  then,  we  do  not  kn 
what  we  are  going  to  get.  There  may  be  certain  people  here,  in  each  congregat 
In  this  country,  who  are  in  favor  of  the  operations  of  the  Coetus  brethren;  but, 
far,  the  majority  of  them  want  a  minister  from  their  Fatherland;  and  this  wo 
be  the  universal  desire  of  all,  if  those  who  are  sent  over  only  had  a  desire  to  at 
themselves  good  workers,  and  were  not  willing  to  be  put  to  shame. 

I  and  mine,  God  be  praised,  are  in  tolerably  good  health,  and,  by  God's  gn 
I  find  myself  prepared  better  than  ever  before  to  meet  all  the  wickedness  that  I 
abounds;  so  that  I  perform  my  work,  although  with  increasing  weakness,  yet  n 
pleasure,  and  it  is  not  without  a  blessing.  I  sign  my  name  with  the  utmost  reap 
and  am,  my  dear  and  Rev.  Sir. 

Your  very  much  obliged  servant  and  brother, 

Johannes  Ritsemt 

New  York,  July  5th,  1764. 

P.  S.  That  poor  idler,  domine  Krlckzon,  has  dictated  the  accompanying  le 
to  me,  which  he  thinks  to  present  for  his  defense:  with  the  request  to  send  1 
the  Reverend  Classis  with  the  other  letters.  [See  July  16th  1764.]  I  wish  I 
able  to  do  moi*e  for  him,  on  account  of  the  old  respect  I  used  to  have  for  his  R 
and  on  account  of  his  age,  being  now  nearly  sevonty.  Hut  I  have  had  no  fam! 
converse  with  him  for  five  or  six  years.  All  I  know  concerning  him  is  thro 
reports;  and  I  dare  not  write  to  tlie  Uev.  Clasv-ls  «*\t»n  that  which  Is  in  his  fa 
though  he  desired  this  of  me,  on  the  ground  of  my  former  acquaintance  and  In 
course  with  him.  That  the  party  spirit  rules  also  In  his  congregation  is  plain,  a! 
they  desire  to  have  a  minister  of  their  own  malce.  let  it  go  with  the  old  man  s 
may.  Can  anything  be  done  to  avert  this  dishonor  of  the  (ministerial)  office,  so  i 
this  old  father  may  not  go  down  with  shame  to  the  grave?  This,  if  possible,  w< 
be  most  pleasing  to  me,  because  he  has  here  served  three  congregations  with  m 
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and  with  great  respect.     He  was  beard  here  in  New  York,   surely  with 
tiafaction,   although  he   followed   an   orderly   and   very   peculiar  style  of 
Ittacliliig,  after  the  fashion  of  Professor  Drlessen. 

v.  B.  The  longer  I  keep  this  letter,  the  more  it  grows.  I  tuugt  yet  mention 
tMa:  I  cannot  understand  how  it  can  be,  that  we  have  not  yet  received  a  minister 
Iw Queens  Ooontj,  Long  Island;  and  have  not  even  received  the  leant  report  con- 
cmlng  this  matter  since  the  call  was  sent  to  the  Rev.  Classis.  The  execution  of 
,fUiMialne8B  was  entrusted  to  the  Rev.  Deputati,  with  the  earnest  request,  that  if 
I  Itert  should  be  no  opportunity  to  send  the  minister  direct  from  Amsterdam  to  New 
Toifc,  then  to  send  such  gentleman  by  way  of  England.  And  since  there  was  no 
tei  that  these  letters  would  be  lost,  it  made  us  negligent  in  sending  a  duplicate, 
i.Mtto  speak  of  the  unnecessary  expense.  The  letters,  with  the  call,  were  already 
mtaway  from  here  to  London,  with  a  certain  Captain  Davids,  in  November  1763. 
And  then  the  care  of  the  same  was  further  given  to  Mr.  Siebenrood,  who  has  here- 
MNe  serred  us  faithfully  In  such  matters.  The  call  is  the  most  remunerative  that 
III  yet  gone  from  Long  Island.  Those  congregations,  which  have  been  long  in 
ikeord  are  now  rery  closely  united.  But  I  fear  that  if  something  Is  not  soon  done, 
dttt  the  evil  one  will  again  sow  tares.  Will  your  Revs,  be  so  kind  as  to  f;end  me 
•nn  cooeeming  this  matter  at  the  earliest  opportunity,  let  it  cost  what  it  will. 

Tlie  acts  of  Synod  of  last  year  have  not  yet  arrived.  And  since  I  And  thnt  it  is 
ihMst  impossible  to  receive  at  present  anything  directly  from  Amsterdam.  I  must 
.  kMly  desire  of  you,  that  those  things  which  we  need,  and  which  cannot  be  Rent 
ht  package,  be  sent  to  us  by  way  of  Guracoa,  addressed  to  Mr.  Dnvid  Menshart 
vtowin  forward  them  to  me.  And  this  may  also  be  the  best  way  to  send  a  min- 
ktor,  if  there  la  no  opportunity  direct  from  Amsterdam.  On  this  we  Rurely 
cqieted  the  minister  for  Long  Island,  but  we  have  not  even  received  a  single 
htttr  OD  the  subject. 

I^HDlne  Blsauw,  to  my  joy  remains  (In  New  Jersey),  and  I  hope  thnt  the  dis- 
iHliftetion  which  was  caused,  may  yet  turn  out  for  the  best. 

Vatlier  Schelluyne  with  whom   my  colleague  de  Ronde  corresponds,   ha^  lately 
vilttcn  to  his  Rev.     Receive  my  sincere  greetings. 

Vale.  J.  R. 
Hew  York,  Sept.  7,  1764.     It  being  the  day  in  which  I  enter  the  r>6th  year  of 

■rice. 

J.  Rfrzema. 
To  the  Right  Reverend  Sir  Winoldus  Bndde,  etc. 

CiruRCH  OF  Xew  York. 

New  York  July  12.  1764. 
^'wWstory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

1*  The  conditions  under  which  the  seats  on  the  Gallery,  as  well  as  below,  should 
■•  *>M,  were  presented  and  approved  by  a  majority.  It  was  agreed  that  some 
™*Utlon8  should  be  added  to  the  conditions.  Alderman  Bogart.  T.  Van  Wyck. 
I*-  Brtnkerhoff  and  I.  Roosvelt  were  appointed  to  do  this  and  report  to-morrow  at 
"  ^  H.  when  the  consistory  shall  meet  again. 

Sale  of  Pews  in  Xew  Church — (^edar  st. 

July  l.'i.  1764. 
^QilRtory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

'V  committee  reported  the  conditions  with  some  further  llraitatior«i.  These 
"••^  itad  and  unanimously  approved.     They  are  as  follows: 

^conditions  agreed  upon  by  the  Consistory  for  selling  the  vnonut  pews  In  the 
'^  Dutch  Ofaurch: 

*•  That  the  sale  thereof  shall  be  confined  to  such  persons  as  havo  nlway  adhered 
^■•d  been  looked  upon  as  belonging  to,  the  Dutch  Congregation,  whether  com- 
•■■tetBta  or  not.  Likewise  to  such  as  have  heretofore  belonged  to  our  rongrega- 
^  hot  have  left  us  on  account  of  the  language  only,  and  ar«>  desirouH  to  Join  us 
'M;  that  la,  auch  of  them  as  have  made  their  intentions  appear,  by  having 
^^&j  airtwcrlbed  and  paid  toward  the  support  of  our  ministers.     All  the  persona 
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comprehended  in  the  above  class  shall  have  liberty  to  purchase  seat*  for  themsel 
and  their  faxnillM,  or  such  friends  as  are  within  the  above  description.  And  m 
is  but  equitable  that  those  persons  of  our  own  denomination  should  first  be  mnf^ 
with  seats,  we  hope  no  umbrage  will  be  given  to  those  who  are  not  in  the  abi 
limitations.  We  are  willing  and  desirous  to  help  all  other  persons  without  distt 
tion  as  soon  as  those  above  mentoned,  who  maj  desire  seats,  are  supplied. 

2.  That  every  pew  be  struck  off  to  the  highest  bidder,  for  the  use  of  onlj  si 
persons  as  aforesaid;  and  such  bidder  shall  give  up  the  names  of  the  persons  tJ 
are  to  occupy  the  seats  therein.  They  must  be  such  as  have  no  seat  already 
the  church.  Names  shall  be  given  within  ten  days,  to  the  committee  appointed  : 
selling  the  pews;  but  they  shall,  at  or  before  any  such  names  are  entered,  pay  ui 
the  said  committee,  or  to  their  order,  the  purchase  money  thereof.  Unless  this 
performed  by  them  the  sale  of  such  pews  shall  be  void,  and  may  be  sold  again. 

That  every  name  thus  entered  shall  entitle  that  person  to  the  privilege  of  usi 
and  enjoying  such  seat  for  the  purpose  intended,  during  his  or  her  natural  life;  b 
they  are  subjected  to  the  same  plans  and  regulations  as  the  pews  heretofore  so 
in  said  church,  with  this  further  condition;  vis.,  that  every  owner  or  proprietor 
a  seat  or  seats,  being  a  master  or  mistress  of  a  family,  or  a  single  person  who  sn 
sists  in  livelihood  of  himself,  that  every  such  owner,  who  doth  not  yearly  and  eve 
year  pay  toward  the  support  of  our  minister  or  ministers,  shall,  in  failure  of  sn 
payment,  forfeit  the  property  and  privilege  to  said  seat  or  seats:  which  seat 
seats  shall,  upon  such  failure  devolve  upon  and  be  invested  again  in  the  Minlst< 
Eiders  and  Deacons,  to  be  disposed  of,  as  they  shall  be  pleased  to  order  and  dlrsi 
any  custom  or  usage  to  the  contrary  thereof  notwithstanding.  And  likewise  tt 
ail  seats  which  hereafter  shall  become  vacant,  by  death  or  otherwise,  shall  desofr 
'to  the  nearest  In  blood  living  in  the  city,  agreeably  to  the  church  rules,  upon  thi 
paying  the  rates  to  be  paid  on  such  vacant  seats,  and  complying  with  all  conditia 
that  other  possessors  of  seats  in  this  church  are  obliged  to  do;  and  upon  their  c 
applying  for  such  vacant  seats  within  one  year  and  six  weeks,  all  further  claim 
such  seat  shall  be  void,  and  it  shall  be  disposed  of,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases,  to  t 
first  proper  person  that  applies  for  the  same. 

8.  That  all  disputes  respecting  the  present  sale  of  pews,  or  bidders  or  perM 
entitled  thereto,  shall  be  decided  by  the  majority  of  the  committee  aforesaid,  whc 
determination  shall  be  final;  unless  said  committee  desire  the  advice  of  the  wh« 
consistory  thereon. 

4.  That  the  committee  appointed  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  be  Simon  Johnsc 
Jacobus  Roosevelt.  Peter  Keteltas,  Abram  P.  Lott  and  Isaac  Roosevelt,  or  a 
three  of  them;  who  are  hereby  empowered  by  order  of  the  consistory  to  sell  a: 
dispose  of  the  pews  and  seats  according  to  the  before  mentioned  conditions,  a: 
to  begin  the  sale  of  them  at  10  o'clock  on  Monday  morning  of  this  instant  July 
the  said  New  Dutch  Church. 

The  first  pew  in  the  gallery,  from  the  Tower  to  the  North-west  side.  Is  to  be  U 
unsold,  for  the  use  of  the  ministers  children. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  RItzema,  p.  t.  President. 


Rev.  Hermanus  ME\T:ii  to  Rev.  »Toiin  Ritzema,  July  12,  176 

No.  7. 

To  Mr.  Ritsema:— 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  with  our  Elder  Johannes  Wynkoop  aiTlv> 
at  our  residence  in  safety.  We  have  laid  the  acts  and  resolutions  of  the  Conrentli 
held  at  New  York  on  the  19th  of  June,  before  our  Consistory.  Whereupon  th 
after  some  time  spent  In  deliberation  and  consultation  with  some  members  of  t 
preceding  Consistory,  have  resolved,  in  accordance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Clasi 
and  the  Synod  to  acknowledge  the  subordination  to  the  Classis  of  Amstetds: 
kindly  requesting  at  the  same  time  that  our  Church  may  be  considered  as  one 
the  Convention  subordinate  to  the  Amsterdam  Classis.  and  received  wltiiln  t! 
same,  not  doubting,  that  if  this  shall  be  permitted  by  the  Rer.  ConTention*  y< 
will  have  the  goodness  to  communicate  the  same  to  us.  together  with  the  nnroHsi 
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tDfonudoD  u  to  the  manner  In  which  the  GonTentlon  It  Conttttated  and  how  It 
ikill  be  held,  with  all  that  it  becomes  na  to  know  on  the  subject.  This  commnnl- 
etttai  Is  made  at  the  request  and  in  the  name  of  the  Oonslstory  of  Kingston  bj 
Ub  who  has  the  honor  with  all  respect  and  affection  to  snbscribe  himself. 

Yours, 

Hermanns  Hejer, 
Minister  of  the  Church  of  Kingston. 
Klfigttoo  Julj  12,  1764. 


Lords  of  Trade  to  Lieutenant-Governor  Golden.     Ghabter 

FOR  Lutheran  Ghurch  Denied. 

Whitehall.  July  13.  1764. 
To  Cadwallader  Golden,  Esq.,  Lieutenant  GoTemor  of  New  York. 

We  hare  attentlTelj  considered  the  petition  of  the  Ministers  Elders  and  Deacons 
o(  the  Lutheran  Church,  praying  for  a  Charter  of  Incorporation,  and  though  we 
ikail  be  at  all  times  desirous  of  concurring  in  anj  measure  that  may  contribute  to 
the  Mtlsfactlon  of  every  pious  community,  the  principles  of  which  are  not  adyerse 
to  the  religious  constitution  of  these  kingdoms;  yet  it  does  not  appear  to  us  from 
toj  thing  set  forth  in  their  petition  that  such  incorporation  is  at  present  either 
Mceeetry  or  expedient. 

Sir, 

Your  very  loving  friends, 
Hillsborough 
Geo.  Rice 
Bamber  Gascoyne 
J.  Dyson. 
—Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  Vol.  vli,  pp.  642.  648. 

Correspondence  From  America. 

B®v.  Rhinehardt  Erickzon  to  the  Rev.  Glassis  of  Amsterdam,  July 

16,  1764.     [See  Sept,  7,  1764,  P.  S.] 

^t  Reverend  and  Very  Learned  Gentlemen  and  Brethren  In  Christ,  composing  the 
^**>lctl  Assembly  of  Amsterdam : — 

I  am  grieved  to  think  that  I  am  obliged  to  trouble  you.  Right,  Reverend  Sin,  with 
^T  complaint  concerning  the  HI  treatment  which  I  received  at  the  hands  of  Rer* 
^t  and  his  party,  who  claim  to  be  the  Coetus. 

^  ^u  called  as  pastor  of  the  church  at  Hackensack,  by  Revs.  Junius,  Vos  and  Van 
"^  Wall,  in  1725.  These  gentlemen  were  fully  authorized  by  the  church  at  Hack* 
*^ck  to  call  a  pastor  for  them. 

^  was  examined  and  considered  qualified  by  your  venerable  body  on  the  third 
^  September  of  the  same  year,  and  I  went  there  immediately  as  you  will  see  by 
^^*^*uitiog  the  Minutes  of  your  Classis. 

^^  1728  I  was  called  to  Scbooneghtade,  (Schenectady),  and  from  thence,  in  1786, 
^  ^Iddletown  and  Freehold,  N.  J.  To  the  latter  call,  after  serious  consideration,  I 
^^  coDitralned  to  give  ear.  That  people  had  called  me  in  1735,  but,  after  having 
^^cUocd  the  call,  they  called  me  again  In  1786.  The  latter  call  inspired  me  with 
^  bope  that  I  might  do  much  there  for  Jesus.  I  therefore  used  all  diligence  to 
^''^nict  the  people,  both  publicly  and  privately,  in  the  catechism.  The  opportunity 
^^  catechising  and  my  success  therein,  would  have  been  much  better,  if  the  Dutch 
^^'Titfe  had  been  spoken  more  generally,  and  if  the  Dutch  schools  had  not  ignored 
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it  as  they  did ;  and  above  all.  If  the  parents  bad  more  generally  spoken  It  at  home, 
and  had  taught  tho  children  to  read  Dutch,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  read  the  Bible 
in  Dutch  and  their  catechism  in  the  game. 

This  negligence  of  theirs,  was  the  cause  of  much  apathy,  in  reference  to 
catechising  and  preaching  in  Dutch,  especially  as  regards  the  youth.  They  pre- 
ferred to  attend  English  serrices,  whether  it  were  with  the  Mennonites,  with  the 
Church  of  England,  or  with  the  Independents.  The  latter  however,  are  generally 
considered  to  adhere  to  one  and  the  same  system  of  doctrines  as  ourselTea.  They 
profess  to  hold  and  defend,  with  Professor  Roel,  the  doctrine  concerning  the  Eternal 
Generation  of  the  Son. 

I  have  spent  my  time  in  this  country  in  preaching  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  with 
much  pleasure,  and  generally  with  the  esteem  of  the  congregations  in  which  I 
have  labored.  I  doubt  not  but  that  Rev.  Ritzema  has  informed  your  Revs,  to  the 
same  effect,  in  his  letters  to  you.  On  this  account,  I  consider  it  unnecessary  to 
have  this,  my  letter,  signed  by  John,  Peter,  and  Nicholas,  with  whom,  and  to  whose 
truthfulness,  you.  Rev.  Sirs,  are  entire  strangers. 

Solomon  says  in  Proverbs,  14,  **  Fools  make  a  mock  of  sin ;  but  among  the 
righteous  there  Is  favour."  Now  I  do  not  want  to  be  considered  a  fool.  I  would 
much  rather.  If  I  have  given  any  offense,  or  been  the  occasion  of  offense  to  any 
church  of  God,  publicly  to  confess  my  disgraceful  sins,  and  ask  forgiveness  at  the 
throne  of  grace,  where  pardon  can  ever  be  obtained,  to  the  glory  of  God  the 
Father. 

It  was  about  the  middle  of  December,  1762,  that,  about  eventide,  I  went  to  one 
of  our  neighboring  merchants  to  pmrchase  some  of  the  necessaries  of  life  for  my 
family.  After  I  had  finished  my  business  I  sat  down  by  the  fire  to  warm  myself. 
I  found  that  there  were  many  of  my  bitter  enemies  under  the  same  roof.  They 
watched  me  very  closely.  The  weather  being  very  cold,  they  ordered  the  grocer  to 
give  them  a  glass  of  brandy.  One  after  another  of  these  enemies  of  mine  drank 
very  freely  from  the  intoxicating  cup;  and  I,  by  not  being  closely  on  my  guard* 
became  somewhat  intoxicated  through  their  influence.  This  of  course,  was  an 
occasion  sought  by  them  for  slander  and  calumny.  They  immediately  spread  the 
report  throughout  my  congregation.  Thereupon  my  Consistory  convened,  and 
passed  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that  Rev.  Leydt,  a  pastor  of  a  neighboring  chnncb, 
(New  Brunswick)  should  be  invited  to  be  present.  The  Rev.  Leydt  accepted  the 
invitation  from  my  consistory.  He  brought  with  him  Rev.  Van  Harllngen  (of 
Neshantc),  and  each  took  an  elder  with  him,  for  the  purpose  of  convening  with  my 
consistory.     Rev.  Leydt  presided  on  this  occasion. 

I  having  been  summoned  to  appear  before  this  body,  came  unhesitatingly.  KeT. 
Leydt  opened  the  meeting  with  prayer,  in  which  he  addressed  God  as  righteous  and 
holy,  one  who  could  not  in  the  least  have  anything  to  do  with  sin.  And  further^ 
more,  he  referred  to  me  as  pastor  of  a  church.  He  also  said,  in  his  prayer,  that  I 
was  a  pastor,  called  according  to  the  Rules  of  the  Church,  but  that  I  had  never 
had  the  Internal  call,  nor  a  commission  from  God  to  that  office.  And  therefore,  said 
he,  that  God,  by  virtue  of  his  holiness  and  his  righteousness,  could  not  suffer  ma  to 
retain  this  my  holy  office.  This  gave  me  no  little  perplexity.  Thereupon,  I  requested 
the  Consistory  to  restore  me  to  my  office  and  duties,  (after  I  had  been  denied  these 
privileges  for  six  weeks),  and  I  would  make  an  bumble  confession  of  this  my 
grevious  offense,  in  one  of  my  sermons.  My  request  was  not  granted.  Moreover  I 
was  informed  by  the  President,  that  I  should  abstain  from  preaching  the  Gospel 
and  administering  the  sacraments,  for  an  unlimited  time. 

I  besought  them  to  limit  the  time  of  this  my  punishment,  and  informed  them  that 
there  was  a  difference  between  my  case  and  that  of  habitual  drunkenness,  according 
to  Art.  80*  of  the  Church  Dlsciplln.  But  my  proposition  and  information  were  dis- 
regarded and  they  were  not  to  be  moved  in  their  decision. 

Revs.  Leydt  and  Van  Harllngen,  by  consent  of  my  consistory,  occupied  my  pulpit  In 
turn.  They  came  in  turn  once  every  month  to  preach  and  to  administer  the  holy 
sacrament  of  baptism. 

Rev.  (Jacob  R.)  Hardenberg,  meanwhile  had  made  a  proposition  before  the 
Classis  (to  go  to  Holland)  to  visit  bis  mother-in-law  and  other  friends.  In  the  Spring 


*In  Article  80  of  the  Rules  of  the  Synod  of  Dort,  "habitual  drunkenness**  was  obs 
of  the  sins  worthy  of  discipline.  It  was  not  until  1882  that  "habitual"  was  strtcksn 
out. 
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of  1763,  In  Amsterdam,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  them  over  to  this  side.  A 
siMcltl  meeting  of  the  Coetas  was  called  in  April  to  consider  this  proposition  (of  his 
trip  to  Holland.)  Bst.  Hardenberg  was  appointed  and  requested  to  nse  all  bis 
inlliienee  while  there,  to  have  the  Coetns  changed  into  a  formal  Classis,  so  that 
thejr  could  have  the  authority  of  holding  examinations.  You,  BeT.  Sirs,  are  aware, 
wla^ther  he  performed  this,  his  commission. 

▲t  this  special  meeting  of  the  Coetus,  Rev.  Leydt  with  Revs.  Jackson  and  Van 
HsLTlingen,  each  with  one  of  his  elders,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  take  action, 
at  my  place,  concerning  my  trouble.  Rey.  Jackson  and  his  elder  did  not  make  their 
•Pl^carance.  They  excused  themselves  from  acting  as  part  of  the  committee,  on  the 
frovnd  of  indisposition.  Rsts.  Leydt  and  Van  Harlingen  with  their  elders  were 
pr<e«ent  at  the  appointed  hour. 

I    was  summoned  to  appear  before  this  Committee.     I  then  requested  them  to 

rel^se  me  from  this  my  suspension.     My  consistory  was  unwilling  to  give  their 

cosaoent  to  their  granting  my  request.    They  also  had,  without  my  knowledge,  pro- 

▼t^«d  three  witnesses  against  me.    These  three  witnesses  were  my  relatlTes;  tIk. 

ClarUitlan  Cretsinger  and  his  wife,  and  Elizabeth  Killum,  a  young  girl  of  16  or  17 

J^^n  of  age.    These  testified,  in  favor  of  the  censure.    They  said  that  there  had 

a  lialf  gallon  of  rum  in  my  house ;  that  I  was  very  restless  during  the  night ; 

in  the  morning,  ft  appeared  to  them  that  I  had  drunk  too  much. 

^Vfhtn  I  wanted  to  defend  myself  against  this  charge,  the  Rev.  Leydt,  who  was 

t*a«iklent  of  the  meeting,  answered  me,  that  these  people  had  made  the  accusation ; 

tlimt  it  was  sufficient,  and  that  I  was  not  permitted  to  defend  myself. 

The  suspension  under  which  I  was  held,  continued.    These  Rct.  gentlemen  still 

cmae  once  a  month  to  preach  in  my  pulpit,  and  to  administer  the  sacred  rite  of 

baptism.    This  they  could   easily  do.     Financially,   it  brought  them   considerable 

e^ln;  for  my  Consistory  defrayed  their  trayellng  expenses,  and  remunerated  them 

w«li  for  their  services. 

Finally,  In  the  month  of  August,  the  above  mentioned  pastors,  in  connection  with 
my  Consistory,  held  another  conslstorial  meeting.  They  invited  a  Justice  of  the 
^tu%  who  was  not  a  member  of  our  church,  nor  indeed  of  any  other,  but  %fho  was 
aecnttomed  to  attend  the  Independent  church  services  rather  than  ours,  to  take 
^  testimony  of  persons  against  me,  who  were  not  church  members.  These  wlt- 
**iNi  were  the  above  named  persons,  together  with  another  young  woman,  Annie 
^Alker,  by  name.  They  testified  that  they  had  not  seen  me  drunk,  but  that  I  was 
4«ite  far  gone. 

^  regular  session  of  the  Coetus  was  held  the  first  Tuesday  of  the  following 

^^^tober.    They  met  a  little  above  Kingston.    The  witnesses,  and  the  testimony  of 

^  witnesses,  were  brou^t  before  this  Coetus  by  these  Rev.  gentlemen.     I  was 

'^ble  to  attend  this  session  because  of  the  distance  from  my  home.    My  Consistory 

^^  sent  them  a  communication  by  letter,  the  tenor  of  which  I  do  not  know, 

*^^^  was  I  permitted  to  know  it.    Of  this  latter  assertion  of  mine,  I  am  certain, 

^  the  f<^owing  reasons:    One  of  my  friends  offered  one  of  my  elders  a  Spanish 

^"^^  for  the  privilege  of  looking  over  the   letter,   whereupon  he   received   the 

***^%r,  that  neither  he,  nor  any  one  else  should  ever  see  nor  read  the  letter.     I  was 

^^''^inaed  by  this  so-called  Coetus  without  having  had  the  opportunity  of  defending 

^'^Hf.    The  verdict  passed  by  the  Coetus  was  sent  to  my  house  by  the  Rev.  Leydt, 

^^  was  the  Scribe  Extraordinary. 

^^«  principle  contents  of  the  verdict  were  as  follows:  The  Coetus,  so-called, 
^^^Ives  the  pastoral  relation  between  my  congregation  and  myself,  and  authorizes 
^  P«ople  to  call  another  pastor  in  my  place. 

"^e  Coetus  appointed  three  different  candidates  for  the  ministry.    One  of  them, 

^^  needed  a  new  coat  and  a  piece  of  bread,  was  invited  by  the  Coetus  to  preach  In 

^^  church,  which  now  had  had  no  regular  preaching  for  some  time,  for  the  purpose 

^  showing  his  talents  and  to  gain  the  favor  of  the  church.     This  young  candidate 

^^  preached  only  once  every  Sabbath,  since  last  December,  because  he  was  unable 

^  Preach  twice  a  day.    And  even  by  preaching  but  once  on  the  Lord's  day  he  was 

^tged  to  read  his  sermon  from  a  manuscript.     I  was  not  at  all  surprised  at  this. 

^  %  man  can  acquire  the  necessary  knowledge,  and  a  suitable  familiarity  with  the 

f^^Cnaies  which  a  minister  needs,  in  three  or  four  years,  I  appeal  to  your  honors  to 

««rt4e. 
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And  further,  If  this  pretended  Coetus  has  the  power  and  authority  to  depose  and 
install  ministers  according  to  their  pleasure,  then  I  must  openly  confew  that  I  do 
not  understand  Article  70  of  church  government.  This  Article  plainly  declares  that 
no  minister  can  be  deposed  without  the  advice  of  the  venerable  Classis.  Nor  does 
the  letter,  which  was  written  to  us  by  the  Classis  on  Jan.  18,  1768,  which  says,  that 
matters  of  difference  must  be  decided  by  a  majority  of  the  members  in  any  eedesl- 
astlcal  body,  allow  any  such  thing.  (Article  81.)^  It  only  makes  the  ptovlsAoB 
for  a  majority  vote,  by  the  members  present  In  any  such  body,  in  order  that  ths 
accused  person  may  have  an  opportunity  to  appeal  to  a  higher  court — ^the  Clasals. 
This  privilege  was  denied  me.  I  doubt  not  but  that  your  honors  will  receive  farther 
information  concerning  that  Assembly,  which  styles  itself  "A  Convention ",  and 
which  has  caused  such  a  dreadful  schism  and  alienations  among  and  In  the 
churches  of  this  country.  They  claim  the  power  of  ordaining  whom  they  please. 
Bev.  Leydt  claims  authority  also — in  direct  opposition  to  the  Classis  and  the  Synod 
of  North  Holland — that  such  right  is  inherent  in  the  Coetus.  Your  honors  have,  no 
doubt,  received  his  pamphlets,  in  which  he  claims  this  right. 

Having  now  given  you  a  full  account,  and  also  in  their  regular  order,  of  the 
proceedings  (acts)  of  Rev.  Leydt  and  his  party,  who  call  themselves  the  Coetos,  I 
will  also,  for  this  is  proper,  describe  to  you  the  characters  of  those  who  have  eomt 
up  against  me  as  accusers : 

The  first  named.  Christian  Critzengen,  is  a  High  Dutchman  by  birth,  from  northen 
Germany.  He  was  sold,  a  few  years  ago,  for  a  single  fare  from  Holland  to 
Pennsylvania.  Having  served  his  time  as  a  sort  of  slave,  he  went  to  sea  as  a 
privateersman,  in  the  war  of  Spain  and  France,  against  England.  He  was  engaged 
in  sinking  the  vessels  of  the  enemy.  When  the  war  was  ended  he  came  to  realdi 
in  my  neighborhood.  He  considered  himself  a  respectable  man.  He  married  s 
woman,  who  had  engaged  herself  as  a  servant  for  eight  years  to  a  certain  Joaspb 
Van  Mettere.  This  Joseph  Van  Mettere  was  grievously  provoked  at  me,  beeanss  1 
had,  contrary  to  his  wishes,  performed  the  marriage  ceremony  for  his  father-in-law, 
in  a  second  marriage.  This  union  also  proved  to  be  unfortunate;  it  caused  mnet 
trouble  in  the  family  and  dissension  in  the  church.  Joseph  Van  Mettere  attempted 
to  show  that  this  woman  was  of  a  bad  character.  He  would  have  moved  heaves 
and  earth,  if  it  could  have  been  done,  to  have  accomplished  his  object.  He  eves 
went  so  far  as  to  try  to  make  the  children  of  his  father-in-law  to  say  all  mannei 
of  evil  and  to  slander  their  step-mother,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  dissolve  th< 
marriage. 

These  people  lived  in  one  of  the  back  rooms  of  my  house.  I  had  them  live  then 
in  order  to  work  my  land  on  shares.  The  mother  of  the  family  was  freqoentl] 
invited  to  make  visits,  by  the  daughters  of  her  former  master.  She  was  constantl] 
questioned  about  the  news  of  the  day  and  especially  of  affairs  in  my  house.  AxU 
as  is  usually  the  case,  many  lies  were  mixed  In  with  the  truth.  This  was  true  in  i 
special  manner  In  our  case ;  for  when  the  woman  had  recited  all  the  news  about  nn 
and  my  family  she  could  think  of,  to  her  former  master,  she  was  obliged  to  stick  tc 
everything  she  had  said,  in  order  not  to  be  looked  upon  and  called  a  liar. 

How  much  I  am  disappointed  in  her  husband,  I  can  hardly  express.  My  ezperl 
ence  with  him  has  clearly  proved  to  me  that  he  is  not  the  man  I  took  him  to  be 
I  always  thought  him  to  be  an  honest  and  moral  man,  but  I  have  found  him  to  be  i 
blasphemer,  etc.,  the  like  of  which  I  have  not  often  seen.  He  evidently  cared  not 
for  God  nor  man. 

The  other  two  witnesses  were  young  servant  girls,  both  of  whom  bad  beei 
employed  by  my  wife.  Their  services  came  to  an  end,  not  being  any  longer  satla 
factory  to  my  wife.  My  wife  paid  them  all  that  she  owed  them  and  let  them  go 
At  this  they  were  greatly  enraged  and  felt  very  bitterly  towards  h6r. 

These  servant  girls  after  they  had  left  my  house  were  welcomed  by  the  mai 
and  woman  who  lived  in  the  back  rooms  of  the  building.  Here  they  remained  al! 
night.  In  the  morning  the  lady  of  the  house  went  with  one  of  the  girls  to  hei 
parents,  and  in  the  afternoon  her  husband  followed.     Here  the  conspiracy  against 


^Article  SI.  "If  any  person  conceive  himself  aggrieved  by  the  decision  of  a  lessei 
Assembly,  he  shall  have  the  liberty  and  right  of  appealing  to  a  higher,  and  that 
which  is  determined  by  a  majority  of  voices  in  such  Assembly,  shall  be  held  dedslvi 
and  binding,  unless  It  can  be  demonstrated  to  be  contrary  to  the  Word  of  God  an^ 
these  Articles." 
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1M  wu  formed.  To  me  tbis  1b  very  clear,  In  that  they  not  only  agree  In  facta,  bat 
•leo  In  the  very  words.  This  certainly  would  not  have  been  the  case*  nor  wonld 
It  be  probable.  If  they  had  not  recited  thle  lesson  over  so  often  as  to  enable  them  to 
raiaDbcr  and  repeat  It  yerbally. 

Stin,  I  am  not  the  first  minister  of  the  Gospel  who,  through  false  accusations  and 
ptijnrlet  has  been  tried  as  I  am  now.  The  Revs.  Bels,  (Beys)  Slater,  Ontsius. 
(J.  H.  Ooetschius),  and  others  have  passed  through  similar  ordeals.  And  this  is 
BOC  to  be  wondered  at,  for  the  servant  Is  not  better  than  his  Lord,  and  He  experi- 
CMcd  the  same  treatment  which  I  have  of  late  experienced. 

Ooaeeming  the  testimony  of  these  witnesses  I  have  this  to  say:  I  do  not  deny 
that  my  wife,  who  at  the  time  was  ill  and  had  a  severe  cough,  ordered  half  a 
HUon  of  rum  by  this  Christian  Critzengen,  who  was  about  to  go  to  town  with 
iralB.  One  half  of  this  rum  was  set  aside  to  be  used  afterwards  as  medicine,  and 
the  other  half  was  mixed  with  water  and  drunk,  just  before  we  retired  that 
cvtolos.  Part  of  the  last  half,  however,  was  boiled  with  butter  and  milk,  which  I 
ned  to  cure  my  hoarseness.  From  this,  Rev.  gentlemen,  you  will  clearly  perceive 
that  the  cause  of  my  restlessness  that  night  was  not  owing  to  strong  drink.  If  you, 
ter  Sirs,  should  look  at  my  condition  deliberately,  could  you  not  account  for  my 
Kitlemiess  upon  other  grounds  than  drunkenness?  I  have  been  obliged  to  pass  the 
Plater  part  of  the  nights  of  the  past  winter,  even  on  my  own  hearth-stone.  In 
troQUe  and  sorrow. 

Coneeming  the  second  part  of  the  testimony  from  these  people,  given  under  path, 
I  haie  the  following  to  siiy :  It  came  to  pass,  after  this  man  had  finished  mowing 
Ua  grain,  that  he  came  home,  and  having  a  little  rum  left  in  his  bottle,  my  wife 
took  it  and  mixed  It  with  water,  butter,  and  sugar,  boiled  it,  poured  it  in  a  cup 
ud  brought  it  to  me,  requesting  me  to  drink  of  it.  Twice  I  refused  to  take  it, 
MylBf  that  I  did  not  feel  well,  that  I  disliked  it,  and  that  it  nauseated  me.  My 
vtfe,  however,  persisted  in  having  me  drink  of  it.  After  still  further  resistance  I 
flully  consented  to  use  a  little  so  as  to  satisfy  her.  Shortly  after  this,  one  of  my 
doMitles,  a  relative  I  suppose,  testified  under  oath,  that  I  had  not  been  drunk  but 
QBder  the  influence  of  strong  drink.  This  was  her  positive  testimony.  Now,  dearly 
honored  Sirs,  even  had  this  testimony  been  true,  do  you  consider  It  right  for  these, 
■T  domestics,  to  inspect  my  house  and  then  thus  expose  matters?  You  can  easily 
infer  what  sort  of  people  they  were  who  rose  up  against  me  as  accusers. 

And  farther  concerning  the  causes  of  this  trouble  In  my  church :  besides  the 
tbOTo  mentioned  marriage,  there  was  another  marriage  which  was  an  additional 
CUM.  It  was  that  of  a  widow.  She  has  six  children.  They  were  very  much 
oppoMd  to  have  their  mother  marry  a  second  time.  They  succeeded  In  their 
^>potltlon  for  five  or  six  years.  Finally,  the  widow  came  to  me  and  requested  me 
to  aaite  her  in  marriage  with  her  suitor.  I  took  it  for  granted  that  she  had 
f^Ted  the  consent  of  her  children.  I  therefore  united  her  in  wedlock.  This 
nnged  the  children  against  me  exceedingly.  They  declared  that  they  would  give  me 
P^t7  of  trouble.  They  swore  that  they  would  endeavor  to  excite  the  feelings  of 
**di  and  every  one  of  my  people  against  me.  This  is  not  a  very  diflScult  task  to 
*ccofflpiiah,  especially  in  the  country,  where  they  are  nearly  all  related  to  one 
'^^er,  either  by  marriage  or  as  blood  relatives. 

1  consider  myself  in  duty  bound,  since  I  have  been  a  minister  of  the  €rospel  for 
■wc  than  forty  three  years,  and  have  had  much  success,  to  lay  these  my  complaints 
More  your  venerable  body,  that  I  may  not  be  obliged,  at  the  age  of  sixty  eight,  to 
^  Into  the  grave  as  a  deposed  minister  of  the  Gospel. 

l^Ing  in  the  hope  that  your  honors  will  consider  my  case  as  though  it  were  your 
*^  tnd  that  you  will  restore  me  to  my  pastoral  office.  In  opposition  to  this 
■*<tlled  Coetus,  I  remain  while  praying  for  your  prosperity,  for  your  persons  and 
'^iw,  and  also  for  your  office,  Highly  Honored  Sirs  and  Brethren  in  the  Lord — 
Tonr  loving  and  kindly  disposed  brother, 

Relnhardt  Brickzon. 
'w«hoI4.  July  16,  1764. 
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Petition  of  Sir  James  Jay  to  the  King,  .Itly  17,  1764,  fdr 
Grant  of  I*and  for  Kings  College.     (See  July  23). 

To  the  KInf'g  Most  Excellent  Majesty  in  Gouudl. 

The  Memorial  and  humble  Petition  of  Sir  James  Jay,  Knight,  In  behalf  of  tb*' 
Governors  of  King's  College  In  the  City  of  New  York  in  America. 
Sheweth. 

That  although  the  said  Seminary  Hath  been  honoured  with  the  nioxt  distinguish^  ^^ 
Inf  Mark  of  Your  Majesty 'h  Royal  favour,  yet  the  superior  importance  It  is  becom^^^ 
of  to  your  Majesty's  American  Dominions  In  consequence  of  the  acquisition  of  Canadi^ft. 
and  its  dependance  encourages  him  to  hope  that  his  present  application  In  favouK^fl 
of  it  will  meet  with  your  Majesty's  gracious  approbation. 

That  in  order  that  the  necessity  and  importanoe  of  the  said  Seminary  may 
rightly    understood    he   begs   leave   to   mention    its   origin,   progress   and   present, 
situation. 

The  several  Gentlemen  in  the  Province  of  New  York,  observing  the  many  Incon-  j 
veniences  and  Disorders  that  prevailed  in  America  in  General,  and  that  Colooy  liK. 
particular  from  the  diflTerent  opinions,  manner  and  customs  of  the  Inhabitants,  ai 
apprehending  that  more  fatal  evils  would  arise  among  a  people,  composed  of  rarioirj 
Nations,  differing  in  language  and  in  their  principles  of  Religion  and  Govemi 
If  left  destitute  of  the  proper  means  of  Education  endeavoured  to  establish  a 
Inary  for  their  instruction. 

That  it  was  also  observed  that  many  of  those  evils,  were  in  a  great  meat 
owing  to  the  want  of  proper  Ministers  and  Teachers,  and  that  it  was  Impoaail 
to  obtain  a  sufficient  supply  of  able  Instructors  unless  opportunitiea  were  providi 
for   educating   them   there,    as  few    men   of  proper   qualiflcatlona   here   could 
induced  to  quit  their  hopes  In  these  Kingdoms,  for  a  laborious  employment  In 
remote  wilderness  where  they  are  to  expect  but  small  secular  advantage  to  reward 
their  toil. 

That  sundry  circumstances  rendered  these  considerations  the  more  ImmedlateC-! 
interesting  and  particularly  the  amazing  pains,  wMch  your  Majesty'*  Poplsli  Bb»-j 
mlea  were  every  where  perceived  to  take'  for  the  propagation  of  their  pecull^- 
Tenents  and  the  many  Bstablishments  they  were  making  for  that  purpose  in  all 
Countrys  of  America  subjected  to  them,  while  your  Majesty's  numerous  subjec 
there,  remained  too  liable  to  their  corruptions  by  being  spread  abroad  on  a  wi^ 
frontier  without  a  sufficient  number  of  Protestant  Ministers  among  them. 

That  from  a  Just  aence  of  these  growing  evils  a  College  was  erected  In  New  Yoi 
not  indeed  to  aim  at  any  high  improvements  in  literature  but  to  guard  against  tot 
ignorance  to  inatiU  Into  the  minds  of  Youth  true  principles  of  Religion,  a  Tenerati< 
for  the  British  Constitution,  and  a  grateful  sence  of  the  many  Blessings  we  enj< 
under  your  Majesty's  auspltious  Government,  to  instruct  them  in  such  useful  Ai 
and  branches  of  knowledge  as  are  necessary  to  Trade  Agriculture  and  the  di 
improvement  of  your  valuable  Colonys  there,  and  lastly,  to  assist  In  raising  up 
KuccessioQ  of  faithful  Instructors  to  be  sent  forth  among  our  own  people  and  tl 
Indians  in  alliance  with  us,  in  order  to  teach  them  the  ways  of  truth  to  save  the 
from  the  corruptions  of  the  Enemy  and  wipe  away  the  reproach  of  suffering 
tknissaries  of  a  fftlse  Religion  to  be  more  zealous  in  propagating  their  slavish  si 
d(^structive  Tenets,  than  we  are  in  promoting  the  glorious  plan  of  public  LlberC^  •^ 
and  happiness  committed  to  us. 

That  with  these  generous  views,  the  said  Seminary  was  begun  about  Ten  yeair*** 
ago,  and  Is  placed  under  the  inspection  of  the  Government  and  Established  Ghoref - 
The  Lord  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  the  first  lA)rd  of  Trade  and  Plantationtf' 
and  the  Chief  Officers  in  the  Government  of  the  Colony,  being  by  the  Charter  of 
lni*orporation,  Govemours  of  it  in  virtue  of  their  Offices— That  besides  a  sum  at 
Money  granted  by  the  Assembly  It  has  been  chiefly  supported,  by  the  liberal  eoD- 
tributlons  of  Individuals,  excepting  that  the  venerable  Society  In  London  for  Propa- 
gating the  Gospel,  being  sensible  how  much  the  undertaking  would  contribute  to 
the  extension  of  Religion  and  virtue  assisted  them  with  a  donation  of  500  poonda 

But.  as  undertakings  of  such  an  extensive  nature  even  in  the  most  wealthj  king- 
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have  flehlom  been  complcated,  unless  by  the  united  generosity  of  many  prl- 
benetectOTS,  and  often  by  the  bounty  of  Sovereign  princes,  It  cannot  be  thought 
that  all  the  resources  In  the  power  of  Individuals  In  a  young  Colony  should 
b«  (oond  Insufllclent  for  the  purpose,  and  that  the  Governors  of  the  College  should 
W  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  soliciting  the  assistance  of  their  mother  Country  to 
%BaUe  them  to  carry  on  this  useful  work. — 

That  your  petitioner  was  accordingly  appointed  to  represent  the  design  and  state 
tf  the  undertaking,  and  to  solicit  and  to  receive  the  benefactions  of  pious  and  well 
Alspoied  people  in  Brittain,  and  that  he  has  so  far  succeeded  in  his  endeavours  as 
tkat  including  Your  Majesty's  Gracious  Donation  of  400  pounds;  the  private  bene- 
factions of  many  of  the  Nobility,  Gentry  and  Clergy,  and  the  sum  collected  on  your 
Hajeity's  Royal  Brief,  he  will  be  enabled  to  remit  on  the  whole  about  five  thousand 
poonds  clear  of  all  expences. 

That  a«  there  is  little,  or  no  prospect  of  obtaining  further  assistance  in  the 
PiOTince,  and  as  the  sum  of  five  thousand  pounds  is  insufficient  to  carry  on  the 
^olgn  even  in  Ita  present  confined  manner  much  less  to  render  it  of  more  extensive 
^sd  general  utility,  your  petitioners,  considering  that  the  Universities  in  Brittain 
Ireland  were  liberally  endowed  with  lands,  by  your  Majesty's  lUustrous  Prede- 
and  relying  on  your  Majesty's  known  regard  for  the  advancement  of  Reli- 
and  Qsefnl  knowledge  is  encouraged  to  pray  that  your  Majesty  will  be  pleased 
tio  mat  a  Tract  of  Land  in  the  Province  of  New  York,  to  the  aforeeald  Seminary, 
^«t  as  the  unappropriated  lands  in  that  I*rovlnce  are  in  a  remote  wilderness  at  a 
It  distance  from  the  improved  parts  of  the  Colony:  that  as  it  must  be  a  long 
before  they  can  be  cultivated  or  rendered  of  any  advantage  and  as  the  profits 
It  will  arise  from  them  are  to  be  applied  for  the  public  benefit,  he  for  these 
■^■•ons,  wltlioot  adducing  as  precedents  the  great  privileges,  exemptions  and  indul- 
On^les,  that  were  granted  to  similar  Institutions  in  Brittain  &  Ireland  by  former 
K*risce8,  hopes,  that  It  will  seem  reasonable  that  the  usual  terms  of  Cultivation  and 
Qott  Kant,  on  which  lands  are  granted  to  private  persons,  should  be  dispensed  with 
oa  this  oecaalon  and  therefore  particularly  prays: 

That  year  Majesty  will  be  pleased  to  grant  twenty  thousand  Acres  of  land  in  the 

Piwiace  of  New  York,  free  of  the  conditions  of  cultivation  and  Quit  Rents  to  the 

<3oTcnion  of  the  College  of  the  Province  of  New  York,  in  the  City  of  New  York  In 

•AiMrtca,  for  the  use  and  behoof  of  the  said  College,  and  that  the  said  Governors 

^▼t  leave  to  locate  the  quantity  of  lands  allowed  the  said  College  out  of  any  of 

tke  Crown  Lands  in  the  said  province  before  any  person  or  persons  who  have 

^MBcd  orden  for  lands  in  the  said  province,  are  permitted  to  locate  the  same. 

And  your  Majesty's  Petitioner,  as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever  pray  etc. 

(signed)  James  Jay. 

^*«B,  17  July,  1764.  -Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  Vol.  vii,  pp.  643-5. 


Church  of  New  York. 
Repairs,     Manor  of  Fordhani. 

New  York.  July  18,  1764. 
^^Istory  held  after  railing  on  God's  name. 

*•  Resolved,  That  the  front  of  the  New  Chuirh  bo  furnished  with  now  saab 
''•*>wii,  because  the  old  panes  arc  so  broken  as  to  be  not  worth  ronowal;  the  few 
*•■••  itmainlng  unbroken  may  sorve  for  mending  others. 

^  That  a  Balcony  be  made  ou  the  New  Church  such  as  is  on  the  Old  English 
Ckijch. 

^  That  the  cost  of  the  three  pieces  of  sliver,  which  have  been  made  Into  tank- 
^'^  to  be  sent  as  a  present  to  Amsterdam,  be  paid  for  out  of  the  sale  of  the  pews; 
^  y*tt  the  committee  send  the  same  by  the  first  opportunity. 

*•  It  was  further  agreed  that  the  arrears  of  rent  due  on  the  pews  in  the  New 
^^^ttvh  shall  not  be  demanded,  for  certain  reasons:  but  henceforth  payment  shall 
*»««icted. 

S-  A  deed  was  given  to  Theophilns  Hunt,  of  W^'^tc better,  for  a  farm  In  the 
Ibaorof  Fordham.  marked  on  the  map  as  No.  10;  sold  to  him  for  £938:17:8^;  and 
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another  deed,  signed  and  sealed,  to  Benjamin  Coraon,  for  a  piece  of  land  U 
aame  Manor,  sold  to  him  for  £157:7:4  Vi.     For  these  four  bonda  are  given  h} 
said  Theophilos  Hnnt,  Aaron  Hunt,  and  Abram  Leggett.  which  are  taken  In  ; 
of  the  payment  of  the  first  Installment  In   ready   money,  according  to  the 
agreement. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Ritsema,  p.  t.  Presidei 

Lords  of  Trade  to  tuk  Lords  of  the  Privy  Council.  Ji 
23,  1764.  Kings  College  Receives  (Grant  of  La 
(See  July  17.) 

To   the   Right    Honorable    the   Lords   of   the   Committee   of   His   Majesty's  3 

Honorable  Privy  Council  for  Plantation  AflTalrs. 
My  Lords. 

In  pursuance  of  your  Lordships  Order  of  the  17th  Inst.,  we  have  taken  into 
'?M>nsideration  the  memorial  and  humble  petition  of  Sir  James  Jay,  Knight 
behalf  of  the  Governors  of  King's  College  in  the  City  of  New  York  in  Amc 
humbly  praying  *'That  his  Majesty  will  be  pleased  to  grant  twenty  thousand  a 
of  land  in  the  Province  of  New  York,  free  of  the  conditions  of  cultivation  and  4 
Rent,  to  the  Qovemors  of  the  College  of  the  Province  of  New  York  in  the  Cit; 
New  York  in  America,  for  the  use  and  behoof  of  the  said  College,  and  that  the  : 
Governors  may  have  leave  to  locate  the  quantity  of  land  allowed  the  said  col 
out  of  any  of  the  Crown  lands  in  the  said  Province,  before  any  person  or  pen 
who  have  obtained  orders  for  Lands  in  the  said  Province  are  permitted  to  locate 
same." 

Whereupon  we  beg  leave  to  report  to  your  Lordships,  that  as  this  new  establii 
Seminary  for  the  encouragement  of  Religion  and  useful  learning  appears  to  n 
be  a  laudable  Institution  and  as  such  has  already  been  favoured  with  his  Majes 
countenance  and  protection:  we  see  no  reason  why  your  Lordships  may  not  ad 
His  Majesty  to  endow  it  with  such  a  landed  property  as  the  Petitioner  reqnc 
which  will  give  it  a  greater  respect  and  stability,  and  will  under  proper  restrlcti 
and  prudent  management  be  no  inconsiderable  addition  to  its  present  slender 
precarious  support;  and  therefore  we  beg  leave  to  recommend  that  his  Majes 
orders  may  t>e  given  to  the  Governor  of  New  York  to  cause  twenty  thousand  a< 
of  land  to  be  surveyed  and  laid  out  for  this  purpose  in  one  continuous  tract 
such  part  of  the  Province  as  the  acting  and  resident  Governors  of  the  Coll 
shall  choose,  and  upon  a  return  of  such  survey  to  pass  a  Patent  for  the  sami 
the  (Governors  of  the  said  College  as  named  in  the  Charter  &  their  successors  i 
ever,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  said  College,  with  a  power  to  the  said  G 
emors  to  grant  leases  of  the  premises  for  three  lives  or  any  term  not  exceed] 
ninety-nine  years;  reserving  a  rent  to  the  College  of  at  least  one  third  of 
improved  value. 

As  to  the  request  of  the  Petitioner  that  these  lands  may  be  granted  free  <rf  C 
Rent,  If  His  Majesty  shall  be  pleased  as  a  mark  of  his  royal  Grace  and  Favoui 
approve  of  such  remission  of  the  usual  Quit  Rent,  we  humbly  recommend  that 
annual  rent  of  6|8,  should  be  reserved  to  be  paid  by  the  President  and  Fellowi 
the  College  to  the  Governor  or  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Province  sitting 
Council  in  the  Council  Chamber  on  every  Monday  after  Baster  in  each  year;  but 
do  not  think  it  either  expedient,  or  for  the  interest  or  advantage  of  the  Colh 
that  this  grant  should  be  made  free  from  the  conditions  of  cultivation  prescribed 
His  Majesty's  instructions,  or  that  it  is  either  just  or  equitable  to  allow  t 
priority  of  location  of  the  lands  desired  by  the  Petitioner. 

We  are  etc., 

Hillsboroogi 
Geo.  Rice 
J.  Dyson. 

Whitehall,  July  28,  1764.  -Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  Vol.  vli,  pp.  645-<l 
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fiev^a^  Freyemnoet,  Meyjer  and  Cock,  to  the  dassis  of  Amsterdam, 
July  25, 1764.     Vol.  33,  page  81.     No.  351. 

A  letter  from  three  neighboring  ministers  of  the  Flats,  Revs.  Freyenmoet,  Meyer 
and  Oock,  dated.  The  Flats  July  25,  1764,  with  some  voluminous  documents. 

!•  "Xhe  letter  itself  contains  a  statement  of  the  cause  for  which,  and  the  manner 
in  wtmich,  these  three  ministers  and  their  eiders,  at  the  request  of  the  Rev.  Consis- 
tory of  the  Flats,  (Rhinebeck),  came  together  there,  and  took  action,  on  the  case  of 
Rer.  s.  T.  Van  Hoevenberg,  minister  at  the  Flats.  They  resolved,  on  account  of 
his  Impenitence  and  stubbornness,  for  his  many  sins  and  misdemeanors,  base  and 
offertsive  as  they  were,  to  keep  him  under  censure,  until  the  Classis  or  the  Synod 
of  ^^orth  Holland  shall  pronounce  sentence  upon  him,  for  to  these  bodies  he  has 
iPPesiled. 

II.    The  accompanying  documents  contain  the  account 

L  Of  the  Acts  of  the  neighboring  ministers  and  elders,  Jan.  18,  1764,  in  the 
etft«  of  Rev.  Van  Hoevenberg.  For  very  grave  misdemeanors,  they  had  Judged  him 
to  (>«•  worthy  of  censure,  without,  however,  dealing  with  him  at  once,  because  they 
▼a>K&ted  first  to  get  the  opinion  of  the  ministers  of  New  York  and  Albany. 

2-  Of  the  Acts  of  these  same  ministers  and  elders,  who  at  the  same  place,  on 
^^y  5,  1764,  censured  and  suspended  Rev.  Van  Hoevenberg  for  ten  weeks.  Against 
this  sentence,  as  well  as  against  all  that  was  done,  he  had  already  protested  the 
^y   before. 

^>  Finally:  Of  the  conclusions  of  that  Ecclesiastical  Assembly,  keeping  Rev. 
^^A  Hoevenberg,  under  censure,  because  he  showed  no  penitence  during  the  term 
0'  Censure,  and  was  unwilling  to  make  any  confession  or  to  preach  a  Penitential 
Sermon  at  its  close.  He  was  therefore  continued  under  censure,  until  the  Rev. 
^'^«sis,  before  which  they  openly  place  this  entire  matter,  shall  have  passed  its 
■^■itence  thereon. 

"^liis  provisional  and  continued  censure  was  approved  by  the  subordinated  Ecclesi- 
•■^cal  Assembly  at  New  York. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
^'^port  of  Committee  on  the  Affairs  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

Ritzema  and  Van  der  Sman. 

^ynodalia.  1764.  Art  48.  The  Classis  report  that  its  Deputati  ad  res  Exteras, 
^  l»ursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the  Synod  of  last  year,  (1763)  caused  to  be  made 
^|^^4irial  (certified  by  oath  before  a  notary)  copies  of  the  two  letters  addressed  to 
^^  Synod ;  the  one  in  the  name  of  John  Ritzema,  and  the  other  in  the  name  of  the 
^^^^istory  of  the  Jagertje  (Saugerties)  church.  These,  our  delegates  to  this  Synod 
"^'^^ced  upon  the  table  of  Synod,  while  the  originals  were  forwarded  to  New  York, 
^^^ence  tidings  have  been  received  that  the  writer  of  these  forged  letters  has  been 
^5^ covered.  He  is  the  Catechlser  and  Kranken-besoeker,  A.  van  der  Sman,  who  in 
J^^  way  had  sought  to  intrude  himself,  as  pastor.  Into  the  church  of  't  Jagertje. 
^r  this  he  .was  not  only  censured,  but  also  suspended  and  deposed  from  his  office. 

xlv.  10. 
CSee  Minutes  of  Synod,  July- Aug.  1763;  March  8.  1764.) 

CTs  OF  THE  Synod  of  North  IIolland,  July  31-Auo.  8, 1764 ; 

Vol.  65. 

Article  47. 
Now  York  and  New  Jersov. 

The  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  reports  that  Its  Deputies  on  Foreign  Affairs  have, 
Pusuant  to  last  year's  resolution,   had  notarial  copies  made  of  the  two  letters 
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written  to  the  Synod;  one  In  name  of  Rev.  Jobn  Ritxema,  the  other  in  the  name  of 
the  Consistory  of  Saugertles.  These  the  Deputies  to  this  Synod  lay  on  the  Synod's 
table,  the  originals  having  been  sent  to  New  York.  News  has  been  received  from 
there,  to  the  effect  that  the  writer  of  those  forged  letters  had  been  discovered,  and 
that  he  Is  the  Catechiser  and  Visitor  of  the  Sick,  A.  Van  der  Sman,  who  had  thereby 
songht  to  crowd  himself  as  minister  into  the  church  at  Saugertles.  Wherefore  he 
has  not  only  been  censured,  but  also  suspended  and  deposed  from  h\n  service*. 

Their  Hon.  Mightinesses,  the  Corresponding  Delegates,  the  moderators  and  all  the 
ClasNis  thank  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam  for  thus  clearing  up  matters. 

Eev.  Ritzema  TO  Mr.  John  Wynkoop,  of  Kingston,  Aug.  8, 
1764.     (Copy  also  Sent  to  Classls  of  Amsterdam  wirit 

CONFEREIJ^TIE  LeTTER  OF  JuNE  21.) 

Advice  from  Kingston  have  compelled  us  to  forward  the  following  to  the  Rct. 
Classls  of  Amsterdam : 

To  Mr.  John  Wynkoop,  Elder  at  Kingston  : 

I  have  received  your  letter  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  Cranner,  as  I  had  also  sooie 
days  before  received  one  from  Dom.  Meyer.  To  the  latter  I  had  prepared  an  answer, 
but  had  not  yet  sent  it,  so  that  there  was  an  opportunity  to  read  it  to  Mr.  Cranner. 
He  approved  it,  but  desired  me  to  add  something  which  might  be  more  satisfactory 
to  the  Domine;  this  I  have  done,  and  now  dispatch  it,  hoping  that  you  will  see  it. 
Otherwise  I  would  communicate  it  to  you  verhatinit  while  it  is  in  my  power ;  but  It 
is  too  burdensome  for  me  to  make  copies  of  my  domestic  correspondence,  it  being: 
trouble  enough  to  do  that  with  letters  to  foreign  parts. 

I  moam  your  condition  and  that  of  the  other  congregations,  among  which  such 
a  spirit  of  domination  prevails  that  men  will  not  be  subject  to  a  lawful  subordina> 
tion,  but  seek  to  impose  an  unlawful  subordination  upon  others.  For  they  have 
set  up,  and  mean  still  further  to  carry,  the  rule  of  the  majority,  by  which  they 
will  be  able  to  manage  everything  their  own  way ;  and,  for  my  part,  I  think  I  have 
satisfactory  reasons  for  believing  that,  if  they  succeed,  they  will  so  play  the  master 
(Bpelen  den  haas)  in  all  our  congregations,  that  we  shall  get  into  a  state  of  confta- 
slon  from  which  there  will  be  no  recovery.  Yet  we  do  not  desire,  neither  does  the 
Classls,  aby  such  subordination  as  would  conflict  with  the  freedom  which  a  subject  of 
Great  Britain  has.  Our  subordination  to  the  Classls  means  only  and  simply  that  we 
govern  our  churches  here  according  to  the  ecclesiastical  constitution  of  the  Nether- 
lands, on  which  they  are  founded ;  and  in  consequence  of  which  we  are  not  a 
tolerated  Church,  as  all  dissenters  are,  but  an  established  Church,  according  to  the 
Articles  of  Surrender,  when  this  country,  which  before  was  Dutch,  became  Bngllsh. 
If,  then,  we  withdraw  ourselves  from  Holland,  which  we  certainly  do  by  refusing 
to  be  In  becoming  subordination,  I  expect  that  in  time  we  shall  be  considered 
dissenters,  and  lose  our  privileges  as  an  established  Church,  and  perhaps  incur  the 
danger  of  forfeiting  our  charters.  For  these  were  given  to  us  as  a  Netherlandish 
Church ;  and  how  can  we  remain  such,  when  we  will  not  be  governed  by  the 
Netherlandish  Church  rules,  but  will  make  ministers  here  of  whomsoever  we  please, 
which  Is,  indeed,  the  principal  thing  aimed  at? 

On  this  account,  I  am  resolved  to  add  to  the  letter  already  written  to  the 
Classls  a  copy  of  the  oath  which  all  functionaries  here  are  required  to  take ;  and  to 
ask  the  Classls  to  say  that  they  wish  no  subordination  inconsistent  with  that  oatli. 

Further,  brethren,  be  united  with  each  other,  and  stand  as  one  man  against  the 
schismatics;  for  the  least  Indulgence  you  grant  will  eat  like  a  canker,  to  your  ruin. 
Be  the  opposer  who  he  may,  he  must  yield,  or  all  Is  lost.  The  Lord  unite  your 
hearts  hereto  in  love. 

With  due  salutations, 

I  am  your  friend  and  servant, 

J.  RItsema. 
New  York,  August  8,  1764. 

Dr.  Meyer  was  not  kind  enough  to  make  known  all  my  letter  to  him,  but  read 
only  parts  of  It,  whereupon  the  Consistory  resolved  to  read  to  him  my   letter  to 
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Mr.  John  Wjmkoop,  and  requested  him  to  become  subordinate  to  the  Classis  of 
^>Qaterdam,  on  the  grrounds  stated  In  my  letter.  He  replied  according  to  their 
'•'Weat,  in  writing,  a  copy  of  which  here  follows : 


1764 


Dominie  Meyer's  Position. 

"  Being  requested  by  the  Consistory,  consisting  of  the  elders  and  deacons  of  the 
^^Cregation,  to  give  my  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  yielding  or  refusing  subordi- 
nation to  the  Rer.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  my  reply  is  this :     For  the  satisfaction  of 
^  conscience  in  regard  to  the  oath  by  which  I  adjured  all  foreign  power  and 
^iitliorlty,  etc.,  over  things  ecclesiastical  or  spiritual  in  this  realm,  my  purpose  was 
-^consent  no  further  personally  to  the  subordination  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 
^^^ft  I  received  the  explanation  of  the  Conferentie,  wherein  this  Bubordinatlon  is 
*^ted  to  be  such  as  may  consist  with  the  oath  which  is  already  talten  by  some, 
^'^  may  be  taken  by  more.     And  still,  to  bring  no  bonds  on  my  conscience  concern- 
^f  that  oath,   and  out   of  fear  of   acting  faithlessly,   I   find   some  difficulty   in 
^ceding  to  the  Classis  the  right  and  power  over  our  spiritual  things,  so  long 
*HlD<t2<ed  them,  by   which  the  right  of  ordination  is  denied  to  our  ministers  and 
^^'^Si^csations,  and  the  sole  decision  of  questions  concerning  ecclesiastical  persons  and 
^''B&^blies  here  is  given  to  the  Classis.     For  the  rest,  I  have  no  objection  to  a 
^^^'''tA^n  and  brotherly  correspondence;  on  the  contrary,  I  desire  in  this  way  to 
**  nnlt:«d  with  the  Oassis." 


Eitzema's  Remarks  on  AIeyer's  Position. 

3*^  there.  Rev.  Brethren,  what  troubles  again  l)efall  us !  We  are  asked  not  only 
to  coxkunonicate  these  things  to  you,  but  also  whether  the  people  may  not  with  the 
i'^^^st  propriety  be  released  from  such  a  minister— one  whose  course  violates  his 
ciUf  %]id  pats  them  in  danger  of  forfeiting  their  charter  if  they  keep  him ;  since 
^^  lu>ld  their  church  building  and  property,  not  as  an  independent  church,  but  as 
'^''^Itiiff  under  the  Church  Order  of  the  Netherlands,  determined  in  the  Synod  of 
^>«^   1618,  1619. 

BUftce  my  letter  to  Mr.  Wynkoop  expresses  the  true  condition  of  our  Church  and 
^  Subordination  we  hold,  and  since  we  send  the  answer  of  Dom.  Meyer  to  the  Rev. 
^"^i&biy  for  its  judgment,  we  add  only  these  observations:  Dom.  Meyer  appears 
^  *^^ke  conscience  of  an  oath  which  he  took  freely  and  without  necessity,  but  not 
^  ^i«  signing  the  Formulas  at  his  ordination  when  called  to  Kingston,  which 
^^'^Cvd  him  expressly  to  the  Church  of  the  Netherlands  and  its  Orders.  Now,  not 
^^  has  be  long  known  the  unanimous  decision  of  the  Synod,  in  which  the  Synods 
^  ^U  the  provinces  were  represented,  that  the  churches  here  should  be  subordinate 
|f  ^«  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  but  he  has  bad  copies  of  the  last  two  letters  in  which 
^  ^«T.  Classis  defends  its  ancient  right.  We  cannot,  therefore,  condnde  otherwise 
^'^  tliat  he  has  a  determined  puri>ose  either  to  destroy  the  peaceful  and  united 
^°'St*#gation  of  Kingston,  or  else  be  driven  out  himself. 

^H  to  the  request  of  the  Consistory,  it  has  been  difficult  for  us  to  reply.  Yet, 
^^m  assured  of  his  obstinacy,  and  also  of  the  unanimous  purpose  of  the  Consistory, 
^  Qf  the  whole  congregation,  to  have  no  ininister  who  did  not  stand  in  due 
**i^rtiiiiatlon  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  we  resolved  to  advise  them  to  warn  him 
^^^  again,  and  set  before  him  the  danger  of  refusing;  but  if  all  proved  vain,  to 
"^^Rthen  themselves  with  a  neighboring  Consistory,  so  as  to  put  him  under 
^^"^re.  and  in  the  end  remove  him  from  the  congregation. 

^^  one  of  the  pages  of  our  letter  to  the  Classis,  reference  is  made  to  the  oath 

^  Allegiance,  which  was  already  copied  on  an  additional  note  to  be  sent  to  you 

^  ^  P.  S. ;  but,  as  we  now  shall  probably  have  an  opportunity  to  send  direct  to 

^■^erdam,  and  therefore  need  not  be  so  precise  about  increasing  the  weight  of  onr 

^(^«ri,  we  sttach  it  here,  in  order  that  the  Classis  may  see  the  needless,  if  not 

^^ed,  notion  of  the  Coetus  brotherhood.     It  thus  reads  in  the  original  tongue : 

106 


1764 


3946  Ecclesiastical  Records 


The  Civil  Oath. 

I,  A.  B.,  do  sincerely  promise  and  swear  that  I  will  be  faithful  and  bear  tma 
allegiance  to  his  Majesty  King  George  the  Third.     So  help  me  God. 

I,  A.  B.,  do  swear  that  I  do  from  my  heart  abhor,  detest,  and  abjnre,  as  trnphma 
and  heretical,  that  damnable  doctrine  and  position,  that  princes  excommunicated  or 
deprived  by  the  Pope,  or  any  other  authority  of  the  See  of  Rome,  may  be  depoeed 
or  murdered  by  their  subjects,  or  any  other  whatsoever ;  and  I  do  declare  that  no 
foreign  prince,  person,  prelate,  State,  or  potentate,  hath,  or  ought  to  have,  any 
jurisdiction,  power,  superiority,  dominion,  or  authority,  ecclesiastical  or  spirltoal* 
within  this  realm.    So  help  me  God. 

This  is  the  oath  about  which  so  much  excitement  has  been  raised,  yet  every  one 
sees  that  it  has  no  reference  to  our  Church  state,  but  only  to  the  preservation  of  the 
King  against  the  power  of  Rome,  etc.  We  humbly  desire,  therefore,  that  the  Rev. 
Classls  would  please  Insert  these  words  in  their  answer  to  us — that  they  desire  no 
other  subordination  that  such  as  may  consist  with  the  oath  of  allegiance.  This 
will  strengthen  the  weak  and  stop  the  mouths  of  the  malicious. 

Herewith  we  conclude,  and  subscribe  ourselves.  Rev.  Fathers  and  Brethren  In 
Christ,  with  the  utmost  respect. 

Your  servants  and  brethren, 

J.  Rltsema 
L.  De  Roade. 

Church  of  New  York. 
Gterman  Church.     Catechist     Rev.  Laidlie. 

New  York,  August  20,  1764. 

1.  A  plan  of  the  ground  of  the  High  Dutch  Church  was  shown.  By  this.  It  was 
found  that  that  church  stood  for  some  feet  upon  our  ground. 

Resolved  that  these  feet  be  leased  to  them  for  fifteen  years  for  a  compensation  of 
a  shilling  a  year. 

2.  That  Mr.  Van  der  Sman  be  relieved  from  censure. 

3.  Mr.  Jakobus  Van  Antwerp  was  appointed  Catechist  In  the  English  language. 
He  is  to  receive  from  the  church  £15.  yearly,  and  from  each  catechumen  two  shll* 
lings  per  quarter ;  and  for  this,  he  is  to  provide  fire  and  light. 

4.  That  domine  Laidlie  henceforth  shall  render  the  communion  service,  with  the 
preparatory  and  the  thanksgiving  sermons.  In  the  New  Church ;  because  the  English 
members  derive  little  or  no  profit  from  the  service  In  Dutch. 

5.  That  £7 :  10  received  from  the  seats  bought  for  the  children  of  Mr.  Welp,  be 
presented  to  him.  In  recognition  of  his  trouble,  in  examining  the  accounts  of  Jan 
Montanye.  ^ 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Ritzema,  p.  t.  President. 

Church  of  Kingston. 

Request  of  the  Elders  of  Kingston  to  Rev.  Hermanns  Meyer  to 
Acknowledge  Subordination  to  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  nothwith- 
standing  the  Civil  Oath.     Aug.  23,  1764. 

No.  10. 

The  Elders  and  Deacons  for  weighty  reasons  unanimously  agreed  to  ask  our 
Minister  if  he  had  any  cause  for  objecting  to  acknowledge  on  our  behalf  subordina- 
tion to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  in  accordance  with  the  proposal  made  In  a  letter 
addressed  by  him  to  Do.  Ritzema  some  time  before.  His  answer  was — that  he  f6nnd 
himself  prevented  from  so  doing  by  the  oath  of  allegiance  which  he  had  taken. 
To  this  the  Consistory  replied:     That  they  had  no  thought  of  acknowledging  any 
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fubordtnatioii  which  should  be  inconsistent  with  this  oath,  or  trench  upon  any  free- 
dom which  a  subject  of  Great  Britain  might  enjoy  under  that  goyernment,  since  we 
were  certain  that  the  Classls  demanded  nothing  of  this  Iclnd ;  nor  did  the  Consistory 
Intend  any  other  subordination  than  that  only  which  consisted  In  the  regulation  of 
oor  Churches  here  by  the  Constitution  of  the  Church  of  the  Netherlands.     To  this 
there  could  be  no  objection  for  our  Churches  were  based  upon  this  Constitution  and 
likely  to  adhere  to  it  Is  secured  to  us  by  the  Charter  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain. 
Being  further  desirous  to  understand  accurately  from  the  Dominie  whether  there 
was  anything  in  our  proposal  disadvantageous  to  ourselyes  and  to  remedy  it  to  the 
best  of  our  ability  if  there  were,  after  much  reasoning  we  at  length  received  at  our 
request  an  answer  from  him  in  writing  which  is  given  below  verbatim. 

CnuKCH  OF  New  York. 
Letters  received.-    Renting  Seats.     More  Deacons. 

New  York,  September  27,  1764. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

1.  Three  letters  from  Amsterdam  were  delivered :  viz.,  one  from  the  Rev.  Classls ; 
one  from  Messrs.  Longueville  and  Blenshall ;  and  one  from  Mr.  Daniel  Crommelin. 
These  having  been  read,  the  consistory  laid  them  on  the  table  to  be  answered  at 
another  time. 

2.  A  plan  was  presented  by  Mr.  Recorder  for  selling  and  renting  the  twenty-four 
last  made  seats  in  the  New  Church  ;  and  the  same  was  approved. 

3.  It  was  agreed  that  the  two  seats  which  Mr.  Mathews  van  Aalstelm  has  rented 
for  many  years,  and  which  formerly  .were  inscribed  to  some  of  the  family  of  Jas. 
Rsnaudet,  shall  be  set  over  to  the  said  van  Aalstelm,  provided  he  pays  the  church's 
price  for  them,  and  holds  them  under  these  conditions :  of  giving  up  one  or  both  of 
them  In  case  the  widow  Ranaudet  or  her  son,  the  Doctor,  should  return  here  to  live ; 
to  be  used  by  her  or  him.  should  they  attend  our  congregation,  and  otherwise  not; 
and  also  repay  the  money  expended  to  the  said  van  Aalstelm. 

4.  That  the  seat  of  Christoffel  Bancker  which  has  become  vacant  shall  be  allowed 
to  the  next  of  his  family  according  to  the  old  rule. 

5.  Lastly,  it  was  agreed  that  at  the  next  election,  two  more  deacons,  than  usual, 
shall  be  chosen,  in  order  to  lighten  the  service  in  the  New  Church  of  those  who 
there  are  to  officiate  in  their  turn ;  so  that  the  number  of  deacons  hereafter  shall  be 
ten ;  and  all  to  be  of  like  authority  and  dignity. 

Signed  etc., 

A.  Laldlle,  p.  t  President 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Letters. 

1764,  Oct  1st    Art.  8.    The  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  have  received  letters — 

Prom  Colombo,  dated  January  25,  1764. 

From  the  Consistory  of  New  York,  dated  May  12,  1764.  Whereof  the  extracts  are 
to  be  found  In  the  Acta  Deputatorum. 

Tbey  read  to  the  Assembly  a  letter  to  the  Consistory  of  Batavia,  and  a  letter  to 
the  Consistory  of  Colombo.     Both  of  these  were  approved  for  forwarding. 

XIV.  16. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies,  Oct.  1,  1764. 
Extract  from  a  letter  of  the  Consistory  of  New  York,  per  Rev. 
Ritzema,  dated  May  12,  1764.     Vol.  33,  p.  70.     No.  347. 

Arrival  of  Rev.  Laidi.ie. 

A  letter  from  the  Consistory  of  New  York,  dated  May  12,  1764,  signed  by 
Johannes  Ritsema,  Syn.  h.  t.  Praeses. 

1.  They  inform  us  of  the  safe  arrival  of  Rev.  I^aidlle  at  New  York  on  March  29, 
(1764)  :  and  that  his  Rev.,   (after  that  Rev.  P?  Ronde  had  preached  on  April  1st. 
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from  2  These.  3 :  IG,  **  Now  the  Lord  of  peace  himself  give  you  peace  always  by  all 
means ;"  and  Rev.  Ritzema  had  preached  on  April  15th,  from  Obadlah,  ti.  21,  "And 
saylours  shall  come  up  on  mount  Zion,  to  Jud^e  the  mount  of  Esau ;  and  the  klnn^om 
shall  be  the  Lord's;  ")  In  the  afternoon  preached  his  Inaugural  from  2  Cor.  5 :  11,  a, 
**  knowing  therefore  the  terror  of  the  Lord,  we  persuade  men :"  to  the  great  satis- 
faction of  a  large  congregation.  He  gave  by  his  edifying  teachings  much  hope  of 
blessed  fruit 

2.  They  thank  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  for  sending  them  such  a  faithful  laborer ; 
and  express  also  their  gratitude  and  obligation  to  the  Rev.  Classls  for  doing  Its 
part,  and  that  so  speedily,  in  sending  them  this  man,  whose  ministry  along  with  that 
of  the  other  ministers,  they  pray,  may  be  blest  to  many. 

After  assuring  the  Classis  of  their  high  regard,  they  close  with  congratulations. 

CoKREspoxnEXCE  Fkom  Amkuica. 

npv.  Juainies  Rirzeina  to  Kev.  WinuMiis  Budil6,  Oct.  3,  1764. 

Vol.  33,  P.  82.     Letter  352. 

Reverend  Sir  and  Much-Esteemed  Brother : 
Sir:— 

My  letter  to  your  Rev.  on  the  r>th  of  July,  having  been  despatched  from  here  only 
last  month  on  account  of  want  of  opportunity  to  send  it,  explained  my  difficulty,  on 
account  of  my  not  having  received  the  Acts  of  Synod,  nor  any  answer  to  the  call 
of  Queens  County.  Now,  however,  through  the  goodness  of  God.  we  are  enabled 
to  rejoice  in  the  receipt  of  the  Acts  of  Synod,  with  the  accompanying  letters,  and  the 
minister  for  Queens  County  is  eagerly  expected.  On  this  account,  further  informa- 
tion  thereon  becomes  unnecessary. 

In  my  letter  I  made  a  suggestion  that  the  Classls  should  qualify  three  or  four 
candidates,  and  send  them  over  without  definite  settlements.  This  Is  a  thini;  of 
such  eminent  importance,  on  account  of  the  decision  of  Classis  and  Synod  (about 
the  Acta  of  the  Coetus),  that  if  the  Rev.  Classis  desires  to  free  our  Church  from 
Independence,  and  to  make  her  decision  available,  and  to  lead  some  of  our  Coetus- 
brethren  to  return  to  proper  subordination,  it  will  not  only  strengthen  us.  but 
compel  them  to  obedience.  If  I  had  now  three  or  four  such  qualified  indivlduala  at 
hand,  I  would  be  able  to  provide  them  with  places,  as  good  as  any  in  this  conntry, 
all  of  them  situated  on  our  beautiful  North  River,  between  New  York  and  Albany, 
in  the  heart  of  the  country.  They  are  congregations,  also,  which  are  able  to  bear 
the  expenses  of  a  call,  and  among  which  are  found  only  a  few  who  are  in  favor  of 
the  Coetus.     Perhaps  two  of  these  churches  will  even  resolve  to  send  a  call  at  once. 

The  place  of  the  aged  Erickson,  whom  the  Coetus  has  deposed,  will  now  be  filled 
again  by  a  young  man.  Those  ministers  will  in  this  very  month,  again  ordain, 
according  to  their  right  of  Independency,  and  that,  as  I  am  told,  against  the  senti- 
ment of  the  greatest  part  of  the  Congregation,  who,  nevertheless,  will  have  to  foot 
the  bills.  If  we  now  had  had  such  a  man,  it  would  never  have  come  to  that.  And 
we  further  hear  that  they  have  several  more  in  readiness,  whom  they  will  press  in, 
here  and  there,  as 'soon  as  the  way  is  opened  to  the  least  extent.  From  this,  I 
think,  will  appear  the  necessity  of  my  suggest Iod,  even  if  the  Rev.  Classes  should  be 
obliged  for  a  while  to  loan  some  small  amounts  for  the  furtherance  of  such  objects. 
For  one,  I  will  be  good  for  the  repayment,  if  the  individuals  are  provided  with  the 
necessary  qualiflcationa.     I  will  also  receive  and  care  for  them. 

I  desire  one  other  thing  in  respect  to  this  matter,  viz.,  that  the  names  of  those 
ministers  who  do  not  stand  with  us  in  subordination  (to  the  Classis)  be  omitted 
from  the  Ministerial  Register.  According  to  my  view  of  the  cav,  the  Rev.  Claasla 
has  nothing  else  to  do  than  to  declare,  in  her  letters,  that  she  recognizes  none  as 
Brethren,  who  withdraw  their  subordination.  This  business  of  subordination,  that 
is  allegiance  to  the  Church  of  Holland  or  non -allegiance,  has  in  this  English  coontry 
now  such  an  importance,  that  the  church  of  Kingstown,  if  she  has  not  already  done  so, 
is  on  the  point  of  deposing  her  minister,  (Hermanus  Meyer.)  He  was  sent  by  the 
Faculty  of  OroDingen  (University)  and  came  over  with  (.Tacob  R.)  Hardenbergh 
whose  sister  he  haa  now  married.     They  depone  biiu  Ix^cause  th«y  will  not  recognise 
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r  one  as  their  minister,  except  one  who  is  subordinate  to  the  Classls.  Therefore 
I  expect  nothing  else  but  to  hear  shortly  that  his  Rey.  will  haye  to  seek  another 
plmce  where  they  desire  such  ministers. 

TFlxat  I  did  sot  feel  much  like  writing  in  behalf  of  domine  Erickson  is  plain  enough 

-fT-om  my  last  letter  to  your  Reys.     But  I  knew  nothing  by  myself,  with  any  cer- 

'ta.loty.  to  his  detriment;  but  my  colleague,  De  Ronde,  who  has  recently  come  from 

there,  tells  me   to-day  that  Erlckson's  conduct  has  been   yery  offensiye.     He  has 

^>«coi2ie  so  fond  of  strong  drink,  that  it  is  all  the  same  to  him  what  company  he 

>iULy   be  in.  If  only  he  can  regale  himself  with  an  abundance  of  it.     On  this  aceount, 

I   wrould  rather   that   my  name  should   not  be   mentioned   with   reference   to  him, 

heeause  I  neither  can  nor  ought  to  speak  in  their  behalf,  who  liye  unworthy  the 

Oo  some  future  occasion,  I  hope  I  may  be  honored  again  with  a  letter  from  your 
^iv.  I  handed  yours,  this  morning,  to  my  colleague,  De  Ronde.  I  might  tell  you 
tomething  more  about  our  present  condition,  but  I  prefer  to  use  the  utmost  prudence, 
Qotil  I  can  communicate  to  you  with  greater  certainty.  Eyery thing  is  yet  incipient, 
bat    time  will  soon  reyeal  It 

I    ^rish  your  Reys.  all  needed  grace,  and  the  blessing  of  the  God  of  all  grace,  for 

^^    important  duties  of  the  ministry,  and  for  a  rich  haryest,  that  many  may  be 

JostlflecS.     Would  that  such  a  blessing  might  be  seen  once  again  among  us,  who  are 

^^S  consumed  by  quarrels  and  with  desires  for  the  mastery ;  and  that  King  Jesus 

would   raise  the  banner  of  peace  among  us  also !     I  fear,  howeyer,  a  sad  winter ;  for 

already   polemical   letters   are  beginning   to   pass   between   the   Presbyterians   and 

Eplscox>alians ;  and  we  haye  Just  now  receiyed  such,  from  one  who  will  probably 

loin  tile  former.     And  howeyer  careful  we  may  be,  we  will  be,  more  or  leas,  drawn 

Into  tlie  discussion.     They  are  eyen  now  endeayoring  to  draw  me  into  it,  although 

I  limTe  always  maintained  a  neutral  attitude  in  this  strife,  and  this  attitude  I  hope 

"^^  to  maintain.     I  remember  that  golden  maxim,  "  If  it  Im  possible,  llye  peaceably 

^^^  all  men."    Indeed  I  find  that  best  in  reference  to  others,  haying  enough  to  do 

^*th  mine  own. 

^^^^iir  Sir,  and  Highly  Esteemed  Brother,  I  sign  myself,  with  the  greatest  respect. 

Your  Rey.*  willing  seryant  and  brother, 

v^ Joannes  Ritsema. 

^•^  Tork,  Oct.  8.  1764. 

-A*«f  resteer; 

1*0  the  Right  Beyerend,  and  yery  learned  Mr.  Winoldus  Budde,  worthy  and  falth« 
fvl  minister  of  the  Holy  Gospel  in  the  flourishing  Congregation  of  Jesus  Christ,  at 
^■■^■terdam. 

CORRESPOXDEXCE  FrOM  AmERICA. 

'*^^^^-  John  C.  Fryenmoet  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  October  3, 

1764.     Vol.  33,  page  81.     No.  350. 

^^e>ry  Reverend  Fathers  and  Brethren  in  Christ  constituting  the  Classis  of 

Amsterdam : — 

p  ''^      the  name,  and  by  the  order  of  the  Rey.  Consistories  of  the  Four  Combined 

®*»^^^egatlons  of  Poughkeepsle,   Fishkill,   New   Hackensack   and   Hopewell,   I   haye 

.*   ^«nor.  to  conyey  to  your  Revs,  the  enclosed  letter,  with  their  humble  request 

7*^     ^OQ  will  please  supply  them,  as  soon  as  possible,  with  an  orthodox,  learned  and 

"^^^^     minister.     He  must  be  one  who  will  faithfully  and  constantly  maintain  the 

^^^^      order  of  the  church  according  to  dlyine  and  human  law ;  he  must  regard  your 

fT^-     as  a  High   Assembly,   and.   therefore,   with   us  subordinate   himself  to   you, 

^^^^^*tng  with  us,  steadily  and  faithfully,  to  your  Reys.  in  brotherly  love.     By  such 

^  °^^]i,  with  the  assistance  and  blessing  of  God,  the  delaying  condition  of  these 

^^^'♦gatlons  which  call  him.  may  be  arrested,  and  the  truth  of  our  sound  Confes- 

•"*^     ^>f  Faith,  and  our  pure  discipline,  according  to  our  laudable  Church  Rules  may 

^  ^^otected  and  defended  against  so  many  errors  which  interfere  with  doctrine  and 

^^*^^V»llne.     Such  errors  also  flood   the  Church  not  only  with   all   kinds  of  erring 

•^^^^^  from  the  outside,  but  also  with  such  men  as  the  promoters  of  the  present 
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CoetUB  from  the  iDside.     Undoubtedly  you  have  already  seen  examples  of  this, 
the  complaints  preferred  to  our  subordinate  Meeting  (the  Conferentie)  at  New  Yc 
on  the  20th  of  June,  against  Domine  Samuel  VerhrylE.  Minister  at  Tappan.     Biay  t 
kingdom  of  the  great  and  powerful  Prince  Jesus  be  gloriously  extended  In  this  la: 
and  established. 

I  consider  It  desirable  in  this  letter  to  lay  before  your  Revs,  a  faithful  report 
the  present  condition  of  these  congregations.  Thus  you  may  not  only  percel 
therefrom  the  necessity  and  importance  of  this  call,  but  also  be  the  better  prepar 
to  send  an  able  man  to  these  churches.  I  desire  further  to  make  you  understft 
the  groundlessness  of  the  false  and  lying  accusations  against  my  proceedings 
these  congregations,  which  some  of  the  Coetus  brethren  have  threatened  to  prel 
before  you. 

Poughkeepsle  and  Flshkill  are  two  large  congregations,  from  which  the  other  if 
Hackensack  and  Uopewell,  have  sprung.  It  was  with  the  consent  and  approTal 
the  Consistories  of  Flshkill  and  Poughkeepsle  that  they  were  organized  as  sepan 
congregations.  The  growth  of  the  two  large  congregations  was,  however,  mu 
retarded,  by  the  grevious  misunderstandings  and  dissensions  which  arose  betwe 
their  pastor,  Domine  B.  Minema,  (Meynema),  and  the  Consistory  and  congregatlo 
of  Poughkeepsle  and  later,  also,  of  Flshkill.  These  rose  so  high,  that  finally  for  t 
sum  of  £300  of  our  money,  ($750.)  Domine  Meynema  was  compelled  to  cease  t 
services  among  them. 

This  made  an  opening  for  the  call  of  a  poorly  educated  Coetus  youth,  nam 
Jacobus  van  Nest.  But  the  breach  among  them  was  not  thereby  healed.  It  beeai 
only  greater;  for,  during  his  ministry,  which  was  cut  short  by  an  early  death,  t 
Consistories  of  both  congregations  wholly  surrendered  themselves  to  the  prese 
Coetus ;  that  is,  they  withdrew  from  the  Jurisdiction  of  your  Revs.  They  brags 
and  boasted,  that  now  they  were  delivered  from  the  Papal  yoke  of  subordination 
the  Classis ;  for  such,  and  much  worse,  Is  their  constant  and  foul  language.  Th< 
say  that  they  have  as  good  a  right  to  examine  and  ordain  as  the  Classis  has;  ai 
that,  therefore,  It  was  (not)  to  be  endured  that  any  other  persons  should  ev 
again  come  among  them  for  church  service  except  those  who  are  fully  subordinate 
the  present  Coetus;  that  no  others  shall  be  allowed  to  preach  In  their  chnrch 
except  Coetus  preachers.  For  this  reason,  and  for  lack  of  (new)  members,  the 
number  in  each  congregation  Is  very  small.  There  is  only  the  Consistory  with 
very  few  adherents,  and  the  same  men  are  re-elected  yearly  Into  the  Conslscoi 
Also  I  have  been  forbidden  the  church  at  Poughkeepsle  because  I  am  not  a  mlnlst 
who  belongs  to  the  Coetus. 

Now  all  this  embitters  the  congregations  against  their  Consistories  not  only,  h 
also  against  the  Coetus.  They  are  also  grieved  and  distressed  &s  to  how  to  exti 
cate  themselves  from  such  a  miserable  condition.  For  they  are  destitute  of  ti 
ministry  of  the  Word  as  well  as  of  the  seals  of  the  covenant,  except  by  ministers  ' 
the  Coetus;  but  with  these,  the  congregations  will  have  nothing  to  do.  Therefo 
they  finally  addressed  themselves  to  me  and  asked  me  to  conduct  the  services  occ 
slonally  among  them.  This  Invitation  I  accepted ;  first.  In  the  congregations  of  Nc 
Hackensack  and  Hopewell  which  were  more  peaceable,  for  their  Consistories  did  n 
belong  to  the  Coetus ;  and  subsequently  at  Flshkill,  but  only  with  the  consent  of  tl 
Consistory.  I  have  now  served  these  congregations  for  three  or  four  years,  althoni 
I  live  between  70  and  80  miles  from  them.  During  this  time  I  have  taken  tronb 
to  be  very  careful  to  reconcile  the  dissenting  parties,  and  to  have  them  call  i 
orthodox  pastor,  subordinate  to  your  Revs.  But  all  my  efforts  were  In  ral 
because  the  Consistory  of  Flshkill  obstinately  stood  to  their  resolution  not  to  ha^ 
anything  further  to  do  with  the  Classis  or  Synod,  but  only  with  the  Coetus.  Th< 
were,  therefore,  determined  to  call,  contrary  to  the  will  and  wish  of  the  congreg 
tion,  a  young  man  who  was  to  be  examined  and  promoted  (by  the  Coetus)  again 
the  express  prohibition  of  the  Classis  and  Synod. 

At  length  the  congregations  of  New  Hackensack,  Hopewell,  Kloof,  (Clove),  wll 
the  dependant  one  of  Flshkill  Ferry,  resolved  to  send  a  call  to  Domine  Blaaw,  Mil 
later  at  the  Gansegat  (Fairfield,  N.  J.)  This  was  done  in  the  presence  of  myse 
as  adviser.  He,  however,  raised  difficulties  about  accepting  the  call,  because  not  tl 
Consistory  of  Flshkill,  but  only  a  committee  of  the  congregation  had  signed  1 
These  obedient  members  of  the  congregation  now  urgently  requested  me  to  help  the 
to  a  Consistory  that  their  call  might  be  made  complete ;  for  their  Coetus  conslstoi 
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wooJd  not  do  this.  At  first,  I  found  many  difficulties  In  the  way ;  but  after  con- 
iQJtiii^  with  my  Consistory,  and  after  examining  and  considering,  with  six  of  my 
Eiders,  the  condition  of  the  FlshklU  congregation,  we  found  ourselves  compelled  by 
our  consciences,  to  provide  them  with  a  Consistory.  We  did  not  do  this,  however, 
wltbont  taking  the  advice  of  the  Rev.  Ministers  at  New  York  and  on  Long  Island. 
Tbcie  gentlemen  unanimously  thought  that  the  congregation  ought  to  be  provided 
with  a  Consistory. 

Before  carrying  out  this  advice  I  tried  once  more  to  bring  the  Consistory  of  Flsh- 
kOl  to  a  better  mind,  urging  them  to  submit  themselves  to  your  Revs.  I  read  to 
them,  for  that  purpose,  your  letter  of  the  8rd  of  October,  1768,  with  the  resolutions 
of  the  Synod  which  were  in  it.  But  again  it  was  all  in  vain.  For  after  much 
aeoiBng  and  abuse,  with  reproaches  upon  the  Classis  and  Synod,  I  finally  received 
from  the  oldest  Elder,  Jan  Brlnckerhoff,  in  the  name  of  the  whole  Consistory,  in 
which  the  Poughkeepsie  body  was  included,  the  following  answer:  They  believed 
thit,  (Nota  Bene,  oh !  abomination !)  he  commits  a  sin  against  the  Holy  Ghost  who 
dcierts  the  Coetus  and  submits  to  your  Revs.  They  consider  the  Coetus  fully 
uthorlsed  and  empowered  to  do  all  that  they  had  done  or  undertaken ;  to  examine 
ind  to  ordain  independently  of  Classis  and  Synod. 

Seeing  that  they  were  incorrigible,  I  proceeded  with  the  obedient  members  of  the 
congregation  to  elect  a  Consistory,  and  I  ordained  them.  All  the  proceedings  in 
Kt&rd  to  this  matter,  I  laid  upon  the  table  of  our  subordinate  Meeting  (Confereatle) 
Ittt  Jane.  It  was  not  only  unanimously  approved,  but  I  was  also  heartily  thanked 
for  it  Poughkeepsie  was  also  in  similar  circumstances,  as  an  Elder  and  a  Deacon, 
who  have  not  surrendered  to  the  Coetus,  clearly  proved  in  our  Meeting.  Thej 
f^oeited,  to  be  provided  with  a  legal  and  loyal  Consistory  in  the  same  way  as 
^^UU,  and  the  Meeting  authorized  me  and  Domlne  Koch,  (Cock),  minister  at  the 
(^p,  to  perform  this  duty.  How  well  or  badly  we  have  executed  our  commission, 
your  BevB.  may  see  from  the  enclosed  copy  of  our  minutes,  which  we  send  to  you  for 
your  consideration. 

lletnwhlle  Domlne  Blaaw,  with  thanks,  declined  the  call  to  Flshklll  and  the  other 

^OhSregatlons.    This  compelled  the  Consistories  to  proceed  to  make  out  another  call, 

*^  to  give  the  honor  of  it  to  your  Revs,  according  to  their  written  obligations.     A 

*uiple  of  these  is  enclosed :     They  do  this,  hoping  and  wishing  and  praying  that, 

*<i^etbly  to  your  sanctified  discretion,  and  your  good-will  to  promote  the  welfare 

^  OUT  Dntch  Zlon.  and  as  an  instrument  in  the  hands  of  the  Great  Shepherd,  Jesus, 

^  will  send  over  such  a  pastor  for  this  congregation.     Let  him  be  a  man  after 

^'i  own  heart ;  may  he  guide  and  feed  the  flock  with  knowledge  and  discretion ; 

^y  he  be  like  Apollos,  mighty  in  the  Scriptures  and  able  to  stop  the  mouths  of  the 

^'^crsaries:  but  let  him  be  also  of  a  lovable  and  friendly  disposition  in  his  inter- 

^''^''We  with  the  people,  inasmuch  as  lack  of  these  qualities  was  the  leading  cause 

^  ^e  rupture  between  Domlne  Meynema  and  his  congregation.     Above  all,  let  him 

'^iti  our  holy  Confession  of  Faith  with  an  exemplary  life  and  pious  walk. 

^ete  congregations  would  now  be  able  to  call  two  pastors,  if  there  were  not  so 
IJI^y  who  defer  signing  for  a  lawful  teacher  until  your  Revs,  shall  have  declared 
r^  (Henricus)  Schoonmaker,  ordained  in  so  remarkable  a  manner,  to  be  unauthor- 
't^  In  our  church.  This  I  humbly  request  to  be  done  soon,  even  as  you  formerly 
^  In  my  behalf  In  regard  to  my  ordination  by  Domlne  Dorsius.  Thus  he  may  be 
'^'^^^nted  from  preaching  and  administering  the  sacraments ;  and  entire  quiet  axid 
]J|]^^«  may  be  restored  to  these  congregations  by  the  coming  of  an  authorized  pastor. 
~^^«  are  also  others,  who  delay  signing,  until  a  preacher  comes  over  on  this  call. 
Tr^y"  f«ar  that  perhaps  another  Meynema  might  come,  to  whom  they  would  be 
^'^^^fl.  Therefore  I  sincerely  pray  that  Jehovah,  who  wisely  directs  everything, 
"'^^  endow  your  Revs,  with  a  double  amount  of  wisdom  and  discretion  In  selecting 
H  ^^^cher  for  these  congregations.  And  may  He  crown,  wifb  all  desired  blessings 
°**^.  snd  with  the  reward  of  faithful  servants  hereafter,  the  labors  and  unwearlea 
**^^  which  from  time  to  time  your  Revs,  have  employed,  for  the  welfare  and  the 
"*^^^flt  of  our  Dutch  churches,  and  which  you  are  still  employing. 
^Ith  most  devout  respect  I  sign. 

Reverend  Fathers  and  Brethren  in  Christ, 
Tour  obedient  servant  and  brother, 

J.  C.  Fryenmoet,  V.  D.  M. ;  In  the 
Manor  of  Livingston,  Claverack  and 
^l^hkeepsie,  October  3,  1764.  Kinderhook.     Aetatls  43. 


8952  Ecclesiastical  Records 

1764 

liEV.  Samuel  Seabury  to  the  Society  for  Propagating  the 

GOSPEI.. 

Jamaica,  October  6th,  1764. 
Reyereod  Sir:— 

Since  my  last  letter  to  the  Honored  Society  we  have  had  a  long  Yislt  from  Mi 
Whitfield  In  this  Colony  where  he  has  preached  frequently,  especially  In  the  Clt 
of  New  York  and  in  this  Island,  0c  I  am  sorry  to  say  he  has  had  more  inflaenc 
than  formerly  &.  I  fear  has  done  a  great  deal  of  mischief  his  Tenets  &  Method  c 
Preaching  have  been  adopted  by  many  of  the  Dissenting  teachers.  &  this  Tow 
in  particular  has  a  continual  I  had  almost  said  a  daily  succession  of  Strollin 
Preachers  &  Exhorters:  &,  the  poor  Church  of  England  is  on  every  occasion  mit 
represented  as  Popish  &  as  teaching  her  members  to  expect  salvation  on  aceous 
of  their  own  Worlss  &  deservings— I  have  in  the  most  moderate  manner  endeai 
oured  to  set  these  things  in  their  true  light  &  I  think  not  without  success,  none  c 
my  own  people  have  been  led  away  by  them,  though  I  have  not  been  withoi 
apprehensions  on  their  account,  and  I  hope  that  friendly  Disposition  A,  mntnt 
intercourse  of  good  Offices  which  have  always  subsisted  between  the  church  peopl 
&  dissenters  since  I  have  been  settled  here  &  which  I  have  constantly  endeavoure 
to  promote  will  meet  with  but  little  interruption. 

I  am  etc.,  etc. 

Samuel  Seabury. 

—Doc.  Hist.  N.  y.  Vol.  ill.  p.  199. 


The  Consistory  of  Kingston  to  Revs.  Fryenmoet  a.nd  Cock 
and  Their  Consistories,  October  9,  1764. 

No.  1.  Kingston,  October  9,  1764. 

To  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Fryenmoet,  V.  D.   M.  in  Manor  Livingston  and  Rev.  G.  I 
Cock,  V.  D.  M.  in  Camp  and  Rhinebeck  with  their  respective  Consistories: — 

We  the  imdersigned  the  Consistory  of  the  Netherlands  Reformed  Church  i 
Kingston  in  Ulster  County  in  the  Province  of  New  York,  being  desirous  to  t 
subordinate  in  a  becoming  manner  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  In  accordance  wit 
the  Constitution  of  the  Netherlands  Reformed  Church,  and  to  adhere  to  the  wholf 
some  government  and  Constitution  of  the  Church:— having  been  brought  into  difl 
culty  with  our  Minister,  Hermanus  Meyer,  who  to  our  sincere  regret  has  bee 
guilty  of  such  conduct  as  we  regard  shameful  In  the  eyes  of  men  and  injurloas  t 
the  Church  of  God,  namely,  in  exciting  divisions  in  his  Church,  in  despising  eccleeJ 
astical  counsel,  and  in  opposing  the  request  of  the  Consistory  to  aclmowledge  wit 
them  proper  subordination  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam;  which  things  we  consldi 
to  be  inconsistent  with  the  Call  In  answer  to  which  Do.  Meyer  came  over  to  ni 
and  also  with  his  own  declaration  in  the  letter  accepting  the  same,  and  in  dire< 
opposition  to  the  unanimous  resolution  of  the  Rev.  Synod  of  North  Holland:— Ft 
thfse  reasons  we  request  the  Ministers  and  Elders  above  named  to  grant  us  a  lawfi 
hearing,  in  a  manner  becoming  our  religion  and  the  Laws  of  the  Church  establishc 
at  Dort;  and  we  ask  that,  if  the  charges  be  found  of  sufficient  weight,  ecclesiastlci 
discipline  may  be  administered.  This  is  our  prayer. 
(Signed) 

LucQS  Blmendorph  f   Johannes  Wynkoop 


D«acoa..  J     «'«?•"«'  »f  "t^      ,  Elder.      '    J'"""""  Turi^ 

Benjamin  ten  Broek 


..I 


Goenraad  Job.  Elmendorph 


Comelis  Persen 
Jan  van  Dueeen 
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Rjcv.  G.  D.  Cock  to  Re\\  Hermanus  Meyer,  Oct.  9,  1704. 

No.  2- 

Ber.    is&lr  and  beloved  Brother  in  Christ:— 

W^  have  heard  with  sincere  regret  of  the  differences  existing  between  yonrst'ir 
tnd  y^ur  Consistory,  and  Do.  Fryenmoet  and  myself  have  been  requested  by  yonr 
Gonsl.story  to  lend  our  assistance  in  devising  a  way  in  which  these  diflScnltleK  may 
be  oonaposed.  In  the  prosecution  of  this  design  there  have  been  laid  before  us  by 
your  CJonsistory  the  following  charges  against  yourself :— Of  exciting  division  in  the 
Cbor^c^li— of  despising  ecclesiastical  counsel— of  refusing  to  acknowledge  subordina- 
tloii  -^o  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  and  in  connexion  with  this  of  opposing  the 
reqnc-^  t  of  the  Consistory  to  act  upon  this  subject.  We  now  in  all  kindness  request 
yon  "To  appear  before  us  in  the  Consistory  Room,  this  afternoon  at  two  o'clock  in 
ordexr  to  reply  to  these  charges  and  defend  yourself  against  them— that  by  these 
metKK^  we  may  put  an  end  to  these  diflScnlties  and  restore  the  peace  so  precious 
to  tt&^  Church  of  Christ.  This  is  the  object  for  which  we  have  come  together  and 
we  tmope  that  the  Lord  will  bless  our  endeavors. 

A^vaiting  your  appearance  before  the  Convention  or  an  answer  to  this  note  we 
tMUK-^  you  of  our  affcctiou  and  respect. 

In     ^be  name,  and  by  order  of  the  Convention, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  D.  Co<*k. 
Con»i.«tory  Room, 

^KCingston.  Oct.  9th,  1704. 
P-     S.    Since  writing  the  above  we  have  received  your  note,  to  which  the  above 

mtT     serve  as  reply. 

Ri>v.  Hermaxi's  Meyer  toEev.  G.  D.  Cock,  Etc.  Oct.  0,  1764. 

No.   3. 
»«▼-   Slrt:- 

I  Wat  reqnexted  lart  night  by  two  of  my  Elders,  Johannes  Turk  and  Cornells 
P^iven  to  meet  with  the  Convention  at  the  Consistory  Roomp-and  again  this  morn- 
^*  1  hive  received  a  farther  communication  and  request.  I  wish  therefore  to  be 
bifonned  by  you  in  writing  what  you  desire  of  me— and  in  what  light  I  am  to  look 
■P<>«  jour  Convention. 
1>^  expectation  of  your  written  reply  upon  these  points, 

I  am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Meyer. 
'"^"Won.  Oct  0th.  1764. 

^v.  IIbkmam  s  Meyeb  to  Revs.  G.  1).  Cock  and  J.  C.  Fkeyen- 

MOET,  October  9,  1704. 

No.  4.  ' 

^^-  Sir,:- 

*  '''oru  from  your  letter  that  you  have  come  hither  at  the  request  of  our  Consls- 
^'y  and  not  only  that  but  that  our  Consistory  has  also  delivered  to  yon  charges 
*f*****t  me.  On  account  of  these  you  request  me  to  appear  before  you  at  two 
•^lock  this  afternoon  in  order  to  reply  to  them  and  offer  my  defence. 

^Qder  tbese  circumstances  I  have  concluded  to  inform  you  in  writ  in;?  that  Fince 
^***  charges  (which  hitherto  have  been  concealed  from  me)  have  b<»en  made  by 
***'  CoQaittory  and  by  them  formally  presented,  I  am  not  disinclined  but  on  the 
f**^ry  am  entirely  willing  to  be  Informed  of  them  and  openly  to  reply  to  them; 
oVt  I  Qiiigf  ||(  fh^  same  time  declare  that  I  am  no  less  desirous  that  the  Convention 
^^  which  1  am  to  appear  and  defend  myself  be  lawfully  constituted  In  acconl- 
with  the  rules  of  our  Church  and  the  laws  of  our  land;  since  as  an  ecclesl- 
kl  peiBon  I  have  pledged  myself  by  signing  the  constitution  of  our  Church  (as 
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I  did  at  my  ordination)  to  adhere  to  it,  and  as  a  subject  of  his  Majesty  of  Great 
Britain  I  am  bound  to  conform  to  his  laws  and  also  permitted  to  enjoy  their 
protection. 

For  these  reasons  I  cannot  regard  your  Convention  as  regular  since  It  Is  in 
accordance  neither  with  the  laws  of  the  Church  nor  the  laws  of  the  land— inasmuch 
as  the  minister  and  Consistory  of  the  neighboring  Church  (that  of  the  Palts)  ara 
not  present,  which  is  in  contrayention  of  the  79th  Art.  of  our  Church  laws;— and 
since  Do.  Cock  so  far  as  I  am  informed  Is  still  an  alien  or  foreigner  and  therefore 
by  the  laws  of  our  land  cannot  sit  as  judge  in  any  matter. 

On  these  grounds  I  protest  against  your  acts  and  proceedings  and  recognise  you 
at  no  lawful  judges  of  my  conduct,  and  consider  myself  in  no  way  bound  to  appear 
before  you. 

In  addition  I  say— that  if  our  Consistory  shall  choose  to  call  a  lawful  CouTen- 
tlon— one  that  shall  conform  to  the  laws  of  our  Church  and  of  our  land  and  sliall 
cite  me  to  appear  before  it,  I  shall  be  ready  to  appear  to  listen  to  the  accusations 
and  to  reply  to  them.— And  I  In  kindness  request  you  to  make  known  tills  my  desire 
to  the  Consistory.  And  further,  to  Inform  them  that  howeyer  soon  they  may  call 
such  a  regular  Conyentlon  (and,  surely,  not  a  word  can  be  said  against  the  measure) 
I  shall  give  my  utmost  endeavor  to  be  ready  to  appear  before  it. 

Awaiting  your  written  reply,  as  to  what  action  yourselves  and  our  Consistory 
shall  take  in  these  premises,  I  continue  to  implore  for  you  that  light  and  wisdom 
coupled  with  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  which  are  necessary  to  guide  you. 

Rev.  Sirs, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Herm.  Meyer. 
Kingston,  Oct.  0,  1764. 

Revs.  J.  C.  Freyenmoet  and  G.  D.  Cock  to  Rev.  Hehmanus 

Meyer,  (Oct.  9,  1764.) 

No.  5. 

Rev.  Sir  and  Resi>ected  Brother:— 

We  have  been  astonished  to  learn  from  your  letter  that  you  regrard  our  Conven- 
tion  as  unlawful  because  the  neighboring  Consistory  of  Palts  has  not  been  requested 
to  form  a  part,  and  that  on  this  account  you  do  not  consider  yomrself  l>ound  to 
appear  before  us,  but  that  you  are  willing  to  appear  before  any  other  lawful  Con- 
vention which  the  Consistory  may  call.  After  communicating  this  your  proposi- 
tion to  your  Consistory  we  together  with  them  have  passed  the  following  Resolu- 
tion, Namely— That  the  first  reason  for  which  you  pronounce  our  Convention  unlaw- 
ful is  entirely  without  foundation  since  it  is  well  enough  known  that  Camp  and 
Rheinbeck  and  even  according  to  onr  most  careful  computation  the  Manor  of  Living- 
ston are  much  nearer  than  Palts  and  Schaowengkon — ^besides  if  it  were  true  that 
the  Palts  Church  is  the  nearest  we  would  not  act  In  connexion  with  it  because  It 
acknowledges  the  Coetus  which  itself  is  the  occasion  of  all  this  difficulty. 

And  what  constitutes  your  second  reason  having  reference  to  Do.  Cock — namely, 
that  he  is  an  alien  or  foreigner  we  consider  of  the  same  nature,  as  your  taking  the 
oath  of  allegiance  which  in  your  opinion  is  inconsistent  with  subordination  to  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam.  For  if  Do.  Cock  may  not  judge  in  Ecclesiastical  matters, 
the  right  to  do  which  is  essential  to  his  office,  then  his  action  in  all  other  particu- 
lars which  concern  his  office  must  be  equally  illegal.  For  these  reasons  your  Con- 
sistory adheres  to  its  opinion  and  resolution  and  regards  our  (}onveption  as  In 
accordance  with  the  Constitution  of  our  Church  and  the  laws  of  our  land,  and  urges 
upon  us  its  request  that  we  would  proceed  in  this  matter  according  to  ecclesiastical 
usage.  This  request  and  resolution  of  your  (Consistory  we  communicate  to  you  and 
In  their  name  we  affectionately  request  you  once  more  and  for  the  last  time  to  appear 
before  us  that  this  unpleasant  business  may  be  brought  to  an  end.  In  expectation 
either  of  your  appearance  before  us  within  an  hour,  or  of  a  reply,  and  imploring 
for  you  the  counsel  of  the  Lord  and  his  blessing. 

We  subscribe  ourselves  in  the  name,  and  by  order  of  the  Convention, 

Your  obedient  servants, 

J.  C.  Fryenmoet 
G.  D.  Cock. 
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fijBv.  Hbrmanus  Meyek  to  Revs.  J.  C.  Freyenmoet  and  G.  D. 

Cock,  Oct.  9,  1764. 

No.    «. 
fi©^.    Sln:- 

^ti«t  the  Gbarch  of  Paltz  la  the  Cbnrcb  nearest  to  ours  appears  from  the  nature 

cf   ^be  case*  for  It  borders  upon  our  Congregation  of  Kingston,  and  this  neither 

tlie    Olmrch  of  Camp  and  Rbelnbeck,  nor  that  of  Lirlngston  Manor  does.     Ton  say 

tba^    'tliis  Church  acknowledges  the  Coetus;  but  this  does  not  touch  the  case  for 

the    Oonstltutlon  of  our  Church  does  not  enquire  whether  it  is  a  Church  belonging 

to  t^e  Coetus,  or  a  Church  belonging  to  the  Conferentle,  but  whether  it  is  a  Church 

of    t,Jh^  Lord,  which  with  the  body  of  the  Netherlands  Churches  adheres  to  the 

C^ax&mon  Constitution.     If  the  principle  of  your  objection  is  Just,  and  this  be  not 

the   meaning  of  our  laws,  what  hinders  me  from  saying  in  return  that  your  Churches 

belong^  to  the  Conferentle  and  that  therefore  I  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  them. 

'^tiat  an  alien  may  not  Justly  sit  as  Judge  the  law  will  sufficiently  establish. 

^     a.dhere  therefore  to  my  protest  and  the  remarks  which  accompanied  it.  and  I 

fux^lier  declare  that  it  has  much  astonished  me  that  you  who  profess  to  seek  peace 

l^A^^e  been  unwilling  to  join  with  me  in  appointing  another  Cbnyentlon  before  wnicb 

^^    ootild  lay  our  affairs  with  mutual  satisfaction.     I  have  proposed  and  requested 

suoli   a  course  of  my  Consistory  on  many  previous  occasions  and  again  lately  have 

^^T^e'^ed  the  request  by  Do.  Cock.     This  course  only  shall  satisfy  me.  and  It  as  I 

t^'^^t    will  tend  to  the  restoration  of  mutual  peace.     I  therefore  again  bring  It  to 

^^^r*  notice,  before  the  difficulty  increases,  as  It  Is  natural  to  suppose  It  will,  and 

^   '^^nest  that  you  as  messengers  of  peace  will  strive  to  incite  my  Consistory,  by 

^'^iQf?  it  upon  them  as  their  duty  demanded  by  the  Word  of  God,  to  show  them- 

■^'"^©B  willing  to  promote  the  peace  of  the  Church  In  the  way  suggested.     This 

'^^^^r*  will  be  an  additional  evidence  of  my  desire  for  peace. 

"^be-  Lord  be  Judge  between  me  and  my  Consistory,  and  between  me  and  your- 
selves.     I  subscribe  myself,  Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Meyer. 
*^*«»8^»ton.  Oct  9.  1764. 

-^  ^Bi  Convention  at  Kingston  for  the  So-Catxed  Trial  op 

Eev.  Hermanus  Meyer,  Oct.  9,  10,  17G4. 

Q^  ^**  the  9th  of  Oct.  Do.  J.  C.  Fryenmoet,  Minister  of  Manor  Livingston,  and  Do. 
g  "  *-^-  Cock,  Minister  of  Camp  etc.,  with  their  respective  Elders,  Capt.  Jobs.  Best 
,^5*  ^Japt.  Jacob  Dekker,  Elders  of  Manor  Livingston,  and  Philip  Klum  and  Cor- 
^!]^*^^  MQUer,  Elders  of  Camp  etc.,  at  the  request  of  the  Consistory  of  Kingston 
Q^^^  together  at  10  o'clock  A.  M.  in  the  Consistory  Room,  to  act  ecclesiastically 
1^^^^  the  important  difficulty  between  them  and  their  Minister,  and  to  seek  to 
^^    '•^Ht  the  same.     Their  Convention  was  opened  with  an  earnest  prayer  by  Do.  J. 

^J^Jtyenmoet. 
,^     ^^ hereupon  the  request  of  the  Consistory  was  read  to  us,  together  with  their 

Elders  Deacons. 

Johannes  Wynkoop  Lueus  Elmendorph 

Johannes  Turk  Ezechlel  Marten 

Cornells  Persen  Benjamin  ten  Brook 

Jan  van  Driesen  Conraad  Jacob  Elmondorpb 

^'herein  they  accuse  their  Minister,  Hermanus  Meyer,  of  several  sins— nunicly: 

I-  Of  exciting  Schism  In  the  Church; 

11.  Of  despising  ecclesiastical  advice; 

HI.  Of  refusing  to  acknowledge  subordination  to  the  Rev.  ThiAHis  of  Amnterdum 
^ad  In  connexion  therewith  of  rejecting  the  request  of  the  ConHistory  for  friendly 
inference  upon  the  subject. 
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Whereupon  the  ConyeDtion  resolved  unanimously  to  acquaint  Do.  Meyer  of  them 
charges  and  affectionately  to  request  him  to  appear  before  U8  at  2  o'clock  this 
afternoon  to  defend  himself  against  them,  that  by  these  means  a  way  might  b« 
found  of  composing  the  difficulty  between  him  and  his  Consistory  and  restoring 
precious  peace  to  those  under  their  charge. 

This  resolution  being  passed,  before  our  letter  was  Hent  to  him,  we  received  from 
him  a  letter  addressed  to  us— to  which  our  letter  already  written  served  as  a  reply, 
the  same  having  been  read  before  the  Consistory  and  fully  approved— To  this  letter 
Do.  Meyer  returned  an  answer  in  which  he  declared  that  our  Convention  was 
illegal  and  contrary  to  the  usage  of  the  Church,  since  the  Consistory  of  the 
neighboring  Church  at  the  Palts  had  not  been  luvited  to  send  a  delegation,  and  on 
this  account  he  said  he  did  not  ccmsider  himself  obliged  to  appear  before  us;  bat 
he  promised  to  appear  before  any  other  lawful  Convention  which  the  Consistory 
might  call.  The  above  being  at  his  request  made  known  to  the  Consistory  of 
Kingston  we  with  them  passed  the  following  resolution— Namely;  That  the  liFst 
reason  for  which  he  considers  our  Convention  unlawful  i.  e.  because  the  Minister 
and  Consistory  of  the  neighboring  Church  as  he  considers  that  of  Paltz  have  not 
been  summoned  in  accordance  with  Art.  9.— is  entirely  without  foundation — for  — 
certainly  it  l£  well  enough  known  that  Rhelnbeck  and  Camp  and  according  to  onr 
best  informatfoti  Livingston  Manor  are  much  nearer  than  Paltz  and  Schaoweuice- 
kong— and  besides  we  unanimously  agree  that  if  the  Church  mentioned  were  the 
ni^nrest  It  won;d  not  lie  able  to  act  since  it  acknowledges  the  Coetus. 

And  as  for  the  matter  of  the  remaining  reason— the  charge  that  Do.  Oock  is  an 
Alien  and  a  foreigner  we  consider  of  the  same  character— as  the  fact  that  he  has 
taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  which  he  considers  inconsistent  with  the  subordination 
to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.  For  If  Do.  Cock  may  not  have  a  share  in  the  Juris- 
diction of  the  Church  which  Is  an  essential  part  of  his  office  certainly  it  is  entirely 
unlawful  for  him  to  discharge  the  other  duties  of  his  office.  For  these  reasons  the 
Consistory  of  the  Churvh  of  Kingston  adhere  to  their  opinion  and  resolution,  and 
consider  our  Convention  as  regular  and  lawful,  urging  us  to  proceed  to  ecclesiastical 
action  and  desiring  us  to  make  known  this  their  resolution  and  request  to  Do. 
Meyer,  and  once  more  and  for  the  last  time  afTectionately  to  invite  him  to  appear 
before  ns  and  bring  this  unpleasant  affair  to  an  end. 

This  was  done— a  letter  to  this  effect  having  been  written  and  approved  by  the 
Convention  it  was  sent  to  him  in  the  renewed  expectation  either  of  his  personal 
appearance  before  us,  or  an  answer  by  the  bearer  of  our  letter.  We  received  an 
answer— in  leference  to  which  the  Consistory  remarked- that  the  reasons  on 
account  of  which  Do.  Meyer  sought  to  make  out  our  Convention  to  be  irregular 
and  unlawful  and  for  which  he  had  so  far  refused  to  appear  before  us  did  not 
prove  the  point  at  which  they  aimed— that  we  could  not  receive  his  protest  because 
he  now  refused  to  acknowledge  subordination  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  and  at 
this  very  time  stood  under  no  Classis  in  Holland— that  his  observation  in  reference 
to  Do.  Cock  had  no  relation  to  Ecclesiastical  affairs  and  therefore  could  be  nothing 
to  this  Convention— that  we  could  not  acknowledge  the  Church  of  the  Paltx  sh  a 
Church  which  receives  the  Constitution  of  the  Netherlands  Churches— for  certainly 
it  does  not  adhere  to  It,  but  directly  opposes  Itself  to  it.  Inasmuch  as  it  acknowl- 
edges the  Coetus,  and  the  Coetus  not  only  refuses  to  acknowledge  subordination  to 
the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  although  by  the  resolution  of  the  highest  Church  Court 
of  the  Netherlands,  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  It  was  most  kindly  directed  so  to 
do,  but  continually  and  repeatedly  breaks  through  that  subordination  by  positive 
acts  In  disregarding  the  express  prohibition  of  the  Classis  and  the  Synod  against 
examining  and  ordaining  youth. 

The  Convention  in  accordance  with  the  last  request  of  Do.  Meyer  earnestly 
recommended  to  the  Consistory  of  Kingston  his  terms  of  reconciliation  rh  be  called 
them  and  urged  them  to  fall  In  with  a  plan  proposed  by  Do.  Meyer  for  restoring 
peace.  But  the  Consistory  unanimously  decided  that  it  had  been  Impossible  all 
along  to  restore  peace  in  this  way — and  thoy  therefore  unanimously  persevered  In 
acknowledging  us  as  the  neighboring  Consistories,  and  requested  that  we  would 
proceed  as  a  Convention  regularly  and  lawfully  organized,  to  act  upon  their 
differences. 

The  CiMiventlon  thereupon  resolved  to  ask  of  the  Consistory  of  Kingston  reasons 
and  proofs  of  their  charges  brought  by  them  against  their  minister— and 
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In  reference  to  bis  Contempt  of  Ecclesiastical  Advice. 

K   Meyer  was  requested  in  all  kindness  by  the  Consistory  and  si^reral  particular 

me>a3al>er8  of  this  Charch,  to  suffer  himself  to  be  married  by  Do.  Westorlo  of  Albany 

i/&€l    not  by  Do.  Hardenberg  who  was  a  minister  of  the  Coetus  and  the  genuineness 

i£ftd    lawfulness  of  whose  ordination  was  disputed  In  the  Church.     This  request  was 

m«K.<3le   in  conformity  to  the  unanimous  desire  of  the  Church  and  because  the  opposite 

comMwrn^  would  occasion  great  displeasure,  especially  since  particular  members  of  the 

Clm  varoh  had  promised  him  more  than  once  that  they  would  bring  down  Do.  Westerlo 

fnt^wrx     Albany   and  carry   him    homo   again    rather   than    have   unpieaRnnt    feelings 

ai^^^lcened  in  the  Congregation  on  this  account.     But  all  this  counsel  i)oth  of  the 

Cc>Ks.si8tory  and  of  particular  members  of  the  Church  Do.  Meyer  despised  and  suf- 

fear^^«l    himself  to  be  married  by  the  above  mentioned  Hardenberg  on  which  account 

mm  ft^v^rBal  displeasure  was  felt  throughout  the  Church.     These  facts  wore  ostabUnhed 

b^       BiA  r.  Jan  Jansen  and  Job.  Du  Bols  who  at  that  time  were  Eiders,  and  by  Mr. 

F^zmix^i  Henrikson   who  then   was   Deacon  as  well  as  by  the  present   Elrlnrs  and 

D  c^2X.oonft  who  were  then  In  office  with  them.     Mr.  Petrus   Edm.  Elnieiidon)h  also 

t»^^lfled  that  he  had  promised  Do.  Meyer  to  bring  Do.  Westerlo  from  AIb;;ny  nt  the 

Umsca^     mentioned  at  his  own  expense.     Conraad  Jacob  Elmendorph  al.«io  who  is  now 

a    H>e«acon  and  then  was  a  member  of  the  Church,  declared  that  he,  as  Doctor  riding 

a  great  deal  in  the  Congregation  and  thinking  there  was  reason  to  anticipate 

dissatisfaction,  had  besought  Do.  Meyer  not  to  be  married  by  Do.  Harden- 

even  If  he  was  lawfully  ordained  but  by  Do.  Westerlo  since  the  other  course 

lAtsl&fc  occasion  disturbance,  offering  him  by  way  of  defraying  the  increased  expenses 

d^ve     pounds.     Jacobus   Elten  testified   to  the  same  effect— that  he   before   harvest 

spolLe  to  Do.  Meyer  in  reference  to  his  marriage  by  Do.  Hardenberg  and  said  to 

^^m     that  he  as  a  shepherd  should  seek  the  peace  of  his  flock  and  that  therefore 

^e  sbonld  not  be  married  by  Do.  Hardenberg  but  should  follow  the  advice  of  his 

Consistory  which  warned  him  of  discord  and  dissatisfaction  in   tlie  Chui*cb.     To 

whloli  Do.  Meyer  replied  that  by  adopting  his  own  course  he  would  sliow  the  Con- 

•Istory  and  the  Congregation  tliat   he  regarded  Hardenberg  as  a  lawful  minister 

•nd    thtit  he  himself  would  not  be  entirely  subject  to  the  dictation  of  the  Church. 

On  Oct.  10th,  at  nine  o'clock  A.  M.  Do.  J.  C.  Fryenmoet  and  Do.  G.  D.  Cock 
with  their  respective  Elders  as  above  named  again  came  together  as  a  Convention 
to  If  fsten  further  to  the  proof  that  Do.  Meyer  had  despised  ecclesiastical  advice. 

^P.  Jan  Jansen  who  formerly  was  Elder  and  Joh.  Wynkoop  and  Joh.  Turk  ruling 

*l<ter»  united  In  testifying  that  they,  fearing  that  Do.  Meyer  by  his  marriage  might 

I^''li^ps  come  under  the  Coetus,  had  made  a  formal  request  to  him  to  maintain  peace 

^^     Ui^animity  with  them  and  that   he  in  reply  had  pledged  himself  to  make  his 

^^^*>    In   all   particulars  conform    with   their  own.     If  the  Consistory   wished   to 

^*^  neutral  he  would  do  so.     If  the  Consistory  wished  to  be  under  the  Confer- 

^^^    *ie  would  concur  with  them.     This  promise,  they  testify  he  had  bn)ken  since 

'^Ing  to  the  declaration  of  the  Consistory  he  In  the  sequel  refused  to  act  In 

j^^^*^    with   them.     Mr.   John   Turk   ruling  Elder  also  testified   that  Do.    Meyer 

jjT^*^e^  the  Coetus  as  a  lawful  Classls,  notwithstanding  that  he  previously  had 

.   ^I^Proved  of  It;  and  that  by  so  doing  he  had  given  occasion  of  discord. 

iij  ^?^   Becondly— that  Do.  Meyer  and  his  Consistory  of  Kingston  having  met  together 

call^?   Consistory  Room  on  the  afternoon  of  Sunday  July  8th.  Do.  Meyer  himself 

g^j^J^^    the  attention  of  the  Consistory  to  the  necessity  and  also  the  advantage  of 

m        *^tnatlon  to  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  and  that  consequently  they  agreed  to 

^^    Oil  Thursday  to  pass  a  resolution  upon  the  subject,  and  to  take  nica^ures  for 

^j^  **^^ii!cating  the  same  to  the  great  Consistory  In  order  to  receive  their  assent. 

«^^*^Hpon   Do.   Meyer  hmself  presented  the  subject  of  subordination  to  some  of 

**'e«t   Consistory   and   asked   them    whether  they  did   not   ncree   with   him    in 

mw^^^lng  it    proper  and  advantageous   for  them    to   acknowl*»dge   the   snmo.      On 

^^^^**ilay  the  Consistory  came  together  for  the  purpoj^c  .spoclfled  nnd  unanimously 

^<1  a  resolution  in  favor  of  subordination— which  was  approved  by  the  greater 

^^^    Of  the  great  Consistory  (a  single  voice  only  dl.sscntlnjri.     This  resolution  Do. 
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^r  himself  drew  up  and  brought   to  the  ('on.slRtory  ni*»etlng— and  that  It  was 
■^'^^^▼ed  by  the  whole  Consistory  appeared  from  a  copy  of  It  which  Mr.  Wynkoop 
»?}*''  Convention  testified  to  be  a  true  copy. 

/'*^ls  resolution  Do.  Meyer  agreed  to  forward  to  Do.  Ritzema  at  New  York  but  on 
*^^  Qatnrday  following  in  the  presence  of  John  Turk  one  of  his  Elders  and  also  of 
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the  John  Turk  testifying,  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  Great  Britain  was  demanded  of 
him  by  Col.  Abrah.  Hasenbroek,  and  Abraham  van  Kenren  and  Frantz  Petn  Roggen. 
These  being  asked  by  this  Elder  for  what  reason  they  made  this  demand  the  answer 
was  made— that  they  protested  against  the  resolution  of  the  Consistory  coDcemlng 
subordination  to  the  Classls  of  AmAterdam.     On  the  followlDg  day,  Sunday,  Do. 
Meyer  narrated  these  circumstances  to  the  Consistory,  after  sermon,  and  signified 
his  wish  to  confer  with  the  Consistory  in  reference  to  this  demand.     The  Consis- 
tory therefore  unanimously  agreed  to  meet  in  the  Consistory  Room  the  next  day, 
Monday   at  two  o'clock  P.  M.  to  consider  the  reasons  for  which  this  oath  w«s 
demanded.     But  the  Elder  Joh.  Wynkoop,  having  learned  on  Sunday  evening  that 
Major  Paling  was  to  come  to  the  place  on  Monday  forenoon,  suspected  that  Do. 
Meyer  might  perhaps  take  the  oath  before  their  meeting  in  the  afternoon.     He 
therefore  desired  Dr.  Coenr  Elmendorpb  one  of  the  Deacons  to  request  Do.  Meyer 
that  if  Major  Paling  should  come  before  noon  he  would  instantly  send  for  the  Con- 
sistory.    It  did  so  happen— and  Do.  Meyer  sent  for  Mr.  Wynkoop  who  instantly 
repaired  to  his  house  and  found  there  Major  Paling  and  Lewis  Bevier  two  of  his 
Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace,  and  also  Col.  Hasenbroek.    These  Mr.  Wynkoop 
asked,  what  was  their  aim  in  demanding  this  oath.     Col.  Hasenbroek  answered  I 
come  in  the  name  of  King  Jesus  and  King  George.     The  same  he  repeated  in  the 
presence  of  other  members  of  the  Consistory.     Upon  Mr.  Wynkoop's  insisting  that 
If  they  proceeded  in  this  business  the  meeting  In  the  afternoon  would  be  useless. 
Major  Paling  postponed  all  action  till  that  meeting.     In  the  afternoon  accordingly 
the  Consistory  met  with  these  men  for  the  purpose  of  conferring  with  them  on  the 
subject  but  no  progress  could  be  made  since  these  obstinately  adhered  to  their  pur- 
pose.    The  Consistory  therefore  with  Do.  Meyer  resolved  at  length  to  ask  of  Major 
Paling  a  delay  of  three  weeks  since  this  "was  a  new  and  unheard  of  matter,  in  order 
that  they  might  Inform  themselves  concerning  It  and  learn  whether  it  was  proper 
and  necessary  that  the  thing  demanded  should  be  done.     This  request  to  Major 
Paling  Do.  Meyer  agreed  to  present  to  him,  as  he  did;  and  he  received  Major  Pal- 
ing's acquiescence.     But  to  the  astonishment  of  the  Consistory  he  shortly  after 
showed  himself  entirely  willing  to  take  the  oath  at  once,  saying  that  he  regarded 
himself  as  having  already  taken  It  in  effect.— By  all  this  misconduct,  in  breaking 
his  promise  and  despising  all  brotherly  advice  of  the  Consistory,  Do.   Meyer  has 
made  himself  unworthy  of  the  respect  of  the  Consistory  and  Congregation  and  has 
occasioned  in  the  Chunch  great  disquiet  and  sorrow  the  evidence  of  which   were 
daily  heard  and  seen  by  Mr.  Persec  (while  engaged  with  Do.  Meyer  In  visitation) 
in  the  complaints  and  tears  of  many  aged  members  of  the  Church,  awakened  by 
such  conduct  on  the  part  of  a  minister.     The  same  has  been  to  the  Consistory  the 
occasion  of  much  pain  and  sorrow,   especially  since  all  means  employed   for  the 
removal  of  the  difDcuIty  have  proved  of  no  avail. 

Three  weeks  afterward  i.  e.  upon  Aug.  6.  the  four  ruling  Elders  went  to  Do. 
Meyer  and  acquainted  him  with  the  advice  of  a  friend  in  New  York  who  In 
accordance  with  the  counsel  of  several  lawyers  and  other  well  informed  persons 
decided  that  no  Reformed  Minister  was  bound  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  but 
only  Roman  Catholics.     And  they  further  requested  him  if  he  intended  to  take  the 

oath  to  follow  the  advice  of  the  advocate and  the  counsel  of 

the  Consistory  and  not  do  so  until  a  lawful  summons  should  be  received  by  him. 
And  they  assured  him  that  if  he  would  follow  their  advice  by  so  doing  he  would 
satisfy  the  Consistory  and  the  Congregation,  and  that  in  that  case  they  would 
shield  him  from  injury,  but  if  he  chose  rather  to  follow  the  advice  of  others  be 
must  look  to  them  for  protection.  This  counsel  Do.  Meyer  also  disregarded  and 
very  soon  after  on  the  very  same  day  took  the  oath. 

The  Consistory  found  no  cause  of  offence  in  Do.  Meyer  so  far  as  the  taking  of 
the  oath  Is  in  itself  considered,  but  only  because  his  willingness  to  take  It  furnished 
ground  for  the  suspicion  that  he  wished  to  find  in  it  an  excuse  for  refusing 
subordination  to  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam  as  if  the  oath  was  incompatible  with  such 
subordination :  they  therefore  met  with  him  on  Aug.  23  and  addressed  unanimonsly 
to  him  a  proposal  to  concur  with  them  in  acknowledging  subordination  to  the 
Classls  In  conformity  with  their  former  resolution  as  appears  from  (Ko.  f.) 
requesting  at  the  same  time  an  answer  in  writing.  Do.  Meyer  accordingly  retumcd 
to  them  such  to  this  effect.  That  In  consequence  of  the  oath  which  he  had  taken, 
and  which  bound  his  conscience  he  could  not  acknowledge  subordination  to  the  Classls 
of  Amsterdam  as  will  appear  more  fully  from  (Xo.  10.) 
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^om  this  letter  of  Do.  Meyer  it  also  appears  that  he  woald  not  acknowledge  the 
•nbordination  even  if  he  were  clearly  shown  how  it  was  entirely  consistent  with  the 
Mth  he  had  taken,  since  Mr.  Wynkoop  had  before  read  to  Do.  Meyer  from  a  letter 
^  Do.  Ritxema  the  manner  in  which  the  subordination  was  to  be  understood — 
Namelj  that  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  demanded  of  us  no  subordination  that  was 
^Monslstent  with  the  freedom  of  this  land,  as  appears  from  (No.  11.) 

On  the  17th  of  Sept.  the  Consistory  of  Kingston,   having  again  met  with  Do. 

Heyer   renewed  the  proposal  which  they  made  to  him  on   the  23rd  of  August — 

B^OMly  that  he  would  consent  to  the  subordination  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  and 

^-  Meyer  returned  the  same  answer  as  at  the  meeting  of  Aug.  23,  as  appears  from 
(A'o.  it.) 

^I*  In  reference  to  the  diyislon  in  the  Church. 

'^^  Consistory  complained  that  in  consequence  of  the  above  mentioned  misconduct 
^  Do.  Meyer  some  who  formerly  held  with  the  Consistory  and  Church  after  the 
^^g  of  the  oath  and  the  refusal  of  subordination  had  deserted  the  Consistory  and 
^urch  for  his  party — and  not  only  this — ^but  a  great  number  of  members  of  the 
^^ch  had  more  than  once  met  together  and  appointed  a  Committee  of  five  to  join 
^^  the  Consistory  in  devising  ways  and  means  for  the  removal  of  the  disturbance 
^  the  Oiurch  or  for  the  punishment  and  removal  of  their  minister  since  they  could 
'^t  liye  on  in  this  manner. 

III.  In  reference  to  his  refusal  to  acknowledge  subordination  to  the  Classis  of 

^'^terdam  the  preceding  proof  is  sufficient ;  yet  the  following  bears  upon  this  point, 

"^at  the  Consistory  of  Kingston  appointed  two  of  its  Elders,  namely,  Job.  Wynkoop 

^^  Cornelis  Peraen  to  go  with  Do.  Cock  and  his  two  Elders,  Philip  Klum  and 

^i^elis  Hflller  to  Do.  Meyer  and  request  him  to  appear  ecclesiastically  and  confer 

^tb  them  in  reference  to  the  disturbance  in  the  Church,  which  request  Do.  Meyer 

'^'^ased,  whence  it  is  sufficiently  clear  that  Do.  Meyer  has  despised  ecclesiastical 

'^monition  as  appears  also  from  the 'former  part  of  our  minutes. 

^Phe  Bev.  Convention  having  carefully  weighed  all  the  Complaints  and  charges 

tf    the  Consistory  of  Kingston  against  Do.  Meyer  their  minister,  we  find  ourselves 

^Ui  the  most  sincere  regret  in  conscience  bound  to  declare  him  worthy  of  suspen- 

don  from  his  office  In  the  Church  of  Kingston  because  he  has  been  guilty  not  only  of 

multiplied  and  obstinate  acts  of  contempt  of  ecclesiastical  advice  addressed  to  him 

^  Bcneral  by  his  own  Consistory  and  in  particular  by  Do.  Cock  and  his  Consistory 

tad  also  by  this  Convention — and  consequently  of  sowing  discord  and  dissention  in 

the  Church — ^but  also  of  absolutely  refusing  subordination.     Yet  we  postpone  the 

(xecDtion  of  this  sentence  for  such  time  as  shall  be  sufficient  to  receive  the  brotherly 

tAvJee  of  the  ministers  and  their  respective  Consistories  in  New  York  which  belong 

^  the  Netherlands  and  High  Dutch  Reformed  Churches ;  to  whom  we  will  send  an 

Attested  copy  of  all  our  proceedings  by  the  hands  of  Do.  Cock.    We  take  this  course 

^^Q^e  this  matter  is  one  that  shall  be  handled  with  the  greatest  wisdom.     Do. 

If^'^  liimself  has  also  appealed  to  Do.  I4iidlie  one  of  the  ministers  of  New  York. 

^  ^Hatter  of  subordination  is  referred  by  the  Coetus  with  content  of  our  Conven- 

y  i  ^hicfa  acknowledges  it)  to  the  future  decision  of  the  Synod. 

I..  '^     ^oken  of  this  our  resolution  and  intention  we  subscribe  ourselves  with  our 
hu<i^ 

(Signed)         J.  C.  Fryenmoet,  V.  D.  M.  In  Manor  Livingston. 

Gerhard  Daniel  Cock,  V.  D.  M.  in  Rhelnbeck  and  Camp. 
Johannes  Bert 
Philip  Klum 
Jacob  Dekker 
j^  Cornells  MQIIer. 

!^^    ^n  our  Convention  in  the 
^^^^•istory  Room  at  Kingston  Oct.  10,  1764. 
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Journal  of  the  Xew  York  Council. 
Moravians  and  Quakers. 

1764,  Oct.  11.     C.  Colden,  Lieutenant  Goyernor. 

Assembly  sends  to  the  Conncil  a  Bill  entitled,  "An  act  to  appropriate  the  maa%jm 
that  have  arisen  In  Kings  County  and  Queens  County  by  the  fines  and  forfeltiires 
from  the  people  of  the  church  or  congregation  called  Uniias  Fratrum,  or  United 
Brethren,  and  trom  the  people  called  Quakers  by  virtue  of  the  Acts  theretn  men- 
tioned. Oounoil  Journal,  1151.  Read,  Committed,  1151-2.  Assembly  Inquires  of 
the  Council  what  progress  made  on  this  Bill,  1158.     Council  declines  to  act,  1158. 

Correspondence  From  America. 

Rev.  Jacob  Hardenbergh  to  the  Rev.  Classfs  of  Amsterdam,  October  12,  1764. 
Right  Rey.  Sirs  and  Highly  Esteemed  Fathers  In  Christ : — 

I>o  not  take  It  amiss  that  I  make  a  request  of  you  In  a  most  fraternal  spirit.  It  Is 
for  a  further  elucidation  of  what  is  said  in  your  letters  to  the  Rev.  Coetus,  of  Oct.  S, 
1703,  as  follows :  That  I,  being  authorized  by  the  Rey.  Coetus,  laid  a  request  before 
the  Classis,  asking  that  the  Rev  Claasis  of  Am$terdam  would  be  pleased  to  ehamffs 
the  Coetus  of  Nev)  York  into  a  Classis.  Your  Revs,  must  haye  plainly  understood 
from  all  my  communications,  that  I  was  not  provided  with  any  other  letters  of 
authority  except  these :  Namely,  the  letter  to  the  Rev.  Classis,  as  your  Revs,  kmaw; 
and  anotJier  letter  with  the  same  request,  to  the  High  Rev.  Bynod,  to  he  laid  befors 
them;  and  I  was  to  ffive  a  further  elucidation  of  the  matter  as  the  occasion  m4gkt 
require. 

Did  I  not  give  that  letter  to  Domine  Budde,  at  the  house  of  my  worthy  mother-in- 
law?*  And  in  that  letter -the  Coetus  expressly  declares  that  she  considers  herself; 
and  thinks  that  she  ought  to  he  considered  hy  others,  as  a  (lawful)  AssemMff  of 
Church  Officers,  existing  under  the  authority  and  right  given  hy  Ood;  to  perform 
anything  and  all  things  that  a  Classis  in  the  Netherlands  is  accustomed  to  do,  ^Hie 
request  is  thus  worded  In  the  letter. 

Therefore,  just  this  is  the  intention,  the  desire  and  the  prayer  of  the  Rev,  Coetus: 
that  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  pondering  the  divine  authority  for  the  e^tetenos 
and  powers  of  our  (Coetual)  Assembly,  would  he  pleased  to  acknowledge  it  as  esu^ 
and  declare  the  fact.  But  what  then  must  the  Rev.  Coetus  think  of  me,  as  to  the 
execution  of  my  Commission,  when  she  observes  your  Revs.*  reiK>rt  conceminsr  pro- 
posals made  by  me?  Is  It  not  an  undeniable  truth  that  I,  (personally)  never  made 
any  proposals  to  the  Rev.  Classis? 

For  when  I  had  delivered  my  credentials,  was  I  not  requested  to  withdraw?  And 
when  1  was  called  in  again,  was  I  not  then  told  by  the  President,  that  the  Rev. 
Assembly  had  already  spent  much  time  in  their  deliberation  of  these  matters;  that 
she  had  also  already  received  Information  from  particular  members,  with  whom  I  had 
conversed  on  the  subject ;  and  that  If  I  had  yet  anything  more  to  add,  by  way  of 
elucidation,  I  would  be  pleased  to  be  short?  Whereupon  I  had  nothing  further  to 
communicate  on  that  subject  to  your  Rev.  Assembly.  I  spoke,  however,  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  two  congregations  which  had  extended  calls,  respectively,  to  the  Rev. 
Henrlcus  Frellnghuysen  and  to  the  Rev.  (John)  Mauritius  Goetschlus.  Those  con- 
gregations had  made  application  to  the  Rev.  Coetus  for  the  promotion  (ordination) 
of  those  young  men  whom  they  had  called. 

In  speaking  with  particular  Individuals,  I  do  not  remember  that  I  ever  alluded 
to  my  making  such  a  request  of  them.  On  the  other  hand,  I  do  very  well  remember 
of  once  being  at  the  house  of  Domine  Kulenkamp.  In  talking  there  about  oar  affairs, 
his  Rev.  said  to  me,  '*  Domine  Hardenbergh.  you  folks  want  of  us  what  we  cannot 
possibly  give  your  Revs.  We  cannot  transform  your  Revs.  Into  a  Classis.**  Upon 
which  I  answered.  My  dear  Sir  does  not  understand  our  request.  We  helieve  that 
we  are  already  a  Classis;  hut  we  would  like  the  approhation  of  your  Revs. 


*See  Cor  win's  Manual,  4th  ed.  1M2,  page  613. 
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I  beliere  that  when  the  Rey.  (Classical)  Assembly  vecalls  what  then  took  place 
di«  ^rlll  remember  that  I,  (personally)  never  made  any  such  proposal.  And  even  if 
I  hmd  made  It,  I  conld  not  have  done  it  in  the  name  of  the  Rev.  Coetns,  as  the 
Ooetus  bsd  definitely  expressed  their  desires  in  their  letter.  Yonr  Revs,  mast  there- 
torn  have  taken  up  the  matter  under  this  (wrong)  impression,  and  without  any 
piroper  introductory  remarks. 

Worthy  Pathers !  the  way  our  affairs  were  dealt  with  in  Holland  led  me  to  make  a 

nsolntion — I  cannot  deny  it — that- 1  would  never  again  take  part  in  any  attempt  to 

promote  further  relationship  (combination)  of  our  churches  with  those  of  Holland. 

Nerertheless,  upon  second  consideration,  I  concluded  again  to  try  to  do  something 

to  place  our  affairs  upon  such  a  footing  as  is  presented  to  your  Revs,  in  the  letter 

of   onr  Goetus,   (of  this  same  date.)     The  Third  Article,  concerning  the  limitations 

of   the  *'  subordination  *',  is  left  somewhat  indefinite,  for  fear  of  infringing  on  the 

rtcbts  of  the  Civil  Government.     I  think  I  can  positively  assure  your  Revs.,  that  if 

our  propositions  are  listened   to,   the  Rev.   Coetus  will   easily   be  brought   into  a 

doaer  alliance  (with  the  Church  of  Holland),  so  as  to  allow  your  Revs,  decisions 

to  have  the  power  of  conclusive  verdicts  in  every  particular,  in  all  such  cases  as  are 

mentioned  in  the  said  letter  of  the  Coetus.     Nevertheless,  It  is  true  that  the  laws  of 

OQr  land  do  not  permit  us  to  transfer  to  your  Revs.,  any  supreme  authority  or 

tnrtsdiction  over  us ;  but  I  do  not  think  those  laws  would  prevent  us  from  mutually 

tUylng  ourselves  together,  in  order  that  we  might  take  your  Revs,  judgments  by  way 

e(  sdvlce ;  and  that  we  might  permit  the  same  to  have  the  power  of  a  conclusive 

^rtrdlet  among  us,  on  the  strength  of  the  said  alliance  between  us. 

I  think  that  this  would  at  once  remove  all  well-grounded  objections  concerning  the 
POMlble  introduction  of  any  errors  (of  doctrine),  the  exercise  of  authority,  or  the 
ttptration  of  our  Church  from  the  Church  of  the  Netherlands.  And  the  danger  of 
iBtrodiieing  ignorant  persons  into  the  ministry  can  also  be  effectually  remedied  by 
tbe  cttablishment  of  a  Seminary  here.  It  cannot  be  denied  that  there  is  likelihood 
ttoogh  of  our  succeeding  in  this.  For  we  have  already  presented  a  petition  for  a 
CHARTER  for  such  a  Seminary,  to  his  Excellency,  the  Governor  of  this  Province, 
(^€W  Jersey),  and  we  have  good  reason  to  hope  that  we  may  obtain  it,  especially  If 
vt  (the  Coetus  and  Conferentie  parties)  again  unite  together.  Indeed,  it  would 
tkes  be  certain.  And  our  ability  to  raise  an  endowment  is  much  greater  than  was 
^t  of  either  the  Episcopalians,  (1754),  or  the  Presbyterians  (1746)  when  they 
^■ttbllihed  their  Seminaries  (or  Colleges.)  Why,  then,  may  we  not  establish  a 
School  ts  well  as  they? 

Worthy  Fathers!  if  your  Revs,  do  not  avsil  yourselves  of  this  opportunity  to 
interrene  in  our  behalf,  and  also  to  modify  your  own  demands  a  little,  on  your  side 
^  the  ease,  God  only  knows  where  our  disputes  will  finally  end.  Inasmuch  as  the 
High  Rev.  Synod  has  declared  that  the  Sovereign  of  Holland  will  never  consent  that 
^  Ber.  Coetus  should,  either  partially  or  fully,  be  a  member  of  that  High  Rev. 
^''onbly,  because  said  Coetus  exists  under  another  Civil  Power,  our  affairs  may 
^^  been  brought  much  more  to  the  notice  of  the  Authorities  over  here  than  ever 
twfore.  For  they  reason  thus : — If  the  Sovereign  of  Holland  will  not  permit  the 
^tm  to  have  any  voice  in  their  (Netherlands)  Church  Assemblies  for  fear  of  some 
*^  results:  is  it  safe  for  us,  (the  English  authorities  of  New  York),  to  permit 
^^  highest  Church  Jurisdiction  over  them,  to  inhere  in  a  Church  Assembly  so  closely 
Allied  to  the  State  (a  Foreign  State),  and  which  Assembly  is  entirely  under  the 
«<*trol  of  another  Sovereign. 

"^^e  ss  an  illustration  of  this,  the  following;  The  Rev.  Consistory  of  Bsopus 
^^iogiton),  where  domlne  Harmanus  Meyer  has  a  church,  is  in  favor  of  the 
"^bordinatlon  demanded.  Domlne  M^yer  at  first  held  back  from  It  (the  subordlna- 
^^)  a  little,  but  finally  yielded  to  the  Consistory.  But  even  before  his  resolution 
"^  been  taken,  the  local  government  of  that  place  had  Interfered,  and  insisted  that 
"^i&l&e  Meyer  should  take  that  oath,  of  which  the  Rev.  Coetus  has  sent  you  a 
^Py.  The  Civil  authorities  said  also  to  the  Consistory  that  Its  members  might 
^'^^^  to  be  required  to  do  the  same  thing,  if  they  should  subordinate  themselves 
^^  the  Church  of  Holland.)  Upon  this,  the  Consistory  sought  advice  from  all  the 
^re  eminent  lawyers  In  the  city  of  New  York,  asking  if  it  was  in  the  power  of  th§ 
^^^)  government  to  demand  this  oath  of  them.  One  of  the  most  eminent  of  those 
^^Ttrs  subsequently  told  me  personally,  that  it  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the 
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lawyers,  that  any  ivfo  Ju9Uce9  of  the  Peace  had  it  in  their  power  to  dem4Hi4  am  off 
from  any  one  they  saw  fit;  and  that  those  vfho  refused  to  take  it  would  ruim  thet 
selves  thereby.  The  Council  (Governor's  Council)  having  received  this  opinion  fro 
this  lawyer,  then  asked  him  the  following  question :  "  If  that  is  the  case,  and  <m 
had  taken  such  an  oath,  could  he  not,  then,  subordinate  himself  (to  the  Church 
Holland)  ?  *'  Raising  his  hand,  the  lawyer  answered  :  //  they  believe  that  there  is 
Ood  in  heaven,  they  cannot  do  it. 

Last  week  I  heard  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  that  vicinity  say,  that  that  Oonsistot 
would  have  to  submit  to  the  taking  of  that  oath,  or  they  would  ruin  them.  And  v 
are  obliged  to  expect  that  this  same  thing  will  occur  in  other  localities.  Now  If  the 
tumults  reach  the  ears  of  the  Government  in  England,  then  I  myself,  with  max 
others,  fear  for  bad  consequences.  Therefore,  I  beseech  your  R(»ys.  to  modL 
somewhat  your  peremptory  requests.  Do  not  think,  my  dear  Sirs,  that  I  spei 
thus  from  any  fear  that  the  Rev.  Coetus  will  lose  ground  by  the  new  measures  y« 
are  now  pursuing.  No,  indeed.  On  the  other  hand,  I  am  sure  that  the  Coetus  he 
gained  more,  since  the  arrival  of  your  last  letters  than  she  ever  did  before.  Tl 
ministers  of  Albany,  Kingston  and  the  one  who  has  recently  come  to  New  York- 
and  these  three  places  are  the  principal  places  in  the  Province — refuse  to  sabm 
to  that  Subordination  which  you  have  proclaimed  and  demanded.  And  in  this  msi 
ter,  the  Civil  Government  has  the  Coetus  on  its  side.  It  is,  therefore,  by  no  mesx 
this  (civil  favor)  which  I  seek,  but  the  real  welfare  of  the  Church.  And  I  liare  i 
desire  to  see  her  separated  from  the  Netherlands  Church. 

It  also  seems  to  me  that  your  Revs,  ought  not  to  give  too  much  place  to  indies; 
tion  against  that  pamphlet  of  Domlne  Leydt,  (see  Aug.  12,  1700,)  so  that, 
retaliation  therefor,  the  Church  of  Christ  should  be  made  to  suffer.  I  heard  li 
Rev.  declare  In  our  last  General  Church  Assembly,  held  in  New  York,  that  he  wi 
sorry  if  anything  had  come  from  his  pen,  which  had  given  any  Just  cause  of  ofleii' 
to  your  Revs.,  or  to  the  High  Rev.  Synod.  I  hope  and  sincerely  desire  that  jfA 
Revs,  will  find  it  convenient  to  adopt  those  proposals  of  ours,  (in  letter  of  Coeti 
of  Oct  12,  1764). 

When  I  was  in  Holland,  I  hinted  at  the  troubles  and  divisions  to  Domlne  Budd 
in  the  Church  of  Flshkill ;  but  since  that  time  they  have  greatly  increased.  The  Be 
Coetus  made  a  short  report  on  that  matter,  and,  In  addition  to  what  I  heard, 
expect  your  Revs,  will  be  informed  that  nearly  the  whole  congregation  has  hecoii 
opposed  to  the  (old  and  legal)  Consistory.  I  have  also  requested  that  Conslstoi 
to  give  me  an  exact  report  of  their  condition — how  many  are  in  their  favor,  and  hen 
many  are  opposed  to  them.  They  answered  me  in  a  communication  under  their  ow 
signatures,  that  75  heads  of  families  had  signed  in  favor  of  the  call  to  DomlB 
Henricus  F^ellnghuysen ;  and  that  the  Conf  erentle  party  had  told  them  that  tht 
had  80  on  their  list.  Nevertheless  the  Rev.  Consistory  are  aware  that  there  ai 
many  who  had  signed  for  their  party,  (the  Conf  erentle  party)  who  now  expresBl 
declare  that  they  will  not  pay  the  salary  they  had  promised,  even  if  that  partj  (tb 
Conferentie)  should  obtain  a  minister ;  because  those  who  had  obtained  their  slgni 
tures,  had  told  them  that  this  was  done  with  the  consent  of  the  Rev.  Consistory 
while,  in  fact,  it  was  done  in  direct  opposition  to  them.  Please  take  notice  that  a 
this  took  place  before  the  formation  of  the  anti-Consistory  (by  Freyenmoet.)  Nearl 
two-thirds  of  the  members  of  the  church  side  with  the  (legal)  Consistory;  while  a 
the  members  that  side  with  their  Consistory,  are  male  members,  and  only  Jni 
enough  to  constitute  the  antl-Conslstory.  (The  other  members  of  this  party  wei 
not  members  of  the  church).     This  is  given  only  for  information. 

The  Rev.  Coetus  has  adherents,  more  or  less,  in  almost  all  the  congregations  whtc 
side  with  the  Conferentie.  If,  then,  the  members  of  the  latter  be  endorsed,  and  tb 
members  of  the  Rev.  Coetus  (in  those  congregations)  be  nagged  to  agree  with  then 
what  shall  the  end  be?  Can  the  mere  belonging  to  the  Coetus  or  the  Conferenti 
party  ever  be  a  sufficient  reason  for  deposing  an  entire  Consistory? 

When  I  was  in  Amsterdam  I  was  informed  that  about  the  time  that  Domla 
Theodore  Frelinghuysen  was  visiting  Holland,  (1760),  a  letter  was  given  to  the  Bei 
Classis  signed  with  my  name.  Up  to  that  time,  I  had  never  signed  my  name  to  an 
paper  which  was  sent  to  the  Rev.  Classis.  My  name  had  undoubtedly  been  used  t) 
some  mistake.  While  in  Amsterdam,  therefore,  I  made  request  to  see  that  lettci 
but  on  account  of  the  multitude  of  business  engagements  and  the  shortnen  of  m 
stay,  I  failed  to  find  it.     I  kindly  request  that  the  same  may  be  sent  to  me.     I  thli 
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'  teve  t  right  to  make  this  request.     I  think  it  will  be  found  among  the  papers 
**«!  October,  1759.     Let  not  this  be  denied  me ! 

b  presenting  my  serrices  to  you.  and  my  Ernest  wish  of  all  happiness  and 
WoBlugi  to  yon.  together  with  friendly  and  hearty  greetings,  I  haye  the  honor, 
^Wit  Rev.  Sirs,  and  Much  Esteemed  Fathers  In  Christ,  to  call  myself,  and  to  be 

'     Your  Rers.  D.  W.  D.  and  loving  brother, 

Jacob  R.  Hardenberg^,  V.  D.  M. 
^•ritmn,  Oct.  12,  1764. 


Correspondence  From  America. 

Coetns  of  New  York  to  the  Rev.   Olassis  of  Amsterdann, 
October  [3  ?]  13,  1764.     Vol.  33,  page  82,  No.  354. 

^he  Right  Rev.    Classis  of  Amsterdam,   Right   Rev.   Sirs  and   Much   Beloved 
Brethren:— 


letter  of  your  Revs,  of  January  11.  (1764),  and  of  Oct.  Srd  1763,  reached  us 

ly.  According  to  the  request  of  the  Rev.  Confcrentie  which  followed  (upon 
letters)  the  Rev.  Coetus  attended  a  General  Meeting  (of  the  two  Bodies)  held 
■^  Vl«w  York,  June  19,  1764.  The  result  of  that  Meeting  may  be  seen  in  Document 
^^onber  One. 

In  the  present  condition  of  affairs  we  do  not  feel  disposed  to  answer  the  above 
vmtloDed  letters!  for  we  can  plainly  foresee  where  the  matter  In  dispute  so 
apparent  In  them,  will  end,  if  It  be  followed  up  in  debate.  We  would  rather  make 
ttlll  another  attempt,  with  all  Indulgence  possible,  to  settle  these  disputes  by  some 
tecommodatlon. 

Bev.  Sirs,  If  we  were  Inclined  to  Introduce  complete  (ecclesiastical)  Independence 
for  osmlves,  we  would  long  ere  this,  have  given  up  all  correspondence  with  the 
Hetlierlandi  Church.  We  could  rest  assured,  in  doing  this,  that  we  need  not  fear 
tay  lo«  of  Classical  or  Synodlcal  privileges,  because  we  are  the  free  subjects  of 
tke  iDfllsh  Crown.  It,  therefore,  remains  to  our  free  choice  whether  we  shall 
keep  sp  Corresiwndence  and  Union  if  such  a  thing  is  possible,  with  the  Church  of 
the  Netherlands,  or  not.  However  desirable  these  things  may  appear  to  us,  as  well 
MMitnal  love  and  peace,  nevertheless,  we  must  say,  although  we  do  It  with  sorrow, 
tkit  we  cannot  submit  ouraelves  to  all  that  is  demanded  of  us  in  your  letter, 
vlthoQt  wounding  our  consciences. 

W«  therefore  make  this  friendly  and  brotherly  request  that  the  following  objec- 
tloQi  reeelTe  yoar  careful  deliberation. 

!•  We  cannot  at  present  content  ourselves  with  the  reasons  given  for  the  subor- 
'teitioii  (to  the  Classis)  demanded  of  us.  We  believe  that  any  subordination  to  a 
(^QRli,  which  is  destitute  of  all  power,  (being  under  another  civil  government)  Is 
Pl^tBly  contrary  to  the  Netherlands  (Church  Constitution.  Besides  the  works  of 
*ktn,  look  at  the  renowned  Professor,  John  Hoombeek's  "Summa  Controver- 
••■■",  page  666.  That  It,  (the  relation  of  the  American  churches  to  the  Church 
^  HoUsnd?)  increases  and  regulates  this  (American  Church?)  we  admit  with  all 
•••••nre.  The  reasons  given  In  support  of  subordination,  and  In  advocacy  of  the 
**"*Mid,  appear,  more  or  less  evidently,  to  be  as  follows: 

<!)  From  the  right  of  having  planted  those  churches  (in  America).  But  that  this 
**•  not  confer  the  least  right  or  power,  nor  deprive  those  who  are  planted  of  all 
•**«f.  li.  in  our  opinion,  confirmed  by  the  renowned  Professor,  Gysbert  Voetlus. 
"*  »erf..  Vol.  1,  Part  1,  pages  104-108. 

^  Bnt  to  be  more  direct,  let  me  speak  of  the  memberehip  of  our  ministers  In 
'•■'  Rev.  Classis.  This  Is  taken  for  granted :  but  In  all  your  lettera.  you  do  not 
i*^  one  conclusive  reason  to  eetabll<)h  It.  Nevertheless,  this  (the  fact  of  such 
■•■bfTshIp)  appeara  to  be  the  basis  upon  which  all  your  reasons  for  the  support 
«f  "lid  iQbordlnatlon  rest.  But  it  seems  to  us  as  clear  as  day  light,  that  we  were 
••^  wch  real  membera  of  your  Rev.  Classis,  as  you  claim. 

'*  (a)  When  and  where  were  the  Formulas,  which  belong  to  such  a  memberahip, 
**WI«d  with  on  our  behalf.     Such  as  the  presentation  of  the  proper  credentials; 
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subscribing  to  the  local  laws;  taking  part  in  the  Acts  of  the  Classical  Assemblj;    4 
being  qualified  to  receive  the  right  of  voting. 

(b)  Why  did  the  Rev.  Classis  refuse  a  seat  in  their  Classical  Assembly  to  donu 
John  Frellnghuysen,  (in  1740),  who  was  qualified  in  Amsterdam  as  minister  91 
the  churches  on  the  Raritan?  Or  are  we  only  members  of  the  Classis  that  t 
Classis  may  deprive  us  of  our  rights?  Has  not  one  member  as  much  right  td  a  mi 
in  the  Classis  as  another? 

(c)  And  how  is  this  (right  to  Classical  membership)  to  be  reconciled  with  the  lai 
resolution  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  which  declares,  that  the  Sovereign  0 
that  land  will  never  allow  any  member  or  members  of  the  Rev.  Coetos  to  eompon 
a  part  of  that  Holy  Rev.  (Synodical)  Assembly. 

If  we  are  really  members  of  your  Rev.  Classis,  and  on  an  equal  footing,  In  tbii 
respect,  with  the  twenty-nine  ministers  of  Amsterdam,  are  we  not  then  alK 
capable  of  being  members  of  that  Rev.  Synod?  But  if,  in  reality,  we  are  not  tt  tU 
members  of  your  Rev.  Classis,  as,  indeed,  we  are  not,  what  force  then,  can  jou 
Revs.'  arguments  have,  to  convince  our  consciences?  for  your  arguments  are  btse^ 
upon  this  supposition,  (that  we  are  members  of  Classis.) 

However  the  dispute  over  here  is  not  concerning  the  historical  account  of  9i 
affair  that  is  past;  but  concerning  the  possession  or  non-possessioo  of  the  right  aB< 
the  power  In  regard  to  our  own  affairs.  The  Rev.  Coetus  does  not  proBM^i 
{ordain)  in  quality  as  members  of  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  but  as  a  compav 
of  neighboring  ministers,  to  whom  the  pastoral  office,  with  all  that  belongs  to  tt.  i 
entrusted.  Now  the  power  to  promote  (ordain)  is  an  essential  part  of  this  oIDb 
See  John  Hoombeek's  Letter  Book,  1,  pages  165,  682,  686.  This  also  fully  eob 
cldes  with  the  Church  Order  of  the  Synod  of  Dort  Compare  Art.  4  with  Art.  ^ 
(Art.  4.  declares  that  a  call  to  the  ministry  consists  of  the  free  choice  of  the  O01 
sistory;  an  examination  Into  the  doctrine  and  morals  of  the  person  chosen;  d  ^ 
approbation  of  the  church-members;  and  in  public  ordination,  according  to  ti 
Form,  with  imposition  of  hands  by  the  minister  presiding. 

Art.  41.  declares  that  a  Classis  shall  consist  of  neighboring  churches,  each  < 
which  shall  send  a  minister  and  elder  with  proper  credentials,  etc.) 

See  also  the  arrangements  for  examinations  and  promotion,  made  by  all  tfe 
previous  National  Synods  of  the  Netherlands.  We  also  believe  that  the  ettatl^ 
of  ministers  is  clearly  set  forth  in  the  Word  of  God,  in  the  Netherlands  Artidei  ^ 
Faith,  and  In  the  National  Decrees.  We  are,  therefore,  not  at  liberty  to  be  1* 
astray  by  any  example  or  citation  of  past  things.  It  strengthens  us  also  sot 
little,  that  such  respectable  men,  who  are  approved  In  the  Netherlands,  as,  t€ 
example.  Professor  Geysbert  Voetlus  in  his  "Polit.  Eccles.",  and  Professor  Job 
Hoombeek  in  his  ''Miss.  Sac",  Frederick  Spanheym.  in  his  "Miss.  Sac  antiq.' 
have  all  advocated  our  case  in  such  an  energetic  way. 

Besides,  it  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  your  Revs.*  arguments  will  have  Just  1 
much  weight  a  hundred  years  hence,  as  now;  and  according  to  a  moderate  calculi 
tlon.  the  Dutch  (in  America)  will  then,  (1864)  by  a  proportionate  growth,  consli 
of  a  thousand  congregations;  and  will  need,  accordingly,  at  least  five  or  six  hundn 
ministers.  Let  such  circumstances  declare  what  your  artrumonts  would  be  wor 
under  such  conditions.  Taking  all  this  Into  consideration,  the  Rev.  Coetus  mil 
conclude  with  the  words  of  the  renowned  Prof.  G.  Voetlus:— Non  debebat  tale  qu 
davl  aut  concedi  ab  una  parte  contrabentium  nee  ab  altera  parte  peti  aut  accli 
(No  such  thing  ought  to  be  granted  or  conceded  by  the  one  part  of  thoae  aaMDHbli 
nor  to  be  demanded  or  occepted  of  the  other  part.)  See  his  reasons,  PoUU  BetA 
Vol.  1.  Part  1,  page  224,  Question  15. 

II.  If  in  this  land  the  opportunity  is  not  given  and  further  developed  to  provi 
ministers  for  the  Dutch  Church,  we  cannot  fail  to  foresee  that  that  Church  n 
soon  go  to  ruin.  Passing  by  other  weighty  reasons,  take  only  in  proof  the  sltuatl 
of  these  Colonies  and  the  opportunities.  For  example:  It  is  much  more  to  t 
prejudice  of  our  (American)  Church,  than  It  Is  of  any  of  the  other  Churches  of  t 
Netherlands  (Colonies,  (Bast  Indies,  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  West  India  Islands),  to 
obliged  to  obtain  her  ministers  from  Holland.  This  may  be  Indisputably  dem( 
strated  by  the  following  facts: 

1.  Everybody  knows  that  nearly  all  the  denominations  around  us  prepare  tb 
ministers  in  this  land  and  thus  send  them  forth.  They  have,  then,  the  opportunl 
to  preach  and  establish  congrregatlons  among  the  scattered  people  of  this  lai 
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iMose  tliey  are  ever  ready  to  admit  a  safBcient  number  to  the  Holy  OfBce.  But 
tke  few  (Dutch)  ministers  who  are  here  have  their  hands  more  than  full  to  serve 
tft0  wints  of  the  already  established,  but  vacant  congregations.  Por,  on  account 
if  tbe  dangers,  difficulties  and  heavy  expenses,  it  is  impossible  to  secure  a  suffl- 
dnt  oomber  of  young  men  for  the  Holy  Office,  if  they  must  first  go  to  the  Nether- 
hidi  (for  ordination).  Many  of  the  established  congregations  do  not  dare  to  run 
tft0  risk  of  sending  (their  young  men)  to  the  Netherlands;  while  those  who  are 
Mttered  here  and  there  among  the  English  cannot  afford  to  do  this.  Under  such 
dRomstances  hundreds  are  allured  away  to  other  denominations,  since  they  can- 
Mt  be  provided  with  ministers  as  they  should  be.  But  could  not  this  deadly  evil 
It  effectually  remedied,  by  admitting  ministers  to  this  holy  service  here  in  this 
emtry,  even  as  do  other  denominations. 

1  What  has  been  said  become  still  more  evident  If  we  compare  the  English 
%iicopallan8  and  the  Presbyterian  Churches  in  this  land  with  each  other.  The 
tener  is  the  **  State  Church  '*  of  England.  Its  adherents  have  the  civil  government 
cUefly  in  their  hands.  In  short,  in  regard  to  all  political  rights,  this  Church  has 
lOUie  privileges  Imaginable  above  other  denominations;  yet  the  Presbyterians  have 
■tiblished  ten  congregations  in  these  two  Provinces,  to  the  Episcopalians  one. 
Mev  what  can  be  the  reason  of  this?  Only  this:  that  those  churches,  being  gov- 
ened  by  Bishops  must  receive  their  ministers  from  Europe;  while  the  Presbyte- 
ritas,  through  the  advice  and  help  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  have  been  provided, 
bwi  their  first  settlement,  with  the  privileges  of  admitting  their  young  men  to  this 
Bily  Office. 

Men  and  Brethren,  do  your  Revs,  not  clearly  see  that  If  your  Revs,  had  acted 
ii  itiafd  to  the  Dutch  Church  as  the  Scotch  have  done  in  regard  to  the  Preeby- 
Man  Church,  the  present  number  of  our  congregations  would  have  been  more  than 
iMble?  And  both  the  Episcopalians  (Bischoppelyken)  and  the  Presbyterians  have 
biOt  op  their  churches  on  the  ruin  of  ours. 

t.  la  the  midst  of  us  and  all  around  us,  the  Seminaries  of  the  Independents,  of 
tW  Iplseopallans  and  of  the  Presbyterians  have  already  become  seven  or  eight  In 
Bvnber.  And  what  will  be  the  effect  of  all  this?  The  Hollanders  must  either 
■eeenarily  deny  their  children  a  free  education,  and  thus  relinquish  all  these  advan- 
tifei  to  others;  or  else  send  them  to  one  of  these  schools.  The  inevitable  result 
ef  tkii  would  be  the  alienation  of  their  hearts  from  the  Netherland  doctrine  and 
'ledpUne.  Only  Just  imagine  that  our  Church  continues  to  receive,  from  time  tD 
^tll  her  ministers  from  Holland;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the  rising  youth, 
^  wlU  soon  hold  the  government  and  Influence  in  both  Church  and  State,  receive 
^r  educatloo  In  the  Seminaries  of  these  different  denominations.  By  such  a 
^>vie,  will  not  the  (Dutch)  Church  finally  go  down  altogether,  unobserved. 

^  Every  one  must  understand,  that  since  the  political  government  and  the 
*^re  buslneee  of  the  land  are  conducted  in  the  English  language,  English  schools 
^  necessary,  and  Dutch  schools  are  already  passing  away.  The  Dutch  language 
^  also  certainly  fall  Into  disuse,  and  the  English  will  everywhere  take  its  place. 
^Ut  then  the  religion  (of  the  Dutch  Church)  go  down  with  the  languajge?  Or 
^  ean  this  danger  be  remedied?  It  Is  simply  Impracticable  to  receive  a  sufficient 
*Vber  (of  ministers)  from  Holland,  especially  such  as  would  be  able  to  perform 
'^'vlcs  in  the  English  tongue.  To  send  a  sufficient  number  (of  our  young  men) 
^^  America  to  Holland  to  attend  the  Academies  of  your  Revs.,  is  impossible, 
*^^  IS  has  been  said  before.  Who,  then,  does  not  see  that  the  Church  must  go 
^^'^  unless  we  have  our  own  ecclesiastical  Assemblies  and  Schools  over  here. 

in.  We  send  enclosed  in  this  letter,  a  copy  of  an  oath,  (marked  number  2), 
^^b  lome  of  us  have  taken  In  due  form,  and  others,  when  required,  are  bound 
to  tike,  under  such  penalty  ns  Is  mentioned  in  the  copy.  Now  who  can,  in  good 
••^■cience,  take  such  an  oath,  and  then  submit  himself  to  subordination  (of,  to  us, 
■  CbiiTch  in  another  nation)  ns  proclaimed  and  demanded.  The  High  Rev.  Synod 
**^«i*t,  that  she  can  neither  partly  nor  entirely  accept  of  members  of  the  Coetus 
^  ■  part  of  her  body),  because  the  Coetus  Is  subject  to  another  Sovereign.  How, 
™***.  can  your  Revs,  deliberately  demand  of  us  such  a  "subordination**,  when  the 
•■^le  Church  Jurisdiction  over  us,  (the  Synod?)  adjudges  our  Assembly  (the  (foetus) 
to  be  subject  to  another  Sovereign?  Is  not  such  subordination  diametrically 
^'^Powed  to  the  said  oath  and  to  the  fundamental  laws  of  our  kingdom?  The  Eighth 
^'^le  of  the  terms  of  capitulation,  (1664),  may  serve  you  to  deny  our  request:  but 
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this  will  by  no  means  ward  off  the  dissatisfaction  of  onr  Sovereign  when  we  ha. 
once  aronsed  it.     See  the  opinion  of  two  of  our  principal  lawyers,  on  this  point,   ^ 
Document,  marked  8. 

Thus  your  Right  Revs,  will  perceiye  that  if  we  are  pressed  to  submit  uneood^ 
tionally  to  the  said  "  Subordination  ",  or  else  to  break  off  all  correspondence,  we  wli 
be  compelled  to  choose  the  latter.  We  say  '^compelled  to  choose'*;  because  thi 
Coetus  has  already  shown  her  desire  to  maintain  some  sort  of  relationship  with  tbf 
Church  of  the  Netherlands  on  the  ground  of  the  Constitution  of  said  Church.  And 
she  yet  inclined  that  way.  But  since  it  is  impossible  to  maintain  a  relatlonshii 
which  rests  on  membership  (in  the  Classis  and  Synod),  we  will  gladly  consent  to  i 
"relationship"  not  depending  on  membership,  so  far  as  circumstances  and  the  lawt 
of  citizenship  of  our  country,  and  sound  views  of  Church  Government,  permit. 

The  Rev.  Coetus  has  explained  to  the  Rev.  Conferentie,  as  she  now  does  also  t 
your  Revs.,  that  on  these  conditions  she  is  willing,  according  to  the  advice  of  th 
Synod,  to  hold  herself  in  a  proper  subordination  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam 
This  proper  tubordination,  or  rather  "  Church  Relationship "  (Combination)  she  want 
thus  explained  and  understood.  It  must  include  the  power  to  erect  Seminaries,  t 
ordain,  and  henceforth  to  do  all  those  things  that  an  Assembly  of  neighboiln 
Church  officers  in  the  Netherlands  may  do.  As  her  presupposed  right,  she  destrei 
however,  to  enjoy  the  privilege  to  bring  said  "Relationship"  under  the  followln 
regulations: 

1.  The  Coetus  shall  yearly  communicate  her  Acts  to  the  Rev.  Classis  by  mesn 
of  correspondence. 

2.  That  when  any  Important  matter  arises  concerning  which  the  Rev.  (Goetof 
Assembly  needs  special  light,  she  shall  lay  such  matter  before  the  Rev.  Classis  aui 
abide  by  her  advice. 

3.  That  in  case  of  differences  among  us  concerning  doctrine  or  manner  of  llfi 
which  we  cannot  settle  correctly  or  bring  to  a  satisfactory  termination^  after  ngn 
lar  process,  that  we  may  then  present  such  a  case,  prepared  In  an  orderly  manne 
by  the  Rev.  (Coetus)  Assembly,  before  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  or,  if  necei 
sary,  before  the  High  Rev.  Synod.  That  the  Rev.  (Coetus)  Assembly  binds  Ita^ 
to  allow  the  advice  thus  given,  according  to  the  circumstances  of  the  dlspnte,  t 
have  the  strength  of  a  decisive  verdict  among  us,  so  far  as  the  laws  of  our  sal 
(British)  kingdom  permit. 

Uev.  Men  and  Brethren,  behold!  This  is  the  utmost  we  can  allow  In  the  subordi 
nation  demanded.  We  desire  that  all  the  wrong  done  In  the  past,  on  either  sid4 
be  forjflven  and  forgotten.  We  hope  that  your  Revs,  may  use  this  opportunity 
which  limy  posRibly  be  the  last,  to  heal  the  breach  among  us.  If  this  Is  not  noi 
done,  where  will  the  business  finally  end,  considering  the  present  line  of  action 
After  your  Revs,  last  communication,  domine  Freyenmoet,  under  the  advice  of  th 
CoBferentlc  brethren,  at  first  presented  and  then  demanded  the  consent  of  the  Coe 
sistory  of  the  Church  of  FIshklll,  on  pretence  of  having  received  authority  froi 
your  Revs.,  to  the  three  following  articles: 

1.  That  that  Consistory  should  renounce  thoir  alloglnnce  to  the  Rev.  Coetus.  an 
sign  subordination  to  your  Rev.  Classis,  and  relinquish  their  call  on  the  candidatf 
Mr.  Schoonmaker.  (Henricus  Schoonmaker,  recently  licensed  by  the  America 
Classis.) 

2.  When  this  was  refused  his  Rev.  then,  under  the  said  pretended  authorit 
(from  Rev.  Classis)  declared  the  Consistory,  whose  lawfulness  had  never  been  die 
puted,  to  be  no  Consistory. 

3.  He  then  chose  a  new  Consistory,  with  the  aid  of,  and  from  the  minority  of  th 
common  members  of  the  church,  and  ordained  them  to  their  office  on  the  same  daj 
Upon  this  followed  the  closing  and  the  breaking  open  of  the  church  doors  and  othe 
foolish  acts. 

Esteemed  Brethren,  we  hope  that  these  things  will  not  be  connived  at  by  you 
Revs.,  lest  they  be  kept  up  and  repeated.  If  so,  application  may  have  to  be  mad 
to  our  blessed  Sovereign,  (George  III),  and  on  investigation  made,  whether  th 
authority  of  a  Church-Assembly,  living  under  a  different  Civil  Power,  can  be  tdei 
ated.  when  such  devastations  are  committed  among  the  subjects  of  his  Majeatj 
We  heartily  wish  that  this  may  never  become  necessary,  for  then  reasons  woiil< 
be  given  why  all  correspondence  with  the  Church  of  the  Netherlands  should  b 
forbidden. 
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We  remain.   Right  Rev.    Sirs  and   Brethiipii,   after  wishing   the  most  precious 
Ootpel  biesaings  from  the  Lord,  upon  your  Revs.'  persons,  families  and  congrega- 
tiona— we  remain, 
lonr  Kevs.  Brethren. 

In  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  Rev.  Coetus  of  New  York 
and  New  Jersey. 

Jacob  R.  Hardenbergh,  President,  pro  tern. 
David  Marinus,  Secretary,  pro  tem. 
Done  in  the  Coetus  Assembly  held  at  Haclsensack,  October  8,  1764. 

P.  S.  Since  the  above  mentioned  circumstance  of  what  occurred  at  Flshkill,  we 
Itare  received  information  that  domlnes  Fryenmoet  and  Cock  have  done  the  same 
thing  at  Pqughkeepsie. 

Correspondence  From  America. 

Rer.  Lambertus  De  Ronde  to  Rev.  Winoldus  Budde,  Oct.  13,  1764.   (Vol.  33,  page  82.) 

Bererend  Sir  and  highly  esteemed  Brother: — 

Tonr  highly  respected  communication  of  April  0,  1764.  together  with  that  of  the 
Ber.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  of  June  4,  reached  me  in  the  latter  part  of  September. 

I  am  obliged  to  your  Rev.  and  to  the  Rev.  Classis  for  the  course  you  have  pursued 
la  the  examination  and  approbation  of  my  "  System  ".  I  am  sorry  that  I  omitted  to 
mention  in  my  book,  the  Eternal  Procession  of  the  Holy  Spirit  from  the  Father  and 
the  Son.  It  was  not  omitted  because  I  am  at  variance  with  the  doctrines  of  our 
Chnrch  upon  this  point  Far  from  it.  But  I  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  mention 
^▼ery  point  in  such  a  brief  Compendium,  inasmuch  as  I  am  accustomed  to  elaborate 
*Pon  all  these  points  in  my  catechetical  Instruction,  expecting  that  others  who 
■Ifht  teach  from  it,  would  do  the  same.  However,  I  am  prepared  to  fulfill  the 
Rqnlrements  of  the  Rev.  Classis ;  and  for  that  purpose  I  have  already  composed  an 
tppendix,  which  can  l>e  inserted  at  the  end  of  the  book.  In  this,  I  have  treated  the 
point  above  referred  to,  by  itself,  that  I  might  conclusively  show  my  sound  orthodox 
'^'Uef  In  regard  to  It.     I  shall  forward  it  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 

Should  the  Rev.  Classis  judge  that  the  book  of  Marshall  (on  Sanctlfication)  does 
'^  belong  under  their  Jurisdiction.  I  shall  be  resigned  to  their  decision.  I  have 
•Wven  to  keep  watch  over  the  pure  doctrine.  I  think  In  common  with  many 
orthodox  theologians,  that  It  Is  not  In  accordance  with  our  Confession  of  Faith.  I 
^ope  the  Lord  will  abide  with  his  people  through  His  Spirit  of  truth,  that  he  may  be 
** worshiped    in    spirit    and    In    truth  ".     Although    I    understand    the    sentiments 

•^pressed  in  that  book,  In  the  Knglish  language,  yet,  since informs 

oe  that  It  is  also  extant  In  Dutch,  I  would  feel  greatly  obliged  to  you,  if  you  would 
'•''^  a  Hutch  copy  to  me.     I  will  gladly  pay  the  charges  upon  It. 

^'  feeards  the  condition  of  our  Church  affairs,  we  forwarded  the  record  of  our 
'^^^^^cdlnjfs  before  the  receipt  of  the  Acta  Synodl.  The  opposition  of  the  so-called 
^tus  still  continues.  And  It  especially  grieves  my  colleague  (Ritzema)  and  myself 
^  *^  that  our  new  Colleague,  Laldlle,  Joins  with  them  in  their  insubordination  to 
^*  Rey.  Classis.  This  produces  much  discord  in  our  Consistory,  and  prevents  the 
•^•fclse  of  brotherly  love.  I  do  not  understand  how  things  can  go  on  In  this  way ; 
^t  ministers  in  the  same  congregation  should  he  at  variance  with  each  other  upon 
JJJ^iniportant  a  point,  as  proper  subordination ;  for  an  Independent,  we  cannot  call  a 
^ther  under  the  constitution,  much  less  treat  him  as  brother  in  matters  relating 
^  the  Church,  or  its  congregations.  How  shall  this  turn  out?  We  hope  that  the 
7*^'  Classis.  in  virtue  of  1i«t  r.uthority.  will  Interfere;  otherwise  I  apprehend  great 
^*TOrd  among  us. 

'^rther  I  beg  the  continuance  of  your  friendly  and  brotherly  correspondence.  I 
**  now  obliged  to  lay  down  my  pen,  on  account  of  lack  of  time.  Wishing  you  all 
^^Perity,  I  remain. 

Rev.  Sir,  and  highly  esteemed  Brother, 

Your  Rev's,  humble  servant  and  brother, 

Lambertus  De  Ronde. 
^•w  York,  October  13,  1764. 

^'  8.    Do  not  take  it  amiss  in  me,  that  I  recommend  to  you  the  enclosed. 
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Church  of  New  York. 
Exchange  of  lots.     Thanks  for  ornaments. 

New  York,  October  IS,  1764. 
ConBlstory  held  etc 

It  was  resolved  to  exchange  the  lot  now  in  possession  of  Mr.  Jno.  Croek,  for  the 
one  which  the  said  Croek  has  bought  of  Philips,  bordering  upon  the  charch  yard; 
and  that  writings  be  reciprocally  given  for  the  said  lots.  And  that  after  the 
exchange,  Philips  shall  still  be  allowed  to  rent  the  said  lot  till  it  shall  be  required 
by  the  consistory ;  and  that  his  building  thereon  shall  then  be  removed. 

Ordered  that  the  President,  in  the  name  of  Consistory,  give  hearty  thanks  to  Mr. 
Recorder  Simon  Johnson,  Cornelius  Clopper  and  Jufvrow  Catharina  Lawrence  for 
their  candlesticks,  or  copper  keronen ;  and  to  Mr.  Anthony  A.  Rutgers  for  his  dial 
hands,  for  the  use  and  ornament  of  the  New  Church. 

Signed  etc.. 


Indemnities  for  Those  Involved  in  Church  Litigation* 

Vaults. 

New  York,  October  81st,  1764. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God*s  name. 

The  deed  of  Charles  Philips  for  the  lot  of  ground  opposite  the  charch  yar^ 
bordering  on  Kerk  street,  was  examined,  and  ordered  to  be  placed  on  the  ProtoeoL 
For  the  value  of  said  lot,  a  deed  was  given  to  Mr.  Jno.  Croek,  for  the  ground  which 
he  has  now  in  possession  from  the  church ;  so  that  these  lots  are  mutually  exchanged, 
and  the  said  Croek  has  satisfied  Philips  for  his  lot 

It  was  thought  proper  to  request  the  incoming  new  consistory,  to  give  to  the 
persons  who  have  been  arrested  by  Abel  Uardenbrock,  a  proper  writing  under  the 
seal  of  the  church,  relieving  them  from  all  costs,  which  now  or  hereafter  may  be 
incurred,  on  account  of  the  civil  process  in  defending  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
our  constitution  at  the  election  of  consistory  in  1763.     [See  Jan.  7,  1765.] 

It  is  further  thought  fit  that  the  persons  who  have  bought  or  may  yet  buy 
ground  for  vaults  in  the  yard  of  the  New  Church,  shall  receive  good  and  sufficient 
writings  for  the  same,  but  on  the  same  conditions  as  at  present;  and  for  this 
purpose  forty  or  fifty  copies  of  such  an  instrument  shall  be  printed. 

Signed  etc., 

A.  Laidlie,  p.  t.  President. 

Seats.     The  IIarpe^'dixg  Lots. 

New  York,  November  14,  1764. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

1.  William  Lupton  showed  that  he  had  bought  a  seat  In  the  New  Church  for  his 
wife,  in  pew  No.  ..,  formerly  the  seat  of  her  father,  Brandt  Schuyler;  but  that 
Abel  Uardenbrock  Jr.,  refused  to  let  him  use  the  said  seat.  This  statement  being 
considered,  it  was  resolved  that  the  wife  of  William  Lupton  was  the  rightful  heir 
of  said  seat  and  should  occupy  it  unhindered  ;  and  Montanye  is  ordered  to  make  this 
known  to  said  Hardenbrock,  that  there  he  no  disturbance  herein  during  worship. 

2.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  lease  the  yet  unleased  lots  of  the  ground  of 
Mr.  Harpendlng,  but  not  finally  until  after  the  consistory  has  approved.  Committee 
to  be  Jno.  Brevoort,  Evert  Bancker,  Jakobus  van  Zandt.  Abram  Lott,  Rem 
Rappelye. 

3.  That  henceforth,  the  Deacons  in  the  New  Church  shall  rise  in  their  places 
without  the  bag,  and  after  the  rekommatle  of  the  poor,  shall  go  out  from  their  places 
to  collect. 

Signed  etc., 

A.  LaldUe,  p.  t  President. 
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'ISCBIPTION  OF  AX.BANT  AND  M  Ay  NEB  OF  THE  INHABITANTS. 

-From  Mrs.  Grant's  Memoirs  of  an  American  Lady,  pages  32,  33. 

The  Dutch  aad  English  Churches. 

1TQ4 — ^The  city  of  Albany  stretched  along  the  banks  of  the  Hudson;  one  very 
and  long  street  lay  parallel  to  the  river,  the  intermediate  space  between  it 
^^A    the  shore  being  occupied  by  gardens.    A  small  but  steep  hill  rose  above  the 
centre  of  the  town,  on  which  stood  a  fort,  intended  (but  very  ill  adapted)  for  the 
"^^esice  of  the  place,  and  of  the  neighboring  country.     From  the  foot  of  this  hill, 
Uo^lier  street  was  built,  sloping  pretty  rapidly  down  till  it  Joined  the  one  before 
Bm Cloned  that  ran  along  the  river.     This  street  was  still  wider  than  the  other;  it 
^nM    only  paved  on  each  side,  the  middle  being  occupied  by  public  edifices.    These 
consisted  of  a  marlcet-place,  or  guard-bouse,  a  town  hall,  and  the  English  and  Ehitch 
cb^^T'ches.     The  English  church,  belonging  to  the  Episcopal  persuasion,  and  in  the 
diooese  of  the  Bishop  of  London,  stood  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  at  the  upper  end  of 
tb«   street     The  Dutch  Church  was  situated  at  the  bottom  of  the  descent  where  the 
street   terminated ;    two    irregular   streets,    not    so    broad,    but    equally    long,    ran 
parmllel  to  those,  and  a  few  even  ones  opened  between  them.     The  town,  in  propor- 
tion to  its  population,  occupied  a  great  space  of  ground.     This  city,  in  short,  was 
a  ^Ind  of  semi-rural  establishment;  every  house  bad  its  garden,  well,  and  a  little 
frees  behind;  before  every  door  a  tree  was  planted,  rendered  interesting  by  being 
coeval  with   some  beloved  member  of  the  family ;  many  of  their  trees  were  of  a 
prodigious  size  and  extraordinary  beauty,  but  without  regularity,  every  one  planting 
the  kind  that  best  pleased  him.  or  which  be  thought  would  afford  the  most  agreeable 
iftuide  to  the  open  portico  at  his  door,  which  was  surrounded  by  seats,  and  ascended 
by  a  tew  steps.     It  was  in  these  that  each  domestic  group  was  seated  in  summer 
evenlngi  to  enjoy  the  balmy  twilight,  or  the  serenely  clear  moonlight.     Each  family 
^*A  I  cow,  fed  in  a  common  pasture  at  the  end  of  the  town.     In  the  evening  the 
^^^  returned  all  together,  of  their  own  accord,  with  their  tinkling  bells  hung  at 
^>ir  necks,  along  the  wide  and  grassy  street,  to  their  wonted  sheltering  trees,  to  be 
nilked  at  their  master's  doors.     Nothing  could  be  more  pleasing  to  a  simple  and 
'ittcvolent  mind  than  to  see  thus,  at  one  view,  all  the  inhabitants  of  a  town,  which 
contained  not  one  very  rich  or  very  poor,  very  knowing  or  very  ignorant,  very  rude 
^  very  polished,  individual ;  to  see  all  these  children  of  nature  enjoying  in  eaay 
"•'^'^iice,  or  social  intercourse, 


«« 


The  cool,  fragrant,  and  the  dusky  hour," 


^'othe^  In  the  plainest  habits  and  with  minds  as  undisguised  and  artless.     These 

■'^mitlTe  beings  were  dispersed  in  porches,  grouped  according  to  similarity  of  years 

^  Inclinations.     At  one  door  were  young  matrons,  at  another  the  elders  of  the 

2^^^,  at  a  third  the  youths  and  maidens,  gayly  chatting  or  singing  together,  while 

'  ^b  lldren  played  round  the  trees,  or  waited  by  the  cows,  for  the  chief  Ingredient 

their  frugal  supper,  which  they  generally  ate  sitting  on  the  steps  in  the  open  air. 

I      picture,  so  familiar  to  my  imagination,  has  led  me  away  from  my  purpose, 

J^^   was  to  describe  the  rural  economy,  and  modes  of  living  in  this  patriarchal 

Other  Items  in  17C4. 

^'^^n.  ?  Father  Eoland  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.     Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y. 
*^-   ed.  IV.  215. 

-M^arch  22.     Philip  Jonathan,  schoohnaster  at  Canajoharie,  to 
8^  Wm.  Johnson.     Doc.  Hist.  N".  Y.  IV.  216. 

Aug.  20.     Dr.  Barclay  died.     Sketch:  Dix.  Trinity  Or.  305-6. 
S^pt.  17.     Mr.  Weyman,  printer  of  Indian  Prayer  Book,  to  Sir 

Vxn  Johnson.     Doc.  Hist.  K  Y.  IV.  217. 
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Sept.  27.  Montauk  Indians  claim  to  be  civilized  and  Christi  i 
ized,  and  ask  to  be  treated  as  citizens,  to  hold  lands,  etc  I> 
Hist.  N.  Y.  m.  236.  Difficulty  of  getting  reliable  Indian  tei 
mony.     pp.  237-8. 

Oct  24.     Eev.  Wheelock  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.     Doc.  Hist 
Y.  IV.  217. 

Nov.  27.     Printer  (of  Indian  Prayer  Book)  to  Sir  Wm.  Jo 
son.     Doc.  Hist  N.  Y.  IV.  219. 

Dec.  5.     Indians  (Jirected  to  sue  in  chancery.     Doc.  Hist  N. 
m.  238. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies.     About  Jan.  1765. 

Supplement  to  the  Letter  of  June  21,  1764.     Vol.  33,  page  80, 
No.  349.     This  supplement  is  dated  Sep.  4,  1764. 

II.  To  this  letter  was  added  a  second,  dated  New  York,  Sept  4,  1764,  signed  bf 
the  same  (RItzema  and  De  Ronde)  in  which  they  inform  as  how  Rer.  Mejor, 
minister  at  Kingston,  explained  to  his  consistory  that  the  subordination  to  the 
Classis  is,  by  virtue  of  the  letter,  (a  copy  of  which  in  the  English  language  is 
herewith  enclosed),  to  be  looked  upon  as  one  that  must  have  been  agreed  t» 
yoluntarily.  Concerning  this,  they  request  that  the  Classis  should  state,  in  a  word, 
that  it  demands  no  other  subordination — which  is  a  matter  of  course — than  the  out 
which  accords  with  this  letter. 

III.  Finally,  a  letter  to  Rev.  W.  Budde.  dated  July  8  and  Sept  7,  1764,  s^ned 
by  Rev.  Ritzema.  This  contains,  as  the  chief  matter,  a  suggestion,  that  it  might  be 
for  the  best  Interests  of  the  New  York  churches,  if  the  Rev.  Classis  would  qnalify 
two  or  three  candidates  for  the  service  in  the  New  Netherland  churches,  without 
assigning  them  to  definite  places.  These  then  could  be  sent  thither  by  the  newly 
adopted  method. 

Further :  a  request  that  the  call,  sent  in  behalf  of  Queens  County,  shonid  be 
offered  to  a  competent  person  as  soon  as  possible ;  as  there  is  danger  in  delay  for 
that  church. 

CiruRCii  OF  Xew  York. 
The  TTarpending  lots.     Rev.  De  Ronde's  house.     Indemnities. 

New  York,  January  7,  1765. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

1.  The  list  of  the  grounds  (lots)  of  Harpending  was  presented.  By  this  the  half 
lot,  of  No.  13,  and  the  lot  No.  14,  appeared  in  possession  of  Jno.  Cowdry.  It  was 
agreed  that  he  should  hold  them  to  the  year  1770,  and  pay  £10.  yearly  free  of  all 
taxes.  No.  84  is  built  upon  with  three  houses ;  it  was  resolved  to  sell  the  premises 
to  the  highest  bidder,  who  shall  pay  £15.  ground-rent,  yearly,  to  the  church.  No. 
90,  a  part  of  the  lot  occupied  by  Mr.  Nortrup,  had  £10.  a  year  for  two  years  offered 
for  It.     This  was  agreed  to. 

2.  Since  Luke  Ament  is  indebted  over  £40.  ground  rent,  and  cannot  pay,  as  he 
says :  Resolved,  That  if  he  do  not  make  full  satisfaction,  the  house  shall  be  sold 
and  the  ground  leased. 

3.  Joseph  I'aalding,  being  indebted  between  £40.  and  £50.,  Jno.  de  Peyster  is 
directed  to  take  a  Bond  for  it 

4.  Domlne  de  Ronde  suggested  to  the  consistory   that  he  would  like  to  dwell 
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tg^tn  tn  tbe  city,  and  reqnested  them  to  proyide  him  a  hoase.  To  this  they 
leplled  that  he  must  look  out  for  a  hoase  for  himaelf ;  and  pay  for  it  out  of  hla 
■ila.1T.  according  to  what  the  consistory  had  given  yearly  for  salary  and  house  rent. 
T%e  resolution  of  the  consistory,  October  Slst,  1764,  respecting  the  indemnifying 
f  tMie  consistory  of  the  year  1763,  whose  members  were  arrested  by  Mr.  Abel  Harden- 
rook,  was  taken  up  by  the  Ruling  Consistory.  It  was  resolved  to  give  them  a 
"Tl^lnK  of  indemnity,  and  in  the  action  against  Hardenbrock,  a  committee  was 
n'o^ted  to  fee  the  lawyers,  and  defend  the  church's  cause  to  the  uttermost. 
CMzamlttee :  Philip  Livingston,  Jno.  Brevoort,  Abraham  Lott,  Jakobns  Van  Zant, 
lid  any  others  whom  they  may  request  to  aid  them. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Ritsema,  p.  t  President 

New  York,  January  . .  1765. 

I>oinlne  Kern,  the  minister  of  the  High  Dutch  Church  in  this  city,  presented  a 
request  that,  since  the  wall  of  their  church  had  given  way,  so  that  they  could  not 
bold  service  there  without  extreme  danger,  they  might  use  our  church  between  the 
times  of  worship.    This  was  agreed  to. 

Tbe  committee  on  the  law  suit  requested  that  money  might  be  borrowed  by  the 
Tttasarer  for  the  fees,  since  there  was  nothing  in  the  treasury.    This  was  agreed  to. 

J.  R. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Letters. 

1765,  Jan.  8th.  Art.  5.  The  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  have 
received  a  bundle  of  papers  and  letters  from  New  York  dated  June 
7i  wad  September  1764.  Also  eight  days  later  a  second  package  of 
letters.    Subsequently  still  a  third  package  of  letters,     xiv.  19,  20. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Lettebs. 

1765,  Feb.  4th.  Art.  3.  The  Kev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  re- 
port that  they  have  received  a  letter  from  New  York,  from  Eev. 
Kitzema,  dated  October  3,  1764.  In  this  the  subordinate  Assem- 
"v  (Conf erentie)  requests  permission  to  qualify  some  candidates, 
*^d  as  such  to  send  them  over,  and  at  the  same  to  advance  the 
nioneys  necessary  therefor. 

The  Classis  judges  that  they  must  be  answered  that  their  re- 
quest in  respect  to  sending  over  the  candidates  is  indeed  granted ; 
»>^ttljat  in  regard  to  the  moneys,  the  Classis  itself  must  ask  certain 
Parties  hereabouts  (for  permission  in  respect  to  this  matter.)  xiv. 
22, 23. 

(De  Ronde.     Hakdenbero.     Meyer.     The  Coetus.) 

Art.  3.  A  letter  from  Rev.  de  Ronde  of  New  York,  dated 
October  13,  1764,  in  which  he  professes  his  orthodoxy  as  to  the 
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doctrine  of  the  Procession  of  the  Holy  Ghost.     He  will  e] 
himself  more  fully  in  regard  to  it  in  a  concluding  note  (to 
book),  and  send  over  a  copy.     (See  Acts,  April  2,  1764.) 

A  letter  from  Jacob  Rutsen  Hardenberg,  President,  and  Da^vric 
Marinus,  Clerk,  dated  October  3,  1764,  (of  a  Coetus,  held)  stl 
Hackensack,  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  effect  a  "  Church  Fede: 
tion'*  (with  the  Church  of  the  Netherlands,)  owing  to  cei 
reasons,  stated  in  that  letter  at  length.     (See  letter.) 

The  Classis  judges  that  the  four  Messrs.  Doputati  should  diiXj 
confer  with  each  other  more  fully  about  this  important  matt^^^ 
and  also  consult  with  other  brethren  who  may  be  acquainted 
this  whole  business;  and  also  if  it  be  deemed  necessary,  to 
council  of  an  intelligent  lawyer,  (about  the  legal  relations  oi  ^ 
Dutch  Church  in  a  British  Colony,  seeking  to  form  a  "  Fedei 
Union  "  with  its  Mother  Church  in  the  Netherlands ;)  and  if  po^^ 
sible  to  bring  in  a  report  (pre-advice)  at  the  next  Classis;  anc 
then  finally  to  write  a  letter  to  the  same,  (the  Coetus.) 

A  letter  from  Hermanns  Meyer,  of  Kingston,  dated  October  25, 
1764,  embracing  matters  of  the  sanue  import. 

The  Rev.  Depp,  read  a  letter  to  the  Coetus  of  New  York  which 
was  approved  to  be  forwarded,     xiv.  23. 

The  Ci^vs.sis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Coxferentie,  Feb.  4th, 

1765.     Vol.  31,  Page  226,  No.  151. 

To  the  Rev.  Assembly  of  Ministers  and  Elders  sabordlnate  to  the  Rev.  ClassU  of 

Amsterdam, 

Rev.  Sirs  and  Much-beloved  Brethren : — 

1st.  We  inform  you  that  we  have  received  the  followinff: — 

A.  From  the  brethren  who  remain  subordinate  to  the  Classis,  several  bundles 
of  writings,  some  of  them  in  the  latter  part  of  17G4. 

In  the  beginning  of  November  In  that  year,  a  package,  enclosing  a  letter  from 
Revs.  Rltzema  and  De  Ronde,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  ministers 
and  Elders  subordinate  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  dated  New  York,  June  21st 
1764.  We  examined  the  proceedings  of  that  Assembly,  after  those  who  call  them- 
selves  the  Coetus  had  taken  leave.     [See  .Tune  20,  1764.] 

We  received  also  two  other  packages  in  addition : 

a.  The  first  on  Nov.  16,  1764,  with  the  proceedings  of  censure  upon  Rev.  Van 
Hovenberg,  with  all  the  documents  belonging  to  that  case;  also  a  letter  of  the 
[same  date]  of  the  Rev.  Gentlemen^  Fryenm\)et,  Meyer  and  Cock,  dated  July  25,  1764. 

b.  A  second  package  which  we  received  Dec.  16,  1764,  containing  a  call,  [sent 
to  be  filled  by]  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  may  by  authority  of  the  Consla- 
torles  of  the  four  combined  congregations  of  Poughkeepsle,  Flshkill,  [New]  Hacken- 
sack and  Hopewell,  with  the  request  that  the  Classis  would  speedily  supply  them 
with  a  learned  and  pions  minister  who  also  accepted  faithfully  the  true  Chnrch 
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Order.— TiilB  docnment  was  accompanied  by  a  long  letter  from  Rev.  J.  C.  Fryenmoet, 
dated  Poughkeepsie,  Oct  8rd  1764,  containing  an  account  of  the  anion  of  the  four 
wnjregations.  and  how  they  had  sent  over  the  call,  with  many  inducements. — In 
•<Mltion  to  this  we  received  a  letter  on  Jan.  19,  1765,  written  by  Revs.  RiUema 
"d  De  Ronde.  and  dated  New  York,  Oct.  3  &  13  (?)  1763,  in  which  they  requested 
■■  to  tend  over  some  qualified  persons  for  the  ministry  in  New  York.     This  also 
l*^«>  08  assurance  as  to  De  Ronde's  views  in  reference  to  the  Holy  Spirit. 
B.  We  have  received  from  the  brethren  who  call  themselves  the  Coetus, 
On  Jan.  8,   1765,  a  package,  enclosing  a  letter  in  the  Name  of  the  Coetus  of 
^•w  Tork  and  New  Jersey,  and  signed  by  the  gentlemen  Hardenberg  and  Marlnut, 
"•«  stood :   (?)   in  our  Coetus  at  Hackensack,  Oct.  3,  1764,  with  some  papers  con- 
^los    their   plans.     At   that   time   the   Classls  also   received  a   letter  from   Rev. 
Hirdenberg,  dated  Raritan,  Oct.  12,  1764. 

On  Jan.  27,  1765  the  Classls  received  a  letter  from  Rev.  Herman  Meyer,  writing 
to  bis    Individual   capacity,   dated   Kingston,  Oct.   25,   1764.     All   these   documents 
"•»•  more  or  less  reference  to  the  communications  of  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam, 
^^    Jan.   11th  and   Oct.   3rd   1763,  concerning  the  difficulties  which  are  by  no 
iDctDB    new,  and  to  which  we  had  already  noticed  allusions  in  your  letter. 
2od    Our  answer  to  all  the  above  mentioned  topics  here  follows : 
^  Oonceming  your  own  communication  and  the  brethren  who  remain  subordl- 
"»te  to   our  Classls. 

'°  S^neral,  It  was  a  matter  of  great  Joy  to  us  that  you  adhered  to  the  resolution 
<tf  the  Classls  and  Synod,  notwithstanding  the  delay  of  the  Acts  of  the  Synod  of 
North  Holland.  These  were  sent  early  enough,  but  did  not  reach  yon  as  soon  aa 
^7  oxight.  But  it  was  a  matter  of  grief  to  us,  that,  although  all  the  brethren 
■*Mmt>i-^  together  both  of  the  Conferentle  and  of  the  Coetus,  [June  10,  1764,]  the 
^*^^^^  «oon  withdrew  on  account  of  certain  considerations  which  they  thought 
^^'Vht  first  to  be  referred  to  the  Classls  and  to  the  Synod.  Thus  all  our  efforts 
•Bd  I^tMrs,  and  the  former  resolutions  and  acts  of  approval  of  both  the  Classls 
■***  ^*^«  Synod,  have  resulted  In  nothing  whatever. 

^^  'Were  especially  astonished  at  the  conduct  of  the  Rev.  Leadley  (Laldlle).  He 
^^  ^^ceived  a  plain  expression  of  opinion  from  us  concerning  the  duty  of  sub- 
^^'^^'^^^lon  to  the  Classls.  He  had,  moreover,  signed  the  Formulas  of  Unity,  and 
P''*''**^^  to  keep  up  the  correspondence  with  the  Classls.  This  was  proved  by  the 
mppl^mentary  action. 

^^^  respected  colleague.  Rev.  Budde,  was  astonished  at  your  statement  as  to 
^f^^  Hev.  Hardenberg  had  said  in  reference  to  his  opinion  as  to  the  brethren  of 
^*  C?o«tus.  But  such  a  statement  is  quite  opposite  to  the  feeling  of  his  heart  as 
^|^«  the  utterances  of  his  mouth.  Indeed,  he  said  just  the  contrary,  that  the 
'**^*^wi  who  remained  subordinate,  performed  their  duty.  He  was  also  Informed 
^^  TTtrecht  that  Prof.  Rlstman  had  never  said  such  a  thing  as  you  mention, 
m^ly^  that  Prof.  Bonner  had  expressed  himself  on  this  matter.  He  expressed  no 
"P^loti  except  on  the  subject  of  subordination. 

^^  general :  The  Classls  will  fill  the  call,  of  the  four  congregations,  for  a  mlnls- 
'  btit  at  present  there  Is  no  opportunity  to  do  so,  as  no  qualified  person  has 
J^^  "*>e€n  found  willing  to  go  to  New  York.  This  grieves  us.  We  have  been  not 
I'^ttle  anxious  about  the  Call  of  Queens  County,  sent  us  long  ago.  We  had, 
_  ^^^,  found  a  certain  person,  and  the  call  had  been  presented  to  him ;  but  we 
^^'^^  subsequently  under  the  necessity  of  withdrawing  It  again,  on  account  of  a 
^  ^tcion  which  arose  concerning  his  bad  character.  This  ended  this  effort  to  send 
j^J^^**llfied  person  to  the  churches  of  New  York  for  the  present ;  yet  we  will  cheer- 
^  'y    fulfill   the  request,   especially.   If  you  will   take  it  upon  yourselves  to  supply 

^  ^oney  through  some  of  your  correspondents  outside  of  Classls. 
-^**^   order  to  overcome  the  difficulty  of  finding  suitable  persons,  we  have  inserted 
^^  •^Ivertlsement  In  "  The  Boekzaal  **  that  there  was  vacant  churches  In  New  York, 
^  that  calls  were  In  our  possession ;  that  we  desired  to  learn  of  those  who  were 
lllug  to  oflTer  themselves  for  this  field.     We  also  added  that  the  divisions  existing 
^e  Church  made  the  call  the  stronger  and  louder.  **  Come  over  and  help  us." 
^  ^^   reference  to  your  request   in   behalf  of  the  well-educated   young  gentleman, 
Tj^kker,  who  Is  not  strong  in  health,  the  Classls  will  not  oppose  it.     As  a  proof 
?^^«r  generosity,  she  will  admit  him  to  the  Holy  Service,  praying  God  to  qualify 
"•"^  for  so  important  a  work. 
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In  reference  to  the  accuBations  brought  up  against  Rer.  Berbryck,  the  Classl 
ia  unable  to  form  a  Judgement  inasmuch  as  he  is  a  Coetus  brother.  The  elrcui 
stance  that  the  Subordinate  Assembly  (tne  Conferentie)  has  censured  thirty  diffei 
ent  households,  without  due  form  of  process, — ^this  is  a  matter  that  needs  to  b 
investigated,  and  if  they  are  not  proven  guilty,  they  must  be  restored.. 

The  Classls  approves  the  Act  in  reference  to  the  miserable  Van  Hoerenberi 
Our  advice  is,  if  he  does  not  repent,  the  censure  must  be  eo&tlna«l;  tmt  do  nc 
bring  matters  to  a  final  deposition  before  he  has  gone  to  extremes. 

In  reference  to  the  case  of  the  old  minister,  Brickzon,  who,  by  his  conduct  ha 
rendered  himself  useless,  the  Classls  cannot  consider  his  case,  as  he  does  nc 
belong  any  more  under  their  Jurisdiction.  Before  the  grave  closes  over  his  gra 
head,  may  God  grant  unto  him  the  spirit  of  true  humiliation,  with  reconciliatio 
through  the  blood  of  Christ. 

B.  In  reference  to  the  communication  of  the  Coetus  brethren,  and  the  new  mat 
ters  of  consideration  proposed: 

The  Classls  might  rightly  hold  herself  to  the  resolution  passed  upon  thot 
brethren,  expressed  in  the  letters  of  Jan.  11th  and  Oct.  8rd,  1763;  bat  we  wi 
encourage  you  (them?)  to  follow  the  example  of  the  Subordinate  Assembly,  whlc 
maintains  itself  in  its  present  position,  and  from  which  there  has  never  been  an] 
thing  required  inconsistent  with  the  civil  oath.  An  objection  about  such  a  mattei 
with  all  the  alarm  excited  in  connection  therewith.  Is  indeed  far-fetched. 

The  Classls  has  determined  once  again  to  give  her  opinions  on  the  matters  o 
consideration  suggested  by  the  brethren  of  the  Coetus;  but  this  time,  finally,  an* 
on  condition  that  they  will  send  us  a  (final)  answer.  But  attention  to  this  has  • 
far  been  postponed,  inasmuch  as  we  received  the  letters  of  the  Coetus  brethra 
too  late  to  attend  to  them  at  this  session.  But  this  duty  will  be  performed  at  th 
next  meeting  of  our  Classls  in  April,  when  a  final  decision  will  be  given,  whid 
we  will  also  communicate  to  you.  At  any  rate,  brethren,  you  may  hold  youraeive 
to  our  former  resolution,  and  shape  your  action  thereon.  The  Lord  who  govern 
all  hearts,  and  who  knows  the  thoughts  of  our  souls,  the  God  of  peace  and  o 
good-order  in  his  house,  grant  you. peace  in  all  things,  and  grace  in  order  that  yoi 
may  have  peace.  May  He  ever  be  with  you,  making  you  steadfast,  that  you  maj 
abound  in  every  work,  knowing  that  our  work  will  not  be  in  vain  in  the  Lord 
Grace  be  with  you. 

We  remain  with  all  respect  and  brotherly  affection,  Rev.  Sirs  and  Much-belove< 
Brethren, 

Tour   obedient   servants   and  brethren, 

Winoldus  Budde,  Depp.  CI.  h.  t.  Praesls. 

Job.   Ealkoen,  * Scrlba. 

In  our  CHasslcal  Assembly, 
Amsterdam,  Feb.  4,  1765. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Archibald  Laidlie,  Fbxb 
4,  1765.     Vol.  31,  Page  221).     Xo.  152. 

To  Rev.  Archibald  Leadly,  minister  at  New  York, 

Rev.  Sir  and  Beloved  Brother  : — 

Notwithstanding  the  satisfaction  which  the  Classis  feels  at  the  zeal  yon  hav 
exhibited  in  the  Church  of  New  York,  she  would  have  been  still  more  pleased,  if  yo 
had  personally  corresponded  with  our  Assembly.  We  wish  this  all  the  more,  becaos 
we  have  learned  from  letters  that,  instead  of  unity  with  the  Rev.  gentlemex 
Rltzema  and  De  Ronde,  in  seeking  to  heal  the  divisions  which  exist,  and  whie 
the  Classis  expected  of  you,  you  have  actually  withdrawn  yourself  from  subordint 
tion  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.  But  was  It  made  plain  to  you  when  you  starte 
for  New  York  thst  you  were  to  remain  subordinate  to  us?  Did  you  not  subacrib 
our  Formulas  of  Unity,  as  is  the  custom  with  all  ministers  when  about  to  b 
Installed  In  distant  countries?  Did  you  not  promise  to  keep  up  correspondence  wit 
the  Classis  of  Amsterdam?  At  any  rate,  the  Acts  of  the  Classis  of  December  t 
1763,  a  session  presided  over  by  Rev.  De  lisnge,  cannot  err  in  this  matter,  and  the 
read  as  follows: 
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Th^  English  minister  De  Longneyllle  together  with  his  colleague,  after  the 
was  pronounced,  exhibited  to  this  Assembly  instruments  of  dismission  of  the 
Lesdly.  from  the  Collegium  Qualifaotum,  and  from  the  English  Consistory  at 
riiiAliing.  as  well  as  from  the  Classis  of  Walcheren.  All  these  documents  were 
iitiacfactory.  We  requested  further  that  the  said  Rey.  Archibald  Leadly  should  be 
iBvtmlled  here  (in  Amsterdam)  for  the  holy  serrice  of  the  Church  of  New  York. 
Th«  JUsembly.  on  the  ground  of  the  resolution  of  the  Classis  of  Oct.  3,  1763,  approved 
ttls.  The  President  ofBciated  at  the  installation,  after  which  the  Pormulas  of 
Uial^7  were  signed  by  the  said  minister,  whereby  he  promised  to  keep  up  the  cor- 
KSKXindence  with  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam." 

I>car  Brother,  the  state  of  affairs  being  such  as  it  is,  the  Classis  hopes  you  will 
be  sa  man  of  your  word.  Is  the  chasm  of  discord  not  wide  enough  already?  What 
will  be  the  end  of  such  vexations  and  wickedness?  Oh!  that  all  would  humiliate 
th^sMiselves !  that  every  hill  and  mountain  might  be  leveled,  and  crooked  ways  be 
■ia.^«  straight !  The  Lord  grant  that  your  heart  may  be  inclined  to  work  for  peace 
and  anlty.  With  this  desire,  we  remain. 
Tours  with  respect  and  affection. 

Consider  us.  Rev.  Sir  and  Beloved  Brother, 
In  the  name  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 
Your  obedient  servants  and  brethren, 

Winoldus  Budde,  Depp.  CI.  h.  t.  Praesls. 
Joh.   Kalkoen,  "        "     "    "  Scriba. 

lia  tun  Classical  Assembly,  Amsterdam,  Feb.  4,  1765. 


Thb  Classis  of  Amstekdam  to  Rev.  L.  De  Eonde,  Feb.  4, 1765. 

Vol.  31,  Page  230.     No.  153. 

^  Rev.  Lambertus  De  Ronde,  Minister  at  New  York, 

^•^.  Sir  and  Brother  :— 

Tbe  Lord  be  your  Sun  and  Shield  as  well  as  your  Great  Reward !     In  the  midst 

^  Ui«  many  bad  reports  which  we  hear  from  New  York,  the  Classis  was  happy  to 

?***^e  a  writing  from  your  hand,  dated  New  York,  Oct  18,  1764,  which  reached  us 

J^  19,  1765.     The  Classis  is  satisfied  with  your  position  respecting  that  important 

j^lne,  the  "  Procession  of  the  Holy  Ghost  from  the  Father  and  the  Son."    We 

^  Pleased  with  the  statements  which  you  make  on  this  subject    We  expect  from 

^   •till  profounder  productions  and  a  **  System  "  of  more  comprehensive  grasp. 

I'^^tkank  yon  also  for  being  satisfied  with  the  opinion  which  we  expressed  on  the 

^^    of  Rev.  Marshall  (on  Sanctiflcation).    This  book  with  one  in  the  Dutch  lan- 


^»  we  send  you  as  a  brotherly  present  though  a  small  one. 

^ould  that  many  brethren  in   (the  Province  of)    New  York  were  of  the  same 

^''^^te  disposition  which  we  discover  In  your  writings.    Thus  loving  the  Lord,  they 

^'^  seek  more  earnestly  for  peace  and  truth.     May  the  Lord  enable  you  still 

^^     deeply  to  sympathize  with  the  crosses  of  Zlon,  and  bestow  you  wisdom  and 


.  ,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  enable  you  to  help  build  up  the  broken  walls  of 

^'^^••lem.    With  this  hope,  we  remain, 


Yours  with  respect  and  consider  ourselves, 
Rev.  Sir  and  Brother 

In  the  name  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 
Your  obedient  servants  and  brethren, 

Winoldus  Budde,  Depp.  CI.  h.  t  Praesls. 
John  Kalkoen,  **        "     "    "  Scriba. 

^  ^xip  Gasslcal  Assembly,  Amsterdam,  Feb.  4,  1766. 
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Testimony  as  to  a  Cebtain  Sermon  of  Rev.  H.  Meyeb,  o^ 
Kingston,  by  Certain  of  his  Opponents.     Feb.  9,  1765. 

On  Feb.  0th,  1765,  his  text  was  John  XVIII.  12,  18. 

His  exposition  was  that  Jesus  In  consequence  of  the  crafty  consultatJons  of  AobUi 
Calaphas  and  the  Jewish  Council  was  taken  bound  and  led  away  first  to  Annas,  tben 
to  Calaphas.  The  reasons  for  this  were — that  it  was  expedient  that  one  man  dto 
for  the  people,  and  that  these  consultations  were  held  mostly  by  night. 

In  his  application  he  said,  that  it  was  a  matter  of  lamentation  that  proceedlnsii 
like  these  were  known  among  ourselves,  that  they  held  secret  consultations  against 
the  righteous  and  that  with  persons  who  like  Annas  and  Caiaptius  had  prevlonsly 
made  op  their  minds — that  It  was  good  that  one  man  be  taken  by  craft  be  led  away 
and  bound — that  the  Judges  were  partial  such  as  they  well  knew  would  glre  the 
decision  upon  their  side.  And  the  Consistory  and  Chardi  were  to  be  comptrea 
with  the  band,  and  chief  and  servants,  and  that  these  consultations  were  held  by 
night  and  by  day  but  principally  by  night  because  they  were  works  of  darkness  and 
shunned  the  light. 

This  is  about  the  sense  and  import  of  his  words  as  he  uttered  them,  as  oar  signa- 
tures testify. 

Jacobus  Eltlnge 
Adriaan  Wynkoop 
Willem  Bltinge. 

Address  of  Rev.  John  Eitzema  to  the  American  Churches, 
Feb.  28,  1765;  When  he  also  Published,  in  Connection 
Therewith,  Certain  Extracts  from  the  Acts  of  thb 
Synod  of  North  Holland,  ITeld  at  Edam,  JuLt  26— Auo. 
4th,  1763. 

A  Necessary  Address  to  the  Dutch  Reformed  Churches  in  the 

Provinces  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey. 


It  Is  with  the  deepest  regret,  Worthy  Brethren  and  Slaters  In  the  Lord,  that 
learn  that  for  a  long  while  past,  the  decisions  of  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  as 
well  as  that  of  the  Very  Rev.  Christian  Synod  of  North  Holland  held  at  Edam,  July 
26-Aug.  4.  1763,  have  been  constant  topics  of  general  discussion,  but  with  reej 
little  regard  to  truth.  Those  decisions  related  to  matters  pertaining  to  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Churches  in  this  part  of  the  world.  The  discussions 
ran  as  If  the  Classls  and  the  Synod  had  arrogated  to  themselves  powers  incompatible 
with  the  conditions  here  In  America,  of  loyal  subjects  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain ; 
yea,  Incompatible  even  with  the  very  nature  (aart)  of  the  Netherland  Church  itself. 
And,  by  the  spread  of  such  opinions,  It  has  been  sought  to  perpetuate  the  discords 
(verwljderingen)  which,  alas!  exist  In  different  communities,  unto  the  Injury  and 
confusion  of  many  as  well  as  the  general  disturbance  of  the  peace. 

If  this  state  of  things  were  confined  to  the  bounds  of  our  own  Church,  the  con- 
sequences would  not  appear  to  be  so  serious.  But  others,  who  have  nothing  to  do  with 
our  Church  and  Its  Constitution,  receive  therefrom  wrong  Impressions,  and  thus  havs 
the  opportunity  afforded  them  to  worry  the  very  life  out  of  us,  [literally,  to  root 
Into  our  very  bowels,  in  onze  ingewanden  te  wroeten],  and  even  to  accuse  the 
Classls  of  Amsterdam  of  Injustice,  as  well  as  the  Synod.  Nevertheless,  I  am  assured 
that  all  such  as  do  not  wish  to  form  mere  partizan  judgments,  but  just  ones — which 
course  alone  is  worthy  of  a  Christian,  If  he  would  not  willingly  subject  himself  ts 
the  just  condemnation  of  God — I  am  sure  that  all  such  must  abhor  such  a  course^ 
and  be  convinced  of  the  entire  justice  of  those  ecclesiastical  decisions.  The  neces* 
sity  of  this  Address  has  also  Its  further  conflcmatlon  in  those  statements,  wld»^ 
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•od  In  conflict  with  the  truth,  which  have  been  laid  even  before  lawyers,  but  which, 
tor  sniOeient  reasons,  I  shall  not  now  bring  into  the  light. 

I  do  not  wish  now  to  detain  you  with  a  very  long  Address,  much  less  to  review 

^th  jou  the  very  elaborate  correspondence  of  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  In 

ngard   to  these  matters.     Those  letters  are  in  our  hands  or  in  the  hands  of  other 

^thren,  and  may  be  consulted  by  those  who  are  interested  in  them.     But  I  only 

wiah    to  say  this  much :     That  our  churches,  from  their  first  organization  in  this 

P*^  of  the  world,  have  stood  in  a  relation  of  subordination  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of 

^n^terdam.     Such  subordination  has  also  at  all  times  been  acknowledged,  without 

^e   al lightest  contradiction,  by  all  the  churches   in  both  these  Provinces,  as  may 

^^■'ly  be  shown  from  innumerable  letters. 

^ben,  then,  the  request  was  made  that  an  Ecclesiastical  Assembly  might  be  held 
^  tbla  country,  such  a  one  as  actually  existed  for  many  years  under  the  name  of 
"  ^ti«  Coetus  **,  and  in  which  no  business  was  to  be  handled  except  such  as  wa« 
■^Ictly  ecclesiastical,  so  that  Unity  of  Faith,  and  Purity  of  Doctrine  and  Discipline 
"^^^t  be  conserved  among  us — when  that  request  was  made,  the  Rev.  Classis  of 
^''^^terdam  which  had  always  considered,  and  does  yet  consider  us  as  belonging  to 
^^^  ^ody,  did,  as  early  as  the  year  1739,  give  permission  to  hold  such  an  Assembly, 
l>^t  under  the  following  express  conditions : 

^  That  care  must  be  taken  that  in  such  Coetus  no  Judgment  should  be  passed  on 
^^  doctrines:  and  neither  should  a  preparatory  nor  a  final  exfamination  for  candi- 
^^t«a  and  ministers  be  held ;  for  these  were  matters  which  the  Synod  of  Dort  had 
'••^ifed  for  the  action  of  the  respective  Classes,"  etc. 

Now  was  not  the  Coetus  actually  organized  upon  that  basis?     Have  not  all  the 

^'^thren,   without  distinction,  who  have  been   united  with  us  In   that  one  Body, 

"^^^scribed  to  these  conditions,  together  with  the  other  Articles?    Yea,  have  not  four 

^  the  brethren,  three  of  whom  are  still  living,  shown,  or  at  least  desired  to  show, 

tbeir   approval  of  that  subordination,  by  subscribing,  when  the  Coetus  Book  wa« 

P^c«d  In  their  hands,  although  the  disruption  of  our  dear  Church  of  the  Father- 

^^>^*  had  already,,  in  fact,  begun — have  they  not  shown  that  they  were  inclined  to 

^^t  subordination  ?     For  they  subscribed  to  those  Articles,  which  constitute  *'  The 

'^damental  Rules  of  the  Coetus,*'  together  with  the  later  legislation.     Neverthelen, 

^^99  same  brethren  do  now,  with  others,  oppose  the  decision  of  the  Ycry  Ber* 

^rlatlan  Synod.     What  else,  then,  are  they  doing,  except  to  prove  that  they  have 

^odoned    the   accepted    Confession?    And    although    they    do    not    publicly    seek 

*iU«t«nce,    (En  to  geen  hulp  in   de  poorten  zoeken)    yet  they  cause  the  slmple- 

j^d«d  to  understand  that  they  are  oppressed  in  reference  to  their  Christian  liberty. 

^|*^«Tthelefl8,  the  Rev.  Classis  and  the  Synod  demand  nothing  else  than  is  con- 

"*^^tit  with  onr  Constitution,  (Constitutie),  and  to  which,  every  one  when  entering 

*^*^  the  Sacred  Ministry,  or  In  Joining  the  Coetus,  bound  himself,  confirming  It  by  a 

*^**k^n  subscription. 

^ow  did  not  those  brethren,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  they  had  solemnly 
^"••-libed  to  the  contrary,  license  four  csndidates,  two  of  whom  are  now  engaged 
^^^e  active  service  of  the  ministry,  and  two  of  whom  have  died?    And  we  are  now 
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.  for  the  sake  of  peace,  to  recognize  them.  This  request  we  have  never  wlth- 
r^^^^4  (tegengestaan),  setting  forth,  however,  these  limitations,  that  such  proeeed- 
.  ^^  must  not  be  repeated.  But,  how,  then,  can  a  reasonable  person  consider  it  an 
/^^^tice,  if  the  Rev.  Classis  withdraws  from  correspondence  with  those  who  are 
^^^ tiling  to  abide  in  the  fellowship  of  that  Church,  to  which,  for  the  maintenance 
■* — "■  Order,  they  voluntarily  bound  themselves  by  their  subscription?     I  boldly 


'^t  that  there  is  no  injustice  therein.     For  the  Rev.  Classis  does  not  persecute 

^     one  in  this  matter,  but  only  declares  what  it  thinks  of  such  persons.     If,  now, 

,^^t»ters  can  persuade  themselves,  and  churches  are  willing  to  agree  with  them, 

^«is  over  from  a  National  Church,  to  an  Independent  Church,  we  allow  that  the 

V^^^^nsibllity  for  such  a  step  rests  with  themselves.     If  they  do  not  appreciate  the 

^Ifter  of  such  a  course,  we  wish  from  the  bottom  of  our  hearts  that  they  may  come 

.J^^e  it,  and  recover  themselves  therefrom  before  it  becomes  too  late. 

^^nt  some,  perhaps,  may  say,  that  they  are  not  under  the  same  bond  of  obligation 

"^"^  are,  because  the  ministers  who  have  been  ordained  by  them,  and  those  who. 


^J^*ti  time  to  time,  may  be  ordained  by  them,  have  not  subscribed  to  those  Articles. 
^^^%  is  also  the  case  with  some  who  came  in  later,  and  who,  probably,  have  sub- 
^^M»d  to  some  Ecclesiastical  Judicature  here,  In  this  country;  Just  as  a  certain 
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minister  wrote  me  that  he  had  organised  a  new  chnrch,  on  the  basis  of  tbm  Bym 
of  Dort  and  the  Formulae  of  Unitj  of  the  Netherland  Chnrcli,  bot  ondar  a  Chan 
Judicatory  of  this  coontry.  Be  that  as  it  may.  Let  them  be  Indepandcnta  wl 
desire  it.  Bat  we,  certainly,  most  be  carefal  how  we  recognise  them  as  brvtlir 
of  onr  Order. 

It  is  for  such  reasons,  then,  Brethren  and  Sisters  In  the  Lord«  that  we  here' 
communicate  to  you  this  whole  business  as  it  was  discussed  and  decided  In  t 
Synod  of  North  Holland,  (in  1768).  We  hope  that  the  effect  may  be  that,  er 
if  the  brethren  who  differ  from  us  should  persist  in  their  purpose,  the  congregatloi 
nevertheless,  may  be  enabled  to  Judge  of  these  matters  for  themselves;  and  th 
they  refrain  from  speaking  evil  of  those  whom  they  must  all  recognise  as  **  Fathc 
in  Christ " ;  and  whom  they  should  obey,  in  the  Lord,  as  those  who  hare  so  lo 
watched,  and  are  still  watching  for  the  welfare  of  our  churches. 

I  am,  with  all  respect. 

Yours  in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 

Joannes  Bltsema. 
New  York,  Feb.  28,  1765. 

Article  4th  of  the  Acts  of  the  Synod,  1763. — CoMifissio 
OF  Rev.  Jacob  K.  TTakdenbero  to  the  Synod,  and  Appoin* 
MENT  OF  Committee  to  Report  on  his  Request. 

Hereupon  the  Rev.  Jacob  Rutse  Hardenberg,  V.  D.  M.  of  Old  Raritan,  In  Ni 
Jersey,  was  admitted.  His  Rev.  was  provided  with  proper  credentials  from  t 
Church  there.  He  then  presented  a  certain  request  to  this  High  Church  Aasembl 
which  was  further  urged  in  a  letter  from  the  said  Coetus. 

The  investigation  of  this  matter  was  referred,  with  the  consent  of  their  Not 
Mightinesses,  to  a  Committee,  consisting  of  the  Revs.  Van  Royen,  Van  Assen,  Yi 
Bycken  and  Hanssen,  besides  the  representative  elders  from  Haarlem  and  Bnkhnyse 
These  gentlemen  were  requested  to  favor  this  Assembly  with  their  advice. 

Article  48. — ^Report  of  the  Committee. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  investigate  the  affairs  of  the  Church  of  New  Yoi 
of  which  mention  has  been  made,  report  to  this  High  Rev.  Church  Assembly,  th 
they  have  read  the  documents  placed  in  their  hands  concerning  this  matter,  by  t 
worthy  Rev.  Johannes  de  Lange,  Extraordinary  Deputy  of  the  Classls  of  Amsterdai 
and  have  the  honor  to  offer  this  advice  to  this  Synod,  after  they  have  glTsn  i 
account  of  what  was  done  in  committee. 


The  Action  of  the  Classis  op  Amsterdam  ;  also  Cbrtai 

Documents. 

I.  As  to  the  matter  relative  to  the  proposition  of  those  who  still  style  themselv 
the  Coetus: 

1.  They  were  informed  in  the  name  of  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  according  to 
resolution  of  the  Classls,  of  Oct.  4th,  1762,  Act  6,  of  the  scorn  and  disdain  put  up* 
the  Classis  and  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  by  Johannes  Leydt,  minister  at  N< 
Brunswick,  in  New  York,  (New  Jersey?),  in  a  pamphlet,  entitled  **  True  Liberty  t 
Way  to  Peace  ",  published  in  Philadelphia,  in  the  year  1760,  according  to  Chur 
Order,  after  previous  examination.  Among  many  others,  some  leading  passag 
were  read  to  them.  These  the  Rev.  Classls  consigns  to  the  bosom  of  the  very  Bi 
Synod,  leaving  the  judgment  thereon  entirely  to  the  Synod. 

2.  There  was  also  read  to  them  the  advice  of  the  Deputies  on  Foreign  Affairs 
the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  in  the  matter  of  Rev.  Jacob  Rutse  Hardenberg,  minis! 
at  Old  Raritan  in  New  Netherland.     The  main  import  of  this  Is  as  follows:     Th 
the  said  Rev.  Hardenberg  appeared  before  the  Deputies  on  Foreign  Alfairs,  as  ai 
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MtbMQoently  he  was  present  in  tbe  Clasals  immediately  preceding  this  Synod,  and 

vvsas  famished  with  letters  of  authority  from  those  ministers  who  still  style  them- 

>tlT«s  the  Coetns.     These  were  signed  by  Samuel  Verbryck,  President  and  Johannes 

Ltydt^    Secretary,  ministers  at  Tappan  and  New  Brunswick.     By  virtue  of  his  said 

OwmntMsion,  he  proposed  to  them  the  following  quettlon : 

Proposition  of  the  Coetus  to  the  Cl.vssis. 

'^^bether  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  might  not  resolve  to  change  the  New  York 
Coe^ix^  Into  a  Classis,  with  power  to  license  candidates  and  ordain  ministers  in  that 
coiui^rj;  and  also  whether  the  Classis  would  not  advise  the  Conferentie  Assembly 
to  <flL^vor  the  change  of  the  Coetus  into  a  Classis;  giving  as  a  reason  for  such 
rMinests,  that  this  would  be  the  best  means  for  putting  an  end  to  all  the  alienations 
mU^  divisions  there,  and  of  again  uniting  tbe  ministers  and  Consistories  in  that 
couA^Tir  into  one  Body. 

T^«  Deputies  having  earnestly  considered  this  proposition,  were  (salvo  mellorl)  of 
opinion  that  the  above  mentioned  requests  could  not  by  any  means  be  granted. 

1.    **  Because  this  business  is  already  '*  Judicata  " ;  that  this  project,  devised  by 

c^taUn  ones  in  New  York,  to  change  the  Coetus  into  a  Classis,  and  also  to  establish 

an  Academy  there,  had  been  already  rejected  both  by  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  in 

two  emphatic  letters,  the  one  dated  Dec.  9,  1755,  signed  by  Revs.  W.  Peyffers,  Presi- 

^^t,  and  R.  Schutte,  Scriba;  the  other  dated  April  5,  1756,  signed  by  Revs.  R. 

fichutte,  (President),  and  J.  Boskoop,  Scriba.     It  has  also  been  rejected  by  tbe  Synod 

^  North  Holland,  which  emphatically  confirmed  the  action  of  the  Classis  in  the 

J«ars  1756  and  1757." 

^  **  Because,  since  that  time,  no  change  for  the  better  has  occurred,  which  might 

"^^9  the  Classis  to  change  its  opinion ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  matters  have  become 

"J^  Worse;  for  the  alienations  and  divisions  have  very  much  increased,  and  the 

^^Qiess  between  the  two  parties  has  become  greater;  indeed,  to  such  an  extent, 

^^  ^^'V.  Leydt,  in  his  pamphlet,  above  mentlond,  has  not  hesitated  to  treat  with 

^^  ^x&d  to  injure  most  painfully  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  and  the  Synod  of  North 

_^uiii^.     At  the  same  time  he  maintains,  in  every  way,  that  the  Coetus  has  the 

/J^  fco    license  and  ordain,  thus  trying  to  destroy  all  subordination  to  the  Classis, 

^*  ''^tt^ead,  to  introduce  a  condition  of  complete  Independence." 

^B  r«^iy  ^  ^tiig  pamphlet,  the  Conferentie  Assembly  has  published  another.  In 
^1.  tt&^  Kev.  Leydt  is  not  only  opposed,  but  the  right  to  license  and  ordain  for 
^||^^^i:mrch,  is  acknowledged  to  belong  to  tbe  Classis  of  Amsterdam  alone. 
fJ^*^  Also  declare  themselves  perfectly  satisfied  in  remaining  subordinated  to  the 
r*"^  «f  Amsterdam ;  and,  in  a  letter,  request,  that  the  Classis  would  pronounce  a 
"^  A^^^gion  on  this  whole  business ;  declaring  that  otherwise,  they  would  be  com- 
^"^   ^o  address  themselves  directly  to  the  Synod. 

Action  of  the  Classis. 

Its  n!^^  mature  deliberation  the  Classis  took  action  In  that  matter,  and  charged 
^  ^X^iitles  to  communicate  the  same  in  two  letters ;  one  to  the  Conferentie  Assem- 
^T|  ^^^^  one  to  those  who  styled  themselves  the  Coetus.  The  Deputies  discharged 
ji^  ^^^^.  and  in  both  letters,  showed  in  detail,  that  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  alone 
Q^      ^-^  right  to  license  and  ordain   for   the  New  York   churches,   and   that  that 

.  ^^  *  and  also  the  Coetus.  are  legally  subordinated  to  it.     This  was  proved  : —  ' 
jjj  '     *    S*rom  the  old  "  Constitution  "  which  governed  that  region  when  it  was  under 
jjj^.^'^^:strol  of  the  West  India  Company.     At  that  time,  It,  like  all  other  colonies  of 
.^    ^^^>mpany,  was  subordinated  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  and  received  from  it 
*Y^?^^»ters." 

*      *    From  the  condition  In  which  that  region  remained,  after  It  came  under  the 

V?*^      of  Great  Britain."     For,  at  the  Surrender  of  that  region,  Sept.  8,  1664,  the 

^JJ^^^'tng  was  expressly  stipulated  and  agreed  to:     Art.  8:  "The  Dutch  residents 

v^   ^liall  retain  and  enjoy  liberty  of  conscience  In  Religion  and  Church  Discipline." 

~\X2:  "All   public  documents  and  proofs  relating  to  any  one's  inheritance,   op 

^*'*'^h  government,  diaconate  or  orphan's  court,  shall  be  carefully  preserved  by 
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those  who  have  them  in  charge."  In  this  same  condition  thia  region  conttniMd  by 
Tirtue  of  the  definite  Peace  Treaty  between  the  King  of  Great  Britain  and  their 
High  Mightinesses,  the  States  General,  in  the  year  1667,  Art.  9. 

8.  **  From  the  Fundamental  Articles  upon  which  the  Coetua  was  allowed  and 
organized.  In  these,  it  was  expressly  stipulated  that  it  should  remain  aubordlnatetf 
to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.*' 

4.  "  From  the  constant  practice  and  acknowledgements,  even  on  the  part  of  those 
of  New  York,  confirmed  by  the  action  of  the  Synod  in  the  years  1756,  1757,  1758.** 

6.  **  For  all  these  reasons  the  Deputies,  (salvo  maliori)  do  resolve,  that  the  Clasala 
must  not  only  now  persist  in  its  views,  but  also  not  in  any  respect  depart  therefrom ; 
and  that  it  ought  to  announce  this  fact  to  Rev.  Hardenberg;  and  also  add,  that  In 
case  the  Coetus  was  determined  to  proceed  in  the  course  already  pursued,  the  Claasia 
would  be  compelled  to  break  off  all  correspondence  with  them,  and  to  leave  them  ta 
themselves;  so  that,  should  they  at  any  subsequent  time,  experience  the  injurious 
consequences  of  their  separation,  they  would  have  themselves  only  to  blame,  and  be 
onable  to  make  the  excuse  that  they  had  not  been  warned.*' 

This  reported  advice  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  adopted  by  a  nnanimona  Tote,  and 
changed  it  into  a  Classical  Resolution. 

Letter  From  the  Conferentlb. 

The  Committee  ad  banc  causam,  have  also  read  a  letter,  dated  June  8,  1768, 
written  by  Rev.  Johannes  Ritzema,  minister  at  New  York,  in  the  name  also  of  his 
Colleague,  De  Ronde  and  two  other  ministers,  Van  Slnderen  and  Rubel,  the  rest  of 
the  members  belonging  to  the  Conferentie  Assembly  not  being  able,  on  account  of  the 
great  distance,  to  be  present  on  such  short  notice.     In  this  letter  they 

1.  "  Make  known  that  on  the  5th  of  June  they  had  received,  and  on  the  7th  bmd 
read,  the  package  of  letters  sent  to  them  by  the  Rev.  Classis." 

2.  **They  thank  the  Rev.  Classis  for  the  advice  given  on  the  matter  in  dispute; 
believing  that  the  Rev.  Assembly  had  taken  the  matter  in  its  vital  spot,  and  thus 
paved  the  way  for  the  removal  of  all  dissension  " ; 

8.  **They  declare  in  so  many  words:  We  desire  to  maintain  no  yoke  of  human 
bondage,  but  only  **  good  order  '*,  according  to  divine  and  human  laws,  to  which  we 
have  in  duty  bound  ourselves ;  and  if  it  please  the  Rev.  Classis  as  a  Higher  Assembly, 
to  which  we  are  most  nearly  subordinated,  to  hold  us  to  that,  it  can  assure  itself, 
not  only  of  our  adherence,  without  looking  al>out  to  any  other,  but  also  of  the 
beneficial  consequences  which  will  flow  therefrom  for  the  congregations  in  these 
regions.*' 

4.  "  They  then  close  with  wished  for  blessings." 

Proposition  of  the  Coetus  to  the  Synod. 

Furthermore,  the  Committee  examined  the  letter  which  Rev.  Hardenberg  broaght 
with  him  and  delivered  to  this  High  Church  Assembly,  containing  a  certain  propo- 
sition : — 

"  That  the  Rev.  Coetus,  either  under  the  name  of  Coetus,  or  under  the  name  of 
Classis,  corresponding  and  taking  counsel  with  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 
might  be  ecclesiastically  subordinated  to  the  Very  Rev.  Synod  of  North  Holland,  In 
such  a  way  that  the  Coetus  shall  have  the  right  of  Appeal,  and  other  privileges, 
along  with  other  bodies  belonging  to  the  very  Rev.  Synod,  as  far  as  the  circum- 
stances of  our  great  distance,  and  of  our  belonging  to  another  Power,  will  allow; 
until  the  time,  indeed,  when  the  Lord  shall  have  so  entrusted  his  newly  planted 
Vineyard  in  these  regions,  that  it  might  be  necessary  to  organise  Synodlcal  Assem- 
blies here  (in  America)." 

Views  of  the  Committee  on  This  Proposition. 

The  Committee  believes  that  In  this  Proposition,  the  purpose  of  the  members  of 
the  so-called  Coetus  which  had  long  been  feared,  and  which  they  had  cherished  In 
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All  this  the  ReT.  President  made  known  to  Rey.  Hardenberg  in  emphatic  terms. 
A  copy  also  of  this  action  was  given  to  him,  while  similar  copies  are  to  lie  sent  to  the 
so-called  "  Coetus  "  and  to  the  "  Conference  Assembly.*' 


Conclusion  by  Eitzema. 

Behold,  here,  O  Friends,  the  whole  matter  lironght  onder  your  own  eyes,  word 
for  word,  Jast  as  It  was  trapsacted  In  Synod.  I  might  Justly  add  to  thia.  that 
herein  is  the  public  Justification  of  myself,  in  reference  to  the  charge  of  Rev.  Leydt 
concerning  that  Saugertles  affair.  But,  Inasmuch  as  that  affects  only  myself,  and 
it  satisfies  me  that  Synod  has  Justified  me,  I  shall  not  quote  their  opinion  of  me, 
commendable  though  it  be,  for  I  am  not  seeking  laudable  testimonies  from  men. 

Still,  I  will  not  conceal  what  belongs  to  the  public  matter,  namely,  that  the  Rer. 
Classls,  in  sending  us  the  Acts  of  the  Synod,  was  pleased,  in  an  accompanying  letter, 
to  express  itself  thus : 

**  We  now  send  your  Revs,  herewith  the  Acts  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland, 
recently  held,  in  which  your  Revs,  will  find  the  grounds  whereupon  its  decision  rests, 
more  fully  presented.  Our  request  is,  that  your  Revs,  will  send  this  Act  to  all 
those  brethren  who  remain  subordinated  to  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  and  to  them 
only,  since  the  Classls  can  no  longer  hold  correspondence  with  those  brethren  who 
have  cut  themselves  off,  by  withdrawing  from  the  ancient  and  well-founded  snbor- 
dination.'* 

That  this  agrees  with  the  original,  I  testify,  by  my  signature, 

J.  Rltsema. 
Thi  End. 


German  Reformed  Church,  New  York. 
Laying  of  the  Coraer-stone. 

New  York,  8th  March,   17(16. 

Everything  having  been  prepared  by  the  builders.  Van  Dalsen  and  Peter 
Hendricks,  the  present  as  well  as  the  former  Consistory,  with  the  members  of  the 
congregation  assembled  at  one  o'clock  to  lay  the  first  stone  of  our  said  church. 
This  took  place  in  the  presence  of  a  goodly  company.  The  stone  was  laid  by  our 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Johann  Mlcheal  Kern,  (bom  in  Mannheln,)  with  the  words  of  the 
Patriarch  Jacob :  *'  This  stone,  which  I  have  erected  to  thy  name,  shall  be  called 
the  house  of  the  Lord.**  And  In  conclusion  the  words  of  Jesus,  John  4 :  "  Ood  is  • 
Spirit,  etc.'*  In  the  house  built  upon  this  stone,  the  Word  of  the  Lord  must  always 
be  preached  truly  and  faithfully  according  to  the  Reformed  doctrine  of  Heidelburgh 
and  Switzerland. 

Foundation  stones  were  then  laid  by  every  member  of  the  consistory  and  con- 
gregation present,  with  the  exclamation,  *'  for  a  German  Reformed  Church  !'* 

The  names  of  the  Consistory  under  whose  superintendence  this  church  is  building 
are: 

Johannes  Mayer,  Johannes  Zurchcr,  Heinrlch  Wlederman,  Hetnrlch  ITiUman, 
Heinrich  Croo,  Henrich  Will,  Mlcheal  Houswirk  and  Johannes  Remmy — Elders. 
[See  July  30,  1765.] 

Church  of  New  York. 
Burial  Grounds. 

New  York,  March  21st,  1705. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

A  petition  to  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  etc.,  for  (concerning?)  twelve  lots  of 
ground  belonging  to  the  corporation  to  be  given  on  certain  terms,  for  a  burying 
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vznd.    This  wa«  accepted  and  signed  In  the  name  of  the  consistory,  and  ordered 
sent  to  the  Common  Council  at  the  first  opportunity, 
r.  Welp  came  in,  and  stated  that  the  Deacons  had  decided  that  they  could  not 
^Inne  him  on   the   same  footing  upon   which   he   had   stood  before, — receiving 
rly  from  them  £16.  above  his  Income ;  he  therefore  feared  that  he  would  be  that 
h  behind   the  coming  autumn.     He   therefore  humbly  asked.   Inasmuch   as  the 
school  was  so  poor,  and  his  recording  the  names  of  baptized  children  had 
greatly  diminished,  that  the  consistory  would  please  to  provide  some  other 
.    This  the  Consistory  considered  favorably,  and  ordered,  that  inasmuch  as  he 
been  appointed  Catechist,  and  Consoler  of  the  Sick,  the  £16.  should  on  this 
Cr«>und  be  allowed  him. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Ritzema,  p.  t  President 

New  York,  March  29,  1765. 
^^^nialatory  held  after  calling  on  Ood*s  name. 

'^-Bother  petition  to  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  was  presented  for  a  certain  piece 
^  Cronnd  belonging  to  the  corporation,  which  was  farther  described  in  the  Peti- 
^^^^"■^ :  when  it  lay  In  the  Vlakte,  how  It  was  bounded  etc.  It  was  thought  fit  that 
*  ^^Miamlttee  should  be  appointed  to  present  this  petition  to  the  council,  and  to 
^2^*^^  with  them  on  a  committee  of  their  number,  on  the  exact  terms,  and  to  report 
"^•*«oxi  to  the  consistory  for  approval.  This  committee  consists  of  Alderman 
^^^^^x&Cston,  Anthony  Ten  Eyek,  Evert  Bancker,  and  Jakobus  Van  Zandt. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Ritsema. 


Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

of  the  Deputies.     April  4,  1765.     Call  of  the  Rev.  Isaao 
Rysdyck.     April  4,  1765.     Vol.  24,  Pa^es  104-6. 

Xn  the  Name  of  the  Most  High  Triune,  Holy  and  Adorable  God,  Amen. 

^tinsmuch  as  the  pure  preaching  of  God's  Holy  Word,  in  conjunction  with  the 
work  of  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  is  the  true  means  ordained  of  God  to  lead 
srs  from  their  misery  to  eternal  salvation ;  and  whereas  we  have  now  for  a 
time  been  deprived  of  the  stated  ministry  of  the  Word,  yet  realize  its  necessity ; 
^^    laave  taken  it  to  heart  to  put  forth  means  to  secure  the  same : 

^lierefore,  we,  the  undersigned,  elders  and  deacons  of  the  four  combined  congre- 

K^tlona  of  Pishklll,   Pooghkeepsle,    (New)    Hackcnsack  and  Hopewell,   In  Dutchess 

0>«uity,  in  the  province  of  New  York,  met  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord ;  and  after  calling 

^^  Bis  Holy  Name,  took  into  earnest  consideration  the  matter  of  a  call.     We  unani- 

''^'^^•ly  resolved  to  send  over  and  charge  the  High  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  with 

^^    lousiness  of  this  call ;  that  they  should  send  us  a  lawful  Pastor  and  Teacher, 

^   exercise  faithfully  among  us  the  sacred  ministry  of  the  Gospel,  according  to 

™    requirements  of  God*s  Holy  Word,  and  the  doctrine  and  Church  Order  accepted 

Y    ^®  Netherland   Reformed   Church,   according  to  the  Synod  "of  Dordrecht  held 

^">o  Domino,   1618-1619: — Even   as   we  do  also  actually,   by  these   presents,   call 

^^^    came  minister,  which  the  High  Rev.   Classis  of  Amsterdam  shall  send  to  us, 

^       ^bo  shall  with  his  own  hand  sign  this  call  in  the  presence  of  the  High  Rev. 

^■•la  or  of  Its  Deputies  ad  Res  Exteras,  on  the  following  terms : 

.  .       In  general,  he  shall  perform  all  the  duties  of  the  Gospel  ministry,  diligently, 

^*^^iil]y.   and   with  edification.     These   consist   in    the  public   calling  upon   God's 

"*^*»    and  the  pure  preaching  of  God's  Word,   plainly  expounding  the  same,  and 

JI^T^^f^lly  applying  It ;  in  administering  the  Holy  Sacraments  of  the  New  Covenant, 

^^^^ing   to   Christ's   institution ;   In   exercising   church-discipline,   thus   using   the 

pT*  ^t  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  diligently  and  wisely,  in  conjunction  with  the  Rev. 

^*^***tory ;   in  visiting  the  sick ;  and  further  in  doing  everything  that  belongs  to 

^  <>Qlce  and  the  duty  of  a  faithful  overseer,  pastor  and  teacher  of  Jesus  Christ, 

*^^  Of  His  Church. 


I 
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-2.  In  particular:  He  sball  serve  tbese  cbarches  in  anch  a  way,  that  daring  tha 
aiz  eammer  months  he  shall  preach  twice  on  each  Lords  Day;  in  the  forenoon  on 
a  freely  chosen  text  from  God's  Holy  Word;  and  in  the  afternoon  he  shall  follow 
the  lead,  (leldraad,  guide)  of  the  Heidelberg  Catechism;  but  during  the  six  winter 
months,  but  once  (each  Lord's  Day ;)  but  also  on  the  Feast  Days  of  Christmaa,  New 
Years  Day,  Easter,  (Paasch),  Whitsunday  (Pinxter),  and  Ascenalon  Dfty,  as  IS 
customary  in  the  Beformed  Churches.  He  shall  also  hold  catechisations,  aa  often 
as  he  and  the  officers  shall  deem  useful  and  edifying.  As  regards  the  preaching 
turns:  these  shall  occur  in  rotation  from  one  church  to  the  other,  so  that  all  tha 
four  churches  shall  enjoy  the  exact  fourth  part  of  the  services,  excepting  that  Hopd> 
well,  falling  short  In  salary,  the  same  shall  be  made  up  by  Poughkeepsie ;  for  which 
Poughkeepsie,  in  proportion  to  that  extra  money,  shall  enjoy  more  services  than 
Hopewell. 

8.  He  shall  administer  the  Holy  Supper  of  the  Lord  twice  a  year  at  Ponghkeepale, 
and  once  in  each  of  the  three  other  churches ;  and  so  much  oftener  as  he  and  the 
Consistory  shall  deem  the  same  to  be  edifying. 

4.  He  shall  perform  house-visitation  once  a  year  in  all  the  four  congregations, 
at  such  time  as  it  shall  seem  proper  to  him  and  the  consistory. 

5.  The  Reader  (Voorleser)  In  each  church  shall  keep  a  record  of  the  children 
who  are  presented  for  baptism. 

Hereunto,  and  for  the  accompilshment  of  the  same,  do  we,  the  undersigned  mem- 
bers of  the  consistory,  both  elders  and  deacons,  promise,  for  ourselves  and  oar 
(successors)  after  us,  to  perform  and  contribute  on  our  part,  for  him,  so  long  aa 
he  shall  be  our  pastor  and  teacher,   as  follows: 

1.  That  we,  by  virtue  of  this  call,  obligate  ourselves  to  pay  to  him  the  sum  of 
130  pounds,  current  money  of  this  province,  yearly  and  every  year,  to  be  paid  and 
satisfied  from  the  four  churches,  and  in  such  a  manner,  that  Poughkeepsie  shall 
contribute  the  proportion  of  41  pounds,  without  any  burden  (of  the  amount)  from 
either  of  the  other  churches;  in  the  same  way  shall  Fishkiil  and  New  Hackenaack 
each  pay,  yearly  and  every  year,  32  pounds  10  shillings;  and  Ilopewell,  24  pounds; 
each  church  to  be  responsible  for  its  respective  sum,  and  for  this  only.  This,  the 
preacher  shall  have  the  right  to  demand  during  the  said  period  (of  his  pastorate.) 
The  full  salary  shall  begin  from  the  day  when  he  shall  preach  his  installation 
sermon   in   one  of  our  churches. 

2.  He  shall  be  provided  with  such  a  proper  dwelling  house,  and  with  so  mneh 
land  for  garden  and  orchard,  in  one  of  the  congregations  in  which  he  may  choose 
to  reside,  as  is,  at  present,  the  minister's  house,  and  the  amount  of  land  with  it, 
at  Poughkeepsie. 

The  congregations  In  which  be  does  not  reside,  shall  provide  him,  when  he  comes 
to  perform  service  among  them,  with  proper  lodgment  and  necessary  shelter,  free 
of  charge,  so  long  as  his  services  among  them  require. 

4.  He  shall,  upon  the  acceptance  and  signing  of  this  call  in  the  manner  above 
mentioned,  receive  G5  pounds,  to  meet  the  expenses  necessary  for  the  voyage ;  and 
should  those  expenses  exceed  this  sum,  the  remainder  shall  be  paid  him  on  his 
arrival  among  us. 

5.  lie  shall  be  obliged  when  he  accepts  this  call,  to  subordinate  himself  to  the 
High  Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam ;  and  also  to  (become  a  member  of  onr  subordlnats 
Assembly,  (in  America),  and  remain  perpetually  a  member  thereof;  or,  if  he  with- 
draws himself  from  the  subordination  to  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  or  from  oar 
subordinated  Assembly,  this  call  shall  be  null  and  void.  (This  Assembly  In 
America,  in  this  place,  is  the  Conferentie). 

6.  In  case  any  dispute  should  arise  between  minister  and  consistory  or  congre- 
gation, which  may  QoA  forbid,  and  which  they  themselves  cannot  amicably  settle, 
such  dispute  shall  be  referred  to  our  subordinate  Assembly,  according  to  the  decision 
of  which,  we  shall  conduct  ourselves. 

In  this  form,  and  on  these  reciprocal  conditions,  we  entrust  and  deliver  this  call 
to  that  Rev.  Gentleman  to  whom  the  High  Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam  shall  present 
it;  and  who,  in  the  presence  of  the  High  Rev.  Classls,  shall  accept  and  sign  It; 
with  the  hope  and  expectation  that,  under  the  blessing  of  the  Lord,  and  the  wise 
direction  of  the  High  Rev.  Classls,  a  minister  may  soon  come  over  to  us,  in  ths 
fnllness  of  the  blessing  of  the  Gospel.  This  Is  our  wish,  and  onr  prayer  to  God, 
the  Almighty  and  Wise  Governor  of  all  things. 
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this  U  oar  sincere  and  hearty  Intention,  we  attest,  by  these  onr  snbscrlp- 
^tils   third   day   of  October,    1764.     Actum   at   Pongbkeepsie   on   this   date. 
TThe  distance  of  the  two  farthest  outlying  churches  is  13^  English  miles. 
signed  in  my  presence,  as  Moderator, 

J.  Pryenmoet,  V.  D.  M. 
aetas,  48. 


Lawrence  Tan  Kleck, 
Aarts  Middag 
Peter  van  Kleek 
Tobias  Stoutenburg 

John  Swartwont 
John  HoogteiUng 
John  Concklln 
Zacharias  Gamryck 

Isaac  Binkerhoft 
Gysbert  Schenk 
Koert  Tan  Voerhof 
Henry   Philip 

Dirk  Brinckerhoft 
0t>ediah   Ck>oper 
Badolpb  Swartwont 
Conrad  Deple 

Comelins  Luysters 
Peter  Ontwater 

John  Baptist  Kip 
William   Heerman 

Abraham  Adrlaanse 
Oronwel  Tan  DeToort 

Oerrit  Storm 

Abraham  Tan  Vleckeren 


^Elders. 


1 


Deacons. 


^at  Poughkeepsle. 


Elders 


1 


Deacons. 


at  PUhkilL 


Elders 


[ 


Deacons. 


Elders 


Deacons. 


..at  New  Hackensack. 


..at  Hopewell 


»0 


tbore  call,  did  I.  the  undersigned,  after  having  well  understood  the  sense 
^"^rpoee  thereof  accept.  In  the  fear  of  Ood,  and  In  the  presence  of  the  High 
"     ^^lassls  of  Amsterdam. 

(was  signed)         Isaac  Rysdyck. 

I  call  is  approved  by  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  May  6,  1765.     Quod  testatus. 

Jacobus  Tyken,  V.  D.  M.  Amsterdam  and  h.  t.  Clerk. 


CiruRCH  OF  IRew  Yot?k. 

cts  of  the  Trial  between  Abel  ITardenbrook.  plaintiff,  (In  behalf  of  the  Dutch 
S:Mrty  so  called,)  and  the  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Reformed  Protestant 
^ntch  Church  of  the  city  of  New  York,  defendants,  commenced  npon  the  said 
Elders  and  Deacons  refusing  the  other  members  of  the  said  Church **  a  "vote 
^or  Church  officers."     [See  Nov.  11,  1767.] 


Supreme  Court  In  the  City  of  New  York, 

April  Term,  Friday,  26,  1765. 

'^t  eleven  of  the  clock  in  the  morning  came  on  the  trial  of  Abel  Hnrdenbrook, 
P^lntlff,  against  John  Bogert,   Esq.   and  others,   defendants,   when  the  following 
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jury,  out  of  the  panel  which  was  stnick  the  19tii  Inat,  appeared  upon  call,  and  2] 

were  sworn  to  try  the  cause,  namely: 

Samuel  Verplanck,  Thomas  Whit^ 

John  Starr,  Cniger,  John  Shoals, 

David  Clarkson,  William  Bedlow, 

Robert  Griffen,  John  Proyoost,  Esq. 

Lawrence  Kortrlght,  Lewis  Pintard, 

Beverly  Robinson,  Walter  Rutherford. 

**After  a  trial  of  twenty-one  hours,  in  the  course  of  which  many  evidences  were  ^ 

examined,  the  Judge  gave  the  following  charge,*'  (Omitted)  "to  the  jury,  to  bring  ^ 

in  a  special   verdict   upon  matters  of  law,   to  be  determined  by  solid  argument  ^ 

before  the  court,  but  recommended  to  find  three  matters  of  fact  apon  erldcnee^  ^^ 

namely: 

*'l8t.    That  the  plaintiff  had  made  a  lawful  demand  of  his  vote  by  Jacobos  ^ 

Stoutenberg. 

"  2nd.  That  the  majority  of  the  members  assembled  on  that  day.  appeared  to  have  ^, 

been  on  the  side  of  the  plaintiff  to  vote. 

"3rd.  That  the  minister  of  the  Dutch  Church  had  a  vote  In  the  election  for  eld«s 
and  deacons. 

'*A11  which  the  said  Jury  brought  in  accordingly,  as  will  appear  by  the  followtng 
notes,  which  are  exactly  transcribed  from  a  copy  of  Mr.  Bangor,  taken  from  the 
original  verdict  of  the  Jury: 

*'New  York  Supreme  Conrt. 
"Abel  Ilardenbrook  against  John      ) 

Bogert,  Jun.,  Esq.,  and  others.    j[  Notes  of  special  verdict. 

'*The  Jurors  upon  their  oath,  on  the  trial  of  the  Issue  aforesaid,  do  find: 

"Ist.  That  King  Willinni  the  Third,  by  his  letters  patent,  under  the  sreat  seal 
of  the  province  of  New  York,  bearing  date  the  11th  Mny.  in  the  eighth  year  of  his 
said  Majesty's  reign,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1090,  did  grant  unto  the  ministers, 
elders,  and  deacons  of  the  Ueformod  Protostunt  Dutch  Church  of  the  city  of  New 
York— pruut : 

":!nd.  That  the  Lleutenant-GoTernor,  the  rouncll,  and  General  Assembly  of  the 
province  of  New  Vurk,  by  a  certain  net  to  eunl)le  the  minister,  elders  and  deacons 
of  the  Rorormod  Protostniit  I>utch  Chun*h  of  the  city  of  New  York,  to  sell  and 
dispose  of  their  hinds,  tenorneuts.  and  hercditninents,  in  the  county  of  Westchester, 
commwily  culled  and  known  by  the  nnnie  of  the  Manor  of  Fordham,  and  also  for 
granting  nnto  them  nouie  further  liberties  and  privileges  for  the  better  management 
of  their  nlTnirs,  and  the  well  ordering  of  their  said  church,  did  enact— prout: 

"  3rd.  That  his  late  Majesty  King  George  the  Second,  by  his  confirmation  under 
•«»«1.  dated  L*5th  February,  1755,  did  confirm  the  said  act — prout: 

^ka  defendants  were   the  major  part  of  the  elders  and  deacons  of 
-  '^'-^  York,  on  the  third  Thursday  of  October,  1763, 
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That  the  lald  defendants  did  then  and  there  elect,  nominate,  and  appoint 

and  deaconi  of  the  said  chnrch   for  the  year  ensuing,  the  plaintiff  being 

t  at  the  said  church,  without  taking  the  plaintiff's  vote  in  the  said  election, 

'Without  previously,  or  at  any  time  that  day,  proposing  or  naming  to  the  mem- 

or  the  plaintiff  attending  at  the  election,  the  persons  nominated  by  the  defend- 

for  elders  and  deacons  of  the  said  church  for  the  ensuing  year. 

8th.  That  of  the  members  in  communion  of  the  said  church,  and  inhabitants 

ftn  the  said  city,  then  and  there  attending  at  the  said  church,  the  majority 

<llng  to  give  voices  as  members  for  electing  the  elders  and  deacons  of  the  said 

rch  for  the  ensuing  year."     (The  reason  of  this  was,  that  the  members,  on  the 

of  the  Consistory,  did  not  then  attend  in.  a  body  as  they  did  the  following 

*•    to  approve  of  the  election.) 

9th.  That  the  Dutch  churches  in  Holland  are  governed  by  the  rules  established 
national  Synod  of  Dort,  held  in  1618  and  1619. 
0th.  That  the  said  Synod  of  Dort,  by  the  22nd  article  of  the  said  rules,  did 
t>ll8b — prout : 

1th.  That  the  said  Synod  of  Dort  did  at  the  same  time  establish  the  national 

1^     or  confession  of  faith,  the  81st  article  Whereof  is — prout: 

**   X2th.  That  the  usage  of  the  Dutch  churches  in  Holland  respecting  elections  of 

l^^n  and  deacons  has  long  been  for  the  elders  and  deacons,  and  every  minister 

t  at  their  election,  to  elect  their  officers  by  the  majority  of  their  voices,  wlth- 

^he  vote  of  other  members;  and  not  to  propose  the  persons  to  be  elected  elders 

deacons  to  the  members  of  the  churches  respectively  before,  nor  at  the  time 

election,  nor  until  the  Sunday  next  following  such  election,  when  It  Is  the 

to  publish  their  names  to  the  respective  congregations,  and  on  the  two  next 

co«eding   Sundays — each    Sunday   calling  on   the   people   to   object  against   their 

^^^ixa^  admitted  and  confirmed,  if  they  have  cause;  and  the  usage  also  is,  that  if 

good  objection  be  made  and  supported,  the  elders  and  deacons  so  objected  to, 

not  admitted  to  the  office;   but  the  Consistory  judge  of  the  validity  of  the 

ot>j«etions,  and  if  they  conceive  them  sufficient,  proceed  to  a  new  election. 

**  18th.  That  If  no  objections  be  made  by  the  members,  by  the  third  Sunday  after 
^'^^  elections,  the  elders  and  deacons  so  chosen  are  confirmed  In  and  admitted  to 
^dr  respective  offices,  and  that  they  are  not  elders  and  deacons  until  such  con- 
^laatlon  and  admission. 

14th.  That  the  usage  and  practice  with  regard  to  the  proposing,  confirmation, 
*od  admission,  objecting  against  and  setting  aside  of  elders  and  deacons  respectively, 
«  the  said  Dutch  Church  at  New  York,  has  hitherto  been  conformable  to  the  usage 
y^  Itt^ctice  of  the  churches  of  Holland  last  mentioned,  and  that  the  elders  and 
J^con^  of  the  said  Church  In  New  York,  agreeable  to  the  regnilations  of  the 
'"^t^hes  of  Holland  last  mentioned,  are  not  admitted  to  their  respective  offices 
^'  auch  proposal,  made  for  three  successive  Sundays  after  their  election,  and 
^^'^atlon  thereupon. 

^^th.  That  this  province  was  conquered  by  the  Dutch,  and  afterwards,  in , 

Welded  by  treaty  to  the  crown  of  England. 

^ohn  Bogert,  Jr.,  and  others. 
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^^«.  Abel  Hardenbrook.  j 


P  ^Hd  the  jurors  aforesaid,  upon  their  oath  aforesaid,  do  further  say.  that  the 
^^**^ce  of  New  York  is  part  of  the  country  formerly  called  New  Netherlands,  and 
g^"^  ^fore  the  surrender  of  the  same  to  the  crown  of  England,  subject  to  the 
jw    ^*    General  of  the  United  Province  In  Europe,  and  was  settled  by  subjects  to 

4,  States   General. 
Drft*?*^^  That  antecedent  to  the  said  surrender,   there  were  churches  in  the  said 
l^^^^ce,  and  that  all  the  churches  in  the  same  were  supplied  with  ministers  from 
gjj-    Suited  Provinces  of  the  national   established  Church   there,   sent  out  by  and 

^^^^^  to  the  ecclesiastical  government  of  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam. 

p^^^^  That    the    churches    of    the    national    establishment    of    the    said    United 

^r^^^ces  in  Europe,  and  especially  those  within  the  district  of  the  said  Classls, 

^^J[*    Always  had  a  succession  of  elders  and  deacons,  chosen  from  time  to  time  by 

^  ^'^ajorlty  of  the  elders  and  deacons  of  the  said  churches  respectively,  and  mlnis- 

^^  l^veeent,  without  the  voices  of  the  other  members  of  the  same  churches. 


i 
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**  4th.  That  the  Datch  chnrches  in  this  coantry,  antecedent  to  the  said  snrrender, 
were  governed  in  a  manner  conformable  to  the  practice  and  usage  of  the  national 
established  churches  of  the  United  I'rovinces  in  Europe,  and  the  offices  and  places 
3f  the  elders  and  deacons  of  the  same  Save  always  been,  upon  every  vacancy  and 
ivoidance,  supplied  by  the  election,  nomination,  and  appointment  of  the  majority 
:>f  the  elders  and  deacons  in  office,  without  the  voices  of  the  other  members  of  the 
lame. 

"  5th.  That  the  same  government,  usage,  and  practice,  was  continued  from  the 
said  surrender,  in  the  Dutch  Church  of  the  city  of  New  York,  until  the  same  was 
Incorporated  by    the  letters  patent  above-mentioned. 

'*  6th.  That  for  above  sixty  years  past,  after  the  grant  of  the  said  letters  patent 
3f  incon;>oratlon,  there  had  been  a  constant  succession  of  elders  and  deacons  in 
the  said  church,  so  incorporated,  chosen  for  the  time  being,  without  the  Tolces  of 
uiy  of  the  other  members  of  the  same,  in  the  nomination  and  appointment  of 
slders  and  deacons. 

'*  7th.  And  the  jurors  aforesaid,  upon  their  oath  aforesaid,  do  further  find  the 
irticle  of  capitulation  at  the  surrender  of  this  province  in  the  year  1664 — uproot : 

"  8th.  And  the  Jurors  aforesaid,  upon  their  oath  aforesaid,  do  further  say,  that, 
according  to  the  constitution  and  directions  of  the  Reformed  Churches  in  Holland, 
ipproved  and  instituted  by  the  National  Synod  of  Dort,  the  elders  and  deacons  of 
the  said  churches  do,  with  the  ministers  present,  annually  nominate  and  appoint 
the  next  succeeding  elders  and  deacons,  without  the  consent,  approbaticm,  volcs^ 
>r  election  of  any  of  the  other  members  of  the  said  churches,  then  had  in  the  said 
lomination  and  appointment. 

*'  9th.  And  the  Jurors  aforesaid,  upon  their  oath  aforesaid,  do  further  say,  that 
the  plaintitr  in  this  action,  since  the  date  of  the  said  charter,  has  been  nominated 
ind  appointed  three  several  times  to  the  respective  offices  of  elder  and  deacon  of 
the  said  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  of  the  city  of  New  York,  by  the  then 
;>re8ent  elders  and  deacons  of  the  said  church,  without  the  consent,  approbation, 
7oice,  or  election  of  any  of  the  other  members  of  the  said  church,  then  had  in  the 
laid  nomination  and  appointment,  which  respective  offices  he  did  accept  of,  and  act 
In  the  execution  of;  and  that  he  has,  since  the  date  of  the  said  charter  or  letters 
patent,  at  three  several  times  nominated  and  appointed,  together  with  the  elders 
ind  deacons  of  the  said  church,  then  In  office  with  him,  and  without  such  consent, 
ipprobation,  voice,  or  election,  as  aforesaid,  of  the  other  members  of  the  said 
:hurch,   to   succeed  in   said   respective  offices. 

**  10th.  And  the  Jurors  aforesaid,  upon  their  oath  aforesaid,  do  further  say,  that 
it  ^as  the  practice,  usage,  and  custom  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Churches 
In  the  United  Netherlands,  before  and  at  the  time  of  the  said  articles  of  surrender, 
ind  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  in  the  said  letters  patent  of  incor- 
poration mentioned,  ever  since  until  the  day  of  the  exhibition  of  the  plalntifTs  hill, 
ror  the  respective  ministers  for  the  time  being  of  the  said  churches,  on  the  three 
Sundays  next  succeeding  every  respective  nomination  and  appointment  of  the  elders 
ind  deacons  of  the  said  respective  churches,  to  notify  and  declare  such  nomination 
ind  appointment  to  the  several  congregations  in  which  the  said  elders  and  deacons 
were  respectively  nominated  and  appointed.  In  order  to  know  whether  any  of  the 
members  of  tho  said  churches  dissent  from  or  disapprove  of  such  nomination  and 
ippointment,  and  In  default  of  such  dissent  and  disapprobation  to  set  apart,  con- 
Qrm,  and  ordain  such  elders  and  deacons  in  and  to  their  respective  offices. 

"  If  the  law  is  for  the  plaintiff,  we  And  for  the  plaintiff,  and  five  pounds  ten 
Bhilllngs   damages. 

"  If  the  law  is  for  the  defendants,  we  find  for  the  defendants. 

"Filed  26th  April,  1765. 

"New  York.   April  30th,   1765. 

*•  The  preceding,  wrote  on  eight  pages  in  folio,  Is  a  true  copy  of  the  original 
special  verdict  given  in  the  cause,  Abel  Ilardenbrook  against  John  Bogert,  Jr.,  and 
others. 

"  Examined  by  . 


Signed,  Go.   Banyar,  D.  C.  C.   C. 


»• 
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Acts  op  the  Classis  of  Amstekdam. 

(Isaac  Rysdyk.) 

"^65,  May  6th.     Art.  6.     Rev.  Isaac  Eysdyk  upon  a  written 
^t'^aest  from  New  York,  and  in  pursuance  of  a  letter-of-call  serv- 
for  that  purpose,  has  been  called  thither  as  a  minister,  by  the 
isrs.  Deputies  ad  res  Exteras.     This  Assembly  approves  of 
call,  and  he  (Rysdyk)  did  accept  it  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and 
ed  his  name  to  this  effect.     Having  also  been  lawfully  dis- 
^ued  from  his  church  at  Egteld,  and  from  the  Rev.  Classis  of 
el,  he  requests  to  be  installed  in  the  Sacred  Office,  as  minister 
Poughkeepsie,   Fishkill,   (New)   Hackensack  and  Hopewell, 
request  was  granted  him,  and  this  was  done  with  the  prayer 
the  divine  blessing  upon  him.     He  signed  the  Formulae  of 
CUoTicord,  promised  to  correspond  with  this  body,  and  to  conduct 

in  subordination  thereto.     The  copy  of  the  call,  and  the 
tion,  as  well  as  the  recommendation  from  New  York, 
alifidl  be  recorded  by  the  Messrs.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras.     xiv.  28. 

(Coetus  of  New  York.     Boelen.) 

-Art  9.     The  Deputati  ad  res  Exteras  make  known,  1.  That 

^'^^y  have  conversed  together  more  than  onoe  about  a  proper 

*^*B^er  to  the  letter  of  the  Coetus  brethren  in  New  York,  and 

**^o  with  some  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  Classis.     Thev  have 

^^^^^^xd  the  matter,  however,  of  so  much  importance  and  consider- 

i,  that  they  would  rather  postpone  their  pre-advice,  and  their 

fcr  of  reply  based  thereon,  until  the  next  Classis.     2.  Further- 

_  the  Deputies  ad  res  Exteras  report  that  they  have  extended 

^^     call  of  the  four  united  churches  (of  Queens  County)  on  Long 

^^.'nd  (or)  Nassau,  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hermanns  Lancelot  Boelen, 

ister  at  Schoonebeek,  (in  Holland).     He  has  also  accepted  this 

>  and  will  be  installed  in  June  or  July.     xiv.  32. 
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Church  op  New  York. 
Repairs. — Communion  Table. 

New  York.  May  8th.  17©5. 
CoiiBlBtory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

1.  It  was  represented  to  be  necessary  that  the  tower  should  be  pointeil,  and  also 
the  front  of  the  church.  Thereupon  It  was  nnanimonsly  agreed  that  this  should  be 
done,  and  the  work  was  committed  to  the  Chnrch  Masters. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  table  for  the  Lord's  Supper  in  the  New  Cburoh  be  enlarged, 
since  circumstances  reqaire  it. 

3.  Resolved  to  paint  the  inside  of  the  New  Church;  also  the  house  In  which  Luke 
Romme  lives,  and  to  alter  the  chimneys  of  the  same;  for,  on  account  of  the  driving 
down  of  the  smoke,  the  dwelling  is  made  uncomfortable. 

Signed  etc.. 

J.  Ritsema.  p.  t.  Prc^sldent. 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

William  Jaksox. 

1765,  June  3rd.  Art.  7  ad  9.  A  letter  from  Mr.  Nicholas 
Sfichel,  residing  in  this  city,  signed  Amsterdam,  June  1,  1765,  to 
the  Rev.  Kalkoen,  V.  D.  M.,  at  Amsterdam,  served  to  communi- 
cate the  fact,  that  the  writer,  upon  the  request  of  this  body  made 
to  him  through  Rev.  Budde,  had  written  to  Rev.  Jakson,  minister 
at  Bergen  and  Staten  Island,  on  June  1, 1764,  about  his  bitter  and 
extremely  improper  communication  to  this  Classis.  He  had  re- 
quested him  hereafter  to  send  no  more  letters  [to  this  Classis]. 
The  said  Rev.  Jakson,  however,  had  been  sick  for  a  long  time; 
but  on  May  28,  1765,  another  letter  had  come  from  him,  dated 
Bergen  in  New  Jersey  April  5,  wherein  he  requests  Mr.  Michell, 
in  his  name,  to  beg  the  Rev.  Classis  humbly  to  pardon  him  on 
account  of  the  bitter,  passionate  and  improper  epithets  and  expres- 
sions in  his  letters ;  that  to  the  use  of  these,  he  had  been  incited  by 
others,  to  whom  he  had  imprudently  yielded ;  but  that  afterwards 
he  had  heartily  detested  such  conduct,  and  it  had  appeared  very 
grievous  to  him.  It  was  preferable  that  he  should  never  write 
letters  again  to  the  Rev.  Classis  than  to  treat  said  Classis  and  its 
worthy  members  thus.  Again  did  he  entreat  forgiveness  of  Clas- 
sis in  his  letter,  and  begged  that  his  conduct  might  not  be  counted 
against  him.  The  Assembly  accepted  these  statements  as  informa- 
tion,    xiv.  35.  "^'*:^ 
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lAssis  OF  Amsterdam  to  the  So-Called  Coettjs,  June  3, 
5.     Vol.  31;  P.  235.     No.  155.     Keferred  to,  Vol.  24; 


an  Introdacton  by  the  Conferentie.  dated  Oct.  11,  1765.     They  published 
liah  and  600  Dutch  copies,  of  which  only  one  English  copy  is  now  known 
in.     This  is  in  the  Archives  of  General  Synod: 

Introduction. 

Wor^liy  Reader:— 

^eUoId  here,  the  Letter  of  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  written  to  the  so-called 

G<>etYis.  a«  appears  from  [Its  Address]  and  its  date.     It  is  in  answer  to  a  letter  of 

UtelTB,  in  which  they  showed  their  dissatisfaction  in  reference  to  the  decision  of  the 

Brnod  of  North  Holland.     The  [Ck>nferentle]  Assembly  deems  it  necessary  to  pub- 

ttah  this  letter,  in  order  that  those,  who  make  it  their  business  to  talk  of  these 

things,  whether  on  the  one  side  or  the  other,  may  understand  the  true  state  of 

•fTalrs,  and  what  opinion  should  be  held  of  those  who  refuse  to  hold  to  that  relation^ 

thlp  to  the  Netherland  Church  which  their  ancestors  have  always  maintained. 

We  have  nothing  to  add  in  regard  to  this  letter,  except  to  guard  the  reader 
U^inst  mistaking  the  meaning  of  the  expression  **The  New  York  Church."  By 
tbat  expression  Is  to  be  understood,  not  the  congregation  only  of  the  City  of  New 
lork,  but  all  the  Dutch  churches  in  the  Province  of  New  Xork  and  New  Jersey. 
Nor  do  we  know  what  the  Rev.  Classis  means  when,  near  the  end  of  their  letter, 
they  say,  "that  Rev.  Freyenmoet  also  had  acted  in  a  similar  way  at  Poughkeepsie 
in  relation  to  Rev.  Vos."     We  leave  the  transcribers  to  account  for  that. 

Signed  In  the  name  of  the  [Conferentle]  Assembly  of  Ministers  and  Elders  con- 
nected with  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Joan  Ritzema,  p.  t.  President 
Lambertus  de  Ronde.  p.  t.  Scriba. 
New  Toik.  Oct.  11.  1765. 

[The  Letter  of  the  Classis  June  3,  1765.] 

^-  Sirs  and  Brethren:— 

^«  letter  of  your  Revs,  came  duly  to  hand. 

^^'^:  In  reference  to  the  principal  matter  contained  in  it,  there  is  no  necessity 
^  niaking  farther  reply.  Because  it  contains  nothing  new,  but  only  repetitions  of 
^  Avgnmeots,  with  which  the  Rev.  Classis  has  been  already  long  enough  annoyed; 
ud  because  the  Classis,  In  its  affectionate  regard  for  the  welfare  of  the  Church  of 
|tne  Proyince  of)  New  York,  has  already  made  frequent  responses  to  the"  points 
"^<>»ved.     For  example:— 

In  their  correspondence  with  Rev.  (Gualterus)  Du  Bols,  and  in  special  letters, 
to  M?  ^Pt.  12,  1737:  April  27.  1738;  Aug.  20.  1739.  Also  subsequently  in  letters 
?^«  Ooetus,  dated  April  6,  1755;  Dec.  0,  1755;  Jan.  15,  1761:  and  to  the  so-called 
g^^.  Jan  11,  1763.  Besides,  there  are  the  resolutions  of  the  Synod  of  North 
with  ^  of  1756,  1757,  sent  expressly  to  your  Revs.:  and  a  letter  dated  Oct.  8,  1763, 
of  i***  enclosed  extract  of  the  Acts  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland.  1763.  By  all 
^•^,  your  Revs,  ought  to  have  been  fully  convinced  of  the  groundlessness  of 

'  ^Onrse  of  action,   and  of  the  propriety   of  ours.     Nevertheless,   to  convince 
y^  '  ^*V8.  that  we  desire  to  treat  you  with  all  love,  we  will  yet  this  once  write 

^vt  if  this  again  fails,  your  Revs,  must  not  expect  us  to  write  again. 

^"^     ••tintroduction  *•  to  your  Revs,   letter  is  not  exactly  in   a  fraternal  spirit. 

.,  *^  ^ou  become  somewhat  earnest  In  dealing  with  your  own  affairs  in  relation  to 

^Hflltlon  of  the  New  York  churches,  you  say:— "We  do  not  feel  disposed  Just 

„^  ^'^  reply  to  your  letters,  clearly  perceiving,  etc."     We  might  Justly  retort: 

^*  ^o  not  feel  disposed  to  have  anything  more  to  do  with  your  Revs.,  clearly  per- 

^*^K  that  your  aim,  although  you  do  not  want  to  acknowledge  it.  Is  to  become 


^*n>«xident 


It 
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The  SoCalleb  American  Classis  and  its  Demands. 

Now  as  to  the  letter  Itself.  Tour  Reys.  are  building  upon  propositions  whl 
haye  no  foundations.  The  first  is,  that  yonr  Reys.  are  already  constltnted  into 
ClassiSp  and  that  we  are  acting  improperly  in  not  acknowledging  that  fact  B 
whence  did  yonr  Reys.  derive  that  Classical  power?  Upon  what  basis  does  it  rei 
Your  Reys.  know  that  yon  haye  arrogated  that  position  to  yonrselves,  and  that ' 
haye  many  a  time  shown  yon  the  Inyalidity  of  it.  And  then,  too,  the  demai 
which  yonr  Revs,  make  npon  the  Classls.  in  respect  to  that  position,  we  are  noal 
to  concede;  for  we  have  neither  the  right  nor  the  power  to  form  a  snbordiu 
Chnrch  (body  of  churches)  into  a  Classis.  See  our  letter  of  Oct.  8,  176S.  '^ 
cannot,  therefore,  recognise  what  yon  have  done,  because  your  Revs,  witliont  a 
right,  constituted  yourselves  into  a  Classis. 

The  second  point  is.  that  your  Revs,  are  confounding  the  subordination  of  € 
church  or  Assembly  to  another,  be  such  subordination  greater  or  less,  with 
unlawful  exercise  of  tyranny.  But  grades  of  subordination  have  always  ezlfi 
in  every  well-ordered  Church;  and  tyranny  is  repudiated  by  us,  even  as  it  Is  dc 
by  Hoombeck  in  his  Summa  Controverslarum '*,  page  666.  It  Is,  therefc 
nnbrotherly  in  you  to  charge  us  with  tyranny,  as  your  Revs,  certainly  hare  d( 
in  several  passages  of  your  letter. 

But  your  Revs.,  Men  and  Brethren,  know  well  enough  that  we  do  not  seek 
lord  it  over  you;  yet  you  should  recognize  our  authority  as  being  in  accordai 
with  the  covenant  made  by  your  ancestors  with  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  i 
which  Is  still  binding.  For,  although  the  Church  of  (the  Province  of)  New  Ti 
has  widely  extended  itself,  she  must  continue  to  possess  the  same  general  nati 
and  to  stand  in  the  same  general  relation  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam 
formerly.  The  Rev.  Classis  neither  can  nor  may  change  this  relationship;  but  i 
takes  this  position: 

Will  you  attempt  to  stand  alone?  to  become  independent,  and  call  yoaraeU 
Classis?  That  Is  something  which  does  not  concern  ourselves  so  much;  no,  i 
even  if  you  should  call  yourself  a  Synod.  Only  then,  we  must<not  be  required 
recognize  you  as  such.  We  must  not  be  asked,  as  your  Revs,  seem  to  suppose, 
consider  your  Revs,  as  a  Church  standing  In  the  ancient  and  well-ordered  relat 
to  us;  but  we  must  regard  you  as  a  body,  which,  intentionally,  and  for  reasi 
best  known  to  yourselves,  has  broken  off  such  relationship,  has  separated  from 
and  which  we  are  compelled,  therefore,  to  let  go. 

The  passages  which  you  quoted  are  either  unhappily  quoted,  like  those  fi 
Voetius;  or  are  wrongly  adduced,  like  those  from  Hoombeck  In  his  "De  Cam 
Dordraocna*' ;  in  that  they  have  for  their  basis,  a  ''Constitution"  which  you  hi 
arrogated  to  yourselves,  but  do  not  really  possess.  And  if  these  things  are 
Men  and  Brethren,  why  do  you  wrong  us,  and  strike  blows  at  your  brethren.  Ii 
tyranny  to  labor  to  prevent  your  acquiring  an  irregular  Independence?  For  It 
independence  which  you  are  evidently  striving  after. 


The  Arguments  of  the  Coetus. 

But  several  other  things  are  mentioned  in  your  letter  to  which  we  must  g 
attention. 

Ton  give  certain  reasons  in  support  of  your  views.  You  say  that  yoa  are  : 
disposed  to  argue  from  history,  but  from  inherent  rights  and  the  authority  ti 
derived.  But,  Brethren,  if  we  would  proceed  properly,  we  may  not  separate  th 
two  things;  for  In  this  business,  "right"  is  founded  on  "history".  For  tn 
history  lies  the  nature  of  the  relationship  between  the  Church  of  the  Netheriai 
and  the  Church  of  New  York.  The  latter  is  located  i^  a  country  which  fOrme 
belonged  to  the  Netherlands;  and  which  became  subordinated  to  the  Church  of 
Netherlands,  through  the  control  over  it  of  the  CHassls  of  Amsterdam;  and  It  c 
not  now  be  treated  otherwise  than  according  to  the  nature  of  that  relational 
And  that  right  remains  inviolate,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  New  York  n 
belongs  to  the  Kingdom  of  England.  This  appears  from  the  Third  Article  of  ' 
Treaty  of  Peace  of  1667,  already  cited  in  our  letter  of  Oct.  8,  1768. 
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^<^«ir  Bers.  alio  decline  to  be  subordinate  to  the  ClasBls  of  Amsterdam,  becaose, 
**  you  say,  that  those  who  are  subordinate  must  bare  a  right  to  a  seat  In  the 
MflBl^His  of  Claaala;  bnt  you  thus  admit  that  you  have  never,  hitherto,  been  mem- 
b^n-  Now  the  Classls  acknowledges  that  yonr  Revs,  were  never  snch  members, 
<oC  OlasslB,  entitled  to  a  seat  In  Classls);  and  she  also  asserts  that  yon  can  never 
become  such  members.  See  the  letter  of  Oct  8,  1768.  But  It  does  not  follow 
that  jou  are  not  subordinated  to  Classls. 

Thlfl  we  support  with  but  a  single  argument  which  rests  upon  your  own  prln- 
cipl«8.  Your  Revs,  compare  yourselves  with  other  colonies  of  this  Realm.  Well, 
those  other  colonies  of  this  Realm  are  In  subordination  to  the  Rev.  Classls,  but 
none  of  their  ministers  are  full  members,  entitled  to  seats  in  Classls;  and  your 
I^Ts.  would  consider  It  a  folly,  if  we  admitted  a  minister  who  came  from  Batavia 
or  olsewbere  to  full  membership,  with  a  seat  in  Classls. 

Pnrthermore,  your  Revs,  point  out  the  necessity  for  more  Dutch  ministers  among 
ron,  if  your  Church  is  not  to  lose  ground.  Ton  assert  that  there  are,  indeed,  young 
o^Mi.  but  that  no  one  wants  to  take  the  risk  of  sending  them  across  (the  ocean  for 
<^>^(Unatlon).  Need  we  speak  of  the  fact  that  the  desire,  as  thus  expressed,  for 
o^rie  ministers,  seems  to  be  limited  to  the  party  desiring  Independence?  This, 
^wever  unpleasant  to  hear,  is  the  one  thing  in  your  mind—Independence! 

We  would  also  remark,  that  if  you  will  not  risk  sending  over  those  young  men, 
(for  ordination),  we  cannot  and  will  not  recognise  the  ministers  who  have  been 
appointed,  examined  and  ordained  by  your  Revs,  as  ministers  standing  in  a  lawful 
^^^■^ection  with  the  Church  of  the  Netherlands,  and  so  with  the  Classls  of  Amster- 
^IB:  yet  such  is  the  relation,  according  to  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  and  the  Constltu- 
^^n  of  our  Church,  and  in  which,  they  ought  to  stand. 

Your  Revsw  further  state  that  the  Presbyterians  are  on  the  Increase,  because, 

1^^^  their  first  settlement,  opportunity  was  given  them,  through  the  assistance  of 

**^tland,  to  advance  their  young  men  to  the  ministry;  and  your  Revs,  take  occasion 

^^^fefrom  to  reproach  us  for  neglect  in  this  matter.     But,  Brethren,  in  your  own 

**■■«,  yon  wanted  to  separate  the  history  from  the  Inherent  rights;  yet  now,  to  help 

^^  Jour  own  case,  you  appeal  to  the  history  of  the  Presbyterians,  as  the  basis  of 

^*^^lr  right.     But  you  must  perceive  that  this  is  inconsistent.     But  be  that  as  it 

2^^t     In  reference  to  the  planting  of  your  Church,  and  your  transfer  to  the  English 

^^^ernment,  you  do  not  thereby  acquire  a  similar  right.     Hence,  the  Illustration 

^'^Ba  the  Presbyterians  does  not  help  your  case. 

^Qitheimore,  did  the  Presbyterians  accomplish  their  work  by  the  assistance  of 

if    Well,  your  Fathers  accomplished  their  work  by  the  assistance  of  the 

of  Amsterdam— by  virtue  of  the  relation  in  which  they  stood  to  that  body. 

^Q.  also,  they  enjoyed  prosperity;  but  now,  that  you  are  withdrawing  from  that 

il  source  of  aid,  you  are  rent  with  divers  discords. 


Academies. 

also  state  that  the  Independents,  the  Episcopalians  and  the  Presbyterlana 

^.      -^^y  have  Seminaries,  (Kweekscholen),  to  which  the  Dutch  are  obliged  to  send 

^^^^^  children ;  and  that  these  are  thus  exposed  to  strange  opinions.     But  this  most 

^^^   l>e  made  a  reason  to  keep  them  there,  but  it  is  a  reason  to  send  them  over  to 

/^^l«nd;  for.  If  they  remain,  that  only  serves  to  confirm  them  In  those  prlnclplea 

^^^%dy  imbibed ;  but  If  they  are  sent  to  Holland,  the  nature  of  the  Constitution  of 

^^  New  York  Church  can  be  Impressed  upon  them  for  the  correction  of  their  earlier 

^'•^^l^ed  ideas. 

^J^^iMi  also  aver  that  the  use  of  the  Ehitch  language  grows  less,  while  the  use  of  the 

^Ulsb  Increases.     Hence  you  conclude  that  there  cannot  be  sent  as  many  Bngllsh- 

^^^Idng  ministers  as  are  needed;  and  in  conclusion,  your  Revs,  ask — Must  the 

^^^*^  then,  disappear  with  the  language?    But,  Brethren,  what  has  the  change  in 

lH^^Ktiage  to  do  with  sub-ordination  or  non-subordination  to  the  Rev.  Classls.    Does 

7^    truth  depend  on   the  language?    The  Church  can  be  preserved,  although  the 

|*^^tuige  changes.     Those  who  speak  English  can  pursue  tbeir  studies  In  our  Unl- 

'J^^tles,  as  well  as  Hungarians,  Poles,  etc.    These  may  then  be  examined  through 

^  Lattai  tongue,  and  ordained,  even  as  Rev.  Laidlie  was  ordained  here  and  sent 

109 
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FInairy  In  the  way  of  a  threat,  it  Is  said  that  there  will  hare  to  come  a 
separation  from  the  Netherland  Church,  with  the  cessation  of  the  correspondence, 
upon  the  fact,  as  was  also  stated  In  the  beginning,  that  there  is  little  to  be  feared 
by  us  from  the  loss  of  Classical  or  Synodlcal  contributions,  (love-gifts,  Uefde-gaTen). 
Will  you,  then,  secede  and  stand  by  yourselves?  We  have  never  constrained  yon  to 
remain.  All  that  we  have  ever  derived  from  the  New  York  Church  has  been  tronble. 
Its  discords  and  oppositions  have  grieved  us  much,  and  if  no  Improvement  la  pos- 
sible, we  would  be  very  willing  to  be  relieved  of  the  care. 

But  you  show,  Brethren,  where  the  shoe  pinches.  You  do  not  want  to  be  subordi* 
nate  to  the  Classis,  because  you  receive  no  contributions  from  her.  But  bow  does 
this  consist  with  nobility  of  character,  (edelmoedlg),  to  withdraw  from  a  legal 
subordination  to  a  Classis  because,  (as  you  put  it),  It  Involves  no  loss  of  love- 
gifts?  We  leave  this,  Brethren,  to  your  own  consciences.  Yet  your  Revs,  also  know 
well-enough  how  Rev.  (Theodore)  Prellnghuysen  collected,  or  at  least  attempted  to 
collect,  contributions  In  Holland.     [In  1759-(yo,  for  his  proposed  Academy]. 

The  Civil  Oath. 

The  mention  of  two  other  matters  completed  your  letter.  One  is  the  subject  of 
the  oath,  (of  allegiance  to  Great  Britain),  and  certain  legal  advice  on  that  sabject. 
We  have  received  the  several  documents  sent  on  that  subject,  and  have  read  them, 
and  we  thank  your  Revs,  for  sending  them. 

Now  In  reference  to  that  oath :  You  yourselves  admit  that  that  oath,  like  many 
other  laws,  was  originally  directed  against  unlawful  seizures  by  the  Romish  Power, 
and,  therefore,  can  have  no  reference  to  us,  except  by  an  unjust  application.  If 
such  was  the  occasion  of  Its  original  Institution,  then  it  must  be  of  ancient  date. 
Indeed.  It  must  belong  to  a  time  when  the  violence  of  the  Romish  Power  gave 
occasion  for  its  institution.  Hence  it  cannot  be  now  considered  as  a  new  means  of 
drawing  the  churches  of  New  York  away  from  their  subordination  to  the  Chnrcfa 
of  the  Netherlands,  and  thus  from  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.  Neither  can  the 
Classis  conceive  that  those  who  take  that  oath,  and  yet  remain  subordinate  to  the 
Classis,  are  as  seriously  guilty  of  any  impropriety  as  is  Insinuated.  For  there  have 
always  been  brethren,  and  there  are  still  such,  who,  while  reluctantly  remaining 
subordinate  to  the  Classis,  nevertheless  have  lived,  and  do  still  live  undisturbed  in 
that  country. 

Now  one  of  two  things  must  be  true :  The  oath  had  either  existed  before,  or  it 
had  not.  If  not.  then  it  must  be  of  recent  origin.  But  that  Is  at  variance  with  its 
well-known  original  institution.  But  did  it  exist  before?  Yet  it  has  never  hindered 
an  undisturbed  residence  in  that  country. 

Again  :  The  oath  has  either  been  taken  or  it  has  not  been  taken.  If  it  has  not 
been  generally  taken  heretofore,  then  the  taking  of  it  is  largely  a  voluntary  affair. 
If  it  has  been  taken,  then  those  who  took  it  were  not  hindered  thereby  from  being 
subordinate  to  the  Rev.  Classis. 

Finally,  the  Rev.  Classis  cannot  conceive  how,  even  according  to  the  peculiar 
features  of  the  English  form  of  Government,  that  oath  can  have  had  involved  in  it 
the  objects  which  your  Revs,  seem  to  imagine. 

Toleration  in  England  to  all  Protestants. 

While  the  Episcopal  Church  is  the  State  Church  in  England,  yet  England  tolerates 
other  forms  of  worship,  and  permits  the  holder  of  each  particular  form  to  do,  lo 
their  own  way,  what  their  respective  (Church)  Constitutions  require.  This  Is  the 
case  with  the  Presbyterians,  who,  according  to  your  Revs,  own  statement,  carry  on 
their  religion  in  accordance  with  their  views  since  their  first  settlement.  Well, 
then,  why  should  the  New  York  Church,  which,  according  to  its  Constitution,  is 
bound  to  the  Netherlands,  and  thu»  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  be  hindered 
from  acting  according  to  her  Constitution? 

The  Legal  Advice. 

With  respect  to  that  legal  advice  received  from  certain  lawyers : 
It  would  have  been  very  agreeable  to  the  Rev.  Classis,  if  through  the  counselings 
with   those   wise   men,    some   additional    light   had   been   actually    received.     And 
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tlthon^h  we  admire  the  cleYer  reasonings  of  those  men,  to  justify  their  own  Tiews 

^  ^Sa^lrs,  and  are  astonished  at  some  of  their  curious  distinctions,  we  must,  to  our 

sorro^ir,  say,  that  we  have  not  been  at  all  enlightened  thereby.    Their  obserYationa 

embrace  an  elaboration  of  the  meaning  of  that  oath.     On  this  we  have  already 

e^i^«s«ed  our  opinion.     They  do  not  furnish  the  slightest  grounds  why  we  should 

■**«Xit  to  your  request.     For  you  only  transmitted  their  legal  opinions  to  U8»  in 

order,  tf  possible,  to  induce  us  to  give  you  a  Classical  Constitution,  and  recognise' 

^u   BM  a  Classls.    They  also  ignored  the  fundamental  principles,  which  involve  an 

obligation  between  the  Church  of  New  York  and  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  ana 

'''iilcli  we  have  already  proved  was  the  very  basis  of  our  right. 

The  Proposf>d  Union — and — Subordination. 

finally,  your  Revs,  proposed  a  certain  kind  of  subordination.  But  before  you 
I^'^>ceeded  to  do  this,  you  speak  as  though  our  conduct  in  demanding  the  subordina- 
^^o<i.  was  in  conflict  with  the  Synodlcal  action  of  1763.  That  declares  that  the 
^o«tii8  cannot  be  admitted  as  a  member  of  a  Netherland  Classls  or  Synod.  But, 
^P^thren,  it  has  been  demonstrated  heretofore,  and  that  fact  must  be  kept  in  view, 
^^mt  there  is  a  difference  between  a  constituent  member,  having  a  right  to  a  seat,  and 
*^^  ecclesiastical  body  having  certain  relations  to  another  body,  but  subordinate  to  it. 

C het  onderscbeid  tuschen  een  integrerend  en  sesse  hebbend  lid  te  syn,  en  een  gecon- 

*^lteerde  Kerk,  die  op  een  ander  lichaam  zyn  betrekking  heeft,  en  daar  aan  onder- 

*^^^«chikt  is — Or :     that  there  is  a  difference  between  the  integral 

*>^«inber,  having  a  title  to  a  seat,  and  a  church  so  constituted  that  it  Is  related  to 
^*^other  Body,  and  is  subordinate  to  it.]  Now  it  was  in  reference  only  to  the  first 
^lone  that  the  Synod  declared  the  impossibility. 

In  regard  to  the  proposals  in  your  Articles : — We  find  in  them  many  things,  but 

v^othlng  which  was  not  known  before,  and  which  had  not  already  been  disposed  of. 

^Qt  that  which  should  have  been  contained  therein  was  not  found.     It  had  been 

^^refnlly  avoided.     And  as  to  what  they  did  contain,  we  have  already  declared  that 

^e  hAve  neither  the  right  nor  the  power  to  constitute  your  Ben.  into  a  Classls ;  nor 

^  recognise  you  as  such,  nor  to  treat  with  you  as  such.     If  your  Revs,  choose  to  act 

^  tliat  character,  that  is  to  be  put  to  your  own  account,  and  we  are  free  of  all 

^••Ponslbillty  therefor. 

But  your  Revs,  also  propose  a  certain  kind  of  subordination :  namely,  that  when 
^liere  might  exist  some  differences  of  opinion,  which  could  not  be  settled  satisfac- 
torily, the  Classls  or  Synod  should  then  be  asked  to  decide;  and  the  matter  should 
be  submitted,  so  far  as  the  Constitution  of  the  Kingdom  of  England  allowed.  But, 
Bretliren,  we  doubt  not  but  that  your  Revs,  will  act  as  your  oath  requires,  in  all 
JOQr  conduct.  Considering,  however,  the  position  you  have  already  taken,  namely, 
^^t,  the  oath  forbids  any  subordination  whatever,  yea,  even  forbids  (oflicialT)  cor- 
'^Pondence  with  any  one  outside  of  the  Realm  (of  England)  ;  how  is  it  possible  that 
7<^r  Revs,  now  lay  before  us  any  plan  of  subordination,  to  which  you  would  subject 
yoarselves,  seeing  that  we  dwell  outside  the  Realm  (of  England)  ? 

Hnt  to  come  to  the  close  of  your  Revs,  letter : — At  the  very  outset,  the  Clams 
Vin9t  express  its  surprise  at  more  than  one  thing.  Your  Revs,  would  withdraw  your- 
''^^^  from  subordlnntlon  to  the  Classls,  because  you  are  bound  by  an  oath  (to 
mother  Power)  ;  yet  you  desire  to  be  constituted  Into  a  Classls  by  yourselves,  like 
^I  tte  other  Classes  in  North  Holland,  and  to  be  subordinated  to  that  Synod.  But, 
^"thren  do  you  indeed  remember  that  North  Holland  lies  outside  of  your  Realm 
^*7  ^"i^land)  ?  If  you  are  forbidden  subordination  to  any  (ecclesiastical)  Body  out- 
■*"*  /<mr  own  Realm,  you  are  dcsirinf?  that  which  involves  a  contradiction.  From 
^^^^  ov^Q  statements,  your  desire  can  never  be  gratified  without  making  yourselves 

^^**.     The  Rev.  ClasRis  is  surprised  that  you  cherish  any  such  desire. 
.     *    *.re  surprised  a^^ain  to  notice  at  the  beginning  of  your  letter  the  statement 

•  *itice  you  are  a  free  people,  it  Is  a  matter  of  your  own  choice  whether  to  cor- 
Bnth^^    with  us  or  not.     Yet  nt  the  close,  you   say,  the  oath  forbids  this.     But, 

^'^n,  we  wonder  at  this.     For  we  understand   (from  what  you  say)    that  the 
^    ^^^s  those  who  take  It  under  a  bond,  and  does  not  leave  them  any  liberty  in 
"^"^^^^Oe  to  that  thing  to  which  they  swear. 
^^   «till  again  we  are  surprised.     As  to  your  relations  to  us.  your  Revs,  desire  to 

*  ^*'«e  people  in  your  Church  Government ;  and  yet  you  urge  us  so  strongly  to 
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give  oar  consent  to  your  liberty,  and  to  recognize  it  in  yon.  Now  we  cannot  account 
for  this,  except  on  tbe  presumption,  that  your  Revs,  are  of  one  mind  with  as,  namaiy, 
that  you  are  actually  l>ound  to  us,  and  consider  it  improper  to  withdraw  from  oa. 
Therefore  you  want  us  to  give  you  liberty  to  do  so.  Well,  Brethren,  if  t^ea  joar 
Tiew  of  your  relation  to  us  can  be  maintained,  what  more  have  yon  to  do  with  oa? 

Or,  do  yon  urge  our  consent,  in  order  to  gain  a  proper  standing  with  thoM 
churches  which  yet  remain  subordinate  to  us?  For  we  have  the  eridence  of  tiia 
subordination  of  certain  churches,  as  well  as  of  the  fact  that  some  hare  withdrawn* 
and  that  others  are  divided  through  the  introduction  of  certain  ones  who  hare  set 
themselves  up  against  the  Classis. 

Your  Revs,  further  declare  that  you  hope  that  the  Classis  will  avail  themselvea 
of  this  opportunity,  as  this  is  the  last  time  your  Revs,  will  make  such  an  appUea^ 
tion.  Now,  from  the  contents  of  this,  our  letter,  you  will  understand  that  the 
Classis  can  never  come  to  your  way  of  thinking  on  this  business.  We  reply,  there- 
fore, that  inasmuch  as  your  Revs,  show  your  determination  to  withdraw  yoarselvee 
from  us,  we  can  only  regard  you  hereafter  as  a  company  of  ministers  who  have 
seceded.  This  makes  it  impossible  any  longer  to  regard  your  Revs,  as  brethren  with 
whom  we  can  live  in  friendly  (official)  Correspondence,  as  the  nature  of  our  fbrmer 
relationship  required. 

Finally,  you  declare  that  when  all  your  Revs.'  proposed  Articles  have  been  agreed 
to,  that  then  all  the  wrongs  which  have  been  done  on  either  side  must  be  forglTen 
and  forgotten.    The  Classis  replies  to  this :     Does  this  statement  of  yours  mean  that 
your  Revs,  have  wronged  the  Classis?    Then  we  gladly  forgive  your  Revs.^-On  our 
part,  we  are  sure  we  have  never  done  your  Revs.,  or  any  of  your  churchea  any 
wrong.     If  we,  when  exercising  our  lawful  rights,  in  our  fulness  of  seal,  have  « 
occasionally  used  severe  expressions,  remember  that  they  proceeded  from  our  aeal  to  •« 
preserve  you  and  your  churches  from  destruction.    Therefore,  please  look  upon  any  "" 
severe  words  which  we  may  have  uttered,  with  a  brother's  eye.    Remember,  also,  that^ 
your  own  sharp  expressions  have  at  times  given  us  occasion  for  words  of  severity. 

Secondly:  Thus  have  we  replied  to  the  substance  of  your  letter.  Your  Beva.  add^ 
at  the  close  an  account  of  certain  things  done  by  Rev.  Fryenmoet  in  the  ooagrega-^ 
tion  of  Fishkill ;  that  he  declared  the  Rev.  Consistory  there  to  be  illegal ;  that  hei^ 
made  a  new  Consistory,  and  rejected  the  candidate  (Henricus)  Schoonmaker,  and  .3 
was  guilty  of  other  deeds  of  violence,  which  are  referred  to  in  the  Postscript;  that^ 
Rev.  Fryenmoet  had  acted  in  a  similar  way  at  Poughkeepsie,  in  relation  to  Ber.  ^ 
Voe.     [No  such  name  appears.] 

The  Rev.  Classis  declares  that  she  takes  no  pleasure  in  any  deeds  of  violence,  and  ^ 
can  only  think  of  them  with  abhorrence.     When  the  necessary  reporta  are  received,  - 
she  will  do  her  duty  in  opposition  thereto.     She  is,  however,  obliged  to  add,  that  she  -* 
has  the  idea  that  ministers  were  forced  by  the  so-called  Coetus  on  these  chorehee, 
against  their  will.    Those  churches  desired  to  have  only  such  ministers  as  were 
subordinate  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam ;  and  that,  although  those  acts  of 
violence  were  perpetrated  by  those  people,  yet  they  must  be  chiefly  charged  to  those 
who  gave  occasion  for  them. 

May  God  preserve  all  those  who  would  force  the  opinions  of  others  from  the  sin 
of  **  a  violation  of  one's  conscience  "  (gewetensdwang,  constraint  of  conscience)  ! 

May  God  preserve  the  churches  from  ever  exhibiting  any  spirit  of  sedition  I 

Then  neither  of  these  classes  of  people  will  be  exposed  to  the  punishment  of  being 
cat  off  from  correspondence  with  the  Church  of  the  Netherlands. 

Finally,  Brethren,  we  commend  you  to  God  and  to  the  Word  of  His  Grace,  which 
is  able  to  build  you  up.     If  you  continue  in  your  former  opinions,  we  can  henceforth 
have  no  more  dealings  with  your  Revs.    We  are.  Very  Rev.  Sirs  and  Brethren, 
Your  Revs.  Obedient  Servants  and  Brethren, 

Johannes  Kalkoen,  V.  D.  M.  Amst.  et  CL 

Deputt.  ad  Res  Exteras,  h.  t.  Preaident. 
Wilhelmus  Van  den  Broek,  Y.  D.  M.  Amst.  CI. 
Deputt  et  h.  c.  Scribe. 
Amsterdam,  in  our  Classical  Assembly, 

June  8rd.  170S. 

[But  see  later  action  of  Classis  and  Synod  in  1768,  when  both  backed  eBtlft*2 
down  from  these  positions.] 
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^*^-  Samuel  Ssabury  to  the  Society  fob  Pbopagating  the 
CtoepBL.  Episcopacy  in  Queens  County.  Influence  of 
t:^b  Quakess. 

Jamaica,  June  28th,  1765. 
Sir: 
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^n&e  encloted  petition  from  the  Church  Wardens  ft  Vestrymen  of  the  Parish  of 
^^*>^p«tead,  I  have  been  desired  by  them  to  forward  to  the  Honored  Society — ^They 
''^'vc  called  &  presented  to  that  Parish  the  Rey.  Bir.  Cutting  the  Society's  present 
^^■^onary  at  Brunswick,  New  Jersey ;  and  as  the  Church  people  at  Hempstead,  are 
▼«r7  mach  pleased  with  Mr.  Cutting  ft  very  desirous  of  having  him  for  their  minis- 
t^**»  and  as  I  thlnlc  (from  an  acquaintance  of  twelve  years)  that  he  is  well  qualified 
^^  sopply  that  Parish,  and  that  he  will  do  real  service  therein  to  the  cause  of  virtue 
^  Xiell^on  in  general  and  to  the  Interest  of  the  Church  in  particular.  I  hope  the 
^^>ciet7  win  not  think  me  too  presuming  when  I  say  that  I  think  his  Removal 
^^Atlier  win  be  attended  with  happy  consequences. 

Il&o'  the  Congregation  there  is  large  yet  a  great  part  of  it  is  composed  of  those 
bare  had  no  religious  impressions  made  on  them  by  their  Parents  in  their  younger 
They  come  to  church  rather  from  habit  than  a  sense  of  duty  ft  love  of 
Ion.     Their  continuance  to  come  to  Church  will  therefore  depend  in  a  great 
upon  the  good  opinion  they  have  of  their  minister  and  the  principal  oppor- 
^vxnitjr  be  will  have  of  doing  them  good  will  be  by  cultivating  their  good  opinion  ft 
fining  an  Influence  upon  the  rising  generation.     For  these  reasons  the  more  oon- 
ft  religious  people  among  them,  have  been  very  anxious  to  get  a  Minister 
ions  them,  that  the  Congregation  were  pleased  with  and  for  these  reasons  they  are 
»w  solicitous  to  obtain  Mr.  Cuttings  removal  among  them. 

It  is  evident  to  the  most  superficial  observer  that  where  there  have  been  the 
Lteat  number  of  Quakers  among  the  first  settlers  in  this  Country,  there  Infidelity 
n  disregard  to  all  religion  have  taken  the  deepest  root  and  if  they  have  not 
ktir«ly  corrupted  the  religious  principles  of  the  other  inhabitants  they  have  at 
very  much  weakened  them  and  made  them  look  upon  Religion  with  Indifference. 
^Rftln  seems  to  me  the  reason  why  it  is  so  hard  to  bring  the  people  of  that  parish 
or  tills  to  comply  with  the  Sacraments  of  the  Christian  Church,  or  to  think  them- 
selves under  any  obligations  of  duty  to  attend  the  public  Worship  of  God.     This 
eIsK>  seems  to  be  the  reason  why  the  people  of  Hempstead  tho'  able  to  do  consider- 
ably   towards   the   support  of   their   minister  are  so   very   backward.     They   have 
lenmed  from  the  Quakers  to  consider  it  as  a  mark  of  an  avaricious  ft  venal  gpirit  for 
a  minister  to  receive  anything  of  his  people  by  way  of  support  ft  while  they  continue 
^  tliese  sentiments  (ft  it  will  be  hard  to  bring  them  to  a  better  way  of  thinking 
^^^cmnss  their  temporal  Interest  is  against  It)  I  fear  little  can  be  done  with  them  in 
**»*«  ParUcnUr. 
Yours  etc.,  etc. 

Samuel  Seabury. 

—Doc.  Hist.  N.  y.  Vol.  ill.  pp.  190,  200. 


Acts  or  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Rev.  IIermax  Laxceix)t  Koelex. 

I'J'eS,  July  22nd.     Art.  1,  ad  Art.  9,  of  May  6,  1705.     The 

"'^^'^-   Deputati  ad  res  Exteras,  presented   the    call    of   the   four 

^"^^fches  on  the  Long  Island  of  Xassau,  i  :>  the  Rev.  Mr.  Herman 

^^Oelot  Boelen,  minister  at  Schoonebeck,  (Provinoe  of  Drenthe), 

^^^^r  the  Classis  of  Emmen,  and  the  same  was  accepted  by  said 

*^len  and  approved  by  this  Classis.     He  exhibitx}d  a  lawful  dis- 
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mission  from  his  church  and  Classis,  and  requested  to  be  inst 

into  his  sacred  office  bv  this  Assembly.     This  was  done  aft€ 

had  signed  tlie  Formulae  of  Concord,  and  repudiated  the 

damned  opinions  of  Prof.  Roel  and  Dr.  Bekkcr,  and  promise 

conduct  himself  as  subordinate  to  this  Classis.     This  was  als 

serted  in  the  call,  nomine  Classis,  by  the  Clerk.     Hereafter, 

shall  a  clause  always  be  inserted,  in  every  call  approved  by 

Classis,  of  "  Subordination  ''  (to  this  Classis  by  the  party  recei 

said  call.)     xiv.  36. 

Art.  11  ad  Art.  1.     Ejdv.  Antonius  Kuyper,  S.  S.  Theol.  S 

at  Leyden,  preached  a  sermon  on  1  John  3:  1.     He  was  thei 

mitted  to  the  preparatory  examination ;  in  the  Hebrew  langi 

on  Exodus  15,  and  in  the  Greek,  on  1  John  3.     He  was 

examined  on  the  principal  points  of  Sacred  Theology,   an 

every  respect  showed  his  ability  to  such  a  degree  that  all 

members  expressed  their  satisfaction.     He    waa    therefore 

mitted  to  the  office  of  public  preaching,  after  he  had  taken  the 

against  Simony,  repudiated  the  condemned  opinions  of  Prof.  '. 

and  Dr.  Bekker,  signed  the  Formulae  of  Concord,  and  pron 

to  read,  word  for  word,  the  Formula  of  Baptism  and  the  Sup 

particularly  the  three  questions  in  the  Form  for  Baptism. 

clerk  was  directed  to    give    him    a    laudable    certificate.     C 

factum,     xiv.  37. 

ACT.S  OK  THE  (.-LASS IS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 

OijANGE  Nassau. 

Synodalia.  1TG5.  Art.  7.  The  Classis  wishing  that  the  : 
precious  blessings  of  the  All-Sufficiont  God  may  rest  for  lengt 
days  upon  His  Illustrious  Highness,  the  Lord  Prince,  Ne' 
land's  Hereditary  Stadliolder,  and  tlu»  House  of  Orange, — 
tinues  to  recomuiend  to  the  ilessrs.  l)eputi(\s  whatever  is  aj 
])riate  under  this  article,     xiv.  44. 

Synodalia. 
1705.     Art.  47.     New  York  and  Xcw  Jorsev.     The  Class 
J  "resent  has  nothing  further  to  rej)ort  to  the  Synod  about  New  ^ 
and  Xew  Jersey,     xiv.  50. 
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Chubch  of  Njew  Yoek. 

elation  of  Helienbroek  Catechism.     Collection  for  Indian  Missions.     Latin  and 

English  Grammar  School. 

New  York.  July  29.  1765. 

^  >  ^A  letter  was  presented  from  Mr.  Daniel  Crommelln,  enclosing  one  from  the 
R^'v*  2fr.  Longueyille,  and  also  one  from  domine  Blinshall,  all  of  Holland,  returning 
'^^^■^Ics  for  the  presents  sent  them.     These  are  to  be  answered  in  due  time. 

^-  ^  translation  into  English  of  domine  A.  Hellenbrock's  Catechism,  by  Petrus 
I'^^'W'e*  was  presented,  with  a  request  that  it  be  examined  and  approved.  This  was 
»■■  ^^^'ted,  and  the  same  gentlemen  who  were  appointed  to  examine  the  (Heidelberg) 
^^^^^•-"^^crlilsm  were  requested  to  take  upon  them  the  examination  of  this  one. 

3.     ^  letter  of  Mr.  Wheelock,  to  our  colleague  De  Ronde,  containing  cordial  thanks 

'^^^    'time  consistory  for  a  collection  sent  to  him  for  the  support  of  Indian  missionaries. 

^^     A  proposal   was  made  by  Mr.   Jakobus  Van  Zant  to  establish   a  Latin  and 

^*^«ll8h  Grammar  School  under  the  direction  of  our  consistory,  in  which  together 

'^^^'^1^    the  languages,  the  elements  of  our  religion  should  be  taught.     On  the  question 

**^*^i^  put,  this  was  agreed  to  by  a  majority.     It  was  also  further  agreed  that  for 

^^^    iMiilding  or  hiring  of  such  a  school  house  a  voluntary  collection  should  be  made 

'^***'ough  our   congregation.     It   was   reserved   for   further   consideration   what   site 

'*^^>tild  be  most  suitable  for  it,  whether  on  the  Harpendlng  grounds,  or  those  which 

**^     tt.long  the  Old  Church  (in  Garden  street,  now  Exchange  Place.) 

Signed  etc., 

Archibald  Laldlle,  p.  t.  President. 

T^O^^TD  TO  THE  GeRMAX  REFORMED   ChURCH,   NeW   YoBK.       JuLY 

30,  1765.     (See  March  S,  1765.) 

^:M0W  ALL  MEN : 

1*titt  we,  Johannes  Roreback  of  the  city  of  New  York,  Baker,  William  Corcellus 

^^^     tJit  same  city,   Pot.   Baker.   Henry  Whiteman  of  the  same  city.  Button  Maker, 

^"**^    Johannes  Zurcher  of  the  same  city.  Stone  Cutter,  are  held  and  firmly  bound 

'^■^^o  the  Rev.  John  Michael  Kern,  Minister  of  the  gospel,  and  present  Pastor  of 

^^     OHvinistlc  Church  in  the  city  of  New  York,  worshipping  in  German  tongue; 

^***^*nnei  Myer  and  Henry   Hillman,   two  of  the  elders  of  the   said  church,  and 

^'^''y  Croe,   Henry  Will,   Johannes   Remmy,   and  Michael    Ilousewlth,   the  present 

^^ooiiB  of  the  said  church,  In  the  sum  of  three  thousand  pounds,  lawful  money 

^ew  York,   to  be  paid   to  the  said  obligees,   their  certain   attorney,   executors, 

^*"**nigtrators,   or   assigns.     For   payment   whereof,   we  bind   ourselves,   and   each 

**«.    our,  and  each  of  our  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  firmly  by  these 

*****it8,  sealed  with  our  seals,  and  dated  the  thirtieth  day  of  July,  in  the  year 


_^^r  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  slxty-flve. 
^^^  *^^«  condition  of  the  above  obligation,  is  such,  that — Whereas,  certain  German 
^.  ^  %wls8  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New  York,  have  lately  by  contribution,  pur- 
jj  ^■•^tl  a  lot  of  ground,  and  with  the  assistance  of  divers  charitable  and  well  dis- 
j.^^^  persons,  have  begun,  and  are  carrying  on  the  erection  of  a  church  thereon, 
1,  ^tfte  worship  of  God ;  and  the  fee  simple  of  the  ground  so  purchased,  is  now 
Q^  ^^^cisent  of  all  concerned,  vested  in  the  above  obligors  In  Joint  tenantcy,  by  virtue 
I^  ^^^taln  deeds  of  lease  and  release  executed  by  Michael  Hoffman  of  the  city  of 
g^  ^''  York,  Cordwainer,  John  Will  of  the  same  city,  Pewterer,  John  Sebastian 
j^^- ^^^any,  of  the  same  city.  Apothecary,  John  Wetsel  of  the  same  city.  Baker,  and 

!?f^  Houts  of  the  same  city.  Tanner. 
^  ^^  lease  bearing  date  the  thirty-first  day  of  May  last  past,  and  the  release  the 
ttfc^  tiext  after,  and  the  estate  thereby  granted,  being  therein  described  to  be  all 
i>^.J^^^  two  certain  messuages  or  tenements  and  lots  of  ground,  situate,  lying,  and 
>^^^^^  in  the  city  of  New  York,  in  the  north  ward  of  the  said  city,  fronting  to 
m  street,  and  known  and  distinguished  (by  a  .certain  chart  or  draft  thereof 
among  other  lota  by  Francis  Maerschalk,  one  of  the  sworn  surveyors  of  the 
clt;^  of  New  York ;)  by  lots  number  five  and  six ;  which  said  lot  number  five 
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ia  bounded  Northwesterly  in  front  to  Nassau  street  aforesaid ;  Northwesterly,  partly 
by  ground  of  William  Pupeldorph,  and  partly  by  ground  of  William  Richardson; 
Sontheasterly  by  ground  of  William  Blanck,  and  Southwesterly  partly  by  the  said 
lot  of  ground  number  siz«  hereby  granted  and  sold,  and  partly  by  ground  formerly 
belonging  to  John  Harpinging;  containing  in  breadth  in  front  to  Nassau  street 
aforesaid,  fourteen  feet,  eight  inches;  in  the  rear,  in  breadth  twenty-seven  feet, 
six  inches ;  in  length  on  the  North-easterly  side,  ninety-eight ;  and  in  length  on  the 
South-westerly  side,  one  hundred  feet,  all  English  measures;  and  which  said  lot 
number  six.  Is  bounded  in  front.  North-westerly  to  Nassau  street  aforesaid;  South- 
westerly by  the  house  and  ground  purchased  by  Seth  Smith,  (including  one  full 
moiety  of  half  part  of  the  partition  wall  between  the  house  of  the  said  Seth  Smith, 
and  the  house  hereby  granted,  and  all  the  wall  which  adjoins  to  the  yard  of  the 
said  Seth  Smith;)  North-easterly  by  the  aforesaid  lot  of  ground,  number  five;  and 
South-easterly  by  part  of  the  old  brew  house,  late  of  Rip  Van  Dam  of  the  said  dty 
of  New  York,  Esq.,  deceased;  containing  in  breadth  in  front,  to  Nassau-street 
aforesaid,  thirty-eight  feet,  two  inches  in  length,  on  the  South-west  side  thereof, 
eii^ty  one  feet  nine  inches,  (which  said  South-westerly  side  line  begins  at  Nassau- 
street  aforesaid,  and  runs  thence  South-easterly  or  thereabouts,  through  the  middle 
of  the  partition  waU  of  the  said  house  of  the  said  Seth  Smith,  and  the  boust  heTC^ 
granted,  twenty  feet,  six  inches;  then  about  North-easterly,  (including  the  whole 
wall,)  seven  feet,  and  then  about  a  South-easterly  course,  (including  all  the  wall 
as  it  runs)  flfty-four  feet,  three  Inches,  which  completes  said  line;  and  in  length 
by  the  lot  of  ground  number  Qve,  above  mentioned,  seventy  five  feet;  and  in  the 
rear  in  breadth,  including  part  of  and  adjoining  to  the  other  part  of  the  said  Brew 
House,  twenty  four  feet,  all  English  measure.  And  whereas,  all  parties  are  inclined 
to  preserve  the  said  estate  in  all  times,  coming  for  the  pious  uses  aforesaid.  Now 
therefore,  know  ye  that  if  the  said  Obligors,  their  heirs  or  assigns,  who  are  only 
intended  to  be  trustees  for  said  property.  Be  it  remembered,  that  on  the  twenty- 
third  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-three,  personally  appeared  before  me  Daniel  Horsmanden,  Esq.,  Chief  Justice 
for  the  province  of  New  York ;  the  within  named  obligors  to  the  within  instrument, 
whose  names  are  subscribed,  and  seals  affixed  to,  and  severally  acknowledge  that 
they  executed  the  within  instrument  as  their  voluntary  act  and  deed,  to  and  for  the 
uses  and  purposes  therein  mentioned,  and  I  having  inspected  the  same,  and  finding 
therein  no  material  erasures  or  interlinatlons  other  than  such  as  are  noticed,  to 
allow  the  same  to  be  recorded. 

Dan  Horsmanden. 

yew  York  Secretary* »  Offloe,  tnd  Deo,  1773. 

The  within  bond  and  indorsement  are  recorded  in  this  office  In  Lib.  deeds  com- 
mencing 22nd  August,  1771.     Page  368,  for  and  in  the  records  thereof,  page  369. 

Acts  of  the  Synod  of  !N^orth  Holland,  July  30-Aua.  8,  1765. 

Vol.  65. 

Article  37. — Classical  Changes. 

Dismissed  as  ministers : 

.To  New  York,  Rev.  Isaac  Rysdyk,  once  minister  at  Echtelt;  Installed  to  the 
ministry  of  the  combined  churches  of  Poughkeepsie,  Fishklll,  etc.,  May  6,  1765. 

Rev.  Herman  Lancelot  Boeleun,  once  minister  at  Schonerbeek ;  installed  to  the 
ministry  of  the  four  churches  on  Long  Island,  Nassau,  July  22,  1765. 

Article  47. — New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

Their  Hon.  Mightinesses  had  no  remarks  to  make  on  this  matter. 
The  Corresponding  Delegates  had  nothing  about  it  in  their  Acts. 
The  Rev.  (Hasses  thank  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  for  the  needed  lig^t  gives 
them  last  year.    They  leave  this  matter  further  in  charge  of  the  Deputies. 


OF  THE  State  op  New  York.  4001 

1765 

Church  of  New  York. 
Latin  School  House.     Vaults. 

New  York,  Augutt  Ist,  1765. 
C^oiialttory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

.    The  heading  of  a  subscription  to  build  or  hire  a  suitable  school  house  for  the 
.^In  school,  etc.,   mentioned   in  the  preceeding  minutes  was  presented,  but  for 
^zxaportant  reasons,  the  going  around  with  it  was  delayed  until  the  beginning  of 


2.  It  was  resolred  to  have  the  Act  of  Assembly  and  Confirmation   registered. 
^I^li«    matter  was  entrusted  to  Mr.  Abraham  Lott. 

3.  The  street  before  the  Tower  of  the  New  Church  shall  be  put  in  order. 

'4.    The  plan  for  yaults  in  the  yard  of  the  New  Church  was  approved,  and  referred 
'^o     Clie  Church  Blasters  to  number  the  same. 

tt.    The  form  of  a  deed  for  each  yault-lot  sold  was  presented,  and  approved,  and 
ox"^«red  with  some  improvement  of  the  wording  to  be  printed. 

Signed  etc., 

Arch.  Laidlie  p.  t.  President. 

Correspondence  in  America. 

I~f<^v.  Lambertus  De  Ronde  to  his  own  Consistory — that  of  New 
York,  Aug.  20,  1765.     (See  also  Sep.  9,  1765.) 

New  York,  Aug.  20,  1765. 

^Xessrs.  Philip  Livingston  and  John  Breyoort,  elders,  haye  been  to  my  house  and 

^^'*A  me^  in  the  name  of  the  Rey.  Consistory  (of  New  York),  that  our  two  ministers, 

Hlt^Qia  and  Ladelie,  (Laidlie),  as  well  as  the  other  members  of  the  Consistory,  are 

'^^    ^e  opinion  that  I  had  no  right  to  go  and  preach  in  other  CHiurches,  such  as  the 

^■"^•byterian,  or  others,  that  are  not  connected  with  our  own  (Dutch)  Church  (or 

P^x&OQilnation) ;  and  that  neither  had  I  the  right  to  preach  in  any  of  the  priyate 

I^^^^M  in  this  city.    To  this,  I  made  answer,  that  I  was  of  a  different  opinion,  and 

^"«yed  that  I  had  the  right  and  authority  to  do  as  I  had  done;  and  this  I  could 

^^^b^iah  with  proper  proof.     Mr.  Liyingston  said,  howeyer,  that  he  did  not  wish 

^^bate  the  subject  with  me,  but  since  I  waa  of  an  opposite  opinion,  I  might  try 

^<>ityince  the  Consistory.     I  accepted  of  his  offer,  and  I  now  propose  to  enter 

\^^^9  business. 

j^ /p^c^ceming  the  first  point,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Consistory  that  I  haye  no 

^^^^    to  go  and  preach  in  other  (Thurches  (Denominations)  such  as  the  Presbyterian, 

y     others,  not  connected  with  our  own  Church,  I  remark : 
Q^^  ^    %^e  Rey.  Consistory  means  by  this,  that  I  haye  no  right  to  go  and  preach  for 
^^^^    to  the  neglect  of  my  duties  to  my  own  church,  to  which  I  am  called — we 


^^  -  on  that  point.  But  if  the  Consistory  means  that  I,  without  neglecting  my 
,^^^  to  my  own  church,  when  on  a  Journey,  or  when  happening  to  be  present  in 
^^^^  other  locality,  outside  this  city,  when  asked  to  preach  the  Gospel  by  any 
^^^^^^iinlty  haye  no  right  to  do  so,  then  we  differ  decidedly  in  opinion,  and  I  assert 
»j7      1  haye  such  a  right 

^*^"it:   Because  it  is  not  in   conflict  with  our  Church  Order.     I   find  no  rules 


Q^^^^«t  my  doing  so.  They  might,  indeed,  refer  to  the  words  of  Article  16,  of 
t^^  Church  Order  which  read  as  follows :  "  It  shall  not  be  Justifiable  to  any  minis- 
a^l .  ^^  neglect  the  seryices  of  his  own  church,  or,  not  being  in  regular  service  him- 
o^  *  to  go  about  and  preach  here  and  there,  without  the  consent  and  authorization 
i^^^^|^«  Synod  or  Classis.  Likewise,  no  minister  may  preach  in  another  church,  or 
"^^^^ister  the  sacraments  therein,  without  the  consent  of  its  Consistory :" — But 
^oes  not  at  once  see  that  this  Article  is  intended  for  such  ministers,  as  neglect 
own  services,  which  they  were  called  especially  to  render ;  or  not  being  settled 
any  particular  church,  and  having  no  fixed  locality  for  service,  gad  about 
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here  and  there,  preaching  In  many  churches  In  different  localitlea  Now  then  maj 
not  do  this  without  the  permission  of  the  (Particular)  Synod  or  Classls  (to  which 
those  churches  belong).  Those  bodies  must  first  be  conyinced  of  the  ability  and 
character  of  such  persons;  for  they  are  to  guard  the  (vacant)  churches,  that  they 
be  not  led  astray. 

Secondly:  But  a  preacher,  who  claims  the  right  to  preach  in  other  churches, 
without  the  consent  of  the  Consistory  of  that  place,  Is  an  Intruder  in  such  a  church, 
and  his  conduct  would  not  be  at  all  Justifiable.  Therefore,  we  haye  neyer  preached 
anywhere  without  the  consent  of  the  Consistory  of  the  particular  church.  And  that 
this  Article  15,  refers  to  the  conduct  of  such  Intruders,  Is  eyident  from  the  yery 
nature  of  the  case.  For  although  my  Consistory  might  gtye  their  consent  for  me 
to  go  and  preach  In  some  other  church,  the  Consistory  of  that  church  need  not. 
therefore,  permit  me  to  preach  there;  and  thus  they  would  make  the  consent  of 
my  own  Consistory  null  and  yold. 

Further :  When  has  it  eyer  happened  that  any  minister  in  Holland,  in  any  of 
Its  Proylnces,  has  been  obliged  first  to  ask  permission  of  his  Consistory,  when  on 
a  Journey,  or  being  temporarily  in  any  locality,  away  from  his  own  field,  whether 
he  might  be  allowed  to  preach  or  not?  Or,  will  It  be  objected:  the  allusion  In  that 
Article  15  Is  only  to  Dutch  churches?  Well,  it  is  the  Dutch  Cburch  Order  to 
which  our  ministers  are  subject.  But  this  Church  Order  does  not  make  any  men- 
tion of  other  Churches,  differing  in  language  and  in  economy,  with  a  prohlbltJon 
of  preaching  in  them  on  Inyltatlon ;  and  consequently,  wbere  there  is  no  law,  for 
or  against  a  thing,  there  can  be  no  transgression.     Rom.  4 :  15. 

Besides,  who  would  dare  to  think  that  a  Synod,  composed  of  Christian  ministers, 
would  demand  anything  In  such  evident  opposition  to  the  very  Word  of  €k>d?  For 
It  is  the  duty  of  every  Christian  minister,  after  the  example  of  the  (first)  Apostles 
and  heralds  of  the  Cross  of  Christ,  "  to  sow  beside  all  waters**,  Is.  32:  20;  and 
"  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature  '*,  Mark  16 :  15 ;  indeed,  never  to  negle«t 
any  opportunity  of  place  or  time ;  but  wherever  there  Is  an  open  door,  to  preach 
the  Gospel.  Even  as  a  certain  famous  Dutch  divine  once  said :  "  Seek  out  oppor> 
tunities  to  do  service  for  your  Great  Master ;  scatter  the  seed  of  the  Gospel  by  any 
means ;  cast  the  net  to  catch  the  souls  of  men.*'  He  continues :  "  The  pulpit,  and 
the  interior  of  the  church,  are  not  the  only  places  for  sowing  seed ;  but  the  whole 
world  Is  the  field." 

And  why,  we  might  ask,  does  the  Lord  give  the  knowledge  of  his  Word,  and 
talents  and  gifts  to  certain  ones?  Is  it  not  thdt  they,  according  to  their  ability, 
may  benefit  others?  1  Pet  4  :  10.  And  arff  they  not  to  do  this,  everywhere,  ac- 
cording to  time  and  opportunity,  in  order  to  spread  the  Gospel,  and  thus  extend 
the  Kingdom  of  Christ.  Can  any  Christian  be  opposed  to  my  acting  thus?  B^ven 
the  heathen  Seneca  says :  **  If  Wisdom  should  come  in  to  me,  and  of  her  own 
accord  should  offer  to  dwell  with  me,  provided  I  would  hide  her,  and  not  communi- 
cate her  to  anyone  else.  I  would  not  desire  her  to  come ;  for  no  possession  Is 
pleasant  without  the  power  of  communicating  It."  And  here  I  dare  to  say  right 
out,  that  he  is  not  worthy  of  the  knowledge  of  God's  Word  who  does  not  use  it 
for  the  benefit  of  others.  **  The  lips  of  the  righteous  feed  many  ".  Prov.  10 :21. 
And  ministers  are  expressly  appointed  to  teach  men,  yea,  all  men,  as  just  such  a 
sentiment  occurs  thrice  in  one  verse.  Col.  1:2.(?) 

Moreover,  what  evil  is  there,  Men  and  Brethren,  in  doing  this?  Is  it  harmful 
to  any  one?  Does  it  do  any  damage  to  the  country  or  to  the  Church?  On  the 
contrary,  the  only  object  is  to  benefit,  in  every  respect.  And,  with  the  blessing 
of  God,  such  services  are  signally  beneficial  to  the  Church ;  and  the  Lord  often 
blesses  the  most  humble  means.  What,  moreover,  is  the  real  spirit  of  my  call 
to  you?  Is  it  that  I  should  be  prohibited  to  preach  anywhere  else  except  In  the 
pulpit  of  New  York,  and  that  In  our  own  church?  By  no  means!  It  Is  to  preach 
the  Gospel  first  to  you,  in  its  purity,  and  to  administer  the  Holy  Sacraments  ac- 
cording to  their  institution  by  (Thrlst,  in  connection  with  our  other  ministers;  and 
further,  to  do  everything  that  belongs  to  the  oflSce  of  a  faithful  minister.  And 
now  If  I  do  this,  if  I  answer  to  all  these  requirements,  as  I  have  sought  to  do 
during  all  the  time  I  have  been  with  you,  can  anything  more  be  required  of  me? 
Do  I  owe  you  anything  more?     Certainly  not. 

And,  then,  can  you  indulge  in  such  an  opinion,  and  assume  such  an  authority 
over  me,  as  to  Imagine  that  it  is  not  lawful  for  me.  when  not  engaged  in  my  own 
aeryicea,  to  spend  my  time  for  the  good  of  others?    Does  not  this  seem  rather 
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I,  my  dear  Sirs?  Ye  Elders,  inasmuch  as  you  are  obliged,  according  to  your 
PTovxilses  before  Ood  and  his  Church,  at  your  installation  to  your  office,  in  connec- 
tU^SK  with  the  ministers,  to  keep  all  tyranny  and  oppression  out  of  the  Church  of 
^^x>lst,  has  your  own  minister  now  become  the  object  of  oppression?  Is  this  con- 
*is^«5nt  with  your  duty?  Ask  your  own  consciences  about  this,  and  let  them  con- 
flo.^?^  yon. 

-A^Ad  now  I  proceed  to  the  second  point:   "That  I  am  not  allowed,  when  not 
<>^flF^«ed  in  my  own  services,  to  speak  or  preach  the  Word  in  private  houses." 

Xf  you.  Gentlemen  (of  the  Consistory),  take  hold  of  this  matter  in  a  loose  and 
th^Yigfatless  way,  then  I  would  not  dare  to  take  it  upon  my  conscience  to  Join  you 
in     ^our  opinion.     I  even  shudder  to  think  that  two  ministers,  together  with  mem- 
bers of  our  Consistory,  are  of  the  opinion  that  I  am  to  be  considered  as  an  un- 
f^&'fcliful  servant,  and  a  violator  of  my  promises.     For  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Con- 
si^-C:ory  also  to  watch  over  the  conduct  of  the  ministers  of  the  Word ;  and  ye  Elders 
lua>'^«  made  the  same  promises  before  God  and  his  Church.     We  And  in  our  Forms, 
ac^^ordlng  to  which  we  are  installed  when   we  assume  our  offices,   how   that   the 
AKX>stle  Paul  placed  himself  for  an  example  to  other  pastors ;  for  he  declared  that. 
pult»1icly,  and  from  house  to  house,  he  taught  and  testified  repentance  toward  God 
aiB^i  faith  toward  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  Acts  20:  20,  21.     Upon  this,  the  minister 
l»     ^sked  by  his  fellow  officers  and  brethren,  whether  he  will  promise  to  fulfill  his 
om<^  faithfully,  as  has  been  described?     And  he  answers  before  God  and  the  whole 
ck^^varch.  Yea,  with  all  my  heart     This  I  did  in  my  first  place  of  settlement ;  and 
se^^ondiy  again  before  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam ;  and  now  here,  before  the  whole 
ctavarch,  besides  subscribing  to  the  Formulas. 

'A.nd  so  this  charge  was  laid  upon  my  shoulders,  according  to  my  solemn  prom- 
1*^^  in  harmony  with  the  Order  of  the  Church,  and  my  office  which  is  from  God ; 
^^At  I  should  serve  the  puri>oses  of  God  in  every  possible  way ;  and  use  all  dili- 
Cence,  employing  every  possible  means  to  impress  the  knowledge  of  the  truth, 
wlilch  is  according  to  godliness,  upon  the  people ;  **  to  be  instant  in  season  and  out 
o'   seaaon." 

laalah,  also,  calls  God's  servants  "  Watchmen,  who  must  not  hold  their  peace 
^7  nor  night ";  Is.  62  :6,  7.  And  is  not  Christ  set  before  us  as  an  example,  that 
we  should  walk  even  as  He  walked,  1  John  2  :6  ?  And  did  not  the  Great  Teacher 
•nabrace  every  opportunity  to  instruct  and  exhort  his  disciples  and  followers, 
wbettier  in  public,  or  on  the  mountains,  or  in  private  in  the  houses,  wherever 
<*ccaa«lon  permitted?     And  must  I  not  follow  in  my  Master's  steps? 

But  what  do  I  say?     Can  a  Christian  minister  feel  free  of  duty,  when  he  knows 

^«  Qnskillfolness  of  the  people  in  divine  things?     when  he  lives  in  a  place  where 

^we    tre  divers  denominations?     Can  he  feel  free,  not  to  speak  on  all  occasions, 

vor<lfl»  of  instruction   and   exhortation,   especially   when    invited   to    do   so?     When 

they   say  to  him  as  once  *'  the  rulers  of  the  synagogue  "  said  to  PanI  and  Barnabas : 

'*   men  and  brethren,  if  ye  have  any  word  of  exhortation  for  the  people,  say  on  ", 

Act»     33  -25^     gy  j^Q  means !     He  should  always  be  ready   to   say  :   "  Wherefore.   I 

^®   yon  to  record  this  day,  that  I  am  pure  from  the  blood  of  all  men  ;  for  I  have 

not   fttiQiined  to  declare  unto  you  all  the  counsel  of  God  ",  Acts  20  :26,  27.     Yea. 

^   *«  unto  me,  if  I  preach  not  the  Gospel,  1  Cor.  0  :X6. 

•'^e  the  brethren  of  the  opinion  that  this  work  is  not  to  be  done  thus  openly? 

^  ***   •'Hi  I  again  of  an  opposite  opinion.     I  will  follow  the  example  of  our  Great 

.  **^^,    Jesus,  who  did  not  speak  in  secret,  in  dark  places  of  the  earth  as  does 

^«vii.     He  hates  the  light,  and  is  accustomed  to  speak,  through  his  Instruraents. 

.    ^  ^i*rk  corners.     This  appears  from  the  accounts  of  the  ancient  Greeks :   that 

..     ***    famous  temple  at  Delphi,   in  Greece,  he  ever  gave  forth  doubtful  and  am- 

J^^^s    answers  through   the   idol   of  Apollo.     Nay,   the   Lord  says :    "  I    have  not 

^  ^**    In  secret ",  Is  4.5 :  19.     And  thus  it  was.  also,  when  God  spoke  from  heaven. 

Alift  (at  Sinai)  spoke  publicly  before  more  than  six  hundred  thousand  hearers. 

.      ^*ul   (rather  Apollos)  "  mightily  convinced  the  Jews,  and  that  puhUcly.  Khow- 

fM  ^*  Scriptures  that  Jesus  was  the  Christ  ",  Acts  18  :28.     And  we  need  not 

^       **ow,  nor  close  our  windows  and  doors,  as  formi.Tly   the  disciples  did.   when 

J^  **iet  together,  for  fear  of  the  .Tews,  .Tohn  20:10:  neither  do  we  light  a  candle 

**^t  it  under  a  bushel,  but  on  a  candlestick,  that  It  may  give  light  to  all  (hat 

-  ^'^  the  house,  Mat.  6  :15.     From  all  this  it  clearly  appears  that  ministers  must 

^l^e  their  light  or  refrain  from  giving  their  services  unto  others.     Yet.   I   do 

^%nt  to  define  the  duties  of  others,  but  leave  it  to  them  to  act  according  to 
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the  circumstances  of  tbe  times;  even  as  the  Synod  of  Gelderland,  held  in  1752^ 
leayee  snch  things  to  the  discretion  of  particular  IndlYiduals;  nevertheleM,  thej* 
examined  all  those  who  were  to  be  public  speakers,  in  their  Assemblies,  sometlmefl 
with  open  doors  and  sometimes  with  doors  closed. 

Or  do  they  object  (to  my  extra  outside  services)  because  such  services  are  some- 
times held  in  the  evening?*  But  Paul,  when  at  Troas  extended  his  speech  nntil 
midnight.  Acts  20:8,  9;  and  in  the  evening  the  people  have  flnisbed  their  work,  andi 
can  attend.  And  even  if  tbore  should  stand  a  crowd  of  prostitutes  at  the  door,  sc 
that  people  bad  to  ioolc  out  for  their  pockets,  as  one  of  the  three  elders  who  hon- 
ored me  with  a  call  on  Aug.  12,  1755,  told  me  he  had  been  Informed,  what  of  itt 
The  same  might  be  said  of  all  other  public  places,  where  evil  •minded  people  stand 
about  the  doors,  as  well  as  about  church-doors.  In  a  great  multitude  we  generally 
find  tbe  good  and  the  evil  intermingled,  the  honest  and  the  dishonest.  But  I  wafl 
unaware  of  such  speoitlc  evils  as  those  mentioned,  for  I  cannot  distingui^ih  by  th€ 
dress  such  evil -disponed  persons  from  better  ones.  Yet  others  may  have  mora 
experience.  But  even  the  most  evil-minded  have  been  led  to  repentance  and  tc 
enter  upon  a  virtuous  life.  And  as  for  those  who  are  afraid  of  losing  their  purses, 
there  is  no  necessity  of  their  taking  their  money  with  them  to  places  where  no 
business  is  to  be  done;  but  where  only  poor  sinners  are  to  be  Invited  to  buy  wlna 
and  milk  without  money  and  without  price.  Is.  55:1.  And  they  who  lose  theU 
money  in  a  crow^d  have  only  themselves  to  blame. 

Or  is  it  because  I  expound  the  Word  of  God  In  EhigUsh?  Well  how  Ih  it  possibl* 
that  the  opinion  of  some  people  should  change  so  suddenly?  Since  the  necessity 
of  preaching  in  English,  in  our  church,  has  been  clearly  demonstrated  by  the  Con- 
slstory;  and  by  its  now  so  frequent  requisition  in  many  meetings;  and  by  the  Uicr 
that  so  many  people  who  at  first  opposed  It,  and  who  could  hardly  understand  m 
word  of  English,  now  declare  that  they  understand  an  English  sermon  better  thac 
one  in  Dutch:  am  I  then,  not  to  be  allowed  to  learn  the  now  prevailing  language 
of  the  land,  as  well  as  to  know  the  other  tongue?  Am  I  not  to  be  allowed  tc 
preach  the  Gospel  in  this  English  tongue  as  well  as  in  the  Dutch?  Does  not  the 
Word  of  God  give  me  the  liberty  to  do  this?  Even  before  the  coming  of  the  Rev. 
Ladelle  (Laidlie),  I  publicly  proved  in  the  pulpit  our  right  to  do  this,  at  the  time 
of  Pentecost.  I  gave  great  satisfaction  in  that  discourse,  to  the  majority  of  the 
Consistory,  as  I  was  told  at  my  own  home.  Or  am  I  only  a  Dutch  speaking  minis- 
ter. Well,  do.  Indeed,  preach  in  Dutch ;  yet,  as  a  fact,  I  am  able  to  speak,  preach  or 
write,  In  whichever  language  I  choose. 

Behold,  then.  Gentlemen,  this  Is  my  opinion.  I  trust  it  may  convince  you  of  the 
truth  and  Justice  of  this  whole  business.  To  this  end,  I  wish  you  God's  light  and 
grace! 

Laml)ertus  De  Ronde. 


CORRESPOXDEXCE   FrOM   AmERICA. 

liev.  Lambertiis  Do  Ronde  to  the  Clasvsis  of  Amsterdam,  per  Rev. 

John  Tvalkoen,  Sep.  9,  1765. 

New  York,  Sept  9,  1765. 
Rev.  Sir  and  Much  Respected  Brother : — 

I  very  gladly  received  your  Rev's,  communication,  which  was  also  signed  by  the 
Rev.  Budde,  acting  President,  and  dated  the  4th  of  February,  together  with  that 
book  of  Marshall.     For  this  I  thank  the  Rev.  Classis. 

And  while  I  abide  by  her  decision,  (although  approved  by  the  Classis  6t  Leiden.) 
that  this  book  does  not  come  under  her  supervision  (that  of  the  Classis  of  Amster- 
dam) ;  yet  myself,  as  well  as  other  ministers  both  here  and  In  London,  cannot 
approve  of  the  ideas  of  that  writer.  Indeed,  I  abhor  the  same,  and  I  declare,  that 
they  tend  to  bring  man  to  tbe  greatest  carelessness.  I  am  also  grieved  that  the 
Classis  of  Leiden  should  ever  have  approved  of  such  a  book ;  also  that  I  moat  hear 
that  this  same  book  is  even  here  recommended  by  Rev.  Laldlle.  I  did  not  think  that 
the  Classis,  after  a  careful  investigation,  could  therewith  be  pleased. 


^BTening  serricea  were  at  that  time  more  or  less  disapproved,  on  acooont  of  eertatii 
evils  which  liad  sometimea  accompanied  them.   Art.  64. 
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congregation.  This  matter  they  brought  even  before  the  cItII  tribunal.  After  this 
point  had  been  advocated,  it  was  left  to  the  decision  of  the  Chief  Jastices  wbo  took 
the  matter  Into  further  consideration.     Time  will  show  what  the  decision  will  be. 

This  quarrel  has  not  abated  at  all  since  the  arrlyal  of  Key.  Laldlle.  His  Bcr. 
was  not  willing  to  preach  from  Passion-texts,  or  holiday-sermons,  as  he  ought  to  hSTt 
done;  nor  is  he  willing  to  be  subordinate.  He  organizes  special  meetings  where 
women  by  themselves,  and  men  and  youths  by  themselves  expound  the  Scriptores  by 
turns,  repeat  prayers  from  memory,  discuss  questions  of  conscience,  etc.  All  this  is 
also  done  with  closed  doors,  and  without  the  supervision  of  the  Consistory  or  of  bis 
colleagues.  Furthermore,  he  recommends  that  book  of  Marshall  (on  Sanctiflcatlon), 
and  gives  utterance  to  incautious  expressions,  or  peculiar  opinions,  both  in  and  out 
of  the  pulpit.  AH  these  things  make  matters  worse,  and  cause  many  to  fear  that 
he  will  yet  become  an  Independent;  especially  l>ecause  he  has  many  adherents. 
These  dare  not  contradict  him,  and  are  ready  to  treat  severely  any  one  wbo  opens 
his  mouth  against  him.  They  do  not  spare  even  the  old  ministers  who  have  spent 
their  lungs  and  powers  in  this  congregation. 

There  was  very  recently  a  case  of  this  kind  affecting  me  indfvldually.  Yet  I 
can  honestly  assure  your  Rev.  that  I  have  nothing  else*  in  view  but  truth,  and 
where  it  is  possible,  peace.  After  we  bad  received  your  last  letter,  dated  Pebmary 
4,  (1766),  in  which  you  again  strongly  urged  the  subordination  of  Rev.  Laldlle,  a 
few  Dutch  members,  as  soon  as  this  became  known,  came  to  my  house.  They  bad 
first  called  on  Rev.  Rltzema,  who  sent  them  to  me,  in  order  first  to  Inquire,  what  I 
would  say.  They  asked  me,  whether  I  could  not  devise  some  plan,  or  means,  by 
which  peace  could  be  restored  in  our  congregation.  I  replied  that  I  was  heartily 
willing  to  take  this  matter  into  consideration,  and  confer  about  it  with  Rev. 
Rltzema.  They  further  asked  me  whether  Rev.  Laldlle  should  not  be  *'  Subordinate  ** 
(to  the  Classis),  as  well  as  ourselves.  I  answered  them  in  the  aflirmatlve,  sayinc* 
that  this  was  the  desire  of  the  Classis ;  that  his  Rev.  had  been  written  to,  and  tbat 
he  might  now  probably  yield  to  it.  They  further  spoke  about  those  meetings  wblcb 
he  had  organised.  In  reference  to  this,  I  told  them  that  I  was  not  opposed  to  well 
regulated  gatherings,  which  were  in  accordance  with  the  usages  of  our  Fatherland, 
and  tended  for  mutual  instruction  and  improvement ;  but  I  did  disapprove  of  all 
kinds  of  meetings  out  of  which  might  arise  wrong  experiences.  Of  these  they  bad 
given  a  few  specimens. 

No  sooner  did  my  Consistory  find  out  that  those  Dutch  members  had  called  on  me, 
than  they  were  indignant,  and  three  members  came  to  my  house :  and  although  tbey 
could  not  condemn  what  had  occurred,  for  I  told  them  all  the  circumstances,  and 
that  I  also  favored  the  subordination  of  Laldlle.  and  disapproved  of  his  meetings; 
yet  they  seemed  to  be  very  much  displeased  with  me.  They  took  it  up  as  a  con> 
spiracy  between  myself  and  the  Dutch  party,  and  searched  out  everything  that  could 
l>e  brought  up  which  tended  to  my  hurt.  This  went  on  so  far,  with  some  lying  and 
fabrications,  tbat  a  few  unpleasant  words  passed  between  Rev.  Tjaidlle  and  myself. 
After  I  had  told  him  what  I  thought  it  to  be  my  duty  to  tell  him,  he  came  to  my 
house  and  asked  pardon  from  my  wife  and  myself.  Thus  this  storm  blew  over 
again. 

But  shortly  after  that,  the  scene  was  reversed,  and  I  was  said  to  be  the  person 
who  should  have  asked  pardon  from  Laldlle.  This  He  was  cut  short  by  other  wlt> 
nesses  who  had  heard  things  to  the  contrary.  When  they  could  invent  nothing  more 
to  annoy  me,  two  elders  came  to  my  house.  They  said  that  the  two  ministers.  Rev. 
Rltzema.  who  had  immediately  taken  part  with  the  Consistory,  and  Rev.  Laldlle, 
supported  by  the  other  members,  were  of  the  opinion,  that  I  should  not  be  allowed 
to  preach  in  any  other  congregation,  outside  my  own  charge.  For  example :  when 
I  am  traveling  among  the  Presbyterians :  for  in  the  goodness  of  God,  and  his  special 
Providence,  I  am  competent  to  preach  the  word  In  the  English  language  also  or 
even  here  in  the  city  in  a  house.  But  this  1  had  done  all  winter  during  the  week, 
in  addition  to  my  regular  preaching-services,  upon  request  of  a  great  many ;  and, 
praise  be  to  God.  not  altogether  without  a  blessing.  I  was  about  to  show  them  tbat 
I  had  a  right  to  do  this  thing:  but  those  two  gentlemen  were  not  willing  to  debate 
that  point  with  me.  They  simply  said,  that  If  I  was  of  a  different  opinion.  I  shonld 
convince  the  consistory  of  It.  This.  1  engnpod  to  do.  nnd  T  am  now  about  to  hand 
in  my  opinion,  a  copy  of  which  I  also  take  the  liberty  to  forward  to  you.  (See  An^ 
10,  1765.) 
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U  ^ovir  Rer.  and  other  Tbeologians  agree  with  me  In  thinking  that  my  opinion  la 

^^**^  ^lK>n  the  Word  of  God»  I  wlah  you  would  be  kind  enough  to  communicate  your 

QV^nloi^  to  me,  aa  also  that  of  the  Rev.  Clasaia.    To  the  authority  of  Classia  I  haye 

^^^^9  been  willing  to  Bubmlt»  and  give  it  all  due  respect.     But  I  would  haye  you 

^^,  ca.re  that  I  may  be  allowed  to  continue  in  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel  (elae- 

Tr^^>  •  In  addition  to  the  observance  of  my  own  proper  services.    For  I  assure  yoa» 

f^^'^y -beloved  brother,  that  both  a  necessary  and  peculiar  Providence  of  God  is  to 

^^^^erved  in  the  fact,  that  I  had  to  learn  a  language,  against  which  I  had  had  an 

^^^Pathy  for  twelve  or  thirteen  years,  and  which  I  only  commenced  to  study  a 

Tr^*^  time  previous  to  the  arrival  of  Rev.  Laldlle.     Yet  I  so  far  acquired  it  during 

^^  Qrst  year,  by  the  help  of  God,  that  I  composed  a  short  *'  System  ",  which  I  used 

^^techetlcal  instruction ;  and  in  the  second  year,  I  preached  in  it.    Before  the 

li  '^^i^g  of  Rev.  Laldlle,  I  had  over  eighty  catechumens  (in  English)  ;  but  as  soon  as 

^^me  my  **  System "  was  discarded.    The  children  were  then  put  under  the 


j^^«-r^etion  of  a  newly  appointed  teacher,  a  tailor  by  trade,  who  openly  declared  to 
'    tbat  the  opinions  of  Marshall  were  the  foundation  of  his  faith.     Recently  also 


<^^,_^-    Laldlle   introduced   a   little  catechism,  by   Rev   Hellenbroek.     This  had  been 
^^^ftlated  into  English  by  a  man  named  Low,  a  builder  by  trade.     It  was  pre- 
Zr^^ed  to  the  consistory  with  the  Intention  that  the  young  people  should  be  cate- 
'^^led  from  it 

^    ^rom  these  specimens  It  will  be  very  apparent  to  you  how  things  go  on  here.     I, 
^r  my  part,  sigh  under  these  things  and  others,  and  pour  out  my  prayers  before 
^^.     I  am  willing,  supported  by  his  strength,  to  bear  reproach  for  His  name's  sake. 
^  had  been  zealous  to  secure  an  English  minister.     Would  that  he  were  pure  in  doc- 
trine, and  acted  In  conformity  with  our  Constitution !     But  alas !     I  hear  so  many 
things.     May  the  Lord  watch  over  the  many  thousand  souls  in  the  Church  of  New 
Ketherland.     I  have  now  been  stationed  here  for  more  than  fifteen  years,  and  have 
never   known   of  such   things  among   us  before.     Everything  has  always  gone  on 
peaceably,  but  the  times  have  now  changed.     I  hear  of  novelties.     There  is  much 
clamor  about  sudden  conversions  of  those  who  attend  these  meetings  which  have 
been  organised,  but  I  fall  to  see  any  fruits.     Would  to  God,  It  were  true !     How  I 
would  then  rejoice  with  all  who  fear  God.     Oh !  that  God  would  pour  out  His  Spirit 
in  an  abundant  measure  over  our  ZIon. 

Rev.  Brother !  remember  the  state  of  our  Church  in  your  prayers.  Pray  for  your 
brother  who  Is  reproached  for  the  sake  of  the  pure  Gospel  truth.  I  commend  myself 
to  your  alfection,  good  counsel,  and  assistance.  Count  me  worthy  to  send  me  per- 
sonally a  letter  in  reply,  I  will  gladly  do  everything  which  my  conscience  will  allow 
me  to  do.  Possibly,  my  time  may  not  be  much  longer.  By  hard  study  and  a  seden- 
tary life,  my  constitution  has  been  undermined.  But  my  anxiety  Is  for  the  sheep 
which  I  have  shepherded  so  long,  that  they  may  not  be  torn  to  pieces  by  wolves. 
The  Lord  be  with  you  and  strengthen  you,  and  support  you,  and  make  you  an  instm- 
m^t  in  His  hand  In  winning  many  souls  to  our  glorious  King. 
I  remain,  with  special  love  in  my  heart  toward  your  Rev., 

Highly  Esteemed  Brother,  Your  humble  servant  and  brother, 

Lambertus  De  Ronde. 

P.  S.  Rev.  Rysdyck  seems  to  me  to  be  a  very  amiable  man,  and  not  lacking  gifts 
and  accomplishments.  I  have  given  him  all  possible  advice ;  he  goes  to  a  peaceable 
congregation. 

CoRRESrONDENCE  FrOM    AmERICA. 

Rov.  Joannes  Ritzonia  to  the  Classis  of  Ani^itenlani,  Sep.  10,  1765. 

Vol.  33,  page  90.     No.  361. 

Right  Rev.  Gentlemen,  Fathers  and  Brethren  in  Christ : — 

The  opportunity  which  now  exists  to  send  a  letter  to  Amsterdam  without  cost, 
gives  me  the  boldness  to  take  up  my  pen,  for  I  doubt  whether  I  will  have  another 
opportunity  after  our  ((^onferentie)  Meeting,  which  will  not  be  held  before  the 
ateond  Tuesday  in  October. 
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Give  our  hearty  thanks  to  the  Rev.  Classis,  In  my  behalf,  for  the  trouble  they  took 
In  'tending  letters  over  to  us,  and  especially  for  the  copy  of  their  letter  to  ttia 
so-called  Coetus.  (See  June  3,  1765.)  This  contains  a  complete  exhibitioii  of  the 
weakness  of  their  whole  scheme,  and  I  have  read  it  with  the  utmost  pleasure.  I 
have  also  read  it  to  some  others  who  are  well-wishers  to  our  Zion.  We  have  reewm 
to  praise  very  highly  the  patience  shown  by  the  Rev.  Clateis.  They  have  neglected 
nothing  pertaining  to  the  whole  business,  but  have  thoroughly  examined  and  ffone  to 
the  bottom  of  the  matter.  The  Lord,  who  makes  everything  clear  in  its  tlme^ 
command  his  blessing  upon  your  labor,  that  we  may  pluck  the  desired  fruits  txom 
this  experience. 

Domine  Rysdyk  arrived  here,  with  his  family  all  in  good  health,  on  August  SOtli, 
1765,  about  8  P.  M.  He  preached  here  with  great  satisfaction,  on  September  1st* 
to  a  large  audience.  In  the  few  days  of  his  stay  among  us,  he  has  also  excited  to 
us  high  hopes  that  his  Rev.  will  be  a  man  who  will  meet  our  full  expectations.  He 
has  already  gone  to  his  destination,  and  day  before  yesterday  preached  his  inaugural 
sermon  in  Hopewell,  N.  Y.  His  Rev.  was  very  much  pleased  with  his  reception  here, 
as  also  with  the  extent  of  our  city  and  the  excellent  buildings  which  he  saw;  and 
especially  with  the  recently  erected  Academy,  (Kings  College).  I  hope  that  his 
Rev.  may  also  find  it  pleasant  in  the  environments  of  his  country  home.  The  other 
two  ministerial  gentlemen  are  awaited  with  high  anticipations. 

In  reference  to  the  last  letter  of  the  Right  Rev.  (Hassis,  which  speaks  of  a  former 
request  of  mine,  that  there  might  be  sent  over,  two  or  three  candidates,  I  must 
observe  that,  although  the  request  was  made  by  me  alone,  yet  I  afterwards  communi- 
cated it  to  the  brethren,  and  they  approved  of  it.  But  we  find  now  that  the  places 
for  which  we  intended  them,  can  be  otherwise  filled ;  one  by  Domine  Aemilius,  who 

has  come  over ;  and  the  other  by  sending  a  Call to  a  certain 

candidate  in  Duisburgh,  through  the  assistance  of  Domine  Cock,  the  German  minister 
in  the  Camp,  (Germantown).  Therefore  the  sending  over  of  those  candidates  asked 
for.  Is  no  longer  necessary,  unless  further  notice  is  given.  I  am  satisfied  with  the 
resolution  of  the  Rev.  Classls  not  to  send  any  more  at  present,  except  on  further 
request.  The  reason  why  I  made  request  for  candidates  was,  among  other  things, 
this :  that  the  expense  would  be  less.  For  this  is  very  heavy  on  the  congregations 
when  a  minister,  with  a  large  family,  comes  over.  These  heavy  expenses  give  occa- 
sion also  to  the  Coetus  ministers  to  persuade  the  congregations  not  to  call  ministers 
from  Holland.  For  those  of  their  own  preparation  can  be  obtained  at  little  or  no 
expense,  and  then,  say  they,  they  know  also  whom  they  are  to  get. 

That  word  "  Subordination  '*  seems  to  be  very  distasteful  for  our  Colleague  Laldlle. 
It  therefore  puts  our  Consistory  in  somewhat  of  a  dilemma — the  holding  of  such  a 
(subordinate)  Assembly,  (the  so-called  Conferentie),  in  our  present  circumstances; 
for  we  have  now  on  hand  a  lawsuit  with  those  brethren  who  were  against  the  calling 
of  an  English-speaking  minister.  Our  Consistory  hardly  knows  what  to  do  under  the 
circumstances.  Matters  have  also  become  still  worse,  because  my  Colleague  De 
Ronde  has  united  himself  with  them  (the  Dutch  party)  and  would  like  to  see  dur 
beloved  Laldlle  expelled  from  the  congregation.  But  I  hope  to  manipulate  matters, 
so  that,  with  the  help  of  others,  we  shall  try  to  keep  peace  among  ourselves,  first; 
and  then  seek  to  further  the  interests  of  others  outside ;  for  I  am  sure  that  our  C6n- 
sistory  will  not  unite  with  the  Coetus,  but  they  will  with  us,  (the  Conferentie)  even 
although  Colleague  Laldlle  has  become  a  little  too  familiar  with  those  (Coetus) 
brethren. 

The  great  desire  which  animates  me,  and  which  I  find  Is  agreeable  to  many  others, 
is  to  call  a  Professor  of  Theology  from  Holland  for  our  new  Academy  (Kings  Col- 
lege). I  find  much  opposition  to  my  plan,  however,  and  especially  from  certain 
ones,  who,  I  think,  have  the  least  right  to  oppose  it.  And  the  so-called  Presbyte- 
rians of  the  Province  of  New  Jersey  are  now  aroused  to  this  same  purpose — to  try 
and  get  such  a  man  in  their  Academy,  (Princeton  College).  And  those  Presbyte- 
rians, as  I  have  been  told,  have  already  requested  the  Coetus  ministers  to  give  them 
assistance  therein  and  they  would  send  for  such  a  Professor.  This  I  make  known 
to  the  Rev.  Classls.  In  the  hope  that  if  there  should  come  any  such  request  before 
the  Reverend  Classls,  from  that  side  (the  Coetus),  or  any  information  should  be 
received  on  this  matter,  that  it  be  not  settled  too  hastily  and  without  my  knowledge. 
For  I  have  some  hopes  yet  to  secure  my  object,  (a  Professor  in  Kings  College).  It 
is  hindered  only  by  those  in  our  midst,  who  declare  themselves  to  be  one  with  the 
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ADMINISTRATION   OF    SIE  HENRY   MOORE,   B 
NOVEMBER  13,  1765-SEPTEMBER  12,  1769. 

Church  of  New  York. 

Musical  type.     Publication  of  the  Psalm  Book  and  Litur| 

English. 

New  York,  September  16, 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

1.  The  letter  of  Mr.  Daniel  Crommelin.  of  Amsterdam,  May  Slst,  1765,  i 
bill  for  the  Music  Notes,  amounting  to  557  guilders,  and  12  stiTers,  was  bro 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  paid  to  him,  either  in  a  bill  of  exchange  or  1 
money.  Mr.  Bvert  Bancker  was  appointed  to  borrow  the  necessary  money  f 
Treasurer,  and  afterwards  restore  it  from  the  proceeds  of  the  book,  when 

2.  Messrs.  Jno.  Brevoort,  Anthony  TenEyck,  Jakobus  Van  Zandt  and  Abn 
was  appointed  a  committee  to  further  the  preparation  of  the  Psalm  B< 
Formularies.  Said  committee  will  secure  the  paper  in  the  best  manner  | 
agree  with  the  printer  for  the  whole  impression  of  2000  copies  with  500  Cat 
separately.  If  it  is  required  to  pay  immediately  for  the  paper,  or  for  par 
printing  before  the  work  is  entirely  done,  they  have  the  right  to  draw  u 
Treasurer  for  the  necessary  sum. 

3.  The  committee  on  the  English  translation  of  the  Hellenbrock  Cai 
reported  that  they  found  it  to  agree  with  the  original  Dutch.  Whereupon 
approved. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Ritxema,  p.  t.  Pres 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

1765,  Oct  7th.     Art.  2.     Prof.  Curtenius*  likewise  ask 
his  book,  printed  in  quarto  at  de  Groot's,  treating  of  those 
in  the  Epistles  of  Paul  which  are  hard  to  understand,  and  c 
tain  other  places  of  Peter's  and  Paul's  Epistles,  pages  3-5 
elusive,  may  be  approved. 

Levering,  by  the  mouth  of  Rev.  V.  D.  Broek,  also  as! 
same  in  regard  to  the  pamphlet  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Eikers  on 
13.     This  the  Classis  granted,     xiv.  52. 

Church  of  New  York. 
Consistory  refuses  to  recognize  officially,  the  Conferent 

New  York,  October  7, 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

A  request  was  presented  by  domine  Joannes  Ritsema  to  the  Consistory  to 
the  three  ministers  together  with  three  Elders  to  meet  tomorrow  with  the  ii 

*He  was  uncle  of  Bey.  Antonius  Curtenius  of  Hackensack,  etc. 
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&x&d   Elders  [of  the  Conferentle]  in  order  to  read  the  letters  from  the  Classls  of 
AAisterdam,  and  attend  to  such  other  matters  as  might  ariBe. 

The  Consistorj  answered,  after  the  matter  had  been  discussed  over  and  over, 
they  belonged  neither  to  the  Coctus  nor  to  the  Conferentle,  and  therefore 
to  delegate  no  elders  but  they  adhered  to  their  letter  to  the  Classls  of 
Amsterdam  written  in  1754.  This  letter  was  now  read  again,  and  approved  by 
tlse  Colleague  Laldlle,  who  holds  himself,  with  the  consistory,  subordinate  to  the 
OlAAsis  of  Amsterdam.  They  resolved  to  make  known  their  course  by  letter  to  the 
CIa.fliis  of  Amsterdam,  and  gave  domlne  Rltzema  and  domino  de  Ronde  their  free- 
^oxB.  [To  attend  the  Conferentle  if  they  saw  fit.  This  they  did.  as  their  names 
ftPIMtr  In  the  Record  of  Conferentle  of  that  date.] 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Rltzema,  p.  t.  President. 


A_CT8  OP  THE  Rev.  Assembly  of  Ministers  axd  Eldeti-s,  (the 

CONFBRBNTIE,)    SUBORDINATE  TO  THE  ClaSSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM, 

New  York,  Oct.  8,  9,  &  10,  1765. 

New  York,  October  8,  1765. 

The  Assembly  met,  and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Dom.  Ritsema,  as  President 
olT  the  last  meeting. 

Members  Present. 
Ministers  Elders. 

Dom.  Joannes  Ritsema 
**      Lambertus  De  Ronde 

'*      Joannes  Schuyler  Rynler  Van  Glessen 

"      Ulplanus  Van  Sinderen  Jeremiah  Van  Der  BUt 

**      J.  C.  Rubel,  Rem  Remsen 
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J.  C.  Pryenmoet  Peter  Vosburg 

BenJ.  Van  Der  Llnde  David  Ter  Hune 

O.  D.  Kock  Peter  Sharp 

J.  M.  Kern  Hendrik  Whytman 

'*      Isaac  Rysdyck  Isaac  Brinckerhoff 

Jeremiah  Snyder,  from  Stlssing 
Cornelius  Peerson.  from  Kingston 
Martin  De  La  Metre  and  John 
Blauvelt,  delegates  from 
Mor melton  and  Tappan. 

'*  ^ommwnieationM.—A  letter  from  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Assembly, 
ITak'  ^^^^^^^^  ^*  ^765,  and  one  from  the  same  to  Dom.  Rltzema,  dated  May  23, 
af  J  ^'®"*'*8r  to  the  Assembly,  with  a  copy  of  their  letter  to  the  so-called  Coetus 
^^nn^  3,  were  presented  and  read.  The  brethren  heard  them  with  great  satls- 
^^^^.  and  resolved  to  express  their  thanks  by  letter  to  the  Rev.  Classls. 

'  ^l?lorrs.— Dom.  Rltzema  was  chosen  President,  and  Dom.  De  Ronde,  Clerk. 
A^'  ^^aminatUm  Requested.— The  student  Oerrit  Leydekker  appeared,  and  requested 
-^   ^Membly  to  appoint  a  person  to  examine  him  in  nomine  Claasia,   which  was 
^*^,  and  the  duty  assigned,  at  his  desire,  to  the  President. 


8ep^ 


rated  with  thanksgiving. 

Afternoon  Session. 


J^ned  with  prayer. 

*•  Case  of  Uormelion.—K  letter  was  read  from  some  inonibors  of  the  coniB:rcgation 

^/I^OMnelton,  [Marbletown],  who  held  themselves  subordinate  to  the  Rev.  Classls. 

^'^^l^Uining  of  a  division  among  them,  produced  by  tho«e  who  adhere  to  the  Coetus, 

^^  Hmestly   requesting  the  advice  of  this   body  in   their  sad  condition.     After 

^^^  oral  statements  by  Mr.  Van  Metre,  It  was  found  that  the  Assembly  could 


I 


1765 


4012  Ecclesiastical  Records 

do  nothing  efBcient  for  them  nntll  they  got  posseesion  of  the  chnrcb.  This 
were  directed  to  attempt,  and  then  make  report  to  the  neareet  minister,  and 
his  adTice. 

Separated  with  thanksgiving. 

Octoher  9— Forenoon. 

Opened  with  prayer  by  the  President. 

1.  Subscription  of  the  Articlet.— The  heading  of  the  subscription  to  the  Fwat 
mental   Articles,   and   the   Bfnles  of  the  ministers  and   elders   belonging  to 
Assembly  nnder  the  Classis,  were  read,  and  signed  anew  by  the  members.     C' 
supra,  pp.  xxl.,  zxii.) 

(On  the  next  page  the  following  signatures  are  found  attached  to  a  new  headJ 
vis.:) 

The  Rev.  Assembly  of  Ministers  and  Elders  under  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 
in  the  Consistory  Chamber  of  New  York,  October  10,  1765,  having  read  again  'di4 
Fundamental  Articles  of  the  Coetus,  together  with  the  regulations  for  holding 
same,  herein  before  recorded,  give  their  full  ccmsent  thereto,  and  desire  to 
their  Assembly  on  no  other  ground.  But,  as  they  have  now  altered  the  nam«>  <»i 
Coetus  into  that  of  an  Assembly  of  Ministers  and  Elders  under  the  Rev.  dmatAm  ol 
Amsterdam,  they  have  thought  good  to  subscribe  the  foregoing  points  anew. 

Joannes  Ritzema,  V.  D.  M. 
Lambertus  De  Ronde,  V.  D.  M. 
Joannes  Schuyler,  V.  D.  M. 
Ulplanus  Van  Sinderen,  V.  D.  M. 
Joannes  Caspar  Fryenmoet,  V.  D.  M. 
BenJ.  Van  Der  Linde,  V.  D.  M. 
Joannes  Caspar  Rubel,  V.  D.  M. 
Gerhard  Daniel  Cock,  V.  D.  M. 
Joannes  Micheal  Kern,  V.  D.  M. 
Isaac  Rysdyck,  V.  D.  M. 

Elders. 
Rynier  Van  Giesen,  Hackensack. 
Rem  Remsen,  Kings  County. 
Jeremiah  Vander  Bllt,  Kings  County. 
David  Terhune,  Permls,  (Paramus.) 
Peter  Scherp,  Kamp,  (Camp.) 
Henry  Whiteman,  New  York. 
Isaac  Brinckerhoff.  Veskel,  etc.,  (Flshkill.) 
Ck>melius  Persen,  of  Kingston. 

2.  Toppafi  ami  Dom.  Verbryck.— The  case  of  Tappan,  with  the  complaint  against 
Dom.  Verbryck,  was  taken  up,  and  the  Assembly  saw  fit  to  appoint  a  committee  of 
inquiry,  consisting  of  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Rltsema,  Schuyler  and  De  Ronde,  with 
instructions  to  settle  the  matter,  if  it  were  possible. 

8.  Kinoston. — ^The  case  of  Kingston  was  taken  up,  and  postponed  nntil  the 
afternoon. 

4.  Printing  Ordered.— It  was  unanimously  resolved  that  four  hundred  copies  in 
English,  and  six  hundred  in  Dutch,  should  be  printed,  by  the  first  opportunity,  ot 
the  letter  written  by  the  Rev.  Classis  to  the  so-called  Coetus,  and  sent  to  as. 

6.  Caee  of  Dom.  Hovenberg.'— In  this  case  the  Assembly  did  not  find  itself  In  a  con- 
dition to  do  anything  but  earnestly  commend  the  congregation  to  the  inspection  of 
the  neighboring  ministers. 

6.  Kingeton  and  Dom.  Ifeyer.— In  view  of  the  sad  condition  of  Kingston,  owing  to 
the  refusal  of  Dom.  Meyer  to  be  subordinate  to  the  Rev.  Classis,  the  Assembly 
determined  once  more  to  try  to  convince  him,  by  a  letter,  of  his  error  In  this 
matter;  but  yet,  in  fear  lest  all  writing  should  prove  fruitless,  to  present  the  matter 
to  the  Rev.  Classis,  with  an  earnest  request  for  their  final  conclusion  thereon,  that 
we  may  know  how  to  govern  ourselves:  At  the  same  time  humbly  to  propose  to  the 
Rev.  Classis  the  only  means  which  we  think  to  be  proper  for  guarding  the  privileges 
of  our  Church.     The  President  and  Clerk  were  appointed  to  perform  this  duty. 

Closed  with  thanksgiving  to  God. 
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October  10— Forenoon. 

Opened  with  prayer  bj  the  President. 

•KcMRtaaMon.— The  student,  Oerrlt  Leydekker,  appeared,  and  after  preaching  a 
^ttaeonrte,  was  ezmmlned  by  the  President  on  the  Gospel  of  John  In  Greek,  and  on 
tlfe«  Psalms  in  Hebrew,  and  afterwards  In  theology;  whereupon  he  was  admitted  to 
tlie  preaching  of  the  GospeL 

^^  Assembly  concluded  with  thanksglTlng  to  God;  to  come  together  again  in 
tli«  afternoon,  to  attend  to  some  business  yet  unilnlshed. 


Afternoon  Session. 

The  condition  of  the  Church  was  considered,  in  respect  to  the  confusion  caused 
biy-  the  Ooetns  ministers  and  their  adherents,  and  the  disturbances  of  our  rest  by 
tt^elr  disorderly  intrusions.  It  was  concluded  that  we  can  do  nothing  better  than 
to  busy  oureelves  with  them  as  little  as  possible,  following  the  example  of  the  Rev. 
Clanis,  to  leave  them  to  themselves,  and  to  stand  by.  In  word  and  act,  the  con- 
Bici|ttions  which  seek  our  advice  and  aid:  so  that  others  may  be  convinced,  by  our 
c^nnse,  that  we  have  at  heart  only  the  preservation  of  the  sound  doctrine  and 
Sood  order  of  the  Netherlandish  Church. 

2.  CJote.— The  Assembly,  with  hearty  thanksgiving  to  God,  for  his  gracious 
PTx>vidence  over  us,  by  which  we  were  enabled  to  meet.  In  order  to  promote, 
A<^cordlng  to  our  ability,  the  welfare  of  our  Zion,  separated,  with  the  wish  and 
prayer  that  it  would  please  Him  to  prosper  our  work  to  his  own  glory,  and  to  the 
solvation  of  many  souls. 

Signed,  in  the  name  of  all, 

J.  Ritxema,  Pres. 

L.  De  Ronde.  Clerk. 


Church  of  New  York. 
Vaults.     Views  of  Elders  and  Deacons  to  be  sent  to  Classis. 

New  York,  October  15th,  1765. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

1-  Twenty-two  deeds  for  vaults  In  the  yard  of  the  New  Church  were  brought  In. 
The  consistory  ordered  them  to  be  signed  by  the  President  and  to  have  the  seal  of 
**«   Corporation  affixed. 

^   ^t  having  been  resolved  at  the  meeting  of  October  7tb,  to  write  to  the  Classis 

®f  'A.nist^f^jini  respecting  the  position  of  Consistory,  (in  reference  to  the  Coetus 

«nd   Conferentie)  the  Elder,  Anthony  Ten  Eyck  with  the  Deacons,  Evert  Bancker 

17#t   '^^'*™  Lott  were  appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  the  letter.     (See  Oct.  24, 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Ritsema,  p.  t.  President. 


1765 
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'^^^  Assembly  Subordinate  to  the  Classis"  (ou  the  Con- 
^'^^entie)  to  the  Reverend  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 
^cj-roBER  22,  1765. 

To  tt% 

^*^  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam : — 

Yg^J^   liave  the  honor  herewith,  Rev.  Brethren,  to  send  to  you  minutes  of  our  meet- 

^r  ^rom  which  you  will  see  who  met  with  us,  and  what  business  was  done. 

^^*   must  say  of  Dom.  Blauw,  however,  that  he  was  absent,  not  because  of  any 

^JH^lllngness  to  unite  with  us,  but,  as  we  learn  from  a  letter  received  from  him 

oar  meeting,  because  he  did  not  receive  sufficient  notice  of  the  call,  and  also 

of  an  Inflammation  in  his  throat. 
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We  should  have  had  a  tranquil  session,  had  not  our  pf^are  been  disturbed 
others.  The  complaints  of  those  who  abide  by  the  Nctht^rlandish  Church  and  wi  ^ 
things  to  be  on  the  old  footing,  and  will  not  unite  with  the  Coetus.  are  painful 
us ;  and  the  more  so ;  since  we  can  do  nothing  for  them  on  account  of  the  oppositlc^ 
which  prevails  on  all  sides,  and  to  which,  as  you  have  been  informed,  the  Conslstoitf 
of  New  York  gives  no  little  inducement.  To  delay  no  longer  on  these  matters,  ^ 
take  the  liberty  to  send  you  the  original  replies  of  Messrs.  Verbryck  and  MeyeL 
together  with  a  copy  of  the  letters  written  to  the  latter.  These  replies  revetf 
very  plainly  the  spirit  of  independency,  and  we  think  the  brethren  would  not  hai* 
written  them  had  they  not  been  induced  by  others.  The  letter  to  Dom.  Verbrycl 
is  not  worthy  of  being  forwarded  to  you.  as  it  contained  only  the  notice  of  ai 
appointment  for  a  meeting. 

If  we  are  to  continue  thus  with  our  hands  bound,  and  see  our  friends  groanini 
under  the  yoke  of  their  oppressors,  we  see  no  other  resort  than  to  request  th> 
protection  of  our  King.  We  propose  it  for  your  serious  consideration,  whethe* 
it  is  not  necessary  to  obtain  through  the  Lords  Commissary  In  the  Synod,  tha 
the  Ambassador  of  the  States  General  at  the  Court  of  Great  Britain  may  be  com 
missioned  to  represent  that  the  Netherlandish  Churches  In  North  America  an 
oppressed  in  their  privileges  and  lil>erties  by  a  band  of  ministers  who,  through  i 
spirit  of  ind^endency,  have  toiii  them  away  from  the  Netherlandish  Church,  ani 
cast  oft  their  relations  to  that  Church,  in  the  face  of  their  own  subscription  a 
the  beginning  of  their  ministry.  That  such  a  request  would  be  listened  to  by  thi 
King,  we  feel  assured,  because  our  Netherlandish  Church  has  always  been  regards 
by  the  Episcopalians  as  a  national  church,  and  for  that  reason  held  in  esteem 
and  because  the  Kings  have  always  provided  our  churches  with  charters,  not  onl; 
to  manage  their  affairs  according  to  the  Netherlandish  constitution  estabiUliei 
in  the  Synod  of  Dort,  but  also  as  a  body  corporate,  to  have  and  to  hold,  etc.,  th* 
property  belonging  thereto ;  which  is  denied  to  all  other  churches,  as  it  is  not  necei 
sary  for  us  now  to  show,  it  being  suf&ciently  evident 

We  do  not  mean,  however,  to  do  any  harm  spiritually  or  temporally  to  the* 
persons.  Our  only  aim  is,  that  they  shall  not  trouble  us;  nor  disturbe  our  chnrdie 
subject  to  the  Synod  of  Dort  and  to  the  decrees  of  Classis  and  &mod.  If  the; 
transgress  the  old  bounds,  we  do  not  at  ail  desire  their  ruin.  They  may  be  indi 
pendent  if  they  will,  if  only  they  will  not  oppress  us,  (who  seek  to  carry  out  ou 
Church  Order  among  our  own  people.)  as  was  experienced  in  a  shameful  manner  b; 
Dom.  Kock  at  Kingston.  And  then  they  always  have  at  hand  a  text  picked  ou 
of  the  Bible,  or  a  sentence  out  of  the  Church  Order,  according  to  their  own  arU 
trary  whims;  and  the  unfair  use  of  these  passages,  torn  from  their  connection 
keeps  us  in  a  continual  agitation,  when  otherwise  we  could  labor  to  the  use  an< 
edification  of  God's  people.  As  for  their  congregations,  we  will  cut  off  whoooere 
of  ours  undertakes  anything  to  their  detriment ;  but  must  ours  be  oppressed  by  thei 
ministers,  who  claim  to  have  the  only  right  over  them? 

Further  from  our  hearts  we  thank  you  for  your  acceptable  care  and  pains  fo 
us,  and  pray  you  to  continue  in  the  same,  for  we  are  made  the  derision  of  our  foei 
and  our  labors  in  the  Lord  are  rendered  fruitless.  The  ministers.  Boelen  an* 
Aemllius,  who  have  been  called,  still  fail  to  appear,  much  to  our  sorrow;  and  wc 
with  the  congregations  who  expected  them,  are  much  perplexed,  not  knowing  hoi 
to  quiet  them.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Rysdyck  has  been  received  with  extreme  love  an. 
Joy,  and  he  gives  promise  of  being  a  man  of  great  usefulness  in  our  Churd 
especially  in  his  own  congregation,  where  he  labors  with  discretion. 

Wishing  the  rich  blessing  of  Heaven  upon  your  Rev.  Assembly,  your  honor?" 
persons  and  your  ministry,  we  subscribe  ourselves.  Rev.  Fathers  and  Brethren  I 
Christ,  with  the  utmost  esteem, 

In  the  name  of  our  Assembly, 
(Signed.) 

J.  Ritzema.  President. 
JjSLjnh.    De   Ronde,    Clerk. 

N.  B. — With  this  we  send  the  minutes,  the  letter  to  Dom.  Meyer,  and  the  repli* 
of  Dom.  Meyer  and  Dom.  Ver.bryck. 
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CORKESPOXDEXCE  FbOM  AmERTCA. 

The  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Church  of  New  York  to  the  Classis 
of  Amsterdam,  Oct.  26,  1765.     Vol.  33,  page  94.    .No.  366. 

To  the  Beyerend  ClaBsls  of  Amsterdam. 

^^dit  Bey.  Gentlemen,  Fathers  and  Brethren  in  Christ : — 

Since  the  12th  of  May,  1764,  when  the  Consistory  of  the  Dutch  congregation 
^  this  city  had  the  honor  to  write  to  Your  Bight  Bey.  Assembly,  we  do  not  remember 
^^^t  we  haye  been  honored  by  any  message  from  Your  Bight  Bey.  Sirs.  Since  that 
^''Be,  howeyer,  nothing  has  happened  in  this  congrgaticm,  worthy  your  attention, 
^9  to  the  seyenth  day  of  this  month.  Then  the  Bey.  gentleman,  Domlne  Bitzema, 
'Atormed  the  Consistory  that  the  Conferentie,  which  had  now  become  formally 
^ohordlnate  to  the  Bey.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  was  appointed  to  meet  the  next 
^^»  and  desired  that  some  Elders  might  be  appointed  to  attend  the  said  meeting, 
^'^^ther  with  the  ministers  of  this  congregation. 

This  motion  and  request  of  his  Bev.  appeared  quite  strange  to  the  Consistory. 
^or  erer  since  the  year  1754,  when  the  Coetus  broke  up,  haying  been  rent  asunder, 
^Bd  when  this  congregation  put  herself  again  directly  in  the  household  of  Your 
'^ight  Bey.  (Classical)  Assembly,  according  to  the  contents  of  the  letter  of  October 
^''t  1754,  we  had  neyer  been  asked  to  attend  the  said  meeting  (of  the  Conferentie)  ; 
^>M  what  is  more  that  meeting  neyer  consulted  us,  concerning  anything  in  con- 
'^^ctlon  with  their  affairs.  Only  we  must  except  last  year,  when  all  the  ministers, 
^^  the  reqnest  of  Your  Beys,  met,  to  try  if  it  were  possible,  to  settle  all  the 
^Uf ercBccs ;  then  there  were  also  three  Elders  of  this  congregation  appointed  to 
attend  that  General  Meeting,  who  were  to  use  their  influence  for  the  peace  of  the 
^^Urch.  But  when  that  desired  end  could  not  be  attained,  they  haye  since  attended 
••*ther  one  nor  the  other  meeting. 

The  Consistory,   howeyer,   haying  taken   this  motion  and   request  into  due  con- 
sideration,   unanimonsly    rcsolyed    (with    exception   of   Dominies   Bitzema   and   De 
''*<»Ule),  that  in  order  to  preserye  peace  in  the  congregation,  it  would  be  best  for 
Consistory  not  to  unite  with   the  said   Brethren,   neither   with   those   of  the 
Coetus;  for  it  appeared  to  the  Consistory,  to  their  sorrow,  after  haying 
all  these  matters,  that  neither  the  one  side  nor  the  other  haye  so  much 
the  spread  of  the  Holy  Gospel  with  its  true  doctrines,  as  the  desire  for 
er.     And  for  this  reason   they  cannot  forbear  to  remark  that  the  said  letter 
<0ct.  17)   of  the  year  1754,  seems  to  haye  been  dictated  by  a  prophetic  pen, 
Qse  the  facts  and   results   therein   foretold,   Och  lade  I   yield   only   too   many 
of  their  troth  in  these  regions, 
for  these  reasons  the  Consistory  feels  it  her  duty,  to  refer,  with  all  respect 
"the  said  letter,  and  to  explain,  in  the  name  of  the  congregation  entrusted  to  her 
why  they  are  resolyed  to  adhere  to  the  contents  of  that  letter  and  to  remain 
attached  to  your  Beys,  according  to  the  original  state  of  things,  so  long  as 
Reya  will  be  pleased  to  fayor  us  with  Your  kindness,  in  counsel  and  deeds. 
^^^  will  not  unite  ourselves   with  either  of  the  said  Assemblies   (the   Coetus  or 
^^>*iferentie. )     For  we  are  conscious   that,   under   Your  Beys,   direction,   we   shall 
*•    letter  able  not  only  to  govern  our  own  congregation  and  to  promote  the  service 
•^    <»o<|  therein,  but  also  can  be  of  more  benefit  to  others,  than  we  could  be,  if  we 
■^^onjfl  unite  with  either  party.     For  as  soon  as  one  belongs  to  either  one  body  or 
"^  other,  party-spirit  appears,  and  such  a  one  becomes  a  determined  enemy  of  the 
•J*^er.     And  thus.  Instead  of  promoting  religion  thereby,  they  generally  give  cause, 
^e  language  of  the  catechism,  that  the  Name  of  God  be  blasphemed.     For  this 
r^'on,   the  Consistory    could   not   conscientiously   comply    with    the   alwve    request, 

^  felt  It  their  duty  to  keep  this  congregation  separate  from  said  Assembly. 

-^ttt  when  we  declare  that  the  desire  for  power  manifests  itself  more  than  the 

r**^  to  spread  the  knowledge  of  salvation,  we  do  not  wish  to  speak  too  severely 

?^*^ery  member  of  this  Assembly;  rather  do  we  find  It  our  duty  to  stat**,  that  we 

7*  llot  Include   the   Bev.   gentleman,   Domlne   Bitzema   among  them;    Inasmuch   as 

^  Hey.  says  that  his  intention  is  only  to  keep  the  doctrine  and  Constitution  of 
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oar  Church  pure  and  undeflled  In  all  respects.  Therefore,  permit  os  to  inl 
Your  Revs,  that  although  his  Rev.  declares  that  he  is  conscientiously  obliged  t 
present  at  the  Assembly,  and  that  he  will  nerer  forsake  it,  unless  he  maj 
specially  authorized  to  do  so :  Yet,  he  could  not  forbear  to  express  himself  thni 
"  That  rather  than  attend  an  Assembly  where  all  his  labors  and  efforts  are  fmlt 
he  would  prefer  to  be  released  from  the  same.*'  And  therefore  we  cannot  fort 
since  his  Rev.  is  already  far  advanced  in  years,  and  the  whole  weight  {oi 
Assembly)  rests  on  his  shoulders,  to  request  of  Your  Revs,  that  full  Itbert] 
given  him  to  withdraw  from  those  Assemblies  if  he  so  choose,  since  he  is  now 
and  gray-headed;  and  so  that  he  may  be  of  more  benefit  to  the  souls  esped 
entrusted  to  him.     Nevertheless,  his  Rev.  knows  nothing  concerning  this  reqnei 

Happy,  yea,  thrice  happy  would  we  consider  ourselves,  could  we  give  the  i 
testimony  about  all  the  brethren  belonging  to  the  said  (Conference)  body. 
if  it  should  please  God  to  take  this  said  gentleman  (Rltzema)  away  by  deafl 
remove  him  in  any  other  way,  in  whom  else  would  they  find  the  ability  to 
duct  that  Assembly  and  keep  it  on  the  right  path.  We  must  confess,  we  6 
know.  One  has  one  opinion,  and  another,  another.  And  should  it  be  asked — ^E 
you  not  yet  Domine  De  Ronde?  Even  so;  we  have  his  Rev.  and  must  keep  1 
but  we  cannot  say  that  his  Rev.  equally  bears  the  "Ark  of  God  **  on  his  shoal 
as  do  his  colleagues;  and  we  must  add  that  his  Rev.  seems  to  preach  Christ  i 
envy,  more  than  for  any  other  reason.  This  arises  from  Jealousy,  as  far  as 
can  Judge ;  for  Domine  Laidlie  has  a  larger  audience  than  he ;  and  also  on  aco 
of  a  passion  which  he  has  for  preaching  in  English,  for  which  he  is  not  In 
least  qualified.  This  has  led  him  to  hold  English  services  in  private  houses; 
subsequently  he  wen(  also  to  New  Jersey,  to  preach  in  Presbyterian  churches  tl 
He  was  admonished  in  a  friendly  manner  about  these  things  by  his  conalsti 
first  about  his  preaching  in  private  houses,  as  being  contrary  to  his  ofllce  i 
minister;  and  secondly,  about  Its  being  contrary  to  the  subordination  due  to 
Classis  of  Amsterdam.  His  Rev.  has  answered — that  it  was  his  right  "to 
beside  all  waters,**  and  that  he  would  continue  to  do  so.  When  he  was  a 
further.  Whether,  if  the  Rev.  Classis  should  forbid  him  to  preach  in  ESngUa) 
churches  outside  (of  our  own  Denomination),  he  would  [dis?]  obey  themi 
answered,  No ;  but  that  he  would  appeal  to  the  High  Rev.  Synod.  And  being  a 
further — Whether,  if  the  Synod  should  disapprove  of  his  course  he  would  dii 
tlnue?  he  only  answered  that,  in  such  case,  he  would  take  it  into  considera' 

Behold  then.  Worthy  Sirs,  what  a  beautiful  subbrdination  is  this!  And  i 
do  Your  Revs,  now  think?  Would  it  be  wise  for  the  church  of  this  city  (b} 
elders)  to  take  part  in  an  Assembly  wherein  are  found  such  members?  W 
we  not  then  be  in  danger  of  getting  Independent  ministers  in  our  pulpit?  In  ah 
Would  we  not,  in  so  doing,  prepare  the  way  to  banish  the  Constitution  of 
Reformed  Church  of  the  Netherlands,  together  with  Its  doctrines,  altogether  i 
these  regions?  Great,  very  great  danger  do  we  see  in  taking  part  In  the 
(Conferentie)  Assemblies ;  and  for  this  reason  we  hope  that  we  may  not  be  reqnc 
to  do  so;  especially,  because  this  body  has  already  been  meeting  for  eleven  ji 
and  has  deliberated  on  many  questions  without  ever  recognizing  (the  elders 
this  congregation ;  and  since  we  have  been  of  no  Importance  for  so  long  a  1 
we  cannot  now  understand  how  our  presence  has  become  so  very  necessary, 
also  prefer  to  request  Your  Revs,  to  speak  to  Domine  De  Ronde  concerning 
unbecoming  conduct.  The  Consistory  has  notified  his  Rev.  that  they  have  infoi 
Your  Revs,  of  his  conduct,  as  noticed  above. 

And  here  we  would  close,  If  it  were  not  also  our  duty  to  defend  the  lnno< 
We  refer  to  that  worthy  gentleman,  Domine  Laldlle.  who  has  read  a  letter  t 
from  Your  Revs.  In  this  his  Rev.  was  very  much  censured,  among  other  thl 
because  his  Reverence  had  acted  so  as  to  Intensify  the  dissensions  already  exla 
in  this  land.  We  do  not  know  who  has  accused  him  to  Your  Revs.,  but  thU 
unreservedly  say:  Be  the  accuser  whoever  he  may,  he  is  a  false  accuser;  and 
cannot  Imagine  why  it  was  done  except  through  personal  hatred.  In  proof  of  1 
permit  us  to  relate  the  circumstances  Just  as  they  happened:— 

When  all  the  ministers  were  assembled  Inst  year,  as  is  stated  above,  Doi 
Laidlie  was  there  also  with  his  elder;  yet  If  we  are  correctly  informed,  he 
never  duly  invited.     His  Rev.  being  a  stranger  here,  and  having  met  with  n 
opposition    in    his   congregation   on   account   of   preaching    English,    In   a    Di 
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Chnrcli,  he  wai  advlaed  not  only  bj  nearly  all  his  friends,  bnt  aUo  by  his  Consis- 
tt^vy*  to  keep  himself  nentral;  and  to  Join  neither  the  Conferentie  nor  the  Coetns 
party,  unless  the  separated  brethren  should  first  unite.  This  advice  he  promptly 
tollowcd.  Bat  inasmnch  as  the  union  attempted,  (June  19,  1764)  did  not  take 
plmoe,  he  was  then  asked  by  each  party  to  Join  In  with  them;  but  he  refused  to 
JotD  either,  and  has  expressed  his  desire  to  remain,  together  with  his  Consistory, 
0017  under  the  Rev.  Classis.  It  seems  that  this  action  oflTended  the  brethren  of  one 
of  the  parties,  (the  Ck>nferentie)  and  that  for  this  reason,  he  has  been  thus  reported 
to  jOD.  But,  Worthy  Fathers,  was  such  a  proceeding  Christlike?  Ought  the 
■eenser  not  to  have  acted  according  to  the  Golden  Rule,  to  do,  as  he  would  have 
others  do  unto  him?  Ought  he  not  to  have  given  a  copy  of  his  accusations  to  his 
Rer.,  and  not  as  it  were,  to  stab  him  in  his  back?  We  think  that  according  to  the 
mle  of  love,  the  accuser  should,  at  least,  have  felt  obliged  to  do  this. 

There  is  now,  again.  Rev.  Fathers,  an  opportunity  for  the  accusers;  inasmuch 
■A  Domine  Laldlie,  at  the  request  of  his  Consistory,  did  not  attend  the  last  Assem- 
^  of  the  aforementioned  (Onferentle)  Brethren.  On  the  other  hand,  he  declared 
b  full  Consistory,  that  he  "subordinated"  himself,  with  his  (Tonslstory,  to  the 
KeT.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  as  this  matter  had  been  already  expressed,  in  the  said 
letter  of  Oct.  17th,  1754.  He  was  convinced  of  the  great  necessity  of  this.  What 
ftirther  concerns  his  Rev..  Tour  Revs,  will  probably  learn  from  his  own  letters, 
^•▼erthelese  we  cannot  forbear  to  inform  Tour  Revs,  tliat  his  Rev.  blames  the 
^CMiduct  of  Domine  Do  Ronde;  also,  that  bis  Rev's,  work  is  getting  blessed  In  our 
OQQgrcgatlon.  It  has  caused  a  great  stir  among  the  dry  bones  of  the  valley, 
<lBMieI  87.) 

Neither  can  we  omit  to  inform  Tour  Revs,  that  the  members  of  this  congrega- 
^W»«i  who  were  against  the  calling  of  an  English-speaking  minister  do  yet,  for  the 
'■■••ter  part,  remain  obstinate.  They  are  unwilling  to  follow  Tour  Revs,  advice  in 
^laalf  of  peace.  They  have  even  bad  recourse  to  the  Law,  and  thus,  if  possible, 
to  annul  the  institution  of  the  Church.  A  certain  obscure  expression*  in  the 
^l^«rter  of  the  Church  has  given  rise  to  this  proceeding.  This  Charter  was  given 
^y  king  William  III,  (1606).  By  It  they  pretend  that  every  member  of  the  Church 
the  right  annually  to  vote  for  the  Consistory.  This  right,  although  It  has  in 
land  and  especially  in  this  Church  never  been  the  custom,  they  demanded 
the  Consistory,  in  October,  1763.  When  It  was  refused,  they  then  went  to 
'•"'^  with  the  Consistory,  and  this  case  Is  still  pendlng.f 

things  are  thus  with  us,  that  every  member  according  to  his  pleasure,  can 
the  Consistory  before  a  Civil  Ck>urt~lt  goes  to  show  that  it  is  best  for  this 
ion  to  remain  neutral  (in  reference  to  the  two  parties.)  We  would  also 
Tour  Revs,  to  Inform  us,  whether  according  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
^l&aivh  ot  Amsterdam,  the  new  Ck>nsi8tory  must  not  be  chosen  by  the  old  Consis- 
t«»X7?  And  if  it  has  ever  been  customary  In  the  said  Church,  that  the  Consistory 
■^•uM  be  chosen  by  the  members  of  the  entire  congregation,  except  when  a  new 
^^^■ifregatlon  Is  formed?  The  answer  of  Tour  Revs,  on  this  matter  might  be  of 
U  benefit  to  this  congregation,  in  her  present  circumstances. 
^V^utbermore,  we  hope  that  Tour  Revs,  will  receive  no  communication  as  authentle 
our  congregation,  except  It  be  by  the  consent  of  the  Blders  and  Deacons,  who 
'U  hot  be  negligent  in  giving  you  all  needed  information. 
^  "^e.  the  present  Blders  and  Deacons,  of  the  Reformed  Church  of  Christ  in  New 
****,   commend   ourselves,   together  with  our  congregation,   to  Tour  Revs,   good 


*^ls  obscure  expression  is  as  follows  :— 

^w![^at  yearly,  on  the  third  Thursday  of  October,  at  the  said  Church, 

«S*.fKlders  andf  Deacons  of  the  said  Church,  by  and  with  the  consent  and  apvrohaUom 
^e  members  of  the  said  Church  for  the  time  being,  shall  nominate  and  appoint 

»gl.' Blders  and  Deacons  for  the  year  ensuing."    See  Volume  2,  page  1160  or  these 

^J*'**^ds.    Bui  the  approbation  of  the  members,  oy  the  Constitution  of  the  Church, 

7*to  be  secured  by  publication  for  three  Sundays ;  not  by  a  vote  of  the  members. 
^T^tnlty  Church  passed  through  a  lawsuit  of  a  similar  kind,  about  1S13.  when  an 
rji^^Qt  was  made  to  compel  the  vestry  to  allow  all  the  members  of  the  church,  if  not 
wl  ^Iseopsllans  in  the  City,  to  vote  for  Vestrymen  and  church-wardens,  because  the 
^         of  their  Charter  reads  "that  there  shall  be  annually  on  the 


^Jftilsj  In  Baster  week,  two  church-wardens  and  twenty  Vestrymen  duly  elected  by 
S^msjority  of  votes  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  parish  In  communion  as  afore- 
^^^''   Bss  these  Bcc.  Records,  vol.  2,  page  1148. 
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favor.     And   wishing   Your  ReTS.   all   temporal   blessings   here,   and   all   hapi 
hereafter,  we  remain  with  all  respect  and  due  reverence. 

Right   Reverend.    Highly-honored    Sirs,    Fathens    and    Brethren   In   our   coi 
Savior, 

Your  Right  Reverend's  D.  W.  Servants. 


Deacons. 


Evert  Bancker 
Abraham  P.  Lott 


Henry  Roy  Elders.    J  John  Brevoort 


Jacobus  Van  Zandt 
Jacob  L.  Roy 
Petrus  Byvanck 
Abraham  Lott 
Jacobus  Bogert 


James  Roosevelt 
Jorls  Brlnckerhoff 


Wm.  De  Peyster 
Anthony  Ten  Eyck  Duyck 


Written  In  our  Church -chamber.  In  New  York  on  the  26th  of  October,  1765 

CORRESPOXDEXCE  FrOM  AmERICA. 

Revs.  John  Ritzema  and  Lambcrtiis  De  Rondo,  to  the  Classii 
Amsterdam,  October  29,  1765.     Vol.  33,  pa^^e  95.     No.  369 

To  the  Rev.   Classls  of  Amsterdam. 

Rev.  Sirs,  Fathers  and  Brethren  In  Christ:— 

Inasmuch  as  we  are  compelled  by  an  unexpected  resolution  of  our  Conslstor 
trouble  your  Revs.,  against  our  will,  we  communicate  to  your  Revs,  all  that  pt 
In  the  Consistory.     It  Is,  word  for  word,  as  follows: 

New  York.  October  7th,  17C 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

A   request    was   preeented   by   domine    Joannes    Ritzema    to   the   Conslston 
appoint  the  three  ministers  together  with  three  Elders,  to  meet  to-morrow, 
the  Ministers  and  Elders  [of  the  Conferentiel  in  order  to  read  the  letters  fron 
Classls  of  Amsterdam,  and  attend  to  such  other  matters  as  might  arise. 

The  Consistory  answered,  after  the  matter  had  been  discussed  over  and 
that  they  belonged  neither  to  the  Coetus  nor  to  the  Conferentie,  and  ther 
desired  to  delegate  no  Elders;  but  they  adhered  to  their  letter  to  the  Class 
Amsterdam,  written  in  1754  [Oct.  17.]  This  letter  was  now  read  again, 
approved  by  the  Colleague  Laldlie,  who  holds  himself  with  the  Consistory,  sut 
nate  to  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam.  They  resolved  to  make  known  their  o 
by  letter  to  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  and  gave  domine  Ritzema  and  do 
De  Ronde  their  freedom. 

Signed,  in  name  of  all, 

J.  Ritzema,  p.  t.  Preside 


After  this  we  read  the  letter  to  the  Consistory  of  New  York,  of  the  Rev.  CI 
of  July  21st,  1755,  with  no  other  eCfect,  than  that  they  remained  by  their  pre 
resolution.  Now  we  conclude  that  the  Rev.  Consistory  will  write  to  the  CI 
as  we  hear  they  have  done  already ;  but  (since  the  contents  of  their  lette 
unknown  to  us,  we  can  present  nothing  definite  in  our  defence;  but  we  can 
conclude.  In  general,  from  their  arguments  presented  to  us,  that  they  will  pi 
matters  In  a  way  which  ought  to  be  presented  in  another  light.     Because, 

I.  They  argue  concerning  us,  [the  Conferentiel,  as  if  we  had  gone  oatsld 
office  and  duty,  and  did  these  things  on  our  own  responsibility  [without  conv 
with  the  Consistory.] 

1.  This  may  be  true  in  respect  to  the  present  Consistory,  or  at  least  m>\ 
them:  but  it  is  not  entirely  consistent  with  the  truth:  because  the  Rev.  Cons 
was  from  time  to  time  well  aware  of  our  differences  with  the  ministers  < 
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^^^^tos;  and  they  have  never  been  requested  not  to  interfere  with  it,  [the  Ck>etu8], 
"^t  rather  the  contrary;  yet  this  cannot  be' said  of  every  member  of  the  Consistory. 
2*  We  [the  Oonferentle]  have  usually  met,  indeed,  without  Elders,  since  the 
^^^>«titt  ceased  to  hold  Assemblies  which  are  legal,  as  before;  for  we  saw  no  neces- 
*itj  for  having  elders  present.  We  only  came  together  to  write  a  letter  to  the 
Cla«si8  and  to  give  a  general  report  of  the  condition  of  the  Church. 

3.  But  when  there  was  anything  of  importance,  we  then  acted  in  concurrence 
with  the  Rev.  Consistory,  and  asked  them  to  meet  with  us.  Of  this  we  can  give 
the  surest  proof,  for  in  the  last  meeting,  June  19th,  1764,  the  Consistory  sent  three 
Ministers  and  Elders.     [But  see  Aug.  12.  1760]. 

4.  And  even  when  any  were  asked  to  assist  us,  we  felt  it  our  duty,  by  virtue  of 
oar  office,  to  maintain  our  Ecclesiastical  laws  against  any  who  might  try  to  violate 
them. 

II.    Some  of  the  Consistory  have  taken  the  liberty,  to  speak  against  us.     They 

ity  t.bat  we  only  disputed  in  order  to  win;  and  that  when  we  had  gained  a  victory 

over    the  Coetus,  we  sought  to  oppress  them;  and  that  for  this  reason  they  would 

not    join  in  the  dispute  with  us,  lest  they  should  mnke  the  dissentlon  in  the  land 

•tiU  greater. 

1.    This   is   a   calumny   which    we   wish   to   dony   immediately.     Wo  have  never 

tonsbt  after  anything  elsp  than   to  preserve  the   purity  of  the  doctrine,  and  the 

Constltntton  of  the  Netherland  Church.     This  we  accepted  and  subscribed  to,  with 

•U  due  formality.     We  stand  against  those  who  pretend  to  stand  with  us  In  the 

•ame  Church  relationship,  and  yet  who  are  trying  to  bring  in  another  condition,  as 

bas  already  appeared  from  all  the  proceedings. 

2.  After  many  delays,  and  when  we  had  experienced  many  difficulties,  not  with- 
out innnmerable  slanderlngs  against  us,  we  had  the  good  fortune  to  have  the  truth 
c<Hne  to  light;  and  we  now  have  reason  to  thank  God.  that  he  has  blessed  our  work. 
Yet  we  are  far  from  boasting  about  this,  to  the  injury  of  others.  We  leave  the 
other*  to  themselves,  even  as  the  Rev.  Classis  has  done;— those  others,  who  do  not 
^^b  to  unite  again  with  us;  but  we  do  not  wish  to  take  up  anything  against  them, 
Bmch  less  to  Injure  them. 

3-  It  behooves  us  with  the  greatest  propriety,  to  apply  this  principle  to  our  own 
Consistory.  In  their  present  attitude: 

^1)  They  are  oppressing  their  own  Dutch  Ministers,  who  for  a  long  time  have 
"•***  made  the  butt  of  ridicule  throughout  the  whole  land.  This  has  been  caused 
"^  the  Coetns  Ministers;  and  now  by  their  [Conslstorial]  action,  we  have  been 
•Jposed  to  greater  obloquy. 

^2)  They  are  keeping  up  the  dispute,  and  are  making  It  more  intense,  which 
otherwise  might  now  have  come  to  an  end.  They  are  keeping  those  back  who 
^rtt  have  united  with  us,  and  are  making  it  much  more  difficult  for  those  min- 
JJ*<*^  who  side  with  us,  in  their  churches.  For  there  is  uo  congregation  where  the 
^tua  ministers  have  not  some  who  adhere  to  them;  and  we  have  ground  for 
^i^Tliig>  that  this  Is  already  the  case  with  some  of  the  members  in  our  [Con- 
^^Hle]  Consistory  on  Long  Island.  It  Is  such  who  have  set  this  opposition  on 
tn^*  ^  ^^'^^  their  Elders  were  so  slow  to  take  part  with  us  again  in  our  last 
*^<*«»ferentl€]   Assembly. 

^)  They  are  setting  themselves  up  as  rulers;  for  they  desire  that  all  the  con- 
th  **^******  ""  which  there  arises  any  disputes,  should  bring  these  before  them,  and 

*^  they  be  settled  by  them. 

1^**^  We  add  to  this  the  following:  that  we  believe  the  Consistory  would  never 

''^  Come  to  such  a  conclusion.  If  It  had  not  been  to  please  domlne  Laldlle,  who 

«^*^8ed  his  affection  somewhat  too  strongly  In  favor  of  the  Independents,    [the 

J  ^'i*];  nevertheless,  he  saw,  with  them,  that  If  he  refused  to  subordinate  himself 

^tjr^^  the  Classis,  his  call  could  be  annulled.     They,  therefore.  Invented  a  subor- 

j^  *^on  by  which  he  could  remain,  without  obeying  the  resolutions  of  the  Assembly 

^hlch  he  Is  subordinate. 
I|j    *^-  They  try  to  blame  us.  because  we  came  too  unexpectedly  upon  theui  with 
j|j^^    proposals,    [to   appoint,    formally,    ministers    and    elders   to   the    Conferentle 
2^        '^ibly]    only    the   day    previous    to   the   meeting.     This    Is    simply    an    untruth. 
*^^theless  we  admit  it  In  respect  to  the  entire  Consistory:  been  use. 
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1.  I,  domine  Ritzema,  after  having  communicated  the  r-ontonts  of  those  lett 
addressed  to  me»  to  my  Colleague,  DeRonde,  also  oonimunicated  them  to  tb 
members  of  oar  consistory  who  are  most  intimate  with  iToIleugue  Laidlie,  and  iv-^ 
have  the  most  inflnence  with  him.  This  was  done  in  order  that  they  might  ip^-*' 
snade  his  Rev.  to  onite  with  ns,  [In  the  Conferentie],  for  the  welfare  of  cor  o*^" 
as  well  as  the  other  churches.  But  his  Rev.  has,  since  that  time,  kept  hlms^^^ 
altogether  aloof  from  me,  without  ever  giving  me  the  least  opportunity  to  spe-.^'* 
with  him  on  this  matter;  and  then,  on  account  of  his  absence,  and  afterward  t^^ 
absence  of  De  Ronde,  we  were  prevented  from  holding  a  C-onsistory  meeting  co^ " 
ceming  this  business  previous  to  that  time.  ^^ 

2.  And  plenty  of  reason  is  given  us  to  complain  about  this  matter.     For  iai^^ 
much  as  they  persuaded  us  to  grant  their  desires  to  receive  a  minister  ai  v^ 
Colleague,  who  was  to  preach  in  the  English  language,  and  according  to  the  eigli 
well-known  Articles;  they  now  tease  us  continually  to  violate  those  Articles,  aii< 
thereby  make  ourselves  odious  to  the  strictly  Dutch  members,   who  are  seeklni 
their  [supposed]  rights  against  the  Consistory  by  a  lawsuit.     If  it  were  necessaiy.-^ 
all  this  could  be  substantiated  by  us,  by  the  canvassings,  in  the  elections  for  mem- 
bers  of  the  Consistory,  without  our  knowledge  and  according  to  their  own  pleasim; 
and  by  their  making  resolutions  among  themselves,  before  they  came  to  the  Con- 
sistory meeting.     These  were  then  unanimously  passed  before  we  knew  what  was 
going  on;  and  they  were  resolutions  which  tend  to  crush  out  the  Dutch  service  in 
our  midst,  and  to  make  the  English  service  rise  up  in  its  place.     They  even  dare 
to  use  for  this  end,  the  properties  deeded  to  the  Dutch  Church  as  such,  for  their 
own  support;  properties  which  we  hold  by  Charter  from  the  King. 

IV.  Does  some  one  contemptuously  ask.  Who  are  these  that  belong  to  this 
"Subordinate  Assembly"?    Are  not  most  of  them  Germans? 

1.  It  must  be  admitted  that  some  of  them  are  of  German  origin,  yet  thero  are 
only  three  who  preach  In  the  German  language.  [Rubel,  Cock,  Kern.]  But  thcM 
show  that  they  are  men  of  good  order,  and  of  a  blameless  walk.  They  were  tent 
over  by  the  Rev.  Classls.  One  comes  from  the  Consistory  of  Heidelberg.  They 
ought  not  to  be  made  any  more  contemptible,  on  account  of  their  language,  than 
a  Scotchman.  The  German  Church  has  also  always  stood  In  very  close  relatloD 
with  the  Netherland  Church.     This  the  Scotch  has  never  done. 

2.  From  all  this  it  is  plain,  that  they  are  either  entirely  Ignorant  of  the  costoms 
of  our  Church  Assemblies,  subject  to  the  Classls,  or  they  intend  to  make  It  so, 
that  in  the  future,  the  business  cannot  bear  the  light. 

V.  Finally:  Wc  do  not  doubt  but  that  the  Rev.  Consistory  will  deny  what  has 
been  said  by  domine  Rltzema,  in  reference  to  the  above  named  Consistory  meeting. 
When,  upon  the  Consistory  refusing  to  unite  wi1;h  us,  [the  Conferentie]  he  asked: 
What  must  we  now  do?  They  answered  me:  Ministerial  Friend,  you  can  go  (to 
that  Conferentie  Assembly]  if  you  please;  you  are  already  so  deep  in  the  mud, 
how  will  you  ever  get  out  of  it?  To  this  I  only  answered:  Do  you  help  me  ovt 
of  it!  and  I  will  thank  you;  for  I  have  been  a  long  time  tired  of  this  whole  buslneas. 
This  I  said  with  no  other  meaning  than  that  I  was  constantly  sustaining  Ion 
thereby  in  my  own  pocket-book.  For  it  has  generally  been  my  lot  to  sprad  much 
valuable  time  in  all  these  disputes,  and  with  very  little  benefit;  and  especially  now, 
since  now  I  am  obliged  to  struggle  with  my  own,  Consistory,  whereas  formcirl7  I 
had  only  to  combat  with  those  outside. 

This  it  is.  Rev.  Gentlemen,  which  we  had  to  communicate  to  your  Revs,  eon- 
ceming  the  situation  of  our  congregation,  in  order  that  your  Revs,  might  be  aM 
to  Judge  correctly  concerning  the  letter  written  by  our  Consistory.     And  to  t 
end,  we  pray  your  Revs,  to  read  over  again  the  letters  from  our  Consistoi^  as  wel! 
as  those  of  the  Rev.  Classls,  to  which  reference  has  been  made  above.     This  wl 
surely  give  some  light  on  all  these  matters. 

The  time  Is  now  too  short  to  give  the  Minutes  of  our  last  [Conferentie]  Assemb 
in  full.  [Oct.  8-10,  1765]  with  the  accompanying  letter,   [Oct.  22,  1765].     This 
hope  to  do  the  next  time.     However  we  must  here  mention  the  danger  in  whld 
our  Church  now  is.     This  has  already  been  mentioned  by  our  Colleague,  De  Ronde 
in  his  letter  to  the  Rev.  John  Kalkoen,  which  is  accompanied   with  an  eames 
request,  to  bring,  if  possible,  the  proposed  plans  of  his  Rev.  into  effect. 
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With  this  we  8ign  ounelvee,  with  the  utmost  respect  and  reverence.  Right  ReT. 
BIXB.  Patheiv  and  Brethren  in  Christ, 

Yonr  Right  Rev.  D.  W.  Servants  and  Brethren, 

John  Rltzema,  V.   D.   M.  Neo-Bboracensis. 
Lambertus  De  Ronde,  V.  D.  M. 
W*ir  Yoi*.  Oct.  20th.  1765. 

H.  B.  If  jonr  Revs,  do  not  yet  thinlc  it  proper  to  drop  the  names  of  the  so-called 
Ooetofl  Ministers  from  the  Ministerial  Book,  we  nevertheless  request  that  the  names 
^  ministers  deceased,  and  those  who  are  not  recognized  by  the  Rev.  Classis,  should 
*t  least  be  taken  out.  These  are  George  W.  Mancius,  deed:  B.  Meioema:  Johan. 
^Qrtts  Goetschius;  Jak.  Van  Nist;  and  that  Gerrit  Lydekker  be  entered  as  a 
«"»^date. 


Church  of  New  York. 

New  York,  October  Slst,  1765. 
^^omslstoty  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

ftl.^  deeds  of  vaults  sold  were  signed  and  sealed. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Ritsema,  p.  t.  President. 
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were  under  and  about  the  Cedar  st.  church,  along  Nassau  st.  The  writer 
^^U  remembers  these  surroundings,  before  the  church  became  the  Post-ofQce  in 
^••^•-B.  T.  C.) 


D-       Testimony  of  the  Consistory  of  Kingston  Concerning 

•X-HB  0CCURRENCF.S   IN  THE  CoNSISTORY  MeETING  ON  NoV.  11, 

1765. 


Consistory  of  Kingston  being  assembled  in  the  Consistory  Room  on  the  18th 
Kov.  1765  and  prayer  to  God  having  been  offered  the  occurrences  which  hap- 
in  our  former  meeting  of  the  11th  of  this  month  were  mentioned.     And  since 
•t  t^t  time  some  things  were  said  which  in  the  Judgment  of  the  Consistory  ought 
t»    tis  recorded.     Do.  Meyer  was  asked  if  he  would  make  the  record  and  since  he 
only  returned  his  refusal  to  this  request  but  also  refused  to  take  the  vote  of 
Consistory  upon  the  subject  Comelis  Persen  as  the  oldest  Blder  took  the  vote. 
It  was  unanimously  resolved  that  the  record  should  be  made. 
The  circumstances  alluded  to  as  happening  in  the  Consistory  on  the  11th  of  this 
tth  were  as  follows.     A  letter  having  been  received  from  the  Ministers  in  New 
Tork  under  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  signed  by  Do.  Ritsema,  President  and  Do. 
^  Bonds.  ClerilL,  and  addressed  to  Do.  Meyer— and  this  letter  having  been  read  by 
^*  Meyer  some  remarks  were  then  made  to  this  effect.     In  speaking  on  the  sub- 
^*^  <tf  Subordination,  Do.  Meyer  was  asked  if  he  would  acknowledge  or  consent  to 
^  Sabordination  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.     And  his  reply  was.  No.     Nor  to 
**|^  other  Classis  In  Holland;  but  that  when  there  was  necessity  for  it  he  would 
•***••  and  Correspond  with  the  Professors  who  had  sent  him.— And  if  the  Qhurches 
^''^^ki  unite  and  erect  a  Classis  here  he  would  willingly  acknowledge  its  Jurisdiction. 
'^^  Meyer  also  said  that  the  Subordination,  as  It  existed  here,  savored  much  of 
^  spirit  of  Popery— And  being  asked  by  his  Consistory  to  show  wherein  the 
"^^^^rity  consisted,   he  explained  by  saying:— That  the  Pope  pretended  that  his 
^^r,  in  Ecclesiastical  matters,  extended  over  the  whole  world;  and  Just  so  the 
Is  of  Amsterdam,  not  content  with  her  Jurisdiction  in   Holland,   labored  to 
J      fl  it  hither. 
^    tlie  second  place,  Do.  Meyer  said  that  Drunkards  and  those  lying  under  cen- 
^m  that  account,  were  admitted  to  seats  In  that  Convention. 
«3  thirdly,  he  laid  the  disturbances  in  the  Congregation  to  the  charge  of  the 
«tory— (Baying— '*  you  keep  the  Congregation  In  darkness.     Only  tell  them  that 
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you  have  done  all  you  can.  and  that  now  you  know  of  nothing  further,  that  mb  te 
done  and  they  will  soon  be  quiet."  and  "If  you  know  of  any  thing  elfe  to  d<H 
do  It." 

Signed  by  me  by  order  of  the  Consistory  of  Kingston, 

Cornelia  Peraen.  Senior  BMn. 


Rev.  II.  Meyer  to  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Ritzema  and  De  Ro2n)E, 

November  13,  1765. 

Rev.  Sirs  and  Brethren:— 

The  letter  of  your  Revs,  of  the  17th  of  October  of  this  year,  has  been  duly 
received.  I  was  much  astonished  to  see  that  that  letter  was  directed  to  our  entin 
Consistory,  although  its  contents  related  to  me  alone. 

I  was  still  more  astonished  to  see  that  your  Revs,  have  taken  it  npon  younelrcs 
to  interfere  in  the  differences  between  me  and  my  Consistory,  and  to  pass  M* 
ment  on  our  affairs,  when  your  Revs,  were  not  requested  to  do  so,— not  at  tout 
by  me;  and  were  still  loss  acquainted  with  my  wishes  and  actions.     Most  o(  •D* 
however,  I  was  astonished  to  see  that  your  Revs,  lent  a  hand  to  those,  about  whott 
you  yourselves  write,  that  they  are  only  laborini;  to  get  rid  of  me.     Still  mon* 
your  Revs,  declare  that  my  congregation  belongs  to  you,  and  you  set  up  youfselfc* 
as  judges  and  authorities  over  me.     You  even  endeavor  to  force  me  under  tbreftts 
of  using  other  means  against   me,   viz.   an   ecclesiastical   power   which  I  cannot 
recognise,  and  against  which  my  soul  rebels. 

Can  It  be,  under  the  supposition  that  your  Revs,  had  a  right  to  thrust  yonnelT^ 
into  our  affairs,  that  the  maxim  still  found  in  civil  courts  is  no  longer  used  i* 
ecclesiastical  assemblies,  viz.,  "Audi  et  alteram  partem.** 

But  I  need  not  speak  of  this.  On  the  contrary,  I  have  reason  to  ask.  Who  ma^ 
you  judges  over  me?  Whence  do  you  derive  the  power  to  usurp  dominion  over  m^ 
Is  it  from  the  Word  of  God?     This  cannot  be,  for  Jeeus  is  against  it.     Mat.  20:2^ 

22.     Is  it  from  the  Church  Order?     Neither  can  this  be  so,  for  that  holds  on^ 

according  to   the  Word  of  God,   that  not  any   church  or  minister  shall  exerci^ 
dominion  over  other  churches  or  ministers,  Art.  84.     Is  It  on  the  strength  of  as 
agreement  between  you  and  me?     It  cannot  be.     For  however  much  that  has  b«e  - 
sought.  Divine  Providence  has  hindered  it  up  to  the  present  time. 

Is  it  on  the  strength  of  any  other  dependence,  on  my  part,  upon  your  Revs. 
Even  such  a  dependence  is  unknown  to  me.  because  I  was  not  even  called  by  joac 
Revs.,  nor  sent  by  you.     I  was  called  and  sent  by  the  Highly  Rev.  Theological 
Faculty  of  Groningen,  uphold  by  the  Highly  Rev.  Synod  of  Groningen. 

What  ground  do  you  have  then,  my  lords!  to  assume  such  power  over  me,  as  yon 
have  done  in  your  letter?  Indeed,  my  lords,  allow  me  to  go  further,  and  to  ash 
you  what  ground  you  have  to  act  toward  me  against  the  Divine  commandments' 
1  suppose  (you  thus  act)  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  those,  of  whom  you  yonrselvei 
write  that  they  are  laboring  lo  get  rid  of  me.  Yet  I  have  the  testimony  in  mi 
soul,  and  I  may,  at  least  boast  in  all  humility,  that  I  have  the  testimony  of  plouf 
men,  that  I  was  called  in  a  remarkable  way,  and  that  only  few  such  calls  are  madi 
in  the  Netherlands.  If  I  were  accused  of  error  in  doctrine  or  life,  were  such  thing] 
publicly  known,  or  could  they  be  clearly  proved,  you  might  then  have  reason  t< 
afford  aid  to  those  who  seek  to  get  rid  of  me. 

Oh  that  in  such  case  men  might  have  the  conscience  not  to  labor  against  GodV 
servants,  much  less  not  to  threaten  to  put  thorn  out  of  the  ministry,  lest  thej 
become  guilty  of  the  same  sin  as  the  Jewish  Council,  Acts,  4. 

The  flame  of  division  is  even  now  burning  too  brightly  in  our  churches,  so  tha' 
we  should  not  try  to  drag  other  ministers  Into  it.  This  is  also  one  of  the  reasoni 
why  I  do  not  feel  inclined  to  meddle,  for  the  present,  with  any  party,  even  wen 
it  not  contrary  to  my  feelings  and  my  conscience.  I  have  made  a  firm  resolutloi 
to  keep  out  of  these  differences.  This  Is  according  to  the  advice  of  the  late  Prof 
Gerdes.  as  well  as  the  advice  and  example  of  other  congregations  and  ministers 
By  this  means  both  myself  and  my  congregation,  if  I  am  right,  will  enjoy  tlu 
greatest  peace.     (I  act  thus)  the  rather,  because  even  without  that  (eccleslastica 
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coanection  with  parties  here.)  enough  ways  exist  to  retain  our  congregations,  and 
t»  goTern  them,  under  our  own  Church  Order. 

My  multiplied  endeavors  have  been  directed  to  this  end,  although  they  have  been 
tendered  nugatory  through  others.  For  I  myself,  at  least,  find  the  work  of  an 
ciwigelist  80  important  and  useful,  that  I  think  that  we  need  not  unite  with  other 
tgencies  which  may  only  lead  to  harm  and  destruction. 

If  I  found  it  proper,  and  myself  under  obligations  to  render  an  account  of  my 
doings  to  your  Revs,  I  would  do  it.  But  I  fail  to  see  my  obligation  because  I  am 
Mlther  a  member  of  your  Assembly,  nor  subordinate  to  it.  I  will,  however, 
dtdare  this  to  you,  which  I  hope  your  Revs,  will  not  take  amiss,  viz.  that  necessity 
it  laid  upon  me  by  you,  to  seek  assistance  with  (from?)  the  other  ministers  and 
coailstories  of  New  York,  (the  Province,)  because  you  employ  threats,  and  under- 
take tilings  against  me,  which  are  unbecoming,  and  detrimental  both  to  myself  and 
By  congregation.  My  aim  is  to  see  whether  they  cannot  find  means  to  relea$:e  me 
fnuD  unnecessary  and  harmful  anxiety,  and  to  spare  you  the  trouble  of  adopting 
•tker  measores  with  me  which  might  in  no  way  be  pleasant  to  me. 

I,  on  my  part,  at  least,  give  you  hereby  a  full  discbarge.  I  also  not  only  give 
yon  liberty,  but  request  you  most  earnestly,  to  spare  your  Revs,  all  further  trouble 
ooaeeroing  me. 

Meanwhile  your  Revs,  might  employ  your  powers  to  better  purposes.     I  suppose 
there  it  work  enough  for  you  in  your  own  congregations;  for  the  faithful.  Indus- 
Moot  and  blessed  execution  otf  which,  I  wish  you  the  grace  of  the  Lord.     This 
kclBC  to^  I  sign  myself, 
•   Host  Rev.  Sirs  and  Brethren, 

Your  Revs,  obedient  servant  and  brother, 

H.  Meyer. 
*ta|tton.  Not.  13,  1765. 

To  the  Revs.  RItzema  and  De  Ronde. 


1765 


CiiuRCH  OF  New  York. 

Address  to  Governor  Moore. 

To  His  Excellency, 

^^  Henry  Moore,  Baronet,  Captain-General  and  Governor-in- 

^^f  in,  and  over  the  colony  of  K'ew  York  and  tbe  Territories 

^^P^nding  thereon,  in  America,  Chancellor  and  Vice-Admiral 

^^tl^esame: 

^^  humble  address  of  the  Ministers,  Elders  and  Deacons  of 

^^     Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  of  the  City  of  New 


May  5 


please  your  Excellency: — 

^^   his  Majfeetys  most  faithful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Minis- 

^®>  Elders  and  Deacons    of  the   Reformed   Protestant   Dutch 

^^^^^Xili  of  the  City  of  New  York,  beg  leave  with  the  greatest  sin- 

[       ^wity  iQ  congratulate  your  Excellency  on  your  safe  arrival  in  this 

I       WnOTvy^  to  the  government  of  which  you  are  appointed  by  our 

I       jloet  Gracious  SovereiOT. 

V 
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Permit  us,  Sir,  to  assure  you  of  our  ardent  wishes  and  prayer 
that  the  same  Providence  which  has  safely  conducted  your  perw^ 
and  family  through  the  perils  and   dangers    of   a   tempestuoit^^ 
ocean,  may  continue  to  smile  on  yourself,  your  connections,  anc^^ 
your  administration. 

We  beg  leave  to  mention  to  your  Excellency  that  we  have  alwajB, 
and  we  hope,  not  imdeservedly,  been  esteemed  dutifid  and  loyal 
subjects  to  his  Majesty  and  his  Koyal  Predecessors,  under  wfaoee 
auspicious  government,  besides  the  fullest  protection  of  our 
religious  rights  and  privileges,,  we  have  been  distinguished  with 
particular  marks  of  the  Koyal  favor. 

Influenced  by  a  just  sense  of  these,  we  shall  continue  to  ex- 
press our  gratitude,  not  in  professions  of  loyalty  only,  but  by  a 
strictly  correspondent  behavior. 

As  we  flatter  ourselv^  with  an  assurance  of  your  Excellency's 
continuance  and  protection,  so  we  are  content  it  should  be 
measured  to  us  by  our  loyalty  to  the  King,  and  our  obedience  to 
those  to  whose  care  and  administration  of  government  in  this 
Colony  is  committed. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Consistoryj, 

Joannes  Ritzema,  V.  D.  M.  p.  t.  Pres. 
Consistory  Chamber,  City  of  New  York, 

November  20,  1765. 


To  which  address  His  Excellency  was  pleased  to  return  the  fol- 
lowing answer. 
Gentlemen : — 

I  return  you  many  thanks  for  your  congratulations  on  my  ar- 
rival here,  and  your  ardent  wishes  for  the  success  of  my  adminis- 
tration. My  duty  to  his  Majesty,  my  regard  for  the  interest  of 
the  Province,  and  the  principles  in  which  I  have  been  educated, 
will  always  oblige  me  to  avoid  every  act  which  can  have  the  least 
tendency  to  the  infringement  of  any  civil  or  religious  rights,  and 
you  may  rely  on  that  continuance  and  protection  you  have  already 
experienced  under  my  predecessors  in  this  government. 
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Rbvs  ^tzema  and  Db  Ronde  to  the  Consistory  of  Kingston, 

N.  Y.  December  3,  17G5. 

To  the  Consistory  of  Klns^ton. 
Worthy  Brethren :~ 

We  had  learned  before  the  receipt  of  your  letter  and  that  of  Mr.  Joh.  Wynkoop 

tbat  the  state  of  your  Church  was  nothing  better  but  rather  worse  than  it  had 

hcen;  In  what  we  last  wrote  to  Do.  Meyer  and  in  all  that  we  have  done  In  this 

■itter,  we  have  sought  to  show  to  every  impartial  person  that  we  have  acted  from 

tte  ilogle  desire  of  the  welfare  of  Do.  Meyer  and  your  Church.     But  Do.  Meyer 

lutead  of  acknowledging  with  thankfulness  our  labor  of  love  now  comes  out  as  an 

*P«i  mocker  of  our  attempts.     For  this  reason  we  have  thought  best  to  send  our 

htit  letter  to  him  and  the  Consistory  with  his  original  reply  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of 

-Amsterdam,  as  we  have  done  within  the  past  week.     (Copies  of  the  same  have  been 

^kcnfor  ourselves;  these  we  consider  it  [un?]  necessary  to  send  to  you,  as  it  would 

saswer  no  useful  purpose.)     We  have  taken  this  course  because  he  has  shown  him- 

^If  a  mocker  at  good  order  and  thus  has  made  himself  unworthy  of  our  farther 

cffbrti  in  his  behalf. 

But  Brethren  what  reply  shall  we  make  to  your  letter?  We  see  this  diiflculty 
^i^kh  you  have  In  your  Church;  we  know,  that  matters  with  you,  are  not  In 
^luat  state  of  order  which  we  would  have  prevail  among  you— and  if  you  proceed 
to  farther  steps,  yoo  also  know,  that  we  here  are  not  able  to  render  that  assistance 
^l&leh  we  gladly  would ;  since  those  who  should  have  stood  by  us  have  so  conducted 
to^rard  us  as  to  offer  our  enemies  an  opportunity  of  falling  upon  us  like  wolves.  If 
yon  employ  the  services  of  Do.  Rysdyk  according  to  the  advice  of  Do.  Fryennioet 
yon  bring  him  under  the  same  circumstances  in  which  Do.  Cock  was  lately  placed 
Vy  70Dr  means,  and  you  will  perhaps  be  the  means  of  great  injury  to  him  in  his 
•■^Ti  Church,  which  otherwise  seems  at  present  in  a  promising  way  to  triumph  over 
tluat  little  faction,  which  calls  Itself  the  Coetus,  among  those  where  he  lives. 

In  reference  to  Do.  Meyer  the  truth  seems  to  be  that  he  is  not  Pope  in  Kingston, 

■*tit  a  Minister,  under  the  Consistory,  and  subject  to  Its  censure  whenever  his  con- 

^'■ct  tends  otherwise  than  to  the  edification  of  the  Church.     Now  among  the  sins 

''Motioned  in  the  80  Art.  as  subjecting  a  Minister  to  censure,  is  that  of  makino  an 

^^^  BchUm  in  the  Church.     And  that  Do.  Meyer  has  been  guilty  of  this  sin  Is  as 

^^*r  as  the  day  since  he  refused  to  join  the  Convention  which  the  Classis  and  the 

ByAod  acknowledged  and  to  which  your  Church  had  always  been  subordinate.     Does 

^^  that  Constitute  open  schism?    Does  not  that  Interfere  with  the  edification  of 

tu^  Church?     And  are  not  you  as  the  overseers  of  the  Church  bound  to  promote 

**U?    Or  has  your  Minister  the  right  and  the   power  to  remove  all   established 

l^^lQiarks?     Let  his  Professors  and  the  Synod  of  Groningen  upon  whom  he  calls, 

J**  them  help  him  If  they  can;  we  with  the  whole  Classis  and  Synod  of  North  Hol- 

^»d  will  dispute  his  right  of  lording  it  thus  over  God's  heritage  and  compelling 

*J*  Church  to  dance  as  he  may  pipe.     Under  these  circumstances  it  is  proper  for 

Jl^  to  know  what  Is  necessary  for  your  Church,  and  to  maintain  the  rights  which 

r^^Dg  to  you  (and  this  is  the  expression  which  at  the  request  of  the  Church  was 

'^^ttnately  introduced  in  his  Call.)     There  are  other  things  besides  whloh  we  can- 

^*  *iow  mention;  but  It  becomes  you  to  act  in  this  matter  like  men.     At  the  same 

^'**«  those  who  might  be  expected  to  render  their  assistance,  viz..  Do.  Fryenmoet 

rJJ^   Cock  cannot  refuse  to  do  so  with  propriety.     Resides  we  Instruct  you  that 

•**Uever  you  may  exe«;nte  the  sentence  of  censure,  and  call  upon  the  neighboring 

■Meters  to  supply  your  pulpit  during  the  period  for  which  it  may  be  inflicted.  It 

Ptt>per  for  Do.  Rysdyk  to  take  his  part  but  not  before  all  the  others  have  oflfi- 

^**«*^;  we  ourselves  would  not  decline  to  render  our  services  were  not  the  dls- 

**^^  to  great  as  to  make  this  inconvenient  and  even  impossible. 
»  ^^h  Brethren  Is  our  advice  to  you  In  your  present  unpleasant  circumstances. 
y**n  see  fit  before  acting  upon  It  to  communicate  it  to  your  neIgh?>orlng  brethren. 
^*  have  no  objection;  If  not,  we  Implore  for  you  all  necessary  heavenly  wisdom 
^j^l^^^race,  while  we  subscribe  ourselves,  worthy  brethren,  wllh  much  respect,  your 
^^^lent  servants, 

1^  J.  RItzema 

*^"  York,  Dec.  8,  1765.  Lambertus  De  Ronde. 

Ill 
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Otheb  Items  in  1766. 

Jan.  8.     Rev.  T.  Brown  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.     Doc. 
N.  Y.,  4to.  ed.,  IV.  221. 

March  28.     Eev.  Wheelock  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.     Doc. 
N.  Y.  IV.  222. 

April  29.     Rev.  Wheelock's  Address  to  Indian  Chiefs. 
Hist.  N.  Y.  IV.  223. 

April  29.     Rev.  Wheelock  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.     Doc. 
K  Y.  IV.  226. 

June  17.     Rev.  Kirtland  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.     Doc- 
N.  Y.  IV.  227. 

Oct.   21.     Rev.  Wheelock  to  Sir  Wm.   Johnson.     Doc. 
N.  Y.  IV.  228. 

Nov.  7.  Sir  Wm.  Johnson,  to  Rev.  Barton.  Doc.  Hist.  ] 
IV.  228. 

Dec.  20.  Episcopal  Church  of  Schenectady  desire  a  Gbi 
Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  IV.  229. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Letters. 

1766,  Jan.  14th.  Art.  4  ad  Art.  2,  of  Classis  of  Dec.  17, ! 
The  Deputies  ad  res  Exteras  report  that  they  had  received  1( 
from  Rev.  Ritzema,  dated  September  10,  1765.  From 
Lambertus  de  Ronde,  they  had  received  two  letters,  one  t< 
Classis,  and  one  to  Rev.  Kalkoen,  dated  September  9,  1761 
gether  with  an  enclosure  in  defence  of  said  Rev.  de  Ronde. 

Also  one  from  the  Consistorv  of  New  York,  of  Octobei 
1765,  signed  by  six  elders  and  eight  deacons.  In  this  \ 
letter  enclosed  from  Rev.  Ladner,  (Laidlie,)  dated  Octobe 
1765. 

Also  one  from  Rev.  Ritzema  to  the  Classis  dated  Octobe 
1765. 

Also  one  from  Rev.  de  Rondo,  dated with  enclot 

from  a  committee  of  three  appointed  by  the  Dutch  party, 
October  23,  1765,  to  the  Classis,  and  to  Rev.  Kalkoen,  conta 
further  explanations  of  what  is  mentioned  in  the  letter  to  CI 
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"Moreover  they  report  that  on   October   18,    1765,   they  had 

amed  from  the  Directors  of  the  Assembly  of  the  xvii  (of  the 

India  Company)  as  to  th'eir  deliberations  and  resolutions  con- 

ooming  their  memorial,  which  had  been  handed  over  and  ad- 

siueerde  in  the  earlier  part  of  that  year,  in  order  to  provide  the 

Tndian  Churches  with  more  ministers  and  also  capable  ones,  and 

the  following  was  told  them  by  the.  mouth  of  the  President  of  that 

Assembly  (of  the  xvii) : 

1.  That  the  plan  as  handed  in  by  our  Classis,  in  the  name  of  the 
Synod,  did  not  please  them,  and  therefore  they  rejected  it. 

(1).  Because  to  erect  such  a  Seminary  (at  Batavia?)  would  be 
4  permanent  affair  (continuous  expense)  and  to  this  the  Com- 
pany cannot  submit  itself. 

(2).  That  they  feared  that  at  times  they  would  see  no  result 
of  thje  expenses  incurred;  for  some  who  pledged  themselves  in 
tlieir  minority,  when  they  had  received  promotion,  and  became 
candidates,  would  get  an  opportunity  and  accept  it,  of  securing  a 
settlement  here  in  this  country. 

2.  That  they  would  prefer  to  bring  themselves  to  offer  a  larger 
"Onorarium,  Idoticeur']  to  him  who  would  give  himself  to  the 
serrice  of  the  Indian  churches ;  and  that  an  advertisement  should 
^  placed  in  the  "  Boekzaal,"  [a  monthly  church  publication]  so 
fcat  it  might  be  known — as  this  is  done  in  regard  to  other  places — 
^l^t  there  was  a  vacancy,  and  on  what  conditions  this  vacancy 
could  be  profitably  taken  up. 

The  Deputies  had  asked  [the  Directors]  whether  it  were  per- 
niitted  th^^m  to  bring  in  their  objections  to  this ;  or  whether  Clas- 
ses and  Synod  must  abide  thereby.  The  answer  was  that  this 
'©solution  had  been  "  resumed  "  and  could  not  be  altered.  It  was 
then  asked,  what  sort  of  a  honorarium  [douceur']  it  would  be,  so 
^  to  inform  those  who  might  inquire  ?  The  answer  was  that 
whenever  the  Messrs.  Directors  knew  of  any  vacancy,  they  would 
^^  to  be  published  in  the  "  Boekzaal,''  on  what  conditions  the 
*^ce  in  the  [East]  Indies  was  offered.  Finally,  the  Deputies 
^  res  Exteras  requested  a  copy  of  these  resolutions,  but  their  re- 
^nest  was  politely  [lit.  amicably]  declined,     xiv.  56,  57. 


I 


New  York,  Dec.  3.  1765. 
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Chubch  of  New  Yobk. 
The  Harpending  lots. 

New  York,  JaDoary  22,  17M. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

1.  Resolved  that  four  lots  on  the  Harpending  grounds,  Nos.  92,  91,  90,  and 
be  held  free,  and  that  four  houses  be  built  thereon,  each  twenty  feet  wide  a 
thirty-two  feet  deep  and  two  stories  high,  fronting  on  William  street.    Also  t3 
Mrs.  Caroo  can  remain  in  her  house  this  year. 

2.  Mr.  De  Peyster  was  autboriiBed  to  lease  the  comer  where  Wheeler  liTem 
the  highest  bidder;  also  the  house  where  Catherine  Uitten  Bogart  last  lired. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Ritzema,  p.  t.  Preslden-ft 

Acts  of  the  Deputies.     About  Jan.  1766. 

Kevs.  Ritzema  and  De  Ronde  of  New  York  to  the  Classis 
Amsterdam,  Oct.  22,  1765.— Vol.  33,  page  96.     No.  371. 

(Extracts.) 

A  letter  from  New  York,  written.  Nov.  [Oct  22?]  22,  1765,  by  Rers.  Rltsei 
and  De  Ronde;  accompanying  which  are  sent  the  minutes  of  their  (Gonfereot! 
Assembly,  showing  who  are  with  them,  and  what  bnslness  came  before  them. 

Rev.  (Cornelius)  Blanw,  indeed,  did  not  appear,  but  excused  himself,  became  1 
Rev.  had  not  received  the  notification  in  time,  and  was,  besides,  prevented  hy  < 
inflammation  of  the  throat. 

They  would  have  had  a  peaceful  meeting,  if  they  had  not  l>een  disturbed  by  tli^ 
who  are  willing,  indeed,  to  remain  In  connection  with  the  Netherland  Church*  ^ 
not  with  the  Coetus;  wanting  to  keep  everything  on  the  old  footing;  for  whldt  ^ 
New  York  Consistory  largely  gave  the  occasion. 

They  send  us  the  original  letters  from  Revs.  Samuel  Verbryck  and  Herm«^ 
Meyer,  together  with  a  copy  of  their  letter  to  Rev.  Meyer.  In  the  letters  of  tl^ 
gentlemen  the  spirit  of  Independence  clearly  manifests  itself.  Wherefore,  tt 
urge  again,  and  at  some  length  that,  through  the  Civil  Commissioners  in  the  Hy*^* 
the  Ambassador  of  the  States  General  at  the  Court  of  Great  Britain  be  Induce^ 
bring  about  that  they  shall  be  protected  in  their  privileges,  liberties  and  prope^^ 
etc. 

Further  they  thank  the  Classis  very  much  for  their  trouble  and  care.  They  ^ 
still  waiting  for  the  ministers,  Boelen  and  Omilent,  (?),  while  they  pralae  0 
Rysdyk  very  highly.     They  close  with  congratulations  and  regards. 

According  to  the  minutes  of  the  (Ck>nferentie)  Assembly  held  at  New  York,  ^ 
8,  9,  and  10,  1765,  signed  in  the  name  of  all,  by  Rev.  Rltsema,  President,  and  ^ 
De  Ronde,  Scribe,  the  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  Ritzema;  and 
letters  from  the  Classis,  (to  the  Confercntie)  of  Feb.  4  and  May  23.  1765;  al^' 
copy  of  onr  letter  of  June  8.  to  the  Coetus.  were  road  to  their  great  satisfaction^ 

The  student.  Garret  Lydekker,  asked  to  be  examined,  hi  name  of  the  Cia^ 
This  the  Rev.  Ritzema  was  commissioned  to  do  on  Oct.  10. 

The  Assembly  of  the  Ministers  and  Eiders  who  are  in  connection  with  the  Cla^^ 
of  Amsterdam,  consist  of  the  following: 

Rev.  J.  Ritzema 
"     L.  De  Ronde 
"     John  Schuiler 
"     Ulpianus  Van  Sinderen 
**     J.  Caspar  Rubel 
*•     Casparns  Freyenmoet 
"     Benjamin  Van  der  Linden 
"    Gerard  Daniel  Cock 
"     Michael  Kern 
Isaak  Rysdyk 


Ministers.  < 


ii 


raders. 
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'  Beynier  Van  Giesen 
Jeremias  Van  der  Bllt 
Rem  Remsen 
Pleter  Vosbarg 
David  Teriieun 
Pleter  Scherp 

Hendrlk  Wydeman  (Whytman) 
Isaak  Brinkerhoff 
Jurje  Snyder,  of  Stlsslng 
Com.  Pausen  (Peeraon),  of  Kingston 

Martin  de  la  Metere  and  Johan.  Blanwveld,  delegates  from  Marbletown 
and  Tappan. 

Beply  was  made  to  the  letter  of  the  Chnrch  of  Marbletown  complaining  about  the 
ltd  dissension  caused  by  those  who  take  the  part  of  the  Ck)etus;  to  the  effect  that 
the  Olmrch  should  first  try  to  get  possession  of  the  House  of  Worship,  according 
to  Ita   legal  right,  and  then  take  counsel  thereon  with  the  nearest  ministers. 

At  the  session  of  Oct.  9,  was  read  the  Heading  of  the  Fundamental  Articles  and 
Kales  for  the  Assembly  belonging  to  the  Classls,  and  these  were  signed  anew  by 
tlu»e   present  as  Elders  and  Ministers  now  constituting  that  Assembly.* 

In  reference  to  the  case  of  Tappan,  as  against  Rev.  Verbryck,  a  committee  was 
•PPotnted. 

It  -Was  unanimously  resolved  that  the  letter  of  the  Classls  to  the  Coetus  (of  June 
^  1^766)  should  be  printed ;  600  copies  In  Dutch  and  400  In  English. 

^be  case  of  Rev.  Van  Hoevenbergh  was  commended  to  the  Investigation  of  the 
BelShborlng  ministers. 

^li  the  sad  condition  of  affairs  at  Kingston,  through  the  position  of  their  mln* 
^V',  Meyer,  It  was  decided  that  his  Rev.  should  once  more  be  written  to;  and, 
^  ^ftse  that  did  not  help,  the  whole  matter  would  be  laid  before  the  Classls,  with 
^  Request  for  their  final  decision;  with  a  proposal  to  the  Rev.  Classls  of  the  only 
UH^^Hs,  which,  it  la  thought  may  yet  serve  to  preserve  the  privileges  of  the  Church. 
*^  was  left  to  the  President  and  Scribe. 

^^t  the  session  of  Oct.  10,  the  student,  Leydekker,  after  preaching  a  trial-sermon 
^^  Pa.  145,3,  was  examined  In  Greek  on  John  1 ;  In  Hebrew  on  Psalm  1,  and  then 
jf  Sacred  Theology;  and  was  thereupon  admitted  to  the  preaching  of  the  Holy 

^rther  the  (Conferentle)  Assembly  judged,  that  amid  all  the  confusion  and 
^^Poaltlon,  caused  by  the  Coetus,  It  would  be  best,  following  the  steps  of  the 
^^■als,  to  have  as  little  as  possible  to  do  with  that  body;  to  see  to  It  that  those 
^^o  desire  assistance  be  aided  by  word  and  deed;  and  thus  to  convince  others  of 

J^  sole  aim  of  the  Assembly  to  preserve  the  pure  doctrine  and  good  order  of  the 

''•therUnd  Church. 

^And  thus  the  Assembly  closed  with  thanksgiving  and  prayer  for  blessing  in  a 

'■'•temal  spirit. 

^^ponents  of  English  preaching  in  Ts^ew  York  to  the  Classis  of 
Amsterdam,  October  23,  1765.     Vol.  33,  Page  95.     No.  368. 

(Extracts.) 

^-^tters  were  received  from  New  York,  dated  Oct.  23,  1705,  signed  by  Abel  Harden- 
'1c,  Jacobus  Stoutenbcrgh  and  Iluybcrt  Van  Wagenen,  as  Commissioners  of  the 
■^h  party.     They  write  to  the  Classis : 
'-    Stating  In  what  a  sad  condition  their  affairs  are ;  and  ask  earnestly  for  our 
J    ^* stance.     They  deplore  the  fact,  that  things  are  in  such  a  way  as  dpscribed  In  the 
^j^  ^^rs  of  Revs.  Rltzema  and  De  Ronde,  and  add  n  few  thlnpa  to  them,  here  and 
^*"<.    They  complain  particularly  about  Rev.   Rltzema  himself,  on  account  of  his 

^tbls  Conferentle  party,  having  In  their  possession  the  Coetus  Minute  Book,  now 
ed  their  names  as  given  in  this  Document,  In  said  Book,  as  If  they  constituted 
real  and  original  Coetus.— Minute  Book  In  Synodlcal  Archives. 
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insincerity  toward  them  in  the  matter  of  protests.  Upon  his  own  adTice  they  ha^ 
presented  these  to  the  Consistory.  They  also  complain  ahoat  Rer.  Laidlie  likewise 
who  at  first  seemed  to  take  a  different  stand ;  but  afterwards  turned  entirely  aboofc 
By  our  help,  they  are  seeking  also  to  have  recourse  to  our  Ambassador  in  England 
They  send  two  printed  booklets,  to  set  forth  more  clearly  their  mind  and  nttea 
ances;  and  how,  as  they  think,  matters  ought  to  be  in  the  Church.  (Tliey  writ: 
also) 

II.  To  Rev.  Kalkoen,  that  their  opponents  have  sent  for  a  second  English  minister: 
that  this  is  in  direct  conflict  with  the  Eighth  Articles  agreed  to.  In  opposition  G 
these  Articles,  the  English  minister  has  also  proposed  to  build  a  school,  upon  Uk 
land  given  for  the  Dutch  ministers,  who  are  to  be  always  two  in  number,  as  againa 
one  English  minister,  according  to  those  same  Eighth  Articles.  That  the  Bngiia 
minister  has  invited  from  Scotland  a  nephew  of  his  to  be  schoolmaster,  althoofl 
there  are  plenty  of  schoolmasters  in  New  York,  and  therefore,  his  object  mac 
simply  be,  as  some  think,  to  make  a  candidate  of  him  there,  and  then  to  work  hi- 
Into  the  ministry. 

They  also  ask,  that,  when  we  write  to  them,  the  letters  be  addressed  to  Thomss 
Van  Dell,  merchant  at  New  York ;  because  the  letters  would  otherwise  be  eopl^ 
and  the  report  spread  through  the  city,  that  they  had  been  defeated  by  t^ 
Classis,  etc 


Rev.  Archibald  Laidlie  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Oct  26, 176  i 

Vol.  33.     Page  94,  No.  366. 

(Extracts.) 

With  the  above  letter  was  Inclosed  a  letter  in  English,  from  Rev.  Arehlb^ 
Laidlie,  signed  Oct.  26,  1765.  This,  besides  an  elaborate  salutation  at  the  beginn&i 
and  at  the  close  of  the  letter,  contains  the  statement  that  his  Rev.  had  received  €>' 
letter  of  Feb.  4;  and  that  it  was  possible  that  his  silence  had  given  unjust  occasS^ 
to  others  to  misinterpret  his  conduct.  His  Rev.  explains,  however,  that,  when  ^ 
was  ordained  at  Amsterdam,  he  had,  as  the  Classis  required,  promised  to  maint^ 
the  correspondence,  as  appears  from  the  Acts  of  the  Classis,  Dec.  5,  1763;  but 
could  not  recollect  that  they  had  talked  with  him  about  the  dissensions  ta  C^ 
Dutch  churches  of  America,  save  in  a  general  way ;  and  that  the  Classis  had  ff^ 
instructed  him  as  to  what  party  he  should  belong  to;  and,  therefore,  he  thou^ 
himself  free. 

His  Rev.  did  on  his  arrival,  find  dissensions  existing;  but.  in  order  not  to  magn:^ 
them,  as  they  kept  increasing,  he  stated  to  the  different  parties,  in  accordance  w^ 
the  plain  rules  of  prudence,  and  the  sentiments  of  many  of  his  friends,  that  - 
was  thoroughly  convinced,  and  he  Judged  it  to  be  his  duty,  not  to  join  any  of  t^ 
contending  parties;  but  he  would  maintain  a  necessary  correspondence  with  t^ 
Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  as  had  been  done  before  the  organization  of  any  of  th^ 
Assemblies.  His  reasons  were :  He  was  a  stranger,  and  therefore  unacqoaint^ 
with  these  affairs. 

He   had   been   duly   informed   that  for  him   to   choose  either  party,   would  on. 
strengthen  the  divisions  in  his  own  church ;  while  to  remain  neutral  might  hric^ 
about  unity. 

He  had  been  confirmed  in  his  views  as  to  the  action  of  the  Elders  and  Deacon i 
in  the  Consistory,  Oct.  7,  1765.  This  appears  from  their  letter  to  us;  when  ther 
was  also  read  to  him  a  letter  which  had  boon  written  to  us  some  years  ago,  an< 
was  in  exact  accord  with  his  views.  This  action,  also  agreed  perfectly  with  th' 
sentiments  of  the  Consistory  at  the  time  when  the  Coetus  was  broken  up. 

His  Rev.  asks  to  be  excused,  for  writing  in  English,  etc. 
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Rev.  De  Ronde  to  the  Claasis  of  Amsterdam,  Oct  29,  1766.— 
VoL  33,  page  99;  No.  367.  This  one,  and  Nos.  368,  369,  and 
371  are  also  answered  under  160. 

(Extracts.) 

A  letter  from  Rev.  De  Ronde  dated  Oct.  29^  1765  at  New  York.  In  this  his 
B«T.  declares  that  onr  letters  have  had  no  effect,  inasmuch  as  the  separated  mem- 
bsn  [the  Coetns]  are  being  strengthened  by  Rev.  Laidlie;  that  the  New  York 
Oonslstorr  is  willing,  indeed,  to  correspond  with  the  Classis,  but  not  to  be  sub- 
ordinated to  it ;  thus  permitting  it  to  do  anything  that  it  sees  fit ;  to  bear  the  name 
^  the  Church  of  the  Fatherland,  while  being  in  fact  independent. 

That  the  large  *'  New  Dutch  Church  "  is,  inside  and  out,  most  sumptuously  fitted 
ti9k  while  the  old  building  is  left  to  decay,  Just  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  upper- 
iMad.  That  his  (de  Ronde's)  preaching  in  English  is  treated  with  ridicule,  not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  special  meetings  even  of  the  inexperienced,  are  allowed ; 
ftBd  inoonsistency  is  shown,  in  that  his  Rev*s.  preaching  the  Qospel  in  English, 
At  the  Poor-house,  by  request  of  its  managers'  is  not  objected  to. 

That,  inasmuch  as  his  Majesty,  George  II,  has  given  more  than  one  Charter  to 
the  Church  there  [rather,  amendments  to  the  Charter],  for  the  further  ratification 
of  the  liberties  of  the  church,  agreeably  to  the  Church  Order  of  Dordrecht,  1618 
And  1619,  a  proper  enforcement  [applicatie]  therefore  should  be  made,  by  exhibiting 
te  the  Ambassador  of  England,  [in  Holland]  the  infringement  on  their  [the  Dutch 
Cluueh't]  Constitutional  liberties.  His  Majesty  would,  no  doubt  then  order  that 
the  Constitution  be  observed,  particularly  in  that  point  of  subordination  to  the 
Clusii  and  the  Synod.  Otherwise,  one  will  be  likely  to  see  the  Church  become 
'independent,  and  the  pure  doctrine  will  degenerate;  while  nevertheless,  the  Dutch 
Ghnrehes  are  the  faithful  subjects  of  the  British  Crown,  and  the  independents  are 
^■•wii  to  be  disposed  to  rebellion,  etc. 

Acts  of  Deputies.     About  May,  1766. 

^.  Wannoldus  Kuypers  of  Curacoa,  to  the  Classis  of  Amster- 
dam, Feb.  1,  1766.     Vol.  33,  page  98.     No.  373. 

(Extracts.) 

^'•tter  from  Curacoa,  Feb.  1,  1766,  signed  by  Rev.  Warmoldus  Kuypers: 

^^  reports  that  Rev.  Wildrik  preached  his  farewell  from  2  Thess.  8:  4-6,  on 
^  22,  1765,  to  go  to  St  EustaUus. 

He  a^ys  fi^i  1,0  ]j||g  taken  charge  of  the  entire  service  since  that  time,  and  that 
r*J^^  written  to  the  Messrs.  Directors  for  the  full  salary,  the  same  as  his  colleague 
"^iu  former  years,  and  requests  our  recommendations  to  that  end. 
^  desires.  Indeed,  to  keep  up  the  correspondence  (with  the  Classis),  but  com- 
'*"^  that  although  he  has  written  many  times,  yet  without  ever  receiving  an 
^'^'^^r;  he  therefore  concludes  that  his  letters  did  not  reach  their  destination. 

He  complains  about  the  frultlessness  of  his  ministry,  and  the  wild  nature  of 
*■•  people  there.  He  will  not  neglect  to  do  his  duty,  however,  but  will  continue, 
V  ieason  and  out  of  season.  He  asks  to  that  end,  our  prayers,  and  hopes  for 
itKngth  for  the  performance  of  his  work  as  well  as  a  blessing  upon  it;  and  closes 
with  hearty  congratulations. 

Church  of  New  York. 
Payment  for  musical  type.     Repairs  of  Old  Church. 

New  York,  February  2,  1766. 

0>nsistor7  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

1.  Two  letters  were  produced  from  Mr.  Daniel  Crommelin,  merchant  at  Amsterdam, 
ef  the  same  contents,  containing  the  account  and  payment  for  the  music  notes,  in 
the  sum  of  595  guilders,  etc. 
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2.  Resolved,  That  the  Old  Charch  be  repaired  and  the  old  seats  be  remoTed  ^ 
the  floor,  that  an  entire  solid  floor  be  laid  and  furnished  with  seats,  and  - 
henceforth  no  more  dead  shall  be  burled  there.  Further  the  Tower  shall  be  repi^ 
In  the  best  manner,  and  in  place  of  the  old  glass,  checques  shall  be  pat 

L.  de  Ronde,  p.  t.  Presides 


C.     Charges  of  the  Church  of  Kingston  Delivered  to  t: 

Consistory,  Feb.  3,  1766. 

To  the  Convention  etc 

We  the  undersigned  members  of  the  Church  of  Kingston  as  above  named,  beD 
anxious  to  be  subordinate  in  a  becoming  manner  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdai 
in  accordance  with  the  Constitution  of  the  Netherlands  Reformed  Chnrch— 4Ji 
being  desirous  to  continue  under  the  wholesome  laws  and  constitution  of  that  Cbare 
as  our  fathers  from  the  flrst  have  done  and  as  we  also  until  the  coming  of  on 
present  minister  Hermanns  Meyer  tho't  to  have  done  without  opposition,  on  aeeosB 
of  this  desire  principally  to  our  sincere  regret  have  been  brought  by  this  meani  iat 
a  state  of  sad  decline.  So  far  indeed  have  things  gone  that  in  sincerity  we  aK 
compelled  to  testify  our  convictions  that  in  the  following  particulars  he  htf  • 
misconducted  as  to  make  himself  unworthy  of  the  respect  of  his  congregation  an* 
a  source  of  injury  to  the  Church  of  God. 

Namely — in  the  contempt  and  disregard  of  the  brotherly  and  Ecclesiastical  tdrtc 
of  his  Consistory  in  particular  cases  as  well  as  in  freneral — and  besides  in  bretklB 
his  promise  to  act  in  concert  with  his  Consistory  in  matters  of  Importance  whle 
concerned  the  peace  and  well  being  of  our  Church — and  further  in  contemptoonsl 
disregarding  the  request  of  his  Consistory  that  he  together  with  the  Church  woal 
acknowledge  a  proper  subordipation  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  notwiti 
standing  that  many  efforts  were  made  and  many  arguments  urged  to  effect  hi 
compliance ;  indeed  the  very  request  and  prayer  of  the  Classis  together  with  tk 
resolution  of  the  Rev.  Synod  of  North  Holland  In  accordance  with  the  same  w^ 
presented  to  him,  in  connexion  with  his  obligation  to  conform  to  them : — ^yet  he  ha 
obstinately  despised  them  all. 

The  concurrence  of  these  things  has  occasioned  among  us  dlssention  hatred  c&^ 
and  Indeed  a  very  schism  In  the  Church  by  means  of  which  the  preaching  of  <>^ 
precious  religion  has  almost  grown  into  contempt,  and  It  seems  almost  hopelo 
to  attempt  to  restore  it  since  all  the  means  hitherto  employed  for  its  restorat^^ 
appear  to  have  been  without  effect.  In  evidence  of  this; — it  is  now  more  thai^ 
year  since  this  Consistory  found  it  to  be  their  official  duty  (since  they  could 
nothing  else)  to  have  the  difference  between  their  Domine  and  themselves  subje^^ 
to  Ecclesiastical  action.  Accordingly  they  made  a  complaint  to  Dos.  J.  C.  F(T 
moot  and  G.  D.  Cock  as  the  nearest  ministers  on  account  of  which  they  cam^ 
our  Church  to  make  an  enquiry  Into  the  same ;  but  after  endeavoring  to  re*^ 
peace  and  prosperity  they  found  the  undertaking  so  hopeless  that  they  conlil 
nothing  else  than  listen  to  the  charges  of  the  Church  against  Do.  Meyer  accord 
to  ecclesiastical  usage  and  at  the  conclusion  (testifying  that  they  consclentlo^ 
regarded  It  as  their  duty)  pronounce  him  worthy  of  censure,  though  for  wel^ 
and  wise  reasons  the  execution  of  the  sentence  was  postponed ;  and  now  it  has  t' 
delayed  so  long  In  consequence  of  the  sad  division  of  the  Ministers  of  this  CoaC^ 
and  the  light  in  which  oath  of  allegiance  is  regarded,  that  we  can  expect  notli 
from  it ;  at  least  we  ^now  of  no  redress  from  that  quarter. 

In  addition  to  these  things  we  consider  what  has  recently  happened  in  conned 
with  a  letter  of  Dos.  Ritzema  and  Dc  Ronde  sent  to  him  on  the  9th  of  Oct.  ^ 
by  order  of  the  Convention  of  Ministers  and  Elders  under  the  Rev.  Classic 
Amsterdam ; — in  which  the  particulars  of  his  misbehavior  toward  his  Church  "^ 
clearly  pointed  out  to  him,  and  he  was  affectionately  urged  to  return  to  his  ^ 
in  seeking  concert  of  feeling  with  his  Church ;  while  he  was  warned  against 
sad  consequences  which  would  follow  if  he  should  obstinately  persevere  In 
present  course — we  consider  how  doslijnedly  contemptuous  was  his  answer  to  '' 
letter,  not  only  to  Do.  Ritzema  but  to  the  whole  Convention  assembled  at  J 
York  and  even  to  his  own  Consistory,  and  how  he  was  not  ashamed  to  use  vio^ 
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dons  against  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  expressions  which  we  are  not 
I  to  quote  in  this  place. 

consider  still  farther  the  words  of  his  Call  running  thus: — ^That  he  more- 
¥lll  do  all  that  an  earnest  faithful  servant  of  Jesus  Christ  is  hound  to  do, 
K)rdance  with  God's  Word  and  the  laws  of  the  Churches  as  ordained  by  the 
of  Dort  and  commonly  approved  by  us.  We  will  not  say  how  far  such 
as  have  been  narrated  above  accord  with  the  demand  that  "  he  shall  do  all 
.n  earnest  faithful  servant  of  Jesus  Christ  is  bound  to  do/'  or  how  far  in  our 
n  they  fall  short.     Of  this  we  will  leave  others  to  Judge. 

Ing  thus  made  known  to  you  in  part  our  present  sad  situation,  and  looking 
1  as  under  Qod  the  most  direct  instrumentality  through  which  by  means  of 
tlastlcal  action  we  can  expect  help  and  deliverance,  we  address  to  you  our 
>n,  with  our  earnest  hope  and  prayer,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  take  the 
ary  steps  in  accordance  with  God's  Word  and  the  laws  of  the  Church.  By 
means  we  trust  the  ruins  of  our  Jerusalem  shall  be  rebuilt  to  the  honor  of 
great  and  holy  name  and  the  defence  and  extension  of  his  Kingdom, 
•rder  to  which  we  implore  for  you  the  Lord's  necessary  support  and  assistance — 
Is  our  prayer 


^ynkoop 

oes  Du  Boys,  Jun. 
Elmendorpb 
■  Plaeg 

Snyder 
.  Slecht 

IS  De  La  Metter 
nes  Turk 
nes  Wynkoop 
am  Lou  Jan 
Ifflus  Hoogteyling 
m  Elsworth 
Frans  Hendr.  Merk 
am  Van  Gaasbeek 
nes  Beekman 
rnkoop,  Jun. 
Snyder,  Jun. 
n  Eltlnge 
tam  De  La  Metter 
toffel  Kierstede,  Jun. 
<nl  Freer 

ines  Maston,  Jun. 
Haasbroek 
toes  Persen 

ion  S.  F.  Freer — his  mark 
rd  Bchoonmaker 
t  Elmendorpb 
^m  Van  Steenbeergen 
(lis  Van  Keuren 
imin  Hasten 
Bin  de  la  Metter 
8  Van  Steenbergen 
nes  van  Kenren 
I  Cantine 
ins  van  Gaasbeek 
n  Van  Gaasbeek 
US  Van  Gaasbeek 
i  ten  Broek 
aad  ten  Broek 
a  Beflnger 
nes  Wynkoop,  Jun. 
iam  Hasten 
Us  Beekman 
Dnboys 


Wllhelmus  Swart 

Peter  Swart 

Evert  Bogardus 

David  De  La  Hetter 

Abraham  De  La  Metter 

Abraham  Abr.  De  La  Metter  « 

Is.  Rosa 

Matthews  ten  Byek 

John  Wynkoop 

Authom  Krespel 

Coenelis  Crespel 

Helman  Rosa 

Petrus  Crespel 

Henri k  Constapel 

Petrus  Rosa 

Petrus  Wynkoop 

Egbert  Rosa 

Coenraad  Elmendorpb 

Jacob  Elmendorpb,  Jun. 

Tobias  Swart 

Johannes 

Chrlstlaan  Tapper 

Abraham  Frere 

Benjamin  Rosa 

Ephraim  liOW 

Matthew  Persen 

I.  Elmendorpb 

Anthoni   Hofman 

Phillppus  Vrele 

Jonathan  Elmendorpb 

Coenraad  Elmendorpb 

Abraham  De  La  Metter,  Jun. 

Adam  Peifer 

Teunis  Hoogteyling 

Jacobus  Low 

Johannes  Salton 

Laurens  Hendriks 

Evert  Wynkoop  Swart 

Johannes  Hasten 

Andrles  de  Wit,  Jun. 

Cornelius  Wynkoop 

Johannes  ten  Broek 

Johannes  du  Boys 

Phillip  Du  Mond 
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Isaac  Van  Wagenen 
Jacob  yan  Wagenen 
Oerrit  Frere 
Gerrit  Van  Wagenen 
Johannes  Van  Wagenen 
Isak  Van  Wagenen,  Jun. 

Kierstede 
Johannes  Jansen 
Johannes  G.  Jansen 
Cornells  Jansen,  Jon. 
Adam  Swart 
Samuel  Swart 
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Jacobus  dn  Mond 
Hlnbert  Oostrander 
Jacobus  Oostrander 
Jacobns  Hardenberg 
Petnis  Crlspel,  Jon. 
Conraad  Nleuwkerk 
Pleter  du  Mond 
John  Dumond,  Jun. 
Johannes  Oostrander 
Andrles  Van  VUed 
Jacobus  Swart 


The  following  Papers  were  delivered  to  us. 

I.  The  undersigned  have  made  enquiry  In  reference  to  the  number  of  the  m 
bers  of  our  Church,  but  hitherto  have  not  succeeded  In  ascertaining  the  same  v 
precision.  Yet  we  can  with  truth  give  It  as  our  opinion  that  the  number  ral 
exceeds  than  falls  short  of  420. 

Witness  our  hands, 

Cornells  Persen.  Bldi 
Jacobus  Bltlnge 
Johannes  Wynkoop 


II.  We  the  undersigned  have  made  careful  enquiry  In  reference  to  the  due 
of  members  who  upon  the  several  occasions  of  the  celebration  of  the  Holy  Suf 
have  presented  themselves  at  the  table  since  June  1764,  the  time  of  the  first  • 
tuiiMinoe  occasioned  by  Do.  Meyer  taking  the  Oath  of  Allegiance.  At  that  t 
but  ten  communed.  Since  that  time  the  Supper  has  been  celebrated  on  six  o< 
slons.  And  speaking  from  our  own  knowledge  and  after  the  ^iqulry  of  aev 
members  of  the  Church,  we  cannot  say  that  upon  any  of  these  more  than  twc 
four  or  twenty  five  at  the  most  were  present  at  the  table. 

In  testimony  of  the  above  we  subscribe  ourselves  with  our  own  hands, 

Johannes    Wynkoc 
Cornelia  Persen 
Johannes  Turk. 

We  further  testify  at  the  same  time,  that  during  the  period  for  which  Do.  M( 
has  been  our  Minister,  but  two  members  have  been  received — A  number  far 
than  our  previous  proportion. 

III.  The  circamstances  that  occurred  in  reference  to  Do.  Meyer  and  his  Con 
tory  on  the  forenoon  of  Sunday  the  16th  of  February  were  as  follows: 

Do  Meyer  came  in  the  Church  during  singing  as  was  his  custom  and  when  i 
the  Chancel  when  the  Elders,  Eltlnge  and  Persen  stepped  from  their  bench 
stood  before  the  steps  of  the  Pulpit;  Do.  Mcye^  met  them  there.  Some  sentei 
were  passed  between  them  which  I  did  not  understand;  but  I  saw  Do.  Meyer  pi 
to  the  Elder's  Bench.  Then  I  heard  Do.  Meyer  say  that  he  regarded  the  wl 
Convention  as  unlawful  and  their  sentence  as  unrighteous.  Whereupon  I  he 
Elder  Sleght  say  "Domlne,  this  is  not  the  place  to  discuss  this  matter",  but  1 
his  place  was  there— pointing  to  the  Elder's  bench.  Thereupon  Do.  Meyer  sal 
I  demand  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  my  God  the  place  to  which  God  has  appoii 
me.  To  this  the  Elders  made  some  reply  which  I  do  not  think  I  understood. 
Meyer  then  called  out— I  take  you  all  who  are  here  assembled  to  witness  thi 
have  demanded  admittance  to  the  place  which  God  has  entitled  me,  and  that  tl 
have  refused  it. 

To  this  the  Subscribers  testify, 

Abraham  van  Gaesbeck 
Abraham  Jo.   De  La   Mettc 
Jacobus  van  Gaesbeck. 
In  fldem  Copia  Act 

Isaicus  Ilysdyk,  V.   D.  M.  in  vlco  Pouf^hkeepsic,  cum  annexls  Eccleeua, 
Conventus  Kingstonneusis  p.  t.  Scriba. 
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On  Kew  Tear's  day  1766,  Do.  Hermanus  Meyer  said  from  the  pnlplt  that  he 
sbOYii^  not  express  for  us  the  usual  wish  of  the  day— that  he  almost  feared  to 
li^Plore  for  us  the  blessing  of  God  since  he  expected  that  in  place  of  a  blessing  the 
lA^rtX  in'ould  send  a  curse  upon  us.  How  then  should  he  be  able  to  wish  for  a 
blessing  for  us  who  were  such  a  wicked  and  stiff-necked  people.  That  this  was  the 
sexioe  and  import  of  his  words  our  signatures  testify. 

Jacobus   Eltlnge 
Adraan  Wynkoop 
Willem  Eltlnge. 

On  New  Year's  day  1766  he  said :  Have  I  not  always  sought  to  promote  eyery 
tftiixifir  that  oould  tend  to  the  peace  'and  well-being  of  the  Church?  Have  I  not 
^K&ooaraged  all  means  that  could  lead  to  such  a  result  and  have  I  not  sought  by 
B^Aziy  arguments  to  convince  you  of  this  my  disposition  and  conduct? 

fiave  I  not  always  been  willing  to  maintain  the  Church  upon  the  same  footing 
ot&  which  I  found  it  without  noticing  the  differences  of  the  two  parties;  and  have 
I  Hot  read  to  you  upon  this  subject  a  letter  from  Professor  Gerdes,  which  advised 
>ne  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  old  Church  disputes  but  to  act  in  union  with  my 
Consistory— but  this  also  was  received  too  late. 

Have  I  not  written  and  presented  to  you  some  articles  designed  to  restore  peace, 
<^>^cle8  which  in  my  opinion  are  in  no  way  inconsistent  with  God's  Word  and  the 
BOod  order  of  the  Churches?  But  you  would  not  Join  me,  as  you  should  in  matters 
in    which  my  objections  are  dictated  by  my  conscience. 

Have  I  not  even  agreed  to  refer  our  differences  to  some  ecclesiastical  Convention 
^  Holland,  but  this  was  not  yet  enough.  I  must  act  just  as  the  Church  chooses 
to  dictate.  But  was  ever  such  a  thing  heard  of  as  a  shepherd's  being  compelled  to 
™teii  to  the  voice  of  the  sheep?  No.  but  on  the  contrary  It  belongs  to  the  sheep 
to  listen  to  the  voice  of  the  shepherd  and  to  follow  it.  He  also  complained  that 
^«  Was  a  sojourner  in  Mesech  and  that  he  dwelt  in  the  tents  of  Kedar.  This  is 
•bout  the  sense  and  import  of  his  words  as  is  testified  by  my  signature. 

Willem  Eltlnge. 

I'lSTTBR     OP     THE     CoNSISTOBY     OF     KINGSTON     TO     THE     ThBESB 

Ohurohes  OF  Rhinebeck  and  Camp;  of  Livingston  Manor; 

Ojr  PoUGHKBBPSIB. 
^o  the  Rev.  G.  D.  Cock.  Minister— and  the  Consistory  of  Rheinbeck  and  Camp. 

Kingston  Feb.  8rd,  1766. 
^^^i^hy  Sirs  and  Respected  Brethren:— 

Bluee  a  great  number  of  our  Reformed  Church  at  Kingston  have  delivered  to  us 

^^^xiting  containing  certain  weighty  charges  and  accusations  against  our  present 

^^'^tster  Hermanns  Meyer,  and  accompanied  it  with  the  Earnest  request  that  we 

^^Hld  adopt  some  action  concerning  him  in  accordance  with  God's  Word  and  the 

jT^'^^a  of  our  Church— and  since  those  laws  require  that  In  cases  of  this  kind  the 

r^ll>  of  neightmrlng  churches  shall  be  called  In— and  since  we  are  deeply  conscious 

^    'W'hat  a  sad   situation   our  Church  at   present  is— we  therefore  find   ourselves 

'*Red  as  the  overseers  of  the  Church,  to  make  use  of  the  means  necessary  for  its 

^•toratlon.- Accordingly  It  is  our  request  and   earnest  prayer  that  yourself,   the 

^'^ister.  with  the  representatives  of  your  Consistories  will  be  pleased  to  appear  at 

^JJ'^    Consistory  Room  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  that  is  on  Tuesday  the  11th  of 

.    *•    Month  at  10  o'clock  A.  M.     And  oh!  that  It  may  please  the  Lord  to  suffer  us 

^^     "^hls  means  to  see  an   end  of  the   sorrowful  disturbance  of  our  congregation. 

^*^  is  the  hearty  wish  and  prayer  of  him  who  has  the  honor  to  subscribe  himself. 

Your  obedient  servant  and  friend, 

By  order  of  the  Consistory  of  Kingston. 

Johannes  Sl<^ght. 


1766 


T  •  ^^  o«  contents  of  the  two  remaining  letters,  addressed  to  the  churches  of  Manor 
^"l^ngston  and  Poughkeepsle  were  the  same. 
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COKRESPONDEXCB  FrOM  AmERICA. 

Rev.  John  Ritzema  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Feb.  5,  17 

Vol.  33,  page  97.     No.  372. 

Rey.  Gentlemen  and  Brethren; 
Gentlemen:— 

Upon  receipt  of  the  letter  from  your  Key.  Body,  the  Classis,  at  the  hands  of    ^^ffr. 
Rysdyck,  I  Immediately  summoned  Ibe  Consistory  of  North  Branch,  (ReadlngfconX 
for  which  church  one  of  the  candidates  had  been  Intended,  and  presented  to  Hx^ib 
the  contents  of  the  letter  from  Your  Rey.  Body;  that  you  had  not  Booceeded    !■ 
persuading  any  candidate  to  come  oyer  here;  but  that  Hr.  John  Anthony  AemiUnVi 
a  regular  Reformed  minister  at  Poederogen,  (might  come).     I  asked  them  whedie' 
they  would  be  willing  to  receiye  that  gentleman  upon  his  arriyal  here,  as  tbmit 
minister.     They  showed  the  greatest  readiness  to  accept  him,  and  cooimissIoneA  mc 
to  write  out  a  call.     This  they  signed  In  the  name  of  their  congregation,  and    1«A 
it  in  my  hands,  that  I  might  present  it  to  the  Rey.  Gentleman,  Immediately  opoB 
his  arriyal  In  this  country. 

But  from  the  letter  of  your  Rey.  Body,  which  arrlyed  after  that  time,  nameiyi 
on  the  8rd  of  February,  (It  haying  been  sent  with  Rey.  Boelen,  and  was  flft««^ 
weeks  on  the  way,  and  therefore,  did  not  arriye  here  until  the  12th  of  Septeml>er») 
I   understood,   that  my   expectations   of   the  coming  of  Rev.   Aemlllus  had  be^^ 
destroyed;  and  it  seemed  that  there  was  no  authority  now  for  making  out  anoth^j^ 
call  to  be  sent  to  Amsterdam,  as  I  could  not  make  any  changes  in  the  call,  am^^ 
there  was  no  opportunity   of  again   Intenriewing  those   people.     I   am   therefbf^^ 
obliged  to  communicate  with  you  alone,  and  to  say  that,  since  that  gentleman  doc^^^ 
not  come,  the  stipulations  of  that  call,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  him,  of  coune,  hS^^^ 
away;  neyertheless,  those  same  persons,  acting  as  an  authorized  committee,  woold^'^ 
no  doubt,  be  willing  to  accept  of  any  person  whom  the  Classis  might  send;  bat  that 
I  haye  no  right  to  forward  the  call  which  has  been  placed  in  my  hands. 

In  this  connection,  I  would  also  mention  the  following:  The  place,  called  North 
Branch,  (now  Readlngtou)  is  not  situated  on  our  North  Riyer,  but  on  the  Rarltan, 
in  New  Jersey,  in  the  heart  of  a  rural  district,  whore  there  is  but  one  church  at 
present.  The  stipulations  are,  that  the  minister  must  be  a  member,  of  our  (Con* 
ferentie)  Assembly,  under  the  Rey.  Classis  of  Amsterdam;  must  preach  twice  upon 
eyery  Lord's  day,  during  the  summer  seuson.  and  once,  during  the  winter  season; 
must  give  catechetical  instruction  upon  the  fundamental  doctrines  of  the  Reformed 
Religion,  once  a  week;  In  short,  he  must  perform  all  those  duties  which  are 
expected  of  a  faithful  minister  of  the  (iospel,  In  the  Dutch  Church.  His  salary  Is 
to  be  £95.,  New  Jersey  money,  estimating  an  ounce  of  silver,  at  eight  shillings;  he 
shall  have  a  house,  a  garden,  a  pasture  lot  for  three  or  four  head  of  cattle,  and 
wood  for  fuel,  as  much  ^s  he  may  need,  to  be  delivered  at  his  house,  free  of  charge. 
They  engage  to  pay  also  the  expenses  of  calling  him.  and  his  trayellng  expenses 
hither.  This  salary  exceeds  by  £15.,  that  upon  which  Rev.  (Cornelius)  Blaauw 
was  induced  to  come  over. 

This  is  also  a  new  congregation,  [a  temporary  split!]  which  has  neyer,  independ- 
ently, had  a  minister.  It  is  a  district  where  provisions  are  abundant;  at  the  same 
time  it  is  far  from  the  market,  whither  poultry,  such  as  chickens,  ducks,  geese  and 
turkeys  could  be  shipped.  It  is  my  opinion,  therefore,  that  such  a  place  is  much 
better  even,  than  one  of  £150..  which  is  situated  near  to  the  city,  to  which  the 
farmers  carry  everything  to  market.  If  these  considerations  be  not  powerful 
enough  to  persuade  that  gentleman,  or  any  other  available  party.  I  must  giro  the 
matter  up  for  the  present;  but  I  know,  that  the  congregation  sighs  for  the  pure 
preaching  of  the  Gospel.  As  regards  the  payment  of  the  expenses  Involyed,  Mr. 
Daniel  Crommelln.  of  Amsterdam,  will  gladly  advance  the  amount  upon  my  account, 
as  that  gentleman  promised  me  last  year.  In  a  letter,  in  answer  to  my  request  to 
that  efltect.  Therefore  these  expenses  need  not  be  advanced,  either  by  the  minister 
himself,  or  by  the  Rev.  Classis. 
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ne  fact  still,  I  have  forgotten  to  mention  In  reference  to  the  profitableness  af 

oall,  from  North  Branch,  (Readlngton);  viz.,  that  the  parties  calling,  engage  to 

the  minister  who  may  come,  a  half  year's  salary.  In  advance,  after  he  has 

PTieftched  his  first  sermon  among  them;  and  from  that  time,  his  regular  salary  will 

n  to  count.     They  farther  engage,  that,  if  their  congregation  continues  to  grow, 

^tiat  they  may  be  better  able,  they  will  gladly  raise  the  salary.     Your  Rev.  Body, 

'vrlll.    however,  be  pleased  to  allow  me  this  one  additional  remark:     Rev.  AemiUus 

lias  already  been  minister  at  Poederogen  for  fifteen  years.     Does  not  that  make  him 

vmtlier  old?  and  does  It  not  greatly  lessen  the  expectation  of  having  the  benefit 

(over  here)  of  his  service  for  very  long? 

A.8  regards  the  sending  of  any  more  ministers  Just  now,  upon  my  request,  it 
luiil  better  be  stopped  for  the  present,  except  on  a  renewed  special  request  from 
>ne.  My  object,  heretofore,  was  to  supply  the  places  with  ministers  from  Holland, 
which  I  knew  stood  in  need  of  them;  and  who,  by  their  coming,  would  put  a  stop 
to  tlie  making  of  ministers  by  the  Coctus.  For  I  felt  assured  that  those  from 
Bolland  would  be  preferred,  and  that  they  would  tend  to  discourage  the  others. 
Ho-vrever,  there  are  four  vacancies  yet,  three  for  Dutch  preachers,  and  one  where 
ft  preacher  is  required  who  can  preach  both  In  Dutch  and  German.  The  congrega- 
tloxi  at  the  so-called  Saugertles,  has  bad  a  call  out  for  nearly  two  years,  upon  a  can> 
dldxate  in  Dnlsburg,  but  have  heard  nothing  of  It  yet. 

^o  satisfy  my  own  curiosity,  and  to  enable  me  to  put  our  Church  Records  into 

^t^cr  sliape,  I  would  most  kindly  ask  of  the  Rev.  Gentlemen,  the  Deputatl,  to  do 

Bi9     the  favor  of  letting  me  know,  from  the  Classical  Records,  who  was  the  first 

I^'fcch  Reformed  minister  hero,  at  what  time  he  was  sent,  and  the  others,  up  to  the 

'iQa^  of  the  arrival  of  Rev.  (Gualterus)  Du  Bols. 

**  The  Church  Alphabet"  of  Melcholr  Veerls,  and  our  own   Church-Book,  when 

coxxm  pared,  lead  me  Into  confusion.     On  page  08  of  the  first,  I  find  that  Johannes 

^^.Stpolensls  emigrated  to  New  Netherlands  In  1042  and  died  there  1650  some- 

^Azmg,  [?]  that  his  son  Samuel,  came  In  1662,  and  re-patriated  in  1670;  that  Hen- 

M  Belyns.  page  137,  came  In  the  year  1660,  and  moved  back  to  New  York  In 

Our  oldest  Church  Records  date  back  to  the  year  1639.     In  them  I  find,  that 

the  9th  of  September,  1640,  Rev.  Everard  Bogardus,  either  himself  baptized, 

OP      presented  for  baptism,  a  child,  whose  name  was  Cornelius:  that  In  16C8.  the 

^^^^bters  in  New  York,  were  Johannes  Megapolensls  and  Samuel  Drlslus;  In  1670, 

lael  Drlsius  alone;  In  1671,  Drlslus  and  WUhelmus  Nieuwenhuyzen  together;  In 

Nienwenhuyzen  alone.     He  died,  February  17,   1681;  and  In  1681  Henricus 

was  called  again.     If  your  Revs,  can  help  me  out  of  this  entangled  yam,  I 

»lf,   and   several   curious  individuals  in   our  congregation,   will  be  under  the 

f^«tett  obligations  to  you. 

^o  this  I  must  add  a  petition  to  the  Rev.  Classls.     It  was  made  to  me,  by  Rev. 

^1^*^.   (Kern),  and  his  (German)  congregation.     It  is  for  a  little  aid  in  this  their 

^f^*  of  distress;  and  I  cannot  refuse  most  humbly  to  press  this  case  of  need  with 

—•  following  short  explanation  of  their  situation.     These  Germans,  (in  New  York), 

***>i^  of  the  Reformed  Faith,  but  having  no  Divine  Worship  In  their  own  language, 

^^^^  formerly  united  with  us.     But  a  few  years  ago,  when  Rev.  Abraham  Rosen- 

J^^^^t*  was  driven  away  from  his  place  by  the  enemy,  they  stirred  themselves  up 

T^  Separate  themselves  from  us,  and  call  that  gentleman  as  their  minister  to  preach 

™  their  own  language.     This  was  done,  and  they  bought  a  certain  building  which 

T^?^  tiashioned  into  a  church.     But  they  thus  Involved  themselves  In  considerable 

*J*»>t.     This,  however,  by  the  assistance  of  kind  friends,  having  been  nearly  can- 

■^fl.  they  found  themselves  threatened  by  a  new  calamity.     Their  Church-bulld- 

••  On  account  of  the  weakness  of  the  walls,  threatened  to  fall  down  entirely,  and 

^-^^  "Were  obliged  to  tear  It  down  to  the  ground,  and  build  an  entirely  new  Church- 

^  '^Ce.     They  then  built  a  handsome  structure;  but  being  obliged  also  to  support 

^^    "^    minister,  this  people,  weak  in  numbors.  Is  quite  unnble  to  pay  the  debt  then 

^^   ^*^cted.     Now  every  congregation  at  present  has  enough  to  do  to  support  Itself. 

'^«st  this  is  the  case  with  our  Dutch  Church,  which  is  obliged  also  this  year. 

In  part  or  wholly,  to  rebuild  their  old  Church,  and  therefore  nothing  can  be 

„,^^         ted  from  us.     Neither  can  anything  be  expected  from  the  otherwise  well-to- 

n^,^^**gllsh  Church,  (Trinity  Church)  as  they  are  now  engaged  upon  a  third  large 

f^^         Church-building.     These  Germans  therefore  find  themselves  obliged  to  knock 

^td  at  the  door  of  the  Rev.  Classls,  which  has  already  extended  so  much  aid 


1766 


•'tii^. 
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to   the    German    churches   in    Pennsylyanla.     They   tmst   yonr   help   will  not 


refused  them.     I  sincerely  wish  that  this  help  could  be  glyen,  as  Rev.  Cem  (h        ^rn) 
Is  really  a  zealous  and  faithful  minister  of  the  Gospel  and  greatly  promotes         the 
edification  of  those  people  In  every  way. 
I  sign  myself,  with  the  profoundest  respect, 

Rey.  Gentlemen,  and  Brethren, 

Your  Servant  and  Brother. 

John  Ritseofe^L' 
New  York,  February  5,  1766. 

N.  B.     The  Acta  Synodl  Noordhollandiae,  of  the  year  1765,  have  not  yet  arrl-wed* 
although  we  could  easily  have  received  them,  with  Rev.  Boelen. 

German  Reformed  Church,  New  York. 

New  York,  6th  February,  17d^- 

Pregent  all  the  members  of  the  Consistory. 

Dm.  Kern  informed  the  meeting  that  in  consideration  of  the  great  debt  of  tbc 
church.  It  was  advisable  to  make  a  written  application  to  the  honorable  C1«0*^ 
of  Amsterdam  for  help.  For  which  purpose,  and  for  the  better  success  of  the  8»xA^* 
he  had  not  only  requested  a  recommendation  from  Dm.  Ritsema,  but  also  pre^^^'*^ 
all  the  necessary  information  for  Dm.  Kessler.  There  were  read  and  approved. 
Resolved,  That  the  further  carrying  out  of  this  business  be  left  to  Dm.  Kem- 
Note.  The  writings  were  s«it  the  following  day  by  Capt.  Bentyen. 

The  German  Reformed  Church  of  the  City  of  New  Yo:^^ 

TO  THE  ClaSSIS  OF  AMSTERDAM,  FeB.  5,  1766. 

(Abstract.) 

Previous  to  1768,  many  Germans  had  settled  in  New  York,  a  large  numbed"     * 
whom  had  been  connected,  in  Europe,  with  the  German  Reformed  Church.     ^^^^ 
of  them  as  understood  the  Netherland  language  attached  themselves  to  the  DC^^ 


Reformed  Church  of  New  York.     Those  who  understood  only  German,  were  obl^i 

to   attend   the  Lutheran   church,   or   be  deprived   of  Gospel   preaching 

This  deplorable  condition  induced  them  to  attempt  to  organise  a  Reformed  chi^*^     7 

of  their  own,  in  which  services  should  be  conducted  In  the  German  language.  . 

meeting  was,  accordingly  called,  and  a  subscription  started  for  the  support 

minister,  and  arrangements  were  made  to  procure  a  suitable  place  for  public 

ship.     A  building  on  Nassau  St.,  formerly  used  for  a  theatre,  was  purchased 

$1260.  and  fitted  up  for  public  worship.     When  completed  there  was  a  debt  of  |2w^      ^ 

As  soon  as  they  got  their  church  ready  for  use,  about  1758,  they  empl^^^ 
domine  Abraham  Rozencrantz  for  a  year.  He  had  been  officiating  among  the  P^*-  ^V^^ 
tines  on  the  Mohawk,  but  his  flock  had  been  scattered  by  the  Indians,  and  he  ^^_  ^^ 
come  a  refugee  to  New  York.  In  1759  he  returned  to  his  former  charge.  AnoC  -*-^^j. 
clergyman  was  now  employed,  Rev.  Wlllinm  Kalis,  who  had  preached  In  Phlla^'^^g 
phla,  1756-7;  also  at  Am  well,  N.  J.,  and  in  certain  German  churches  along  "^  -^^ 
Raritan,  1757-9.  But  he  proved  to  be  a  wolf  In  the  flock,  and  at  the  end  of  '^^ 
year,  1769-60,  they  were  glad  to  be  rid  of  him.  In  the  spring  of  1761,  a 
arrived,  having  on  board  a  German  Reformed  minister.  Rev.  Frederick  Rott^ 
bergler.  They  employed  him  for  a  year  on  trial,  and  finally  gave  him  a  call; 
soon,  thereafter,  getting  Into  difficulties  with  him,  they  resorted  to  legal  mean 
get  rid  of  him. 

Weary  of  engaging  ministers  In  this  irregular  way,  they  at  length  adopte-^^'       | 
different   course.     They   wrote   to  the   Consistory  of  Heidelberg  to   send 
suitable  minister.     That  Consistory  sent  over  to  them  Rev.  Johannes  Michael  K 
He  arrived  in  September.  1763.     He  soon  Induced  this  church  to  place  themse^ 
formally  under  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam.     (See  under  Oct.  2S,  1763.)     This  t: 
accomplished,  with  the  aid  and  advice  of  domlnes  Ritsema  and  De  Ronde. 
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was  formally  called  according  to  the  Rules  of  the  Reformed  Dntch  Church, 

^tx  Jan.  26,  1764.     He  was  regularly  installed  by  domlne  De  Ronde  the  next  day. 

H«  ftt  once,  under  the  advice  of  domlnes  RItzema  and  De  Ronde,  joined  Oonferentie 

party,  to  be  in  closer  connection  with  the  Glassis  of  Amsterdam.     This  was  done 

by  formal  credentials  from  his  Consistory  stating  that  they  wished  to  belong  to 

the  Classls.     An  elder  was  also  deputed  under  the  same  conditions. 

In    the  winter  of   1764-5,   a   heavy   fall  of  snow   caused   the  church  walls  to 
spread,  making  it  unsafe  to  use  the  building  as  a  place  of  worship.     The  congre- 
gation was  allowed  to  use  temporarily,  one  of  the  Dutch  churches.     A  new  church 
was  erected  at  a  cost  of  $3000.     $1500.  were  raised  by  contributions,  leaving  a  debt. 
To  liquidate  this  they  made  solicitations  abroad.     (See  March  8,  1765.) 
This  letter  was  signed  by  pastor  Kern  and  all  the  Consistory. 
(A   similar  account   of   this  Church  was  prepared  and  sent  to  Loudon  July  9, 
1766,  soliciting  aid.) 

Rev.  Isaac  Rysdyk  and  Others,  to  Rev.  H.  Meyer,  Feb.  11, 

1766. 

H. 

8ev.  Sir  and  Respected  Brother:— 

Since  I  with  Messrs.  Fryenmoet  and  Cock  with  our  Consistories  have  arrived 
"•i^  in  accordance  with  the  request  of  your  Consistory  that  we  would  meet  In  the 
^^•istory  Room  tomorrow,  being  Wednesday  the  12th  of  this  month  In  order  to 
•ct  according  to  the  laws  of  our  Church  upon  the  charge  of  this  Church  against 
y^orself ;  we  address  to  you  by  this  meann  our  friendly  request  that  you  will  be 
pleased  to  be  present  at  the  time  and  place  mentioned.  In  this  expectation  and  in 
J^  hope  that  this  course  by  the  blessing  of  God  will  tend  to  the  welfare  of  Zlon, 

**^^  the  honor,  after  imploring  for as  neighboring  churches, 

yon  prosperity  and  the  blessing  of  God  to  subscribe  myself, 
««▼.    Sir. 

In  the  name  of  the  three  Churches, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
,.  Is.  Rysdyk. 

**'^ton,  Feb.  11,  1766. 

^^.   H.  Myer  to  'Rev,  Isaac  Rysdyk  and  Others,  Feb.  12, 
,  1766. 

^▼.  Sim, 

Respected  Brethren:— 

xoor  honored  letter  of  the  11th  has  come  to  hand,  and  it  may  serve  as  reply  to 

»  ^  ^hat  I  am  entirely  ready  to  appear  before  you  and  would  rejoice  so  to  do  could 

^^^7  be  first  persuaded  in  my  mind  that  your  Convention  is  lawful,  and  in  refer- 

i>ce  to  the  matter  now  in  dispute  Impartial.     Imploring  for  you  from  the  Lord 

g**°*  and  grace,  I  have  the  honor,  while  I  await  your  reply,  of  subscribing  myself 

*^  love 

Rev.   Sirs, 

Much   Respected   Brethren, 

Your  Reverences'  Obedient  Servant. 
jj,  H.  Meyer,  V.  D.  M. 

"^K^ton,  Feb.  12,  1766. 


j.^  ^^  Kingston  Feb.  12,  1766. 


Petition  of  the  Chuijcii  of  Kingston  to  the  Convention 

^  Rev.  Sirs.  etc. 

^     the  undersigned  the  Consistory  of  the  Dutch  Church  at  Kingston  etc. 

l^lj     "^^e  a  great  number,  viz.,  more  than  one  hundred  members  of  this  Church  have 
^*ed  to  us,  the  Ruling  ConHlstory  a  writing  signed  with  their  own  hands  and 
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contalninsf  many  charges  against  onr  Minister  Hermanns  Meyer,  and  offering,  1 
were  necessary  and  staonld  be  demanded,  to  prove  the  same  and  hnmbly 
that  their  communication  might  be  acted  upon  In  accordance  with  the  Laws  of 
Ghnrch.     And  since  we  all  think  that  the  said  charges  are  not  without  foundatrl. 
we  have  therefore  considered  It  proper  not  only  but  In  the  highest  degree  obLS. 
tory  upon   us   to  lay  the  same  before  you;   especially  since  this  Consistory 
previously  in  Oct  1764  presented  to  Dos.  Fryenmoet  and  Cock  many  charges  ag& 
Do.  Meyer  upon  which  It  still  Insists. 

And  since  those  things  which  were  the  occasion  of  the  difficulty  have  become 
better  since  that  time  but  rather  by  the  obstinate  and  rash  conduct  of  Do.  M^ 
have  grown  much  worse,  we  request  the  above  named  Convention  that  we  xi 
have  a  lawful  hearing  becoming  our  religion  and  in  conformity  to  the  Rules  oC 
Church,  ordained  at  Dort,  «and  that  (If  the  charges  be)  proved  to  be  of  sufficl 
weight  Ecclesiastical  discipline  may  be  exercised.     This  is  the  prayer  of. 
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Deacons 


Benjamin  ton  Broek 
Coenraad  Elmendorph 
Adrlaan  Wynkoop 
[  Benjamin  Low 


Elders  . 


Cornells  Perssen 
Jan  Van  Driesen 
Jacobus  Eltinge 
Johannes  Sleght 


A  Protest  of  Certain  Members  of  the  Church  of  Kingst 
Against  the  Action  of  Consistory  of  That  Chubch 
Cali^ino  a  Council  to  Try  Rey.  Meyeb.     Feb.  12,  1766. 

"To  Messrs.  Johan  Caspar  Fryenmoet,  Gerhard  Daniel  Cock,  and  Isaac  RysA^ 
Ministers   of  the  Gospel,   now   convened   upon   the   request  of  the   Consistory 
Kingston.*'     (This  address  Is  In  English  in  the  original). 

Since  we  have  understood  that  our  Consistory  has  called  this  your  Conveim  "^ 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  Church— In  passing  by  neighboring  Churches  and  <^ 
against  the  de«lre  of  our  Minister— from  whom  we  have  learned  that  more  '^^'' 
once  and  even  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Consistory  he  has  propo««ed  to  cal'M- 
impartial  Convention  to  act  upon  the  difficulties  existing  in  our  Church  (w  •^ 
course  we  regard  as  just  and  right)  we  cannot  omit  to  declare  our  di88atl8fa(7  "* 
at  such  a  procedure,  and  to  protest  against  the  passage  of  any  decision  upon 
Charges  which  are  brought  against  Do.  Meyer,  by  this  Convention;  our  deman  ^ 
that  those  charges  be  heard  by  the  neighboring  and  Impartial  Ministers  and  El&^ 
And  since  It  is  charged  against  Do.  Meyer  that  he  has  originated  contention,  ha'i 
and  envy  In  the  Church,  we,  whoHc  names  are  subscribed  testify  that  for  the  t 
during  which  Do.  Meyer  has  been  Minister  here  in  the  Church  of  Kingston,  he 
labored  faithfully  in  his  office  In  preaching,  In  catechising  the  children  and  als< 
visiting  the  sick— that  he  has  fulfilled  his  duty  with  zeal  and  that  he  has  Iiv< 
peaceful  and  an  ambitious  life,  and  that  we  have  enjoyed  much  satisfaction  In 
ministry  through  God's  blessing  and  that  we  hope  and  pray  that  he  may  be  spa 
many  years  in  the  land  of  the  living  to  minister  to  us  as  our  Pastor  and  Teac 
If  your  Convention  shall  have  a  sitting  we  beg  leave  to  present  the  above  as 
grounds  of  this  our  Protest. 
Feb.  12,  1766. 


^, 


It 


Joseph  Gasherie 

Nlclnas  van  der  Lyn 

Johannes  Hardenberg 

Tobias  van  Steenberg 

Joh  Stoffol  Themes 

Cornells  VIele 

Cornelius  Elmendorph,  Jun. 

Jacob  Heerwans 

A.  V.  Keuren 

Jacob  Turk 

Abraham  Turk 

Frantz  Peter  Roggen 

A.  Hasbrouck,  Jun. 


Benjamin  P.  Smcdes 
Abraham  Devenport 
Tennis  Kool 
Cornells  Cole 
Mattys   Bienshan 
Matthew  Lefevre 
Petrus  Smedes 
John  C.  Ringland 
Ilendrlcus  Doyo 
Jan  Bnrhan 
Benjamin  New  Kirk. 
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.AI7D  Elders  of  the  Three  Churches  Lying  Adjacent  to 
^Kingston — Namely,  Manor  Livingston,  Camp  and  Pough- 
^CEEPSiE,  Cum  Annexis  Ecclesiis.  Held  at  Kingston  in  the 
Case  of  Do.  Meyer,  Feb.  12,  1766.  Vol.  33 :  P.  105.  No. 
378. 

Present. 

"v.  J.  C.  Pryenmoet,  V.  D.  M.  In  LiTlnggton  Manor,  etc. 
Bldcrs,  Johannes  Ten-Eyk,  Justice  of  tbe  Peace. 
Hendrich  Meslck 

Re^v.  O.  D.  Cock,  V.  D.  M.  In  the  Camp  and  Rhelnbeck. 
BSldcn  of  these  respective  churches, 

Comelis  Miller. 

Henrich  Beringer. 

He"^.  Isaac  Rysdyk,  V.  D.  M.  at  Po'keepsie,  Flshltill,  etc. 
BA<l.«ri.  Aart  Mlddag 

Gysbrecht  Schenck, 

Capt.  Cornells  Lnlster, 

Isaac  Adriaanse. 

^Phe  Convention  having  been  opened  with  an  earnest  and  appropriate  prayer  by 
^'^^'.  J.  C.  Fryenmoet,  the  following  were  unanimously  chosen  its  officers:— 

Bev.  J.  C.  Fryenmoet,    Praeses. 
"     O.  D.  Cock,  Assessor. 

"     I.  Rysdyk,  Scriba. 

II. 
^be  letter  (See  A.)  addressed  by  the  Church  of  Kingston  to  the  three  Churches 
re  named,  were  read,  containing  the  request  of  the  said  Consistory  to  the  other 
^^«*«Utories,— that  they  In  accordance  with  the  duties  of  their  office  and  the  laws 
^  the  Netherlands  Reformed  Church,  would  send  hither  their  Ministers  and  Elders 
*o  as  to  be  present  in  the  Consistory  Room  on  the  11th  of  this  month  at  10  o'clock 
^  H .  In  order  to  take  Ecclesiastical  Action  upon  the  Complaints  which  a  great  por- 

]J^  of  the  Church  had  delivered  to  the  Consistory  against  their  minister 

^e  time  specified  was  changed  at  the  request  of  Do.  Rysdyk,  who  lived  at  the 
^"^test  distance,  and  with  the  unanimous  concurrence  of  the  several  Consistories, 
^  the  present  date  Feb.  12. 

^^  in. 

^^be  Consistory  of  the  Church  of  Kingston,  being  now  called  In,  delivered  to  the 
V^^^ntion  a  petition,— which  stated,  that  many  complaints  against  Do.  Meyer  had 
^^^  presented  to  them,  made  by  more  than  one  hundred  members  of  this  church,— 
^^  earnestly  prayed  that  these  might  be  acted  upon  in  accordance  with  the  laws 
y  the  church.     This  petition  this  Convention  granted.     (For  a  copy  of  the  petition 

^^e  Consistory  then  handed  in  a  writing  which  was  read  by  the  Scriba,  con- 

^I'iliig  several  complaints  of  a  large  portion  of  the  Church  against  Do.  Meyer, 

J^'^^fiT  signed  by  one  hundred  and  eleven  members.— The  Complaints  were  as 
follow 
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T^J^"    ^^  General— That  they,— being  desirous  as  formerly  to  be  subordinate  to  the 

z^'   Classis  of  Amsterdam,  in  accordance  with  the  Constitution  of  the  Netherlands 

r*'^«Tned  Church  established  by  the  Synod  of  Dort  in  the  year  1618  &  1619,  and 

Continue  their  connexion  with  that  Classls,- think  that  Do.  Meyer  by  his  con- 

^^   ba»  made  himself  worthy  of  the  censure  of  the  Church.     And, 

^*    ^Xi   Particular.— that  he  is  culpable 

Id  despising  brotherly  and  ecclesiastical  admonition; 

112 
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b.  In  breaking  bis  promise  to  act  in  harmony  with  the  Coosistory; 

c.  In  despising  and  rejecting  the  request  of  the  Consistory  to  acknowiedgs  s 
becoming  subordination  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  thus, opposing  at  onci 
aa  well  the  resolutions  of  the  Rey.  Synod  of  North  Holland  and  the  Rev.  ClasslB  ol 
Amsterdam  as  the  friendly  and  oft  repeated  counsel  of  the  Consistory  upon  thii 
point; 

d.  In  a  contemptuous  answer  which  he  designedly  gave  to  the  Consistory  aftei 
the  receipt  of  a  letter  from  Revs.  J.  Rltzema  and  De  Ronde,  written  to  him  npoi 
the  subject  of  subordination; 

e.  That  he  has  not  fulfilled  the  terms  of  his  call,  since  he  has  excited  divisloo 
discord  and  schism  in  the  church,  whereby  their  precious  religion  has  almost  oom< 
to  contempt  and  ruin. 

The  paper  closed  with  a  request  to  the  Convention  as  the  first  instrumentality 
under  God,  that  they  would  strive  to  bring  help  and  deliverance.  Whatever  el* 
was  contained  in  It  will  be  found  under  C. 

Do.  Meyer  not  having  yet  appeared  before  the  Convention,  (notwithstanding  tba 
he  had  been  called  upon  to  do  so  twenty  four  hours  before  by  a  friendly  lett^  o 
citation  written  In  the  name  of  the  Convention,  the  charges  against  him  havtn, 
been  communicated  to  him  some  day  previously  by  the  C<Misistory  of  Kingston,)- 
tbe  Convention  resolved,  that  it  was  necessary  (dum  perlculum  esset  In  more)  t 
proceed  with  this  matter  In  accordance  with  the  express  and  Importunate  reqnas 
of  the  Consistory,— the  more  since  the  entire  division  of  the  Church,  which  mna 
soon  happen  If  this  troublesome  afTalr  were  not  brought  to  an  end,  demands 
immediate  attention. 

There  was  also  handed  In  a  complaint  of  the  Consistory  itself  against  Do.  Meye 
of  the  same  import  as  the  fourth  particular  (d.)  above.  It  contained  a  statement:- 
That  in  the  Consistory  certain  things  were  said  which  in  the  Judgement  of  th 
Consistory  ought  to  be  recorded  and  that  Do.  Meyer  refused,  not  only  to  make  th* 
record,  but  to  take  the  vote  of  the  Consistory  upon  the  subject.— That  Do.  Meye 
being  subsequently  asked  '*If  he  would  acknowledge  then  no  subordination  to  th 
Classis  of  Amaterdam?'*  gave  this  reply.  "That  he  would  not— nor  to  any  Claisi 
in  Holland  but  that  he  would  correspond  with  the  Rev.  Professors  who  sent  him,' 
and  that  the  subordination  as  it  was  here  required  seemed  to  him.  to  savor  vsr; 
much  of  the  spirit  of  popery;  That  he  farther  declared  to  the  Consistory  upon  belni 
asked  by  them  wherein  the  similarity  consisted,  That  as  the  Pope  pretended  to  hav 
in  Ecclesiastical  matters  a  power  extended  over  the  whole  world,  so  the  Classis  o 
Amsterdam  not  content  with  her  Jurisdiction  in  Holland,  pretended  to  extend  1 
hither.  Other  offensive  remarks  were  made  containing  a  manifest  falsehood  an 
slander  against  the  Rev.  Convention  of  Preachers  and  Elders  In  New  York  destltnt 
of  all  foundation  of  truth.  There  was  also  a  special  example  of  his  avrogant  an 
provoking  resistance  to  the  Consistory  for  which  See  D. 

Mr.  Johannes  Wynkoop  then  arose,  as  Committee  of  the  Chtirch  of  Kingston  t 
furnish  proof  of  the  above  charges.  His  statement  was  to  this  effect: — ^That  th 
first  three  charges  had  already  been  presented  before  the  Convention  of  neighboi 
Ing  Ministers  and  Elders  held  Oct.  10th  1764,  and  established  by  proper  prool 
He  called,  accordingly,  for  the  minutes  that  were  made  at  that  time.  They  wer 
produced  and  read  and  may  be  found  together  with  the  several  papers  connecte* 
with  them  under  E.  Among  these  there  Is  a  remarkable  letter  which  Do.  Meye 
promised  to  send  to  Do.  Rltzema  in  the  name  of  the  Consistory,  speaking  of  th 
brotherly  concert  between  himself  and  the  Consistory  to  be  subordinate  to  th 
Classis  of  Amsterdam.  There  is  also  a  request  of  the  Consistory  that  he  wool 
send  this  letter  In  accordance  with  his  promlBe.  to  which  he  returned  a  refnaal 
giving  as  his  reason  for  so  doing — That  he  was  hindered  by  the  oath  of  alleglanc 
which  he  had  taken.  It  appears  from  the  circumstances,  however,  that  he  too! 
It  willingly;  and  the  church  was  therefore  led  to  Imagine  that  the  taking  o 
the  oath  was  a  manoeuvre  by  which  to  escape  from  the  subordination.  Doi 
Fryenmoet  and  Cock  also  testified  that  they  had  read  a  similar  request  firoi 
the  Consistory  to  him,  and  also  his  refusal  and  had  found  them  to  correspon 
with  this  account, — the  originals  Indeed  were  not  then  at  hand  being  under  th 
care  of  Do.  Rltzema;  yet  if  it  were  necessary  they  could  be  produced.  There  wer 
also  further  proofs  of  the  remaining  charges  to  be  found  In  the  above  mentlone 
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mixmutes  (for  which  Bee  E.)  to  which  the  Conyentlon  referred  as  too  prolix  to  be 
iicioted. 


.  IV. 

Between  two  and  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  Convention  having  re-assem- 
bled and  having  been  opened  by  an  earnest  prayer  by  the  Rev.  President, — Mr, 
Jobannes  Wynkoop  again  arose  and  read  the  writing  above  mentioned  in  Art.  III. 
wnd  annexed  under  D.  serving  as  proof  of  the  fourth  charge — together  with  an 
ori^nal  letter  from  Dos.  Ritzema  and  De  Ronde  ministers  of  the  Netherlands  Re- 
formed chnrches  at  New  York,  proving  the  contemptuous  conduct  of  Do.  Meyer 
toward  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amstefdam,  and  the  Convention  held  at  New  York  In 
October  last — See  a  copy  of  this  latter  under  F.  whence  it  appears  that  the 
orl^nal  of  Do.  Meyer's  letter  had  already  been  sent  to  the  Rev.  Classis. 

In  reference  to  the  fifth  charge  namely,  "  That  he  has  not  fulfilled  the  terms  of 
bis  Call  since  he  has  occasioned  discord  and  strife  in  his  Church."     Mr.  Wynkoop 
considered  it  unnecessary  to  adduce  any  particular  proof,  since  the  case  furnished 
Its   own  testimony.     It   was  sufficiently   clear   that   Do.    Meyer,   by  all   the  above 
mentioned  misconduct,  had  failed  to  fulfil  that  article  of  his  Call  (registered  in 
the  mlnntes  of  the  Consistory  of  Kingston)  wherein  he  pledges  himself  "  to  do  all 
wMch  It  becomes  a  faithful  minister  of  the  Gospel  to  do."    For  his  misconduct 
^*^s  cslcnlated  to  produce  no  other  results  than  those  which  has  followed — the 
cziattng  pitlble  division,   strife,   and  schism   in   this   Church   results  with   which 
rarronnding  Churches  are  acquainted,  and  which  have  become  matters  of  notoriety 
ttiroug^hout   the  country.     In   proof  of   the  extent   of  the  evil   the   Consistory   of 
Klx&fston   reported   that  out   of   the   great   number   of   more   than   four   hundred 
members  not  more  than  twenty  came  to  the  communion  table — such  was  the  con- 
•eQuence  of  the  dissention — And   besides   that   during  the   time  that   Do.   Meyer    . 
^^MM  been  settled  here  not  more  than  two  members  have  been  added.      Mr.  Wyn- 
koop  proceeded  to  show  that,  since  Do.  Meyer  by  this  misconduct  had  lost  the 
rc»|MH!t  of  the  congregation,  and  gained  their  positive  111  will,  the  necessary  con- 
*«Qaence  must  be  that  his  preaching  was  without  benefit  to  the  greater  part  of 
tike  Church;  for  they  either  did  not  come  to  hear  him  at  all  or  heard  him  with 
^''like;  and  this  sad  evil   must  daily  become  greater,   because  according  to  the 
declarttions  of  the  above  named  members  of  his  Church,  he  converts  the  pulpit 
Uito  a  Bar  where  he  advocates  his  own  cause,  and  it  becomes  no  minister  of  the 
^^^^*P«I  to  preach  himself  but  Christ.    This  latter  point  was  illustrated  by  some 
•^■niples  hereafter  given  under  G. 

Art  V. 

^^-  Meyer  had  been  cited  to  appear  before  this  Convention  by  a  friendly  letter 
2^rove^  by  the  Convention  and  sent  to  him  in  sufficient  season  (for  this  letter 
r^  H.)  but  he  had  not  yet  appeared.    About  four  o'clock  P.  M.  however,  a  letter 

J?  **celved  by  the  Convention — and  after  that  yet  another, 
y/^*  llrst  was  a  reply  from  Do.  Meyer  to  our  letter  of  Citation,  in  which  he  said 
^^  he  would  be  very  willing  to  appear  before  us  if  he  could  be  but  persuaded  In 
I     '^Ibd  beforehand  that  the  Convention  was  lawfully  constituted  and  impartial — 

^f^'erence  to  which  points  he  awaited  an  answer. 
^    ^^  second  was  signed  by  twenty  six  persons  (some  of  whom  according  to  the 
_    TJ'^Ony  of  the  Consistory  do  not  belong  to  this  Church  at  all)  and  contained  a 
jv   ^^*t  against  this  Convention  as  being  partial — and  a  testimonial  in  behalf  of 

J,  *^«^yer's  doctrine  and  life.     The  two  letters  may  be  seen  under  J.  K. 

,    J   *    Scriba  by  order  of  the   Convention   addressed  a   friendly  and  affectionate 

jl?  ^    to  the  letter  of  Do.   Meyer,   to  this  effect — That  after  so  many  ineffectual 

^      ^Dts  the  Convention  saw  no  reason  why  they  should  again  endeavor  to  con- 

pj^^*   him  upon  the  points  which  he  mentioned — they  rather  hoped  and  sincerely 

^^d  that  the  Lord  would  convince  him  by  the  persuasions  of  his  Spirit. 
^«^.    Vi 

l^  **^  Convention,  having  taken  care  that  place  and  opportunity  were  offered  to 
In  *  ^eyer  for  answering  the  charges  preferred  against  him,  found  itself  bound 
of  ^^^^sclence  to  proceed  with  this  matter,  in  order  to  prevent  the  entire  division 
eifc|^  ^^  Church.  It  therefore  proceeded  to  deliberate  upon  the  above  mentioned 
pt>^^^^s  Aii<l  their  proofs — testifying  that  it  aimed  at  nothing  else  than  the 
'^^Vatlon  of  their  brother  and  the  welfare  of  his  Church. 
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The  Rev.  Convehtlon  In  the  fear  of  the  Lord»  having  considered  all  the  dream- 
Btances  of  the  case  with  all  profitable  care  and  Impartiality,  and  avowtD^  their 
deep  regret  and  sincere  pity  for  their  brother,  unanlmonsly  decided. 

In  General  That  Do.  Meyer  has  been  guilty  of  open  schism,  which  sin  In  the 
Bnlea  of  the  Netherlands  Church  Is  numbered  among  those  for  which  a  preacher 
is  pronounced  worthy  of  censure  (kerkenorder  Art.  80)  and  besides  of  oft  re- 
peated contempt  of  Ecclesiastical  advice.  In  connexion  with  these  thlnga  con- 
sidering. 

In  Particular,  First,  The  sad  consequences  which  arc  to  be  feared,  if  Do.  Meyer 
continues  In  this  course,  in  reference  both — to  this  congregation  formerly  flourish- 
ing and  numerous — and  to  the  Charter  of  the  Church  which  expressly  binds  It  to 
the  observance  of  the  rules  of  Church  government  established  at  Dort  in  the 
years  1618  &  1619,  to  which  rules  moreover  Do.  Meyer  Is  bound  both  by  his  Gall 
and  the  oft  repeated  friendly  advice  of  the  Convention  of  neighboring  churches  of 
New  York  and  of  his  own  Consistory. 

Moreover,  Being  entirely  persuaded  that  the  Church  of  Kingston  is  subordinate 
to  the  Classls  to  which  it  belongs,'  i.  e.  of  Amsterdam  as  appears — ^from  the  Call 
of  its  former  Minister  Do.  Mancius  and  from  that  of  Do.  Meyer  himself — and  also 
from  a  particular  resolution  of  the  Consistory  of  this  church  registered  in  the 
Books  of  the  Church — and  also  from  the  fact  that  there  neither  is  any  Classis 
in  this  Country  nor  can  be  any  because  our  Rules  of  Church  government  are  in 
general  opposed  thereto,  and  the  Rev.  Synod  of  North  Holland  and  the  Rey.  Classls 
of  Amsterdam  have  passed  expressed  resolutions  to  the  contrary — Observing 

Further,  That  the  obstinate  refusal  of  this  proper  sul>ordination  to  this  Classls 
is  nothing  else  than  a  rejection  of  the  Laws  of  the  Church  themselves,  a  dissolu- 
tion of  all  existing  relations  between  himself  and  the  Netherlands  Reformed 
Church,  and  an  attempt  to  introduce  entire  Independence — and  consequently  that 
Do.  Meyer  at  this  moment  stands  under  no  Classis  whatever. — Considering 

Lastly,  That — By  the  refusal  of  the  above  mentioned  subordination  which  the 
Convention  with  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  and  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam  re- 
gards as  the  only  means  under  Ood  of  preserving  the  pure  doctrines  of  onr 
religion,  the  peace  of  the  churches  as  well  as  the  gracious  charter  of  his  majesty— 
By  the  contempt  showed  by  him  to  the  Rev.  Synod  of  North  Holland  and  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam. — By  the  sneering  and  defying  answer  sent  by  him  to  Dos. 
Rltsema  and  De  Ronde  in  reply  to  their  friendly  and  mild  letter  of  ad\ice  ad- 
dressed to  him  by  order  of  our  Eccleslastlcle  Convention  In  New  York  under  the 
Classls  of  Amsterdam — and  by  his  farther  conduct  charged  and  proved  before  this 
Convention — By  all  these  a  sad  schism  accompanied  with  discord  and  hatred  and 
envy,  causing  a  lamentable  interruption  of  good  order  and  of  the  edification  of 
the  Church  has  been  occasioned,  the  result  of  which  must  be,  If  things  contlnne 
In  this  state,  the  entire  destruction  of  this  Church  formerly  so  fiourlshlng — ^Tak- 
ing into  consideration  also  that  which  is  charged  against  his  oflTenslve  preaching, 

This  Convention  can  conclude,  from  all  this  and  what  more  has  been  presented  to 
it,  nothing  else  than  that  Do.  Meyer  has  persevered  in  this  course  of  conduct  so 
long  as  to  have  destroyed  his  usefulness  to  the  Church  and  consequently  that  since 
this  Convention  is  called  upon  to  act  upon  this  matter,  the  unavoidable  necessity 
Is  imposed  upon  it  of  restoring  this  Church  so  lamentably  divided.  And  since 
all  other  meaus  hitherto  applied  have  been  unavailing  It  regards  Itself  as  compelled 
— for  the  sake  of  the  honor  of  God  who  is  a  God  of  order  and  not  of  confusion — 
for  the  restoration  of  peace,  order  and  edification  to  this  Church — and  besides  for 
the  peace  of  the  consciences  of  its  members  as  being  lawfully  assembled  In  this 
behalf — to  proceed,  however  great  may  be  their  unwillingness  and  reluctance  on 
other  accounts,  however  sincere  and  deep  may  be  their  grief  at  the  step  to 
censure  him,  as  it  now,  by  this  act,  does  censure  Do.  Hermanns  Meyer,  Minister 
in  the  Church  of  Kingston,  directing  him  to  abstain  from  the  Holy  Ministry  and 
everything  appertaining  to  it  and  from  the  participation  as  well  as  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Holy  Supper — for  the  period  of  six  weeks— during  which  time  he  Is 
urged  to  be  present  in  the  Church  whenever  God's  Word  is  preached— and  after 
Its  expiration  If  he  should  come  to  repentance,  as  this  Convention  heartily  hopes 
and  prays  he  may.  to  make  known  hia  repentance  before  the  Church  and  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  above  mentioned  nel;?hl)oring  churches  and  the  earnest  desire  and 
petition  of  this  Convention  is — that  the  God  of  Peace  will  be  pleased  to  lead  him 
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^vrlng  that  time  by  the  spirit  of  wisdom  and  hamllity  to  the  humiliatfon  over 
^ff  former  mlscondact  and  unfeigned  repentance.  A  resnlt  like  this  would  be 
te  this  Convention  the  occasion  of  the  highest  joy,  so  deeply  does  it  now  grieve 
^Ifeat  It  has  been  compelled  to  take  this  disagreeabif  and  painful  step. 

Bat  if  it  be  otherwise  and  there  5e  mo  confession  of  such  repentance,  be  shall 
^VMiula  under  censure  until  the  Convention  shall  write  concerning  the  matter  to  the 
CIassIs  of  Amsterdam  and  receive  thence  an  answer  upon  the  same,  and  by  the 
•mt«nce  which  It  shall  convey  this  convention  shall  be  governed. 

iLzid  It  is  further  resolved,  that  this  Resolution  be  made  known  to  the  Church 
at  ^lie  next  public  divine  service  and  that  a  copy  of  the  same  be  sent  to  Do. 
Meyer. 

X>one  in  our  Bccleslastlcal  Convention  in  the  Consistory  Room  in  Kingston  this 
12tla.  day  of  Pebruary,  1766. 

Signed 
JoliAnnes  ten  Eyck  J.  C.  Fryenmoet,  p.  t.  Praeses. 

Hendrik  Miealk 

Hendrik  Beringer  Gerh.  Dan.  Cock,  Assessor. 

Oomellns  Miller 

Aart  Middag  Is.  Rysdyk,  p.  t.  Scrlba. 

Qjabrecht  Schenck 
CcwmeUa  Lulster 
I>a«c  Adriaanse. 

^^e  Convention  was  then  dissolved  with  thanksgiving  to  God  and  earnest  prayer 
tor  Do.  Meyer  and  his  Church. 

Q.  T. 

Is.  Rysdyk,  p.  t.  Scriba. 

•^fls     Convention   Which   Tried  Rev.    H.    MEvini,    to  Him, 
Announcing  Their  Decision.     Feb.  13,  17G6. 

**^'  Sir  Much-esteemed  Brother  : — 

^^  K^Jis  been  exceedingly  painful  to  us  that  we  have  been  compelled  to  act  In 
?"  '^xipleasant  matter,  and  under  circumstances,  as  you  will  readily  acknowledge, 
~*  "^^ost  dlflScnlt  and  disagreeable  p'osslble  to  ingenuous  minds  for  the  transaction 
^  ■^'^^vlness  of  this  character.  And  now  It  Is  with  no  less  pain  that  we  are 
^'J'^^lled  to  send  to  you  the  accompanying  resolution. 

^^^^  not  the  duties  of  our  office  urged  us  to  this  step,  we  assure  you  that  we 
J*^^^"  should  have  meddled  in  the  affairs  of  one  whose  many  virtues  we  have  not 
•■"^^i    either  to  remember  or  esteem. 

^^  sincerely  and  conscientiously  declare  to  you  In  the  sight  of  God  whose  eyes 
*'*  ^^^peclally  upon  us,  that  we  could  by  no  means  persuade  ourselves  that  any 
^'^^  Ecclesiastical  Convention  in  this  land  was  competent  to  sit  in  Judgment 
^^1"^  yoxkT  case  except  our  own.  Had  it  been  otherwise,  we  assure  you,  we  should 
"^  ^o  means  have  undertaken  this  difficult  and  unpleasant  business  which  has 
***^  ^8  more  labor  and  tears  than  you  can  well  Imagine.  We  would  have  been 
P'^v^d  had  you  been  present  with  us  this  morning  to  have  witnessed  the  truth  of 
•"  ^Biertlon. 

''•y  the  Lord  fulfil  the  desire  of  our  hearts,  worthy  Brother,  and  hear  our 
J!"^^'  in  your  behalf.  Then  shall  we  soon  taste  the  comfort  that  tlows  from 
^  fSeiightful  peace  which  has  been  so  sadly  disturbed  In  this  region,  we  shall 
ff*  Q^let  restored  to  this  Church  In  connexion  with  which  we  shall  strive  to  sua- 
^  yon  by  all  possible  means,  and  our  hearts  and  hands  shall  unite  together 
**  *'^  those  of  the  holy  sons  of  Zadok  (Oh  that  the  God  of  peace  would  graciously 
^?^   H)  In  upbuilding  the  fallen  walls  of  Jerusalem. 

.     ^•xiMrhlle  assuring  you   that  our  tears  flow   In   tender  sympathy,   08teem  and 
**^*'Iy  affection  for  you,  we  subscribe  ourselves, 

«  Bev.  Sir  and  much-respected  Brother,  Your  obedient  sorvants 

^  *^  behalf  of  all) 
^  Is.  Rysdyk,  Syn  p.  t.  Scriba. 

■"'^Kmton,  Feb.  18,  1766. 
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RBfv.  H.  Mbyeb  to  the  CoNVEiNTioN  Which  Tbied  Him. 

13,  1766. 

Slpe:— 

The  agitation  of  mind  occasioned  by  the  heaven-provoking  action  of  your  b«P 
In  reference  to  me  (which  the  Lord  God  shall  reward  In  hla  good  time)  has  hindered 
me  hitherto  from  answering  In  accordance  with  your  request  In  your  last  tw# 
letters  which  were  sent  to  me  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  William  Eltlnge,  and  whldi  vt€ 
filled  with  various  untruths  and  false  accusations  as  shall  be  made  manifest  At 
the  proper  time. 

I  now  deliver  to  you  my  solemn  protest  against  your  trial  of  myself,  Qnau* 
thorlsed  as  It  Is  by  the  Laws  of  our  Church,  and  also  my  solemn  protest  agaUutf 
your  unconstitutional,  unlawful  and  unheard  of  sentence  and  censure  whi<A  havi 
been  made  known  to  me.  I  desire  that  you  will  at  once  recall  them  and  pronouno 
them  void ;  and  I  ask  that  no  hindrance  may  be  placed  In  my  way  In  the  dlseharg 
of  that  office  In  which  Jehovah  has  placed  me  neither  by  yourselves,  nor  by  m 
Consistory  or  congregation  by  your  means.  It  Is  my  request,  moreoTer,  that  J9 
would  communicate  to  me  not  a  partial  and  Imperfect  extract  from  the  mlaiitc 
of  your  Convention,  but  an  entire  and  complete  copy;  In  order  that  I  may  se^ 
who  are  my  accusers  and  what  are  the  definite  charges  brought  against  me;  I 
reference  to  their  points,  the  letter  which  you  sent  to  me  contains  scarcely 
word.  In  conclusion  praying  that  the  omnipresent  Judge  of  all  would  jodge  hi 
tween  you  and  me,  I  subscribe  myself. 

Rev.    Sirs,   Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Meyer. 
(Kingston,   Feb.  13,  1766.) 

Church  of  New  York. 

New  York,  March  14th,  178ft. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

1.  The  bonds  In  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  were  examined,  to  see  If  ttaer 
were  any  which  might  be  Judged  doubtful.  The  following  were  counted  In  tha 
class:  Joseph  King  and  Jacob  Ford — 1  bond;  Pr.  Vermllle  and  Joshua  Hlshop- 
2  bonds;  John  Low  and  Dan.  de  Voor— 1  bond;  Theophllus  Hunt,  Aaron  Hmii 
and  Theophllus  Leggett— 2  bonds;  Cornelius  C^ousyn  and  Wm.  Swansln—l  bond 
Jno.  Valentine— 1  bond:  Robt.  Boyd,  Jr.,  Geo.  Harris  and  Robert  Boyd,  8r.— 
bond :  Mathew  Allen — 2  bonds.  For  all  these,  payment  should  be  demanded  o 
better  security  given. 

2.  Mr.  Bancker  shall  have  authority  to  sue,  with  consent  of  two  Elders,  wher< 
he  thinks  It  necessary. 

3.  The  matter  of  Jan  Montanye,  as  to  the  resolution  of  consistory  concemini 
the  lists,  was  taken  up  again,  to  see  If  It  would  not  be  best  to  overlook  It  again 
The  Elders,  Ten  Eyck,  Livingston,  and  Clopper,  with  the  help  of  Theodore  vai 
Wyck,  was  appointed  thereto. 

Signed   etc., 

A.  Laldlle,  p.  t.  President 

Petition  of  the  Presbyterians  of  New  York,   (Wall  St 
Church)  for  a  Charter.     March  18,  1766. 

To  the  King's  most  Excellent  Majesty  In  Council. 

The  Petition  of  John  Rodgers  nnd  Joseph  Treat,  the  present  Ministers  of  ttu 
Presbyterian  Church  of  the  City  of  New  York  according  to  the  Westminister  Con 
fesslon  of  Faith,  Catechisms  and  Directory:  aggreeable  to  the  Established  Churcl 
of  Scotland,  William  Smith,  Peter  Van  BruRh  Livingston,  John  Smith,  Garrei 
Noel,  Thomas  Jackson,  and  Nathaniel  McKinley.  the  present  Elders  of  the  sal^ 
Church,  John  Stephens  and  Peter  Ryker,  the  present  Deacons  of  the  said  Church 
and  Thomas  Smith,   Whitehead  Hicks.   William   Smith,  Jr.,  John  Lasher,  Josepl 
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llet,  John  Dnnlap,  Peter  TL,  Livingston  and  John  Morln  Scott  the  present  Tnis- 
of  the  said  Chnrdh  for  assisting  the  Ministers,   Elders  and  Deacons  In  the 
iporal  affairs  of  the  same  Church,  Most  Humbly  Sheweth, 

'hat  sundry  Protestants  of  their  perswaslon  who  came  over  into  this  Province 
Oreat  Britain  and  Ireland,  together  with' others  Inhabitants  of  the  said  City 
of  l^ew  York,  many  years  ago  entered  into  the  Design  of  settling  a  Church  and 
Congregation  in  the  said  City  of  New  York,  for  the  publick  Worship  of  God  ac- 
cording to  the  usage  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Presbyterian  Churches;  and  that, 
for  that  purpose,  John  Nlcoll,  Patrick  McKnight,  Gilbert  Livingston,  Thomas 
8»n*th  and  divers  other  well  disposed  Persons,  with  the  Assistance  of  the  Charl- 
tal>le  Contributions,  obtained  from  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  City,  the  Colony 
ot  Connecticut,  and  the  Church  of  Scotland,  purchased  the  Ground  hereinafter 
mentioned,  and  on  part  thereof  erected  an  edifice  or  Church  for  the  Publick  Worship 
or   God. 

T*lia.t  the  Fee  Simple  of  the  said  Ground  being  by  sundry  Mesne  Conveyances 
▼eetecl  In  James  Anderson,  the  first  Minister  of  the  said  Church,  the  said  Jolin 
^t<;oll,  and  In  Joseph  Liddle  and  Thomas  Ingllss,  the  same  on  or  about  the  slx- 
teent;li  day  of  May  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty, 
^"AB  l>y  Indenture  under  their  Hands  and  Seals  conveyed  in  due  form  of  Law,  to 
tbe  Idloderator  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  and  the  Com- 
Bilaslon  thereof,  the  Moderator  of  the  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh,  the  Professor  of 
I^l^ix^lty  therein,  the  Procurator  and  Agent  for  the  Church  of  Scotland  for  the 
tlme^  l>eing,  and  their  Successors  in  office,  as  a  Committee  of  the  General  Asaem- 
My    o<  the  Mid  Church  of  Scotland. 

'^Tlx.a.t  by  an  Instrument  dated  the  fifteebth  day  of  August  in     the  year  of  our 
^^>T^    one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty  two,  under  the  Seal  of  the  General 
•^^•^nQbly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  and  signed  by  Nlel  Campbell,  Principal  of 
tlie    fJaiversity  of  Glasgow  and  Moderator  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Church 
^  of   Sootland  and  Commission  thereof;  James  Nesbit,  one  of  the  Ministers  of  the 
^^<*«I>«1  at  Edinburgh,  Moderator  of  the  Presbytery  at  Edinburgh,  William  Hamil- 
ton   Principal  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  James  Smith  Professor  of  Divinity 
**J*"*^*n,  and  William  Grant  Advocate  Procurator  for  the  Church  of  Scotland  for 
^*    time  being,   they  then  did,  pur^ant  to  an  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
•^*   Church  of  Scotland,  dated  the  8th  day  of  May  in  the  Year  of  our  liord  one 
^ouaand   seven   hundred   and    thirty   one,   empowering   and   appointing   them   to 
^^t   those  Presents,  declare  that,  notwithstanding  the  aforesaid  Right  made  to 
.  ^'^   and  their  Successors  in  office,  they  were  desirous,  that  the  aforesaid  Build- 
'  •im  Edifice  and  Appurtenances  thereof  be  preserved  for  the  pious  and  rellgl- 
.  '    ^Qrposes  for  which  the  same  were  designed;  and  that  it  should  be  free  and 
^*u|   to  the  Presbyterians  then  residing  or  that  should  at  any  time  thereafter 
I    ^^^Ident  in  or  near  the  aforesaid  City  of  New  York  in  America,  or  others  Join- 
^'   '^Ith  them  to  convene  In  the  aforesaid  Church  for  the  Worship  of  God  in  all 
^  .^^rts  thereof,  and  for  the  Dispensation  of  all  Gospel  Ordinances,  and  gen- 
jjj     ^   to  use  and  occupy  the  said  Church  and  its  Appurtenances  fully  and  freely 
^     ^'1     times  coming,    they   supporting   and   maintaining   the   Edifice   and   Appur- 

p***^e«  at  their  own  Charge. 

(>lj       ^t    the  said  Church  and  Congregation  greatly  increasing  under  the  Pastoral 

g„^  '"^e   of  Mr.   Ebenezer  Pemberton  the  second  Minister  thereof,  the  Petitioners 

tj,^      ^tilers,   with  the  help  of  further  charitable  Contributions,   were  obliged   for 

y,g      *^*^ater   Convenience   of   the   Members   of   the   said    Congregation    to   enlarge 

hurici^'*^   Church,  and  did  accordingly  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 

bQji^  •*^<i  and  forty  eight  erect  and  compleat  their  present  Church,  being  an  Edifice 

gT€kr»      ^^^  Stone  in  length  eighty  Feet,  and  about  sixty  Feet  in  breadth.     That  the 

8^1^  *^<J.    whereon   the  said   Church   is   built   Is  situated  In   the  North   ward  of  the 

br^_      ^^ity    of    New    York,    in    the    North-easterly    side   of    Wall    Street,    end    is    In 

lei^^tli  fronting  the  said  street,  and  also  In  the  rear  eighty  eight  Feet,  ond  in 

•jv*  *^  on  each  side  about  one  hundred  and  Twenty  Foot,  all  English  measure, 
gf^  ^t  the  said  Congregation  Is  since  become  still  more  numorous.  and  tliat  they 
jQ^  ^^^  desirous  to  secure  their  Church  and  the  Cemetery  thereunto  adjoining 
tii^fc.  ^^qulre  a  further  Estate  for  the  better  support  of  the  Gospel,  and  to  enlarge 
oti^-^  Cemetery  for  the  more  decent  Interment  of  their  I>ead.  and  to  enjoy  such 
th^  ^^Powets  and  Privileges  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  better  maintenance  of 
jl^^^^^orship  of  Almighty  God  among  them,  according  to  the  Westminister  Confes- 
ot  Faith,  Catechisms,  and  Directory. 
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That  your  Majesty's  Subjects  of  the  Province  of  New  York,  Dutch  and  EngflA^b, 
of  the  Presbyterian  Perswasion,  are  a  great  Majority  of  the  whole  number  o^  *ti 
inhabitants,  and  boast  the  most  undlssembled  Loyalty  and  attachment  to  ^^onr 
Majesty's  Person  Family  and  Government,  and  most  sincerely  and  ardently  ^T-my 
for  the  Succession  of  the  Crown  in  your  Royal  House. 

That  there  is  no  general  Establishment  of  Rates  for  the  Building  and  repalrinf 
of  Churches,  and  the  support  of  the  Minister  of  the  Gospel  in  this  Colony;  anA    tlie 
whole  charge  of  supporting  the  Worship  of  God  is  therefore  defrayed  by  anA    de- 
pends upon  voluntary  Contributions :  and  tho'  a  Freedom  from  compulsory  r>«LWi 
among  Protestants  of  such   various  Denominations   will  render  any  attempts    to 
force  a  Uniformity  detrimental  to  the  Public  Peace,  and  obstruct  the  settlenaent 
and  Growth  of  the  Country:  yet  since  every  Congregation  stands  in  need  of  some 
Estate  for  pious  Uses,  and  the  suspicious  confldenee  in  private  Trustees  inevitsubly 
expose  tficin  to  numberless  Inconveniencies  and  Discouragements  the  OoTemors  of 
this  and  the  neighbouring  Province  of  New  Jersey  have  wisely  thought  fit  to  srftnt 
Charters  of  Incorporations  to  sundry  Churches  both  of  the  Episcopal  and  Presbj- 
terlan  Denominations,  incorporating  them  and  enabling  them  to  receive  Benefac- 
tions,  maintain  a   Succession,  and  make  Bye-Laws  for  the  Government  of  tbtf' 
Members;  and  by  this  Means  a  sufficient  Encouragement  of  religious  Worship  lui0 
been  given  without  the  legislative  aid. 

Humbly  presuming,  that  the  Church  to  which  Your  Majesty's  Petitioners  belong* 
would  have  the  same  Countenance,  a  Petition  was  sometime  ago  preferred  for  * 
Charter,  to  Mr.  De  Lancey,  lately  Lieutenant  Governor  of  this  Province;  bat   as 
the  Lutheran  Congregation  of  this  City,  have  been  dissapointed  in  a  like  applica- 
tion, and  your  Petitioners  are  advised  that,  for  want  of  an  express  Power  In  tli^ 
Governor's  Commission,  there  may  be  some  doubt,   whether  a  Charter  of  Incor- 
poration granted  here  will  be  valid  unless  Your  Majesty  will  be  graciously  ^leMMcd 
to  give  an  Instruction  for  that  Purpose;  and  as  the  old  English  Statutes  of   unl' 
formlty  do  not  extend  to  America;  and  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  your    &»*'• 
portant  Dominions  abroad,  depend  not  only  upon  their  enjoyment  of  the  lAt>^^^ 
of  Conscience,  but  the  equal    Eye    of    the    Sovereign    upon    falthfull    and    loT^ 
Protestants  of  every  Denomination,  and  especially  those  of  the  two  Commoisi^'^ 
established  in  Great  Britain. 

Your  Majesty's  Petitioners  most  humbly  pray,  that  Your  Majesty  would  ** 
graciously  pleased  to  issue  Your  Royal  Command  under  the  PrIvj  Sigiict  ^^^ 
Sign  Manual  to  the  Governor  or  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  said  Province  and  '^^ 
Council  for  the  time  being  and  all  other  officers  therein  concerned  under  tl*^**** 
immediately  after  the  receipt  thereof,  to  grant  and  confirm  the  Premisses  to  S^^^ 
Petitioners  and  to  create  them  a  Body  Politick  and  Corporate  In  Deed  and  ^ 
name,  by  the  Name  and  Stile  of  **  The  Ministers,  Elders,  Deacons  and  Tni«**^*^ 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  the  City  of  New  York  according  to  the  Westmin^^f' 
Confession  of  Faith,  Catechisms  and  Directory,  agreeable  to  the  present  c*^^^ 
llshed  Church  of  Scotland;"  and  that  they  and  their  Successors  may  be  thcr^^J 
enabled  under  the  Great  Seal  of  the  said  Province  to  hold  and  enjoy  the  Premi»^*^ 
and   to   acquire   and   hold   a   further   Estate,   and   enjoy  such   other   Powers    ^^ 


Privileges  as  may   be  necessary   for  the  pious  Uses  aforesaid,   expressed  In 
form  of  a  Charter;  which,  that  your  Majesty  may  be  more  fully  apprised  of         .^ 
whole  aim   of  your   Petitioners,    Is   hereunto   annexed,   or  that   Your  Majesty      ^^ 
whose  Grace  and  Clemency,   Your  People  have  the  fullest  Confidence,  would  ^ 

pleased  to  grant  them  such  other  aid.   Protection  and  Countenance,  as  to   "^^ 
Royal  Wisdom  shall  seem  meet. 
And  Your  Majesty's  Petitioners,  as  in  Duty  bound,  will  ever  pray;  etc 
John  Rogers  Peter  Rlcker 

Jos.  Treat  Thos.  Smith 

Wm.   Smith  Whitehead  Hicks 

P.  V.  B.  Livingston  Wm.  Smith,  Jr. 

Jno.  Smith  John  Lasher,  Jr. 

Garret  Noel  Joseph  Hallett 

Thos.  Jacknon  John  Dunlap 

Nathl.  McKlnly  Peter  R.   Livingston 

John  Stephens  Jno.  Morin  Scott. 

New  York. 

18th  March.  170G.  -Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  Vol.  111.  pp.  300-3. 

(See  July  20,  1766.  Feb.  7,  1767,  Aug.  6,  1767.) 
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Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Letters. 

86,  April  7th.     Art  9.     The  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  re- 
Jiat  they  had  received  several  letters  from  New  York, 
le  from  Rev.  Leadley,  (Laidlie.) 

le  from  the  members  of  the  Consistory,  dated  September  28, 
,  to  which  they  had  prepared  an  answer.  This  was  read  to  the 
nbly  and  approved  for  sending. 

German  letter  was  received  from  New  Y^'ork,  dated  February 
766.     This  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  Rev.  Kessler,  with  the 
«t  that  at  the  next  Classis  he  would  please  to  give  an  account 
xiv.  61. 

Classis  of  Amsteirj>am  to  the  Conferentie  [or  the 
SEMBLY  Subordinate  to  the  Classis],  April  7,  1766. 
>L.  31,  Page  251.     No.  160. 

:he  Rev.  Gentlemen,  subordinate  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam; 

(Irs  and  Brethren:— 

a  answer  to  your  letter,  written  by  Rev.  Rltzema.  dated  Sept.  10th,  [1765], 
swer:  We  hope  that  our  letter  to  the  so-called  Ck>etus,  [June  3,  1765]  of 
you  received  a  copy,  will  enable  them  to  see  the  inconsistency  of  the  opinions 
onduct  of  those  who  separate  themselves  from  the  Classis;  and  also  the 
iibility  of  their  accomplishing  their  purposes.  In  order  that  peace,  which 
«n  lost  in  your  country,  may  be  re-established,  it  is  our  hope  that  the  God 
ce  may  prepare  you  all  for  it.  We  are  pleased  to  hear  of  the  arrival  of  Rev. 
k.  May  God  render  his  work  acceptable  to  his  saints,  and  may  the  labors 
B  man  of  peace,  for  such  we  take  him  to  be,  promote  that  precious  boon, 
ling  to  our  ability  we  shall  send  over  candidates,  in  order  to  take  away  the 
ions  of  the  Coetus:  [that  the  cost  of  sending  over  ministers  with  families  was 
f  great;  See  Sept.  10,  1765.]  W^e  are  glad  that  the  congregations  are  so  far 
i6,  that  you  think  it  unnecessary  to  send  over  more  ministers,  at  present; 
least,  until  further  requested.  Nevertheless,  you  are  expecting  Rev.  Acmllius, 
'as  mentioned  in  a  previous  letter;  but  it  will  be  impossible  for  him  to  come 
because  of  certain  Important  events  which  have  occurred.  But  on  account 
interest  in  your  congregations,  we  will  try  to  send  over  some  one  else. 
Inform  us  that  the  so-called  rresbyterlans  are  looking  out  for  a  Professor 
heology]  for  their  Academy,  [at  Princeton],  N.  J.;  and  that  the  Coetus 
en  already  have  their  eye  on  one,  and  [together,  they]  hope  to  call  a  Pro- 
for  themselves.  This  rumor  had  not  before  reached  us;  but  we  will  consider 
fitter  when  the  request  comes. 

h.  letter  has  also  been  received,  signed  by  Revs.  Rltzema  and  De  Ronde, 
Oct.  29th  [1765.]  In  this  we  are  Informed  of  a  meeting  of  the  Consistory 
V  York,  on  Oct.  7th  1765,  at  wh^ch  the  l^resldent  was  asked  to  appoint  three 
with  the  ministers,  to  attend  the  meeting  [of  the  Conferentie]  of  Oct.  8th 
,  in  order  to  read  the  letters  from  the  Rev.  Clas.*«ls.  But  the  Consistory 
ed  that  It  would  act  Independently  both  of  the  Conferentie  and  the  Coetus, 
lerefore,  no  elders  will  be  appointed.     They  would,  however,  conduct  thom- 
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selves  according  to  the  letter  written  to  Classis  In  1754  [Oct.  17.]  Rev.  Lalt 
also  agreed  to  this;  which  was,  that  they  [the  consistory]  hold  themselves  suboi 
nate  directly  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.  Whereupon  you  read  the  answer 
onr  Classis  [July  21,  1755],  to  that  letter  [of  1754].  but  your  determlnal 
remained  fixed,  to  continue  Independent. 

We  may  remark  to  you.  In  passing,  that  we  are  sorry  that  you  have  to  stms 
so  hard  against  those,   [Laldlle,  the  elders,  etc.],  who  so  far  as  their  declaretl 
go,  seem  to  be  In  entire  agreement  with  you,  and  to  be  willing  to  conduct  th« 
selves  In  subordination  to  the  Rev.  Classis.     Nevertheless,  at  the  same  time,  ti 
do  not  seem  to  be  willing  to  co-operate  toward  sealing  the  bonds  of  peace, 
toward   preserving  inviolate  In   your   land   the   Constitution   of  the   Church, 
regards  the  principal   matter,   we  will  reply  thereto,   directly  to  the   [Elders  t 
Deacons  of  the]  church  who  have  said  the  same  things  as  yourselves  in  a  letter 
us.     As  to  the  rest,  we  thank  you  for  the  information  we  have  received  on  cert 
matters,  which  the  Consistory  had  written  to  us  against  you   [the  Conferentl 
We  will  avail  ourselves  of  your  statement  about  this  matter,  In  our  reply  to 
Consistory,   with  the  hope  that  by  our  words  of  gentleness,  we  may  turn  as 
their  opposition. 

Meanwhile,  they  make  complaint  that,  except  once,  the  elders  have  not  b< 
asked  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  Conferentie  since  1754.  You  report  In  referei 
to  this  matter,  that  there  was  nothing  to  do  [In  the  Conferentie]  but  to  writ 
letter  to  the  Classis  and  make  a  report  on  the  churches;  that  in  reference  to 
Important  matters  they  were  consulted.  Nevertheless,  since  the  year  1754,  th 
must  have  occurred  circumstances  more  than  once  [In  which  they  should  have  b< 
consulted] ;  and  It  Is  certainly  true,  that  in  a  good  church  government,  elders  ) 
also  rulers,  and  It  is  therefore,  only  Just  that  they  should  be  asked  to  participa 
[in  your  deliberations].  The  Classis  understands,  that  if  It  is  not  essential  ta  c 
them  in  for  everything;  yet  the  letters  to  the  Classis,  and  the  report  of  the  Chnr 
do  not  belong  to  the  ministry  alone,  but  to  the  entire  Consistory.  May  God  gn 
you  mutual  forbearance,  and  to  be  sealous  always  to  do  that  which  is  right. 

In  reference  to  your  postscript:  The  Classis  thinks  it  would  be  rather  hard 
erase  the  names,  from  the  Ministerial  Register,  of  all  those  who  belong  to  1 
so-called  Coetus  party.  This  would  rather  tend  to  drive  them  further  away  tl 
to  improve  them.  [There  is  a  paranomasla  here  in  the  Dutch:  veritrrfn  rs.  r 
heieren.  This  might  be  freely  reproduced— tend  to  embitter  them,  rather  than 
better  them.]  Our  aim,  as  Christians,  should  always  be,  although  this  may  i 
always  seem  to  us  to  be  the  best  way,  to  win  our  brethren;  especially,  since  it 
always  possible,  that  through  our  letters,  the  eyes  of  .<»ome  of  them  may  be  open 
so  that  they  will  return  to  us.  But  they  might  all  the  more  hold  themseli 
aloof,  if  they  understood  that  their  names  had  already  been  stricken  oflf  the  poll. 
In  another  letter  of  Nov.  22nd,  1765,  you  refer  to  the  Minutes  of  the  [C< 
ferentle]  Assembly  held  Oct.  8  [-10],  1765.  We  thank  you  for  the  Informal 
given.  We  have  examined  the  list  of  those  who  were  present  In  that  "Assemi 
of  the  Brethren  who  are  subordinate  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam."  It  also  seen 
clear  to  us  therefrom,  that  the  same  parties  were  generally  accustomed  to 
present  at  those  Assemblies. 

We  remark,  first:  That  we  are  sorry  that  the  number  of  the  churches,  who  hi 
themselves  to  their  first  obligations  to  the  Classis,  Is  so  small;  and  that.  too.  amo 
churches  which  have  caused  the  Classes  the  most  trouble.  But  we  understai 
Brethren,  that  this  Is  grevloua  to  you  ns  well  as  to  ua.— And  In  the  second  pta 
That  the  numbers  In  your  Assembly  would  be  greater  If  the  wishes  of  the  congi 
gations  were  fulfilled  by  their  ministers,  who  are  disaffected.  This  appears  fn 
the  very  constitution  of  the  Assembly,  In  which  several  elders  appear  without  th< 
ministers.  The  same  fact  also  appears  from  the  action  taken  at  this  Assembly 
regard  to  these  same  minihters,  whose  replies  you  were  kind  enough  to  send  \ 
While  the  Rev.  Classis  rejoices  at  your  zeal  in  endeavoring  to  retain  those  chuK;h< 
and  commends  the  prudent  action  taken  by  you,  in  reference  to  Rev.  Verbryi 
pastor  at  Tappan,  and  Rev.  Meyer,  pastor  at  Kingston;  yet  the  Classis  is  griev 
at  the  contents  of  their  letters  written  to  you;  for  they  surely  break  all  bonds 
subordination,  and  overturn  all  well-established  order.  As  to  the  rest,  the  Clasj 
thinks  that  you  will  do  well  to  assist  these  distressed  churches,  and  to  lend  them 
hand  quo  via  meliori  modo,  provided  always  that  the  gentle  spirit  of  our  Great  Lo 
and  Master  shines  through  all  your  conduct. 


OP  THE  State  op  New  York.  4051 

Sot,  by  the  way:  although  Rev.  Meyer  declares  that  he  was  not  called  through 
bot  was  sent  [to  Klngstonl  directly  from  Groningen;  nevertheless  he  went  unto 
a  land  whose  churches  belonged  under  the  ecclesiastical  government  of  the  Nether- 
lands; and  to  a  congregation  which  belonged  to  the  Glassis  of  Amsterdam.  As  a 
naatter  of  course,  therefore,  if  he  enters  into  such  relations,  he  becomes  subject  to 
tl&e  ruling  power.  The  Rev.  Glassis.  however,  desires  to  make  inquiry,  whether, 
in  hlB  call,  any  mention  was  made  of  this  matter?  Also,  do  you  know,  whether, 
<>n  tlie  arrival  of  these  [other]  gentlemen  [Gock  and  Kern]  in  their  respective 
clmrcheB,  their  ecclesiastical  relations  [thereby  formed]  were  brought  to  their 
Attention,  and  whether  they  expressed  themselves  thereon?  If  these  things  did 
not  take  place,  the  Glassis  can  only  pity  those  churches  which  were  thus  deceived; 
neltlier  can  we  see  any  remedy  for  their  troubles.  But  if  In  any  of  these  churches 
tills  matter  was  attended  to,  then  those  men  may  be  compelled  to  fulfill  their  obli- 
ffntlons;  or,  if  they  refuse,  other  means  should  be  employed  with  them,  out  of 
v^cf^rd  for  those  churches. 

Tile  Glassis  observes  from  your  conduct  that  you  do  not  court  persecution,  but 
only   wish  to  be  prepared  to  resist  the  violence  of  others.     For  all  these  evils  have 
brought  about  by  the  sowing  of  evil  seed  by  the  brethren  of  the  Goetus;  as  is 
case  with  all  Separatists.     [But  see  under  Oct.  1,  1754;  Aug.  11,  1755.]     And 
^Itbough  the  Glassis  Is  convinced  of  this,  nevertheless,  Worthy  Brethren,  we  take 
liberty  to  submit  to  your  consideration,  whether  it  is  not  better  to  keep  discre- 
ever  in  view;  especially  when  we  perceive  that  by  certain  measures  we  offend 
of  the  brethren.     Is  it  not  better  to  let  some  things  go,  than  to  do  them, 
with  a  good  conscience,  if  It  be  thought  that  they  will  give  offence?     Do  not 
>'your  demands  too  severe.  Brethren.     For  the  sake  of  him  that  Is  weak,  we 
(t  sometimes  yield  a  little.     I  will  eat  no  meat  while  the  world  standeth  lest 
my  brother  to  offend. 

to  come  to  the  point  in  relation  to  this  remark.     It  is  a  true  mark  of  a 
-mine  minister  of  the  Gospel,  to  be  instant  In  season  and  out  of  season;  to  sow 
le  all  waters.     But  it  does  not  follow  from  this  that  he  is  obliged  to  go  and 
Lch  the  Gospel,  either  in  private  houBes  or  churches,  where  he  does  not  properly 
j;  neither  should  he  do  this  in  a  language  with  which  he  is  not  familiar;  nor 
***    •   language,  for  service  in  which  another  had  been  specially  called,  and  who  does 
L<Jh,  publicly.  In  that  language,  the  Word  of  God.     [Referring  to  De  Ronde  and 
l^ie.l 

^^ow  offences  may  the  more  easily  be  removed  when  it  Is  once  admitted  that  the 

K**«>nnd  of  the  offence  is  a  matter  of  little  Importance.     The  particular  duties  of 

I.  for  the  edification  of  the  church,  must  be  ro  performed,  thnt  each  fulfills  just 

niniatratlon  to  which  he  was  called:  while  other  duties  must  be  left  to  those 

wlio  Were  called  to  perform  them.     Otherwise,  one  runs  the  risk  of  becoming  a 

"^■T  body  in  other  men's  matters.     [I  Pet.  4:15.]     And  who  knows,  Brethren,  but 

^at  this  is  one  of  those  [small  1  things  which  the  Gonsistory  [the  Elders]  of  New 

Jj^^'  object  to,  and  consider  hard,  and  that,  therefore,  they  refuse  to  appear  In 

*J*  CfHiferentie  Assembly;  for,  in  other  respects,  they  say  they  are  submissive  to 

Jr*   Glassis.     Now  your  good   sense,   joined   with  a   reasonable  «eal, — (would  that 

^  Glassis  could  succeed  In  convincing  itself  that  your  conduct  was  always  godly 

'^""^fyour  good  sense]  will  prompt  yon  readily  to  bid  adieu  to  all  such  lines  of 

^^^'*.  when  you  perceive  thereby  that  ill-feellnga  may  be  allayed,  discords  lessened, 

J^  I^rhaps  the  wills  of  those  in  opposition,  be  brought  into  agreemont.— We  must 

*"^»    that  we  were  pleased  with  the  good  order  observed,  and  the  excellent  dlrec- 

**  ^r  business  In  that  Assembly:     [Oot.  8-10.  17flr>l.     The  remark  at  the  close  of 

-      *"    Jfcilnutes,  was  very  agreeable  to  the  Glassis,  viz.,  that  yon  were  dotprmlnod  to 

^'o^    in  the  steps  of  the  Glassis  and  leave  the  Goetus  brethern  to  themselves;  to 

^     ^    by  those  congregations  which  desire  our  counsel  ond  aid  by  word  and  deed. 

^^    ^^^lleve  that  this  is  the  best  way  to  frustrate  that  notion  that  yon  are  acting 

J^  fimbition. 
j9^  ^  learn  with  sorrow  that  among  the  restrictions  upon  yonr  prIvIl(»;:eH  are  these: 
nil  ^  >our  rights  of  possession  In  some  of  the  Dutch  chnrr]»i«s  arc  either  altogether 
y^  **^ted,  or  are  diminished  and  rostrlctod:  but  thnt  those  rights  wore  granted 
^^^  ^y  a  Gharter  given  by  King  William  III.  You  express  the  opinion  that  it 
ev^^'^  ^  '^^^^  'or  you  to  petition  the  King  [George  III]  In  the  hope  that  thus 
*^thing  might  be  set  right;  for  [you  say]  your  church  is  regarded  In  England 
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as  a  National  Chnrch,  entitled  to  hold  property,  and  that  a  similar  Charter  haa 
been  granted  to  no  other  church. 

In  response,  we  say,  that  It  seems  to  Clnssls  only  reasonable,  that  if  a  Chareh  ta 
to  continue  In  existence.   It   must  be  able  to  retain  Its  property,  yet  we  doobt 
whether  the  plan  you  propose  would  be  the  best.     For,  Brethren,  according  to  your 
plan,  would  not  the  business  be  viewed  from  a  political  standpoint     For,  notwith- 
standing we  have  plainly  shown  In  our  former  letter,  that  the  pretence  of  the  oath 
[to.  the  English  sovereign]  was  of  little  Importance,  according  to  the  opinion  of  tlie 
Classls;  yet  the  same  finds  protectio  with  lawyers,  (for  we  have  received  legal  opin-' 
ions  from  two  parties,   [Wm.  Smith  and  Wm.  Livingston]  on  this   subject,)  an<|. 
which  protectio  would  be  taken  advantage  of  by  the  Coetus  brethren.     And,  hoir«.» 
ever  properly  your  plan  might  be  brought  forward  at  the  right  time,  although  yc^-^ 
might  have  your  characters  defamed  before  the  King,  thereby,  on  loose  groon^^ 
yet  now.  Instead  of  gaining  your  object,  you  might  run  the  risk  of  being  acconnf 
rebels,  and  thus  actually  retard  your  cause.     We  think,  therefore,  that  while 
still  have  a  certain  share  of  church  property,  it  is  better  for  you  to  be 
with  the  same.     There  yet  remain  churches  which  give  evidence  that  will  not 
mlt  to  that  lordship  [the  Coetus,]  and  who  will  therefore  maintain  their  prlvih 
and  property  [for  themselves.]     it  is  best,  therefore,  for  you  to  give  such  charc^^es 
all  possible  encouragement,  and  to  keep  in  good  understanding  with  them.* 

Indeed,  would  not  the  taking  of  such  a  step,  which  we  disapprove,  at  least  ^o 
the  present,  foster  that  prejudice  In  them  as  to  your  ambition.  It  seems.  theref^TC 
better  to  us  to  put  your  opponents  to  shame  and  to  heap  coals  of  fire  on  their  he^^d 
by  setting  them  an  example  of  charity  and  meekness;  not  that  we  doubt  that  ^'O^ 
already  have  these  graces.  Brethren,  but  we  would  that  they  might  abide  in 
and  be  increased. 

But  lot  us  speak  now  of  a  few  particular  points:    First,  about  private  gatlierliB; 
held  in  New  York  by  women  and  youth  for  the  Exposition  of  the  Bible:  and  for 
arranging  for  other  private  gatherings,  which  is  done  with  closed  doors,  and  wla.^ 
no  one  Is  admitted  but  those  who  have  Christ  in  the  heart.     This  Is  done  in  oi 
that  all  preferences   [of  ministers?]  may  be  made  only  according  to  consciene^^ 
You  may  easily  understand  what  we  think  of  such  things,  from  our  remarks 
preaching  away  from  one*s  appointed  place.     Do  they  not  always,  as  a  mattei 
course,  choose  a  minister  who  is  preaching  somewhere  else  than  where  his  appoln 
congregation  is?  or  one  whose  own  congregation  Is  not  accustomed  to  be  edifl< 
And  if  such  things  are  done  by  women  and  youth  in  any  place,  it  is  still  more  c* 
splcuous  and  improper.     These  latter  must  be  considered  as  lording  it  over 
feelings,  which  is  quite  out  of  place,  for  this  belongs  only  to  God;  and  then 
shutting  out  others,  they  arc  dimming  their  own  light. 

Now  about  that  matter,  and  other  things  pertaining  to  property,  we  have  receli 
also  a  private  letter,  signed  by  Abel  Hardenbrock,  Jacob  Stoutenberg  and 
Van  Wagenen,  who  style  themselves  a  Committee.     They  are  sealous  in  advocatC- 
their  own  rif^bts,  and  are  of  your  own  opinion  in  reference  to  the  condition  of  t^ 
New  York  Church.     We  cannot.  Brethren,  reply  to  every  person  separately, 
we  have  already  declared  in   our  letter  of  Oct.   3rd,   1763.     This  offended  th< 
brethren;  but  we  acted  thus,  not  because  we  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  thei 
personally,  but  because  we  cannot  deal  with  every  separate  individual.     We  wrL 
upon   all  affairs   to   the  Assembly  of   the   Subordinate   Brethren.     If,    then,   the- 
parties  are  known  to  you,  and  you  think  proper  to  give  them  light,  they  may  recel' 
it  from  letters  addressed  to  you:  e.«»pccially  since  their  letter,  as  well  as  tliat 
Rev.  De  Ronde,  are  of  similar  contents. 

Finally,  we  received  a  supplement  to  a  pamphlet  [De  Ronde's]  approved  by  Re"^* 
Classls  in  April  1764,  treating  of  "The  rro<»ession  of  the  Holy  Ghost."     The  Re^. 
Classis  understands  that  althoufrh  It  is  a  supplement  to  a  book  already  approved* 
yet  as  it  treats  of  a  certain  point  of  d()rtrlne,  that  this  has  been  sent  also  for  oof 
approbation.     We  discover  some  objootionable  expressions.     We  do  wish  that  the 
author  had  expressed  himself  more  clearly;  yet  we  notice  nothing  that  we  deem 
unorthodox. 

♦The  Classls  entirely  misapprehended  the  nlluslons  to  the  Charter,  etc.  [See  Letter 
Oct.  22,  1765].  The  Coetus  Brethren  [the  stronjrer  party  of  the  two],  held  a  majority 
of  the  churches.  Manv  of  these  churches  had  their  own  independent  charters;  wt 
the  Classls  seems  to  have  thought  that  the  Charter  of  the  Church  in  the  City  of 
New  York,  granted  by  William  III  In  1696.  was  a  general  charter  of  all  Dotch 
churches  collectively,  or  as  we  would  now  say,  the  Incorporation  of  the  Denomination. 
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^e  now  close  .this  onr  lengrthy  letter  which  accompanies  the  Minutes  of  the 
^y&od  of  North  Holland,  held  at  Harlem  In  1765.  with  an  earnest  prayer,  that  the 
^Irlt  of  wisdom,  steadfastness,  prudence  and  meekness  may  take  full  possession 
^  7onr  souls,  and  strengthen  you,  so  as  to  lead  to  the  ending  of  all  disputes. 

Etc.,  etc. 

John  Kalkoen,  President  etc.,  etc. 
William   Van  den  Brock,   Scribe,  etc.,  etc. 
^  Classls,  Amsterdam  April  7,  1766. 

The  Classis  of  Amstejrdam  to  Rev.  Archibald  Laidlie,  April 

7,  1766.     Vol.  31,  Page  260.     No.  161. 

To  Rev.  [Archibald]   Leadly,  [Laidlie]  minister  In  New  York. 

R^^.   and  Esteemed  Brother :~ 

The  Classis  was  rejoiced  to  receive  your  letter  and  to  be  informed  by  yourself 
concerning  not  only  the  basis  on  which  you  acted,  but  the  actual  facts,  as  stated 
^   yourself— in  the  Church  of  New  York. 

The  basis  of  your  work  consisted  in  the  fact  that  you  were  installed  [for  that 
field]  by  the  Rey.  Classis,  on  Feb.  5,  1763,  and  that  you  promised,  then  and  there, 
to  maintain  "Correspondence"  [with  the  Classis];  but  you  say  that  you  do  not 
remember'  that  anything  was  then  said  to  you  particularly  about  the  distressing 
dlap^jtea  there  existing,  or  even  that  there  were  any  dispute  at  all;  that  Classis 
4ld  not  then  instruct  you  as  to.  the  origin  of  any  dispute,  nor  how  to  carry  your- 
■elf  In  reference  to  them,  nor  which  party  to  join;  and,  therefore,  that  you  con- 
■Idered  that  you  were  left  entirely  free. 

'S'oa  also  say  that  upon  your  arrival  you  did  not  find  such  very  great  divisions; 
tl^t  certain  divisions  have  arisen  since,  and  still  continue,  and  take  up  a  large 
*l^i^e  of  attention;  and  that  divisions  also  manifest  themselves  in  your  own 
tKi&SUsh-speaking]  congregation;  but  you  felt  that  you  must  not  encourage  either 
^  tliese  factions;  that  you  ought,  if  possible,  to  minimise  them;  and  that,  there- 
''***^»  whenever  you  found  yourself  in  the  presence  of  brethren  of  either  party,  you 
^^t.  perfectly  convinced,  in  your  own  heart,  that  it  was  your  duty  to  join  yourself 
^  Kfteither  of  the  disputants.  Y^ou  were  determined,  however,  simply  to  maintain 
^^'^  necessary  "Correspondence"  with  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  in  the  same  way 
**  ^^nm  common  before  the  formation  of  either  of  the  present  Assemblies,  [the 
^^'^•tiis  or  the  Conferentle.l 

^ov  persisted  on  this,  your  determination,  while  you  were  a  stranger  and  did 

^^    yet  understand  exactly  how  matters  stood;  for  you  were  assured  that  your 

*^^^*^l]ig  either  party  would  only  cause  the  fires  of  contention  to  bum  more  strongly 

^   your  own  congregation;  and  that  if  you  would  be  of  any  service,  whatever,  you 

'^'^^•t  remain  entirely  neutral.     And  then  your  continuation  in  such  a  course,  [you 

**^1  was  for  these  reasons:  because  there  were  found  certain  things,  in  the  prln- 

^Pl«t  of  the  Conferentie  party,  as  well  as  in  their  conduct,  which  did  not  please 

'^^»  and  that  these  circumstances  also  decided  you  to  remain  neutral;  that  this 

'^^ty  wa«  yet  struggling  along  without  reaching  any  practical  results;  and  that 

^^.  therefore,  fell  in  with  the  idea  of  the  New  York  Consistory,  which  wrote  ns 

J  '^tter  in  1754,*  [Oct.  17],  and  which  now  again  has  written  us  a  letter.  (Oct.  24, 

'^^.)  of  the  same  purport,  and  which  we  will,  in  due  time,  answer;  and  that  you 

■t«nd    in    the  same  opinions  and    sentiments   as   those   mombers,    and    that   their 

*^«iiIon  Is  that  of  a  majority;  yet  that  there  are  a  very  few,  who,  as  you  remark, 

'^^'^ve  of  nothing  which  tends  toward  unity. 

^<*Hr  meaning  is  well-understood   by   Classis,   which  cannot   now   refrain   from 
*^eilng  you  in  a  kind  and  fraternal  manner. 

^*  Rev.  Classis,  indeed,  at  your  Installation,  requested  you  to  maintain  "Cor- 
^Ddence"  with  the  Classis.     By  this,  nothing  else  was,  nor  could  have  been 
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ci^^^tilB  letter  says  that  they  separate  themselves  from  the  Coetus,  and  resume  the 
to  ^i^^pondence  or  their  own  church  with  the  Classis,  independent  of  any  relation 
^^%  Coetus. 
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meant,  but  that  condition  which  Is  known  ai  "Subordination  to  the  Cla; 
whatever  other  name  yon  may  be  pleased  to  give  It;  and  which  is  ezhlbltc 
conduct  of  the  Conferentie.  We  say  that  Claseis  conld  have  meant  noth 
In  requesting  '*Corre<ipondence"  with  you,  who  were  about  to  go  to  ■ 
country,  whose  Church  Polity  stood  in  a  certain  [inferior]  relation  to  the 
It  is  undeniable  that  our  request  must  have  fully  corresponded  to  that  rria 
for  the  very  purpose  of  keeping  that  relationship  unchanged.  By  "Correspc 
Glassis  meant  the  exhibition  of  such  a  course  of  conduct  as  would  natural 
fnmi  the  very  nature  of  the  relation  between  the  ohurch  of  New  York 
Glassis  of  Amsterdam.  If  Classis  did  not  tell  you  just  how  to  act,  and  wl 
to  join,  it  was  because  she  took  it  for  granted  that,  when  you  saw  whic 
brethren  there  conducted  themselves  toward  the  Classis  agreeably  to  th* 
mental  laws  of  the  Church,  and  which  of  them  departed  therefrom,  you  w 
need  special  instructions  from  the  Classis  but  that  you  would  easily  disc< 
what  you  were  to  do.  Consider  then.  Brother,  what  must  have  been  the 
of  the  Rev.  Classis,  and  you  can  then  answer  whether  you  have  conducted 
according  to  the  intentions  of  the  Classis.  You  now  know  what  the  Class 
by  "Correspondence".  It  was  not  any  new  thing,  but  comprehended  j 
subordinate  relation  in  which  the  church  of  New  York  continues  to  stand 

It  would  seem  also  that  you  had  some  idea  of  thus  understanding  t 
You  profess  your  willingness  to  keep  up  a  "Correspondence"  in  the  way  ! 
it  was  done  before  the  formation  of  either  of  the  Assemblies  which  now 
New  York.  It  is  just  this  which  Classis  now  seeks,  has  sought,  and  will 
to  seek.  For  the  organisation  of  distinct  Assemblies,  as  well  as  the  names 
them,  did  not  originate  with  the  Classis,  but  were  suggested  by  those  v 
now  altogether  ceased  corresponding  with  us,  as  that  correspondence  wai 
conducted,  because  they  wish  to  separate  from  the  bond  of  such  relations 
gether.  Now  that  which  is  earnestly  striven  after  by  the  Conferentie 
which  is  subordinate  to  the  Classis,  is  the  preservation  of  this  "Correspc 
in  the  sa^ie  way  as  it  has  formerly  been  conducted.  This  plainly  appe 
(1)  the  exchange  of  letters  which  we  keep  up  with  those  brethren;  (2)  i 
requirements  of  the  churches  [upon  their  ministers],  which  may  be  sec 
many  words,  in  the  call  of  FlshklU  on  Rev.  [Isaac]  Rysdyck.  which  call  he 
accepted  under  his  own  subscription  thereto;  and  (3)  from  the  grief  ezpr 
the  churches  of  Kingston  and  Tappan,  in  that  their  pastors  [Meyer  and  V 
set  themselves  against  the  wishes  of  their  churches,  and,  therefore,  their 
tions"  to  Classis  are  broken. 

Is  not  this  your  conception  of  the  matter?  For  we  cannot  permit  oun 
think  that  in  the  use  of  the  word  "Correspondence",  yon  should  understi 
thing  else— anything  different  from  what  the  Conferentie  brethren  meant  by 
dlnatlon";  for  you  yourself  also  say  that  you  wish  to  maintain  the  "Cot 
ence"  in  the  same  way  in  which  it  was  maintained  before  the  formation 
of  the  present  existing  Assomblles,   [the  Coetus  or  Conferentie]. 

You  will  therefore  perceive  that  the  advice  given  to  you  [by  pome]  to 
an  independent  attitude,  is  a  kind  of  counsel  which  cannot  stand.  F< 
amounts  to  this,  that  you  are  [as  you  say]  of  one  mind  with  the  [Con: 
brethren,  who  remain  under  the  Classis;  but  yet  in  promoting  a  common  i 
will  not  consult  nor  co-operate  with  thorn.  But  this  is  certainly  inco 
neither  can  such  counsel  help  toward  the  effort  to  settle  the  disputes.  I 
tainly  not  the  aim  of  the  brethren  of  the  Conferentie,  as  little  as  it  is  th 
the  Classis,  to  exercise  lordship  over  others:  but  only  to  resist  those  wl 
exercise  such  lordship,  and  deprive  the  churches  of  their  just  privileges.  1 
our  aim  to  assist  those  churches  which  are  oppressed  or  disturbed  in  the  ei 
of  their  privileges,  whether  as  to  their  ecclesiastical  rights,  or  their  civi 
such  as  the  enjoyment  of  their  church  property:  and  such  Is  also  evidcn 
desire,  [the  desire  of  the  Conferentie];  because  their  work.  In  general.  Is 
tain  the  "Correspondence".  All  this  is  evident:  because  where  the  chui 
left  undisturbed  in  their  old  relationships,  there  the  ministers  live  quietly 
at  peace  with  their  congregations. 

That  such  Is  their  disposition.  Is  also  evhlent  from  the  following:— beoa* 
wherever  there  are  any  of  the  Coetus  brethren,  they  [the  Conferentie] 
meddle  with  them  any  mOre  than  the  Classis  does;  but  they  interfere  onl 
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of  those  chnrchet,  where  both  they  and  the  Classis  know  that  Coetus 

m  are  seeking  to  Intrude— to  draw  chnrches  away  from  the  Classis;  for  such 

eoi&diict  is  the  cause  of  violent  disputes  and  commotions.     Bnt  these  things,  the 

Conferentie  brethren  can   endnre  as  little  as  the  Classis.     We  positively  declare 

tlia.'^   such  conduct  no  one  can  or  should  endure,  who  values  his  own  property  and 

pilzmdples.     He  is  in  duty  bound  to  resist  so  long  as  he  is  able,  If  he  would  not 

kno'vringly  deprive  himself  of  his  own  rights. 

^vt  then  It  follows  from  all  this,  [some  might  say]  that  if  one  will  have  noth- 
Ingr  whatever  to  do  with  those  brethren  with  whom  he  radically  disagrees,  he 
thex^by  works  into  the  hands  of  that  very  party.  For  those  who  have  laid  the 
basis  of  dispute,  make  progress  through  the  quietude  of  their  opponents,  and  thus 
ex^^nd  their  influence.  But,  wait.  Worthy  Brother.  Is  it  not  also  true  that  he 
th^^  Is  not  with  us,  is  against  us?  and  that  he  that  gathercth  not  with  us  scat- 
ter^^th?  Yea,  may  we  not  add,  that  to  remain  by  oneself,  taking  offence  at  the 
wozxl  "subordination",  and  yet  to  say  that  one  desires  to  keep  up  ''Correspond- 
ea<5^"  with  the  Rev.  Classis—  may  we  not  say  that  such  a  one  gives  out  the  idea 
thflL*^  he  understands  by  "Correspondence**  something  else  than  the  maintaining  of 
tb^  original  arrangement;  and  that  in  this,  according  to  your  opinion  as  expressed, 
yam    desire  no  part. 

"^^ell,  then.  Esteemed  Brother,  will  not  such  prejudice  find  nourishment,  and 
caiase  a  third  party  to  arise?  and  will  not  the  dispute  thus  be  made  greater,  and 
ta  the  aims  of  Classis  be  defeated?  Be  so  good  and  true  then,  for  the  accompllsh- 
nient  of  your  own  desires,  as  to  co-operate  [with  the  Classis  and  the  Conferentie.] 
W  there  be  some  things,  in  some  of  those  brethren,  [the  Conferentie],  which, 
•«*cordlng  to  your  notion,  seem  to  be  improper,  why,  fraternal  Sir,  If  we  undor- 
*^^^^  you  aright,  we  perfectly  agree  with  you  in  that  opinion,  while  we  both  seek, 
''•^^rtheless,  to  maintain  and  defend  the  Old  constitution  of  things. 

^o^r  it  is  well  to  separate  oneself,  as  regards  the  principal  matter,  from  those 

^ho  differ  as  regards  merely  accidental  circumstances.     Indeed,  seldom  do  we  find 

'^"•^'lablles  where  all  the  members  are  equally  active  in  all  things;  where  one  is 

■^t  Compelled  to  see  in  some  of  the  others,  things  which  they  would  rather  not 

'^^'       Nevertheless,  they  must  remain  united,  in  order  to  attain  the  general  ends 

•ime^    at.     And  possibly  among  those  brethren  who  are  in  favor  of  a  "Separate 

'"■^^•pondence"  [independently  of  both  parties]  there  will  be  found  those  who  are 

^  ^I'ways  of  exactly  the  same  sentiments  as  others;  or  even  on  particular  points, 

•**  >^ot  at  all  alike.     Yet  this  is  a  fact,  that  there  is  actually  something  which 

^Ittk^r  can,  nor  ought  to  be  endured?    Will  you  not,  then,  be  so  kind  as  a  lover 

*^^^ce,  to  present  these  matters  before  the  brethren,  and  seek  to  come  to  an 

^^^^'•tandlng  with  each  other.     See  if  the  stumbling  blocks  cannot  be  taken  out 

^^«  way,  and   thus  opportunity  afforded  that  brethren  may  dwell  together  In 

}^^»   that  God  may  command  his  blessing  upon  you? 

'^''•^•liy  you  declare  that  you  agree  with  the  Consistory  who  wrote  us  their 
2  *^*^>n  in  1754.  [Oct.  17,  that  they  would  cut  loose  from  the  Coetus,  and  resume 
2-*^^=^^pondlng  relations  directly  with  the  Classis];  and  who  have  now  again  [Oct. 
^  ^VW]  written  the  same.  We  will  answer  those  brethren  [the  Consistory]  in  a 
J  ^'^^ly  manner,  as  we  answered  them  in  1755, •  [July  21],  and  we  will  persevere 
^^  ^^«  same  opinion  which  we  then  expressed,  and  will  request  them  carefully  to 
y^^^<3er  it.  It  would  also  seem  that  you  approved  of  that  reply:  and  even  for  ten 
r  j*^'^  we  did  not  hear  of  your  [their]  departure  from  it;  for  the  two  oldest  pastors 

*^^<»ma  and  De  Ronde]  united  themselves  with  them,  [the  Conferentle.]+ 
^  ^^^>w.  Worthy  Sir,  we  beseech  you,  to  have  the  goodness  to  confer  with  these 
^  *^4iy  brethren,  and  deliberate  over  these  matters,  together,  and  in  the  fear  of 
^  ^-^rd.  Lay  aside  all  prejudices,  and  cry  unto  God  with  deep  proanlngs  that  Ho 
^  ?^^^  promote  the  peace  of  ZIon.  Oh!  that  our  arguments  might  be  of  sufficient 
l>^  J?^^*  *®  reunite  the  hearts  of  brethren  estranged,  and  thus  bring  comfort  to  ZIon 
^v  *^^r  mourning;  to  wipe  away  her  tears,  and  to  call  back  the  departing  favor  of 
. ^^^od  of  Peace.     Then  might  his  favor  abide  with  you  and  nevomiore  depart. 

5j|jj^ti  1764  it  was  the  whole  Consistory,  including  the  ministers:  hut  now,  llBfi.  the 
^rS^tv  and  Deacons  of  the  Dutch-speaking  churches,  independently  of  their  ministers, 

^^^•ma  and  De  Ronde,  who  were  members  of  the  Conferentie  Assembly. 
^\,T*hi8  Is  not  very  accurately  expressed,  as  the  Conferentie,  at  its  beginning,  was 
^V^Dly  a  Conference  of  four  or  five  disaffected  ministers,  and  not  until  1764  were  any 
^*^8  connected  with  them. 
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Behold  now,  this  la  our  reply  to  yoar  letter,  written  so  cordially  to  us  from  a 
sincere  heart     Onrs,  too,  is  written  to  yon,  from  sincere  hearts,  filled  with  loro 
for  yonr  congregations,  and  with  earnest  desires  for  the  glory  of  God,  bat  keeping, 
as  we  write,  a  good  conscience.     As  yoar  heart  spread  itself  ont  over  do,  beginning 
and  ending  yonr  letter,  as  yon  did,  with  benedictions;  so  we  pray  that  tbe  God  of 
all  blessing  may  confirm  them.     We  thank  yon,  onr  brother,  for  these  expressions 
of  yonr  hearty  affection.     And  be  assured  that  our  heart  is  spread  out  orer  yoi 
with  similar  benedictions.     May  God  command  unto  you  life  and  peace  forevermore. 
May  his  grace  be  sufficient  for  you;  may  his  power  sustain  you;  may  his  promise! 
refresh  you;  may  his  Spirit  comfort  you.     The  God  of  love  and  peace  be  with  yoiL 
Amen. 

We  are  

John  Kalkoen.  Pres. 

Wm.  Vandenbrock,  Scribe. 
Amsterdam,  In  Classis,  April  7,  1766. 


The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Certain  Members  of  the  Co  zx- 
siSTORY  OF  New  York  City,  April  7,  1766.  Vol.  31,  Pa^^b 
262.  No.  162.  (See  Oct.  26, 1765,  When  These  Membettbs 
Wrote  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.  The  Letter  is 
FERRED  TO  IN  Their  Minutes,  Vol.  14,  Page  61,  Art.  9.) 

To  Certain  Members  of  the  Worthy  Consistory  of  New  York: 


Hon.  Sirs  and  Beloved  Brethren :~ 

We  safely  received  your  letter.     We  had  already  learned  tbe  principal  eonti 
of  it  from  the  letter  of  Rev.  Laidlle,  namely,  a  determination  on  your  part  no' 
attend  the  Conferentle  Assembly.     Rev.  Laidlle  is  in  agreement  with  you,  and 
have  already  replied  to  him.     We  doubt  not  that  you  will  confer  with  blm  as 
have  also  asked  him  to  do  with  you.     We  hope  that  you  may  together.  In  the  1 
of  God's  most  holy  name,  ponder  what  we  have  said.     Have  no  other  aim  than     '^'^b 
welfare  of  your  congregation  and  the  attainment  of  that  common  object  which  ~ 
you  and  we  desire.     We  will  not  fall,   however,  to  give  that  advice  which 
request,  and  therefore,  we  shall  answer  the  several  points  of  your  letter. 

The  substance  of  the  matter,  according  to  your  letter  of  1764,  (Oct.  17),  Is. 
you  hold  yourselves  to  the  old  regime  so  long  as  the  Classis  is  willing  to  assist 
with  counsel  and  deeds;  that  you  will  not  trouble  yourselves  about  any  Assembli' 
since  thereby  party  spirit  is  encouraged,  and  one  becomes  inimical  to  another;  Y^ 
urge  the  fact  also  that  the  Church  is  ruled  by  ambition. 

But,  estemed  Brethren,  does  not  the  old  regime  demand  reasonable  subordlnatlof> ' 
Now  the  Conferentle  brethren  are  In  favor  of  this.  And  if  we  are  to  help  yon  wltft 
counsel  and  deeds,  you  must  stand  in  the  same  relation  to  us  as  those  brethreOf 
for  they  adhere  to  tbe  old  regime.  But  If  you  would  thus  stand,  the  proper  way 
is,  not  to  separate  yourselves  from  them— for  this  suggests  the  Idea  that  yon  are 
seeking  something  else  under  the  name  of  tbe  old  regime;  that  you  desire  to  change 
the  old  regime  Into  some  sort  of  independent  council— but  you  should  stand  in  one 
line  with  them   [the  Conferentle]. 

Meanwhile,  for  you  to  accuse  the  brethren  of  acting  from  ambitious  motives,  is 
certainly  rather  hard.  But,  when  necessity  demands  It.  it  cannot  be  called  ambl- 
tlon  that  they  should  stand  stiffly  against  those  who  seek  to  break  up  the  Church 
Order  that  they  should  oppose  those  who  strive  to  gain  followers  in  the  Church  In 
order  to  draw  away  people  who  are  willing  to  be  subordinate  to  the  Classis.  For 
such  subordination  is  the  very  nature  of  the  old  regime.  And  if  you  would  but 
penetrate  Into  the  nature  of  that  condition  which  you  yourselves  desire,  your  own 
noble-mindedness  could  hardly  endure  such  things  [as  the  breaking  up  of  a  Church 
Order.] 
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But  eren  if  yon  conld  endure  such  things,  brethren,  you  can  yet  easily  under- 
^d  that  you  cannot  withdraw  yourselves,  (from  subjection  to  Classis.)  especially 
^anae  there  is  so  much  to  be  done  in  connection  with  the  government  of  the 
]>iirch  in  your  country.  Besides  the  preservation  of  the  good  order  of  the  Church, 
^^re  are  many  possessions  belonging  to  the  Dutch  Church.  Now,  Brethren,  are 
oq  not  obliged  to  conduct  yourselves  very  carefully,  lest  this  property  should  be 
Voaferred  to  others?  But  you  can  easily  understand  that  if  you  isolate  yourselves 
^  separation,  you  will  help  to  bring  this  about,  because  of  your  inability  to  act 
^th  the  Church  at  large.]  You  will  be  breaking  down  the  old  regime,  which,  you 
f,   you  desire  to  preserve. 

tfeanwhile.  the  consideration  which  you  have  manifested  toward  the  grey-haired 
^.  Rltzema  was  very  agreeable  to  us.  We  refer  now  to  your  request,  that  we 
^Qld  give  him  liberty,  because  of  his  great  age.  to  attend  the  Meetings  or  not, 
'Ording  to  his  own  pleasure.     If  yon  mean  by  these  "Meetings",  the  Meetings 

those  members  of  the  Consistory  who  have  withdrawn  themselves  from  the 
3ferentle,  you  can  easily  understand  that  the  Rev.  Classis  can  give  no  consent  t» 
h  a  request,  as  long  as  the  Confcrontle  stands  related  to,  and  in  subordination 
the  Rev.  Classis.  But  if  you  understand  by  these  "Meetings",  the  Meetings 
the  Conferentie  brethren,  then  we  ask  you,  Are  you,  indeed,  in  earnest.  Brethren, 
proposing  such  a  question  to  us?  If  you  are,  then  you  also  understand  that  Rev. 
-sema,  by  virtue  of  his  relation  to  the  Classis.  mu8t  attend  that  Assembly   [of 

*  CJonferentie] ,  and  that  he  could  not  be  permitted  to  remain  absent,  except  by 
consent  of  Classis.     And  be  does  attend  those  Meetings,  because,  as  an  honest 

D.  he  holds  himself  to  the  subordination  of  the  old  regime.  Well,  Brethren,  as 
'Tveers  of  the  Church,  you  stand  in  the  same  relation  to  us  as  Rev.  Rltzema; 
I  thus  you  must  perceive  that  you,  since  you  desire  the  old  regime,  bind  your- 
''««  to  assist  the  Rev.  Rltzema  and  his  party.  But  this  cannot  be  done  by  for- 
it&g  them. 

Meanwhile,  you  speak  quite  disrespectfully  of  Rev.  De  Ronde.  The  expressions 
K  to  have  been  used  by  him,  if  true,  do  certainly  give  no  sign  of  subordination, 
'  must  have  offended  you  greatly.  But,  Dear  Brethren,  (not  to  repeat,  for  in 
^v^ence  to  the  principal  matter  we  have  already  answered  him,  and  given  him  our 
^^ton,)  we  believe  that  those  expressions  came  from  the  mouth  of  Rev.  De  Ronde 
tiout  due  reflection.  For  that  gentleman  shows  by  his  correspondence  with  us 
^  he  is  really  subordinate  to  the  Classis,  and  conducts  himself  as  the  old  regime 
^lie  New  York  church  requires.  And  probably  occasion  was  given  him  for  speak- 
somewhat  hastily,  when  he  was  suddenly  taken  to  task  apon  that  matter, 
vefer  to  his  preaching  in  English  outside  of  his  own  church.  He  was  twitted 
^liis,  although  he  is  a  minister,  and  ordained  to  that  profession.  On  the  other 
^^,  it  is  asserted  that  women  and  youth  speak  in  public  and  expound  passages 
^lie  Bible,  although  they  have  no  mission  or  calling  thereto;  and  that  meetings 
beld  for  separate  classes  of  people  alone,  and  none  are  admitted  except  those 
<>   belong  to  that  separate  class. 

^ow.  take  notice,  that  while  such  meetings  were  encouraged,  at  the  same  time 
^.  De  Ronde  was  discouraged  in  his  efforts  to  preach  in  other  places.  Such 
^«  may  have  made  him  a  little  precipitate,  and  have  led  him  to  speak  somewhat 
^ly.  But  then.  Brethren,  do  not  make  a  hasty  word  of  a  brother,  who  thinks 
*Ms  been  wronged,  a  stumbling-block  to  yourselves;  but  rather  show  that  you 
**^lves  can  preserve  all  prudence,  circumspection  and  good  order  in  reference 
^liose  who  attend  such  meetings. 

**lnally,  you  give  this  reason  for  remaining  away:  that  the  congregation  claims 
right  of  voting  for  the  Consistory.  This  they  gather  from  an  expression  In 
Charter  of  William  the  Third;  but  this  right  seems  to  be  no  longer  customary 
^'ew  York.  But  that  Consistory,  it  appears,  was  prosecuted  on  this  point  In 
tober,  17«3,  and  the  case  is  still  pending.  Now  with  this,  you  say,  you  will 
^^  nothing  to  do,  and  you  request  our  opinion  thereupon. 

^^t.  Brethren,  we  must  first  ask  you  a  question.  If  we  give  our  advice  on  this 
'^ter,  and  you  continue  to  hold  yourselves  aloof  from  the  meetlnjrs,  where  that 
^Ice  must  be  defended,  (for  your  keeping  yourselves  apart  is  also  involved  In  the 
^^Maent,)  how  can  our  advice  be  of  any  use  to  you?     But  we  thns  speak  not  for 

*  purpose  of  declining  to  give  our  advice.— But  If,  by  the  way,  our  advice  should 
^'^t  while  yon  have  a  majority  in  the  Consistory  to  elect  such  members  as  are 
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agaiiiBt  [the  policy  of]  Revs.  De  Ronde  and  Rltzena»  and  yon  obaerre  that  thereby 
yon  can  remain  masters  of  the  situation,  and  can  keep  yourselves  independei^t  of 
the  Acts  of  the  Conferentle  brethren  who  are  subordinate  to  Clasals,  and  that  to 
the  dissatisfaction  of  those  members  of  the  congregation  who  side  with  Revs.  De 
Bonde  and  Rltsema,  you  may  easily  understand  that  then  you  actually  violate  the 
opinions  and  desires  of  the  congregation  which  you  represent;  and  under  the  name 
of  ruling  a  church,  which  holds  Itself  to  the  Rev.  Olassls  on  the  old  basis,  700 
frustrate  both  the  aim  of  the  church  and  of  the  Glassis.     But  If  It  be  only  a  ques- 
tion as  to  how,  you  should,  in  justice,  act;  know  then  that  the  Consistory  is  nerer 
chosen  by  the  old  members  of  the  Consistory,  exclusively,  unless  the  private  mem- 
bers of  the  Congregation  tacitly  consent  to  It  [by  the  publication  of  the  name*  for 
objections,  if  any  there  be.]     But  this,  by  Itself,  would  not  con<«tii::te  a  precedent 
for  your  church,  since  in  other  churches,  for  particular  reasons,  u  different  nnffv 
may  have  obtained.     If  your  charter  be  of  such  a  character  as  certain  member* 
believe,  then,  although  it  be  not  customary,  no  one  can  be  deprived  of  his  Jtf^ 
rights. 

Finally,   Worthy   Brethren,   we  beseech  you   not  to  withdraw  yourselves  ftoH» 
your  congregation.     Let  our  counsel  on  this  subject  please  you.     Also  take  01^^ 
counsel  to  maintain  the  old  regime.     Defend  and  protect  it  against  all  asnvlft^- 
We  ask  you,  what  are  the  results,  which  will  follow,  if  you  remain  under  the  ol^ 
Classis,  but  yet  do  not  assist  those  Conferentle  brethren  who  defend  subordln^' 
tion,  because  in  some  matters  they  happen  to  differ  from  you.     Is  it  not  trv* 
Brethren,  that  a  divided  army  is  easily  defeated?     Can  your  conscience  permit  tt 
your  old  Domine,  Rltaema,  grown  old  in  the  Qospel  service,  should  not  be  left 
stand  alone?     Will  you  see  him  now  laboring  in  vain,  because  he  now  belonp 
the  Conferentle,  although  he  has  so  long  edified  you? 

Behold  then,  on  all  these  matters,  the  opinions  of  the  Rev.  Classis.     If  it  Is  no 
your  purpose  to  stand  related  to  the  Classis,  according  to  the  old  regime,  and 
to  have  Glassis  simply  as  an  Adviser,  we  doubt  not  but  that  you  operate  bene 
forth  according  to  these  sentiments  of  Classis.     You  also  called  us,  at  least 
FATHERS.     Well  then,  if  you  recognize  us  in  such  a  light.  Beloved  OhUirm,  ^ 

•trong,  quit  you  like  men,  live  in  peace,  aid  in  promoting  peace,  be  of  one  mlr^*"^^ 
and  forgive  one  another's  faults. 

We  subscribe  ourselves,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. 

John   Kalkoen,   Pres. 
Wm.  Vanden  Broek,  Scrlbfc- 
Amsterdam,  In  Classis, 

April  7,  1766. 


E.B\'.  Samuel  Seabury  to  the  Society  for  Propagating  t 
Gospel.     Necessity  of  Bishops  in  America. 

Jamaica,   April  17th,  iW^ 

Reverend  Sir.: — We  have  lately  had  a  most  affecting  account  of  the  loM  ^ 
Messrs.  Giles  &  Wilson  the  Society's  Missionaries;  the  ship  they  were  in  ^^^^^ 
wrecked  near  the  entrance  of  Delaware  Bay  &  only  four  persons  saved  out  ^ 
twenty  eight,  their  death  is  a  great  loss  In  the  present  want  of  Clergymtf  ^ 
these  Colonies,  &  Indeed  believe  one  great  reason  why  so  few  from  this  CO^ 
tinent  offer  themselves  for  Holy  orders,  is  because  It  Is  evident  from  experl**^ 
that  not  more  than  four  out  of  five  who  have  gone  from  the  Northern  CoIobI^ 
have  returned;  this  Is  an  unanswerable  argument  for  the  absolute  necessity  ^ 
Bishops  in  the  Colonies.  The  poor  Church  of  England  in  America  is  the  ^^''^^ 
instance  that  ever  happened  of  an  Episcopal  Church  without  a  Bishop  ft  In  ^^^^1^ 
no  Orders  could  be  obtained  without  crossing  an  Ocean  three  thousand  mllei 
extent,  without  Bishops  the  Church  cannot  flourish  in  America  &  unless 
Church  be  well  supported  &  prevail,  this  whole  Continent  will  be  overrun  w^ 
Infidelity  &  deism,  Methodism  &  New  Light  with  every  species  ft  every  degree 
Scepticism  ft  Enthusiasm,  and  without  a  Bishop  upon  the  spot  I  fear  it 
be  impossible,  to  keep  the  Church  herself  pure  ft  undeflled.  And  that  it  is  of 
last  consequence  to  the  State  to  support  the  Church  here,  the  present  tli 
afford  an  alarming  proof — Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  VoL  lU,  pp.  200.  901 
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Church  of  New  York. 
Repairs.     Eev.  De  Rondo's  House-rent. 

New  York,  May  12tli,  170& 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

1.  It  was  questioned  whether  the  resolntlon  passed  Febmary  10,  1766  In  regard 
the  repairing  of  the  Old  Chnrch  should  be  carried  oat.  A  committee  of  two 
dera,  two  Deacons,  and  two  Church  Masters  was  appointed,  to  enquire  Into 
*  condition  of  the  Church,  and  whence  the  money  could  be  conveniently  ob- 
ned,  and  also  what  amount  would  be  necessary.  Cornelius  Clopper,  Peter  Lott, 
ert  Bancker,  Henry  S^p,  Qarrlt  Abeel  and  William  De  Peyster  were  chosen  for 
o  committee. 

L  Domlne  de  Ronde  requested  that,  Inasmuch  as  he  now  paid  £60.  yearly  for 
iBe  rent,  £20  more  than  he  received  for  that  purpose  from  Consistory,  which 
tlftoaght  very  hard,  a  house,  rent  free,  should  be  given  him.  This  the  conslo- 
y  could  not  consent  to,  but  thought  fit  that  £20.  should  be  given  for  the  p«at 
^  1768.    But  they  would  not  bind  themselves  for  the  fotnre. 

Signed  etc., 

Arch.  LaldUe,  p.  t  President. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Letters. 

1766,  May  12th.     Art  8.     The  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  re- 

ti;  that  they  had  received  the  following  letters : 

One  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  dated  January  7,  1766. 

One  from  Curaooa,  dated  January  31,  1766,  from  a  private 

lividual,  William  Blom. 

One  from  the  minister,  Warmoldus  Kuyper,  dated  February  1, 

86. 

One  from  New  York,  dated  February  5, 1766,  by  Rev.  Ritzema. 

'•  64. 

Petition  of  the  Rev.  G.  D.  Cock.     May  17,  1766. 

'o  his  Excellency   Sir   Henry  Moore,   Bart   Captain  (General   and  Ooremor  In 

^f  in   and  over   the   Province  of   New   York   and   the  Territories  depending 

c^con  in  America,  Chancellor,  and  Vice  Admiral  of  the  same. 

Ike  Petition  of  the  Reverend  Gerhard  Daniel  Cock 

Kt  Humbly  Sheweth, 

tut  your  Petitioner  Is  a  Protestant  Minister  of  the  Gospel,  and  came  to  this 

c^try  in  the  Month  of  November  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty  three, 

the  Invitation  of  the  Dutch  Con^rregation  settled  at  a  place  called  the  Camp 

^e  Bast     side  of  Hudson's  River  in  the  County  of  Dutchess,  in  Qoality  of 

■Y  Pastor. 

^t  in  the  exercise  of  his  Function  he  has  always  behaved  himself  peaceably 

inoffensively  and  endeavoured  to  promote  the  cause  of  Rellj^on  and  Virtue  to 

stmost  of  his  power, 
tiat  for   some  time   past  an   unhappy   Difference   has   subsisted   between  tke 
<h  ConiTegatlon  at  Kingston    in    Ulster    County,    and    their    Minister    fbe 
Mr.  Hermanus  Myer,  and  it  being  the  constant  and  laudable  Usage  of 
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tbe  sBid  jDsdceo,  to  tafa«  the  oetbs  preaeiibed  b;  Law,  "  (or  that  they 
be  a  DsngerouB  Peraon  to  the  OoTernment,  and  a  common  Diatnrber  o 
Of  biB  MaJeaty'B  Liege  BabJectB."  And  tbe  Constable  on  the  lenlM 
precept  threatened,  that  If  he  did  not  pay  ■  volnatary  obedience  1 
Precept,  he  abould  be  Compelled  thereto. 

That  tbe  Petitioner  was  thaB  cocatralned  to  Appear  before  the  aald  Jni 
tberenpoD  commended  by  tbem  to  take  tbe  oaths  of  Allegiance  and  8n| 
In  default  thereof  was  tbreatened  to  be  commitled  to  Prison,  nnleaa 
Penalty  of  Ave  boDdred  pounds. 

That  altbo'  tbe  Petitioner  had  been  gnlttr  of  no  Misdemeanor  or  offi 
conld  authorise  such  a  procedure  against  bim,  or  In  tbe  leait  eipoae 
ImputatloQ  of  being  Danferoni  to  Government,  or  a  Dlitnrber  of  tbi 
Charge  of  thai  nature  being  exhibited  agalnat  him:  Yet  being  a  Btmi 
Laws,  and  baring  no  objection  to  awear  Allegiance  to  biB  Majesty,  ^ 
apoa  by  lawful  Anthorlty;  be  Bnbmltted  to  take  the  nld  Oatha,  and  « 
at  Liberty. 

Tbat  tbe  Petitioner  on  Enqnlry  la  since  Informed  tbat  the  said  Jtiitl 
DedtmoB  Potestatem  Commission  or  Antborlly  to  compel  lilm  to  take  « 
tbein  to  administer  the  said  Oalha;  But  thut  lliey  being  the  beads  of 
Parties  who  were  In  Difference  In  the  said  Church:  And  tbe  tald  Johani 
bergh  being  the  Father  In  Law  of  the  said  HcrmiiuuB  Myer,  had  nnde 
their  Office  arbitrarily  and  unwarrantably  assamed  and  exerted  tl 
merely  to  serve  tbe  purimse  of  their  Party. 

That  your  Petitioner  without  any  Just  Caose.  haTlog  thus  been  re 
bla  Liberty  while  be  was  In  tbe  Conscientious  and  Peaceable  Dlsclur 
be  considered  a  Christian  office  and  his  bounden  Duty,  cannot  refrain 
plaining  of  tbe  Insnit  he  has  received,  bb  being  calculated  to  terrl^ 
tbe  Lawful  exercise  of  blB  Function;  and  as  being  a  preaumptlous  per 
abuse  of  tbe  Power  Intrusted  wltb  tbe  said  Juatlces  for  the  Publl 
Slnyster  and  Party  purposes. 

Wberefore  as  your  Petitioner  Humbly  conceives  tbe  Gorernment  wtL 
those  to  remain  cloatbed  wltb  tbe  Authority  of  the  Law.  who  arUtrai 
tbeir  Power  to  partial  &  Illegal  purposes,  to  tbe  adrancement  of  tbdr  < 
Interest  and  alnlsler  Views,  and  to  tbe  .oppresBlon  and  abuse  of  other* 
presumes  that  the  Mlolatera  of  the  BlesBed  Gospel  who  demean  tbemw 
ably  anil  worthll)'  are  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  aovemment,  ai 
be  secnred  In  the  eierclae  of  their  function,  be  humbly  Prays  that  t 
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CJxLiiASSis    OF   Amsterdam:   to   Rev.    Warmoldus   Kuypers,    of 
CuRACOA,  June  2,  1766.     Vol.  31,  Page  297,  No.  165. 

In  answer  to  his  letter  of  Feb.  1,  1766. 

r.  Sir  and  Brother: — 
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'oar  Rev'g  mlsBlve  of  Feb.  1,  of  this  year,  we  duly  received.  In  reply  we  wonld 
r  that  your  determination  to  maintain  correspondence  with  us  greatly  pleaset 
But  your  Rev.  will  be  kind  enough,  to  that  end,  to  address  your  letters  not  to 
9  Of  the  Deputies,  personally,  but  to  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam  or  to  its  Depa- 
ti«a  on  Foreign  Affairs,  If  you  would  be  sure  of  an  answer.  For  it  often  occurs, 
U  letters  written  to  one  of  the  Deputies,  are  not  answered  at  all,  as  your  Bey. 

found  to  be  the  case  with  the  one  you  wrote  to  colleague  de  Lange. 
A  fresh  evidence  of  our  willingness  to  correspond  with  your  Rev.  is  this  com- 
nmnicatlon.  At  the  same  time  we  enclose  for  your  Rev.  the  Acts  of  the  Synod 
^  North  Holland  of  the  previous  year,  1766.  We  thank  your  Rev.  for  the  report! 
ftreD  us  concerning  Rev.  Wildrik,  yourself  and  your  church,  and  for  your  good 
^tiiies  extended  to  us. 

As    we  are  heartily  sorry  for  the  frultlessness  of  your  ministry,  so  we  alM 

^'U'ttly  desire  that  Ood,  who  gives  strength  to  the  weary,  and  who  alone  can  give 

^  Increase,  may  fit  you  more  and  more  for  your  double  service,  and  cause  it  to 

^  Cnltfui  in  the  future!    May  He  also  send  you  a  colleague  to  be  helpful  with 

y^m     for  ministering  in  the  Qospel  In  your  church  with  increased  desire,  pleasure 

tad     blessing! 

^^^«nwhile  we  shall,  at  your  request,  do  our  best  to  secure  from  the  Hon.  the 
Utm^WB,  Directors  of  the  West  India  Company  that  your  Increased  labor  be  not 
Icift  manrewarded,  and  that  their  Honorables  call  a  colleague  to  be  with  you  who 
■^11     be  agreeable  to  you,  and  with  the  blessing  of  the  Most  High,  useful  in  your 


'^^^  commend  your  Rev.  and  your  church  to  the  protection  of  God,  and  sign  our* 
K^v^Mik  Very  Rev.  Sir  and  Brother,  Your  Rev's  obedient  servant,  ut  supra 

Ana^TKerdam,  written  June  2,  176G. 

Z><tpatched,  June  0,  1766  following. 

Church  of  New  York. 
Repairs.     Salaries,  without  subscriptions. 

New  York,  June  17th,  1760. 
^^■tstory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

1^  ^t^e  committee  to  enquire  into  the  means  of  meeting  the  expense  of  rebulld- 

"•  th^  Old  Church  and  renewing  the  Tower,  especially  the  latter,  reported:  that 

_    ^'^lls  would  not  allow  the  Tower  to  be  set  upon  the  roof  as  now,  but  the 

_^    ^^^e  should  be  masoned  up  from  the  ground,  outside  of  the  front  walls,  and 

/''^Ing  four  or  five  feet  in  the  church.    This  was  unanimously  approved. 
Pi^     '^^  the  means:  although  there  is  not  above  £250  in  the  treasury,  there  is  a 
'^^'^^t  of  enough  coming  In  by  the  time  it  is  wanted,  and  therefore  it  was  not 


^  ---^^ry  to  delay  the  undertaking.  The  committee  were  charged  with  its  execn- 
2  i^^'tl*  ^^^  addition  of  Elders  Livingston  and  Herring, 
gjj^r^  limine  Rltzema  suggested  whether  It  would  not  be  well  that  the  congregation 
^.  ^^  be  publicly  discharged  from  the  subscription  for  the  Dutch  ministers. 
1^.  '^^as  approved,  and  he  was  requested  to  prepare  the  document  thereon,  to  be 
*  ^^  public.    This  was  done  and  it  thus  reads: 


To  the  Christian  Congregation: 

^  ^Consequence  of  the  favor  of  Heaven  to  this  congregation,  by  means  of  its 
li^  ^'C'tors,  the  Consistory  finds  Itself  at  present  able  to  pay  their  Dutch  minls- 
^^      "Without  asking  anything  from  the  congregations.    They  are  therefore  hereby 
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publicly  discharged  from  their  snbBcrlptlons,  and  thanked,  with  the  wish  that  i 
disaster  shall  befall  us  by  which  we  shall  be  constrained  to  resort  again  to  tl 
congregation.    Besolved  in  consistory  Jnne  17,  1766. 

J.  Rltaema,  p.  t.  PreridcsL 
S.  That  the  week  service  shall  be  suspended  till  the  next  communion. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Rltiema,  p.  t.  Preatdent 

New   York,   Jnne  26th,   17WL 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

The  resolution  of  June  17th,  In  reference  to  the  building  of  the  Tower  at  t3 
west  end  of  the  church,  has  brought  out  various  obstacles.    To  remove  thcsi, 
was  resolved  to  build  at  the  East  end,  and  then  to  take  away  the  octagon  tm 
make  the  wall  straight,  and  to  proceed  therein  with  all  possible  diligence. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Rltiema,  p.  t.  Prealdait. 

New  York,  July  2,  1TB8L 
Consistory  held  etc 

The  Consistory  again  considered  their  action  as  to  the  building  of  the  Tow^ 
the  committee  finding  dlfllcultles  therein.    So  in  view  of  both  methods  it  was 
last  unanimously  resolved  to  build  it  where  the  porch  is  and  to  go  on  with  It 
once. 

J.  Rltiema,  p.  t.  Prealdest. 

Correspondence  From  America. 

Rev.  Lambertus  De  Ronde  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  July 

1766. 

New  York  July  8,   ITSfl 
Worthy  Gentlemen  and  Much  Respected  Brethren: — 

Your  letter  and  the  Acta  Synodl  Noord  Hollandlae  came  to  liand  in  good  or&- 
Inasmuch  as  there  Is  a  vessel  now  lying  In  readiness  to  depart  for  Amsterdv 
and  not  having  received  a  special  answer  to  my  individual  letters,  I  thought 
necessary  to  examine  your  letters,  etc.  at  once.  This  was  done  with  the  appro^ 
of  my  colleague,  Ritzema,  before  reading  them  In  the  meeting,  which  genera^ 
approves  of  this  course  of  procedure.  I  wished  to  see  whether  there  was  anythS. 
therein  demanding  a  speedy  answer.  This  I  found  to  be  the  case,  for  there  i^ 
reference  to  me,  personally,  for  having  occasionally  preached  in  English  in  additft 
to  my  regular  services. 

I  am  sorry  that  you  did  not  receive  more  light  from  my  communication  in  rttm 
ence  to  that  matter.  It  is  my  opinion  that  if  the  letters  of  the  consistory  of  Ntf 
York  are  read  again.  In  conjunction  with  my  own,  reasons  therefor  will  be  f0tt3 
in  those  communications.  We  are  in  a  land  that  is  filled  with  all  sorts  of  errorisfl 
where  the  English  language  also  has  now  the  upper  hand,  and  is  therefore  the  btf 
understood.  This  is  the  reason  that  the  Consistory  of  New  York  wrote  for  » 
English  preacher.  I  do  not  in  the  least  Interfere  with  him  (Laldlle)  in  his  preac 
Ing;  nor  do  1  preach  in  English  in  our  own  (New  York)  churches;  therefore  I  nev 
come  in  his  path.  But  sometimes,  once  or  twice  a  year.  I  preach  in  English  wh« 
I  am  out  of  the  city  and  am  invited  to  do  so.  My  preaching  happens  to  be  for  tl 
Presbyterians,  whose  doctrine,  so  far  as  I  daily  observe,  agrees  with  ours  In  » 
the  Articles  of  the  Faith.  This  also  is  evident  from  the  Westminster  Confessi« 
of  Faith.  Notwithstanding  the  prejudices,  then,  which  others  may  try  to  exefl 
in  you  on  this  account,  I  preach  only  at  the  houses  of  those  who  are  desirous 
hear  the  Word  of  God  explained  in  a  scriptural  way,  and  try  to  impress  it  on  the! 
minds.  This  is  not  done  with  closed,  but  with  open  doors.  And  although  tl 
English  language  is  not  my  mother  tongue,  this  does  not  hinder  me,  but  that  I  ma. 
by  unwearied  labor,  with  the  object  I  have  in  view,  present  i^d  defend  the  pu 
truth  In  Christ. 


OP  THE  State  of  New  York.  4063 

IThls  language  cannot  but  become,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  as  easy  as  the  Latin 

Is    to  a  Professor,  for  instmcting,  speaking  and  disputing;  nor  can  I  see  that  I 

gl^e  any  well-grounded  ofTence  by  the  use  of  it     And  my  brother  who  holds  to  the 

aame  doctrine,  and  has  the  same  pure  objects  in  view  as  I  myself  have,  ought  to  be 

glmd  to  have  a  co-worker  in  building  up  the  walls  of  Zion.     In  my  opinion,  this  is 

Tery  different  from  meddling  in  the  afTalrs  of  another,  and  thereby  being  classed 

among  the  evil-doers.     For  I  am  called,  as  well  as  he,  to  the  duties  of  this  ministry 

by  the  Lord;  and  so  the  Glassls  itself  writes— the  language  does  not  produce  any 

tluinge  in  the  relation  of  the  Gospel  ministry  to  the  Glassls.    And  that  the  use  of 

ISiisllsh  should  haye  been  one  of  the  reasons  that  prevented  our  consistory  from 

•ending  delegates  to  our  **  Subordinated  Meetings  "—the  Conferentie  Meetings— is 

aot  true,  but  the  contrary  appears.     For  long  before  I  preached  in  English  occa- 

Uontlly,  they  refused  to  do  this,  and  were  opposed  to  attending  any  ecclesiastical 

laeetlngs  except  their  own  Gonsistory  meetings.     But  their  criticising  me,  and  their 

Cault-flnding,  seem  to  arise  solely  from  the  fact,  that  we  do  not  submit  ourselves 

to    tlieir  opinion,  and  so  break  up  those  "Subordinated  extra  Meetings**  (of  the 

Conferentie)  and  be  quite  independent.     This,  indeed,  is  the  real  object,  however 

nmch  it  may  be  covered  op. 

I  repeat  it  once  again.  Worthy  Sirs:— If  I  had  neglected  my  services  in  the 

Dutch  language,  I  would  have  to  justify  myself  before  the  Gonsistory;  but  since 

I   perform  my  duties  therein—  although  with   much  imperfection,  which  I  daily 

^^Plore  before  the  throne  of  God—  since  I  perform  ail  the  duties  of  an  Bvangelist, 

'^^'OS  diligent  in  season  and  out  of  season,  studying  night  and  day,  completely  con- 

^'^^'ftted  to  the  service  of  my  Master,  preaching  and  catechising  in  the  Dutch  Ian- 

^^^ge,  ought  any  one  to  find  fault  that  occasionally  I  spend  an  hour  elsewhere, 

^Qtslfie  of  my  exact  call,  in  order  to  benefit  others  who  do  not  very  well  under- 

'taim   Dutch?    How  is  it  possible  for  any  one,  who  loves  the  welfare  of  Zion,  to 

^l^Jec^  to  my  occasional  service  in  English.    And  especially  since  Rev.  Laidlle  can- 

*^   ^«  all  the  work  alone? 

^  ^^»  therefore,  with  our  Gonsistory,  appointed  a  Dutch  talior  as  a  catechist  In 

r'^K^tflh,  although  this  man  had  never  before  done  any  such  work;  instead  of  assign- 

™'   t^\M  Important  work  to  his  colleague,  who  had  actually  been  engaged  in  that 

^^^^   before  his  (Rev.  Laidlie's)  arrival.    Thus  their  charges  appear  as  altogether 

1^'^^^nded.    And  if  the  Glassls  takes  sides  with  them,  as  appears  to  me  probable 

^11^^*^  your  letter  to  our  ** Gonf erentie  Meeting",  then  such  a  course  is,  in  my  opinion, 

^J^»ure  way  to  oppress  still  further  their  old  and  worn  out  ministers,  and  to  put 

^■^^cles  in  the  way  of  other  necessary  matters. 

*■     bope  that  the  Glassls  will  examine  this  matter  more  carefully,  and  give  no 

^^^^uragement  to  these  things,  much  leas  to  hinder  preaching  of  the  pure  doctrines 

^^^re  they  may  be  useful.     No  one  can  accuse  me  of  unfaithfulness  to  my  call, 

1^   ^   tliat  I  have  given  any  offense  by  my  walk  and  conversation.     I  have  sought, 

^  *tie  grace  of  God,  to  crown  my  doctrine  with  a  holy  life,  so  very  necessary  in  a 

r^^tster.     As  to  all  other  things,  I  think  I  am  in  duty  bound  to  obey  my  Master 

2^*^*'  *^*^  men.     I  shall  endeavor  to  go  forward  in  the  work  of  my  particular 

.^l«try,  to  which  I  have  been  called;  and  if,  between  times,  I  see  a  door  opened 

^  ^^^here,  to  do  good  to  the  souls  of  men,  let  no  one  take  it  amiss  that  I  do  not 

^^*l«ct  It. 

^^Dceming  special  services  in  private  houses— I  have  felt  obliged  to  give  these 
^^*    because  the  people  were  intimidated  by  the  opposition  of  our  Gonsistory.     But 
'cng  as  I  am  requested  by  the  Supervisors  of  the  Poor  House  to  preach  to  the 
every  six  or  seven  weeks,  in  English,  in  turns,  with  the  other  ministers,  I 
Hd  to  continue  in   thifl   work.     Also  the  Consistory  has  nothing  against  this 
^^•■^Jigement,   only  that   I   preach  the   "Word"   to  other  people.     Yea,   they  are 
^^"^lally  pleased  with  it. 
^ow  regarding  the  supplementary  remarks  which  I  sent  over  to  you  (in  refer- 


1766 


^^^^^  to  my  Book)  I  am  astonished  at  the  answer  you  make  to  them.  I  am  also 
PI  *'^ly  grieved  in  my  spirit  to  hear  that  there  are  sentiments  therein  that  look  sus- 
^j^^^us.  For  that  Book  Is  in  perfect  conformity  with  our  doctrines.  No  one  of  the 
^  ^Ines  over  here  has  noticed  any  impropriety  in  it,  but  they  all  fully  approve  It. 
**^  annot  understand  what  idea  the  Glassls  has  about  me.  I  do  not  find  in  other 
tings  which  have  been  approved,  that  the  Classls  acted  so  precisely.  Has  any 
»  of  you  ever  found  any  heterodoxy  in  me?    On  the  contrary,  the  Lord  knows 
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how  I  watch  against  all  iocoming  heresies.     The  Lord  has,  indeed,  ever  presex-retf 
mj  heart,  among  many  sorts  of  errors,  and  has  not  allowed  me  to  depart  from   the 
faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints.     Yet  now  I  am  charged  in  some  degree   wltb 
heresy,    although    you    write   you   cannot   discover  any   particular   heresy.    W«U, 
Worthy  Gentlemen,  well-meaning,  no  doubt,  in  your  remarks,  yet  to  wliat  purpow 
serve  they?     Some  things  in  his  Book  are  suspicious,  and  the  author  ought  to  have 
expressed  himself  more  clearly!     Thus  you  make  an.  orthodox  minister,  and  yoor 
ministerial  brother,  suspected  by  a  malignant  world  when  they  hear  this.    Thus 
also  his  teachings  are  rendered  useless,  especially  among  so  many  who  are  real 
errorists.  but  who  will  be  led  to  think  from  this,  that  they  are  in  the  right,  and 
will  draw  wrong  inferences.     And  your  remark  makes  me  even  suspected  by  my  own 
ministerial  brethren  in  our  meetings,  who  will  now,  for  a  second  time,  hear  jovx 
remarks  on  the  "Compendium"  published  by  me. 

But  where  is  the  heresy?     Wherein  is  there  anything  against  the  Word  of  God. 
or  our  own  Formulas?     Tell  me  where  it  is,  point  it  out  to  me.  and  I  will  rectnt. 
But  please  do  not  write  again  of  a  thing's   being  questionable,   without  pUinlf 
showing  wherein  it  consists,   for  such   remarks  excite  prejudices.     Do  you  want 
further  satisfaction?     Then  put  your  opinions  in  writing,  in  accordance  with  our 
standards,  and  send  them  to  me.     I  am  willing  to  subscribe  to  them;  but  I  pTOT 
you  do  not  cast  suspicions  on  your  brother,  who  is  plotting  neither  evil  nor  deceit. 
Rather  should  the  Classis  be  rejoiced  to  see,  that  there  are  yet  some  faithful  watcb' 
men  who  defend  the  doctrines  both  by  word  of  month,  and  by  the  pen,  even  whU^ 
enduring  contempt,  scorn  and  oppression.     It  appears  that  such  most  be  treated 
with  severity,  while  those  who  are  evil  disposed  towards  ZIon,  are  allowed  to  ^>^ 
considered  in  the  right,  according  to  their  writings;  while  I  did  evil,  by  comnm***' 
eating  the  Word  to  others,  according  to  the  ability  given  me  by  Gk>d. 

Such  doings.  Noble  Gentlemen,  do  not  encourage  one  in  the  performance  of  do^7* 
but  quench  the  spirit,  and  tend  to  produce  slothful  hands  and  feeble  knees* 
therefore  pray  you  to  examine  the  matter  again  and  more  carefully,  and  send  K^^ 
personally,  an  answer,  that  the  world  may  not  suspect  me,  and  that  my  labor  X0*^ 
not  be  in  vain;  and  that  I  may  not  be  compelled  to  leave  the  church  in  whft<'^ 
have  officiated  now  for  more  than  sixteen  years,  and  that  not  without  fruit;  tli'^'^^ 
be  to  God  to  whom  all  the  glory  belongs. 

The  other  matters  in  your  letter  will  be  read  to  the  brethren  as  soon  as  w^   •- 
able  to  hold  a  meeting,  and  an  answer  will  then  be  sent  to  you.^    I  will  now    »>^   . 
to  close,  with  the  kind  request  that  you  will  not  take  it  ill  in  me  that  I  de^^** 
myself  in  a  matter  of  such  great  importance;  since  a  good  name  is  better    "^^^^j 
precious  ointment.     1   beseech  the  blessing  of  Jehovah   upon  your  persons,     ^^ 
services  and  your  meetings.     With  all  respect  I  have  the  honor  of  calling  my»^^^ 

Most  Worthy  Gentlemen,  and  Highly  Respected  Brethren. 

Your  honor's  servant  and  brother. 

Lambertus  De  Ron<J^' 


pi: 


P.  S.     There  are  several  things  mentioned  In  your  letter  that  do  not  in  the  ^    ^^n 
relate   to  our  Conferentie   Assembly.     They   are  matters   which   have   never    ^\IL\ 
before  our  Assembly;  which  relate  to  this  city,  to  this  church  with  its  Consist: ^^  ^^^' 
also  to  my  book,  which  belongs  only  to  the  consideration  of  the  Classis.     I  '«'*^*^^t! 
therefore,  kindly  request  that  hereafter  you  would  write  us  privately  about  "^^^-^se 
so  that  the  ignorant  and  the  uneducated,  such  as  the  farmer-elders,  may  not  a^     .^^ 
your  remarks,  attending  our  Assemblies,  as  they  do;  and  that  I,   being  Inno^^^'V^j^ 
may  not  be  the  subject  of  their  abuse,  as  though  I  had  committed  some  trea^^' 
"Crimen  laesae  Majestatls."  ^\ 

Nor  can  I  very  well  leave  another  point  in  your  letter  unanswered,  namely:  ^^^^^\\ 
the   so-called    Presbyterians,    in    New   Jersey,    are    seeking   a    Professor   for  C^^^,    m 
Academy;  that  one  has  already  been  invited,  the  brethren  of  the  Coetus  ha*^^^ 
been  Invited  to  co-operate,  and  thus  they  would  call  a  Professor  for  them. 

He  who  wrote  this  to  you.  is  not  well  informed  on  these  matters.     I  am  mjT^ 
one  of  the  Trustees  or  Curators  of  that  Academy;  but,  I  must  Inform  you,  th^ 
do  not  know  anything  about  such  a  matter.     It  is.  indeed,  possible,  that  they  mil 
havtf  written  for  a  "Professor  Theologlae"  for  their  Academy,  without  any 
ticular  reference  to  those  who  call  themselves  the  Coetus,  with  whom  they  \^ 
never  yet  consulted  on  such  a   matter.     They  may  have  wished  to  show  to   ^ 
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whole  world,  and  especially  to  the  Dntch  divines,  how  zealous  they  were  for  the 
pare  doctrines  of  the  Gospel,  and  that  they  would  desire  nothing  better  than  that 
«I1  prejudices  between  the  Dntch  and  Presbyterians  should  be  removed;  that  they 
should  aim  at  one  and  the  same  end,  namely,  the  extension  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Christ.  I  also  wish  that  there  might  be  found  among  the  Dutch  such  love  and 
peace,  such  zeal  and  piety,  as  exist  among  the  Presbyterians,  not  "so-called**  but 
Presbyterians  In  very  deed— pure  CaMnlsts.  For  among  them,  those  who  become 
heretical  are  deposed,  if  they  continue  in  error;  and  if  ministers  are  proved  guilty 
of  any  wicked  deeds,  they  are  not  passed  over  in  silence,  but  they  are  rebuked,  and 
ehnrch-dlsclpline  Is  exercised  upon  them.  Such  a  case  happened  among  them  not 
long  ago. 

German  Reformed  Church,  New  York. 

New  York,  0th  July,  1766. 

Dm.  Kern  presented  a  statement  in  the  English  Language  of  the  rise  and 
progress  of  our  church,  and  how  we  had  from  time  to  time  Increased  our  debt, 
wlilch  was  read :  he  stated  that  when  signed.  It  would  be  advisable  to  get  the  signa^ 
tores  of  Dms.  Rltzema,  Auchmuty.  and  Ogllvle;  also,  that  of  his  excellency  the 
^tli^jor,  In  confirmation  of  the  truth  of  the  statements,  and  then  to  send  the  same 
to  London.  The  statement  was  accepted  and  signed  by  all,  with  the  exception  of 
Mr.  Bildman,  Elder,  (although  he  had  signed  the  same  sent  to  the  Classls  of 
^Amsterdam,)  with  the  prayer  to  God,  that  he  would  add  his  blessing. 

I'm.  Kern  requested  to  take  charge  of  the  same. 

Church  of  New  York. 

New  York,  July  10th,  1766. 
^^*>>i«Utory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

^  plan  was  presented  for  the  altering  of  the  Old  Church,  so  far  as  the  Inside  is 
^^^^nied.  It  was  unanimously  approved.  Further,  consultation  was  had  with  a 
^^'l^nter,  and  a  mason,  whether  the  stairs  to  the  Gallery  could  not  conveniently 
"^  within  the  Tower.  To  this  the  answer  was,  yes ;  and  whether  service  could  go 
I"!*  without  hindering  the  Inside  work ;  to  this  the  answer  was,  yes.  So  it  was  con- 
^^^  to  go  on  with  the  work  as  speedily  as  possible.  The  first  stone  of  the  Tower 
^1^  laid  by  domlne  Rltzema,  the  second  by  domlne  de  Ronde,  and  in  succession  by  all 
"*  consistory. 

So  done  etc., 

J.  Rltzema,  p.  t.  President. 

-^^icle  of  Accusation  against  the  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Dutch 

Church  in  New  York.    (July  22, 1766.) 

Church  of  New  York. 

.^^-  Hcv.  De  Ronde  is  annoyed  by  the  Elders  and  Deacons  in  question ;  Inasmuch  as 
/||^a  been  requested  by  them,  although  he  is  a  lawfully  ordained  minister,  not  to 

**^  In  the  English  language  in  Congregations  which  do  not  belong  to  us. 
^2}'  ^^^  above  named  Elders  and  Deacons  who  are  opposed  to  the  preaching  of 
r^*  I>e  Ronde,  in  the  mftuner  Rpecified  above,  nevertheless  countenance  the  speaking 
^^^bllc  of  women  and  young  men.  They  allow  portions  of  the  Bible  to  be 
f^^^xided  by  such  as  have  neither  a  commission  nor  calling  thereto.  Meetings  are 
J^^   which  are  Intended  for  the  members  of  a  certain  Society,  and  none  but  those 

'^  belong  to  it,  are  admitted.     These  meetings  exist  under  their  protection ;  but  at 

^  *iUne  time.  Rev.  De  Ronde  is  prohibited  from  preaching  in  other  places. 
^^^I.  It  is  laid  to  the  charge  not  only  of  the  present  Elders  and  Deacons,  but 

^  of  those  who  have  previously  been  In  office,  that  they  elect  such  members,  as 
_J*  opposed  to  Revs.  Rltema  and  De  Ronde.  In  order  that  they  may  remain  "  masters 
"^  the  situation;**  to  the  dissatisfaction  of  the  members  of  the  congregation,  who 
^▼e  to  Revs.  Rltzema  and  De  Ronde. 


i 


1766 


4066  Ecclesiastical  Records 

IV.  It  waB  also  insinuated  that  the  Elders  and  Deacons  do  not  take  proper  care 
of  the  chnrch  property. 

These  are  greyions  accnsatlons,  and  if  they  are  true,  the  Elders  and  Deacons  in 
question,  ought  to  be  called  to  acciount  for  their  unseemly  conduct.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  they  are  false  it  Is  highly  necessary  that  this  charge  be  taken  from  their 
shoulders. 

But,  inasmuch  as  the  Elders  and  Deacons  In  question,  know  of  no  persons  better 
able  to  Judge  of  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  these  accusations,  than  those  minister* 
themselves,  it  is  their  humble,  but  earnest  petition,  that  the  Rt.  Rer.  Oentlemeiit 
Rltzema,  De  Ronde  and  Laidlie,  declare  before  the  Consistory,  whether  these 
accusations  are  true  or  false.  If  true,  let  them  give  evidence.  If  false,  let  then 
declare  the  abovenamed  Elders  and  Deacons,  innocent ;  and  let  them  sign  their  namei 
to  a  written  declaration  of  such  innocence. 

New  York,  July  22nd,  17(16. 

In  accordance  with  the  above  mentioned  petition,  we  the  undersigned,  do  herebf 
declare,  that,  as  far  as  we  know,  the  Hon.  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Reform«^ 
Chnrch  of  the  City  of  New  York  are  entirely  innocent  of  the  charges  preferreiS 
against  them,  in  the  foregoing  Articles. 

Signed        Joan.  Ritiema 

Archibald  Laidlie. 
The  above  is  a  true  Copy. 
(On  the  back  of  original  Mss.) 

Articles  of  accusation  against  the  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Dntch  Refoi 
Church  in  New  York.     Upon  these  they  ask  for  a  declaration  from  the  ministers 
•aid  church,  whether  they  are  guilty  or  innocent. 

A  true  Copy. 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Synodaua,  1766. 

Orange  Nassau.     Art.  7.     The  Classis  recommends  this 
by  continuance,  to  the  Messrs.  Deputies,  and  wishes  cordially 
the  most  precious  blessings   from   the    All-Sufficient   God 
steadily  abide  upon  the  Princely  House  of  Orange  and  Nass^-^ 
and  that  the  sokmn  induction  of  his  Illustrious  Highness  into 
assumption  of  the  high  functions  of  the  Hereditary  Stadthold 
ate,  may  be  followed  by  the  most  auspicious  results;  so  that 
and  Church,  Religion  and  Liberty,  may  florish  for  length  of  y 
under  his  faithful  rule ;  and  that  his  Highness  may  continuou^^ 
experience,  until  a  gray  old  age,  the  love,  the  esteem,  and  X> 

confidence  of  a  happy  people,     xiv.  85. 

» 

Synodalia,  1766. 

New  York  and  New  Jersey.     Art.  47.     The  Classis  has  nol 
ing  further  to  report  to  the  Synod  as  to  New  York  and  N^^ 
Jersey,     xiv.  97. 
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"^itDs  OF  Tbad£  to  Govebnob  Moobb  on  Chabteb  fob  Pbbsby- 

TEBIAN  ChUBCH  OF  NeW  YobK. 


Birz — 


Whitehall,  Jaly  29,  1766. 


Sis  Majesty  haying  heen  pleased  hy  an  order  in  Cooncil  to  refer  to  ns  for  our 

OoiiAlderation  and  Report  a  Petition  of  the  present  Ministers  of  the  Presbyterian 

Cbiaarcb  in  the  City  of  New  York  praying  to  be  Incorporated  by  a  Charter  under  thft 

'^■-I      of  the  Province  of  New  York  for  the  purposes  set  forth  in  the  said  Petition. 

^^       think   It  necessary    (not   only   from   a   Consideration  of  the   Nature   of   th« 

^^A'^ion  in  general  but  also  as  it  refers  to  a  like  application  formerly  made  by  thB 

Mid.     Ministers  to  Lieutenant  Governor  De  Lancy  and  to  proceedings  had  thereupon) 

^    ^ciud  you  the  enclosed  copy  of  the  said  Petition,  desiring  that  you  will,  after 

havftsig  commanicated  It  to. the  Council  for  such  advice  &  Information  as  they  may 

^  ^"tole  to  give  you  upon  it,  report  to  us  in  the  fullest  manner,  the  present  State  and 

GoK&^aitlon  of  this  Protestant  Establishment,  and  also  all  the  Proceedings  upon  th« 

Pc^S.'tton  alledged  to  have  been  presented  in  the  administration  of  Mr.  Delancy,  and 

tlitt       reasons  why  such  Petition  did  not  proceed  at  that  time,  with  your  opinion 

vla^-Uier  from  any  particular  circumstance  in  the  present  state  of  the  Province  of 

He-^v*   York,  there  are  any  objections  to  Complying  with  a  Request,  which  In  the 

Bral  and   abstracted  view  of   it  appears  to   us   to  be  no  ways  Improper  or 


Dartmouth 
John  Roberts 
Wm.  Fitsherbert 
Palmerston. 
—Doe.  Hist  N.  Y.  Vol.  Hi,  p.  303. 


e  are  Sir  your  most  obedient  Servants, 


<CfceMardi  18,  1766.) 
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Aorrs  of  thb  Synod  of  North  Holland,  July  29-Aug.  7, 1766. 

Vol.  65. 

Abtiole  47. — Pennsylvania 

**  ^ney  were  most  earnestly  warned  about  the  folly  of  their  efforts,  and  shoim 

2^  disadvantageous  it  was  to  them  to  withdraw  themselves  from  subordination  to 

™*  ^«therlands  churches,  and  to  want  to  organise  Classes  and  Synods  among  them- 

fmJ^^^      A  copy  also  was  sent  them  of  tfie  Action  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland, 

|J^    '^vhlcb  had  been  handed  to  the  Commissioner  from  New  York,  where  also  the 

^'''"^^lon  of  a  Classls  was  contemplated. 


*  •  « 


Abticlb  48. — New  Yobk  and  New  Jebsey. 


Tlfc, 


^«^^^r  Hon.  Mightinesses  had  no  remarks  to  offer  on  this  Article. 
f^/^^    Corresiiondlng  Delegates  have  nothing  about  It  In  their  Acts. 

^     Deputies  and  all  the  Classes  arc  waiting  for  news  from  Amsterdam  and 
**^^nend  this  matter  to  the  Deputies. 


Chtjbch  of  New  Yobk. 

New  York,  August  6th,  1766. 


It 


'^ras  resolved  that  the  £100.  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  be  taken  for  ths 

^  of  the  Old  Church.     Also  that  in  the  coming  week  the  Treasurer  shall  ses 

can  obtain  the  interest  already  due  from  L.  Morris,  and  others:  and  if  not. 
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then  the  committee  shall  endeavor  to  take  up  the  needful  sum  on  interest  A''     m^ib^ 
therefore  a  bond  which  shall  be  signed  by  the  Presidont  and  two  Elders,  In  ther 
of  the  Consistory. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Rltxei^^^' 

Acts  of  the  Deputies,  About  October  1766. 

Opponents  of  Rev.  H.  Meyer  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  AugU^ 

13,  1766.     Vol.  33,  page  120.     Xo.  391. 

(Abstract) 

Letter,  written  Aug.  13,  1766,  by  Rey.  Freyenmoet.  V.  D.  ^L  at  Livingston  Manor, 
etc.  and  Rev.  Cock,  V.  D.  M.,  at  the  Camp  of  Rhinelx'-jk.  In  the  nn  ne  of  the  Chordi 
Assembly  held  at  Kingston.     It  contains, 

I.  That  Rev.   Meyer  had  called  a  Meeting  of  all  the  Vu'.oh  churches  in  both 
Provinces;  that  only  such  of  the  ministers  as  count  themseires  to  be  members  of 
the  Coetus,  were  in  attendance,  at  Kingston,  on  the  8th  of  May,  1766;  that  tiM 
Acts  of  the  Kingston  consistory  were  condemned,  and  the  action  of  Rev.  Meyer  wai 
jQstifled.    Also 

II.  That,  in  the  place  of  Rev.  Meyer,  another  pastor  and  teacher  should  be  MOt, 
in  accordance  with  the  accompanying  Call,  and  that  he  be  sent  over  soon. 

They  close  wishing  us  God's  best  blessings. 
With  this  letter  was  enclosed 

Church  of  New  York. 

New  York,  August  20th,  176e. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

1.  (This  entry  in  the  original  Dutch  Record  is  carefully  erased.     Page  358.) 

2.  Two  bonds  were  presented,  one  to  Mr.  Jas.  Van  Antwerp  for  £300;  the  other 
to  Mr.  James  Jauncey  for  £500.  These  were  ordered  to  be  sealed  with  the  seal  of 
the  corporation. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  wall  of  the  Old  Church  along  the  street,  which  is  too  weftk 
to  stand  and  must  be  taken  down,  should  be  extended  eight  feet  farther  toward  the 
street;  and  the  opportunity  thus  given  should  be  used  to  put  the  stairs  leading  to 
the  Gallery  on  the  outside  of  the  Tower,  and  not  within. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Rltzema,  p.  t.  President. 

Rev.  IIermanus  Meyer  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Aug. 
21,  17G0.     Vol.  33,  Page  101.     No.  303. 

(Abstract.) 

A  letter  from  Rev.  Hermanus  Meyer,  minister  at  Kingston,  Aug.  21,  1706. 

He  complains  about  the  ill-treatment  put  upon  his  person  and  his  ministry, 
by  those  of  the  consistory  at  Kingston,  and  by  the  neighboring  ministers,  B^jen- 
moet  and  Cock;  and  seeks  to  Justify  his  conduct,  without,  however,  subordinating 
himself  to  the  Classis.     His  Rev.  closes  his  letter  wishing  the  Classls  welL 

N.  B.  The  Classis  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  answer  this  letter;  bat,  with 
the  consent  of  the  Classis,  Col.  ten  Brink  has  written  his  Rev.  a  letter.  In  his 
own  name,  in  a  friendly  and  fraternal  spirit.  He  exhorts  Rev.  Meyer  to  sob- 
ordinate  himself  to  the  Classis.  The-  only  result  has  been  that  Rev.  Meyer  oon- 
tinnes  to  refuse  the  subordination,  and  the  Classis  has  approved  his  remoTsI 
from  the  ministry  in  the  church  at  Kingston. 
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— 'OBXELIUS    ClOPPEH   TO   THE   ClASSIS    OF   AMSTERDAM,    AuG.    23, 

1766.     Vol.  33,  Page  120.     No.  392. 

(Abstract.) 

A  letter  from  Cornelius  Clopper,  written  at  New  York,  Aug.  23,  1766;  In  which 
^Ms  Hon.    promises   to   provide   for   the   minister,    to  be  called   at   Kingston,   400 
Qorlns,  If  be  Is  unmarried,  and  600  florins,  if  married — which  moneys  can  be  had 
^  dne  time  from  Mr.  Jan  Hadshon,  a  merchant  here. 

Church  of  New  York. 
Marriage  with  deceased  wife's  sister. 

New  York,   Angust  25th,  1766. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

1.  The  marriage  of  Mr.  Jacob  Le  Roy  with  his  deceased  wife's  sister  was 
bronght  up  as  Inconsistent  with  laws  human  and  divine.  Thereupon  the  Coor 
•Istory  unanimously  judged  that  he  be  denied  the  Lord's  Supper  so  long  as  ht 
continues  In  this  relation;  and  that  the  Consistory  make  this  known  In  the 
tenderest  manner  possible,  and  to  the  least  Injury  of  the  family.  The  Blder^ 
Pieter  Lott  shall  do  this. 

2.  (This  entry  is  erased.    See  p.  358.) 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Bitsenuu 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Lbtteks. 

1706»  Sept.  1.  Art.  2.  The  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Extents  report  that  they  hart 
received  a  letter  from  Rev.  Rysdyk,  dated  April  23,  1766,  at  New  Hackensack,  in 
the  name  of  the  Convention,  (which  tried  Rev.  Meyer).  This  body  consists  of 
the  ministers  Kok,  at  the  Camp;  Friemoet  (Freyenmoet)  at  Levlngvtong  (Llylng- 
eton  Manor);  and  Rysdyk  at  (New)  Hackensack,  etc. 

Alio  n  letter  from  Rev.  Meyer,  dated  May  20,  1706,  at  Kingiton.    xIt.  9& 

Church  of  New  York. 
Efforts  to  effect  peace. 

New  York,  September,  SOtli,  1766w 

Coniiatory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

1.  The  Consistory  considering  the  divided  state  of  the  congregation  between 
the  so-called  English  and  Dutch  parties,  and  that  there  is  a  rumor  spread  abroad 
by  many,  to  which  It  feels  bound  to  pay  attention,  that  the  Consistory  does  not  do 
Its  duty  in  seeking  peace,  to  which  however  the  Dutch  party  la  inclined;  there- 
fore Resolved  to  send  two  of  their  number  to  Mr.  Abel  Hardenbrock,  with  the 
proposal  that  if  he  be  really  inclined  to  peace,  a  number  of  suitable  persona 
should  l>e  appointed  by  them  in  the  name  of  the  whole  number,  to  meet  with  the 
Consistory,  In  order  to  make  peace  on  solid  grounds. 

2l  The  persons  appointed  (by  us)  are  to  make  Mr.  Hardenbrock  understand  that 
this  proposal  does  not  come  from  fear  on  their  (our)  side,  but  only  from  a  con- 
lictfon  of  the  evil  consequences  which  the  announcement  of  the  special  verdict 
will  have  on  the  whole  congregation — not  peace  at  all,  but  a  perpetual  division^ 
at  war  with  that  love  which  Christianity  requires. 

The  Blders  P.  Lott,  and  Com.  Clopper  were  appointed. 

Signed  etc., 

Lambertus  de  Ronde,  p.  t.  President. 
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New  York.  October  %  11 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

The  Blders  made  report  of  their  errand  to  Mr.  Hardenbrock,  to  the  effect 
he  coQld  not  trouble  himself  to  undertake  anything  tending  to  reconciliation 
union. 

Signed  etc., 

Lambertns  de  Bonde,  p.  t.  Preaidi 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amstsbdam. 

Lettbbs. 

1766,  Oct  6th.  Art  2  ad  3.  The  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exte 
read  to  the  Assembly  a  letter  to  Rev.  Rysdyk,  minister  at  (1S& 
Hackensack,  etc,  which  was  approved  for  forwarding,    xiv.  101- 

Correspondence  From  America. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Isaack  Rysdyck,  V.  D. 
at  New  Hakkensak,  Scriba  of  the  Assembly  which  censured 
Meyer;  Oct  6,  1766.     Vol.  31,  page  278.     No.  166. 

Rev.  Sir  and  Brother: — 

We  have  safely  received  yonr  letter  as  Scriba  of  the  Conyentns  held  at 
iipon  the  case  of  Mr.  Meyer,  and  the  Mlnntes  of  that  Meeting;  alao  the  letters 
Rev.  Mr.  Fryenmoet,  and  the  said  Rev.  Meyer;  as  well  as  the  copy  of  the  ao-emi 
"Precepts,"  whereby  Rev.  Cock  was  arrested,  and  made  to  take  the  oath  of 
''Becognlied  Relation."* 

We  reply  as  follows: — Concerning  the  censure  Imposed  on  Rev.  Meyer:  Wi 
have  pondered  the  reasons  which  Induced  the  Rev.  Assembly  to  censure  bim;  am 
after  mature  deliberation  and  In  the  fear  of  the  Liord.  we  find  them  of  such  a 
natnre,  especially  when  the  matter  Is  considered  In  all  Its  relations,  that  they 
must  be  fully  justified.  Wherefore,  on  the  request  made  to  us  by  you  In  behalf 
of  the  Consistory  of  Kingston  we  approve  the  action  taken  by  your  Assembly  as 
there  held.  In  reference  to  said  censure,  and  ratify  It  with  our  usual  seal. 

Also,  for  the  same  reasons,  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  Rev.  Meyer,  If  he  con- 
tinue to  refuse  subordination,  should  be  removed,  and  another  minister  called  In 
his  place.  But  however  that  may  be.  Inasmuch  as  Rev.  Meyer  In  other  respects 
has  praise  In  the  Gospel,  we  would  gladly  see  your  Assembly  make  further 
efforts  to  bring  this  brother,  under  God's  blessing,  to  the  right,  by  holding  before 
him  the  reasons  of  your  action;  that  you  only  censure  him  upon  the  proper  and 
csontlnued  request  of  the  Consistory  and  the  majority  of  the  members  of  his 
church;  that  you  did  It  most  reluctantly  and  with  great  emotion,  and  only  for 
urgent  reasons;  on  which  account  also  we  approve  of  It;  that  your  brotherly  affec- 
tion remains,  of  which  you  have  given  plain  proofs,  by  requesting  his  Consistory 
and  congregation,  notwithstanding  the  censure,  to  continue  his  salary;  but  that 
you  can  never  take  steps  towards  his  coniploto  restoration,  as  long  as  he  refuses 
subordination;  and  that  such  subordination  is  in  harmony  with  his  own  proponls 
and  promises  formerly  made  to  his  Consistory,  as  well  as  consistent  with  his 
civil  oath;  for  Rev.  Cock  has  taken  the  same  oath,  and  yet  remains  subordinate. 

With  such  arguments  as  these,  one  of  our  beloved  brethren  here,  to  whom  Rer. 
Meyer  has  written  on  this  subject,  will  endeavor,  though  not  officially  In  our 
name,  to  Induce  him   to  submit,   so  as  to  prevent,   if  possible,   his  removal.     We 


•See  Doc.  Hist.  (4  to.  ed.)  III.  599.  Centennial  Discourses,  pages  89,  90.  Cock  took 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  Great  Britain  on  Oct.  10,  1764.  A  ** Precept"  In  Bnc  Law 
is  a  written  command;  a  species  of  Writ  or  Process.  The  "Recognized  RelattoB" 
•eems  to  mean  the  Relation  to  English  Sovereignty. 
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lid  also  like  to  know  what  action  the  Assembly  of  all  the  North  American 

oh  Reformed  Chnrches,  called  together  by  Rer.  Meyer  has  taken  in  his  case. 

expect  also,  that  YOU,   by  the  grace  of  God,   will  continue  to  defend  and 

(-tfldn   the   established   Church   Order,   prudently   and   courageously,   bearing  all 

»ngs  patiently,  and  even  doing  good  to  your  enemies. 

nally,  we  thank  yon  heartily  for  your  wlshed-for  blessings  upon  us,  and  we 

e  that  the  same  may   be  granted  richly  to  yourselves,   to  your  families  and 

rchcs.    May  the  God  of  all  grace,  who  hath  called  you  unto  his  eternal  glory, 

dhrlst  Jesus,  after  that  ye  have  suffered  awhile  make  you  perfect,  stablish* 

^t't.le,  Ftrengthen  you.    To  Him  be  glory  and  dominion  forever  and  ever,  Amen. 

Etc.,  etc. 

Wm.  Vanden   Brock,  Praeses. 
A.  Becol,  Scrlba. 
Tn    Classis,  Amsterdam,  Oct.  e,  1760. 

Church  of  Xew  York. 

New  York,  October  9th,  176(1. 
Ocnsistory  held  after  calling  on  God*s  name. 

^E^welve  articles  were  read,  to  be  proposed  to  the  brethren  now  at  variance.  Upon 
'^©■e  the  Consistory  Is  Inclined  to  end  all  dispute  and  establish  a  firm  and  lasting 
P^Ace.  These  were  approved  by  the  Consistory  In  the  hope  and  expectation  that 
tiius  the  desired  end  would  be  gained.  Further,  Resolved  that  these  Articles  should 
^  Inserted  word  for  word  in  the  church-book,  and  that  the  Elders  Livingston  and 
Clopper  deliver  them  to  the  opposing  party. 

Signed  etc., 

Lambertus  de  Ronde,  p.  t.  President. 

-^^TicLBs   OF   Peace  Proposed  by  the  Consistory  to   the 

"  Dutch  Party,"  Oct.  9,  1766. 

'^^'^Ides  proposed  by  the  present  Consistory  of  the  Dutch  Congregation  of  the 
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^c^  New  York  to  compose  the  dispute  now  existing  in  the  Congregation. 
^*     TThe  Rev.  Archibald  Laidlle  is  recognized  by  both  parties  as  a  minister  In  foil 
union  of  said  church,  the  same  as  the  present  Dutch  minister.     Still  he  shall 


^     **    K^«ve  the  least  enjoyment  or  control  of  the  church -estates  given  and  confirmed 
^    '^^e  support  of  the  Dutch  ministers,  but  shall  receive  his  salary  from  the  sub- 


:ions  which  have  been  or  hereafter  shall  be  made  for  that  purpose,  unless  the 
^T    ■■Orlptlons  should  fall  short,  in  which  case  the  deficiency  shall  be  made  up  oat 


collections  at  the  English  service. 

Although  the  church-estates  given  for  the  support  of  the  Dutch  ministers  are 

^lently  secured  for  that  end  by  the  wills  of  the  respective  testators,  the  Charter, 

'^*    %he  Act  of  Assembly,  yet  every  one  who  may  hereafter  be  chosen  to  church  ofllce 

^^^   be  obliged  when  he  subscribes  the  book  for  the  salary  of  the  Dutch  ministers* 

^^  ^l^d  himself  that  he  will  use  none  of  the  church  estates  above  mentioned  directly 

'  *^<llrectly,  for  the  behoof  of  the  English  service. 

^     The  collections  made  as  well  at  the  English  as  at  the  Dutch  service  shall  be 


to 


for  the  support  of  the  poor  members  of  the  congregation  as  customary ;  and 
remains  over  of  the  English  collection  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  English 
^ce. 
^     «     The  English  service  shall  continue  fixed  for  morning  and  evening  In  the  New 

(^^■ch  as  is  now  usual. 
l^^^«      If  hereafter  the   English   brethren   shall   see   fit   to   call   another   minister  to 
^   ^^«h  In  English  he  must  be  commissioned  according  to  the  Constitution  of  ihe 
^^  ^ch  of  Holland. 

"^     Since  the  Consistory  regrets  the  present  division  In  the  congregation,  and  are 
7  on  their  side  to  remove  It,  and  give  all  possible  satisfaction  to  the  opposing 
^ren,  they  agree  that  the  so-called   Dutch  brethren  may  at  the  next  election 
^,^^  ^J^ose  eight  persons  for  Elders,  eight  for  Deacons,  and  four  for  Church  Masters, 
of  which  double  number  the  Consistory  promises  to  choose  four  Elders,  four 
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Deaconi,  and  two  Cburch  Hasters  to  serve  Id  the  Old  Churcb,  and  not  be 

to   chaege  plaag   trom   the   Old    to    the   New   «■    Ig    now   oaiul, 

freedom  therein :  which  pereona  so  chosen  shall  every  year   (antll   It  la  ■ITHil  .. 

mutual  eallBfactlon  otherwise)   propose  their  successors  to  be  cboaen  bj  tb>  wlmW^ 

consistory  In  their  place:  aad  of  the  Elders  and  Deacons  so  cboien,  one  ball  t\ii\  ^' . 

KO  out  of  ofllee  after  one  gear's  BCrvlcc.  bo  as  (o  pave  the  wbt  for  cbooalni  nit'^^y 

year  one  hall   new  members   ol   conBlBlorf.   according   to   tbe   old   eaatom  ot  thlt  ^^ 

CoDKregalion.  ^^^^W* 

T.  There  sball  alivays  be  four  llldera  and  sli  Deacons,  and  two  Cbareh  Uaatert         ^^  ^^ 

tor  tbe  servlee  In  tbe  Nen  Church,  ot  whom  one  Elder,  and  two  Deacona  ifaall  b*  ^t'*^^ 

chosen  at  tbe  next  election  by  tbe  present  Conslatory ;  two  Elders  and  three  Deacon*  .^9^ 

shall    yearly   go   out  of  offlee    in    the   New   Church,    and   an    equal    number   of  new  ^^^ 

Elders  and  DeacQOB  togelher  with  the  DeceBgary  Church  UaaterB.  h  .nil  la  place  tf  .9^^ 

tbe  outgoing  members,  be  proposed  by  the  Elders  sod  Deacona  doing  servUe  thera,  c0<' 

to  he  cboBCD  by  the  whole  Cooelatory  as  Id   the  foregoing  Article ;   and   thua  tram  1.*^ 
year  to  j-ear  one  balf  shall  go  out  ami  be  chosen,  bo  long  aa  It  la  asreed  to  mntnal 

satlBf action.  !«■ 

S.  If  any  Elder,  Deacon,  or  Cburcb  Master  abonld  die  before  tbe  day  ot  aaanal  — , 

election,  wbetber  of  tbe  Old  or  New  CoDalstoty.  another  aball  be  choaen  In  hia  plaM  ^^ 

aa  Is  stated  In  Atllclea  atb  and  Tth.  ^ 

e.  The  persons  thus  chosen  far  the  Old  Church  and  the  New  Church  altall  OMkt  ^ 

one  consistory  In  name  and  fact,  and  be  one  body  according  to  the  Charter,  and  th«  •^ 

Act  of  Assembly   coniernlnB  our   congregation;    and   further,    all   aew    ConalatorlM  ^ 

shall  be  alike  ordained    In  one   church,   and  by   one  form,   aa  alwaya  liithcrta   bM  *^ 
beeo  (be  case. 

10.  The  election  and  nomination  ot  nev  Conalatorle*  aball  alwaya  be,  and  ramaln  '"^ 
In  tbe  RuIIde  Coaelatory.  aa  baa  always  been  customary,  accordlnc  to  the  ConstltB-  '" 
(Ion  of  our  church. 

11.  Tbe  ault  brought  against  tbe  Consistory  by  Mr,  Abel  Hardenbroeh  ahall  ecaa^  •* 
and  all  discord  and  strife  be  forgotten,  and  brotherly  love  and  aReetlMi  tak*  thdr  "VB 

12.  Since  there  has  been  much  dispute  In  the  Dutch  ehurehea  of  tlila  land  MS-  -— <■ 
cemlng  the  Assemblies  known  as  CnetuB,  and  Confereatle,  with  which  tbla  Om|i*-  -^^ 
gallon  hitherto  has  had  nothing  to  do.  and  since  It  mnit  nndonbtedlj  ba  tor  tht  ^mI 
advantage  of  the  Coogregatlon  not  to  Join  with  either,  the  Conriatory,  propoMB  to  -n^ 
the  brethren  to  agree  that  this  Congregation,  together  wlUi  domlne  Cjaldlle,  ahall  XCa 
Btand  aloof  from  said  Assembly  and  recoenlie  no  one  aa  Competent  Jadn  over  It  ^M 
etcept  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amaterdam,  and  that  on  the  aame  footing  aa  tbla  c 
gatlon  stood  upon  before  Coetus  or  Conferpntle  was  tbooght  of,  Id  order  thna  to 
ward  off  tbe  quarrels,  disputes  and  divisions  which  abonnd  elsewhere.  Still  It  la 
not  meant  by  this  to  hinder  the  Dnich  ministers  of  this  congregstlon  from  attendlag 
the  Assembly  to  wblch  they  already  belong,  since  that  la  marked  aa  an  flawiinlilj 
sobordtnate  to  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam. 

Signed  etc. 

la  De  Ronde,  p.  t.  Preridaat. 


Articles  ov  P^lvce  Proposed  by  the  Dutch  Party  to  the  ^e^aie 
CoxsiSTORY,  Oct.  15,  1766. 

Articles  presented  by  Jakobua  Stoutenberg.  Huybert  van  Wagenen,  Jno.  Hardca — ^aj^Jig. 

brock  and Van  Gelden  appointed  by  that  part  of  the  Dutch  rnnfTrfa     im  m    n 

tloo  ot  the  City  of  New  York,  which  calls  Itself  Dutch,  for  the  reunion  ot  the  aame.  _-. 

1.  Domlne  Archibald  Lsldlle  must  receive  his  salary  from  the  anbacrlptloDa  whlcteX^*.!  lei 
have  been,  or  shall  be  made,  and  shall  have  no  enjoyment  or  control  ot  the  c        ~    ~ 
propertlea  given  for  the  support  of  the  Dutch  ministers  or  poor  membara.  determbH 
by  the  respective  wills.  Charter,  and  Acts  of  Assembly  and  Confirmation,  to 
use  said  properties  shall  alwaya  be  applied,  so  far  ss  shall  or  may  be  seceaaar; 

2.  The  Engllab  mlnlsler  sball  not  meddle  with  any  disputes.  It  aneh  there 
the  Dutch  brethren,  nor  the  Dutch  ministers  with  those  of  tbe  Engllab  brethre: 
ahall   the  Engllab   minister  alt  as  Treeaes  when   any  matter  tooehlng  tlie  I 
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brethren  is  handled,  nor  the  Dutch  minister,  when  a  matter  belongs  to  the  English 
lirethren  is  handled. 

3.  Domine  Laldlle  shall  bind  himself  not  to  depend  upon  or  claim  a  right  to  the 

•nccession  appointed  by  the  Charter,  to  which  also  any  minister  hereafter  called  to 

preach  In  English  shall  bind  himself,  and  such  minister  must  have  a  commission 

like  the  Dutch  ministers,  according  to  the  Constitution  and  direction  of  the  Synod 

at  I>ort. 

4.  The  English  service  shall  be  limited  to  the  New  Church,  morning  and  evening, 
luroal,  and  the  Dutch  minister  shall  occupy  the  afternoon. 

6.  The  collections  in  both  services  shall  be  for  the  support  of  the  poor  members 
\  osoalt  a  like  sum  for  each ;  and  what  remains  of  the  Dutch  collection  shall  be 

tlie  Dutch  eervlce,  and  the  overplus  of  the  English  collection  for  the  English 
rice. 
O.   The  Dutch  schools  and  catechizings  shall  be  restored. 

7.  There  shall  always  be  in  the  Old  Church  and  in  the  New  an  equal  number  of 
^Ciders,  Deacons  and  Church  Masters,  one  half  of  whom  shall  go  out  every  year,  and 

names  of  their  successors  proposed  by  the  Dutch  brethren  to  the  Ruling  Consis- 

for  their  consent  and  approval  to  serve  in  the  Old  Church ;  and  in  like  manner 

he  done  by  the  English  brethren  for  the  service  in  the  New  church ;  which 

Xiersons  so  prox)osed  for  the  Old  Church,  and  the  New  shall  always  be  nominated  and 

^approved  by  the  Ruling  Consistory ;  and  the  Elders  and  Deacons  thus  nominated 

^OiaU  together  with  those  already  in  office  make  one  Consistory  in  name  and  fact, 

aand  one  body  according  to  the  Charter  of  the  Congregation.     Yet  this  nomination 

shall  not  be  by  the  appearance  in  person  of  all  the  members  of  the  church  but 

tyj  a  committee,  by  a  subscription  of  said  members,  made,  or  from  time  to  time,  to 

'be  made,  for  the  purpose. 

8.  If  any  of  said  Elders,  Deacons,  or  Church  Masters,  whether  for  the  Old  Church 
or  the  New,  shall  die  before  the  day  of  the  annual  election,  the  Ruling  Consistory 
ahall  appoint  a  day  to  put  another  In  his  place  in  the  same  manner  as  aforesaid. 

9.  The  newly  chosen  Consistory  as  well  for  the  Old  Church,  as  the  New,  shall  be 
«rdalned  in  like  manner,  and  with  one  form  in  the  Old  Chnrch. 

10.  The  suit  brought  against  the  Consistory  by  Abel  Hardenbrock  riiall  cease,  and 
«U  means  be  need  to  remove  all  strife  and  discord,  in  the  hope  to  replace  them  by 
the  former  love  and  unity. 

Thus  done  in  our  Assembly,  October  15th,  1766. 

Hnybert  van  Wagenen. 

Church  of  New  York. 
Possibilities  of  Peace. 

New  York,  October  16,  1766. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God*8  name. 

The  ten  Articles  signed  by  Huybert  van  Wagenen  were  presented.  The  Consistory 
lacked  time  to  consider  them  properly,  (since  the  period  for  the  election  was  Just 
at  hand,)  and  so  gave  a  satisfactory  reply  to  the  brethren ;  bnt  they  saw  that  if  they 
were  compared  with  the  twelve  presented  by  them  to  the  brethren,  it  was  possible 
for  a  suitable  nnmber  of  moderate  brethren  to  hit  npon  an  accommodation,  and  they 
therefore  requested  that  the  negotiation  for  peace  might  not  be  broken  off  by  the 
election  which  must  now  be  had,  but  undertaken  anew  when  the  election  was  over. 

Signed, 

Lambertus  de  Ronde,  p.  t  President. 

Election  of  New  Consistory  According  to  Usage  and  tub 

Charter  by  the  Old  Consistory. 

New  York,  October  16th,  1766. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God*s  name. 

The  following  were  chosen  in  place  of  the  outgoing  members;  Elders:  Pieter 
Marschalk,  Cornelius  Bogart,  Theodoras  Van  Wyck.    Deacons:  Gerrit  Abeel,  Isaac 
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Booseyelt,  Nicholas  Bogart,  Adrian  Bancker,  Jr^  Gerrlt  Bapalye,  Jakob  Duje. 
Church  Masters :  Jno.  Anthony,  Jeremiah  Brower.  Whereupon  the  Consistory  went 
into  the  church  and  read  the  following  to  the  entire  assembly  of  both  parties. 

'*  The  Consistory  are  entirely  of  opinion  tliat  they  have  an  incontrovertible  rlfbt 
according  to  the  Constitution  of  the  church  to  nominate  and  elect  their  succenocs 
unhindered  according  to  old  usage,  the  Charter  and  the  Act  of  Assembly ;  bat  sines 
at  present  an  action  has  been  brought  against  the  Consistory,  disputing  their  right 
as  above  mentioned,  and  we  are  Informed  that  some  of  the  members  of  the  Congre- 
gation Intend  on  this  day  to  vote  for  new  members  of  Consistory,  contrary  to  tl** 
above  stated  usage,  etc. :  therefore  the  Consistory  will  not  hinder  such  memben  ^ 
think  they  have  a  voice  In  the  election,  from  giving  their  votes,  although  th^  sbtf^ 
lutely  deny  that  the  members  of  the  congregation  have  any  such  right  of  eleeti^^ 
but  claim  in  every  respect  such  right  for  themselves,  for  the  reasons  aforesaid."         ^ 

Whereon  the  votes  were  taken  in  the  presence  of  two  Notaries,  and  it  was 
that  by  far  the  majority  of  members  gave  their  approval  to  the  election  of 
Consistory,  and  so  the  above  named  were  recognised  in  the  offices  to  which  they 
been  nominated,  and  chosen,  and  subsequently  were  ordained. 

New  York,  October  21st,  17M. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God*s  name. 

It  was  resolved  to  take  up  another  £500.  to  complete  the  Old  Charch,  and  the 
matter  was  committed  to  the  care  of  Elders  Cornelius  Clopper  and  Jos.  Brsvoort; 
and  the  Deacon.  Evert  Bancker. 

Lambertns  de  Ronde,  p.  t.  President. 

Queen's  College — Fibst  Charter,  Nov.  10,  1766. 

First  Charter  of  Queen's  College  is  dated  Nov.  10,  1766.  This  Is  referred  to  In 
various  documents  and  letters,  and  a  copy  of  It  was  sent  to  Holland ;  bat  it  does 
not  seem  to  be  on  record  at  Trenton,  N.  J.  neither  was  a  copy  found  in  the  Archives 
at  Amsterdam,  when  these  were  thoroughly  searched  In  1897-8.  Yet  copies  must  be 
in  existence  somewhere.  A  careful  study  and  comparison  of  the  allusions  to  this 
Charter,  in  these  documents,  and  the  Charter  of  May  20,  1770,  may  be  soggestivs. 
See  April  4,  1767. — B.  T.  Corwin. 

Petition  for  a  Charter  for  the  Dutch  Churches  of  Marble- 
town,  Etc.,  in  Ulster  County.     Nov.  11, 1766. 

To  Ills  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Moore,  Baronet.  Captain  General  and  Governor  In 
Chief  of  the  ProvlDce  of  New  York  and  the  Territories  thereon  depending  In 
America,   Vice  Admiral  of  the  same  etc.,  etc. 

In  ConnclL 

The  Petition  of  Dirk  Romeyn,  Minister  of  the  Churches  of  Marbletown  Rochester 
and  Wawarsink  In  Ulster  County ;  Jacob  Haasbrouck,  Solomon  Van  Wagenen  and 
Levi  Pauling,  Elders  of  Marbletown ;  Abraham  Konstabie,  Hendrick  Smith,  Fred- 
erlck  Shorter  and  Cornelius  Tack,  Jr.,  Deacons  of  Marbletown ;  and  Johannes  Smith 
and  Ilrle  Tack.  Kirk-Masters  of  Marbletown :  Nicolas  Keter,  Jacob  Hoornbeek.  Dirk 
Hoornbeek  &  Elias  Depuy,  Elders  of  Rochester ;  Frederick  Shenigh,  Isaiah  Robinson, 
Cornelius  Oosterboudt  and  Benjamin  Merkell,  Deacons  of  Rochester :  Lodewyck 
Schoonmakcr  and  Jacobus  Bush,  Jr.,  Kirk-Masters  of  Rochester ;  Johannes  Gerardns 
Hardenbergb  and  .Tohannos  Bevler,  Eiders  of  Wawarsink ;  Stephen  Dewltt  and  John 
Egbertse  Dewltt.  Deacons  of  Wawarsink ;  and  Andrles  Bevler  and  Benjamin  Bevier» 
Kirk-Masters  of  Wawarsink. 
Humbly  Sheweth 

That  this  Province  was  originally  settled  by  Emigrants  from  the  United  Provinces 
subject  to  the  States  General  in  Europe,  many  of  whom  set  themselves  down  in 
the  said  County  of  Ulster,  and  their  Descendants  have  long  since  planted  the 
Churches  abovenamed.  and  have  decent  Edifices,  in  which  the  worship  of  God  is 
carried  on  according  to  the  Usages  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Churches 
of  the  United  Provinces  in  Europe. 
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That  the  laid  Chnrches  of  Marbletown,  Rochester  and  Wawarslnk  each  enjoy 
Real  Estates  glyen  by  well  disposed  Persons  for  the  Maintenance  of  the  Wor- 
•bip  of  God,  and  the  members  of  the  same  being  unable  at  present  to  support  more 
tlian  one  Minister  thro*  the  Discouragement  to  farther  Benefactions  for  want  of 
Corporate  Powers  to  hold  Estates  to  pious  uses  &  preserve  and  hand  them  down 
to  Posterity  secure  against  any  secular  Applications  of  the  same;  And  being  very 
•desiroos  of  the  privilege  of  an  Incorporation  so  often  granted  to  Episcopal  Churches 
suid  other  Dutch  Churches  of  their  Perswaslon  both  in  this  and  the  Province  of 
NeifT  Jersey 

ITour  Petitioners  who  Appeal  with  the  utmost  Confidence  to  the  whole  Govern- 
ment for  the  Pidelity  and  Loyalty  of  the  People  of  their  Perswaslon,  most  humbly 
your  Excellency  to  grant  them  His  Majesty's  Letters  Patent  under  the  Great 
l1  of  this  Province  creating  them  a  Body  politic  and  Corporate  in  Deed  and  in 
Ksune  by  the  Name  and  Style  of  The  Minister,  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Reformed 
Protestant  United  Dutch  Churches  of  Marbletown,  Rochester  and  Wawarsink;  and 
tlui^  they  and  their  Successors  may  thereby  be  enabled  to  acquire  and  hold  a  com- 
petent Real  Estate  and  injoy  such  other  Power  and  Privileges  as  may  be  necessary 
for   the  pious  Purposes  aforesaid  nearly  similar  to  those  granted  to  the  Low  Dutch 
Protestants  of  the  Cities  of  New  York  and  Albany,  and  Townships  of  Kingston  and 
8eli«nectady  and  other  Places  to  be  specified  in  a  Draft  of  a  Charter  which  they 
b^S    leave  hereafter  to  present — Or  that  Your  Excellency  would  be  pleased  to  grant 
th«iii  such  other  aid  in  the  Prosecution  of  the  laudable  Design  abovementioned  as 
^     7oar  Excellency   shall   seem   meet.     And  your   Petitioners  presuming  upon  the 
^^^dom.  Generosity  &  Impartiality  of  the  Government  under  which  they  live  will 
*^^r  priy,  etc 

D.  Romeyn,  Minister  ^        On    Behalf    of    Themselvi 
Levi  Pawling 
Jacob  Hombeek 
Johannls  Bevler 
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and  the  rest  of  the  Peti- 
tioners by  whom  they  are 
Impowered. 


York, 
11th  November,  1766. 


—Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  Vol.  ill.  pp.  600,  601. 


CiiTJROH  OF  New  York. 

^^l^lication  of  Banns.    Eeoord  of  Baptisms.    The  Organ.    Psalm 

Book. 

New  York,  November  24th,  1766. 

K^slstory   held  after  calling   on   God*s   name. 

Mention  was  made  of  several  Irregularities  which  frustrate  the  true  design 

^w    '^^^^  publication  of  bans  in  our  church.     Wherefore  the  Consistory  thought  proper 

^^*'      hereafter  no  one  shall  be  proclaimed  in  our  church,  unless*  there  be  first  a 

r  request  made  or  the  marriage  be  lawfully  entered   upon   with   consent  of 

ts,  guardians  or  friends;  and  further  that  none  be  announced  twice  in  one 

tut  on  three  successive  Sundays  and  if  it  be  necessary,  during  the  week,  and 

«nly,  of  such  persons  as  belong,  either  the  man  or  the  women  to  our  congrega- 

^  A  copy  of  this  shall  be  given  to  each  minister. 

^^^»      ^lio  to  each  clerk  shall  be  given  a  copy  of  the  order  that  he  shall  record  no 

^^**^ren,  unless  the  father  or  the  mother,  or  at  least  one  of  the  witnesses  present 

j^^e  baptism  be  a  member  of  our  congregation. 
^^^-      Since  on  the  20th  and  21st  of  November  the  organ  in  the  Old  Church  was 
^j^lj^^d  of  some  pipes,  the  fact  shall  be  stated  In  the  newspapers,  and  a  reward  of 
^^-    offered  for  the  discovery  of  the  robber  that  he  may  be  brought  to  Justice. 

*-  Domine  Rltzema  shall  write  a  letter  to  Mr.  Jacob  Goelet,  declining  his  pro- 
^^^^1  in  the  most  courteous  way,  and  promising  as  soon  as  our  Psalm-book  Is 
•^^ted,  to  present  him  with  one  or  two  copies. 

Signed, 

J.   Rltzema,  loco  praesldis. 
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Acts  of  tub  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Letters. 

1766,  Dec.  2nd.     Art  5.     The  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Ezteras  bsre 
iieceived  the  following  letters. 

One  from  Kingston,  dated  August  13,  1766,  signed  by  Frymoet 

and  Kok;  and  one  dated  August  21,  1766,  signed  by  Meyer,   xit. 

102. 

Church  of  Xew  York. 

Publication  of  1800  Psalm  Books,  with  Music;  and  Liturgy. 

New  York,  December  Sth,  176*- 
ConsiBtory  held  after  calling  on   God's  name. 

It  was  agreed  with  Mr.  Breestede  that  he  should  finish  the  Inside  work  of  ^ 
Old  Church  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Consistory  for  the  sum  of  £00.  New  T0<^ 
currency. 

Signed  etc., 

'Arch.  Laldlle,  p.  t. 


New  York,  December  15th,  17M^ 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

It  was  resolved  that  eighteen  hundred  English  Psalm-books  be  printed,  with 
Catechism  and  Liturgy  of  the  Dutch  Church  of  the  Netherlands,  according  to 
copies  of  the  Netherlandish  Psalm  book  so  far  as  the  rerslficatlon  by  Mr.  Ho| 
will  allow. 

That  the  committee  on  the  subject  execute  this  direction,  and  use  therefore 
music-notes,  paper,  etc.,  which  has  been  provided. 

That  the  committee  agree  with  Mr.  John  Holt,  printer,  to  print  the  same  in 
a  manner  and  on  such  terms  as  they  can  best  arrange  with  him ;  and  that 
deliver  to  him  the  aforesaid  music-type,  paper,  and  whatever  he  may  need 
time  to  time  to  carry  on  the  work.     The  Consistory  shall  provide  for  payment  v^^^ 
the  cost.  ^ 

The  following  were  appointed  the  committee  on  this  work.  Domlne  Laldlle,  Cot'^ 
nellus  Clopper,  Theodorus  Van  Wyck,  Isaac  Roosvelt,  Pleter  Low  and  Garrlt  AbeeU-^ 
with  authority,  if  need  be,  to  call  to  their  aid  such  persons  as  they  shall  deem  ^ 
suitable. 

Arch.  Laldlle,  p.  t.  President 

Acts  of  the  Deputies.     (About  April,  1767.)     Vol.  33,  Page 
111.     Xo.  385.     (See  also  Vol.  14,  Page  112,  Art.  8.) 

A  letter  from  Poughkeepsie,  of  Dec.  22,  1766,  signed  by  llevs. 
Freyenmoet,  Cock  and  Rysd\'k,  as  advisers  (consulenten)  of  the 
combined  churches  of  The  Flats  and  the  Red  Hook. 

(Abstract.) 

Because  of  Rev.  Hoevenberg's  illness,  and  the  continuance  of  the  censure  imposed 
upon  him,  the  church  of  Rhinebeek  and  Red  Hook  made  out  a  call,  which  was  Mat 
over  (to  Holland),  with  the  request  that  wc  fill  It  as  soon  as  possible;  with  the 
information  that  a  Mr.  Clopper  will  pay  over  330  florins  to  cover  the  ^xpena^B  of 
the  voyage;  any  shortage  to  be  returned  here. 
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Xli^lir  desire  Is  to  get  a  good  minister — one  who  can  take  a  stand  against  the 

Ctt^tiaa.    Thej  report  that  no  (Conferenlle)  meeting  was  held  in  the  fall,  it  being 

ywtponed.     New  York  and  Long  Island  are  now  without  elders,  (to  represent  them 

Va  th«    Gonferentle),  and  Blanw  conld  not  come  on  account  of  domestic  affairs;  nor 

could    Boelen  on  account  of  the  Coetus-party  in  his  Church:  and  the  Ck>nsistor7  of 

Kew    York,  and  Rev.  Laldlie  do  not  want  to  trouble  themselves  about  them  (Con- 

teientle  Meetings). 

Tliey  declare  that  the  subordinated  (or  Gonferentie)  churches  are  making  trouble 
tor  U&em,  to  get  their  support;  but  that  they  can  do  very  little  about  the  matter 
OB  aceount  of  the  craftiness  and  malicfousness  of  the  Coetus. 

Tliej  declare  further  that,  if  the  Consistory  of  New  York  would  only  give  its 
nipport  (to  the  Gonferentie),  matters  would  take  a  different  turn  in  many  churches; 
tor  tl^e  inactivity  of  Rev.  Laldlie,  (toward  the  Gonferentie)  who  has  the  respect  of 
•U  ^be  pious  people,  is  a  great  detriment;  among  such  a  pious  people,  many  bad 
people  also,  it  is  found,  hide  themselves. 

From  the  fact  that,  on  the  North  River,  they  live  as  good  as  alone,  and  And  them- 
•elres  without  (other  ecclesiastical)  support,  they  are  doing  there  whatever  they 
can*  and  everything  Is  done  after  mutual  deliberation.  This  manner  of  procedure 
kii»  mt  Kingston,  had  good  results,  even  affecting  the  entire  church-relationship  of 
those  who  are  subordinate  (to  Classls).  In  regard  to  them,  it  is  hoped  that  they 
w^]^  ^rtn  liold  up  their  heads,  seeing  that  the  opponents,  (partyen).  whom  the  magis- 
tncy  does  not  protect,  and  for  whom  the  civil  oath  has  no  validity,  might  some 
time  come  to  unite  themselves  with  those  who  are  subordinate,  (to  the  Classls),  as 
iswtdent  from  a  letter  of  Rev.  Goetschius  to  Ritzema. 

TJkmj  further  say:  that  the  three  of  them  on  the  North  River,  (being  the  Oon- 
fneotle)  who  are  the  only  ones  to  act  for  the  welfare  of  the  (Thurch — suggest  to 
the  Cltisls  that  It  might  be  a  good  thing,  if  persons  examined  before  Classls  were 
^wAailned  with  laying  on  of  hands  there,  (in  America)  so  as  to  counteract  the  evil 
UA  •itnderous  prejudices  of  the  Coetus  against  the  Classls.  The  granting  of  such 
*  v^^Qest  the  undersigned  would  regard  as  a  singular  mark  of  confidence  and 
•**<^tion  on  the  part  of  the  Classls. 

^or  the  rest  they  give  the  Information  that  Red  Hook  formerly  belonged  to  the 
^y^^beek)  Flats,  but  that.  Juste  ordlne.  a  church  had  been  organised  and  a  new 
j°^«*atory  formed  there,  after  the  church  of  Red  Hook  had  been  dismissed  from 
*^«impch  of  the  Flats. 
^^•y  close  with  congratulation. 
^  ^^•^eral  of  the  sentences  in  this  abstract  are  quite  obscure  if  not  contradictory 
m^^**U-kiiowD   facts.    The   original    was    not   discovered.    The    Committee   which 
Ij^       *    the  abstract  may  not  have  expressed   themselves  accurately  or  clearly;  or 
0,^      ''^^culty  may  have  been  in  the  transcribing  secretary,  or  in  the  transcribers 
■**^^«d  in  1897-8.     E.  T.  C.) 

Other  Items,  1766. 

-j^  ""^  ^1).   18.     Eev.  Kirtland  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.     Doc.    Hist. 
.  4to.  ed.,  iv.  230. 


-j^        —  iirch  15.     Mr.  Weyman  to  Sir  Whl  Johnson.     Doc.  Hist 
^     ^  iv.  230. 


ay.     Mayor  of  Albany  to  Kev.  Wheelock.     Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y. 

^31. 
'^>ily  4.     Eev.   Wheelock  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.     Doc.  Hist. 
•   "V.  iv.  231. 

^ept.  13.     Kev.  Brown  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.     Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y. 

^^*  238. 
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Oct  10.     Eev.  Chamberlain  id  Rev.  Brown.     Doc.  Hist.  ] 
iv.  233. 

Dec.  4.     Church  Wardens  of  Schenectady  to  Sir  Wm.  Jok 
Doc.  Hist.  K  Y.  iv.  234. 

Dec  29.     Rev.  Mr.  Chamberlain  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson. 
Hist  K  Y.  iv.  235. 

Chubch  of  New  York,  Jan.  1, 15th,  1767. 

Act  of  Appointment  of  John  Montanye,  as  Door-keeper, 
ringer   and   Grave-digger,    in   and   around   the   Old    Chi 
(Gkrden  street) ;  and  for  other  Services,  under  the  Rev. 
sistory  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Christian  Congregation  of 
York.     January  1,  1767. 

The  Conditions  in  Rkspbct  to  thb  Chuboh  Ss&viob  . 

In  Gbnesal: 

I.  That  you  are,  before  the  preaching  on  Sunday  morning,  to  ring  the  fin 
at  8  o'clock;  the  aecond  at  9,  and  the  third  at  10  o'clock— the  last  ringing 
abont  flye  minutes  longer  than  usual.  In  the  afternoon  yon  are  to  ring  tlit 
bell  at  1  o'clock;  the  second  at  2  and  the  th^rd  at  26  minutes  after  2  o'docl 
last  ringing  to  be  abont  five  minutes  longer  than  usual.  Also,  when  th( 
serrice  during  the  week,  you  are  to  go,  before  the  first  ringing,  to  the  ml 
who  Is  to  preach,  and  learn  from  him  when  the  last  ringing  Is  to  take  plac 

II.  The  pulpit,  the  chairs  of  the  Elders  and  Deacons,  whether  the  acting 
or  the  former  ones,  also  those  of  the  Goyernor  and  other  officials,  together 
all  the  other  chairs  and  benches,  you  are  to  keep  clean  and  pure,  dusting 
once  every  fourteen  days  and  scrubbing  the  aisles  before  each  adminiatratl 
the  Lord's  Supper. 

III.  Your  are  in  season  to  set  the  tables,  seats,  etc.,  and  get  ready  all  tl 
necessary  for  the  Lord's  Supper;  to  return  to  the  Deacons  the  overplus  brea* 
wine,  and  set  all  things  In  order  again,  as  from  time  to  time  you  may  be  dir 

IV.  You  are  to  provide  pure  water  in  the  Baptismal  Bowl  at  the  proper 
and  place. 

V.  You  are  to  prevent  any  disorders  in  the  church,  by  children,  negroc 
dogs,  either  before,  during  and  after  service-time. 

VI.  You  are  diligently  and  punctually  to  attend  all  the  catechlslngs,  an< 
interrupt  the  same  by  bell-ringlng,  or  any  other  work  in  or  about  the  church. 

VII.  You  are  from  time  to  time,  to  do  everything  which  any  one  shook 
bound  in  conscience  to  do,  for  the  good  of  the  building:  to  keep  the  set 
order;  to  notify  the  Church-Masters  Immediately  of  any  disorder;  to  allow  n( 
sons  or  dogs  to  remain  after  the  service  is  over;  constantly  to  examine  a) 
seats  to  see  if  there  is  fire  anywhere;  to  take  up  and  preserve  for  the  rig 
owner  anything  of  value  found  in  the  Church;  to  open  and  close  the  doort 
windows  at  proper  times;  and  to  be  the  last  one  to  leave  the  building. 

VIII.  When  any  repairs  are  to  be  made  on  or  In  the  Old  Church  or  Church- 
as  well  as  at  the  annual  cleaning,  you  are  to  be  present,  in  order  to  opex 
close  the  buildings,  and  you  are  to  make  a  report  to  the  Church-Masters  as 
be  required,  without  (extra)  compensation,  except  when  they  may  employ  y 
day's  work,  when  your  wages  shall  be  as  may  be  agreed  upon. 
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As  Respects  the  Consistory. 

^*  YoQ  shall  gather  all  moneys  for  any  pnblic  service,  according  to  the  order  of 
^Ae  Elders,  Deacons  and  Church-Masters,  with  all  diligence  and  courtesy ;  falth- 
^Ij  dellTer  orer  the  same,  when  collected,  and  render  an  exact  account. 

n.  Yon  shall  at  all  times,  on  the  authority  of  the  President,  summon  the  Blders, 
^e  mllng  ones  or  the  former  ones,  to  meet  at  the  appointed  time  and  place. 

III.   Yon  shall  courteously  attend  upon  all  ecclesiastical  meetings,  whether  of 
^2ie  whole  Consistory,  or  upon  particular  Oolleges  of  Elders  or  Deacons,  or  Chnrch- 
^fiuters,  or  Committees  of  Consistory,  at  whatever  place  In  the  city  they  may  as- 
semble on  the  business  of  the  church;  and  shall  diligently  execute  whatever  any 
<tf  tli«  abovenamed  may  lay  upon  you,  concerning  the  Church,  public  worship,  or 
the  i>oor. 

IV.    Yon  shall  faithfully  Inform  the  Church-Masters  from  time  to  time  of  snch 
*emta    as  may  become  vacant. 

As  Respects  Gravb-Dioging. 

^  'S'ou  shall  make  no  grave,  nor  even  break  ground,  without  the  consent  of  one 
^  tb^  Church-Masters,  and  shall  give  timely  notice  of  the  name  of  the  deceased, 
^*  <X«iy  of  his  death  and  burial. 

^  'S'ou  shall  dig  the  graves  in  the  Church-yard  sufBciently  deep,  and  properly 
^^^**»  them  up  again.  Yon  must  keep  the  biers  in  the  house  prepared  for  them  In 
t^  CI?lmrch-yard.  and  take  them  in  due  time  to  the  house  of  the  deceased. 

^  >c:ou  shall  ring  the  bell  at  funerals,  either  four  times,  as  is  usual,  with  pauses 
^^*^<p^n;  or  continuously,  as  may  be  desired  by  the  family  of  the  deceased. 

^  ^Clie  money  for  funerals  you  shall  diligently  and  courteously  demand,  and* 
^''^^^  received,  deliver  to  the  Church-Masters,  at  their  ordinary  session,  and  make 
*"^^tact  account  thereof,  as  follows: 

^^Y^v^  a  person  above  twenty  year|u  ten  shillings;  for  the  velvet  pall,  eighteen 
7r~~^^^ig8  more;  for  the  new  cloth  pall,  twelve  shillings  more.  For  a  person  above 
^^  ^^<arB,  four  shillings —  the  price  of  the  palls  to  be  the  same  as  above. 
Q^  Kor  the  bell-ringing  at  funerals,  yon  shall  pay  over;  as  you  receive  It,  to  the 
^^J^^^sh-Masters : — ^for  the  ringing  four  times  with  pauses,  four  shillings;  for  a 
^^^^^oous  ringing,  twelve  shillings.    Yon  are  also  to  carry  Into  the  Church  the 

2^^^oves,  for  the  Ministers,  Elders  and  Deacons. 
^^1        ^  further  expected  that  you  will  in  good  earnest  do  all  this,  with  the  Lord'a 
rii^^^     M  as  to  conduct  yourself  as  an  edifying  member  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
^^^lan  Church,   and   give  satisfaction  to  the  Ministers,   Elders,   Deacons  and 
'^^^h-Masters,  to  the  best  of  your  ability. 
O^^!^^    the  foregoing  being  this  performed  by  you,  as  well  as  whatever  else  the 
Listory  may  find  needful  as  to  your  office,  the  Ministers,  Elders,  Deacons  and 
^^h-Masters  promise,  each  in  their  official  capacity,  and  also  bind  their  succes- 
to  pay  to  you  yearly  and  every  year: 
The  Elders,  for  collecting  the  moneys  of  the  salaries  of  the  Ministers,  five 
«nt  of  the  amount  collected. 

The  Deacons,  yearly,   twelve  pounds  New  York  currency. 

The  Church-Masters,   eight   pounds   yearly;   and   of   the   money   for   funerals 

over  by  you,  for  carrying  to  and  fro  the  velvet  pall,  three  shillings;  for  the 

pall  two  shillings;  for  ringing  bell  four  times,  two  shllings;  for  continuous 

nine  shillings;  and  on  the  rest  of  the  money  paid  over  by  you  for  funerals, 

percent. 

I  addition,  yon  are  allowed,  on  your  own  account,  to  demand  from  those  who 
T^'^feloy  you — for  each  grave  dug  In  the  Church-yard —  for  an  adult,  six  sbilllngs; 
a  young  person,  three  shillings. 
lie  time  of  this,  your  office  and  salary  Is  to  begin  from  January  first  1767. 
done,  in  our  Consistory  Meeting,  at  New  York,  January  22,  1767. 
I  witness,  in  the  name  etc. 

Archibald    Laidlle,    Pres.    p.    t. 
,^^^«  the  undersigned,   accept  this  Appointment,  of  which  a  copy  has  been  given 
^^^,  In  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  with  hearty  thanks  to  the  Rev.  Consistory. 

John   Montanye. 
^ew  York,  January  22,   1767. 
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New  York,  January  15t1i«  1767. 

Consistory  held   after  calltncr  on   6od*B  name. 

1.  The  baptism  of  children  was  again  taken  np,  and  a  drauffht  ordered  to  be 
prepared  and  read  at  the  next  meeting. 

2.  Mr.  Livingston,  etc.»  presented  a  bill  of  costs.  It  was  resolred  to  enquire 
where  there  is  anything  more  to  the  account  of  Consistory;  and  Isaac  BooeeTelt 
and  Adrian  Bancker  were  appointed  a  committee  for  the  purpose. 

3.  Messrs.  Corn.  Clopper,  and  Ths.  Van  Wyck  shall  request  from  tlie  corpora- 
tion a  deed  for  the  land  bought  in  the  Vlakte. 

4.  The  Elders  are  appointed  to  ease  the  vacant  lots  of  Mr.  Harpendlnir;  * 
majority  of  them  to  act. 

Signed, 

Arch.  Laldlie,  p.  t.  PreBldent. 

Rev.  Harmanus  Meyer  to  the  Ministers,  Fryenmoet,  Cook, 
Etc.,  who  had  Pretended  to  Censure  Him;  Feb.  4,  1767. 
Vol.  33,  Page  361.     No.  390. 

Much  Respected  Gentlemen: — 

After  you  did  not  fear  to  put  me  under  a  so-called  censure,  it  was  made  known 
to  you,  that  I  had  taken  the  trouble  to  call  together  the  Overseers  (HlnUtcro 
Elders)  of  our  American  Reformed  churches,  and  laid  the  whole  matter 
them.    It  Is  also  not  unknown  to  you — It  was  at  least  made  known  to  mj 
sistory — ^that  those  Overseers  on  the  8th  day  of  May,  and  some  days  following,  of 
last  year,   (1766),   in  their  Assembly,   which  was  held  here,  (at  Kingston),  fouA 
your   charges   unjust,    unrighteous    and    unchristian.    Feeling,    therefore,    tbat  I 
have  been  **  Justified,"  in  the  language  of  that  Assembly,  I  want  to  Inform  yim 
that  **  I  may  feel  at  rest,  as.  Indeed,  I  have  done  ever  since."    For  I  will  not 
consent  to  be  Judged  by  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  nor  by  yon.    I  therefore  uk 
you,  and  make  the  earnest  request,  that  you  will  not  make  any  further  tronlrie 
for  me,  for  yon  have  no  right  to  make  any  declaration  concerning  me.    And 
not  think  for  a  moment,  that  you  can  nullify  the  decision  of  my  Assembly. 

Or,  will  you  go  on,  gentlemen,  as  you  have  been  doing  all  along,  and  try 
antagonise  and  destroy  me?  .  And  will  my  Consistory,  under  your  leadership, 
stead  of  making  peace,  go  on  to  the  extremities  of  persecution?    If  yon  will. 
It  be  so!    Sacrifice  me,  if  you  wish.    Kill  me  and  devour  my  very  flesh,  until  yo^ 
are  satisfied.     What   you    have   to   do,    let   it   be   done   quickly,   and   let  all 
persecution  come  to  an  end!    But  do  not  expect  tbat  you  will  change  my 
science  on  these  matters,  or  make  me  submissive  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 
to  your  will.    Both  you  and  the  Classis  are  acting  contrary  to  the  laws  of  Qod, 
as  well   as  those  of  your  earthly  sovereign.    As  a  citizen,   I  am   under  a 
government.    In  distress,  I  can  call  for  help  and  protection.    And  under  all  d 
cumstances,  I  am  under  my  Saviour's  care.    To  him  I  have  committed  myself  and 
all   my   interests.    And   God  Judgeth   righteously.    My  troubles*   therefore, 
over,  I  sign  myself, 

H.  Meyer. 
Kingston,  Feb.  4,  1767. 

(It  will  be  discovered  that  this  censure  was  Ignored  at  the  Convention  for  Union, 
Oct.  15-18,  1771.    See  also  letter  of  Consistory  of  Kingston,  Nov.  30,  1771-) 

The  Convention  Which  Tried  Rev.  H.  Meyer,  Per  Rev — 
Isaac  Rysdyck,  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Feb.  5, 1767— 
Vol.  33,  Page  120,  No.  390. 

(Abstract.) 

A  letter  from  Flshkill,  signed  Feb.  5.  1767.  by  Rev.  Isaak  Rysdyk,  V.  D.  M.,  ar 
Poughkeepsie,  as  scribe  of  the  Conventions  held  at  Kingston.     In  this  they  repoi 
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^^U  on  Jan.  24.  1767,  they  duly  received  the  letter  from  the  Rev.  Claesls  of  Oct. 

^  1766;  and  that  with  regard  to  Rev.  (Hermanns)  Meyer,  they  conducted  themBelves 

According  to  the  connsel  and  the  resolution  of  the  Rev.  Classls;  but  with  this  pain- 

^  reanlt— that  the  said  Rev.  Meyer,  notwithstanding  the  friendly  and  fraternal 

*<fjnonltlon8  and  promises,  conveyed  to  his   Rev.   in  a  letter,   wrote,   refusing  to 

PUce   himself   in   subordination   to   the   Rev.   Classls.     They   trust   that   the   Rev. 

Ciassla  has,  by  this  time,  received  Rev.   Freyenmoet's  letter,   sent  over  with  the 

^^^    (for  a  new  minister)  from  Kingston;  express  their  thanks  for  our  Classical 

eoimselSp  and  close  with  congratnlations-Hibove  mentioned. 

FiTKTHEB  Efforts  of  the  Presbyterians  of  New  York  City, 
(Wall  St.)  to  Secure  a  Charter.     Feb.  17,  1767. 


111!  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Moore,  Baronet,  Captain  General  &  Goyernor  In 
^^'^ef  of  the  Province  of  New  York  and  the  Territories  thereon  depending  In 
^*^«rtca  Vice  Admirall  of  the  same  etc.     In  Council. 

^'He  Petition  of  the  Minister,  Elders,  Deacons  and  Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian 
^^^rcb  of  the  City  of  New  York,  according  to  the  Westminster  Confession  of  Faith, 
^^'^^elilsms  A  Directory  agreeable  to  the  established  Church  of  Scotland, 
^^^t   Humbly  Shewetb 

yoar  Petitioners  are  Informed  that  your  Excellency   was  pleased,  on  the 

day  of  February  Instant,  to  lay  a  Petition  lately  preferred  by  your  Peti- 

to  the  King's  most  Excellent  Majesty  for  a  Charter,  and  a  Draft  of  the 

»r  they   prayed  for,   before  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Council   for  their 

thereon  to  your  Excellency,  in  Pursuance  of  a  Letter  of  Reference  sent  to 

Excellency  from  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations.     [See 

K  1766.] 

aa  your  Excellency  and  the  Honorable  Board  may  Justly  expect  to  be  waited 

by  your  Petitioners  to  be  ascertained  of  the  Truth  of  such  of  the  Facts  In 

Petition  suggested  as  may  perhaps  be  thought  to  require  proof.     And  your 

mers  are  extremely  desirous  to  give  full  Satisfaction,  and   to  enable  your 

^Mlency  to  report  on  this  Subject  to  their  Lordships  by  the  return  of  the  Packet 

arrived  yesterday. 
nar  Petitioners  therefore  beg  Leave  in  this  way  to  signify  their  readiness  to 
the  Commands  of  your   Excellency  and   the  Honornble   Board,   and   most 
l^^^^^^ljly  Pray  If  there  are  any  Facts  not  so  notorious  as  to  require  Proof,  that  a 
^^~      of  them   may  t>e  signified   by  the  Clerk  of  the   Council,  and  a  short  *Day 
ited  for  your  Petitioners  to  exhibit  the  evidence  that  may  be  desired, 
yonr  Petitioners,  as  in  Duty  Bound,  will  ever  Pray  etc. 

John   Rodgers,   V.  D.   M.  ]  For  themselves  and 

i  the  rest  of  the 
Jos.   Treat,   V.   D.   M.        J  Petitioners. 


York.  17  February,  1767. 


—Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  Vol.  ill.  pp.  803,  304. 


Church  of  New  York. 

>rteen  members  of  the  Church  of  New  Y'ork  to  the  Classis  of 
-•Amsterdam,  Feb.  18,  1767.     Vol.  33>  page  110.     No.  394. 

•«rend  Sirs,  Fathers  and  Brethren  in  Christ:— 


e  letter  of  your  Revs,   to  the   Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Dutch   Reformed 
rch  of  this  city.  In  dato  7th  April,  1766,  was  received  by  them,  and  has,  for 
^ral  reasons  remained  unanswered,  until  now. 
at  since  its  contents  refer  more  especially  to  the  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the 
r  1765,  who  are  now  out  of  service,   than   to  the  present  Consistory;  we,  the 
^^enigned,  send  the  following,  in  answer  to  the  letter  above  mentioned,  by  their 
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We  remark  In  geDeral,  that  that  letter  la  of  apecial  character  and  contents.  II 
not  an  answer  to  the  letter  which  we  had  the  honor  to  write,  on  the  20th 
October  1765,  but  Is  written  from  information  which  your  Rots.  recelTed  fir 
others,  and  accepted  as  tme. 

Bat,  in  order  that  we  may  not  enter  into  particnlars,  and  thns  worry  yonr  Be 
by  private  observations,  much  less  offend  you;  we  desire  simply  and  humbly 
request  of  you,  that  you  would  carefully  compare  the  enclosed  extract  tiom  yc 
Revs,  letter,  above  named,  with  the  answer  to  it,  by  Rev.  Rltsema  and  Laidlle. 

Your  Revs,  will  hereby  immediately  perceive  how  unjustly  we  are  accused  i 
only  by  you;  but,  at  the  same  time,  that  we  do  not  beat  about  in  the  dark,  wli 
we  plainly  say,  that  Rev.  de  Ronde  has  been  our  false  accuser;  for  he  refuses 
unite  in  a  statement  with  that  of  Rev.  Ritzema  and  Rev.  Laidlle;  but  he  has. 
by  himself,  given  out  a  statement  of  his  own,  so  entangled  and  distorted,  tl 
there  is  neither  head  nor  tail  to  it,  and  therefore  we  will  not  trouble  your  Br 
with  it. 

We  cannot  refrain  from  observing  that  the  Slders  and  Deacons  are  astonlslM 
that  your  Rev.  Assembly  should  give  credence  to  one  single  letter  from  Ber.  J 
Ronde,  and  should  seem  to  reject  theirs  utterly. 

But  after  you  have  well  considered  the  above  mentioned  answer  of  Rer.  Bltiei 
and  Laidlle,  your  Revs,  will  readily  comprehend  whose  declarations  in  the  foti 
must  be  accepted  as  worthy  of  credence.  And  here  we  will  leave  this  matter  I 
the  present. 

And  we  continue  to  announce  to  your  Revs,  that  the  (civil)  process  Instltot 
against  the  Rev.  Consistory  by  some  dissatisfied  and  bad  members  of  the  congiec 
ti(Ki,  has  been  decided  in  favor  of  the  Consistory.  We  therefore  hope  that  thi 
persecutions  will  now  come  to  an  end,  because  both  the  ecclesiasticfti  law  si 
the  civil  law  have  decided  against  them;  and  so  have  also  the  members  of  t 
congregation,  at  least  three  to  one.  Nor  can  we  omit  to  testify  tliat  the  work 
the  Lord,  under  the  hands  of  Rev.  Laidlle,  Is  prospering  so  well  that  there  Is  no 
of  building  a  third  church,  which  we  expect  will  be  commenced  next  spring. 
Is  fortunate,  therefore,  for  this  congregation,  which  otherwise  would  almost  hs' 
been  mined  beoause  of  the  growing  ignorance  of  the  Dutch  language,  that  th 
Rev.  gentleman,  by  the  direction  of  Divine  Providence,  has  come  hither.  ? 
doubt  not  but  that  this  intelligence  will  be  very  pleasant  to  your  Revs.,  fbr  the 
can  be  no  greater  Joy  to  the  servants  of  Jesus  Christ  than  to  know  that  his  kingdoi 
according  to  the  constitution  of  the  Church  of  Holland,  is  being  extended  In  otb 
languages,  even  in  these  regions. 

We  close  with  the  desire  and  prayer,  that  the  all-sufflcient  Jehovah  may  po 
out  over  you  all,  an  abundant  measure  of  his  Holy  Spirit. 

May  He  grant  unto  you  wisdom  rightly  to  govern  his  Church;  and  after  ye  ba. 
served  out  his  purpose  in  this  vale  of  tears,  may  you  be  accepted  in  everiastL 
glory 

We  remain,  with  all  respect. 

Your  Rev.  willing  servants 
Petrus  Byvanck  James  Roosevelt 

Jacobus  van  Zandt  Wm.  de  Peyster 

Jacobus  Bogert  John  Provooet 

Abraham  P.  Lott  Jorls  Brinkerhoff 

Henry  Rip  Antony  ten  Eyck 

Evert  Rancher  C.  Duycklnek. 

Abraham  Lott 
New  York,  Feb.  18th,  1767. 

Church  of  New  York. — ^Efforts  for  Peace. 

New  York,  March  9th,  1T6T. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God*s  name. 

1.  The  President,  in  the  name  of  Messrs.  Pleter  Clopper,  Dirk  Lefferts  and  Ji 
Durye,  asked  the  Consistory  to  appoint  a  committee  of  four  or  five  to  meet  soi 
of  the  Dutch  party  In  order  to  make  peace;  and  if  possible  to  empower  them 
make  a  Final  Resolution. 
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2.  This  baTing  been  mutually  considered  it  was  resolved  that  the  appointment 
itf  «■.  committee  herein  would  do  harm  rather  than  good,  and  therefore  they  who 
•liK^fr^  it  were  desired  to  present  their  proposal  of  i>eace,  signed  by  each  one  of 
the>KKi;  for  the  Consistory  were  very  willing  to  hear  from  them  anything  that  might 
ftar^lier  rest  and  peace,  and  would  appoint  a  time  when  they  would  meet  for  such 
a  SB.^Mrlng  in  the  Consistory  Chamber. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Ritsema,  p.  t.  Presldeht. 

History  of  Attempts  to  Secure  Church  Charters. 

K^port  of  the  Council  of  New  York  on  the  Preceding  Papers. 
March  24,  1767.     (See  July  10,  1767 ;  Aug.  26, 1767.) 

It  Ay  It  Please  Yonr  Bzcellency 

Yn  Obedience  to  yonr  Bxceilency's  Order  in  Conncil  of  tbe  4th  ultimo,  referring 
^  ua  a  letter  of  the  29th  of  July  last,  from  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade 
9t^<i.  Plantations;  and  requiring  oor  advice  and  Information  on  the  Petition  therein 
^closed,  lately  presented  to  his  Majesty,  by  the  "Present  Ministers  of  the  Pre«5y- 
•■''^ow  Church  in  the  City  of  Ifew  York,  praying  to  be  incorporated  by  a  Charter 
""^cr  the  Seal  of  the  Province  of  New  York,  for  the  Purposes  set  forth  in  the  said 
^^^tlon.*'  The  Committee  have  duely  considered  the  saine,  and  beg  leave  to  repre- 
••■•t  to  your  Excellency: 

That  on  the  8th  of  Febmary  1759,  a  Petition  was  preferred  to  Lieutenant  Oot- 

^'ttor  De  Lancey  by  the  "  Minister,  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Lutheran  Church  of 

^^   City  of  New  York*'  praying  to  be  incorporated;  and  afterwards  on  the  14th 

Vat^tk  following,  reported  by  the  Committee  to  whom  it  was  referred,  and  a  Charter 

^^t««d  to  be  granted  to  the  Petltioner»-That  on  the  80th  March  1759.  a  lilse  Petl- 

^^^    "was  presented  to   Mr.   De  Lancey   by  the  ''Minister,   Elders,   Deacons  and 

^'nat^es  of  the  Preebyterian  Church  of  the  city  of  New  Tork"  and  referred  to  a 

^^^^■mmttee— That  on  the  9th  February  1763,  an  Application  of  the  same  Nature 

^^■a  ixiade  by  the  "Minister,  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch 

^•i  'vh  of  the  Township  of  Orange"  and  referred  to  a  Committee— That  on  the  16th 

••reti  1788.  a  Petition  of  the  "Minister,  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Prn%ch  Protee- 

*••*    €Jhmrch,  of  the  City  of  New  York,**  praying  to  be  incorporated,  was  read  in 

OouncU;  and  likewise  referred  to  a  Committee— And  that  on  the  9th  September  1768. 

*5J*  ^^therane  by  a  second  Petition,  prayed  a  Warrant  might  Issue  to  the  Attorney 

^^'^^tl,  to  prepare  a  Draft  of  the  Charter  ordered  on  their  former  Petition;  both 

'•'Mch  Petitions,  the  Council  advised  Mr.  Colden  to  transmit  to  the  Right  Honorable 

^***   I^rds  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations— That  Mr.  Colden,  whose  Rea- 

•^■>«  "Will  appear  by  his  Letters  on  this  Subject,  did  transmit  the  said  two  Petitions; 

^^  i^ecelve  their  Lordships  Answer,  by  their  Letter  of  the  15th  July  1764,  wherein 

tbe  following  Paragraph.     "We  have  attentively  considered  the  Petition  of  the 

£     ****ter.  Elders  and   Deacons  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  praying  for  a  Charter  of 

^orporatlon;  and  though  we  shall  be  at  all  Times  desirous  of  concurring  in  any 

j^^**''re,  that  may  contribute  to  the  Satisfaction  of  every  pious  Community,  the 

^    f'^'Ples  of  which  are  not  adverse  to  the  Religious  Constitution  of  these  Kingdoms: 

ff^^^  '^  *Jo^  not  appear  to  us  from  anything  set  forth  in  their  Petition,  that  such  an 

^t^oration  is  at  present  Necessary  or  Expedient." 
Ijj  *^©pt  the  Charters  granted  to  the  Church  of  England,  all  the  Instances  of  such 
Wh  ^'^^™**0'*8  within  this  Province,  (four  only  in  numher^  are  confined  to  the  Dutch, 
tii^  ^^  claims  to  this  Distinction,  are,  the  Committee  apprehend,  grounded  on  one  of 
^jjj  ^^iclee  of  Oavitulation,  on  the  Surrender  of  the  Colony  in  the  year  1664,  by 
fcji^^*^    It  is  declared  "that  the  Dutch  here,  shall  enjoy  the  Liberty  of  their  Con- 


til  ^**  in  Divine  Worship,  and  Church  Discipline." 

the  Petition  now  under  consideration,  it  is  asserted  as  an  Inducement  to  the 


i^^*  Grant:  "That  his  Majesty's  Subjects  of  the  Province  of  New  York.  Dutch 
H^j^  English  of  the  Presittyterian  Perswasion,   are  a  great  majority  of  the  whole 
.^*^ber  of  its  Inhabitanto:"     This  Suggestion,   though   it  should  be  allowed   in 
^^^  to  Nunbers,  cannot  be  admitted,  as  to  the  Connection  it  supposes  between 
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the  People  of  those  two  DenomlnationB:  The  Dutch  were  originally  part  of  the 
Churoh  of  Holland,  and  conform  themselves  to  the  Doctrine  Worship  and  Discipline 
approved  by  the  National  Synod  of  Dordrecht;  Whereas  the  Prayer  of  the  Peti- 
tioners, is  to  be  Incori>onited  by  the  '*Namc  and  Stllo  of  the  Ministers.   Elden^ 
Deacons  and  Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  the  City  of  New  York,  accord- 
ing to  the  Westmitister  Confession  of  Faith,  Catechisms,  and  Directory,  agreeable  to 
the  present  established  Church  of  Scotland.*'— In  regard  to  the  other  Allegations  In 
the   Petition,    the   Committee  discover  no  essential  or  material   Difference  In  tbe 
Circumstances  of  the  Petitioners,  and  the  other  Protestant  Congregations,  not  ot 
the  Communion  of  the  Church  of  England,  whereon  to  ground  any  Prefftrenee.    B«t 
it  Is  asserted  by  the  Petitioners.  That  "the  old  English  Statutes  of  Uniformitif,  do 
not  extend  to  America;"  Whether  these  Statutes,  or  that  of  the  5th  Anne  Cap.   ^. 
which  is  made  an  essential  part  of  the  Act  of  Union;  do  or  do  not  extend  to 
Plantations,  Is  a  Question  of  which  the  Committee  do  not  conceive  thcmpeires  co 
petent  Judges;   and   which    appears    necessary    to  be   determined   on    the  hlstk^?*^ 
authority,  previous  to  any  Hnal  resolution  on  the  Petition;  lest  such  Inearporatm^^' 
might  be  considered  as  repugnant  to  the  provisions  of  those  Statutes.* 
AU  of  which  is  humbly  submitted 

By  Order  of  the  Committee, 
Olty  of  New  York.  Jos.  Reade.  Chalrmaxm^ 

24th  March.  1767. 

—Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  Vol.  111.  pp.  304,  80^- 

•AN  EPISCOPATE  IN  AMERICA. 

The  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  In  Foreign  Parts  was  fonndedl    ^ 
1701.   They  sent  many  clerfi^men  to  America.    As  early  as  1714  an  order  was  obtal0^ 
from  Queen  Anne  for  the  draught  of  a  hill  for  an  American  Episcopate,  but  fr-fff 
her  death  soon  after,  the  matter  seems  to  have  been  dropped  for  a  considerable  " 
But  the  dissenting  members  of  the  colony  had  repeatedly  suffered  from  the  op 

of  such  Governors  as  Fletcher.  Cornbury  and  others,  and  hence  the  colonists  ^ ^ 

every   approach    toward   an   American    Episcopate.    Charters   had   been   denied £ 

churches  of  all  denominations  except  the  Episcopal  and  Reformed  Dntch.    An  ap^lP^ 
cation  for  a  charter  by  the  Presbyterians  In  New  York  as  late  as  1767,  was 
refused.    It  was  Just  at  this  juncture  that  an  effort  was  again  made  for  an  Am< 
Episcopate. 

On  February  20.  1767.  the  Bishop  of  Llandaff.  In  a  sermon  before  the  Boelsty 
Propagating  tne  Gospel,  again  recommended  an  American  Episcopate.    He  referreS^  * 
the  Americans  In  very  uncomplimentary  terms ;  yet  the  Episcopal  clergy  in  Amer^^ 
took  occasion  thereupon  to  urge  their  claims.    Petitions  were  sent  to  the  Klnf^^J? 
the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  to  the  University  of  Cambridge,  upon  this  sobj^*^ 
and  printed  appeals  were  made  In  America.    This  aroused  the  Dissenters  against  tf>^ 
establishment  of  one  form  of  religion.    They  feared  the  system  In  all  Its  devel^^ 
ments.  tithes,  spiritual  courts,  canon  law,  as  In  England.    Yet  they  did  not  objects     ^ 
Bishops  unattended  by  any  temporal  powers  or  dignities. 

William  Livingston  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Bishop  of  Llandaff.  taking 
to  his  charges  against  the  morals  and  culture  of  the  colonists.    He  does  not  to 
upon  the  merits  of  the  proposed  Episcopate.    In  reference  to  the  neglect  of  mak 
provision  for  ministers  to  which  the  Bishop  referred,  he  reminded  him  of  the  pel 
cutlons  and  Intolerance  which  compelled  the  colonists  to  seek  the  American  sb^ 
to  escape  the  usurpations  over  consciences,  and  to  enjoy  the  right  of  private  JO' 
ment.    lie  declared  that  the  Bishop  had  been  deceived  as  to  the  facts.— This 
phlet  was   immediately   repnblishea   in   London,   and  excited  much   attention. 
Charles  Inglls,  of  Trinity  Church.  New  York,  attempted  an  answer  to  It. 

We  cannot  properly  understand  our  Revolutionary  history  unless  we  remember 
extent  to  which  the  rellKlons  and  political  discussions  were  Interwoven.    The 
ousy  of  the  Dissenters  had  its  rise  in  the  verv  foundations  of  the  settlements, 
least  encroachment  of  Episcopal  power  was  therefore  resisted. 

Mr.  Livingston  was  the  editor  of  the  American  Whig,  and  was  assisted  by  art! 
of  Rev.  Archibald  Laldlle  of  the  Dutch  Church.  Dr.  John  Rodgers  of  the  Presbyter^ 
Church,  and  probably  by  Dr.  John  M.  Mason  of  the  Scotch  Church.    Answers  w^ 
attempted  by   Revs.   Chandler,    Samuel    Seabury,   and   Charles   Inglls.    Some  of  • 
Essays  on  the  Livingston  side  were  also  written  in  Dutch. 

Bishop  White  on  the  Sectahian  Jealousy  in  the  Colony  in  1767. 

In  regard  to  the  motives  of  the  parties  in  the  dispute 

there  are  circumstances  which  charity  may  apply  to  the  most  favourable  concluslor^ 
As  the  Episcopal  clergy  disclaimed  the  designs  and  the  expectations  of  which  tl 
were  accused,  and  as  the  same  was  done  by  their  advocates  on  the  other  side  of  i 
water,  particularlv  by  the  principal  of  them,  the  great  and  good  Archbishop  fleck 
they  ought  to  be  supposed  to  have  had  in  view  an  episcopacy  purely  rellgloas.   ' 
the  other  hand,  as  their  opponents  laid  aside  their  resistance  of  the  religious  i 
of  It,  as  soon  as  American  Independence  had  done  away  all  political  danger.  If     ^-^ 
before  existed,  it  ought  to  be  believed  that  In  their  former  professed  apprehenslo^^-^ 

they  were  sincere -^  •  • 

Sedgewlck*s  Life  of  Wm.  Livingston,    p. 


/ 


OP  THE  State  of  New  York.  4085 

^EENs  College. — Call  for  a  Meeting  of  the  Trustees  of 
Queen's  College  Issued  on  April  4,  1767,  to  be  Held  on 
THE  Second  Tuesday  of  May,  1767. 

■  Torn  the  New  York  Mercury  of  the  following  dates,  viz.,  April 

20,  27,  May  4th,  1767. 

Bergen  County,  April  4th,  1767. 

i^ereae,  a  number  of  Dutch  Ministers  and  Elders  have  taken  into  serioua  con- 
ration  the  many  and  dangerous  inconveniences  and  abuses  which  have  crept 
their  churches,  whereby  the  progress  of  true  Christianity  and  knowledge  and 
'tice  Is  obstructed,  and  with  which  they  have  been  greviously  inflicted  these 
y  years;  and  being  desirous  to  rectify  them  and  restore  their  Church  to  its 
eut  and  proper  lustre  and  dignity,  after  solemn  humiliations,  fastings  and 
era  before  the  Throne  of  Grace,  with  all  those  among  their  flocks  who  thought 
^r  to  join  them ;  agreed  at  Fast  to,  and  Judged  it  the  only  remaining  remedy, 
rect  a  Seminary  or  College,  in  which  the  American  youth  might  be  regularly 
-ated.  and  after  the  manner  and  custom  of  the  United  Provinces,  and  other 
t^stant  Reformed  European  Churches  wherefrom  their  ancestors  proceeded ;  and 
dedicate  the  most  pious  and  capable  to  the  weighty  Gospel  function  whereby  the 
tulness  and  happiness  of  the  numerous  Body  of  the  Dutch  people  might  be  com- 
ted  in  respect  to  their  loyalty,  industry  and  Christian  Religion.  It  also  pleased 
:  King  of  Kings,  in  whose  hands  the  hearts  of  Kings  are.  and  who  promised  that 
ir  Kings  should  be  nursing  Fathers,  and  their  Queens  nursing  mothers  to  the 
irch,  to  favor  the  humble  address  of  the  Ministers  and  Elders,  to  his  Excellency, 
lllam  Franklin,  Esq.,  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  in  and  over  his  Majesty's 
>vince  of  New  Jersey,  etc.,  whereby  they  have  obtained  his  Majesty's  Lettera- 
snt  and  Charter,  or  Royal  Grant,  bearing  date  the  10th  day  of  November,  1766, 
erect  a  College  called  Queen's  College,  in  the  Province  of  New  Jersey,  and  a 
poration  or  Body  Politic,  together  with  all  the  privileges,  powers,  authorities  and 
Its  belonging  thereto,  as  is  customary  and  lawful  in  any  College  in  his  Majesty's 
Im  of  Great  Britain ;  the  sacred  trust  of  which  is  committed  to  the  care  and 
srity  of  these  following  worthy  and'  eminent  gentlemen,  in  company  with  a 
Ident  numbejr^  of  Ministers  of  the  Gospel,  residing  in  this  and  the  two  adjacent 
'emments,  created  and  constituted  to  be  Governors  and  Trustees  of  said  Queens 
lege;  namely: 

Of  the  City  of  New  York. 

Simon  Johnson,  Esq.,  Philip  Livingston,  Esq., 

Tbeodoms  Van  Wyck,  Esq.,  Abram  Lott,  Esq. 

Of  the  Province. 

Sir  Wm.  Johnson,  Bart.,  Jacob  H.  Ten  Eyck,  Esq., 

Robert  Livingston,  Esq.,  Col.  Abram  Herring. 

Col.  Johannis  Hardenberg.  Isaac  Vrooman,  Esq.. 

Col.  Abram  Hasbroeck,  Bernardus  Ryder,  Esq., 

Levi  Paaling,  Esq.,  Rev.  Samuel  Verbryck.  Tappaan. 

Col.  Jas.  Brinckorhoff,  Rev.  Ellardus  Westerlo,  Albany, 

Col.  Nicholas  Stlllwell,  Rev.  John  Schuneman.  Catsklll, 

Col.  Matthew  Hoffman,  Rev.  M.  Goetschius,  New  I*altz, 
Rev.  Barent  Vrooman,  Schenectady. 
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Of  the  Province  of  New  Jersey. 

His  Excellency,  the  Governor, 
The  President  of  the  Council, 
The  Honorable,  the  Chief  Justice, 
The  Attorney-General. 

Peter  Hassenclever,  Rev.  John  Leydt,  Brunswick, 

Hendrlck  Fisher,  Esq.,  Rev.  David  Marinus,  Achquegkenonk, 


For  the 

time 

being. 


Philip  French,  Rev.  Martlntia  Van  Harllngen, 

John  Van  Metem,  Rev.  Jacob  Rutae  Hardenberg,  at  Barftan, 

Peter  Schenck.  Rey.  Wm.  Jackson,  Bergen, 

Peter  Zabrlskle,  Esq.,  Rev.  P.  Wyberg,  Philadelphia, 

Tuynes  Dye,  Esq.,  Rev.  Jonathan  Dn  Bols,  Bncka,  in  Penn- 

Hendrick  Kuypers,  Esq.,  sylyania, 
Ber.  John  H.  Ooetschlas,  Hackensack, 

It  la  also  ordered  and  directed,  In  the  same  Royal  Patent,  that  the  lint  meetlnf 
of  the  said  Trustees  shall  be  held  at  or  near  the  County  House  of  New  BariMukMi^ 
or  Hackensack  town,  in  Bergen  County,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  May  next*  wbcrs 
and  when  said  Trustees  are  to  be  properly  and  duly  qualified  by  any  one  of  tha 
Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  or  Judges  of  the  inferior  Court  of  Comoion  Plan,  of 
the  Colony  of  New  Jersey,  before  they  proceed  to  any  businesa. 

I,  therefore,  the  subscriber,  with  the  advice  of  others,  do  by  these  preeenta  gl' 
public  notice  of  the  said  meeting,  and  with  all  due  submission  and  reapeet  to 
above-named  gentlemen,  1  invite  them  and  humbly  crave  their  presence  and 
descension  to  such  a  necessary  and  salutary  laborious  taak,  putting  in  remcml 
of  the  words  of  the  holy  apostle  Paul  to  the  Hebrews,  chap.  t1  :  10,  **  For  Ood 
not  unrighteous  to  forget  your  work  and  labor  of  Iofs,  which  ye  have 
toward  hia  name,  in  that  ye  have  ministered  to  the  satets,  and  do  minlater. 

John  H.  GoetsehlQfl,  Y.  D.  M. 

[The  above  waa  copied  from  the  files  of  the  New  York  Mereory,  in  the  New 
Hlatorical  Society  in  1884,  by  B.  T.  C] 
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Acts  of  the  Cij^ssis  of  Amsterdam. 

Letters. 

1767,  April  6th.     The  Eev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  read  to 
meeting  two  letters  for  Suriname: 

One  to  New  York  to  that  Assembly  of  ministers  and 
which  subordinate  themselves  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam; 
which  will  be  sent  the  Acta  of  the  Svnod  of  1766. 

One  to  Curacoa,  to  Rev.  Warmoldus  Kuyper  with  the  Acta  ^ 

the  Synod  of  1766 ;  all  under  date  of  April  6,  and  all  of  whi^^^^ 
were  approved  for  forwarding,     xiv.  109. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Confekentie^  April  ^ 

1767.     Vol.  31,  Page  288,  No.  173. 


To  the  ABsembly  of  Ministers  and  Elders  subordinate  to  the  Claasis  of 
Bev.  Sirs  and  Brethren : — 

The  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  of  1765,  with  our  accom] 
letters,  of  April  7th,  1766,  in  the  maintenance  of  our  fraternal  correspondence  wll 
you,  we  trust  have  come  to  your  hands.     We  also  send  you  now  the  Minntea  of 
Synod  of  North  Holland  for  1766.  and  hope  that  the  same  may  safely  reach 
We  have  nothing  to  add  at  present,  except  our  fervent  prayer  to  God  that  yon 
prosper  and  be  in  health,  and  especially  that  your  souls  may  proaper.     May  tl^ 
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^i^gregatlons  entrnsted  to  your  oversight,  have  peace  and  be  edified;  may  they 
^^  be  maltlplied,  and  walk  In  the  fear  of  the  Lord  and  the  comforts  of  the  Holy 

We  are  and  remain  etc.,  etc. 

John  Kalkoen,  Free. 
Wm.  Vanden  Broek,  Scriba. 
^  Classla,  Amsterdam  April  6,  1767. 

TfiB  Glassis  of  Amsterdam  to  Kev.  Warmoldus  Kuypers,  at 

OuEACOA,  IN  THE  Wbst  Indies.  1768.     YoL.  31,  Page 

S89,  No.  174. 

^"^ary  Eev.  Sir  and  Brother: — 

For  maintaining  our  fraternal  correspondence  with  your  Kev.^ 
Bend  to  your  Eev.  the  Acts  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland, 
Jt  held  in  the  previous  year,  1766,  in  this  city,  with  the  request 
at,  as  customary,  you  give  it  to  read  to  the  very  Kev.  Gentlemen, 
^^^^dnisljers  on  the  neighboring  islands. 

For  the  present  we  have  nothing  to  add,  save  that  the  Very 

[on.  Messrs.  Directors  of  the  West  India  Company  will,  in  all 

^^lobability,  this  year,  yet  send  your  Eev.  a  good  colleague,  to 

^^^hten  your  hieavy  labors  and  with  your  Eev.,  do  the  work  of 

^^ie  Lord  in  your  church. 

Meanwhile  we  heartily  desire  that,  preaching  Gbd^s  Word  in 
^mri^,  yon  may  continue  in  season  and  out  of  season,  refuting, 
Reproving  and  exhorting  in  all  longsuffering  and  doctrine,  setting 
^n  example  to  the  believers,  in  word,  in  walk,  in  love,  in  the 
spirit,  in  faith,  in  purity,  to  be  an  honor  to  Christ,  and  to  promote 
"the  salvation  of  the  souls  entrusted  to  your  care.  May  God  grant 
^on  this  blessing  to  that  end.  We  are  and  remain  with  hearty 
affection,  as  above. 

Church  of  New  York. 
Continued  neutrality  of  the  Consistory.     Third  Church  Building. 

New  York,  April  27th,  1767. 
Conslatory  held  after  callinsr  on  God'e  name. 

The  resolution  of  October  7th,  1705,  concerning  the  position  of  the  Consistory  in 
relation  to  the  Assemblies  of  the  Coetns,  and  the  Conferentie,  was  read  by  the 
President.  Thereupon  the  Consistory  resolved  still  to  abide  by  that  resolution,  and 
therefore  are  not  inclined  to  send  domine  Laidlie  and  Elders  to  the  same. 

A  list  of  subscriptions  for  the  building  of  a  Third  Church  was  presented,  and 
found  to  amount  to  £3600.,  and  some  shillings.  Whereupon  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  obtain  plans  and  a  strict  estimate  of  costs,  so  that  the  consistory  may 
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be  Id  a  condition  to  act  farther.    Pieter  Marschalk,  The.  Van  Wyck,  laaac  Rooserelt; 
Andrew  Marschalk  and  Garrtt  Abeel  were  appointed. 

Mr.  Ths.  Van  Wyck  produced  three  leaaea  which  had  been  bought  In,  for  £210. 
It  was  resolved  to  restore  this  money  out  of  the  first  Incoming  subscriptiona  or  froo       M v  j^ 
some  other  source.  M''^ 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Rltxema,  p.  t.  Prasident 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Letters. 

1767,  May  4th.  Art.  8.  The  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  have  received  a  letittf 
from  New  York,  dated  February  18,  1767,  signed  by  thirteen  members;  endostsf 
one  from  Poughkeepsie,  dated  December  22,  1766,  signed  by  Frymoet,  Koli, 
Rysdyk.     The  enclosure  contained  a  request  for  a  minister. 


■^v 
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Acts  of  the  Kev.  Assembly  of  Ministers  and  Eldebs,  (• 
Conferentie),   Under  the  Rev.   Classis  of  Amstebda:»^> 
Held  at  New  York,  May  5  &  6,  1767. 

Tuesday,  May  6th — Forenoon. 

1.  OffloerM  and  Members. — ^The  Assembly  met,  and  was  opened  with  prayer  by 
Ritzema,  as  last  President,  who  was  again  called  to  the  same  post. 

Members  Present 

John  Ritzema  J.  C.  Rubel,  and  his  Elder. 

Lamb.  De  Ronde  J.  M.  Kern,  and  his  Elder. 

.  Joannes  Schuyler  J.  Rysdyck,  and  his  Elder. 

Ulpianus  Van  Slnderen,  and  his  Elder. 

2.  Communications. — The  letter  of  the  Rev.  Classis,  of  April  7,  1765,  being 
last  which  was  received  with  the  acts  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  was 
From  this  it  was  perceived  that  the  Rev.  Classis  approved  our  last  proceedings, 
recommended  us  to  maintain  carefully  the  Constitution  of  the  Church,  and  to 
those  who  manifested  subordination. 

3.  Proposals  for  Union. — The  President  informed  the  Assembly  of  an  intereha^^- 
of  letters  between  himself  and  Dom.  J.  H.  Goetschius  respecting  the  reunion, 
this  was  confirmed  by  Dom.  De  Ronde  and  Dom.  Rubel,  who  had  had  conversation 
the   same   subject   with    some  members   of   the   Coetus.     From   this   originated 
proposal  of  certain  articles  as  a  basis  of  union. 

Separated  with  thanksgiving  to  God ;  to  meet  in  the  morning,  at  nine  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  May  6 — Forenoon. 

Opened  with  prayer. 

The  proposal  for  peace  was  considered,  and,  with  some  additions,  put  Into 
form  of  a  letter,  which,  it  was  resolved,  should  be  sent  to  the  brethren  who 
at  Hackensack  on  the  ensuing  Tuesday. 

Whereupon  the  meeting  concluded  with  thanksgiving. 

Signed,  in  the  name  of  all, 

John  Rltiema,  President. 
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of  the  Letter  of  the  Rev.  Assembly  to  the  Brethren  at  Hackensack. 

mbly  of  Ministers  and  Elders  nnder  the  Rev.  Classla  of  Amsterdam,  met 
rk.  May  6,  1767,  learned  that  there  was  among  the  brethren  who  call 
the  Coetus  some  movement  toward  a  union  with  as — a  matter  which  was 
•  Joy,  yet  awakened  some  anxiety  as  to  the  way  and  manner  in  which 
>le  end  was  to  be  reached.  ~  To  make  a  proposal  on  this  subject,  brethren, 
h  dlfflcnity  in  itself,  that  even  the  least  objectionable  one  may  yet  subvert 
object;  for  which  reason,  we  have  noted  only  this  in  advance,  as  what 

•rethren  shall  firmly  hold  with  us  subordination  to  the  Rev.  Classis 
D  the  Synodical  decree  of  1768. 

nisters  or  elders  shall  be  present  in  the  Assembly  except  such  as  have 
«m  a  lawful  commission ;  that  is,  have  been  sent  by  the  Rev.  Classis,  or 
re  by  their  order,  or  recognized  on  their  recommendation,  or  that  of  some 
Is  in  the  Netherlands. 

lestion  how  the  ministers  otherwise  ordained  are  to  be  treated,  we  shall 
our  mutual  satisfaction. 

the  ordination  of  others,  that  stumbling-block  will  be  taken  out  of  the 
fall  upon  fit  subjects,  and  provide  the  means  of  a  suitable  education, 
things  are  acceptable  to  the  brethren,  it  is  our  unanimous  desire  that  a 
ould  be  appointed  for   the  ensuing  autumn,   say   the  first  Tuesday   in 
lich  every  one,  if  alive  and  well,  shall  attend. 

s  proposal  demands  that  everything  which  in  the  least  hinders  peace 
e,  we  promise  that  we  will  not  install  a  Consistory  at  Tappan,  or  call  a 
ere,  on  condition  that  you  will  not  introduce  a  minister  at  Harlem  or 
or  anywhere  else. 

oding  that  you  will  hold  your  meeting  at  Hackensack  on  the  coming 
e  use  this  opportunity  to  make  our  proposal  known  to  you  ail ;  and  we 
t  you  will  consider  it  maturely,  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  communicate 
ision  to  us,  so  that  we  may  know  how  we  are  to  govern  ourselves,  and 
e  to  expect ;  and  that  this  will  be  done  within  six  weeks. 
ril>e  ourselves,  with  much  respect. 

In  the  name  of  the  Assembly, 

J.  Ritzema,  President. 
L.  De  Ronde,  Clerk, 
tfay  6,  1767. 

Church  of  New  York. 
•s'  fees.     Manor  of  Fordham.     Third  Church  Building. 

New  York,  May  11th.  1767. 
y  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

identures  for  leased  grounds  in  William  St.,  one  to  Edward  Meeks,  and 
>  Isaac  Vreedenberg  were  presented  and  ordered  to  be  sealed, 
wyer's  costs  amounting  to  £170 :  2 :  0  were  presented,  and  the  Treasurer 
ized  to  pay  the  same  out  of  the  first  Incoming  rents  or  capital. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Ritzema,  p.  t.  President 

New  York,  May  25th,  1767. 

the  usual  report  of  the  House  visitation,  Capt.  Ths.  Clarke  appeared  in 
and  offered  to  buy  our  mortgage  on  J.  Valentyn's  farm  in  the  Manor  of 

th  the  payment  of  one  year's  interest,  of  the  £500. ;  the  Consistory  how* 
a  credit  for  the  two  years  interest.     Two  days  delay  was  desired  in 

e  by   the   Treasurer   if  one   year's   interest   was   still   to  be  had   from 

ans  for  building  a  Third  Church  were  presented.     That  of  Mr.  Breestede 
with  the  observation,  that  the  breadth  should  be  74  instead  of  70  feet, 
firs  should  run  all  the  way  up  so  as  to  support  the  roof. 
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3.  Resolyed  that  the  committee  on  plans  should  ohtaln  a  dose  estimate  a 
cost  of  such  a  church  hullt  of  clipstone,  so  that  we  may  know  what  ground  thi 
to  go  upon  in  completing  It. 

4.  Resolved  that  Deacons  Abeel,  Marschalk  and  Roosevelt  demand  a  third  o 
money  subscribed ;  and  the  receipt  of  the  money  be  entrusted  to  the  last  named 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Rltsema,  p.  t.  Presida 

Meeting  of  the  Coetus  at  Hackensack,  May  13,  1767.  Minutes  not  recovers^ 
correspondence  was  suspended  with  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  at  this  time. 

Rev.  William  Hanna  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson,  May  29,  1767.     Also  sketch  of 
Hanna,  Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  4 to.,  iv.  236.     See  also  pp.  279,  280.     He  was  the 
Presbyterian  clergyman  of  Albany.     In  1771  he  became  an  Episcopalian. 


Governor  Mookb  to  the  Earle  of  Shelburne. 

Complaints  of  Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospel.     Eighth  of  i 
Church.     Land  grants  to  Trinity  Church  and  Kings  CoU^. 

Fort  George,  New  York,  June  9,  176" 
My   Lord, 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  express  the  concern  and  astonishment  I  was  ui 
on  receiving  your  Lordships  letter  of  the  11th  of  April  [1767]*  inclosing  the  Co 
of  two  Petitions,  one  from  the  Society  for  propagating  the  Ooapeh  and  the  oi 
from  Samuel  Robinson  ft  his  associates ;  although  some  people  have  often  s 
free  with  the  characters  of  His  Majesty's  Governors  in  America  in  common  con 
sation,  and  have  frequently  misrepresented  their  actions,  yet  I  always  thought  1 
so  much  decency  would  constantly  be  preserved  in  an  address  to  the  Crown,  i 
it  should  contain  no  assertions  of  Facts  but  what  were  Incontestable;  I  beg  U 
to  assure  your  Lordship  that  this  Is  very  far  from  being  the  case  at  present, 
that  it  gave  me  the  highest  satisfaction  to  find  that  His  Majesty  was  determi 
not  only  to  have  the  strictest  enquiry  made  into  the  circumstances  of  the  cha: 
in  the  Petition,  but  that  he  expected  the  clearest  and  fullest  answers  to  every  i 
of  it.  As  I  am  persuaded  that  when  the  truth  Is  laid  open  it  will  fully  api 
that  I  have  neither  perverted  the  Power  lodged  in  my  hands  nor  acted  in 
manner  derogatory  to  my  station  and  that  so  far  from  deserving  the  least  in 
tation  of  Oppression,  I  have  made  disinterestedness  the  characteristic  of  my  adi 
Istratlon  as  I  thought  it  incumbent  on  me  to  support  in  every  shape  the  dignit; 
the  Commission  with  which  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  honor  me.  To  b« 
my  answer  as  far  back  as  I  can,  I  beg  leave  to  transcribe  some  minutes  of 
Council  which   are  as  follows. 

On  Wednesday  the  10th  of  April  1765  the  Lieutenant  Governor  laid  before 
Council  His  Majesty's  order  in  Council  dated  July  20th  1764  declaring  the  R 
Connecticut  to  be  the  Boundary  between  the  Provinces  of  New  York  and  ! 
Hampshire. 

It  would  be  proper  to  observe  here  that  these  Lands  though  petitioned  for  ai 
a  grant  from  New  Hampshire  were  within  20  Miles  of  Hudson's  River,  bat  i 
still  notwithstanding  the  encroachment,  protected,  on  account  of  the  Settlement 
them,  although  the  Title  set  up  was  rejected. 

As  it  was  necessary  that  something  should  be  done  to  encqurage  people  to  si 
in  those  parts  I  determined  then  to  engage  personally  in  it.  and  to  take  up  a  T 
of  Land  there  which  should  be  distributed  out  to  poor  Families  in  Small  Fl 
on  the  condition  that  they  should  begin  upon  the  Manufacture  of  Pot  Ash  and 
Culture  of  Hemp ;  His  Majesty's  Council  having  approved  of  my  plan  consei 
to  have  a  Township  laid  out  for  me  and  some  other  associated  with  me  at  tw 


*See  said  letter,  Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  4 to  ed.  iv.  365.     Also  the  whole  discussiOD 
829-875. 
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^ilM  distance  from  the  North  Line  of  the  County  of  Cumberland  and  on  a  spot 
^e/ther  granted  by  New  Hampshire  nor  claimed  by  any  persons  whatsoever : 


1  ha?e  directed  a  Church  to  be  built  at  my  sole  expence  in  the  Center  of  the 
Tovrmshlp,  and  shall  set  apart  a  large  Parm  as  a  Glebe  for  the  Incumbent;  These 
ine«asure8  I  am  persuaded  will  contribute  greatly  to  the  peopling  of  that  part  of 
tho  ProTince,  for  many  wealthy  persons  inhabitants  of  this  Town  on  seeing  what 
I  £B«a.^e  done,  and  still  propose  to  do,  have  associated  themselves  together  in  sufficient 
BoxK&lMrs  to  be  entitled  to  Townships  there,  and  have  talsen  all  the  necessary  steps 
to  crarry  their  Plans  into  execution,  many  people  being  actually  employed  in  sur* 
Teylag  and  dividing  into  different  Lotts  the  Lands  they  have  talsen  up;  I  have 
llk^'^wise  had  a  Township  laid  out  and  vested  in  Trustees  for  the  use  of  the  Minis- 
terJB  of  the  Gospel  according  to  the  Communion  of  the  Church  of  England,  and 
another  for  the  use  of  the  College  here  that  the  opportunity  might  not  be  lost 
of  ftsnproving  the  Morals  as  well  as  fortunes  of  the  New  Settlers  in  so  distant  a 
pajr-t  of  the  Province. 

My  Lord, 

Your  Lordships  most  obedient  and  humble  Servant, 

H.  Moore. 
l^Klit  Honorable 

Karl  of  Shelburne.— Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  Vol.  vll.  pp.  930,  931,  933,  938. 


My  I-ord 


Governor  [Moore  to  the  Earl  of  Shelburne. 

Fort  George,  New  York,  June  10  1767. 


After  so  long  a  letter  as  I  have  already  addressed  to  your  Lordship  in  answer 

w  Kobinsons  Petition,  it  is  a  matter  of  concern  to  me  that  the  Petition  which  ac- 

^^'JPanied  It  from  the  Society  for  propagating  the  Gospel  puts  me  under  the  neces* 

^^  Of  saying  anything  more  on  the  same  subject    That  a  man  of  so  notorious  a 

^'•'^cter  as  Robinson  should  deviate  from  Truth  in  any  representation  of  Facts, 

'^^  kind  of  surprise  to  those  who  know  him  here,  but  that  so  respectable  a  Society 

^^^  **iat   for   propagating   the    Gospel    should   present  a   Petition    supposed   to   be 

^^^^ded  on  Facts  which  are  not  true  In  themselves,  has  astonished  every  one  here 

3^^  tias  been  informed  of  it.     By  some  similar  expressions  to  those  in  the  Petition 

g^^oblnson,   I  apprehend  they  both   came  from   the  same  quarter,  and  that  the 

Tp^^^ty  has  been  first  imposed  upon  and  afterwards  engaged  to  present  a  Petition 

l^^e  same  kind  with  that  relative  to  the  New  Hampshire  Grants  with  no  other 

rj^t  than  to  be  a  more  effectual  means  to  impose  on  his  Majesty's  Ministers. 

-^ere  are  but  three  particular  causes  of  complaint  assigned  which  are  all  easily 

^•^^red  and  sot  aside.     The  fact  is,  that  the  Grantees  had  settled  some  part  of 

1^^  l^ownships ;  were  preparing  to  settle  the  remainder  with  a  reservation  of  the 

j»^2.  •everal  shares  for  the  public  uses,  but  were  prevented  by  the  Government  of 

gj^^    York,  etc.     How  far  the  settlements  have  been  carried  on  has  been  already 

j^*^*d,  and  I  shall  leave  it  to  your  Lordship  to  Judge  of  their  Intentions  In  regard 

^     ^e  remainder  when  I  take  upon  me  to  assert  that  notwithstanding  the  appro- 

^r^tlon  of  these  shares  for  Public  uses  and  expressly  so  described  In   the  Body 

^^j  ^«  Charters,  The  Petitioners  had  so  little  design  to  serve  any  body  but  them- 

Mm  ^^^  that   they  had  the  assurance  to  request  that  these  public  shares  might  be 

^  '^^d  among  them,  without  giving  the  least  attention  to  the  purposes  for  which 

^^    were  designed  and  without  the  least  scruple  of  defrauding  the  Society  of  its 

^***t:8;  If  the  intentions  of  His  Majesty's  Council   in   regard  to  the  Interests  of 

^   5?ociety  had  not  differed  greatly  from  those  of  the  Petitioners  I  can  take  upon 

r*  ^o  say  that  the  Society  would  not  at  this  time  have  been  entitled  to  a  single 

*^  Of  Land  in  all  that  part  of  the  Province.     There  is  not  the  least  foundation 

^  tbat  assertion  of  being  prevented  by  the  Government  of  New  York  for  great 

^'^  wss  taken  to  give  them  all  the  assurances  possible  that  they  should  be  pro- 

^^•d  in  their  Rights  and  no  pains  were  spared   to  convince  the  settlers  of  the 

^'^^  Intentions  of  this  Government  towards  them. 
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The  Second  ComplalDt  is,  That  they  are  altogether  deprived  of  the  greftter  txM,^ 
better  part  of  their  Right. — I  have  already  had  the  honor  of  acquainting  jo-kmj 
Lordships  that  there  have  been  proceedings  only  on  28  of  these  Townships;  In  ^-1 
of  them  the  Rights  of  the  Society  and  all  the  Grants  in  the  first  Charters  for  pabl.fl< 
uses  have  been  expressly  reserved  for  the  uses  therein  mentioned.  No  failare  In.^ 
been  made  but  in  the  four  first  Grants  which  passd  the  Council,  and  as  I 
informed  that  the  Charters  were  not  at  that  time  before  them,  it  occasioned 
omission  which  has  been  guarded  against  ever  since ;  of  these  four  only  one  Ik' 
passed  the  Great  Seal,  so  that  the  Shares  may  still  l>e  reserved  in  the  three 
remain.  This  happened  before  my  arrival  in  America.  The  Third  complaint  ^ 
'*  That  as  to  the  Residue  of  such  Lands  which  are  not  already  granted  away  tlB.^ 
are  burthened  with  such  expences  and  charges  as  are  greatly  more  than  equal  ' 
point  of  value  to  the  shares  themselves."  The  only  way  this  assertion  can  "^ 
answered  is  by  denying  it  flatly,  and  I  am  extremely  sorry  to  be  under  the 
slty  of  declaring  to  your  Lordship  that  there  is  not  a  word  of  truth  in  it;  wlk' 
the  first  Petitioners  for  these  public  shares  could  not  obtain  them  for  their 
as  I  have  already  mentioned  they  desired  that  the  Society  might  be  charge<^  wA 
a  share  of  the  expences  which  would  be  incurred  for  surveying  etc.,  but  this 
likewise  absolutely  refused,  and  they  were  told  that  if  they  did  not  choose  to 
out  their  Grants  on  the  Terms  of  paying  the  Costs  of  the  four  Public  Shai 
amongst  them,  they  should  not  have  them  at  all.  The  Reason  which  oecasioiB>^ 
this  Declaration  was  that  as  there  appeared  on  the  back  of  each  charter  a  k>s 
list  of  names  the  greatest  part  of  which  are  eutirely  unknown.  The  Council  Jolm^ 
in  opinion  with  me  that  if  these  were  the  names  of  real  Proprietors  there  could 
no  hardship  in  fixing  the  expencc  on  them  as  the  Quota  of  each  person  interest::' 
in  the  Township  would  be  so  small  as  to  amount  at  most  to  a  mere  trifle.  By 
means  the  Society's  Shares  were  so  far  from  being  burthened  with  expences 
charges  greatly  more  than  equal  in  point  of  value  to  the  Lands  themselves, 
fhey  are  not  charged  with  the  expence  of  a  single  shilling.  I  am  sorry  to  say 
our  suspicions  of  those  names  on  the  back  of  the  Charter  were  but  too  well 
and  it  has  since  appeared  that  some  of  the  Charters  which  have  made  their  api 
ance  in  great  form  and  under  the  claims  of  sixty  or  seventy  proprietors  have 
found  in  reality  to  belong  to  no  more  than  six  or  seven  Persons,  which  will 
great  detriment  to  the  settling  of  that  part  of  the  Province,  and  is  entirely 
tradictory  to  His  Majesty's  Orders  which  are  that  no  more  than  one 
acres  should  be  given  to  each  Person — I  hope  by  what  I  have  here  offered  in 
to  the  Society's  Petition,  that  it  will  sufficiently  appear  to  your  Lordship,  h. 
they  have  been  imposed  on  in  the  accounts  they  have  received  of  our  Proceedl 
here,  and  to  which  they  have  so  readily  given  credit.  Had  the  true  state  of 
case  been  laid  before  His  Majesty  it  would  have  appeared  that  in  order  to 
up  for  a  Loss  sustained  of  350  acres  in  one  of  the  Townships,  which  happei 
before  my  arrival,  by  a  mere  omission  of  the  Council  on  their  first  entering 
new  Scene  of  Business,  I  had  taken  care  to  secure  to  the  Church  as  soon  as  I 
it  in  my  power  a  large  District  comprehending  no  less  than  23,200  acres. — ^I 
enquired  of  Dr.  Auchmuty  the  Rector  of  Trinity  Church  here,  (who  is  I  am  Infom^* 
the  principal  correspondent  of  the  Society  in  this  Province)  from  whence 
extraordinary  Information  could  be  sent,  but  he  tells  me  that  he  is  entirely  ignoi 
of  it,  and  as  I  have  the  greatest  reason  to  imagine  that  the  Society  have 
founded  their  Petition  on  better  authority  than  what  they  have  received 
Robinson  and  his  associates.  I  hope  they  will  act  with  so  much  candor  when 
are  informed  of  the  particulars  of  my  answer,  as  to  lay  before  your  Lorddilp 
authoritys  upon  which  they  have  been  induced  to  present  a  Petition  to  His  ' 
which  tends  so  manifestly  to  calumniate  me.  Common  Justice  requires  this  at  th' 
'Hands  and  the  Principles  upon  which  that  Society  is  supposed  to  act  in  ot" 
matters,  will  I  hope  suggest  to  thera  that  such  a  behaviour  will  be  necessary  on 
occasion  not  only  in  support  of  my  Character,  but  of  their  own. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect 

My  Lord, 

Your  Lordships  most  obedient  and  humble  Servant 

H.  Moore. 

Rt.  Honorable 

Earl  of  Shelburne.  ^^««.* 

—Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  Vol.  Til,  pp.  M8-940. 
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Church  of  New  York. 
Third  Church  Building.     (Fulton  st.) 

New   York.    June  12th,   1767. 
Contistorj  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

1.  The  resolution  of  March  16th,  1767  to  build  a  Third  Church  on  the  grounds  of 

^«  Harpendlng,  being  further  considered,  especially  in  regard  to  removing  of  the 

^M^cultles   which   might   arise,    It   was   resolved   that   the   yearly   interest   of  the 

■^ven  lots  still  remaining  which  the  church  had  formerly  bought  in  the  grounds, 

■hoold    he  given  for  a  perpetual  income  for  the  ground  on  which  the  church  is 

to  be   built,  so  that  thus  the  object  of  Mr.   Harpendlng's  will  may  be  obtained. 

^d   that  this  shall  be  placed  among  the  other  matters  which  are  signed  by  in- 

Mmln^  consistories. 

2.  Mp.  Bancker  reported  that  Valentyn  had  nothing  but  a  house  for  which  he 
<l^maiided  £15.,  and  promised  to  give  a  bond  for  the  £20.  The  matter  is  further 
'•'•rpe^  to  Mr.  Bancker;  and  to  execute  the  agreement  made  with  Capt.  Clarke. 

Signed  etc., 

Lambertus  de  Ronde,  p.  t.  President. 

New   York,   June  18th,   1767. 

^■^slstory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 
^*^^    Consistory  having  further  considered  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  Third 
^'ttcl^  Resolved,  That  it  should  be  according  to  Mr.  Breestede's  plans:  100  feet 
1?^'   ^iid  70  broad,  within;  and  that  the  committee  should  proceed  to  agree  with 

^  tHasons,   and  also  the  stone  cutters  for  the    mason    work,    and    to    provide 
"***^*^*1»,  at  least  so  far  that  the  foundation  may  be  laid  this  year.    The  said  com- 

^^^^  shall  also  buy  thick  and  thin  plank,  and  lay  them  up  to  dry,  and  shall 
V^  ''or  these  materials  out  of  the  subscription  list  moneys,  which  they  shall  re- 
f^^  ^rom  Mr.  Isaac  Roosevelt,  who  has  been  appointed  to  receive  the  said  moneys 
***    ^me  to  time,  and  render  due  account  thereof. 
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^^■■o   Resolved,  That  the  Tower  of  the  Church  shall  be  set  10  feet  back  from 
l.**'*^   and   Cart  street,   and  the  breadth  of  the  church   or  foundation   stand  in 
^   >KUddle  of  the  designated  grounds  between  the  two  side  streets. 

Signed, 

Lambertus  de  Ronde,  p.  t.  President. 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Synodalia,  1767.  Art.  8.  Orange  Nassau.  The  Classis 
J^^^ially  wishes  that  the  most  precious  blessings  from  the  AU- 
.^^^^cient  God,  may  abide  luito  length  of  days  upon  His  Illustrious 
'^^'^'^ness,  the  Lord  Prince,  Netherland's  Hereditary  Stadtholder, 


upon  the  House  of  Orange  Nassau ;  and  by  continuance,  i!ec- 
,^^^^^33aends  all  that  is  appropriate  to  this  lemma,  to  the  Messrs. 
^^pp.     xiv.  122. 

Synodalia,  1767.     Art.  48.     New  York  and  New  Jersey. — The 
*^88is  has  nothing  further  to  report  to  Synod,  as  to  New  York 
^^d  New  Jersey,     xiv.  126. 
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Remonstrance  Against  Preaching  in  English  in  the  Dutc^t-^ 
Reformed  Church  in  Xew  York.     July  6,  1767. 

To  his  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Moore,  Baronet,  Captain  General  and  Goremor 
Chief  In  and  over  the  Province  of  New  York  and  the  Territories  dependlnf 
in  America;  Chancellor  and  Vice  Admiral  of  the  same;  And  to  his  Majesty's  He 
able  Council  of  said  Province  In  Council  Assembled. 

Whereas  several  Persons  appointed  to  Act,  as  well  for  themselves  as  many  otlL^ 
Members  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  of  the  City  of  New  York  Xa 
North  America  did  by  their  Petition  and  humble  Remonstrance  presented  to  fn/wmi 
Excellency  and  his  Majesty's  Honorable  Council  of  the  said  Prorlnce  the  slx'^A 
Day  of  December  1766,  shew  and  set  forth  the  Eighth  article  of  Capitulation  €>n 
the  Dutch  surrendering  this  Colony  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  In  1684;  KIbb-0 
William  the  Third's  Charter  or  Letters  Patent  dated  the  Eleyenth  Day  of  U^y 
1696  Confirming  the  said   Article  and   Granting  unto  the  said  Dutch  Reform^^^ 
Church  other  Liberties  and  Privileges  than  those  contained  in  the  said  Capitol^^' 
tion;  and  also  an  Act  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor  Council  and  General  Asseml^'K^ 
of  the  said  Province,  confirmed  at  St  James's  the  Twenty-fifth  Day  of  FebrDaX'7 
1755  by  King  George  the  second  in  Council,  whereby  the  said  Lil>ertle8  and  prl^^' 
leges  were  further  established  and  confirmed  and  others  granted  to  the  MlnlstcK'^v 
Elders,  Deacons  and  Members  of  the  said  Church,  together  with  other  matt^^P* 
and  divers  Grievances  therein  contained  and  complained  of.    And  thereby  prty^=* 
(inter  alia)  speedy  Relief  etc.  as  by  the  said  Petition  and  Remonstrance  Belati^^n 
being  thereunto  had  will  more  at  large  appear. 

And  whereas  your  Excellency  hath  directed  that  a  short  account  of  the  seve^^^^' 
Grievances  complained  of  should  be  drawn  up  in  writing  to  be  laid  before  y»''V3r 
Excellency  and  the  Honorable  Council  aforesaid. 

Now  therefore,  we  the  several  persons  appointed  as  aforesaid,  do.  In  ^S^ 
most  brief  manner  we  are  able,  lay  before  your  Excellency  and  his  MaJest^T'*' 
Honorable  Council  aforesaid  our  several  Grievances  and  Complaints  as 
lows.  vis. 

First— That  a  Party  of  the  Members  of  the  said  Church  called  the  English 
to  the  number  of  not  more  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  three  petitioned  for 
English  Minister  to  be  Introduced  Into  the  Dutch  Church.  That  this  being  delA'*^ 
erately  considered,  a  Protest  was  there  upon  delivered  to  the  Consistory  signed  ^^ 
two  hundred  and  twenty  six  members  of  the  said  Church  setting  forth  tliat  ^^7 
the  61st  Article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  said  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Chor-^^ 
Government  two  languages  could  not  be  made  use  of  under  one  Consistory. 

Secondly — That  the  said  party  have  In  opposition  to  the  Constitution  of  the  t^^ 
Church  Government  destroyed  the  86th  Article  thereof;  for  that  Article  says,  th-^J 
although  the  Benefit  of  the  Church  should  require  It,  Yet  no  alterations  ther^^'^ 
should  be  made,  as  by  the  said  Article  will  fully  appear. 

Thirdly — That  the  Church  Rules  direct  that  no  Minister  shall  be  forced  into  t 
Congregation  against  the  will  of  such  Congregation;  And  yet  this  has  l>een  doi 
by  Introducing  Mr.  Leadly  who  had  but  about  the  one  hundred  and  twenty  t 
Members  of  the  said  Church. 

Fourthly — That  the  laying  out  the  monies  arising  by  the  Sale  of  the  Manor 
Fordham  In  the  purchase  of  other  lands  according  to  the  direction  of  the  Act 
the  Lieutenant  Governor,  Council  and  General  Assembly,  hath  not  been  done. 

Fifthly — ^That  the  Land  of  Mr.  Harpending  lays  In  a  great  measure  waste  ai 
divers  Houses  fit  to  Rent  are  pulled  down  to  build  a  Church  upon  to  preach  Engl 
lu.  Contrary  to  the  Testator's  Will. 

Sixthly — That   the   Catechising  In  the  Dutch   Language  is  forbidden   by  one 
the  Elders,   alledglng  It   was  a   Detriment  to  Mr.   Leadly.    And  Mr.   Leadly  ha* 
forbidden  Mr.   Leydccker  (who  was  qualified  for  that  Business)  to  catechise,  an» 
say'd   that  the  Consistory  did   not  approve  of  It. 

Seventhly — That  the  Dutch  School  Is  not  taken  Care  of  by  the  Rulers  to  th' 
total   Ruin   of   the   Dutch    Education. 

Eighthly — ^That   the  Dutch   are  deprived   of  the  Forenoon   Service  in   the  Ne 
Church  in  open  violation  of  the  Rights  and  against  the  Will  of  those  who  bough' 
their  Seats  to  hear  the  Dutch  Service  And  that  the  Holy  Ordinance  of  the  Lord's 
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per  has  not  b«en  performed  since  Mr.  Leadly's  being  In  the  said  Church  by  any 

ilflter  bot  himself. 

Inthly— That  both  the  old  and  new  Churches  are  ruled  by  the  English  Party 

L   because  the  Dutch  Party  would  not  acknowledge  them  to  be  their  lawful 

lers  they  forbid  seyeral  of  the  Members  the  Sacrament. 

renthly— That  the  Rulers  would  force  the  Dutch,  who  can't  understand  Mr. 

itdly;  to  acknowledge  him  to  be  their  lawful  Teacher;  and  declare  that  he  must 

kd  shall  be  one  In  Communion  with  the  Dutch,  who  never  commune  with  him 

ficaose  they  cannot  understand  him;  and  if  he  is  one  In  Communion  with  the 

iitch,  he  is  Intitled  to  the  Revenue  of  the  Dutch  Ministers. 

An  which  matters  and  Orievances  we  most  humbly  submit  to  the  most  serious 

NMideration  of  Your  Excellency  and  his  Majesty's  said  Honorable  Council;  And 

*7  a  speedy  Decision  of  and  Relief  in  the  Premises. 

^or  which  (as  In  Duty  bound)  we  shall  ever  pray  etc. 

Abel   Hardenbrook 
Jacobus  Stoutenburgh 
Huybt.  V.  Wagenen. 
—Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  Vol.  111.  pp.  808,  809. 

r  «.    1767. 

8^    Kov.  11.  17OT.1 

iPOitT  OF  THE  Lords  of  Trade  Against  the  Petition  op  the 
P^:e:sbyterian  Church  of  New  York,  Waix  St.  [Sb» 
Maboh  24,  1767.] 

Whitehall,  June  10,  1767. 

^^  Bight  Honorable  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  His  liajesty's  Most  Honorable 

Privy  Council  for  Plantation  Affairs. 

^*  tuive  had  under  our  consideration  a  petition  to  His  Majesty  of  the  present 
'^^Ts  Elders  Deacons  and  Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  the  City  of 
"^  ^ork,  humbly  praying  for  the  reasons  therein  contained  that  His  liajesty  wUI 

C'^ciously  pleased  to  create  them  a  Body  Politic  and  Corporate,  by  the  name  and 
^  Of  the  Ministers  Elders  Deacons  and  trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  the 
^  Of  New  York,  according  to  the  Westminster  confession  of  Faith,  Catechisms, 
^  ^rectory,  agreeable  to  the  present  established  Church  of  Scotland,  and  that  they 
'j' ^«ir  successors  may  be  thereby  enabled,  under  the  Great  Seal  of  the  Province 
^<^l4  and  enjoy  the  said  Church,  and  ground  belonging  to  the  same,  and  to  acquire 
^  ^old  a  further  estate  and  enjoy  such  other  powers  and  privileges  as  may  be 
^"■•ary  for  the  encouragement  of  religious  worship ;  and  that  His  Majesty  will  be 
'^OQsly  pleased  to  grant  them  such  other  aid,  protection  and  countenance  as  to 
IL^yal  wisdom  shall  seem  meet. 
^^  petition  was  referred  to  this  Board  by  an  order  of  His  Majesty  in  Council 

^«  28th  of  May,  1760,  with  direction  to  consider  the  same  and  report  an  opinion 
^'^pon  to  your  Lordships,  and  it  appearing  as  well  upon  the  face  of  the  petition 
^  as  from  other  papers  In  possession  of  the  Board  that  many  proceedings  had 
^  had  before  the  Council  of  New  York  touching  an  application  of  the  Presbyterian 
^eh  there,  for  a  Charter  of  Incorporation,  It  was  thought  advisable  to  transmit  a 
^  of  the  petition  to  the  Governor  there,  with  directions  to  communicate  the  same 

^e  Council  for  their  advice  and  information  thereupon,  and  to  report  in  the 
^«at  manner  the  present  state  and  condition  of  this  Protestant  Establishment,  and 
^  %11  the  proceedings  upon  a  petition  to  the  same  effect  presented  to  them  during 
^  Administration  of  Lieutenant  Governor  Colden  and  the  reason  why  such  appllca^ 
^  did  not  succeed  at  that  time. 
^^  return  to  this  reference  to  the  Governor  of  New  York  he  has  lately  transmitted 

^  a  report  made  to  him  thereupon  by  a  Committee  of  His  Majesty's  Council 
^^ ;  a  copy  whereof  we  beg  leave  to  annex  hereunto. 

"^is  report  will  fully  Inform  your  Lordships  of  the  true  state  of  the  proceedings 
^  precedents  to  which  the  petition  to  His  Majesty  refers,  and  does  likewise  state  a 
^^  of  great  weight  and  Importance  in  this  question,  viz.,  whether  His  Majesty 
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consistent  with  the  obligation  he  is  under  by  his  Coronation  Oath,  founded  on  the 
Act  of  the  5th  of  Queen  Anne  Cap.  5.  Intituled  "An  Act  for  aecurlng  the  Chorch  of 
England  as  by  Law  established/*  can  create  such  an  establishment  la  favoar  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  as  is  now  requested. 

This,  my  Lord,  is  a  question  of  too  great  Importance  for  na  to  decide  npon ;  hot 
upon  the  fullest  consideration  of  what  is  stated  in  the  report  of  the  Council  of  New 
York  we  are  of  opinion  that  independent  of  the  objection  arising  out  of  this  qoet* 
tion,  it  is  not  exiiedient,  upon  principles  of  general  policy,  to  comply  with  the  prayer 
of  this  petition  or  to  give  the  I^esbyterian  Church  of  New  York  any  other  prlrllefes 
and  immunities  than  it  is  intitled  to  by  the  laws  of  Toleration. 
We  arc,  my  Lords,  Your  Lordships  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  Serrants 

Clare 

Wm.  Fitsherhert 

Thomas  Roblneon. 

—Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  Vol.  vli.  pp.  M3-4 


Church  of  Xew  York. 
The  Dutch  Partv.     The  Xew  Church. 

New  York,  July  21,  1761 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God*8  name. 


1.  Abel  Hardenbrock,  Jacobus  Stoutenberg  and  Huybert  Van  Wagenen  p: 
a  copy  of  the  petition  which  they  had  preferred  to  the  Governor  and  Goimdl 
the  6th  of  July.     This  was  received  and  held  for  consideration. 

2.  The  widow  of  Joseph  de  Voe  was  taken  as  a  poor  person  to  l>e  provided  for 
the  Deacons. 

8.  The  committee  asked  for  further  orders  of  the  Consistory,  to  go  on  with 
bailding  of  the  New  Church  according  to  their  pleasure.    These  were  given 
them,  and  Peter  Lott.  Coenelius  Bogart  and  Adriaan  Bancker  added  thereto. 
4.  Hereafter  no  one  shall  be  taken  up  as  a  poor  person  to  be  supported  by 
Church,  unless  on  condition  that  whatever  may  be  bequeathed  to  thorn  shaU 
to  the  church. 

Signed. 

Lambertus  de  Ronde,  p.  t.  Presides 


Action  of  Synod  of  Xortii  Holland  July  28-Auo.  6,  17< 

Vol.  65. 

Article  44. 
Views  of  **  The  German  Church  "  oil  American  Ordinations. 

The  question  of  being  permitted  to  examine  and  promote  persons^   shoold 
cumstances  require  it,  was  again  discussed. 

1.  It  was  settled  that  the  brethren  had  no  thought  of  cutting  themselves  I 
from  the  Christian  Synods  of  South  and  North  Holland  and  the  Rev.  ClasSls 
Amsterdam,  or  of  seeking  higher  authority  than  that  which  Ood  and  the  Ch 
Order  appoint  for  them;  that  it  had  never  been  their  intention  to  give  offense* 
word  or  act  to  the  Christian  Synods  and  the  Classis;  but  that  they  take 
rather  in   gratefully   acknowledging  the  great   benefits   conferred  on   them;  a 
therefore,  whatever,  in  former  acts,  may  have  given  reason  for  grief  and  Indl^^^ 
tion  must  be  ascribed,  not  to  their  hearts,  but  to  their  inexperience  In  the  use 
the  Holland  language.    They  ask  to  be  excused  therefor,  as  their  consci«ices  ^^ 
Clare  them  free  from  every  base  disposition,  intended  offence  and  Ingratitude. 


-to 
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2l  They   ask    permlBslon   that,    whenever   circumstances    require    It,    they   may 

^^mlne  and  ordain  men,  referring  to  the  examples  of  Revs.  Templeman  and  do 

.^Is  In  the  time  of  Rev.   Schlatter,  and  citing  two  cases  which  exist  there  at 

l^tMent    There  are  two  or  three  churches,  the  chief  place  is  Caryl,  one  church 

*^w,  which  are  sttnated  in  the  mountains,  40,   50  or  60  miles  distant  from  the 

^^Ci^rcst  ministers.    Those   people   seek   help;    but   not   one   of   us   can   go   there, 

PercAance,  more  than  once  a  year.    They  dare  not  call  a  minister  from  Germany, 

^^^eauge  they  are  too  poor  to  support  him.    A  man  presents  himself,  not  without 

^i^'videntlal   guidance,    whom   the   Lord   has   made   willing   to   minister   to   those 

Peoi>Je.    With  all  diigence,  he  is  bent  on  knowing  the  truth  and  presenting  it  to 

^A«    people.     Besides  he  makes  no  objection  to  the  poverty  of  his  hearers.    Three 

^   four  years  after  the  church  was  organized,  they  appear  before  the  Coetus  ask- 

^S    It  to  examine  and  ordain  this  man  who  has  ministered  to  them  so  long.    The 

'^^^^^t-UB  takes  a  year  to  think  it  over;  to  investigate  the  character  and  conduct  of 

^^t.    man.     Again   they   appear   with   their   minister,    making   the   same   request. 

^'^^•t    Is  the  Coetus  to  do?    To  refuse  is  to  keep  the  church  unsettled;  to  send 

^^     Holland  is  impracticable,  owing  to  the  poverty  of  the  church,  the  minister's 

*****'ly.  and  the  necessity  of  leaving  the  church  for  nine  or  ten  months  without 

'^••^oiw  services.     We  leave  it  to  your  Revs,  gracious  judgment  what  is  best  to 

^^     ^iKler  such   circumstances. 

^^other  example  Is  to  be  added  here.    There  is  a  church  which  has  been  sorely 

l^^tle^  by  a  tramp,  (landlooper).    The  good  people  had  to  keep  themselves  back, 

*^^    tlie  others  came  to  see  the  fraud.    Those  people  come  and  desire  help  from  the 

^**^^« — they  want  a  regular  minister.    They  cannot  raise  more  than  30  pounds; 

^'^^     oomblnatlon   with    other    churches    Is    impossible,    because    the    church    lies 

^■t^«     out  of  the  way,   and  the  nearest  church  is  still  fascinated  by  the  tramp. 

^   <Minnot  call  a  minister  on  account  of  the  salary  that  is  required;  but  there  is 

'i^^xi  whom   God's  Spirit   has  converted  and   who  understands  theoretical  and 

J'^^tleal  theology,  and  the  rules  of  scriptural  Interpretation  very  well;  Is  In  life 

^T^     oonduct  well  fitted  to  edify  a  church,  and  has  for  two  years  lived  with  a 

^^J«t:er  so  as  to  be  the  better  fitted. 

^J^^t<l  church   hears   that    man,    notices   the   difference   between   an   honest   and 

^^V*" Instructed  minister  and  a  tramp,   and  wants  to  call  him.    He  is  willing  to 

^'^^^    to  their  rescue,  but  not  without  order  from  the  Coetus.    They  appear  before 

^^     Ooetus  with  the  request  that  it  examine  and  ordain  this  man.    To  Holland 

^K^n  cannot  be  sent.    The  candidate  dares  not  cross  the  sea.    The  church  also 

^<^t  wait  the  length  of  time  that  would  take,  on  account  of  the  tramp,  who 

^l^^-^^s  in  the  neighborhood,  and  still  seeks  and  has  a  following  in  that  church. 

t(^^^^      would  surely    cause    fresh    confusion    and    division.    We    know    the    man 

I^     ^^^^tely,  as  being  well  qualified,  and  have  the  surest  hope  of  help  from  him. 

*^^i8  case,  what  should  the  Coetus  undertake  to  do? 


things  are  not  imaginary;  they  are  the  truth  and  nothing  but  the  truth. 
t^^''^^'^*^  cases  are  before  us.  Our  aim  Is  by  no  means  to  Ignore  the  Rev.  Fathers, 
it  ourselves  loose,  to  exalt  ourselves.  Oh  no!  We  are  satisfied  with  the  state 
.re  in.  But  to  have  the  hands  tied  altogether,  is  too  hard,  while  yet  we 
labor  faithfully  for  the  Lord.  We  want  nothing  to  elevate  ourselves  In 
^^rity,  but  only  what  can  be  of  service  to  our  Lord  and  to  His  Kingdom.  CAll 
^.^  ^  thoughts  are  banished  from  our  minds.  We  do  but  wish  that  New  York, 
•^w  ^^^sylvanla,  Maryland  and  Virginia  were  as  well  known  to  the  Rev.  Fathers  as 
are  to  us.  There  would  be  no  difference  at  all  then  in  our  correspondence, 
oor  sincere  desires  would  be  fulfilled.  Therefore,  the  care,  the  love,  the  seal 
the  beneficence  of  the  Synods  and  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  lead  us  also 
^ope  for  a  good  result  and  a  right  answer  for  our  churches. 
•  » 

^   ^ev.   (Jonathan)  du  Bols  Is  still  located  at  North  and  South  Hampton.    Owing 
^  the  poor  delivery,  the  report  of  his  church  had  not  come  into  the  Coetus. 

Art.  6.  The  Coetus  of  Pennsylvania  Is  to  be  written  to,  to  the  effect  that  deep 

^^>leasare  was  caused  to  us,  not  by  certain  phraseology,  but  by  the  entire  de- 

^lopment  of  matters.    We  cannot  judge  of  the  heart,  but  of  words  and  tokens, 

%Bd  we  wish  that  the  disposition,  now  professed,  may  abide  in  future.    As  to  the 

fcqaest  of  the  Coetus  for  permission  to  qualify  for  the  ministry  those  two  men  in 
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the  two  charches,  the  circumstances  of  which  are  related,  the  Depntles,  toget 
with  the  Commissioners  of  Amsterdam  are  of  opinion  that  the  Coetns  might 
permitted  to  do  so,  in  the  name  of  both  Synods  and  the  Classls  of  Amste 
In  simiiar  cases,  the  Coetus  must  first  ask  permission  of  the  Christian  Sjnod, 
that,  finding  the  cases  as  stated,   the  Synod  may  grant  the  permission.    At 
same  time  the  Rey.  Coetus  ought  to  be  reminded,  that  those  times  of  ReT.  8ch 
ter,  when  there  were  but  two  or  three  ministers  in  Pennsylyanla,  are  no  rule 
the  present  time,  in  which  there  is  a  large  number  of  ministers  in  PennsyiTt 
Then,  too,  Rey.  Schlatter  did  everything  in  the  name  of  both  Synods. 

Ou  the  three  points  which  required  their  special  attention,  the  Committee 
this  matter  decided,  salvo  mellorl  judiclo, 

1.  That  the  ministers  might  be  authorized  to  qualify  in  dne  form  those  two 
sons  described  by  them  for  the  sacred  ministry,  without  its  serving  as  a  precede 
it  being  understood  that  hereafter  permission  to  do  so  is  always  to  be  asked  foi 


Article  45. — New  York  ai^d  Kew  Jersbt. 

Their  Hon.  Mightinesses  have  no  remarks. 
The  Corresponding  Delegates  have  nothing  in  their  Acts. 
The  Deputies   and   the  Classes  are   waiting  for  information  from   Amstei 
and  recommend  this  matter  to  the  Deputies. 


King's  Order  ix  Council  Dismissing  the  Petition  of 
Presbyterian  Church  for  a  Charter.     (Seb  March 
1767.) 

At  the  Conrt  at  St  James's  The 
(Seal)  twenty  sixth  day  of  August,  17 

Present 

The  King's  most  Excellent  Majesty 

Arch  Bishop  of  Canterbury  Viscount  Falmouth 

Lord  President  Viscount  Barrington 

Duke  of  Grafton  Lord  Le  Despencer 

Earl  of  Shelbume  Mr.  Secretary  Conway 

Viscount  Townsend. 

Whereas  there  was  this  day  read  at  the  Board  a  Report  from  the  Right  Ho^ 
able  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Council  for  Plantation  affairs,  dated  the 
of  this  Instant,  in  the  Words  following  viz. 

"Your  Majesty  having  been  pleased  by  your  Order  In  Council  of  the  28th 
1766,  to  direct  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations,  to 
and  Report  their  Opinion  to  this  Committee,  upon  a  petition  of  the  present  W 
ters.   Elders,   Deacons   and   Trustees   of  the   Presbyterian    Church   of  New  T'' 
humbly  praying,   for  the  reasons  therein  contained,  that  your  Majesty  woulc^ 
graciously  pleased  to  create  them  a  Body  Politick  and  Corporate,  br  the  name    ^ 
stile  of  the  Minister,  Elders,  Deacons  and  Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  Churc>^ 
the  City  of  New  York,  according  to  the  Westminister  Confession  of  Faith,  C^ 
chlsms  and  Directory,  agreeab^  to  the  present  Church  of  Scotland,  and  that  ttM^J' 
and  their  successors  may  be  thereby  enabled  under  the  great  seal  of  the  Provlx**^' 
to  hold  and  enjoy  the  said  Church  and  Ground  belonging  to  the  same,  and   ^^ 
acquire  and  hold  a  further  Instate  and  enjoy  such  other  Powers  and  PrivlJ^^*^ 
as  may  be  necessary  for  the  encouragement  of  Religious  Worship;  and  that  J^^ 
Majesty  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  grant  them  such  other  Aid,  Protection  ifl<i 
Oontenance,  as  to  your  Royal  Wisdom  should  seem  meet:— 


OF  THE  State  of  New  York.  4099 


W  And  the  said  Lords  Commissioners  havlDg,  In  obedience  to  your  Majesty's  said 

P  Order  of  Reference,  reported  to  this  Ck>mmittee,  that  it  appearing,  as  well  upon  the 

f  /aee    of  the  said  Petition  itself,  as  from  other  papers  in  possession  of  that  Board, 

tiMHt    inany  Proceedings  had  been  had  before  the  Conncil  of  New  York,  touching  an 

application  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  there,   for  a  Charter  of  Incorporation,  it 

^As   thought  adylsable  to  transmit  a  Copy  of  the  said  Petition  to  the  Governor  there, 

^Itla     Directions  to  Communicate  the  same  to  the  Council  for  their  Advice  and  Infor- 

"^atlon  thereupon,  and  to  report  In  the  fullest  manner,  the  present  State  and  con- 

^'tloKi   of   this    Protestant    Establishment,   and    also    all    the   proceedings    upon    a 

^^f  *^lon  to  the  same  Effect  presented  to  them  during  the  administration  of  Lieu- 

*^''*fc»:fct  Governor  Golden,  and  the  Reasons  why  such  application  did  not  succeed  at 

tti«^t       time. 

T*^3i.at  in  Return  to  this  Reference  to  the  Governor  of  New  York  he  had  latc^Iy 

""^•^  emitted  to  the  said  Lords  Commissioners  a  report  made  to  him  thereupon  by  a 

^-^»*^  saittre  of  your  Majesty's  Council  there,  wherein  is  set  forth  not  only  a  true 

*^^<">^^»nt  of  the  Proceedings  and  Precedents  to  which  the  Petition  to  your  Majesty 

'^^^^"«~8,  but  a  doubt  is  likewise  stated  of  great  weight  and  importance  in  this  ques- 

**^*^        vis..  Whether  your  Majesty  consistent  with  the  Obligation  you  are  under  by 

^^  *-*"»*   Coronation  Oath,   founded   on   the  Act  of  the  5th  of  Queene  Anne  Cap  5, 

'^^•>*.Tilcd  'An  Act  for  securing  the  Church  of  England  as  by  Law  established/  can 

te  such  an   ESstabllshment  in  favour  of  the   Presbyterian   Church  as  Is  now 

«8ted?    Which  question  the  said   Lord  Commissioners  conceive  to  be  of  too 

t  Importance  for  them  to  decide  upon,  but  upon  the  fullest  consideration  of 

^  Is  stated  in  the  Report  of  the  Council  of  New  York,  they  are  of  Opinion,  that 

^pendent  of  the  objection  arising  out  of  this  question,  it  is  not  expedient  upon 

^^^        — Lciples  of  General  Policy  to  comply  with  the  Prayer  of  this  Petition,  or  to  give 

^^^^       Presbyterian  Church  of  New  York,  any  other  Privileges  and  Immunities  than 

m  entitled  to  by  the  Laws  of  Toleration—The  Lords  of  the  Committee  having 

urely  considered  the  whole  of  this  matter,  do  agree  in  Opinion  with  the  said 

Commissioners,  and  therefore  humbly  Report  to  your  Majesty  that  the  said 

don  ought  to  be  dismissed.'* 

lis  Majesty  taking  the  said  Report  Into  Consideration,   was  pleased  with  the 

ice  of  his  Privy  Council  to  approve   thereof,  and   to  Order,   as  It  is   hereby 

ered,  that  the  said  Petition  of  the  Ministers,  Elders,  Deacons  and  Trustees  of 

Presbyterian  Church  of  New  York,  be  dismissed  this  Board— whereof  the  Gov- 

Dr,  or  Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Majesty's  Province  of  New  York,  for  the  time 

and  all  others  whom  it  may  concern,  are  to  take  Notice,  and  govern  them- 

"^es  accordingly. 

W.  Blair. 

—Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  Vol.  111.  pp.  306,  307. 

Church  of  New  York. 
^vemor  requires  an  Answer  to  Complaint  of  the  "  Dutch  Party." 

New  York,  September  4th,  1767. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

^       The  President  communicated  a  paper  from  the  Governor  and  Council  command- 
^g  the  Consistory  to  deliver  to  them  on  the  23rd  of  this  month  an  answer  to  the 
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mplalnt  lodged  against  them   by   Abel   Hardenbrock,   Jakobus    Stoutenberg  and 
nybert  van  Wagenen.     The  Consistory  resolved  to  take  the  matter  into  considera- 
tion, and  further,  to  support  one  another  herein  on  the  coming  Thursday  at  4  P.  M. 

Signed, 

Lamb^rtus  de  Ronde,  p.  t.  President. 

New  York,  September  10th,  1767. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

The  resolution  of  Sept.  4,  being  taken  up,  it  was  Resolved  to  prepare  a  draught 
la  which  the  Consistory  shall  state  In  proper  terms  that  their  proceedings  have  not 
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been  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Petitioners,  but  to  the  best  Interest  of  our  Church. 
Th.  Van  Wyck,  Isaac  Roosevelt  and  Adrian  Banclcer  are  a  committee  to  make  this 
draft,  which  they  shall  report  to  the  consistory  at  the  first  opportunity,  for  their 
approbation. 

Si^ed  etc. 

J.  Ritzema,  p.  t.  President. 

Acts  of  the  Olassis  of  Amsterdam. 

Letteks. 

1767,  Sept.  7th.  Art.  9.  The  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  read 
to  the  meeting: 

A  reply  to  a  letter  from  Poughkeef)sie,  dated  December  22, 
1766 ;  to  the  Convention  at  Kingston,  dated  February  5,  1767  ;  to 
the  Consistory  of  New  York,  dated  February  18,  1767.  All  of 
which  are  approved  for  forwarding,     xiv.  131. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Consistory  of  Cubacoa, 
Sept.  1767.     Vol.  31,  Page  289.     No.  175. 

Very  Re?.  Sirs  and  Brettiren,  Members  of  ttie  Rev.  Consistory  of  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  on  Caracoa. 

We  iiave  the  honor  of  commnnicating  to  your  Reys.,  that  for  filling  the  mlnli- 
teriai  vacancy  in  your  church,  we  have  by  the  far-sightedness  of  their  Hononbles, 
the  Representative  and  the  Directors  of  the  West  India  Company,  according  to 
Church  Order,  called,  confirmed  and  inducted  into  his  ministry  the  Very  ReT.,  very 
learned  and  godly  gentleman,  Abraham  Wyngers,  one  time  minister  at  Isendyke, 
under  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Walcheren. 

His  Rev.  is  already  gone  from  here,  and  we  hope  that  by  the  time  this  letter 
reaches  you  he  may,  by  the  good  guidance  and  protection  of  the  Almighty,  bare 
already  come  to  your  Revs.  The  Lord  grant  that  he  may  come  to  yon  In  the  full- 
ness of  the  blessing  of  the  Gospel;  and  that  in  the  church,  entrusted  to  him,  he 
may  fulfill  his  ministry  in  all  sincerity,  cordiality  and  faithfulness. 

Meanwhile  we  must  say  with  regret  and  deep  feeling,  that  It  has  been  reported 
to  us  that  there  are  offenses  in  your  midst,  and  particularly  touching  the  character 
and   conduct   of   Rev.   Kuypers.     We   are   obliged,   and   have   also   been   speciaJlf 
requested  and  charged  by  their  Honorables.  the  Representative  and   the  Messrs. 
Directore,   to   investigate  the  matter  most  carefully.     Your  Revs,   are,   therefbr^^ 
hereby  requested  and  charged  to  send  us,  with  the  earliest  opportunity,  a  perfecw> 
sincere  and  faithful  report,  both  in  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  churches  in  frei^. 
eral,  and  as  to  whether  in  them  are  any  irregularities  or  offenses;  and  parUcula^V^ 
also  concerning  Rev.  Kuypers:  in  order  that  we  may  know  what,  according  to  y  ^ii^ut 
veracious  report,  we  are  to  believe  in  regard  to  the  matter,  and  what  action  to  t^^tke 
thereon.     We  must  say  also,  that  we  are  commissioned  to  report  on  it  to  the  ^K.  ou. 
Messrs.  Directors. 

Whatever  the  offenses  that  are  among  you  In  the  Church  may  be,  they  caos^— >  m 
deep  sorrow  and  heartfelt  regret.  May  the  Lord  bless  your  and  our  efforts  to  11  ^BtTt 
them  removed.  Woe  to  him  by  whom  they  may  have  come!  The  Lord  bless  f^* 
ministry  of  the  Gospel  in  your  church  and  make  it  fruitful:  that  many  may  be  tr*  ^"s- 
verted  and  brought  in!  May  He  set  your  Revs,  against  the  manifold  temptatL  ^'-^f 
and  offenses,  steadfast  immovable  and  always  abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lo' 
This  is  the  heartfelt  wish. 

Very  Rev.  Sirs  and  Brethren,  of  your  Revs,  well-wishing  servants, 

Adrianus  Becol,  V.  D.  M.  Amst.  Dep.  ad  res  exteras.  h.  t.  Praeses. 
Wilhelmus  Koolhaas,  V.  D.  M.  Amst.  Dep.  ad  res  exteras,  h.  t.  Scribs. 
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Acts  of  the  (Confereintib,  or)  Rev.  Assembly  of  Ministers 
AND  Elders,  Under  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Held 
IN  New  York,  October  6th  and  Tth,  1767. 

Tuesdav,  October  6 — Forenoon. 

1.  Jfem6er«.~OpeDed  with  prayer  by  Dom.  Ritsema. 

Members  Present. 
Dom   Rltxema 
'*      De  RoBdc 

**      Fry^imoet,  with  his  Elder,  John  Maul. 

**      Van  Der  Linde,  with  his  Elder,  John  Sabrlske. 

Kern,  with  his  Eider,  Michael  Hoffman. 

Rubel,  with  his  Elder,  Dlrck  Remsen. 

'*      Kock,  with  his  Elder,  Herman  Best. 

"      Rysdyk,  with  his  Elder,  Peter  Outwater. 

2.  O/^oertf.— Dom.  Ritzema  was  chosen  President,  and  Dom.  De  Ronde,  Clerk. 

3.  CommimlcaHon«.— The  Acts  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  for  1766,  with  an 
accompanying  letter  from  the  Rev.  Classis,  dated  April  6,  1767,  were  read  before 
the  Assembly. 

4.  JSToepffiber^.— Dom.  Eggo  Tonkens  Van  Hoeycnberg  appeared  in  the  Assembly, 
desiring,  first,  that  they  would  see  that  the  promise  of  supporting  htm.  made  by  the 
Consistory  iA.  (Rhinebeck)  Flats  in  the  presence  of  the  neighboring  ministers, 
Pryenmoet,  Kock,  and  Meyer,  was  fulfilled;  and  secondly,  that  he  might  be  fur- 
nished with  an  extract  of  the  Classical  Letter  of  1765,  so  far  as  it  concerned  him. 
In  making  these  requests,  he  ran  on  in  a  scornful  and  malignant  way,  without  any 
regard  to  the  Assembly;  but,  knowing  his  unhappy  temperament,  they  gare  him  the 
desired  extract.  As  to  the  first  point,  however,  being  convinced  that  the  Consis- 
tory would  have  fulfilled  their  promise,  had  he  behaved  properly,  which  he  was  so 
far  from  doing,  that  he  had  once  been  imprisoned  by  the  magistrate,  the  Assembly 
did  not  feel  l>ound  to  trouble  itself  further  with  such  a  man. 

Separated  with  thanksgiving  to  God. 

Afternoon  Session. 

Again  opened   with  prayer  by  the  President. 

The  answer  of  those  who  call  themselves  the  Coetus  to  the  proposal  made  to 
them  according  to  the  resolution  of  our  last  meeting,  was  read.  This  in  no  degree 
corresponded  with  the  proposal,  but  rather  showed  a  disinclination  to  peace,  since 
thej  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  any  subordination  to  the  Rev.  Classis.  Hence 
OQr  Assembly  saw  all  their  endeavors  after  union  again  made  fruitless,  and  were 
compelled  to  remain  apart,  with  the  purpose  to  have  no  more  negotiations  with 
tbem  until  they  answer  our  proposal. 

Separated  with  thanksgiving. 

Wednesday,  October  7,  17G7 — Forenoon. 

Opened  with  prayer. 

1.  Xorih  Branch.— Two  elders  from  North  Branch  roqnosting  a  minister  for  their 
Congregation,  the  Assembly  authorized  the  candidate.  Leydekker,  to  preach  provi- 
sionally among  them  now  and  then,  the  Assembly  undertaking,  meanwhile,  to  make 
^lielr  condition  known  to  the  Rev.  Classis,  and  to  urge  forward  the  call  now  lying 
••cady. 

2.  Tappan.—A  deputation  from  Tappan  earnestly  besought  the  Assembly  to  come 
Xo  their  help  in  their  sad  condition,  and  provided  thrni  with  a  Consistory,  so  that 
they   could  call  a  minister.     The  Assembly,  after  mature  deliberation,  deemed  it 
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best  (although  Dom.  Verbryck  had  refused  to  appear  before  the  last  commlti 
appointed  by  this  body  to  Inquire  Into  the  sad  division)  to  Institute  a  new  co>^:^d- 
mlttee.  viz.,  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Rubel  and  Blauw;  the  latter  assuming  this  duty  u 
neighboring  minister,  once  more  to  do  their  utmost  to  bring  together  the  dirii^  ^ 
congregation.  They  are  to  Inquire  into  matters,  and.  if  possible,  to  prevent  Wz,  ltd 
choosing  of  a*  Consistory;  but,  in  case  Dom.  Verbryck  and  his  friends  refuse  to 
appear  or  to  listen  to  their  counsel,  then  they  are  to  proceed  in  the  use  of  all  bok^eIi 
means  as  are  consistent  with  the  Church  Order,  and  to  appoint  a  Consistory. 

Afternoon  Session. 

The  Assembly  having  begun  with  prayer,  proceeded  to  the  preparation  of  a  let"*:-**" 
to  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam.  This  having  been  read  and  approved.  ^^*i» 
ordered  to  be  sent  by  the  first  opportunity.  And  then  the  Assembly  separated  *«* 
love  and  peace. 

(Signed,) 

J.   Ritzema,   President — 
L.    De   Ronde,    Clerk. 
[This  was  the  last  formal  meeting  of  the  CJonferentie]. 

The  Conferentie  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Oct. 
17G7.     Vol.  33,  Pages  124-6.     Xo.  399. 

Rev.  Sirs,  etc. : — 

The  Assembly   of  Ministers  and    Elders,   under   the   Rev.   Classls  of   Amsterdi 
met   in    New   York,   October   6th    and   7th,    1767,    received   from    Dom.    Rysdyk 
Acts  of  the  Synod  of  North   Holland  of  the  year  1766,  together  with  an 
panying  letter  from  the  Rev.  Classls  of  April  6th,  1767,  for  which  we  render 
hearty  thanks,  and  recommend  ourselves  further  to  your  fraternal  affection. 

As  for  ourselves,  we  have  reason,  in  the  first  place,  to  take  blame  for  not  hav^ 
in  the  proper  manner  made  report  to  you  of  our  doings.     Yet  we  must  say,  on 
other  hand,  that  this  has  not  been  owing  to  neglect,  but  to  a  negotiation  with  b< 
of  the  Coetus  brethren,  the  issue  of  which  we  greatly  desired  to  see.     This  we 
one  time  expected  to  yield  a  good  result,  but  now  It  has  all  at  once  blown  awar^_^ 

Of  this  we  are  bound  to  give  you  further  information.     On  the  Cth  of  lact 
we  held  an  Assembly  of  Ministers  and   Elders  in   New  York,  at  which  we  de 
mined  to  send  the  following  articles  to  the  Coetus,  that  a  union  might  be  fo 
upon    them.     (See    the   foregoing   minutes.)     To   these    we    received   the   follow 
reply.     (See  the  original  message  among  the  papers.)     This  reply  we  commend 
the  judgement  of  the  Rev.  Classis.     It  is  considered  by  us  to  have  no  other 
than   to  set  going  a  new  cause  of  strife,  without  any,  even  the  least,  fruit; 
we  have  heard  nothing  further  from  them. 

As  to  the  last  letter  sent  us  by  you,  we  must  say  that  it  seems  strange  that^ 
makes  not  the  least  mention  of  the  calls  which  we  sent  over  to  you,  and  wh 
we  conclude  are  now  in  your  hands,  and  yet  the  congregations  are  pining  to 
their  teachers. 

If  we  are  to  conclude  that  the  condition  of  the  Kingston  congregation  made 
keep  silent  about  sending  a  minister  there,  because  the  place  is  not  actually  vaca 
this  reason  will  not  apply  to  North  Branch,  where  the  people  had  In  the  first  pi 
called  Dom.  Fryenmoet,  and  had  taken  no  part  In  the  calling  of  Hardenberg.     N 
to  constrain  this  people  either  to  be   without  Gospel  ordinances,  or  else  to  cor 
under   Hardenberg,   who  is  a   Coetus  man,   while  thpy  are  for  subordination ;  h 
can   that   consist   with    the   welfare  of  onr   rimrch?     The    (Rhinebeck)    Flats 
Red  Hook  are  entirely  released  from  Hoevpiiborjr ;  Indeed,  the  latter  has  never 
anything  to  do  with  him,  except  that  he  has  once  preached  there.     If  our  churc 
are  to  be  upheld,  we  must  have  suitable  ministers  from  the  fatherland:  and  b^ 
we  appeal  to  the  Judgement  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  In  the  Pennsylvac::^-^ 
case  of  the  year  1766.  now  lying  before  us.     As  to  the  congregation  of  Kingstc^^^^ 
the  state  of  things  is  such,  that  although   D^m.  Meyer  is  not   removed,  yet  it 
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tmpoasible  that  he  can  remain  there;  he  will  be  excluded  from  the  serytce  of  that 
^^ngregtition  to  long  as  he  refuses  to  be  subordinate.  We  are  also  assured  that 
be  baa  recelred  a  call  elsewhere,  which  raises  the  difficulty,  how  a  minister  under 
^•naiire  can  receive  clean  papers. 

For   the  accompanying  minutes'  you  will  be  able  to  see  who  have  met  with  us, 

continuing  faithful,  notwithstanding  manifold  opposition  in  their  adherence  to  the 

chorclies  of  the  fatherland.     Satisfied  ourselves  with  the  plan  of  getting  a  pro- 

^^99or     (of  theology)    In  our  academy,   [Kings  College],  we  perceive,   nevertheless, 

^t    tJkiere  is  anottier  scheme  laid,  in  regard  to  a  new  academy  to  be  erected  in 

^^^   ^«rsey,  [Queens  College]  by  which  a  student  is  to  be  sent  hence  to  the  Unl- 

^erslty   of  Utrecht,   where,   through  the  favor  of  a  certain  professor  of  theology, 

^^  •ome  others,  he  is  to  be  received  and  study  four  years,  and  then  come  baclj  as 

Pn>fe«wor  of  theology. 

^^1^  is  a  matter  which  we  must  commit  to  the  Rev.  Classls,  to  see  that  no 
tbeolo^^l  faculty  or  any  Classls  undertalces  the  management  of  the  New  Nether- 
lAnda  churches,  which  has  been  intrusted  by  so  many  decrees  of  Synods,  and  still 
**  ^^^••^ly,  to  the  care  of  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam. 

^^^'ti  will  observe  in  our  minutes,  that  in  the  matter  of  Tappan,  Dom.  Blauw, 
^^o  ^^vu  one  of  the  committee  as  neighboring  minister,  was  a  member  of  our  body, 
tltl&o-^^gli  without  a  Consistory.  He  has,  however,  been  called  by  the  congregations 
^  ^^mckensack  and  Schraalenberg,  and  as  such  has  connected  himself  with  us, 
^^^<^S  us  hopes  that  his  new  Consistory  and  congregation  will,  with  himself  Join 

*• *xa   our  next  meeting. 

Westerlo  and  Dom.  Boelen  still  remain  apart  with  their  congregations, 
latter  has  many  among  his  people  who  would  cordially  unite  with  us,  and  if 
xxilnlster  was  of  one  mind  with  them,  the  thing  could  easily  be  brought  about. 
^^  therefore  desire  that  your  Rev.  Body  would  take  the  trouble  to  stir  up  the 
^td  liters  with  their  congregations  to  this  end,  and  do  the  same  once  more  with 
'a^     churches  of  New  Jersey. 

[ai.Ting  nothing  more  to  add,  we  close  with  the  invocation  of  Heaven's  precious 
lings  upon  your  reverend  persons.  Assembly,  and  work,  and  with  the  highest 
M31  subscribe  ourselves, 

Rev.  Fathers  and  Associates, 

Signed,  in  the  name  of  our  Assembly, 

Johannes  Ritzema,  President 
Lambertus  De  Ronde,  Clerk. 
Tork,  October  7,  1767. 

Church  of  New  York. 

New  York,  Oct.  15th,  1767. 
^^«>«latory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

AXter  the  usual  choice  of  a  Consistory  in  place  of  the  outgoing  members,  It  was 
*5**'>«ht  proper  to  take  a  note  of  hand  from  Jno.  Montagne,  Jr.,  In  full  payment 
^  ^«  arrears  of  his  father,  (according  to  a  stricter  examination  of  his  accounts), 
»?'  ^e  sum  of  forty  pounds;  and  the  President  will  give  a  receipt  to  the  said 
le. 
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^j^*^o    accounts  were  presented  from  the  Notaries  Public  for  their  assistance  at 
^  *  *'««tlon  of  Consistory  last  year,  amounting  together  to  £7:13.    This  the  Treas- 
^  ^^ms  ordered  to  pay. 

Signed  etc.. 

Arch.  Laidlie,  p.  t  President. 

* 

Church  of  New  York. 

y  to  the  Complaint  of  the  Dutch  Party.     Preface  to  Psalm 

Book. 

New  York.  Nov.  9th,  1767. 
^^Tislstory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

^-  A  request  was  made  again  by  the  Governor  and  Council  for  a  reply  to  the 
plthits  of  Mr.  Abel  Hardenbrock  and  others,  to  be  made  by  Nov.  11th.     Where- 
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upon  It  was  agreed  that  the  reply  already  prepared  for  the  23rd  of  Bcptc 
■hould  be  delivered  by  the  entire  Consistory. 

2.  The  title  page  and  a  short  Preface,  intended  for  the  Psalm  book,  Catecb^^E=ain 
and  Forms  were  exhibited,  and  it  was  agreed  to  have  them  printed. 

3.  Further,  Resolyed,  That  the  roof  of  the  New  Church  sliali  be  so  made 
it  will  bear  to  be  laid  with  tiles,  if  the  law  should  require  us  so  to  lay  it 

Signed, 

Arch.  Laidlle,  p.  t.  Preildai 

Dutch  Church  of  New  York. 

Answer,  Nov.  11,  1767,  to  the  Remonstrance  of  July  6,  1767 -- 

See  also  Sept.  4,  10;  Nov.  9. 

To  his  ESxcellency  Sir  Henry  Moore,  Baronet  Captain  General  and  GoTenioi 
Chief  in  and  over  the  Province  of  New  York  and  the  Territories  depending  th< 
in  America,  Chancellor  and  Vice  Admiral  of  the  same  and  to  the  honourable 
Majesty's  Council  of  the  same  Province. 

In  Conformity  to  your  Excellency's  Recommendation  with  the  Advice  of  CouKBCil* 
of  the  first  day  of  August  last,  to  lay  before  the  honorable  Board  our  Answer,  to 
Representation  of  Messrs.  Abel  Hardenbroek,  Jacobus  Stoutenburgh  and  Hubert 
Wagenen,  who  are  therein  said  to  be  appointed  to  act  for  themselves,  and 
other  members  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  of  the  City  of  New 
complaining  of  divers  Grievances  and  praying  Relief  etc. :     We  beg  Leave,  in  oi 
to  give  Your  Excellency  and  the  honourable  Board,  a  clear  Idea  of  the  unhmpX*' 
dispute,  which   has  for  some  time  past  subsisted  in  our  Congregation,  briefly       '^^ 
relate  the  Facts  respecting  the  Call  of  a  Minister  to  preach  in  English,  in  one  of   o'^"' 
Churches,  which  has  been  made  the  Pretence  of  all  the  Uneasiness. 

But  before  we  proceed.  It  may  be  necessary  to  premise,  that  the  Consistory  of  o't^f 
Church,  consisting  of  Ministers,  Elders  and  Deacons,  have  from  the  time  tlB-^**' 
Charter  was  granted  by  King  William  the  Third,  which  was  in  the  year  1696  vv^t.**^' 
out  any  interruption,  on  a  certain  Day  mentioned  for  that  Purpose  in  the  Chm^*^^* 
annually  elected  their  Successors,  [see  Vol.  2,  pp.  1149,  1150,  of  these  Ecce.  RecoK"^*^^ 
and  that  the  Consistory  so  chosen,  as  aforesaid,  with  their  Ministers  have  unio'K^^ 
ruptedly  been  the  sole  Directors  and  Governors  of  the  said  Church — ^That  no 
of  the  said  Church,  other  than  the  Consistory  did  ever  vote  for  any  Church  oi 
nor  was  the  exclusive  Authority  of  the  Consistory  ever  called  in  Question,  until 
late  Dispute  which  first  began  in  1702.  To  proceed — the  Want  of  an  Bngllsta 
Ister  had  for  many  years  been  very  apparent.  Great  numbers  of  our  Congrega^*** 
had  actually  left,  and  many  more  declared  they  must  leave  our  Church,  and  thaC  ^ 
the  sole  reason,  of  their  not  understanding  the  Dutch  Language,  which  has  of  1' 
in  a  great  measure  gone  into  disuse  In  this  City,  and  will  probably  in  a  few 
become  obsolete — Our  present  Ministers  were  convinced  of  the  necessity  of 
measure,  and  Mr.  De  Ronde,  so  far  from  disliking  it,  that  he  was  much  IncI^- 
to  preach  English  himself,  and  had  the  Consistory  been  of  opinion,  that  be 
sufficiently  skilled  In  the  Language  for  a  Preacher,  it  is  probable  he  would  have 
directed  to  preach  in  English. 

In  the  year  1762  a  Petition  signed  by  two  hundred  and  sixty  five  Persons  belomJ 
to  the  Congregation,  whereof  one  hundred  and  twenty  three  were  members  in 
munlon,  being  mostly  Heads  of  Families,  was  presented  to  the  Consistory  by  ^ 
of  the  most  respectable  Members  of  the  Church,  praying  the  Consistory  to  «*^  * 


Minister  to  preach  In  E)Dgllsh  In  exact  conformity  to  the  Doctrine  of  the  j^ —  ^1«' 
Churches  In  Holland,  and  to  the  same  Rules  with  Respect  to  Discipline ;  the  Co^*  ^^ 
tory  were  of  opinion,  that  the  Prayer  of  the  Petition  ought  to  be  granted,  ba  '•^  ^^t 
the  calling  a  Minister,  was  always  In  our  Congregation  deemed  a  Matter  of  C5^  ^  ,^e 
moment,  the  ruling  Consistory  had  usually  made  it  a  practice  to  consult  wha*^  «^* 
call  the  Grand  Consistory,  which  Is  composed  of  all  those  who  have  at  any  '^^•^t 
before  been  Elders  or  Deacons  In  our  Church,  they  have  Indeed  no  Authority,  ^ 

their  opinion  Is  of  Weight,  and  what  Is  done  by  their  Advice  is  ever  deemec^^ 
having  had  the  most  mature  Deliberation;  this  Body  met,  approved  of.  and  ad^"  *' 
the  Calling  of  an  English  Minister  with  only  five  dissenting  voices — The  roW  o^ 
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-&A011  to  the  Calling  of  an  Bngllsh  Minister  that  then  remained  was,  how  he  should 
■npported,  the  estates  and  Revenues  of  the  Church  being  bound  for  the  mainte- 
ice  of  the  Ministers  preaching  in  Dutch,  &  many  being  of  Opinion  that  it  would 
unjust  to  appropriate  any  Part  of  the  Revenue  to  the  Support  of  an  English 
tinlster,  the  Consistory  then  resolved  on  such  Call,  provided  the  Petitioners  could 
^*^lse  his  Maintenance  by  private  Subscription,  and  that  the  Minister  so  to  be  called, 
^SiOQld  not  have  any  other  Security  for  his  Salary  than  the  said  Subscription  List — 
.^^  BUbscriptlon  was  accordingly  set  on  Foot,  and  subscribed  by  two  hundred  and 
^^rty  Persons,  whereof  one  hundred  &  thirty  were  Male  Members  In  Communion — The 
^^um  subscribed  amonnted  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  five  Pounds  per  Annum  more, 
'S:^aii  was  wanted  to  pay  the  Salary  intended  for  the  English  Minister. 

Having  proceeded  thus  far,  the  Consistory  thought  it  further  prudent  to  apply 
^o  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam ;  who,  although  they  have  no  Ecclesiastical  Jurisdiction 
S-A  His  Majesty's  Dominions,  yet,  as  our  Church  was  first  erected  under  their  Juris- 
diction, it  has  been  made  a  practice  to  take  their  Opinion  and  Advice  upon  disputed 
tf^tters,  which  has  been  generally  esteemed  decisive,  though  by  no  means  compul- 
sory.   The  Consistory  explained  to  them  their  design  of  calling  an  English  Minister 
mad  upon  what  Motives.     Mr.  Hardenbrook  &  his  Party  who  were  then  pretty  con- 
siderable for  numbers,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  Eighty  three  men  with  the  addition 
0/  their  Wives  and  Daughters,  protested  against  the  Proceedings  of  the  Consistory, 
^liere  It  is  to  be  observed  that  the  Protest  was  wrote  by  Mr.  Stoutenburgh  and  all 
the  Names  subscribed  in  his  own  hand  writing  and  some  of  the  same  Persons  twice 
mentioned,   it  never  appeared  to  the  Consistory,  that  Mr.   Stoutenburgh  had  any 
Directions  from  the  People,  whose  names  he  put  down  &  some  of  them  denied  that 
^^jr  ever  had  given  him  any)  ;  and  complained  to  the  Classis  aforesaid,  setting  forth 
Uieir  Objections   in   the   fullest   manner,    the   Classis   after   mature   Consideration 
'i>I>''oved  of  the  Measure  of  Calling  an  English  Minister,  and  highly  commended  the 
^**«l«tory  for  their  prudence,  In  taking  so  proper  a  step  for  the  Preservation  of 
^^     Clinrch,  and  at  the  same  time  wrote  Mr.  Hardenbrook,  Mr.  Stoutenbnrgh  and 
^^^rs,  that  their  Objections  were  ill  founded,  and  recommended  to  them  brotherly 
^^^^^   And  a  due  Submission  to  the  Consistory ;  this  Letter,  the  Persons  to  whom  it 
*^*"™    ^trected,  to  the  Number  of  thirteen,  thought  it  most  for  their  purpose  to  keep 
■•^■"•^ — they  had  not  Candour  enough  to  communicate  it  to  the  Party  in  General ; 
^   ^Sis  Excellency  &  the  honourable  Board  would  be  pleased  to  peruse  it,  the  opinion 
^    '^tie  Classis  will  therein  fully  appear  to  have  been,  that  the  Party  is  as  ignorant 
f"    ^*>«tlnate,  the  last  of  which  is  usually  the  Consequence  of  the  first ;  Mr.  Stouten- 

'"•"  <^«n  donbtless  produce  the  Letter  if  he  sees  fit. 
^^^t  '^raa  not  'till  after  all  these  Precautions,  that  an  English  Minister  was  called — 
^^®  call  was  sent  to  Holland  for  Mr.  Laldlle,  in  Consequence  of  which,  he  was 
^imia.r)y  qualified  for  our  Church,  by  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  and  came  over — 
.  **^ary  depended  upon  the  Subscription  List  only,  and  what  the  Effects  have  been 
Abiixi^^Ql^ly  evident,  from  the  numbers  of  our  Congregation  who  attend  his  preach- 
^'    '^^^   verily  believe  they  are  three  times  as  many,  as  attend  the  Dutch  Service, 

Z:^    fully  evinces  the  Prudence  of  the  Measure. 

.    .  '     ^Uia  could  not  satisfy  Mr.  Hardenbrook  &  his  Party,  who  insisted,  that  they 

^.    ^    ^i^ht  to  vote  in  the  Election  of  Church  officers,  which  was  refused  them ;  for 

x^    ^*f  usal,  they  commenced  a  suit  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  Colony,  against 

^.  ^^    of  the  Consistory,  Insisting  that  on  a  legal  Construction  of  the  Charter,  not 

vole*^^*  Consistory,  but  the  Members  of  the  Church,  were  intltled  to  give  their 

Com^*    ^t  such  Election :  this  Point,  was  on  a  Special  Verdict,  solemnly  argued  by 

aJ^I^^I,   and  after  mature  Consideration,  adjudged  against  them  by   Court.     [Sec 

\^^.    1765.] 

jj^  ^     tills   suit,  we  wen;  put   to  very  considerable   Expcncc,   and   we  arc  credibly 

^^^***^«d,  that  they  also  feed  Counsel  In  England  for  advice,  who  gave  their  opinions 

y^  ^^^t  their  Pretensions ;  whether  this  be  true  or  not,  they  know  best,  and  after  all, 

l^^^^tus  they  cannot  rest  contented,  without  troubling  Your  Excellency,  and  the 

^^^>irable  Board,  with  fresh  Complaints.     We  must  beg  the  farther  Patience  of 

.  ^*^  Excellency  &  the  Honourable  Board,  while  we  make  a  few  observations  on  the 

\*^lea  of  Complaint  by  them  exhibited. 
•  J^«  to  the  first  Article  [July  6,  1767]  they  say,  that  the  Hist  Article  [see  Oct. 
^"^S,  1771]   of  the  Constitution  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch   Church   does 
^^  admit  of  two  languages  under  one  Consistory.     This  Is  a  wrong  Representation, 
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the  said  Article  was  framed  to  accommodate  the  French  Refugees,  who  fled  froi' 
France  to  Holland ;   who  not  understanding  the  Dutch   Language  were  thoref  o^ 
allowed  to  have  Consistories  and  Classes  of  their  own ;  not  because  it  was  unlawf 'ci^ 
but  because  they  understood  not  the  Dutch,  and  this  Article  respects  that  partiaxl.<r 
Case  only. 

Ilndly.  It  is  alledged,  that  the  86th  Article  of  the  said  Constitution  says  **  tl^it 
although  the  Benefit  of  the  Church  should  require  it,  no  alteration  therein  Bh<»iald 
be  made;"  This  is  against  common  sense; — the  Article  says  the  direct  centrsLKTi 
that  If  the  Interest  of  the  Church  should  require  it,  alterations  may  and  ooght  to 
be  made,  but  we  have  made  no  alterations  in  the  Constitution. 

Illrdly.  No  Minister  has  been  forced  into  the  Church  against  the  Will  of  tiie 
Congregation,  this  may  appear  fully  from  the  Subscription  List  for  Mr.  Laldlie'i 
Salary,  which  as  is  abovesaid,  is  subscribed  by  two  hundred  and  forty  Persons,  ose 
hundred  and  thirty  of  whom  were  Male  Communicants ;  and  here  we  cannot  ladp 
observing,  that  if  only  one  fourth  Part  of  the  Congregation,  not  understandlns 
Dutch,  had  desired  a  Minister  should  be  called  to  preach  in  English,  we  should  bm^v 
thought  it  our  Duty  to  grant  their  Request. 

IVth.  and  Vth.  The  Manor  of  Fordham  before  it  was  sold,  was  under  Mr.  A.!*^ 
Ilardenbrooks   management,   with   Respect   to   the   collecting  the   Rents,   what    1^ 
Emoluments  were,  he  knows  best ;  the  Church  received  little  better  than  one  hnv* 
dred  Pounds  per  annum  for  all  the  Rents;  it  was  therefore  sold,  the  greatest 
of  the  Money  is  invested  in  real  Securities ; — the  Remainder  Is  out  on  good 
Securities; — the  Income  now  is  more  than  five  hundred  pounds  per  Annum; 
Consistory  have  been  always  watchful  to  purchase  real  Estates,  and  have  bid   ^o' 
several,  but  could  not  purchase  any  as  yet,   at  what  they  conceived   the  Valis^* 
neither   the  Complainants,   nor  their   Party,   have  suffered   on   this  account.    :»-***• 
Income  of  the  Real  Estate  left  to  the  Church  by  Mr.  Harperding,  has  been  appl.^^ 
agreeable  to  the  Intention  of  the  Testator,  and  the  Revenues  of  that  Estate    ^ar* 
annually  increasing. 

The  VI th  Article  alledges,  that  catechising  in  the  Dutch  Language  was  forbid,      ^^ 
one  of  the  Elders,  as  also  by  Mr.  Laidlle ;  this  is  not  true,  and  if  it  was,  the  Q^^"**^' 
plalnants  must  know,  that  no  one  member  of  our  Consistory  has  a  right  to  for'V^^ 
any  Thing.     Mr.  Leydecker  never  was  appointed  by  the  Consistory  to  Catechise      ^ 
our  Congregation,  and  is  therefore,  not  qualified  ;  though  one  Adrian  Van  der 
was  so  appointed ;  but  on  finding  Him  a  man  of  a  very  immoral  Behaviour, 
forged  the  Hand  Writing  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  Ritzcma  and  others,  wrote  and 
scribed  Letters  directed  to  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  recommending  himself  a^^     * 
proper  Person  for  the  Ministry,  by  which  the  Reverend  Mr.  Rltsema  at  that  Tl  ^^  ¥ 


suffered  much  in  his  Character,  on  the  Discovery  of  this  Fact  the  Consistory  thon^^^    -^ 


proper  to  discharge  him  from  that  oflice,  and  immediately  appointed  another  in 
stead ;  since  which  he  has  been  upheld  and  supported  by  Mr.  Hardenbrook*s  PartT'— ' 

In  answer  to  the  Vllth  Article:   that  the  Dutch  School  Is  not  taken  care  of,     ^^ 
the  Ruin  of  the  Dutch  Education,  we  say,  that  we  have  at  present  and  for  tw^ 
years  last  past,  have  employed  Mr.  Whelp,  who  was  sent  for  to  Holland  as  a  Scfa 
Master  &  Ca tech  1st :  he  keeps  a  School  constantly  open  receives  pasrment  from  us 
teaching  the  poor  Children  of  the  Congregation  to  the  number  of  thirty,  which  n 
ber  never  was  compleated;  he  Is  a  porBon  very  well  qualified  to  catechise  & 
School,  and  we  pay  him  a  very  handsome  salary  for  his  service,  insomuch  that 
place  is  coveted  by  others.     It  has  been  insinuated  to  some  of  our  Congregation, 
If  Mr.  Van  der  Sman  could  be  restored  as  a  Catechist  and  Mr.  Stoutenburgh 
Mr.  Whelp's  Place,  all  would  be  welI,--The  first  cannot  be  done,  from  the  chara< 
above  given  ;  the  latter  cannot  in  Honor  be  agreed  to,  as  Mr.  Whelp  Is  beyond 
Comparison,  better  qualified,  and  was  encouraged  to  come  from  Holland  by  the  th- 
ruling  Consistory. 

To  the  Vlllth  Article  we  say,  that  as  It  was  thought  proper  to  call  an  Engib- 
Minister,  it  must  be  presumed,  that  he  was  to  preach  in  one  of  the  Churches;  C 
Consistory  thought  proper  that  English  should  be  preached,  only  once  every  Lo 
Day  in  the  usual  Time  of  Divine  Service  in  one  of  the  Churches,  and  directed  t 
to  be.  In  the  new  Church.     In  the  old  (^hurch  English  Is  not  preached  at  all, 
two  Dutch  Sermons  every  Sabbath,  and  one  Dutch  Sermon  in  the  New ;  so  that  th 
are  three  Dutch  Sermons  to  one  In  English,  on  the  usual  time  although  the  Engl 
Hearers  are  three  to  one  at  least. 
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• 

80  anreasonable  are  those  People,  that  not  even  this  will  satisfy ;  all  the  Seats 
tills  Party  can  pretend  to  have  any  right  to  in  the  New  Church  did  not  amount  to 
ten  Pews  (neither  Mr.  Van  Wagenen  nor  Mr.  Stoutenburgh  have  any  seats  there;) 
We  therefore  humbly  conceive  It  very  unreasonable;  that  they  should  attempt  to 
direct  the  Consistory  on  that  Pretence,  and  if  their  Party  chuse  to  take  back  their 
Purchase  money  (if  any  has  been  paid)  It  shall  be  returned  them  with  as  much 
more. 

The  Sacrament  of  the  Lord*8  Supper  Is  administered,  as  it  always  was  in  our 
Chnrch ;  in  the  Forenoon  Mr.  Laidlie  preaches  in  the  New  Church ; — many  more 
ComoiuQlcants  attend  that  divine  Ordinance  under  his  Administration,  as  he  preaches 
^glisfa,  than  under  Dutch  preaching,  this  makes  It  more  proper  that  he  should 
Attend  that  Ordinance  in  the  New  Church ;  the  Dutch  Ministers  attend  the  same 
Ordinance  in  the  Old  Church  without  interruption,  and  we  do  not  believe,  that  the 
Complainants  will  take  upon  themselves  to  say,  that  seats  are  wanting  there,  were 
ttey  Inclined  to  be  present. 

To  the  IXth  Article  we  answer,  that  as  both  Churches  belong  to  one  Congrega- 
tion, the  Consistory  of  that  Congregation  have  doubtless  the  sole  Direction  of  both. 
It  is  a  very  great  Instance  of  their  want  of  Candour,  to  call  the  Consistory  the 
English  Party ;  We  are  of  no  Party,  but  act,  as  far  as  we  are  able  to  Judge  for  the 
Kood  of  the  whole :  We  are  all  members  in  full  Communion  with  all  our  Ministers ; — 
^'•^■'ll  of  Dutch  Families  and  had  our  religious  Education  in  the  Dutch  Language; 
w»d  It  may  not  be  improper  to  observe,  that  of  Sixteen  Members,  which  Constitute 
oar  Consistory  at  present  (exclusive  of  the  Ministers)  only  six  of  them  signed  the 
Petition  for  an  English  Minister,  and  one  of  the  remaining  ten,  signed  with  the 
discontented  People,  the  other  nine  were  neuter. 

we  further  beg  leave  to  Inform  your  Excellency  and  the  Honorable  Board  that  Mr. 

stoutenburgh,  having  made  it  his  business  to  propagate  about  Town,  that  his  Party 

^J^  most  numerous,  and  that  he  would  show  It  at  the  next  Election  of  Church 

^•ncera  In  October  last  (the  Law  Suit  respecting  the  Right  of  voting  being  not  then 

•teiTnijj^j  the  Consistory  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  Publlck,  resolved  to  give  blm 

**  opportunity  to  try  what  he  could  make  of  it,  the  Result  was,  that  one  hundred 

^^  fifty  six  Communicants  appeared  to  Join  with  the  Consistory,  a  List  of  which 

*•**  and  attested  by  two  Publick  Notaries  we  herewith  deliver.     The  number  that 

tended  him,  was  not  as  we  believe  fifty.  If  there  were  more,  he  might  make  It 

Ppear,  their  names  were  not  taken  down  by  the  Notaries,  as  they  were  glad  to  slip 

J^»  being  ashamed  of  the  Smallness  of  their  numbers. 

^^*  Stoutenburg  being  influenced  by  self  interested  Motives  &  urged  on  by  others 
Up  the  Dispute,  which,  as  we  are  informed,  is  his  Chief  Support,  It  Is  therefore 
^lIBcalt  for  him  to  determine  to  desist,  and  mind  his  proper  calling  this  affair 
•mployed  him  upward  of  five  years. 
_^Witij  respect  to  forbidding  them  the  Sacraments,  we  must  observe  that  it  Is  the 
•tooQ  of  our  Church  for  the  Ministers  and  Elders,  by  Order  of  the  Consistory  to 
^    the  House  of  the  Communicants,   to   invite  them  to  communicate, — In   the 


^1^   — <=    of  these  Visitations  it  has   happened,   that  some  of   the  Members  of   the 
^     ^^cli  told  the  Ministers  and  Elders,  that  they  would  not  acknowledge  the  Consis- 


^.  "  «««  lawful ;  pretending  that  as  the  vote  of  the  Members  were  refused  In  the 
^  ^^on  of  the  Church  officers,  that  therefore  the  Consistory  was  not  a  lawful 
^I'J^^wtory,  upon  which  the  impropriety  of  their  attending  was  mentioned  to  them, 
^m  ^  <^«  the  divine  Ordinance  must  In  our  Church  be  administered  under  the  inspec- 
1^^  ^^  the  Eiders  &  they  would  not  acknowledge  the  Elders  as  such,  it  could  not  in 
Ij^^  ^    conception  of  the  Matter,  be  regularly  administered,  but  we  deny  that  any  one 

^  **^«n  forbid  the  use  of  the  Sacraments,  altho'  many  of  them  have  deserved  It. 
Ii^   ^    %he  Xth  Article  we  say,  that  It  is  very  difficult  to  comprehend,  what  Is  meant, 
^^^^Or^dng  them  to  acknowledge  Mr.  Laidlie  to  be  their  lawful   Teacher,  and  to 
j^    ^^«  that  he  must  and  shall  communicate  with  the  Dutch — Mr.  Laidlie  Is  not 
^^^~^^  upon  any  person — No  Body  goes  to  hear  Him  but  such  as  chuse  It,  and  he 

^  ^^tinlcates  with  none,  but  such  as  voluntarily  come  to  communicate  with  him. 
1^^^     it  farther  said,  that  if  Mr.  laidlie  is  in  Communion  with  the  Dutch,  he  Is 
Q^  ^^d  to  the  Revenues  of  the  Dutch  Ministers,  we  do  not  understand  that  the 

'^^^^^tiunicatlng  with  the  Dutch,  can  give  him  any  more  Right  to  the  Revenues  of 

^^    ^>utch  Ministers,  than  any  other  Person  that  communicates  with  the  Dutch; 

^J^ 'I'emporalltlea  are  not  bound  for  his  salary,  but  he  Is  paid  by  a  voluntary  sub- 

^^^l^tlon,  as  has  been  already  explained. 
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If  the  CompIalDantg  woidd  produce  the  Letter,  they  recelred  from  the  Berereid 
ClaulB  of  Amsterdam,  a  full  Answer  to  this  Point  will  therein  be  seen ; — ^The  Dnteb 
Hearers  pay  nothing,  either  for  Minister  or  I*ew  Rent ;  the  Engliab  Heftrers  at  the 
Sole  expense  of  English  Preaching ;  erery  Member  of  the  Church  goes  to  bear  whoa 
he  pleases,  and  attends  the  Sacraments  where  he  pleases,  without  anj  GonttralBt 
whateTer,  and  the  Complainants  may  rest  satisfied  that  no  one  dettres  to  compel 
them   to   acknowledge   Mr.    I^idlle.   or    to   communicate   with    him — ^tb^  are  left 
entirely  at  their  liberty,  and  it  is  of  no  Consequence  to  us  whether  tbej  do  or  not— 
They  have  taken  great  pains  to  rend  the  Church  to  pieces,  but  happily,  they  feave 
not  succeeded ;  their  Party  is  continually  decreasing,  and  It  Is  now  reduced  to  as 
Inconsiderable   number   of   inconsiderable   People,    and    the   Congregation   It  ii  ai 
flourishing  a  Condition  ns  ever  it  was. 

Our  Proceedings  have  been  as  far  as  we  know  exactly  conformable  to  tbf  Bitai 
of  our  Church,  and  agreeable  to  the  Sence  of  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  aad  tke 
Event  of  a  tedious  &  expensive  I^aw  Suit  evinces  that  nothing  baa  been  done  ly  ■ 
contrary  to  the  Laws  of  the  Country :  from  ail  which  we  humbly  conceive,  ft  vffl 
appear   to  Your   Kxcellency   and  his   Honourable  Board  of  Coancil,   tbat  the  mM 
Complainants  are  altogether  vexatious  and  without  Foundation. 

The  Consistory  have  all  due  Confidence  in  the  Wisdom,  Justice,  and  Prodesce  «| 
the  Government  and  arc  with  Great  Respect  for  His  Excellency  and  the  HoBorabU 
Board,  his  &  their  most  obedient  Humble  Servants 

By  Order  of  the  Consistory  Joan.  Rltsema.  p.  t. 

New  York  23  September  1767. 
Noveml>er  11,  1707.     Read  in  Council. 

and  Order  made  dlRmissing  the  Petition. 

—Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  Vol.  HI.  pp.  81M1 
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The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  ^Iembers  of  the  Rev.  C* 
sisTORY  OF  Xew  York,  Xov.  28,  1767.  Vol.  31,  P.  291.  ^ 
176. 

Rev.  Sirs  and  Brethren  : — 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  Feb.  18,  1707.  and  signed  by  thirteen  memben,  it 
answer)   serves:  That  while  we  are  heartily  grieved  at  all  discords,  dlspntei 
ofTences  which  may  arise  in  the  churches,  and  which  are  extremely  InJnrkHU  >^ 
destructlvo.  It  is  nevertheless  greatly  to  our  joy  and  comfort  to  learn  that  olfeo^ 
arc  ceaRliiK.  and  that  common  love  an»l  peace  are  reigning  In  their  stead;  forth*^^ 
will  God  iM?  present,  with  his  spirit  of  love  and  peace. 

We  have  reason  to  hope,  through  the  declarations  of  Revs.  Ritzema.  I-aldlle  a^  ' 
De  Rondo,  that  at  length  all  discords  and  disputes  will  have  been  taken  awa-^ 
and  that  mutual  peace,  love,  and  confidence  may  soon  be  restored.  Then,  uod**; 
the  faithful  and  blessed  services  of  pastors  and  teachers  the  church  may  be  edlfi^^ 
and   the  consolations  of  the  Holy  Ghoat  multiplied. 

We  thank  you  for  the  news  that  the  lawsuit  brought  against  the  Consistory  h^ 
resulted   In   their  favor,  and  we  congratulate  you   thereupon.     Wc   hope  that  th  ^ 
may  lead  to  many  desirable  and  blessed  results.  ^ 

Very  agreeable  also  was  it  for  us  to  learn  that  the  work  of  the  Lord  waa  pw  ^ 
perlng  under  the  Ministry  of  Rev.  Laldlle.     We  pray  for  Increased  UlumlnatloD  f<^ 
him,  and  blessing  on  his  efforts,  as  well  as  in  Iwhalf  of  the  other  ministers;  ai 
that  the  Kingdom  of  God  and  of  Christ  may  oontlnually  he  expanded  mor*  an 
more  in  your  regions,  and  that  many  may  bo  added  to  the  church  of  such  as  fk* 
be  savwl.     Wc  also  wish  great  sucooss  and  blossing  upon  you  in  connection  «1^ 
your  building  of  a  third  ohnroh  odlfioo.     May  the  Lord  abide  with  you  therein  ^'^ 
his   word   and   Spirit. 

Further  worthy  and  beloved  brethren   in  the  I^rd.  may  the  grace  of  the 
and  his  Spirit  1)0  with  yon  steadfast.  Immovable,  always  abounding  In  the  work  oK 
the  Lord,  and  in  his  service,  and  make  you  see  and  know  that  your  labor  Is  not !» 

vain   in  the   Lord. 

A.  Becol.  Dep.  Praeses. 

Amsterdam.  Ww.  Koolhaas.  Dep.  Scrlbt. 

Nov.  28.    17C7. 


and 

ay. 
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Ulassis  of  Amsterdam  to  thbKevs.  Fbyenmoet  Kok  and 
Rysdyk,  Nov.  28,  1767.     Vol.  31,  P.  293.     No.  177. 

r  Sirs  and  Brethren : — 

learn)  from  your  account,  of  the  many  and  dlBtressing  discords  and  disputes 
so  greatly  tear  asunder  the  Church  of  Qod  In  your  country;  yea,  which 
m  entirely  to  destroy  It,  If  God  does  not  prevent.  Nevertheless,  we  indulge 
>e  hope  that  such  disputes  may  gradually  lessen,  asperities  being  softened. 
kMl  grant  that  this  may  be  the  case,  and  that  ere  long  such  things  may 
her  cease.  How  much  would  we  rejoice,  if  we  could  learn  that  the  brethren, 
mited  hearts  and  strength,  were  advancing  the  work  of  the  Lord,  serving 
1  his  holy  Kingdom,  with  all  their  power. 

dave  received  a  church-call,  regularly  drawn  up,  for  the  procuring  and  calling 
linlster  for  the  churches  In  the  Flats  and  Red  Hook,  and  in,  which  we  find 
ivorable  and  desirable  terms  offered.  We  are  doing  our  best  in  this  business, 
ill  continue  to  use  every  opportunity  to  find  a  pastor  for  that  field  as  soon 
Bible.  With  this  object  in  view,  we  shall  place  an  advertisement  in  the 
y  Journal,  with  mention  of  the  favorable  conditions. 

egard  to  the  proposition  which  you  make  to  the  Ciassis  for  their  considera- 
iz..  Whether  It  would  not  be  useful  that  you  should  have  the  privilege  of 
Ing,  with  the  laying  on  of  hands,  the  candidates  examined  in  the  Ciassis 
iterdam,  or  elsewhere,  and  sent  over  for  service  in  your  churches — ^we  answer : 
ev.  Ciassis  is  gladly  willing,  at  every  proper  opportunity,  to  give  renewed 
»ecial  proofs  of  their  tried  faith  and  good  disposition  toward  your  churches, 
I  declare  this  concession  would  be  considered;  yet  they  cannot  very  well 
this  request.  All  changes  or  novelties  in  general,  as  looked  at  beforehand, 
cessarlly  of  uncertain  and  doubtful  result ;  and  may  frequently,  although 
nay  be  promised  from  them,  have  evil  consequences.  We  doubt  very  much 
rhether  this  concession  would  produce  such  results,  as  you  flatter  yourselves 
Id,  viz.,   in  stopping  the  evil  speech  of  independents.     You  yourselves  seem 

have  a  very  sanguine  hope  of  the  good  effect  of  such  a  change.  Let  us 
the  matter,  therefore,  to  remain  in  statu  quo,  and  let  us  hope  that  ill-tempered 
I  may  gradually  become  quiet,  and  cease  their  clamors. 
1  hearty  wishes  for  the  blessings  of  the  All-SufBclent  One,  upon  yourselves, 
acred  ministry  and  the  congregation  entrusted  to  your  care,  and  that  the 
of  submissive  wisdom,  love  and  peace  may  live  and  reign  among  pastors, 
k  the  Church,   we  subscribe  ourselves,  etc.,  etc. 

A.   Becol,   Dep.   Praeses. 
Wm.  Koolhaas,  Dep.  Scrlba. 
rdam, 
)v.  28,  1767. 


Ol^vssis    of    Amsterdam    to   the  Rev.    Conventus   at 

Kingston,  Nov.  28,  1767. 

lirs,   Much-beloved  Brethren  : — 

Q  your  letter  of  Feb.  5,  1767,  we  have  learned  that  you  have  done  your 
.  employing  every  means  to  save  Rev.  Meyer,  but  that  all  Is  found  to  be  in 
We  are  grieved  at  his  obstinacy,  and  the  expressions  in  his  letter  to  you 
se  us  greatly.  As  the  case  now  appears  to  us,  after  having  gone  to  such 
es,  we  cannot  imagine  what  more  can  be  done  to  save  him.  We  approve, 
•re,  of  his  removal  from  his  congregation.  We  hope  that  this  measure,  so 
ntly  adopted,  may  tend  to  the  removal  of  offences,  and  to  the  promotion  of 
love  and  peace  in  the  churches  of  our  Lord. 

ihall  make  every  effort  to  procure  another  minister  in  his  stead,  and  to  this 
e  will  place  an  advertisement  in  the  Journal.  We  wish,  moreover,  that  the 
precious  of  the  Lord's   blessings  may   rest  upon   you.     And   may   the  good 
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pleasure  of  the  Lord,  to  the  manifold  benefit  of  bis  Church,  and  tbe  eztentton  of 
Jesus*  Kingdom,  prosper  through  your  instrumentality.  May  offences  be  aTolded, 
and  truth,  love  and  peace  flourish  in  your  churches. 

(Sfsmed   as   above.) 
Amsterdam,  Nov.  28,  1767. 


Sir  Wm.  Johnson  to  the  Earl  op  Shelburxe. 
Missionaries  to  the  Indians.     Bishop  in  America. 

Johnson   Hall,    December   3.   1767. 

From   what   has  l>een    repeated   In  former   letters  and  from   the   mnn.r   reports 
transmitted  on  Indian  Affairs  concerning  the  management  of  these  people.  I  hope 
will  evidently  appear  what  are  the  powers  necessary  to  be  given  to  tho  Depart- 
ment for  the  purposes  of  the  Crown  and  the  Public  advantage  and   therefore  ft 
will  be  unnecessary  to  repeat  them,  or  to  dwell  longer  upon  the  want  of  settling 
these  important  points  and  the  alarming  prospect  of  our  affairs  on  tbat  Accoant 
I  have  therefore  only  to  repeat  that  the  promoting  Religion  amongst  them  Is  bf 
no  means  to  be  neglected,  and  that  the  establishment  of  Missionaries  under  proper 
Authority,  as  promised  and  daily  expected  by  the  Indians  (many  of  whom  edocsted 
In  the  principles  of  the  Church  of  England  are  greatly  disgusted  at  our  oegleetf) 
would  have  very  happy  effects.    As  I  understand  an  Episcopate  Is  now  tolidtcd 
for  by  the  National  Clergy,  and  their  Congregations,  I  am  of  opinion  If  their  appU' 
cation  meets  with  the  success  and  attention  which  It  appears  to  deserve  that  foeh 
an  Establishment  besides  its  advantages  to  ye  National  Church  and  Its  Member^ 
will  tend  in  the  most  effectual  manner  to  promote  Religion  amongst  the  iDdlms 
under  a   proper   Church   Government,   and   the  Auspices  of  a   Resident  DignUled 
Clergyman  In  America. 

Your  Lordships  Most  obedient  and  most  humble  Servant, 

W.  JohMOB. 

—Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  vii,  pp.  997,  1002,  1003. 


Church  of  jSTew  York. 
Cost  of  tho  Psalm  Book. 

New  Yorlt,   Dec.   17th.  1"^- 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

The  account  for  the  printing  of  the  Psalm  book  etc.,  was  brought  In  and  ^^^^ 
in  all  to  amount  to  £1074:  9:  8%:  but  the  books,  reckoned  at  10  shillings  etch  w* 
bound  copies,  would  make,  for  2000  copies  £1000.;  so  that  there  Is  an  arre«'  ^ 
£74:  9:  8%.     The  Consistory  resolved  to  pay  that  sum  and  take  for  It  the  P^** 
which  were  ordered  from  Holland,  to  be  kept  for  another  occasion.  .  ^^ 

Still  that  the  poor  may  not  be  destitute  of  copies,  the  gentlemen  entrusted  ^*|^e 
the  issue  of  the  book  shall  record  the  names  of  such,  and  report  the  same  a^ 
next  meeting  for  further  consideration. 

Signed   etc., 

J.  Ritzema,   p.   t.  Pre^id^*" 


Lutheran  Church  in  Xew  York  City. — 1767-1850. 

The  famous  "  Old  Dutch  (Lutheran)  Church,"  in  days  of  yore  located  on  "  0^  ^ 
and  Cart-street."  so  called  from  an  Inn  near  by,  bearing  the  representation  •^  ^ 
horse  and  cart  for  a  slpn.  but  in  latter  days  on  Wllllam-street,  has  at  last  ^**^^ 
prostrated  before  the  march  of  improvement.     Its  dingy  and  ttme-wom  walls  ti^ 
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been  for  eighty  three  years,   or  since  the  year  1767,   the  silent  witness  of  the 
STOwth  of  New  Amsterdam,  having  long  remained  among  the  few  relics  of  her 
past  insignificance. 

It  was  the  oldest  church  edifice  in  the  city,  and  the  congregation  originally 
worshiping  in  it  for  a  long  time  fiourished  under  the  powerful  preaching  of  the 
learned  Mr.  John  Christopher  Kunz,  D.  D.  It  was  then  known  as  the  *'  Swamp 
Church,*'  being  situated  in  a  marshy  district,  (now  at  the  Junction  of  William 
and  Frankfort-streets,  east  of  French's  Hotel)  and  in  the  region  of  the  "  Tan 
Yards."  The  foundation  stones  will  be  removed  in  a  few  days^  when  it  is  expected 
that  sundry  manuscripts,  coins,  etc.,  will  be  brought  to  light,  forming  interesting 
objects  for  antiquarian  research.  Beneath  its  walls  is  a  large  vault,  in  which 
were  formerly  entombed  the  remains  of  a  number  of  ofllcers  and  privates  attached 
to  the  Hessian  army,  who  fell  during  the  Revolutionary  War.  Jaistory  speaks  of 
them  as  having  been  burled  in  their  regimentals,  with  their  side-arms,  etc., 
with  much  pomp  and  circumstance.  They  were  disinterred,  however,  some  years 
since,  at  the  same  time  that  the  remains  of  the  dead  were  removed  from  the 
old  grave-yard  which  existed  in  the  rear  of  the  church.  The  *'  Old  Dutch  Church  " 
is  hallowed  by  many  other  interesting  associations. 

Of  late  years  it  has  sadly  fallen  from  its  former  high  estate.  Since  it  was 
vacated  by  its  original  occupants,  it  has  been  used  as  a  place  of  worship  by  a 
society  of  colored  people,  then  as  an  auction  house,  and  lastly  as  a  stable.  Its 
venerable  galleries,  where  once  listened  the  faithful  worshippers,  were  stored 
with  provender,  the  under  portion  serving  as  stalls  for  horses.  The  whole  has  now 
been  tumbled  into  ruins,  and  from  the  site  is  to  rise  speedily  a  large  hotel. — N.  Y. 
Jonrnal   of  Commerce,   Dec.  23,   1860. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Kunze,  mentioned  in  the  above  article,  died  on  24th  July,  1807, 
mged  sixty  three  years. — Greenleaf's  History  of  the  New  York  Churches. 

Church  of  New  York. 
Building  a  Third  Church. 

New  York,  Feb.  22nd,  17«8. 
Consistory   held   after  calling  on   God's   name. 

It  was  unanimously  resolved  that  the  roof  of  the  Third  Church,  should  be  laid 
with  tile,  and  as  there  is  now  a  good  opportunity  to  obtain  them,  that  they 
should  be  immediately  l>ought. 

Signed  etc., 

J.   Ritzema,  p.  t.  President. 

New  York,  March  31st,  1768. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

It  was  proposed  to  the  Consistory  to  take  up  Two  Thousand  Pounds  on  Inter- 
est, to  complete  the  Third  Church.  Whereupon  a  calculation  was  made  how  this 
^m,  with  the  interest  from  time  to  time,  could  be  paid.  The  Consistory  were 
matisfled  that  it  could  be  discharged  in  six  years.  They  therefore  resolved  to 
borrow  £1500  at  6  per  cent,  which  is  all  that  was  judged  necessary  for  this  year. 

The  Proposal  and  calculation  ran  thus,  verbatim: 

1.  A  subscription  is  made  amounting  to  £4000. 

2.  There  is  an  order  of  Consistory  that,  of  the  collections  made  at  the  English 
Service,  the  Deacons  shall  appropriate  only  one  half  to  the  alms  for  the  support  of 
the  poor  members  and  also  to  the  expenses  belonging  especially  to  that  service; 
%nd  the  overplus  shall  be  used  to  pay  for  the  aforesaid  Church.  This  surplus  by 
dose  computation  amounts  to   £260  yearly. 

8.  When  the  Church  is  completed,  there  will  be  another  English  service  be- 
sides  the  present,  and  the  collections  at  that  will  yield  at  least  £100  more. 

4.  When  the  chnrch  Is  completed,  the  seats  will  be  taxed  at  a  proper  yearly 
rent,  which  will  make  an  income  of  at  least  £250. 

&.  That  the  first  year's  rent  of  the  seats  be  offered  at  vendue  to  the  highest 
bidder,  in  order  to  obtain  possession,  and  this  first  year's  rent  be  immediately 
paid,  by  which  at  least  £500.  can  be  raised.  " 
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It  wan  further  resolved  to  make  out  a  bond  for  the  sum  to  Mr.  John  Ytn 
Spiegel;  and  that  Mr.  Isaac  Roosevelt  should  receive  the  money. 

Mr8.  Verlvey  was  received  as  a  poor  member  according  to  a  resolntlon  of 
slstory  made  July  21st,  1767. 

Signed  etc., 

Lambertus  dc  Ronde,  p.  t.  PresiA 


] 
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Classes  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Ohabt£R£D  Society  fob  S 
NAM,  March  25^  1768.     Vol.  31,  Page  295,  No.  179. 

To  Their  Very  Hon.  Messrs.  Directors  of  the  Incorporated  Society  of  Sntaam:-^ 

Whereas  there  hns  been  put  Into  our  hands,  as  Deputies  of  Foreign 
the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  a  certain  missive  from  the  GoTemor  and 
Councils  at  Surinam,  with  accompanying  documents,  for  our  Inspection  and 
nation,  and  to  serve  your  Ilonorables  with  our  deliberation  and  advice: 

We.  the  undersigned,  huvo.  after  previous  consultation  with  Mr.  Secretaiy 
Abeel,  for  our  enlighten nM'nt  on  certain  to  us  otherwise  unknown  reeolntloiis, 
cnmstances  or  oocaslonH.   and  communication  with,   and  approval  from  the 
Classls— the   honor.    nesptK^tfuUy   to   give   your  Honorablea  our  deliberations 
judgment   (salvo  mellorl)   on   the  aforesaid   letter  and   Its  several   and  pa 
articles. 

1.  In  relation  to  the  Resolution  of  the  Court,  of  Jan  7,  1602,  concerning  a 
present  for  the  first  minister's  son  born  In  that  country,  as  also  the  ReaoIntl^^A  of 
B^eb.  13.  1758.  In  regard  to  furnishing  n  slave  for  each  parsonage,  both  at  whl  ^sh  It 
Is  now  fontemplated  to  annul:  we  have  reasons  to  think  that  it  would  be  be^vt.  if 
those  resolutions  continuetl  in  fon^p,  so  as  rather  to  encourage  capable  mlnl^Ptsn 
by  such  presents. 

2.  In  regard  to  restoring  the  Don.  Gratult.  In  case  a  minister  wants  to  b^  (Un- 
charged from  his  service  within  the  time  of  four  years,  we  Judge  that  tliat  i^^^oM 
be  the  fairest  thing  to  do;  because  such  an  engagement  for  service  In  the  FeP^^fB 
Churches  ought  to  be  fixed  not  merely  for  four  years,  but  rather  for  six.  In  o-vl*' 
to  avoid  putting  the  churches  to  so  many  inconveniences,  troubles  and  expeuao^ 

3.  As  to  the  further  matter,  that  the  State  Houses  (landshulsen)  which  at  pie^*"* 
serve  as  parsonages,  should  be  sold,  and,  as  an  offset,  the  ministers  allowefS    ^^ 
salary,   house  rent.  etc..   nothing  excoptcnl.  once  for  all— the  flrat  two  years     ^^^ 
thousand  Dutch  fiorins.  the  two  following  years  two  thousand,  two  hundred  I>'0^^ 
florins,  and  after  that  two  thousand,  five  hundred  Dutch  florins,  each  ye 
to  advise  that  such  an  annual  salary  would  indeed  be  suflSclent  and  profitable; 
we  do  wish,  for  more  than  one  reason,  that,  since  those  parsonages  are  there 
anyway,  they  might  as  well  continue  to  be  used  as  such  hereafter;  proTlde<ft 
ministers  at  Paramaribo  might,  besides  the  said  parsonages,  have  the  benefit 
of  the  above  mentioned  salaries. 

4.  As  to  whether,  when  a  minister  comes  to  die.  leaving  behind  a  widow, 
latter  should  have  the  full  salary  for  the  year  In  which  the  minister's  death 
we  think  that  It  is  understood,  or  ought  to  be  understood,  that  It  Is  a  year  am^ 
weeks  after  the  death  of  the  minister,  generally  called  "a  year  of  grace",  m^ 
customary  in  this  country. 

5.  The  fixing  of  the  salary  for  the  widows  at  500  Dutch  fiorlns  a  year  Is 
good;  only  we  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  to  your  Honorables,  If  it  mlflit  no 
well  and  for  the  advantage  of  unfortunate  widows.  If  they  were  permitted  to 
on  the  said  salary  elsewhere,  in  their  Fatherland,  or  wherever  they  pleased; 
that  for  many  of  them  it  would  be  exceedingly  inconvenient,  for  the  sake  of 
ing  the  use  of  this  salary,  to  be  obliged  to  continue  their  residence  at  Surinam, 
land  of  their  pilgrimage. 

6.  That  the  minister,  whom  the  Court  locates  at  the  River  should  have  800  flo: 
less  than  one  at  Paramaribo;  as  an  offset  to  which  he  would  have  the  use  of 
parsonage  with  the  slaves  belonging  to  It;   If  we  suppose  that  the  minister!^ 
Paramaribo  still  continue  to  enjoy,  besides  their  salaries,  the  free  use  of  the 
sonages,  we  take  It  to  be  a  difference  altogether  too  great.     It  might  be  a 
proper  arrangement  to  let  the  River  ministers  have  300  fiorlns  less  than  thosv 
"■  -^•^■rlbo. 


»C«I- 
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7.  Having  understood  that,  in  the  Rev.  Consistory  at  Paramaribo,  frequent  dis- 
enslons  and  quarrels  have  been  occurring  between  the  Dutch  and  French  Churches, 
re  feel  very  sorry  for  that;  and  wo  do  wish  that  the  brethren  there  would  live 
osether  in  unity,  peace  and  love,  for  the  edification  of  the  church  and  In  order 
hat  the  name  of  the  Lord  may  not  be  blasphemed  among  the  heathen.  We  have 
nreat  reason  to  fear,  however,  that  that  offense  will  not  be  removed,  If,  as  the 
lovemor  and  the  Councils  request,  those  two  Consistories  were  separated  and 
«inained  combined  in  the  yearly  convention  only.  The  Rev.  Classls  cannot  well 
^▼e  its  consent  to  that,  fearing,  as  it  does,  that  at  any  time  such  a  plan  may  have 
md  results.  It  looks  strange  to  us  also,  if  such  a  separation  is  thought  to  be  an 
efficient  means  for  stopping  dlssentions  and  offenses,  that  neither  the  Dutch  nor  the 
P^alloon  part  of  the  Consistory  has  made  any  proposition  or  request  in  regard  to  It. 
Ne  should  like  to  get  their  Judgment  on  the  matter  first.  What  further  keeps  as 
t>ack  from  giving  our  approval  or  consent,  are  the  complaints  and  accusations  of  the 
ReT.  Convention  of  Surinam  against  Rev.  Suquens  on  account  of  excessive  offenses 
of  Tarions  kinds.  We  are  most  inclined  to  think  that,  were  Rev.  Suquens  cor- 
rected and  his  offenses  removed,  the  dissensions  and  quarrels  In  the  combined 
Consistories  would  come  to  an  end. 

8.  Finally,  as  regards  the  complaints  of  the  Rev.  Coetus  Deputatus  about  the 
Lutheran  minister,  Zegerquist.  on  account  of  his  baptizing  children  who  do  not  by 
rights  belcMUg  to  his  church,  etc.  as  also  on  account  of  bis  instructing  and  receiv- 
ing as  membns,  young  people  who  have  not  yet  come  to  years  of  Judgment  or  dis- 
eretlon,  and  who  can  in  no  way  be  reckoned  as  belonging  to  the  Lutheran  church:— 
•nch  a  thing  looks  to  us  like  a  bold  intrusion  or  undermining  of  the  right  of  the 
Reformed  Church. 

The  reasons  advanced  by  the  said  Rev.  Convention,  for  checking  such  excessive 
license  by  royal  Edict  and  for  securing  some  fixed  regulation,  appear  to  us  well- 
founded  and  fair.  We,  therefore.  Join  in  the  wish  expressed  in  their  request,  that 
for  preventing  further  bad  consequences,  conformably  to  the  Edict  of  the  country, 
csrtaln  stipulations  may  be  made  by  your  Honorables  and  sent  to  the  Rev.  Con- 
■tttory  of  Paramaribo,  for  their  guidance  in  such  cases  as  that  of  whch  they  now 
^mplain.  For  certainly,  cases  like  this  are  usually  of  such  a  nature  that  they 
Hcrease  and  grow  worse  from  time  to  time,  especially  when  in  addition,  as  Is 
dtlmated  in  the  inference  of  the  Rev.  Coetus.  It  becomes  a  point  of  honor  and 
reatnees  to  have  one's  children  baptized  at  one's  house— which  can  be  done  among 
be  Lutherans,  but  Is,  according  to  Church  Order,  not  permitted  among  the 
Informed;  and  the  Interest  in  religion  on  the  part  of  many  grows  very  much  less 
rom  time  to  time. 

We  have  the  honor  also  hereby  to  make  the  observation  that  their  High  Migbtl- 
eaeea,  according  to  their  great  wisdom  and  foresight  concerning  evil  consequences 
1  such  cases,  have  In  the  year  1651,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  true  Christian 
teformed  Religion,  taken  this  action,  reading— that  the  sects  and  denominations, 
rhtch  are  excluded  from  the  public  protection,  and  are  simply  tolerated,  shall, 
artng  such  toleration,  be  kept  In  perfect  order  and  quiet,  under  rules  against  all 
xceases;  and  that  henceforth  they  shall  be  allowed  In  no  other  places  than  where 
hey  at  present  exist. 

The  undersigned  think  that  herewith  they  have,  as  well  as  they  could,  answered 
>oiir  Honorable's  good  Intentions. 

Adrlanns  Becol,  V.  D.  M.  Amst  Depnt. 

Classls  ad  res  exteras,   h.  t.  Praeses. 
Wllh.  Koolhaas.  Y.  D.  M.  Amst.  Deput. 

Classls   ad  res  exteras.   h.   t.   Scrlba. 
March  26.  176S. 

William  Livingston  to  Rev.  Samuei.  Cooper,  March  28,  1768. 

In  Reference  to  Bishops  in  America. 

Dear  Blr:— 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  Dr.  Chauncey  has  undertaken  an  answer  to  Dr.  Chandler's 
Appeal.     As  the  latter  began  already  to  construe  our  silence  on  the  subject  into 
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an  acquiescence  In  his  project.  It  is  high  time  the  appeal  was  answeied. 
though  your  venerable  brother  may  strip  our  Episcopalian  champion  of  liis 
umphal  trappings,  I  think  it  cannot  have  the  same  salutary  effect  towards  def( 
ing  the  scheme  at  home  as  a  course  of  weekly  papers  inserted  in  the  public  p; 
These  are  almost  unlTersally  read,  and  from  greater  latitude  one  may  there 
himself,  will  prove  more  effectual  in  alarming  the  colonies.     For  I  take  It 
clamour  is  at  present  our  best  policy,  and  that  if  the  country  can  be  animar 
against  it,  our  superiors  at  home  will  not  easily  be  induced  to  grant  so  arrogan- 
olalm,  at  the  expense  of  the  public  tranquillity.     With  this  view  a  few  of  y* 
friends  here  have  lately  begun  a  paper  under  the  name  of  the  American 

which  they  purpose  to  carry  on  till  it  has an  uniyersal  alaroL    A  n 

ber  of  gentlemen  will  shortly  open  the  ball  in  Philadelphia.    I  should  be  so  g 
the  same  measure  was  pursued  In  Boston Without  some  such 


tlon,  I  am  apprehensive  the  ministry  may  be  prevailed  upon  to  gratify  the  lai 
sleeves  by  way  of  recompense  for  so  often  voting  against  their  consdenee  for 
court. 

As  this  country  is  good  enough  for  me,  and  I  have  no  notion  of  removln^^  to 
Scotland,  whence  my  ancestors  were  banished  by  this  set  of  men,  I  cannot  wlt]B-^>^^ 
terror  reflect  on  a  bishop's  setting  his  foot  on  this  continent.  Pray,  my  dear  ^01^* 
bestir  yourself  at  this  critical  Juncture,  and  help  us  to  ward  off  this  ecclesUstS-'^*'^ 
stamp-act,  which,  if  submitted  to,  will  at  length  grind  ns  to  powder. 

I  beg  your  acceptance  of  the  enclosed  (the  letter  to  the  Bishop  of  Llandaff), 
I  wrote  out  of  real  affection  for  the  New  England  colonies,  and  a  sincere  regard 
truth.     Dr  Ohauncey  had,  'tis  true,  so  fully  refuted  the  bishop's  calumnies  t:^ 
anything  further  might  well  have  been  dispensed  with.     But  I  thought  he 
treated  that  haughty  prelate  rather  too  tenderly,  and  that  he  deserved  a  lli 
severer  correction 

I  must,  dear  sir,  repeat  my  earnest  solicitations  that  you  exert  yourself  In 
interesting  cause.     We  are  debtors  to  our  country— debtors  to  posterity— but, 
all.  debtors  to  Him  who  will  not  suffer  a  competitor  in  the  supxemacy  of 

church.'     

I  am,  dear  sir. 

Your  most  affectionate  friend,  and  humble  servant, 

William  LIvlnifston. 

— Sedgewlck*8  Life  of  Wm.  Livingston,  pp.  130-8. 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Proposition  in  regard  to  the  restoration  of  union  in  the  Ohiirdi< 

of  New  York. 


1768,  April  11th.     Art.  4.     The  Rev.  Kulenkamp  proposed 
the  Assembly  whether  it  were  not  expedient  to  appoint  a  s 
Committee,  to  examine  th«e  documents  which  have  reference  t 
the  Church  of  New  York,  and  to  see  if  some  plan  can  not  be  formtK- 
lated  for  the  betterment  of  that  Church,  and  the  restoration,  of  i 
connection  with  ours.     This  he  urged  for  several  reasons  and  ce 
tain  circumstances. 

This  proposition  was  approved,  and  the  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Ex- 
teras  were  invited  to  prepare  such  a  plan.     To  them  were  addeJ 
the  Rev.  Kulenkamp,  Longueville,  and  Buurt     xiv.  145. 
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Lettees  From  New  Yoek. 

Art  7.  The  Eev.  Kessler  read  a  letter  from  New  York  con- 
ining  principally  the  following: 

The  minister  John  Michael  Kern,  and  the  elders  of  a  German 
iirch  at  New  York,  address  themselves  to  the  Classis  of  Amster- 
m,  to  which  they  subject  themselves.  They  ask  for  some  as- 
tance^  inasmuch  as  they  have  become  involved  in  heavy  debt. 
is  has  occurred  first,  by  the  purchase  of  a  building  for  worship j 
exward,  by  alterations ;  and  finally  when  that  building  became 
^t;e  dilapidated,  by  the  erection  of  a  new  church  building.  This 
►t;  even  yet  after  taking  up  a  collection  ostiatim  [  ?]  at  New 
irk,  which  brought  six  hundred  pounds,  amounts  to  thirteen 
^.dred  and  fifty  one  pounds.  The  church  complains  also  that  it 
t  scarcely  support  their  pastor ;  and  that  their  alms  are  devoured 
^he  interest  on  the  debt-capital.  This  letter  was  handed  to  the 
J)p.  ad  res  Exteras,  with  the  request  to  bring  in  a  pre-advice  at 
»   next  Classis.     xiv.  147. 

rv.  Samuel  Cooper  to  William  Livingston,  April  18,  1768. 
Cn  Reference  to   Bishops  in  America.     The  American 
Whig. 
.«  sir  :— 

Intended  to  have  wrote  you  largely,  bnt  Miss  Bradford,  the  lady  who  is  so 
S  as  to  take  the  charge  of  my  packet,  setting  out  sooner  than  I  expected,  I 
'^  only  time  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  very  friendly  letter  and  the 
EAphlet  that  accompanied  it,  for  which  I  returned  you  my  warm  thanks.  I  was 
^ly  pleased  when  I  found  you  engaged  in  this  public  serrice,  by  the  adrertise- 
^t  of  jour  letter  in  the  New  York  paper,  and  hare  been  more  so  in  reading  it 
*'  ^hole  is  clear  and  animated,  and  the  New  England  colonies  are  much  indebted 

^ou  for  BO  handsome  a  Tindlcatlon.     I for  the  Bishc^  of  Llandaff,  and 

Lder  the  missionaries  do  not  blush  for  themselves,  when  it  so  clearly  appears 

^  by  their  false  and  gross  misrepresentations,  they  have  so  greatly 

*^0  their  superiors,  and  led  them  to  expose  themselves  to  all  the 

Xuive  treated  his  lordship  as  I   have  wished  to  see  him   treated  upon  this 

ai^Q — QQt  indecently,  but  with  spirit  and  manly  freedom 

^^    are   not  alone   in   your   opinion   of   Doctor   Chauncey*s   performance.    The 
^^r,  however,  deserves  well.     His  heart  is  engaged  in  the  cause,  and  he  lias  a 

^    liead. 

^ave  been  much  entertained  with  what  I  have  read  of  the  American  Whig, 
^in  glad  to  find  our  friends  at  New  York  exerting  themselves  In  this  important 
^oversy  with  so  much  spirit,  and  to  so  good  effect;  your  plan  and  execution 
^  so  far  as  I  have  seen,  is  well  adapted  to  rouse  and  awaken;  the  alarm 
-^^8.  and  I  hope  will  be  soon  universal.  There  are  but  few  of  the  laity  of  the 
^^^h  of  England  among  us  who  really  wish  to  see  a  bishop  in  America,  and  the 
'^^try  must  be  infatuated  to  introduce  a  new  ecclesiastical  power  here,  at  such 


1768 


4116  Ecclesiastical  Records 

1768 

a  distance  from  the  check  of  the  throne;  a  power  that  the   aatborltj 

has  always  found  so  hard  to  control  and  keep  within  bounds,  not  easdly  attempered 
to  the  original  constitution  of  any  of  the  colonies,  and  directly  opposite  to  aome  of 
them,  and  greatly  heighten  the  difficulties  attending  the  administration  of  them 
already.  Chandler  and  the  Episcopal  clergy  are  utterly  mistaken  in  thinking  the 
present  a  favorable  season  for  opening  their  plan ;  they  could  not  have   hit  upon 

one  more  unpromising  to  their  cause ;  and   myself  that  the  appeal. 

contrary  to  the  design  of  Its  author  and  friends,  will  have  some  happy  influence 
towards  establishing  civil  and  religious  liberty  in  the  colonies.  How  It  Is  with 
you  I  cannot  say,  but  among  us,  I  think  I  can  already  discern  some  such  effect 

The  American  Whig,  could  it  be  published  in  our  papers,  considering  what  Dr. 
Chauncey  has  wrote,  would  render  such  a  work  amcMig  ourselves  altogether  nnnecea- 
sary.  But  this,  though  the  printers  are  ready  to  do  it,  and  many  eagerly  deairoos 
of  it.  cannot  be  obtained.  Mr.  Parker,  who  I  am  told  has  the  control  of  the  post- 
office,  has  given  his  mandate  against  it,  and  threatened  our  printers  that  If  they 
presume  to  publish  any  part  of  that  paper,  they  shall  have  nothing  conyeyed  to  thea 
by  the  post,  without  paying  the  postage.  This  appears  to  me  a  very  extraordinary 
measure;  and  discovers,  with  a  wltuess.  what  our  poor  America  is  likely  more  and 
more  to  feel,  the  insolence  of  office.  This  has  disgusted  people  here,  and  will  dis- 
appoint his  design  of  enlarging  the  number  of  his  subscribers  among  us 

I  am,   sir, 

With   much   affection   and   esteem. 

Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

Samuel  Cooper. 

— Bedgewlck's  Life  of  William  Livingston,  pp.  138-140. 


Acts  of  the  Deputies  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.      May  2, 

1Y68. 

Letter,  with  Acta  Synodi,  to  be  sent  to  St  Eustatius. 

There  was  read,  by  the  Deputies  ad  Res  Exteras,  a  letter  to  be  sent  with  the 
(Acta  of  the)  Synod  of  North  Ilolland,  to  St.  Eustatius ;  which  was  approved. 

Plan  for  the  Reunion  of  the  Churches  in  Xew  Xetheblaxd. 

How  IT  Came  to  be  Devised. 

By  the  same  Deputies  to  whom.  In  this  matter,  were  added  Revs.  Kulenkamp. 
Longueville  and  Buurt.  was  also  laid  upon  the  table  a  pre-advice,  concerning  the 
most  suitable  means  whereby  the  churches  of  New  Netherland,  under  God'a  blessing, 
may  be  preserved,  both  as  regards  the  simple  Confession  of  the  Truth,  and  adher- 
ence to  the  Netherland  Church  Order;  and  the  extreme  schisms  and  dlasenaloos 
removed  out  of  the  way  so  far  as  possible.  Thereupon  it  was  resolved  by  the 
Rev.  Classis,  to  let  the  pre-advice  He  over,  for  the  inspection  of  all  the  memhen, 
for  a  month,  in  order  to  deliberate  on  It  more  fully  at  the  ensuing  Classis  In  Jane; 
and,  provisionally,  notice  shall  be  given  hereof  to  those  churches  in  a  letter. 

Vol.  xxlv.  110? 


Suspension  of  Rev.  Warmoldus  Kuypers,  by  the  Goveknor 
AND  Consistory  of  the  Island  of  Curacoa. 

Further,  there  appeared  in  the  meeting  Rev.  Warmoldus  Kuypers,  minister  on 
Curacoa.  He  complained  of  a  sentence  pronounced  against  him,  by  the  Governor  and 
Consistory  there.  By  this,  as  Is  stated  in  the  minutes  of  that  Consistory,  and  by 
reason  of  multiplied  complaints,  as  well  as  about  his  evil  conduct  testlfled  to  under 
oath,  he  was  suspended;  yet  in  fact,  he  was  absolutely    (plenarle)   deposed.     He 
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handed  in  therewith  copies  of  the  accusations  brought  in  against  him,  and  also 
■ererml  declarations  which  are  in  his  favor.  This  case  was  placed  by  the  Rev. 
Assembly  in  the  hands  of  the  Deputies  ad  Res  Ezteras,  In  order  to  render  them  a 
pre-advice  at  the  ensuing  Classls  In  June. 

Vol.  xlv.  111? 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Churches  of  New  York. 

1768,  May  2nd.  Art.  3  ad  4.  By  the  Committee  ad  banc 
causam  a  report  (pre-advice)  was  read.  It  was  resolved  to  thank 
the  Messrs.  Committee  for  their  great  pains,  and  to  leave  that 
paper  (their  report)  sealed,  in  the  care  of  the  sexton,  so  that  each 
member  may  read  it  and  may  give  his  advice  upon  it  at  the  next 
classis.  Then  a  resolution  shall  be  adopted  in  regard  to  it.  xiv. 
148. 

Letter  to  Rev.  Kern  of  New  York. 

Art.  4.  ad  Art.  Y.  To  the  letter  of  Rev.  Kern,  whose  contents 
were  given  at  the  Classis  of  April  11,  1768,  No.  7,  a  reply  was 
read  written  by  Rev.  Kessler  in  the  name  of  Classis.  This  was 
approved,     xiv.  148. 

(Warmoldus  Kuypers.) 

Art.  5.  Rev.  Warmoldus  Kuypers  minister  on  the  isle  of 
Curocoa,  complains  that  he  had  been  suspended  by  the  Consistory 
of  Curacoa.  The  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  read  extracts  from 
the  papers  which  the  said  Rev.  Kuypers  had  submitted  to  them 
in  reference  to  this  matter.  They  report  that  the  Consistory  had 
given  no  account  thereof  to  them;  that  they  had  written  to  the 
Consistory  of  Curacoa  last  vear  for  a  report  regarding:  the  con- 
duct of  Rev.  Kuypers ;  that  they  had  also  conversed  \vith  several 
people  who  had  come  from  Curacoa,  and  who  testified  that,  while 
many  were  against  Rev.  Kuypers,  vet  manv  also  gave  excellent 
testimony  in  his  behalf.  In  the  letter  which  the  Consistorv  of 
Curacoa  had  written  to  the  Depp,  of  Februarv  5,  1768,  thev  give 
no  explanation  of  this  affair,  but  state  onlv  that  thev  have  re- 
ported it  to  the  Messrs.  Directors. 
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The  Bev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  are  thanked  for  the  gi^t  tro 
they  have  already  expended  on  this  case,  and  they  were  requi 
to  confer  further  about  it  with  representative  Directors; 
make  it  clear  to  them  how  such  conduct  of  a  Consistory  in 
marily  suspending  a  minister,  would  make  it  very  difficult 
again  to  secure  a  preacher  for  Curacoa.  They  were  furth< 
investigate  what  accusations  are  brought  against  this  min 
and  then  to  make  further  report  to  Classis,  whether  there  is 
concerning  them,  or  whether  they  are  unfounded,  etc     xiv. 
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Anoelican  Church  at  Albany. 

Petition  of  the  Rector  etc  of  St.  Peter's  Church  for  a  Chmetirter. 

May  18,  1768. 

To  His  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Moore,  Baronet  Governor  and  Commander  fm,     Cbkt 
*^ot  tbe  Province  of  New  York  and  the  Territories  thereon  depending  and      Oti- 

cellor  of  the  same  etc.  _ 

The  Petition  of  the  Minister  Church  Wardens  and  Vestry  of  Saint  Peters  C^mk 
in  the  City  of  Albany. 
Humbly  Sheweth 

That  His  Excellency  Robert  Honter  His  Majesty  King  Qeorge  the  hrwt  Governor 
of  this  province  on  the  2l8t  October  1714  by  Letter  Patent  nnder  the  Broad  •^ 
did  grant  onto  the  Rer.  Thomas  Barclay  Peter  Mathews  Esq.  and  John  Donl'^^  ^ 
certain  piece  of  Ground  therein  particularly  described  for  to  erect  and  Bo*^^! 
Chnrch  for  Public  Worship  agreeable  to  the  Rules  and  RegulationB  of  the  Cl*^^**^ 
of  England  as  by  Law  Established,  that  soon  after  a  Church  was  BuUt  on  the   ^^ 
Ground  and  publick  worship  has  been   performed  according  to  the  mode  o^        ^ 
Church  of  England.     And  your  Petitioners  conceirlng  it  may  be  for  the  •^*'^ 
and  advantage  of  the  said  Church  to  have  It  Incorporated. 

May  It  therefore  please  your  Excellency  to  Grant  unto  your  Petitioner!  a 
for  the  Incorporation  of  the  said  Church  In  such  manner  as  unto  your  Excel'' 
shall  seem  most  proper. 


And  your  Petitioners  shall  ever  pray  etc. 


it  - 


Harry  Munro,  Clerk. 
Christopher  Hegerman 
Daniel  Hewson,  Jr. 
John  Barclay 
Wm.  Benson 


Chur* 
War 


18  May  1768.     Read  in  Council  &  referred  to  a  Committee. 
13  July  1768.     Reported  and  granted. 

—Doc.  Hist  N.  Y.  Vol.  HI.  pp.  552.  5 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
June  2,  1767.     [1768?] 

Letters  to  New  York  were  read  and  approved :  two  letters  of  similar  ccatr^^  ^^i>^ 
one  addressed  to  the  brethren  In  New  York  whom  we  call  the  Conferentle;  anif  '^^I 
other,  to  those  whom  we  distinguish  from  these  by  the  name  of  the  Coetus.    T^^ 
are  sent  in  order  to  inform  them,  in  regard  to  our  (deliberations?)   of  a  Plafl    ^ 
unite  the  diverse  (parties?),  and  to  exhort  them  to  delay  the  carrying  out  of  iht^'' 


OP  THE  State  op  New  York.  4119 

1  plans,  nntll  they  have  learned  the  resnlt  of  our  Plan  before  the  Synod.  In 
meantime  the  said  plan,  (which  is  now  inserted  rerbatim  in  the  Acta  of  Classis) 
»mmends  to  the  Deputies  of  Synod  to  submit  and  make  the  same  acceptable, 
laaklyk,  palatable)  at  the  High  Reverend  Christian  Assembly,  which  will  be  held 
I  year  at  Enkhuysen. 


Of  Rev.  Warmoldus  Kuypers. 

Yext,  the  Deputies  ad  Res  Rxteras  read  all  the  (documents?)  which  were  placed 

their  hands  by  Rev.  Kuypers  of  Curacoa,  which  were  brought  in  against  him, 

ether  with  several  testimonials,  on  the  other  hand,  in  his  favor.    These  having 

Q  all  maturely  considered  by  the  Rev.  Classis,  it  was  decided: 

..  In   respect  to  the  Consistory  of  Oiracoa:  That  it  has  acted  too  informally 

1  illegally  in  (deposing?)  a  preacher,  without  conferring  with  him,  or  even  ad- 

tiishiag  and  rebuking  him ;  yea,  without  even  having  heard  him  in  regard  to 

lit  was.  charged  against  blm. 

!.  And  as  to  the  accusations  themselves:   That  among   (the  whole  of  them?) 

re  is  not  one  which  could  give  ground  for  censure,  much  less  for  a  suspension, 

Ich  in  effect  became  a  deposition.    * 

nierefore  the  Deputies  are  requested  to  repair  once  more  to  the  Representative 

bis  Illustrious  Highness  and  the  other  Directors  of  the  West  India  Company,  and 

eat  what  they  have  already  done  two  or  three  times;  viz.,  (request?)  that  (in 

e?)    the  Hon.   Estimables  have  received  any  more  serious  accusations  against 

r.  Knypers,  they  would  please  communicate  the  same  to  us;  adding  that  in  case 

tre  are  no  such  things,  the  Classis  does  not  feel  obliged  to  heed  the  suspension; 

:  rather  it  does  feel  obliged  even  to  give  him  liberty  to  preach  elsewhere. 

rhe  documents  bearing  on  the  matter  are  In  the  meantime  preserved  by   the 

pnties. 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Rev.  Kuypeks. 

1768,  June  6th.     Art.  2  ad  5.     The  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras 
OTt,  that  after  investigating  matters  they  have  discovered  as 
et  evidence  for,  as  against,  Rev.  Kuypers,  and  read  some 
ged  accusations  brought  against  him. 
^ley  also  read  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Consistory  of  Curacoa, 

made  their  special  remarks  on  the  statements  as  to  the  accusa- 
^^  brought  in  against  Rev.  Kuypers.  They  also  read  the  declar- 
>i8  in  favor  of  Rev.  Kuypers.  All  these  are  to  be  found  in  the 
«  Deputatorum. 

lereupon  was  introduced  Rev.  Kuypers  himself,  the  suspended 
Lister  on  the  isle  of  Curacoa.  The  accusations  were  read  to 
1,     In  regard  to  them  the  Rev.  Kuypiers  enlightened  the  Clas- 

and  gave  a  circumstantial  recital  of  all  matters,  and  requested 
t  he  might  be  restored  again  to  his  office. 
Finally,  the  Rev.  Depp,  read  also  the  sentence  of  suspension 

the  Consistory  of  Curacoa,  which  may  be  found  in  the  Acta 


1768 
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Deputatomin.     The  Classis  having  maturely  considered  the  accu- 
sations brought  in,  and  the  action  taken  thereon,  is  of  the  opinion: 

1.  In  respect  to  the  Consistory:  The  said  Consistory  has  acted 
very  irregularly  and  illegally.  They  have  suspended  a  minister, 
without  previously  censuring  him,  or  even  admonishing  him,  as 
one  accused ;  and  then  they  have  actually  punished  him,  without 
even  having  heard  him  as  to  what  was  laid  to  his  chai^ 

2.  In  respect  to  the  accusations:  Among  them  there  is  not  one 
which  could  furnish  ground  even  for  censure,  much  less  for  sus- 
pension, which,  in  effect,  has  become  a  deposition.     Wherefore 
the  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  are  requested  to  repair  once  more  to 
the  Messrs.  Representatives  of  his  Illustrious  Highness,*  and  to 
others,  the  Directors  of  the  West  India  Company,  in  order  to  in* 
sist  again,  as  they  have  already  done  twice  and  three  times,  th^'^ 
if  their  Estimables  have  obtained  any  more  grievous  accusatiocB-^ 
against  the  Eev.  Kuypers,  they  would  communicate  the  same  t>^ 
]is ;  for  if  there  are  none  such,  it  might  be  that  the  Classis  wouL  ^^ 
find  itself  in  conscience  bound  to  nullify  the  suspension,  and  eve    "^ 
to  give  him  the  privilege  of  preaching  elsewhere,     xiv.  151,  15^^' 

Letters  From  New  York. 

Art.  3.     The  Eev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  read  to  the  meeting         ^ 
letter  from  the  Church  of  jSTew  York,  dated  October  7,  1761 
which  may  be  found  in  the  Acta  Deputatorum.     xiv.  152. 

New  Yorjc. — ^Report  on  a  Plan  of  Union. 

Art.  4  ad  3.     The  report  (pre-advice)  of  the  special  Commit 
of  the  Classis,  on  the  affairs  of  the  churches  of  New  York 
places  under  its  jurisdiction: 

The  Committee  ad  banc  causaiii,  having  taken  into  calm  co^' 
sideration  the  resolution  of  the  Christian  Synod  of  North  Holl^^^*^ 
adopted  on  the  advice  of  this  Classis,  1763,  Article  48,  on  the  oJ^o 
side,  and  the  real  condition  of  affairs  in  the  English  Colony  T^ 
New  York),  and  the  Netherland  churches  therein,  on  the  oth^' 

♦D.   H.— Doorluchtlge  Hoogheld.    After  1747,  the  Prince  of  Oranse  wms  chief  ^^^ 
both  the  East  and  West  India  Companies,  and  a  representatiye  of  him  was  pntint^ 
at  the  Board  of  Directors  of  each  Company. 
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jording  to  the  later  credible  accounts — ^thinks  that  it  has 

unded  reasons  to  fear  that,  if  this  resolution  remains  in 

dthout  modifications  or  mitigation,  the  consequence  will 

omplete  severance  of  the  greater  portion  of  the  ministers 

rches  there  from  the  Church  of  the  Netherlands,  and  from 

e  doctrine  and  discipline;  and  that  the  smaller  portion, 

seems  to  adhere  to  subordination  to  the  Classis,  will  be 
3d  within  a  very  short  time  to  follow  that  same  course, 
reby  the  Church  of  the  Netherlands  will  lose  all  relation- 
h  a  daughter,  upon  whom  for  more  than  a  hundred  years 
>ne  hundred  and  forty  years)  so  much  time  and  labor  have 
pended ;  and  will  be  oblig-ed  to  see  that  daughter  departing 
e  ancient  purity  of  doctrine,  divided  and  torn  into  several 
,  and  that  in  a  land  where  there  is  already  a  multitude  of 
J  of  sects. 

hall  first  submit  the  reasons  for  our  apprehensions,  and 
)  whether  any  means  can  be  devised  for  warding  off  this 

evil,  and  saving  these  churches  to  the  pure  Reformed 
e,  and  in  connection  with  the  Church  of  the  Netherlands, 
le  reasons  for  our  anxiety  are : 

lie  astonishing  multiplication  of  the  old  Netherland  f  ami- 
a  very  numerous  posterity.  Their  children  and  children's 
L,  since  that  colony  went  over  to  the  English,  (1664),  and 
:lish  language  has  been  there  introduced,  have  so  far  for- 
heir  mother  tongue,  and  become  unaccustomed  to  its  usje, 
ong  a  hundred  there  are  hardly  ten  who  now  well  imder- 
utch,  much  less  can  speak  it.  Among  these,  henaeforth, 
•s  sent  from  here  will  be  of  Uttle  use,  and  before  long  of 
vhatever. 

'he  parents  of  such  childi^en  as  have  activity  and  fondness 
y,  and  a  desire  for  the  ministry  of  the  Gospel,  are  not  to 
ced,  and  many  have  not  the  means,  to  send  them  over  to 
versities.  Now  if  such  wish  to  satisfy  their  djesires,  they 
ther  content  tliemselves  with  the  imperfect  instruction  of 
ministers,  or  repair  to  Universities  which  have  already 
2cted  in  that  country  by  Episcopalians ;  or  by  such  Presby- 
117 
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terians,  who,  without   binding   themselves   by   Confessions   and 
Formulae,  freely  teach  what  they  think ;  or  else  they  must  join 
themselves  to  other  sectaries.     And  although   one   should   come 
over  once  in  ten  years,  or  thereabouts,  he  does  not  understand  the 
Dutch  language,  and  cannot  in  the    time   that    hje    pursues  hi 
studies  here,  become  so  well  versed  in  it,  that  he  would  be  able 
to  preach  in  it     Where  then  shall  these  many  churches  look  for 
their  ministers.     Shall  they  seek  them   only   among   other  pe^ 
suasions,  or  satisfv  themselves  with  hardlv  half  educated  native 
bom  ones  ?     These  are  examined  and  qualified  over  there,  without 
our  aid,  by  the  one  or  the  other  of  the  schismatic  parties.    Such 
then  sustain  that  party  to  which  he  belongs  and  make  the  schism 
worse. 

(3)  To  this  must  be  added  the  fact,  that  by  reason  of  the  dis- 
sension which  has  already  arisen  between  the  Coetus  and  the  Cob- 
ferentie  Brethren,  the  schism  now  existing  would  seem  ere  long 
to  become  irreparable.     For  as  we  are  definitely  informed,  ft* 
Coetus  Brethren,  independently  of  the  others,  have  already  peti- 
tioned the  Governor  (of  New  Jersey)  for  themselves  8eparately> 
and  did  immediately  obtain,  the  privilege  of  (or  the  Charter  for) 
erecting  an  Academy  in  New  York,  (rather  New  Jersey)  and  fot 
which  they  will  probably  appoint  professors  from  their  own  body- 
The  consequence  thereof,  if  such  plans  are  carried  into  effect,  caJ^ 
easily  be  foreseen ;  for  they  will  be  at  the  expense  of  the  oW 
orthodox  doctrine,  and  the  entire  nullification  of  the  connection 
which  the  Church  of  the  Netherlands ;  yet  such  relationship  w^^ 
guaranteed  by  the  surrender  of  that  colony  to  England,  in  tk*- 
year  1664,  Art.  8. 

2.  In  such  a  condition  of  affairs,  and  very  desirous  to  find  soiCP" 
means  both  to  prevent  the  total  severance  of  those  (Ameri«^-^ 
Dutch)  churches  from  the  Church  of  the  Netherlands,  as  w^^ 
as  to  prevent  the  sacrifice  of  the  pure  Reformed  Doctrine,  th^ 
following  appeared  to  the  Committee  as  not  unacceptable: 

(1)  First  of  all  there  ou^ht  to  be  addressed  to  each  party— t^ 
the  Coetus  Brethren  and  to  the  Conf erentie  Brethren,  a  friendly 
and  earnest  letter,  exerting  them  te  a  speedy  and  complete  union  / 
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filing  them  that  they  must  forget  the  past,  and  cordially  forgive 
nch  other  all  that  has  heretofore  occurred.  And  as  a  foundation 
lOr  all  this,  a  general  exhibition  of  what  the  Classis  is  proposing 
ko  do  should  be  made  plain  to  them,  as  well  as  what  the  Classis 
will  attempt  to  make  acceptable  at  the  next  ensuing  session  of  the 
Bynod  of  North  Holland. 

(2)  The  Coetus  shall  be  admonished  not  to  proceed  too  pre- 
sipitately  in  the  erection  of  a  separate  Academy,  either  in  New 
fersey  or  elsewhere,  to  do  which  we  understand  they  have  already 
laked  and  obtained  a  Charter,  (privilege) ;  but  for  which,  proba- 
cy, the  necessary  funds  will  be  lacking ;  not  to  speak  of  capable 
iBiBons  for  Professors  in  all  the  necessary  sciences  which  are 
eeded  to  make  an  Academy  flourish ;  especially  in  a  land  where 
Jveral  Academies  of  Episcopalians  and  Presbyterians  are  already 
itablished  and  prospering. 

(3)  Each  of  the  parties  should  be  urged  to  consider,  whether  it 
Bre  not  better  to  enter  into  negotiations  with  the  Academy  at 
Hnceton,  situated,  as  it  is,  at  the  heart  of  the  Province,  and,  as 

is  reported  to  us,  founded  by  the  purest  Scotch  Presbyterians^ 
id  already  provided  with  a  sufficient  number  of  celebrated  Pro- 
88ors,  having  also  the  necessary  buildings  (apartments)  and  a 
K)d  library;  and  flourishincr  on  account  of  a  great  nimiber  of 
tidents. 

(4)  But  it  must  be  understood  that  the  object  is  not  to  merge 
«  Reformed  and  the  Presbyterian  pupils  into  one  body,  and 
Lleequently  to  make  of  the  two,  one  Church,  although  it  is  neces- 
^  that  these  two  Church  Bodies  should  join  hands  for  the 
"^servation  of  the  Doctrine  of  Free  and  Particular  Grace,  etc. ; 
*t  the  students  of  the  Coetus  and  Conferentie  Brethren,  united 
to  the  one  body  of  the  Reformed  Church,  which  is  there  called 
^  Calvinistic  Church,  could  provisionally  avail  themselves  of 
^  lectures  in  literature,  languages,  history,  philosophy,  etc.,  of 
ose  Professors  who  are  already  there. 

(5)  But  then  there  ought  to  be  elected  one  or  two  Professors 
►  teach  Theologia  Didactica,  exegetica,  etc.  For  this  purpose 
le  Directors  of  that  Academy  ought  to  be  requested  to  set  aside 
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one  or  two  lecture  rooms.  To  this  end  we  have  a  well-founded 
hope  that  a  helping  hand  will  be  oifered  by  the  celebrated  Doctor 
Witherspoon,  now  called  thither  from  Scotland,  as  "  Rector  Mag- 
nificus  Perpetuus."  Students  should  be  required  to  study  under 
these  Theological  Professors  at  least  two  or  three  years,  before 
they  can  be  admitted  to  any  examination,  and  then  only  after  tiift 
exhibition  of  laudable  certificates.  And  as  such  Theological  Pro- 
fessors, Netherland  Theologians  of  tried  learning  and  orthodoxy 
adhering  irrefragablv  to  the  Netherlands  Formulae  of  Concord 
should  be  chosen,  and  upon  favorable  terms.  To  such  a  poeitkn 
one  or  more  desiring  it  could  be  recommended. 

(6)  Neither  would  it  be  inexpedient  that  a  Lector  should  be  ap- 
pointed to  teach  the  Dutch  language,  and  also  to  lecture  in  it,  in 
order  to  keep  that  tongue  as  much  as  possible  in  active  use. 

These  provisional  arrangements  could  subsequently  be  furtker 
extended  and  amplified,  whenever  a  sufficient  endoi^ment  ahonld 
have  been  secured  there. 

(7)  As  regards  the  particular  Church  government, 

•  a.  First  and  foremost,  there  should  be  laid  as  a  basis  the  Nether- 
lands Confession,  and  Church  Ordor,  witli  the  subscription  of,  and 
firm  adherence  to,  the  Formulae  of  Concord. 

b.  The  very  closest  bond  of  connection  between  the  (American) 
Church  and  that  of  the  Netherlands  as  the  Mother  Church,  should 
remain  imqucstionable,  and  should  be  maintained  by  constant, 
friendly  correspondence. 

c.  The  word  "  Subordination,"  which  is  most  hateful  in  that 
land,  and  has  become  the  allege<l  occasion  for  the  great  chism, 
should  be  softened,  and  changed  into  the  expression  "  Close  Alli- 
ance," (nauwe  verbindtenis),  provided  that  the  present  Coetos 
Brethren  also  lay  aside  the  names  of  Classes  and  Synod. 

d.  Meantime  it  should  be  conceded  to  populous  communitieB, 
that  they  should  have  the  right,  partly  according  to  the  situation 
of  the  districts,  to  divide  themselves  into  several  smaller  gather 
ings  under  tlio  iiaino  of  Conventn^y  in  which  ministers  and  elders 
of  neighboring  churches  may  come  together  three  or  four  times 
a  year,  more  or  less,  as  circumstances  dictate — ^to  transact  business 
for  the  best  interest  of  their  Congregations. 
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e.    And  then  there  should  be  held  every  year  a  General  Coetus, 

.oonsisting  of  dele^tes  from  the  particular  Conventus.     To  this 

Coetus  alone  liberty  could  be  given  to  conduct  preparatory  and 

final  examinations,  and  further,  to  ordain ;  provided  that  at  least 

<xne  Theological  Professor  have  a  seat  and  vote  in  the  Coetus. 

jf.    For  the  preservation  of  the  bond  of  connection  with  our 
ehurcli,  this  Coetus  must  send  over  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 
ch  year,  the  Acta  of  the  Coetus.     That  body  should  also  show 
inclined  to  accept  in  love  the  paternal  and  fraternal  com- 
,  suggestions  and  counsels  of  the  Mother  Church,  and  con- 
duct itself  as  much  as  possible  in  accordance  therewith.     All  this 
is  done  with  no  other  aim  than  to  preserve  the  purity  of  Doctrine 
aiad  Church  Order. 

appeared  to  the  Committee,  salvo  meliori,  the  surest  means 
the  preservation  of  the  bond  of  connection  between  that 
(American)  Church  and  ours,  and  for  the  prevention  of  a  com- 
plete separation  from  our  church.     We  lay  this  rude  plan  in  the 
midst    (bosom)    of  the  Rev.   Assembly.     This,   somewhat  more 
polished,  and  clothed  with  arguments,  will  have  to  be  brought  by 
tlie  Kev.  Classis  before  the  next  Svnod,  in  order  to  make  it  as 
acceptable  as  possible  there.     It  must  there  be  strengthened  by 
the  approval  of  the  Synod  (of  If  orth  Holland.)     Thus  done  April 
28,  1768. 

[  6.  Kulenkamp,  William  Koolliaas, 

i  D.  Longueville,  Peter  Cnrtenius, 

I  A.  Buurt,  ITennanus  van  Loo. 

Gerard  Stoesak, 

The  Committee  were  thanked  for  their  pains,  and  the  Classis 
adopted  this  report  (pre-advice),  and  resolved  to  place  it  unon 
the  table  of  Svnod,  and  to  request  the  delegate  ad  Svnodum,  to 
urge  tlie  same  upon  Synod,  and  to  make  it  acceptable,  (palatable). 

Whereupon  the  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  read  two  letters  of 
the  same  contents,  both  to  the  Church  of  New  York,  (rather  to  the 
Coetus,)*  and  to  the  Comf erentie.  These  were  approved  for  for- 
warding,    xiv.  152-156. 

•••Church  of  New  York"  Is  evidently  a  clerical  slip  for  "Coetns"  as  the  mInlBteri 
of  that  charch,  excepting  Laldlle  who  was  nentral,  belonn^ed  to  the  Conferentle  party. 
^"     two  letters  are  also  on  hand  and  dated  June  6,  1768. 
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The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Members  Who  Call  Them- 
selves THE  Conferentie,  AT  Nbw  York.  June  6,  1768. 
Vol.  31,  Page  307.     No.  186. 

Rer.   Sirs  and  Beloyed  Brethren : — 

As  we  take  nothing  more  to  heart  than  the  uniformity  in  doctrine  and  In  tfaa 
received  Church  Order  in  the  foreign  churches  (as  well  as  at  home),  we  bare  the 
pleasure  of  Informing  you  by  anticipation  {prae  alabele)  that  we  are  actually  iipoa 
the  elaboration  and  perfection  of  a  Plan,  by  means  of  which,  as  It  aeema  to  vm, 
all  the  hot  disputes  which  have  arisen,  and  have  now  for  so  long  a  time  divided 
the  churches  In  New  Netherland,  can  qulclcly,  by  the  blessing  of  Ood,  be  qiieDelie& 
We  cannot  yet  communicate  the  Plan  to  you  in  its  details,  although  already  ooaaf* 
mously  approved  by  our  Classis.     For,  In  order  that  it  may  be  carried  into  effect 
with   surer   hopes  of  success,   It  must  first   receive   the  confirmation   of  the  Teiy 
Rev.  Christian  Synod,  which  does  not  meet  till  toward  the  close  of  July. 

With  this  object  in  view  we  will  cause  the  Plan  to  be  presented  by  our  Synodleal 
delegates  to  that  Very  Rev.  Assembly,  in  expectation  of  its  assent  thereto,  and 
confirmation  by  the  same.  But  meanwhile,  for  these  reasons,  and  for  the  surer 
securing  of  peace.  It  Is  our  friendly  and  brotherly  request,  that  because  of  tin 
present  condition  of  your  affairs,  you  will  be  pleased  not  to  fix  anything  definitely 
yet.  but  rather  suspend  all  action  on  the  points  in  debate,  nntll  we  shall  have 
transmitted  to  you  the  necessary  Information  as  to  the  conclusions  of  the  Synol 
on  this  subject,  and  all  points  connected  therewith.  And  we  expect  this  of  yoa  aO 
the  more,  because  this  Plan  Is  cast  in  such  a  form,  that  we  have  reason  to  bcUevt 
that  It  wni  not  be  distasteful  to  any  of  the  brethren  in  this  dispute  in  the  Mcv 
Netherland  Church,  notwithstanding  your  present  complications. 

We  hope,  meantime,  you  may  dispose  your  minds  thereto  in  brotherly  love,  aad 
that  the  rich  blessing  of  the  Most  High  may  be  upon  yourselves  and  your  holy 
mlnistery.     We  remain  etc.,  etc 

Wm.  Koolhaas,  Dep.  Pratm. 
Peter  Curtenins,  Dep.  Scrlha. 
Amsterdam,  In  Classis,  June  6,  176S. 

P.  S.  We  request  that  the  enclosures  be  sent  to  the  address  of  the  brethren  who 
call  themselves  the  Coetus.  We  should  also  have  sent  hereby  the  Minutes  of  the 
Synod  of  North  Holland,  but  because  this  goes  by  the  way  of  England,  we  will 
send  said  Minutes,  because  of  the  management  of  the  postage,  by  the  next  yeaaeL 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Coetus,  June  6,  1768.   Vol. 

31,  Page  308.      Xo.  186. 

Rev.  Sirs  and  Beloved  Brethren  : — 

As  we  take  nothing  more  to  heart,  etc. 

(This  Is  a  verbatim  duplicate  of  the  preceding  letter  of  same  date,   to  the  Con- 
ferentie.) 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
Eev.  Kuypers. 

1768,  July  18tli.  Art.  2.  The  Kev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteraa 
report  that  having  spoken  to  the  Representative  of  His  lUustrious 
Highness,  and  the  other  Directors  o£  the  West  India  Company, 
they  learned  of  no  new  accusations  against  Eev.  Kuypers  ironi 
their  Estimables;  and  that  the  good  testimonies  of  the  membera 
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of  the  Church  of  Curaooa  are  very  many ;  and  what  was  brought 
against  him  was  much  exaggerated. 

The  Classis  reiterates  its  previous  resolution ;  and  as  no  further 
accusations  have  been  brought  forward,  the  Classis  therefore  de- 
cides that  Rev.  Kuypers  has  been  unlawfully  suspended,  and  ac- 
cordingly must  be  regarded  still  as  the  actual  minister  in  Curaooa* 
liberty  is  therefore  given  him  to  preach.  The  Classis,  however, 
forseeing  that  on  account  of  the  estrangement  of  feeling.  Rev. 
Kuypers  could  not  labor  any  longer  there  (in  Curacoa),  fruitfully, 
18  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  best  to  urge  him  to  seek  his  ecclesiastical 
dismission  here.  The  Rev.  Depp,  are  requested  to  put  forth  every 
effort  that  he  may  obtain  his  salary  up  to  date. 

Further,  they  are  requested  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  the 
Representative  of  His  Illustrious  Highness,  and  of  the  Noble 
Estimables,  the  Directors,  everything  that  may  tend  to  promote 
the  welfare  of  this  foreign  church,  (Curacoa),  so  that  by  such 
good  methods,  candidates  may  be  encouraged  to  give  themselves 
to  the  service  of  that  church.  And  whereas  the  Depp,  have  re- 
ceived word  from  the  Messrs.  Directors,  that  Rev.  Verbe'et  had 
left  his  (oflBcial  church)  services,  and  had  gone  among  the  negroes, 
they  are  requested  to  obtain  further  information  about  this  affair 
from  the  said  Representative  and  the  Messrs.  Directors,     xiv.  160. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.     July  28,  1768. 
Rev.  Washmuth  as  minister  to  East  Indies. 

On  the  recommendation  of  the  Hon.  Messrs.  the  Representative  (of  the  Prince  of 
Orange)  and  the  Directors  of  the  East  India  Company,  there  was  ecclesiastically 
called,  as  minister  to  the  Indies,  Rev.  John  Adrian  Washmut,  candidate  at  Llngen, 
who  is  to  be  examined  In  the  Classis,  or  Synodically. 


Of  Rev.  W.  Kuypers. 

The  Depntles  report  that  they  have  once  more  conferred  with  the  Hon.  Messrs. 
the  Representative,  and  the  Directors  of  the  West  India  Company  in  the  matter 
of  Rev.  W.  Kuypers,  minister,  mentioned  in  the  Acta  of  May  2,  and  Juno  6,  bat 
had  learned  of  no  further  aocnsatlons  nfralnst  blm,  excopt  only  that  some  things 
had  been  read  to  them  in  general  tcrmR.  from  a  letter  of  the  Governor  of  Cnracoa, 
and  of  a  specht  (woodpeclter?)  Wherefore  Classis  continues  to  main  its  previous 
renolatlon  of  June  6.  It  adcnowledges  Rev.  Kuypers  still  as  minister  at  Curacoa, 
and  gives  him  the  liberty  of  preaching  anywhere.  This  shall  be  announced  to 
'talm  by  a  letter  of  the  Rev.  Deputy  Koolbaus.  As  to  the  rest,  the  Deputies  are 
c^oested  to  go  once  more  to  the  Representative,  and  to  the  other  Directors,  to 
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solicit  the  continuation  of  Rev.  Ruypers*  salary,  until  he  shall  bare  recelTed  at 
least  a  proper  dismission  also  from  those  gentlemen.  On  this,  a  report  la  ex- 
pected at  the  next  Classis.     xxIt.  123-5. 


Action  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  July  2t>-Aro.  4-, 

1768.     Article  44,  PP.  42-45,  Vol.  65. 

« 

New  York  and  New  Jersev. 

Their  Hon.  Mightinesses  had  no  remarks  on  the  matter. 

The  Corresponding  Delegates  had  nothing  about  It  In  their  Acts. 

The  Deputies  and   the  Classis   (?)   are   waiting  for  news  from   Amsterdam  antf 
recommend  the  matter  to  the  Deputies. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  has  the  honor  of  reporting  that  the  Comraisslonert 
of  the  ClnKsls  In  the  matter  of  the  Churches  of  New  York  and  surrounding  locali- 
ties had  brought  in  the  following  advice: 

The  Commissioners  on  this  matter,  having  calmly  considered,  on  the  one  hand, 
the  action  taken  by  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  upon  the  advice  of  the  ClasMis^ 
1763,  Art.   . . . ;  and,  on  the  other,  the  real  state  of  things  in  that  English  coloa/      j 
and   in  the  once  Dutch  Churches  there,  as  further  credibly  reported,  think  that      ' 
they    have   well-founded    reasons    to   fear   that    If    that    action    remains   In   force, 
without  limitation  or  modification;  it  will  result  In  the  complete  separation  of  the 
greatest  part  of  the  ministers  and  churches  there  from  the  church  of  Netherlaod, 
and  from  its  pure  doctrine  and  discipline;  and  that  the  minor  part,   wnich  now 
seems  to  be  still  In  favor  of  the  subordination,  will  before  long  be  necessitated  to 
follow  the  same  course.    Thus  the  church  of  Netherland  will  lose  all  coLnectlon 
with  a  daughter,   on   whom   for  more  than  a  hundred  years  so  maeh  eflTort  baa 
been  spent,  and,  to  her  sorrow,  be  obliged  to  see  her  departing  from  the  andeuit- 
purity  of  doctrine,  divided  and  rent  Into  a  number  of  factions.  In  a  land  wher^ 
there  are  very  many  of  all  sorts  of  sects. 

We  shall  first  give  the  reasons  for  our  fear,  and  then  see  whether  any  m 
might  bo  found  to  avert  the  evil  feared,   and  to  keep  the  churches  In  the  p 
Reformed   doctrlue.   In  coimectlon   with   the  church  of  Netherland. 

I.  The  reasons  for  our  anxiety  arc: — 

1.  The  astonishing  increase  of  the  old  Netherland  families  into  a  very  numei 
posterity,  whoso  children  and  children's  children,  since  ♦he  time  when  the  Col 
passed  over  to  the   English,  and  the  English  language  was  Introduced,  have  f 
gotten  and   become  unaccustomed  to  their  mother  ton;?ue  to  such  an  extent  I 
out    of   100,    scarcely    10   can    understand    Dutch,    much    less   speak    it.     There 
among  them  ministers  sent  from  here,  who.  from  now  on,  will  be  of  little  use,  a 
before  long  entirely  useless. 

2.  The  parents  who  have  children  that  are  wide  awake  and  have  desire  for 
studies  and   f(»r   the   Gospel    mlnlslry,   cannot   be  Induced   and   many   have  not  t 
means  to  send  them  to  the  Academics  here.     So.  If  these  want  to  follow  up  th^ 
desire,    thoy   must,    cither   satisfy   themselves    wlrh    the  detlclcut    Insmiction  gi 
by  some  minister  or  other,   or  resort    to  the  Academies  which  have  already 
cstaMlsl'Cd    In   that    country   by    the    Episcopalians,    or   by    such    Presbyterians 
not  blndlnpr  thcn:*<elv<'s  to  Confessions  or  forms,   are  free  to  teach   whatever  tb 
please;   or  join   themselves   to   other   sects.     And    If.    Indeed,   once   In    ten  or  ra 
years,   some   one   or   other   docs   come   over,    such   a   one  does   not   understand 
Dutch  language,  and  cannot  during  the  time  of  his  studying  here  become  so  p 
dent    In    It   as   to    be   able   to   prea'^h    In    It.     Where,    then,    shall   those   n»imere 
churches  look  for  their  ministers.     In  connection  with,  or  through  other  denoroi 
tlons?    Or  must   they  content   themselves  with    hardly  half  educated   naMve 
men? — such   as.    without   regard   to   us.    are   being  examined   and   Qualified  by  o^ 
or  the  other  party  of  Separatists,  to  strengthen  that  party  and  make  the  sepa 
tlon  greater. 

3.  It  Is  to  be  added  that  the  division,  which  already  exists  between  the  Coet 
and  the  Conferentle  brethren,  seems  to  be  growing  Into  a  separation,  which, 
fore  long  will  be  Irretrievable;  for  we  have  been  posltlvly  Informed  that  the  Coet 
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brethren,  separated  from  the  others,  have  already  for  themselves,  apart  from  the 
rest,  requested  and  at  once  obtained  from  the  Governor,  the  Charter,  (Privilege), 
to  establish  an  Academy  In  New  Jersey,  in  which  they  will  probably  appoint 
professors  from  their  own  Assembly.  The  results,  If  such  a  plan  is  carried  out, 
*re  easily  to  be  foreseen.  They  will  be  at,  the  expense  of  the  old  orthodox  doc- 
trine and  tend  to  the  utter  destruction  of  the  connection  with  the  Church  of  Nether- 
land,  which  was  guaranteed  in  Art.  8,  in  the  Treaty  transferring  that  colony  to 
England  in  the  year  1604. 

II.  Such  being  the  state  of  things,  the  Commissioners,  intent  on  means  for 
preventing  the  total  separation  of  those  churches  from  those  of  Netbcrhind  and 
the  decline  of  the  pure  Reformed  doctrine,  have  an  idea  that  those  may  not  be 
unacceptable. 

1.  First  of  all,  a  friendly  and  earnest  letter  ought  to  be  written  to  both  parties, 
to  the  Coetus,  as  well  as  to  the  Couferentle  brethren,  exhorting  them  to  a  speedy 
•nd  perfect  reunion,  by  forgetting  and  forgiving  one  another  everything  that  has 
^©retofore  occurred.  As  a  foundation  for  this,  a  general  statement  should  be 
niade  of  what  the  Rev.  Classis  now  undertakes,  and  ut  the  first  meeting  of  the 
Synodlcal  Assembly  of  North  Holland  will  try  to  get  accepted. 

2.  The  brethren  of  the  Coetus  ought  to  be  exhorted  not  to  be  too  precipitate 
"'^  establishing  a  separate  Academy,  either  in  New  Jersey  or  elsewhere.  While 
^ne  "privilege"   to  do  so,   we  presume,   has  already  been  asked  for  and  ol)taIned, 

he  necessary   funds   will   be  wanting,   as   well   as  capablo   men   for  professors  in 

*■  the  necessary   branches  of  learning  which   cause  an   Academy  to  llouri&h:   es- 

r^^ially   In   a    country    where   several    Academies    have   already    been    founded    by 

Wseopalians  and   Presbyterians,  and  are  In  a  flourishing  condition. 

K  ^  The  question  should  be  suggested   to   both  parties,   whether  it  would  not  be 

«t  to  enter  Into  negotiation   with  the  Directors  of  the  Academy  at   Princeton,  a 

fr,^^^    Situate   in    the    heart    of   that    Province,    which,    as   we    are    informed,    was 

Q^  '/irfec^  by  the  purest  Scotch  Presbyterians;  is  provided  with  a  suflaoipnt  number 

fu   **'**f  Inguished  professors,  the  necessary  rooms,  and  a  good  library,  and  Is  flourlsh- 

^   ^^ith  a  large  number  of  students. 

t^'    T*f4^  object   Is,   not   to   unite  the   Reformed   pupils   with   those  of   the   Presby- 

H^    ^'^^k.    Into   one   body,    and    subsequently    to    make    both    churches   one,    however 

tf^    '^^^^ry  it  is  that  those  two  church-bodies  should  join  hands  for  the  conserva- 

•fj,  «     ^^^    the  doctrine  of  Free  and   Special  Grace;  but,  provisionally,   to  enable  the 

fo|.|^^*^*^8  of  the   Coetus  and   Conferentle  brethren,   united   In  one  body  of  the  Re- 

fUre*.    ^^*^     Church,   which   Is  called    the  CalvInlstIc  Church   th^re.   to  attend   the  lec- 

Sor^  *  10  Literature,   Languages,   History,   Philosophy,   etc.,  given   by  those  profes- 

5^  -»^^  ^**  ^^^  already  there. 
^xr*.^^  *^t  then  there  ought  to  be  chosen  one  or  two  professors  to  teach  Didactic, 
Acji. -^  ^^ ^ '<*«!  «nd  Polemic  Theology,  etc.  For  this  purpose  the  Directors  ot  those 
We  ^.^^^^^ies  ought  to  be  asked  to  concede  one  or  two  lecture  rooms;  a  Thing  which 
call  ^2^  *^^e  good  rea.«!on  to  hope  the  famous  Dr.  WItherspoon,  who  has  now  been 
■^x^X^^^  there  from  Scotland  as  "Rector  Magnlflcus  Perpetr.us".  would  help  to  bring 
ttu^^J^*  Under  these  Professors  of  Theology  the  students  will  be  obliged  to  have 
adt^-^^*^^  two  or  three  years,  before  they  can.  upon  showing  good  testimonials,  be 
be  «-*.-w*^**^  ^^  *"y  examination.  As  such  professors,  Netherland  scholars,  ought  to 
laik^^  ^^^sen  of  well  tried  erudition  and  orthodoxy,  holding  inviolably  to  the  Nether- 
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Qf  "^orms  of  Unity,  and  that  on  favorable  terms;  for  which  positions  some  one 

^^        ^-bier    desiring    them    might    be    recommended. 

p^-^^      *^    would    also    be    an    excellent    thing    if    a    Lector    were    appointed    for    the 

^^^^•^''^Re  of  teaching  and   lecturing  In  the   Netherland   language,   in   order  to  keep 

-p^^         Innguage  aliw  as  !!in«*h  ms  »  n?!siblo.     These  provisional  arrangpments  can  sub- 

*H^^^Xitly  be  extended  and  amplified,  when  a  sufficient  Fund  shall  have  been  found 

^^  *     As    regards    the    special    Church    Government — that    must    first    and    foremost 
^ased  on  the   Netherland   Confession  and   Church   Order,   with  Bubscription  of, 
'^    firm   adherence  to   the   Forms   of  I'nlty, 

^be  closest  union  of  the  Church  there  with  that  of  Netherland,  as  her  Mother, 
"^'^st  remain  Inviolable,  and  be  maintained  by  frequent  friendly  correspondence. 
*be  word  "Subordination",  which  in  that  country  is  exce<»dlngly  odious,  and  ha§ 
Vconjo  the  pretended  cause  of  the  great  dlsruy»tIon,  ought  to  be  softened  and 
Changed  to  that  of  "Close  Union",  provided  the  present  Coetns  brethren  also 
drop  the  names  of  Classis  and   Synod. 
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At  the  Bame  time,  those  numerous  churches  should  be  allowed,  first,  to  divide 
themselves,  by  districts,  into  several  smnll  Assemblies,  under  the  n.-nn^*  nf  Pon- 
Tentus,  In  which  ministers  and  eiders  of -neighboring  charches  may  come  togetber^ 
three  or  four  times  a  year,  more  or  less  fre<iueutly,  as  clrcumsinnceH  uia.v  re- 
quire, to  transact  business  pertnlulng  to  their  churches;  and  then,  there  ought 
to  l)e  held,  once  a  year,  a  general  Coetus,  constituted  of  delegates  from  the 
particular  Conventus:  and  to  this  Coetus  alone  should  be  given  the  liberty  of 
conducting:  prefniratory  and  final  examinations,  and  further,  of  qualifying  minis- 
ters, on  condition  that  at  least  one  Theological  Professor  shall  have  a  seat  and  a 
vote  In  that  Coetus. 

For  the  preservation  of  the  connection  with  our  Church,  that  Coetus  ehal!  each 
year  send  over  to  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam  the  Acts  of  the  Coetus,  and  show 
Itself  disposed  to  accept  in  love  the  parental  and  fraternal  deliberations,  advices 
and  counsels  of  the  Mother  Church,  and  to  conduct  itself  accordingly  na  far  as 
possibl**.  All  this  is  with  no  other  object  than  that  of  preserving  the  purity  of 
Doctrine   and   the  Church   Order. 

This  advice,  the  Commissioners,  salvo  mellori,  think  1o  be  the  best  m4*ans  for 
preserving  the  connection  of  that  Church  with  our  Church,  and  for  preven'Ing  Its 
C'  niplete  separation  therefrom.  We  submit  this  rough  **Plan  (of  Union)  to  the  Rev. 
Assembly.  If  it  should  be  approved.  It  will  have  to  be  polished  up  somewhat, 
and  dressed  up  with  reasons,  for  the  Rev.  Classls  to  present  It  at  the  next 
Synod,  so  as  to  make  it  there  the  more  acceptable,  and  to  get  It  confirmed  by  the 
Synod's  approval. 

Done  this  April  28,  1768;  and  signed  by  G.  Kulenkamp,  D.  Longevllle,  A.  Banrt,^^ 
Ger.  Stoesak,  Wilhelmus  Koolhaas.  Peter  Curtenlus.  Hermanns  Van  Loo. 

The    Commissioners    were    thanked    for    their   trouble,    and    the   ClassU  adopt 
the  advice  reported,  and  agreed  to  lay  the  same  on  the  table  of  the  Syntd, 
to  ask  the  Commissioners  to  the  Synod  to  urge  It  and  make  It  acceptabl*^  there. 

This  proposition  of  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam  was  taken  for  reference 
all  the  members. 

Church  of  Xew  York. 
The  Third  Building,  Fulton  st. 

New  York,  Aug.  23rd.  1768. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Resolved,  That  Jno.   de   Peyster  collect   the  arrears  of  the  subscription  Hat  t 
building  the  Third  Church,  and  receive  therefor  six  pence  per  pound.     Also  that 
vault  be  made   In   the  Third  Church   for  a  burying  place  for  the  ministers,  the 
wives  and  children. 

Likewise  is  the  Treasurer  ordered  to  pay  .Tohn  Brouwer's  account  for  the  cushio; 
In  the  seats ;  also  the  interest  to  Mr.  Van  Antwerp. 

Signed  etc., 

Arch.  Laidlle,  p.  t.  President 

Acts  of  the  Clas.sis  of  Amsterdam. 

Synodalia,  1768. 

Xew  York  and  Xew  Jersey.     Art.  45.     Inseratur  the  resolv 
tion  of  Classis  regarding;  the  churches  in  Xew  Xetherland,  iipo 
the  proposal  of  our  Committee  ad  res  Exteras,  adopted  June 
of  this  vear.     xiv.  170. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  of  the  Classis  ok  Amstehdam,  Sep. 

1768. 

Rev.  Warmoldus  Kujpers.  minister  on  Curacoa,  appeared  at  the  meetlnis. 
Ing    (ditmisaai?)    from    that    church    and    from    that    Classls. (?)     Thereopon 
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^*Pntlea  ad  Res  Exteras  having  been  heard,  they  reported  that  no  further  accnsa- 

~<*Hb  against   the   said   Rev.    Kulpers   had   been    brought   forward.     Thereupon    the 

^^''".  Assembly  resolved  to  grant  him  his  dlsmlRsal.     This  not  being  fully  satlsfac- 

^?Jy  to  his  object,  he  showed  the  terms  as  stated  In  the  clta?  Classis.    Further,  the 

~*Putles  were  requested  to  go  again,  and  earnestly  urge  the  gentlemen 

^  secure  the  full  salary  of  Rev.  Kuypers^  until  the  time  that  he  was  dismissed  by 
^«  Classis. 

About  the  CnuROiiEs  of  New  York. 

The  Deputies  to  the  Synod  report  that  they  had  recommended  to  the  Synod,  held 

^'*  year  at  Enkhuysen,  the  Plan  for  the  improvement  of  the  affairs  of  the  New 

^ork  churches,  but  that  the  particular  members  had  not  deemed  themselves  quallfled 

o  come  to  8  final  decision  thereon.     Therefore  the  same  was  taken  by  the  Classes 

r^    referendum,   and   the   Deputies  ad  banc  causam  are   requested   to  communicate 

^/s  fact  to  the  Coetus  and  to  the  Conferentle  Brethren  In  two  similar  letters,  so 

^    to    take  measures  at  once  in  accordance  therewith. 


Vol.  xxiv.  pages 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Rev.  Warmoldus  Kuypers. 

^^68,  Sept.  5th.  Art.  2  ad  2.  He  being  still  minister  on 
^**«icoa,  he  requests  his  dismissal  from  this  Classis,  (church?) 
was  granted,  and  the  clerk  was  directed  to  give  him  a  proper 
The  Deputies  are  further  requested  earnestly  to  urge 
IMessrs.  Mapores  (i.  e.  the  Directors,)  to  secure  him  his  salary 
the  time  that  he  shall  have  been  given  his  dismission  (i.  e. 
the  church),     xiv.  177. 


New  York. 

rt.  4  ad  4,  of  the  regular  Classis,  June  6,  1768.     The  dele- 

s  ad  Synodum  report  that  the  proposal  (of  this  Classis)  was 

d  acceptable  (palatable)  to  that  body,  but  that  the  Classis  took 

^he  subject  ad  rrferendum.     Whereupon  the  Rev.  Kulenkamp 

^gested  whether  it  were  not  expedient  that  notice  be  given  to 

Coetus  and  Conferentie  at  New  York,  of  the  substantial  con- 

^  of  the  report  (pre-advice)  of  the  Committee  of  the  Classis 

this  business  of  the  churches  of  New  York ;  with  the  additional 

ormation,    that   the    Classis,   in   pursuance   of   its   resolution 

pted  on  June  G,  of  this  year,  brought  this  pre-ad\nce  before 

"^  Synod,  and  had  put  forth  its  endeavors  to  make  it  palatable 

^re;  but  that  the  respective  Classes  had  taken  it  up  ad  refer- 
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endum;  and  also  witli  the  request  that  if  the  Coetus  or  Con- 
ferentie,  should  have  any  remarks  to  make  on  the  substantial  con- 
tents  of  that  pre-advice,  that  they  would  please  to  let  the  Classis 
have  their  suggestions  as  earlv  as  possible;  and  in  the  meantime 
to  further  harmonv  and  })cacc  among  the  brethren,  and  to  leave 
the  matter  in  statu  quo.  Tliis  proposition  was  changed  into  a 
resolution  of  Clapsis.     xiv.  177,  17S. 

Acts  of  tiik  Classis  of  Amsteedam.     October  3,  176S. 

W'armoldus  Kuypcrs. 

The  Deputies  report  that  to  their   request  of  the   Directors  of  the   West   Indii 
Company  for  pa3'menf  of  the  full  salary  of  Rev.  Kuypers  until  the  day  of  his  dif- 
mission  by   the  Classis,  they  had  received  no  other  answer  than   that  their  Noble 
Estimables  asked  for  a  copy  of  the  Uesolutlon  of  Classis  adopted  on  this  matter. 
Thereupon    the    Rev.    Classis   resolved    that   the    Deputies    shall    also    read   It    (the 
Classical  resolution)   to  them,  but  not  hand  it  over;  especially  as  this  is  the  first 
instance  that  ever  the  Kast  or  West  India  Company  has  examined  any  copies  of 
our  Acta.     They  will  continue  also  to  insist  upon  the  payment  of  the  salary  ondJ 
Rev.  Kuypers  was  dismissed  by  the  Classis. 

Whereas  the  said  Rev.  Kuypers  has  now  obtained  through  the  Classis  a  proper 
dismissal  from  his  office  on  Curncon,  ho  has  been  further  called  as  Pastor  of  tbe 
two  combined  churches  of  the  Vlakte  [Flats]  and  Red  Hook  in  the  Prorlnee  ot 
New  York,  and  been  invested  with  that  oliice  by  this  Classis.  |v^ 

Rkgauding  tkk  Cuurches  of  Xew  York. 


^ 


Ns 


There  wore  read  and  approved  two  letters  almost  exactly  alike,  for  the  O 
and  Conft»rcntie  Hrethrcn  In  New  Netherland,  drawn  up  according  to  the  resole*  *-^*^ 
of   the   precoding  Classis.     These  are   to  be  found   in   the   Record  Book,   Noa. 

and  ISS. 

A<;t.s  ok  Till-:  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
Kev.  I  Wakmoldus]  Kuypers. 

17G8,  Oct.  ord.  Art.  1  ad  2.     The  Rov.  Dopp.  ad  res  Exte 
report  tliiit  tlioy  liiivc  conferred  witli  the  Xoble,  the  Estima 
Messrs.  the  Ixoprcsojitative  of  TTis  Illustrioifs  Ili^hncss,  and 
other  Directors  of  tlie  West  India  Conipanv,  and  state  that  t 
havG  learned  from  their  Xoble  Estimables  only  this,  that  thi 
Xoble  Estimables  requested  a  copy  of  the  Acts  of  this  Classis  ( 
this  subject). 

The  Classis  deeidos  tliat  it  is  l>est  to  request  the  Rev.  Depp, 
act  as  follows:  That  inasmuch  as  no  resolution  of  the  Classis 
ever  been  given  to  the  ifessrs.  Directors,  the  Rev.  Depp,  sh 
only  read  the  resolution  of  the  Classis  to  the  Noble 
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the  Gentlemen,  if  they  demand  it.     They  trust  that  their  Noble 

Sstimables  will  content  themselves  with  having  it  read  to  them; 

and  that  they  "will  put  forth  every  effort  to  secure  the  salary  of 

Rev.  Kuypers,  according  to  the  previous  Acts  of  the  Classis. 

As  to  Rev.  Verbeet  they  have  received  no  new  account,     xiv. 

180. 

LETTEJt  TO  THE  CoNFEBENTIE,  AXD  TO  THE  CoETUS. 

Art.  5.  The  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  read  two  letters  of 
almost  exactly  the  same  contents,  one  to  the  Confercntie,  and 
one  to  the  Coetus.  These  were  approved  for  forwarding,  xiv. 
181. 

The  Classis  of  A^isterdam  to  the   Coetus   of  New   York, 

Oct.  3, 1768.     Vol.  31. 

^.  sirs  and  Much-beloved  Brethren   In   Christ : — 

1.  Both  yoar  letters  to  us,  dated  respectively,  Oct.  7th,  1767,  and  April  12,  (22?) 

•1708,  came  to  hand  in  due  time.     From  these  we  gather  with  Joy  the  determlnatioo 

^  jour  hearts  to  continue  to  deal  with  us  as  brethren.     In  evidence  that  in  this 

''"^Pect,  we,  on  our  side,  do  not  wish  to  be  found  faulty,  we  send  herewith,  a  second 

^^«.    to  you  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  held  In  the  year  1767, 

^'■icti  we  hope  will  safely  arrive  at  their  destination,  as  did  former  copies. 

^'    We  are  sorry  that  we  have  not  yet  been  able  to  respond  to  the  open  calls  sent 

^  ''•by  you.    The  reasons  of  our  failure  are  not,  as  you  suspect,  that  the  friends 

^^>«v.  Meyer  have  hindered  us,  by  any   invitations  or  slanders,  from  providing 

>rs  for  the  vacant  churches;  or  that  the  foolish  threatenlngs  of  the  unfortunate 

Van  Hoevenberg  could  exert  any  influence  upon  us,  to  deprive  churches,  which 

"eatly  long  for  pastors,  of  the  so  necessary  services ;  but  the  only  and  entire 

>n  Is.  because  hitherto  no  persons  have  offered  themselves  to  us  to  take  charge 

^^ch  churches,  although  we  are  In  hope  of  soon  being  able  to  send  over  a  pastor 

^^lats  and  Red  Hook.     We  shall  also  keep  a  watch  to  provide  for  the  vacancy 

llngston  as  well  as  other  vacant  churches. 

But  what  now  relates  to  the  principal  business,  that  of  the  division  which  has 

Mg  continued  between  the  brethren  in  New  Netherland :  We  think  we  cannot 

?)  at  present  cut  short,  what  otherwise  we  might  feel  called  upon  to  answer 

*■  In   detail,   in   reply   to  your   honored   letters,   with   the   supplements  thereto, 

rhat  shall  immedldtely  follow:   (We  write  the  same,  at  the  same  time,  to  the 

iren  who  called  themselves  the  Conferentie.) 

^      Since  we,  In  our  previous  letter,  as  early  as  June  6th,  of  the  present  year, 

Ived,  we  hope,  by  you),  gave  some  hint  of  a  Plan   (of  Union)   conceived  by 

Tor  the  promotion  of  the  desired  Union  of  the,  to  our  grief,  still  divided  and 

^  ^  rent  Brotherhood :  and  since,  if  these  divisions  continue,  in  the  midst  of  a 

1^     *^^itude  of  sects  and  persuasions,  the  effect  on  the  upbuilding  of  Ck>d's  Church 


lese  Provinces  must  be  disasterous :  therefore,  we  feel  bound  to  give  a  further 
^^"^^^^^imt,  not  only  of  our  progress  in  the  matter,  but  of  the  import  and  details  of 

^^«    As  to  the  first,  we.   In  presenting  our  Plan  to  the  Christian   Synod,  showed, 

^^oncIusive  arguments  drawn  from  the  present  state  of  things,  that  some  change 

^^^Xild  be  made  In  the  resolution  of  the  Synod-  of  1763,  and  so  the  means  of  remedy 

^     •ecnred. 

^»  Oor  Plan,  having  been  read  In  the  Synod,  was  laid  on  the  table  for  further 

itlon.     But  It  obtained  the  approval  of  the  Hon  OommUsarii  poliiici,  and 
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they  urged  the  respective  Classes  to  convert  It  at  once  Into  a  resolution  of  Sjnod. 
But  the  delegates  of  the  respective  Classes  excused  themselves  on  the  crroond  that 
they  could  not  take  final  action  on  a  question  of  such  importance,  and  with  which 
they  had  not  been  charged  by  their  constituents,  but  that  they  must  take  the  aamt 
ad  referendum,  so  as  to  bring  the  resolution  of  their  Classes  to  tlie  Qynod  the 
following  year.     So  the  matter  remained  undecided  for  one  year. 

7.  Meanwhile  we  neither  will  nor  may  leave  you  In  uncertainty  in  regard  to  the 
actual  contents  of  our  IMan.  We  lay  it  down  as  a  basis  that  nothing  la  more 
becoming  and  necessary  than  that  the  two  parties  now  divided  shall  come  together, 
the  sooner  the  better,  in  the  closest  bonds  of  love,  sincerely  forgiving  and  forgetting 
what  has  been  done  by  either  party  in  the  past. 

8.  And  while  we  perceive  that  you    (the  Coetus  party)   are  Immovably  fixed  In 
your  purpose  of  establishing  n  separate  College,  and  we  have  been  informed  that 
the   Governor   has  already    granted   you   a   Charter,    (Nov.    10,    1766),    giving   pei^ 
mission  to  establish  it  in  New  Jersey,  we  are  neither  able  nor  desirous  to  hinder 
this,    supposing    that   you,   as    wise   and   prudent    builders,   have   counted    the   cost 
beforehand,  and  that  you  have  found  among  you  funds  sufficient  not  only  to  begin 
and  to  establish  a  College,  but  also  to  maintain  it ;  and  that  you  have  the  means 
to   provide   such    a   newly-established    College   with    worthy    Professors,    who   tliaJi 
give  proof  of  their  abilities,  each  one  in   his  department,  and  be  renowned  in  it 
This  is  certainly  necessary  for  the  success  of  a  new  College  in  a  country  when 
several  Colleges  have  already  been  founded  and  which  are  in  a  flourishing  oonditlcii^ 
But  we  cannot  approve  of  your  undertaking  of  such  a  work  separately  from  your 
other  brethren  of  the  Confcrentie,  for  we  can  see  sad  consequences  from  this  coarsa 
If  our  fraternal  counsel  still  has  influence  with  yon,  then  consider  whether  <If  i 
College  among  you  is  absolutely  necessary),  it  be  not  better  that  the  entire  Brotbe^ 
hood  assembled  in  one  body  should  enter  Into  friendly  negotiations  with  the  Trof' 
tees  or  Directors  of  the  already  flourishing  Scotch  Presbyterian  College  at  Prince 
ton;  not   to   unite   these   two  ecclesiastical   bodies  in  one,    (although,  otherwise  it 
seems  necessary  that  these  two  Assemblies  should  Join  hands  in  the  defence  of  thi 
doctrine  of  particular  and  free  grace),  but  to  make  Joint  use  of  any  of  the  Acadeor 
leal  rooms  as  Auditorla.     Thus  the  students  of   the  Reformed  Churches  might  at 
once  obtain  the  benefit  of  the  instructions  of  the  I'rofessors  in  Literature,  History* 
Languages,  Philosophy,  etc.  and  then  the  united  brethren  would  need  only  to  choo* 
provisionally  one  or  two  Professors  to  teach  Thcoloj;y.  Didactic,  Polemic,  ExejretACi 
etc,  according  to  the  fundamentals  of  our  Reformed  doctrine;  and  In  our  opli^^** 
the  brethren  would  do  best  to  choose  on  favorable  conditions  such  theologians  f  r"** 
the  Netherlands  as  have  proved  their  learnlDK,  piety  and  orthodoxy,  and  are  fir*^j. 
attached  to  the  Netherlands'  Formulas  of  Unity   (or  Standards).     For  this,  wc"- 
requested,   would   do   all    in   our   power,   to   recommend  qualified    persons.     Furt^^  ' 
students  should  have  studied  two  or  three  years  under  these  Professors,  and  rece^ 
satisfactory  testimonials  from  them,  before  they  should  be  admitted  to  an  exsm  ^     . 
tion.     A    Lector  also   might  be   appointed    if   necessary,   to   instruct    in   the  Dt^ 
language  so  that  it  might  be  kept  alive  as  much  as  possible.     We  need  not  tell    -^ 
how  much  expense  would  by  this  means  be  saved,  or  that  you  might  in  your  cont^  ,-ire 
obtain  funds  sufllcient  for  such  arrangement  far  more  easily  than  you  could  se^'      .^. 
enough  for  the  establishment  of  an  entirely  new  Academy;  and  as  the  funds 
creased,  the  limits  of  the  work  could  be  extended. 

9.  But   as    to    Church    government,    we   hold    most   firmly    this   ground   that 
Netherlands  Confession  of  Faith  and  Crhurch  Order,  with  all  besides  that  belo 
to   the   Formulae  of   Uniformity,   must  be  subscribed,   and   that   the   closest  urn- 
must  continue  between  the  Churches  of  your  Province  and  our  Netherland  Mot 
Church  :  and  also  that  the  same  shall  be  maintained  through  friendly  and  frater^' 
correspondence. 

10.  And.    indeed,    since    the    word    "  Subordination,'*    which    the   Synod   and 
Classis  have  hitherto  used,  has  become  offensive  to  some,   (although  we  have  ne- 
understood  it  as  implying  an  absolute  dependence  of  the  foreign  churches  on  u* 
everything),  we  are  willing  to  modify  the  same,  and  to  call  it  a  "  Close  Union 'V 
which   you   stand    to   the  Netherland    Mother   Church.     Still,    we   can   never 
to  your  Particular  and  General  Church  Asspmlillea  the  titles  of  Classical  and  S.ti»-' 
Icai  Assemblies,  without  a  violation  of  our  Church  Constitution.     But  to  give  pf^ 
of  our  indulgence,  we  will  allow  the  widely  scattered  churches  to  form  themsel' 
according  to  the  situation  of  the  districts,  into  several  smaller  Assemblies  ub' 
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<the  name  of  **  ConTentus,'*  In  which  the  ministers  and  neighboring  churches  may 
eome  together  three  or  four  times  a  year,  (more  or  less  as  the  case  may  require), 
to  act  upon  matters  affecting  the  highest  interests  of  their  churches.  Moreover, 
if  It  should  be  thought  well  to  hold  every  year  a  General  Assembly  under  the  name 
of  Coetus,  consisting  of  delegates  from  each  Conventus,  we,  so  far  as  we  are  con- 
cerned, (the  Synod  of  North  Holland  approving),  would  gladly  grant  the  long 
desired  liberty  to  admit  to  preparatory  and  final  examinations,  and  to  further 
qualify  the  lawfully  called,  on  the  condition  that  at  least  one  Professor  of  Theology 
■hall  always  have  a  seat  and  vote  in  the  Coetus. 

11.  The  Coetus  should  in  order  to  maintain  this  *'  Close  Union  **  with  the  Nether- 
land  Churches  and  our  Classis,  acknowledge  its  obligation  annually  to  send  its 
certified  Minutes  to  our  Classis,  show  itself  inclined  to  accept  in  a  spirit  of  love 
the  fatherly  and  brotherly  instructions  and  counsels  of  the  Mother  Church,  and  to 
follow  them  as  far  as  may  be  possible,  having  no  other  aim  than  the  maintenance 
of  purity  of  doctrine  and  the  Church  Order,  and  the  harmony  and  edification  of 
the  brethren. 

12.  Behold,  dearly-beloved  brethren,  how  the  Classis  is  ready  to  lay  aside  its 
dignity,  and  see  whether  this  effort  may  not,  by  God's  blessing,  become  the  meant 
of  uniting  in  sincere  love  the  sadly  divided  brethren,  who  are  one  with  us  in  the 
Reformed  worship  and  doctrine.  Would  that  a  pitifully-wasted  Babel  might  be 
changed  into  a  true  Philadelphia ! 

13.  You  will  from  this  readily  gather  our  sentiments,  and  you  will  have  oppor- 
tunity to  take  this  Plan  into  mature  and  dispassionate  consideration,  while  you, 
with  us,  await  the  action  of  the  Church  Synod. 

14.  It  remains  for  us  to  express  our  wish  that  our  efforts  may  be  blessed,  and  that 
the  richest  blessings  may  be  granted  to  you  and  the  churches  committed  to  your 


In  the  name  and  by  authority  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 

Wllhelmus  Koolhaas,  Dep  01.  p.  t.  pres. 
Petrus   Curtenlus,    p.   t.    Clerk. 
October  8,  1768. 

(There  seems  to  be  some  confusion  in  the  paragraphs  relating  respectively  to  the 
Coetus  and  Conferentie,  probably  due  to  the  Recording  Clerk.  This  and  the  fol- 
lowing letter  were  intended  to  be  substantially  the  same,  yet  some  paragraphs 
are  especially  applicable  to  the  one  party,  and  some  to  the  other.  Paragraphs  1 
and  2  and  a  part  of  8,  certainly  relate  to  the  Conferentie;  while  the  rest  relate 
•peclflcally   to  the   Coetus.     B.  T.   C.) 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Conferentie  of  New  York, 

Oct.  3,  1768.     Vol.  31,  Page 

Her.  Slrs^  and  Much  Beloved  Brethren  : — 

Both  your  letters  to  us,  dated  respectively,  Oct  7,  1767,  and  April  12  (22?) 
Z768,  etc.,  etc 

(This  is  a  substantial  duplicate  of  the  preceding  letter ;  but  see  note  attached  to 
the  preceding.     E.  T.  C.) 

P.  8.  After  closing  the  above.  Rev.  Warmoldus  Knypers  was  appointed  by  the 
Classis  as  pastor  for  the  united  congregations  of  the  Flats  and  Red  Hook,  and 
Installed  to  that  service.  We  hope  he  may  arrive  safely,  and  bring  with  him  a 
^ich  Gospel  blessing. 

Chukch  of  New  York — Vaults. 

New  York,  Oct,  18th,  1768. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God*s  name. 

The  Indentures  were  sealed  for  the  vault  of  Herman  Wlnkelaar  and  Feltman ;  for 
Ulch.  Gouvemenr;  of  Joseph  Meeks;  of  Philip  Livingston  and  Pleter  Remsen,  In 
Dutch  street:  also  of  Phil  Livingston  and  Pleter  Remsen  for  the  rear  of  No.  83; 
and  of  Edward  Lourler  for  the  front  Ordered  that  the  Treasurer  pay  the  Interest 
on  his  bond  to  Mr.  Gerrlt  Abeel. 

Signed, 

J.  Bltsema,  p.  t  President 
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Special  Trustees  for  the  Special  Revexues  of  the  Xorth 

Church. 

New  York,  Oct.  20tli«  1768, 

Since  the  condition  of  tbe  Third  Church,  now  named  the  North  (Charch), 
demands  particular  care  above  what  is  common  with  the  Elders,  Deacons  and 
Church  Masters  hitherto  in  use  (office)  :  Resolved,  That  two  persons  be  chosen 
under  the  name  of  Trustees,  who  alone  shall  have  care  o^er  the  revenues  of  the 
church,  whether  from  seats  sold  or  hired,  or  from  collections;  to  preserve  them 
faithfully  for  the  payment  of  the  debts  according  to  Consi8tor7*8  resolution ;  and 
also  of  the  burial  grounds.  For  this  purpose,  Jakobus  Roosveit,  Jr.  and  John 
de  Peyster  were  appointed  in  the  expectation  that  they  would  render  the  servlct 
gratis,  and  give  account  from  time  to  time  according  to  desire  of  Consistory. 

Resolved,  That  the  seal  of  our  corporation  be  affixed  to  the  instrument  con- 
taining the  agreement  of  the  Church  with  this  City,  for  the  grounds  bought  is 
the  Vlakte. 

Signed, 

J.  Ritsema,  p.  t.  President 


New  York,  Nov.  4th,  1768. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on'  God's  name. 

The  necessity  of  taking  upon  interest  at  six  per  cent,  £1500.  more,  in  order 
finish  the  North  Church,  on  the  same  condition  as  the  £1500.   (taken  before), 
stated  to  the  Consistory.     Thereupon  it  was  unanimously  agreed  to  take  up  £1 
from  Mr.   David  Clarkson :  £400.  from  Mr.   Gerrit  Rapalye  and  Samuel   Johnson 
and  £100.  from   Mrs.   Annatye  van   Dyck.     Bonds  for  the  same  were   signed 
sealed  by  order  of  Consistory,  and  delivered  to  Mr.  Isaac  Roosevelt 
Also,  Lyda,  wife  of  Isaac  Blanck,  was  taken  as  a  poor  person. 

Signed, 

J.  Kitiema,  p.  t  PresldeBt 


Second  English-Speaking  Minister  to  be  Called. 

New  York,   Dec.   20th,   1768. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Mr.  Gerrit  Unppolye  and  Jakob  Duryee  presented  a  petition  signed  by  membe: 
and  other  well  wishers  of  our  Church,  requesting  the  Consistory  to  call  a 
E^nglish  minister  for  our   congregation   on   the  same  footing  as  domlne  Archibalr 
Laidlie.     They  recommended,  especially  if  the  required  qualifications  are 
Mr.  John  H.  Livingston,  at  present  a  student  of  Theology  at  Utrecht 

A  second  request  was  presented  by  Mr.  Gelyn  van  Gelder  and  some  others, 
the  purpose  of  calling  Mr.  Livingston  for  English  preaching  might  be  so  far  aJ 
as  that  he  should  preach  also  in  the  Dutch  language. 

The   Consistory    having    considered    the   matter,    answered    that    they    were  no* 
satisfied  with  Mr.  Livingston's  fitness  to  preach  in  Dutch,  yet  there  was  no  obj 
tion  to  it;  if  on  Mr.  Livingston's  arrival  here,  he  was  found  to  have  the  ability 
he  might  preach  also  In  Dutch. 

The  first  petition  was  unanimously  accepted.  It  was  resolved  to  execute 
same  at  the  first  opportunity.  Therefore,  also,  lists  should  be  made  with  p 
headings,  as  was  done  when  the  subscription  was  made  for  domine  Laldlle. 

Mr.  Abraham  Lott  took  it  upon  himself  to  make  the  lista     The  following  we; 
chosen  to  carry  them  around.     For  the  first  list :  Jakobus  Roosevelt,  Jolin  Do 
and  William  de  Peyster.     For  the  second  list:  Frans.  Marschalk,  Richard  Bancker 
Jas.  Beekman.     ITor  the  third  list :  Dirk  Schuyler,  Ernst  Bancker,  Isaac  Stoutei 
berg.     For  the  fourth  list :  Luk.  Romme,  Zach.  Sikkelse  and  Chrystoffels  Steymei 
Also  all  have  liberty  to  take  any  of  the  Consistory  that  they  deem  ne< 
aid. 

Signed  etc., 

Lambertus  de  Ronde,  p.  t  Prss. 
1768.     First  Methodist  Chapel  in  New  York  City. 


imX 
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Other  Items,  1768. 

Jan.  6.     John  Arbo,  Secretary  of  the  Moravians,  to  Sir  Wm. 
Johnson.     Doc.  Hist.  X.  Y.  4to.  ed.,  iv.  236. 

Feb.  1.     Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospel  to  Sir  Wm.  John- 
Bon.     Doc.  Hist.  K  Y.  iv.  237. 

March  21     Corporation  of  Albany  to  Rev.  Wheelock.     Doc. 
Hist  N.  Y.  iv.  238. 

April  8.     Rev.  Mr.  Wheelock  to  the  Corporation  of  Albany. 
Doc.  Hist.  K  Y.  iv.  239. 

JMay?    Rev.  Mr.  Barton  to  Sir  Wm.- Johnson.       Doc.  Hist. 
N.  Y.  iv.  240. 

Aug.  5.     Mr.  J.  W.  Brown  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.     DocBBst. 
r.  Y.  iv.  241. 

-Aug.  26.     Hugh  Gaine  to  Sir  Wn.  Jol  ison.     (Indian  Prayer- 
k>ok).     Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  i^ .  242. 

Sept.  8.     Sir  Wm.  Johnson  to  Hugh  Gaine.     Doc.  HSst.  N.  Y. 
-.   243. 

Sept.  17.     Hugh  Gaine  to  Sir    Wm.    Johnson.       Doc.    Hist. 
".  Y.  iv.  243. 

Oct.  16.     Memorial  of  Rev.  Mr.  Wheelock.     Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y. 
•   244. 

Oct,  17.     Caveat  of  Revs.  Jacob  W.  Johnson  and  Rev.  David 
^exy;  two  New   England  missionaries,   against   his  Majesty's 
iT8  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.     Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  iv.  246. 
^ct.  19.     J.  W.  Brown  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.     Doc  Hist.  N.  Y. 


ct.  ?     Rev.  Jacob  W.  Johnson  to  Sir.  Wm.  Johnson.     Doc 
ti  N.  Y.  iv.  246. 
ct.  20.  Position  of  Rev.  Jacob  W.  Johnson  defined.     Doc. 
-^t;.  N.  Y.  iv.  246. 

^^ct.  22.     Rev.  Jacob  W.  Johnson  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.     Doc. 
^t.  N.  Y.  iv.  247. 

Oct.  30.     Rev.  Jacob  W.  Johnson  to  the  Commissioners.     Doc. 
^t.  K  Y.  iv.  248. 
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Oct.  31.  Speech  of  Eev.  Jacob  W.  Johnson,  to  be  delivered  to 
the  Six  Nations.     Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  iv.  248. 

Nov.  19.  Hugh  Gaine  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.  (Indian  Prayer 
Book).     Doc.  Hist.  K  Y.  iv.  249. 

Nov.  24.  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  to  Gen.  Gage.  Doc.  Hist,  If.  Y. 
iv.  249. 

Nov.  28.  Dr.  Shnckburgh  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson,  (Indian 
Prayer  Book).     Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  iv.  250. 

Dec.  6.  Mr.  Brown  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.  Doa  Hist.  N,  Y.  iv. 
251. 

Dec.  10.  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  to  Gen.  Gage.  Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y. 
iv.  251. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.     Jan.  10,  1769. 

Warmoldns  Kuypers. 


The   Depntles   reported,    that   on    October   4,    alt,    they    met   the    Hon.    Ifi 
Directors  of  the  West  India  Company  and  prepared  themselves  to  read  the  reso/o* 
tlon  of  Classis  adopted  in  the  Case  of  Rev.  Warmoldus  Kuypers,  annonncfng  tbat 
they  had  no  orders  to  hand  it  over.     Thereupon  they  were  immediately  requested 
to  step  outside.     Subsequently,  having  been  called  in  again,  it  was  annoancetf  (o 
them  by  the  Representatives  of  his  Illustrious  Highness,  that  the  Directors,  havliif 
been  rendered  unable  to  Judge  the  case  further,  desired  in  no  wise  any  readlof  (^ 
the  Acta  of  Classis.     Also  the  Deputies  have  not  been  permitted  to  learn  of  »bj 
further   resolution,   upon   their  renewed   request  for  the  payment  of  Rev.  Knypen 
salary  until  the  day  of  bis  dismission  by  Classis. 

The  Classis  requested  the  Deputies  to  investigate  the  former  Acta  of  the  Cludi 
and  discover  how  far  the  right  of  tbe  Messrs.  Directors  extends  In  the  matter  of 
Benefices.  And  inasmuch  as  the  Investment  of  ReT.  Ellis,  on  June  1,  1707,  tf 
Pastor  on  Curacoa,  in  the  place  of  Rev.  Kuypers — which  It  is  learned,  is  tlrctdf 
effected  by  the  Directors,  although  it  has  not  yet  been  presented  before  CltMli  to 
be  made  ecclesiastical,  nor  has  It  even  been  made  known  to  the  Classis — to  enter  <« 
in  the  most  amicable  manner  upon  negotiations  about  this  with  the  Hon. 
Directors,  or  with  the  Hon.  Representative.  Finally  to  write  to  the  Conilito 
of  Curacoa.  that  Classis  feels  very  deeply  on  the  subject  of  the  treatment  foUovi 
by  the  consistory,  both  in  regard  to  Rev.  Kuipers,  as  well  as  In  the  case  of 
new  calling  of  Rev.  Ellis,  and  that  hereafter  no  Acta  of  Synod  shall  be  sent  th< 

Further  the  appointment  by   Hon.  Messrs.    (Directors?)    of  the  Suriname  Colon, 
in  favor  of  Rev.  John  Christopher  de  Cros,  minister  at  Leyden,  as  minister  thei 
was  sent  to  him,  together  with  an  ecclesiastical   call ;  and  he  shall  be 
peremptoir  at   the  April   Classis. 

xxlT.  128-180. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

(Rev.  W^vrmoldus  Kuypers.) 

The  Depp,  report  their  action  with  r^ard  to  the  Messrs. 
Directors  of  the  West  India  Company  about  Eev.  Kuypers. 

17G9,  Jan.  10th.  Art.  4  ad  1.  The  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Extents 
report  that  on  October  4th  they  called  upon  the  Messrs.  Directors 
of  the  West  India  Company  and  showed  themselves  ready  to  read 
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the  resolution  of  Classis  in  the  case  of  the  Eev.  Kuypers.  They 
added  that  they  were  not  directed  to  hand  it  over.  Thereupon 
they  were  requested  to  withdraw,  (stand  without).  On  being 
again  called  within,  it  was  announced  to  them  by  the  Hon.  Repre- 
sentative of  His  Hlustrious  Highness,  that  the  Directors  were 
unable  to  judge  further  on  this  matter,  and  therefore  did  not  at 
all  desire  to  hear  any  extract  read  from  the  Acta  of  the  Classis. 
Moreover,  upon  the  renewed  request  for  the  payment  of  the  salary 
of  the  Rev.  Kuypers  until  the  day  of  his  dismission  by  the  Classis, 
the  Rev.  Depp,  had  not  been  enabled  to  learn  of  any  further 
action,  (lit.  decision). 

The  Classis  asked  the  Depp,  to  examine  the  former  Acta,  and 
to  ascertain  how  far  the  right  of  the  Messrs.  Directors  in  the  call- 
ing (of  a  minister)  extends ;  also,  since  the  appointnwjnt,  made  by 
the  Directors,  of  Rev.  Ellis,  has  not  yet  been  made  known  to  the 
Classis  in  order  to  be  made  ecclesiastical,  (the  Deputies  are  re- 
quested) to  enter  most  amicably  into  negotiations  with  the  Messrs. 
Directors  about  this;  and  further,  to  write  to  the  Consistory  at 
Curacoa,  that  tlie  Classis  was  deeply  moved  at  the  manner  in 
which  the  Consistory  had  acted  both  in  regard  to  the  (suspension 
of)  the  Rev.  Kuypers,  and  in  the  calling  of  Rev.  Ellis ;  and  that 
for  the  present  no  Acta  of  the  Synod  shall  be  sent  to  them.     xiv. 

183. 

Church  of  New  York. 

Pews  in  the  North  Church.     The  Psalm  Look.     Harpending  Coat- 

of-Arms. 

New  York,  March  20th,  1769. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

A  plan  of  the  floor  of  the  pews,  and  also  of  the  gallery  pews  In  the  North 
Oj^rch  was  presented,  with  an  appraisement  of  the  yearly  rent.  This  was  referred 
V>  tbe  Elders,  Jakobus  Roosevelt,  John  Bogart,  Anthony  Ten  Uyck,  Eyert  Hancker, 
%nd  Pleter  Keteltas;  with  the  Deacons,  William  de  Peyster,  Jas.  Beekman,  Is. 
Htoutenberg  and  Jeremiah  Brower,  as  a  committee  to  see  if  the  appraisement  is 
^ght:  otherwise  to  allow  the  same  and  report  to  the  consistory  for  approval. 

It  was  stated  that  there  was  still  on  band  000  bound  copies  of  the  Psalm  book, 
%iid  between  400  and  500  unbound.  On  account  of  the  high  price,  it  was  Resolved, 
^bat  tbe  former  should  be  sold  for  eight  shillings  and  the  latter  for  six. 

It  was  proposed  that  tbe  "Arms*'  of  Mr.  Jno.  Harpending*  in  tbe  Old  Church 
■boald  be  copied  in  an  appropriate  manner,  and  the  copy  hung  in  the  North  Church 
above  the  pulpit. 

•This  Pulton  St.  church  was  built  on  land  of  Flarpendlng,  who  bad  given  a  plot 
of  land  to  the  church  in  1723.  This  Coat-of-Arms  continued  to  bang  over  tbe  Pulpit, 
In  tbls  church,  ontll  its  demolition  in  1875,  and  Is  well  remembered  by  the  writer. 
B.  T.  C 
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Resolved  that  the  foregoing  committee  execute  this  in  the  best  manner. 

The  Church  Masters  brought  in  a  list  of  vacant  seats  in  the  New  Church,  whl^ 
was  referred  to  the  above  named  committee  for  enquiry. 

The  request  of  Mrs.  Welp  was  agreed  to.  She  desired,  as  arrears  on  tte 
catechising  and  her  services  to  the  consistory,  £10.  up  to  this  day.  She  U  to  atata 
in  the  next  meeting  what  she  desires  in  the  future,  yearly,  to  make  the  caterhlriag 

free. 

Arch.  Laldlie,  p.  t.  Prealdflat 

CORRESPONDENCK  FrOM  AmKRICA. 

Rev.  John  Kitzoina  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  ^farch  21,  1769. 

Vol.  33,  page  153,  seq.     Xo.  414. 

[This  letter  Is  written  In  the  third  porson.  it  having  been  composed  with  a  view 
of  having  it  adopted  by  the  Conferentie.  But  olrcurastances  prt»vent«?d  thia.  The 
latter  part  represents  the  Final  Attempt  of  Rev.  Ritzema  to  secure  Claaalcal  endocss- 
ment  for  the  Professorship  in  Kings  College.] 

Very  Kev.,  tilghly  Learned  and  Greatly  Honored  Fathers  and  Brethren  In  Christ:— 

Our  failure  to  receive  an  answer  to  our  last  letters,  which  were  accompanied  with 
the  Proceedings,  [of  the  Conferentie,  of  Oct.  6,  7,  1767],  prevented  os  during  the 
past  year  (1708)  from  holding  a  [Conferentie]  Assembly;  and  especially,  becansa 
we  received  a  letter  last  September  [1768]  from  the  Rev.  Classis.  in  which  a  Plaa 
[of  Union],  which  originated  in  Holland  was  made  known  to  us;  and  this  is  to  he 
laid  before  the  High  Rev.  Synod,  upon  whose  decision  we  must  now  await. 

We  also  find  ourselves  favored  by  the  arrival  of  Rev.  Warmoldus  Kuypers,  after 
a  dangerous  voyage  of  seventeen  weeks.     We  have  high  hopes  that  he  will  be 
adapted  to  his  mission  here.     We  heartily  thank  you  for  your  Revs,  missive  of  Oct 
3rd,  with  the  Acts  of  the  Synod  of  1767,  with  a  duplicate  copy,  and  a  package 
received  three  days  later. 

Since  the  High  Rev.  Synod  holds  no  meeting  before  the  close  of  July,  we  invited 
the  brethren  who  live  In  the  vicinity  to  meet  together  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  Mty. 
in  order  to  inform  you.  Rev.  Sirs,  of  our  Ideas  on  that  Plan  [of  Union],  before  it 
may  be  amended   by   Synodical  resolutions.     We  hope  and  expect  that  this  got 
communication  will  reach  you  In  time. 

Proposed  Plan  Op  Union. 

First:    We  recognize  with  all  due  gratitude  the  seal  of  your  Revs.,  In  seeki 
devise  a  Plan,  from  whatever  source  It  may  have  originated,  which  may  te 
remove  the  great  Schism  which  exists  among  us,  and  for  the  promotion  of 
among  the  brethren  in  our  churches.     We  cannot,  however,  believe  that  the 
Classis  and  the  High  Rev.  Synod  Intend  to  make  us—who  have  so  often  shown 
selves  to  be  the  supporters  of  the  Netherlsnd  Church  Constitution,  and  npbo! 
of  the  ancient  condition  of  our  Church  In  this  part  of  the  world,  and  defeude 
the  orthodox  doctrine,  and  for  which,  to  our  sorrow  and  the  grief  of  our  hearts 
have  become  objects  of  great  abuse  and  scorn:  for  there  are  rumors  that  all 
efforts  are  to  bo  nulllfled,   notwithstanding  we  have  been  called  by  the  com 
people  who  adhere  to  the  Coetus,  "papists",  and  preachers  of  the  letter  and 
of  the  spirit,"  etc.— we  cannot  believe  that  you  intend  to  make  us  to  subord 
ourselves  to  the  assumptions  of  the  people,  and  thus  make  all  our  efforts  Ineffec 
and  fruitless,  as  well  as  our  watchfulness  for  orthodoxy  and  good  order,  witl^- 
whlch  everything  will  go  to  ruin. 

Or.tecttoxs. 

Secondly:     We   therefore   desire   that   your  Revs,    will   be   pleased   to  take  ioto 
earnest  consideration  the  following  points: 

1.  As  to  the  proper  banis  of  a  mutual  forgiveness  which  shall  be  Just  and  upright, 
etc.     On   this  point  we  ofl^er  the  following  for  consideration:— Would  not  a  xnei* 
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mutnal  forglYeness  oTertbrow  everything  for  which  we  have  striven?  Would  it 
not  be  giving  up  the  entire  question  invoived  in  this  whole  dispute?  We  acknowl- 
edge that  it  is  our  duty  honestly  to  forgive  and  forget  all  our  personal  injuries,  and 
we  are  sincerely  willing  to  do  this.  But  if  we  have  been  guilty  of  any  wrong  acts, 
they  ought  to  be  pointed  out  to  us;  for  if  they  are  not,  then  the  guilty  and  the 
innocent  are  simply  placed  on  the  same  level. 

But  passing  this  by.  Rev.  Sirs,  please  give  me  the  privilege  to  remind  you  again, 
that  this  dispute  is  not  concerning  any  mere  personalities.  That  such  things  may 
have  come  In  during  the  dispute,  as  elements  of  human  wealcness,  we  will  not 
deny,  nor  will  we  plead  entire  Innocence  for  ourselves  therein;  but  these  are  only 
Incidental  circumstances.  But  our  dispute  is  concerning  the  Constitution  of  our 
Church.  They  claim  that  they  (the  Coetus)  have  the  right  to  ordain.  We  deny 
this.  And  In  this  denial  we  have  been  frequently  Justified  by  the  Rev.  Classis; 
and  must  we  now  entirely  give  up  our  contention?  Must  we  be  considered  as  hav- 
ing been  altogether  in  the  wrong?  Did  not  the  Classis  and  the  Synod  from  time 
to  time  forbid  the  Coetus  to  ordain?  And  have  they  not  recently  again  brought 
Into  the  ranks  of  the  ministry  four  more  men,  who  officiate  with  them  as  min- 
isters? and  is  not  this  done  against  the  wish  and  desire  of  a  great  portion  of  those 
churches  where  they  ofHclate?  These  desire  no  other  ministers  than  those  sent  by 
the  Kev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  or  tho.«e  ordained  by  their  order.  And  must  the 
names  of  these  men  stand  In  the  ** Ministerial  Register",  and  we  give  them  the 
hand  of  fellowship,  and  accept  of  their  unlawful  introduction  Into  the  ministry  of 
the  Church? 

In  our  last  meeting  but  one,  we  thought  we  had  laid  down  a  better  basis;  that 
we  had  therein  exhibited  many  signs  of  love,  which  would  help  on  a  Reunion;  but 
they  cast  them  all  aside.  We  therefore  think  that  we  cannot  come  down  any  lower 
on  our  side  without  giving  up  everything.  We  sent  these  terms  to  your  Revs.  In 
the  report  of  our  last  (Conferentie)  Assembly,  and  we  must  believe  from  your  last 
letter  to  us,  that  It  was  placed  on  your  table. 

Queens  College  Charter. 

2.  Concerning  that  Charter  which  has  been  obtained  [by  the  Coetus]  for  the 
eetabllshment  of  a  separate  Academy  In  the  Jersles;  or  the  alternative,  looking 
toward  the  Scotch  Presbyterian  Academy  In  Princeton,  having  there,  one  or  two 
Professors  of  Theology,  etc.,  we  would  remark:— 

(1)  That  we  heartily  acknowledge  that  the  latter  is  a  thing  which  is  possible  of 
accomplishment;  while  the  erection  of  an  Academy  for  ourselves  seems  at  present 
impracticable;  and  that,  therefore,  the  Rev.  Classis  has  Judged  correctly  on  this 
matter. 

(2)  Yet  we  al.so  believe,  that  when  the  Rev.  Classis  is  as  thoroughly  informed 
abont  all  the  circumstances  as  we  are,  that  she  will  decide  that  the  one  scheme  is 
ae  Impracticable  as  the  other. 

W'e  speak  thus  concerning  that  Charter  which  has  been  obtained  [by  the  Coetus], 
although  we  have  never  seen  the  document,  and  for  this  reason  we  cannot  Judge 
exactly  about  It.  But  Domlne  RItzema  received  a  communication  from  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  Jersles,  In  which  he  says,  thnt  In  the  giving  of  that  Charter,  he  was 
deceived  by  those  who  sought  it.  He  thought  that  the  request  came  from  the 
Netherland  churcbes  which  stood  in  their  old  subordination  [to  the  Classis  of 
Amsterdam^]  Rut  his  Excellency  has  now  found  out  the  contrary,  and  for  this 
reason,  will  not  be  in  a  very  great  hurry  in  forwarding  It. 

A  good  friend  even  assured  his  Rev.  [RItzema]  that  his  E.xcellency  had  granted 
It  more  out  of  spite  to  the  Presbyterians,  in  order  not  to  favor  their  Academy. 
And  as  to  the  Charter  Itself,  what  is  it  worth?  It  is  indeed  an  accomplished  fact, 
but  no  location  is  yet  determined  on  where  that  Academy  shall  be  erected.  Domlne 
Goetschius,  cum  suls,  wants  it  at  Hackensaok,  and  has  already  begun  the  erection 
of  a  house  for  It  there,  but  which  he  is  unable  to  finish.  Domlne  Leydt.  cum  suls, 
wants  It  on  the  Raritan.  So  already  they  are  divided  into  two  parties  concerning 
its  location.  Domlne  Goetschius  has  already  started  a  Latin  School,  and  appointed 
his  wife's  brother  as  a  Latlij^- teacher.  He  has  also  located  a  second  Lntin  teacher, 
two  or  three  English  miles  distant,  in  order  to  have  the  school  sufficiently  near 
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for  tho  benefit  of  the  children's  board.  Domine  Leydt  with  his  party  ba«  done  like- 
wise on  the  Uaritan;  and  Domine  Verbryck  Is  going  to  start  a  similar  school  at 
Tappan.  Rut  we  much  doubt  whether  all  this  will  result  in  building  a  Babel  or  a 
Philadelphia:  we  give  it  over  to  the  Judgment  of  wise  men.  Besides,  there  Is  no 
endowment  for  either  of  these  schools.  All  must  yet  be  obtained  by  sollcltatioo 
either  In  this  land  or  elsewhere.  They  act  as  if  true  religion  were  In  danger  of 
perishing.  Rut  very  likely  the  motive  Is  no  other  than  this:  the  Church  of  England 
has  an  Academy:  the  Presbytedans  have  one  also;  and  why  should  we  be  behind 
them?  But  can  any  one  lovingly  give,  and  from  a  God-fearing  principle,  to  such  t^ 
cause? 

Proposed  Union  With  Press yterlans. 

But   now   let    us   consider  the   plan   of   union    with   the   Presbyterians   In  tb^^ 
Academy.     To  have  an  arrangement  there  for  our  Professor  of  Theology  would     ^j^^ 
a  matter  of  no  little  Importance  to  them,  even  If  such  union  should  be  of  onl^    g 
local   character.     Rut    we   do   not    think    that    those   brethren    who  have  got  tln^at 
Charter  for  themselves,  will  easily  give  up  their  idea  and  surrender  their  "Privi- 
lege" as  they  call  It.     But  neither  can  we  believe  that  the  Presbyterians  will  c^on- 
sent.  at  present,  to  such  a  Plan,  since  they  are  already  supplied  with  Professon 
of  Theology.     Thoy  have  now  six  Professors,  according  to  their  custom,  and  tbese 
would  then  be  without  so  much  to  do.     There  are  some  among  us  who  would  like 
this  union,  Twlth  Princeton],  but  we  doubt  not  that  a  large  number  would  be  dis- 
pleased therewith. 

Predicted  Effects  of  an  American  Classis. 

3.  And  now  concerning  Church  Government,  fif  we  haye  such  an  Academy  B^ 
a  Classtsl.     Would  wo  not,  then,  entirely  fall  away  from  the  Netherland  Chnrcli* 
It  would  necessarily  be  so,  as  your  Revs,  have  supposed.     But  what  about  tb*^ 
hateful  word  "Subordination**,  on  account  of  which  we  have  been  obliged  to  saff*' 
so  much?     It  Is  proposed  to  change  this  Into  some  sort  of  "Close  Union".     '^^ 
fear,  however,  that  the  result  would  be  found  to  be  the  breaking  off  of  all  UnH**^ 
We,  also,  formerly  thought  that  "a  Close  Union"  might  be  well,  as  we  Intlms^ 
to  the  Classis,  and  that  we  should  call  ourselves  "An  Assembly  of  Ministers  uo< 
the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.**     And  although  we  would  rather.  In  order  to  be  ^^^Z. 
tinguisbod  from  those  who  call  themselves  "Tho  Coetus**,  that  body  not  being 
subordinate   Coetus   which   was  formerly  established   here — [to  be  called  by  s^^^ 
other  name],  yet  we  are  willing  to  be  called  by  that  hated  name,  rather  than 
receiving  a  new  name,  to  break  the  union  which  now  connects  us  with  the  Xetl** 
land  Church. 

For  are  not  church-members  subordinated  to  the  Consistory?  and  Consists 
to  the  Classis?  and  again,  the  Classis  to  the  Synod?  And  why  should  we  t 
Amorlcnn  churches!  not  remain  subordinated  to  the  Rev.  Classis,  by  which 
have  boon  conimlsslonod,  and  watched  over  with  so  much  love  and  care?  ^^^  '^j 
Classis  has  always  watched  over  us;  so  that  we — In  opposition  to  that  spirit  ^^^^t 
Independoncy,  whloh  claims  also  to  bo  Its  own  lord,  saying,  we  will  not  come  (^  ^^  ^yj 
to  you— so  that  wo,  although  amid  much  opposition,  are  left  alone;  but  we  ^^  _^  ^. 
adhere  firmly  to  tho  Classis.  And  this  Is  our  special  duty,  inasmuch  as  our  vC^^  ^.mT"^' 
istors,  and  all  our  pnbllo  documents  aro  pitched  to  this  key,  vl«..  ministers  accc^  ^ 

ing  to  tho  Nothorlands  (^hurch,  and  of  that  Church  as  conformable  to  the  Syno^^    __   ^ 
Dort,  ICIS-IO.     It  Is  also  In  this  light  that  those  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
us,  as  woll  as  the  Indopond<»nts  and  all  other  donomlnatlons. 

4.  If  tho  Rov.  Classis  reject  any  of  tho  recommendations  of  the  Classical 
Synodlcal  Assemblies,    then   we  also  reject  thom  for  ourselves.     For  those  recC^ 
mondatlons  bring  an  independent  authority  with  them  to  conduct  examinations,,  ^^^^^ 
ordain   and   depose  ministers,   etc.;  and   with  such  authority,  our  Union   with 
Nothorland   Church   would  quickly  cease. 


-tro 


Formerly,  with  tho  consent  of  the  Rov,  Classis,  we  had  our  Coetus  divided  l^ 
Circuits,    ^Rlnjron),    on    account    of    the   groat    distances    of   the   different   ***^^*^T^^ 
These  could  more  easily  ]>o  convened  In  case  of  any  urgent  business,  and  the  Co9^^^^ 
could  abide  by  their  action. 
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that  Is  subsequently  proposed,  In  order  to  maintain  oar  close  Union  and 
Ip  with  the  Netherland  Church,  we  heartily  approve;  but  we  cannot  omit 
88  our  doubts  respecting  the  propriety  of  an  unlimited  privilege  in  such  a 
to  examine  and  ordain.  We  would  see  no  danger  in  this,  if  we  were  sup- 
th  Professors  of  Theology;  but  then,  we  would  prefer  to  be  obliged  to 
the  privilege  for  so  doing  from  the  Rev.  Synod.  But  as  long  as  we  have 
>88ors,  we  do  not  consider  it  safe  for  us  to  have  this  authority.  Therefore 
it  better  remain  on  the  old  basis,  even  as  it  has  again  been  determined  In 

Christian  Synod  of  North  Holland,  in  1767.  in  reference  to  the  churches 
delphia. 


IT  OF  A  Professorship  of  Theology  in  Kings  College. 

Is  our  duty  carefully  to  guard  the  doctrine  of  "Free  and  Special  Grace." 
trine  is  the  pivot  on  which  everything  turns,  and  over  which  your  Revs., 
we  think,  also  ourselves,  have  kept  a  constant  watch.  It  Is  for  this  reason 
1  direct  our  attention  to  the  Scotch  Presbyterians  and  their  Academy  at 
n.  On  this  subject  we  would  offer  the  following  considerations: 
I  not  this  doctrine  have  a  greater  influence  in  this  part  of  the  world,  If  we 
rofessor  of  Theology  of  our  own,  as  your  Rev.  Classis  suggests,  but  In  that 
Academy  or  College  in  New  York.  For  that  object  Domine  Ritzema.  the 
ilnister  of  the  Dutch  Church  in  the  City  of  New  York,  already,  as  early  at 

1755.  obtained  an  "Additional  Charter",  for  special  advantage  to  his  own 
itlon.  That  congregation  alone  was  to  have  this  privilege  [of  appointing 
)fessor],  to  the  exclusion  of  all  others.  Of  this  College,  his  Rev.  Is  one  of 
ernors.  [Trustees].  This  honor  we  gratefully  acknowledge,  although  it 
one  of  the  chief  causes  of  our  lamentable  schism  [into  Coetus  and  Con- 
]  For  Rev.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen  [of  Albany],  now  long  since  deceased, 
ovoked  to  wrath  by  this  circumstance,  seeing  that  he  himself  was  excluded, 
ip  all  the  congregations  in  both  the  Provinces  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey, 
Ilsh  an  Academy,  Classis,  etc.,  for  themselves.  This  Is  well-known  to  the 
issis,  and  It  need  not  be  enlarged  upon  again. 

will  probably  oppose  us  In  this,  because  that  is  an  Episcopalian  Academy, 
Bmment  of  which  Church  differs  from  ours,  more  than  does  that  of  the 
?resbyterlans;  that  the  Governors  or  Regents  of  that  Academy  are  mostly 
Splscopal  Church,  etc.  But  we  answer:  Are  not  their  Articles  of  Faith 
orthodox  as  ours?  And  Is  there  not  found  among  them  at  the  present 
large   number  of  ministers,   who  teach   the  doctrine  of  Free  and   Special 

And  even  if  many  fail  to  preach  that  doctrine,  is  not  this  the  case  also 

(resent  Scotch  Church?     At  any  rate  their  best  ministers  make  complaint 

very  subject,    saying  that  there  is  a  general  decline  in  orthodoxy;  and  a 

of  books  which  dally  come  under  our  eyes  testify  the  same. 

Indeed,  true,  that  most  of  the  Governors  [of  this  New  York  College]  are  at 

members  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  if  a  vote  should  depend  upon 
Ines,  they  could  outvote  us.  But  we  venture  to  say  that  such  a  party 
as  never  yet,  to  our  knowledge,  manifested  Itself,  and  very  probably  may 
leed  to  be  feared.  For  those  Governors  are  among  the  first  and  most 
ible  people  of  our  o\iy  and  of  our  whole  land.  They  consist  of  the  Cover- 
he  Province,  the  Members  of  the  King's  Council,  the  Judges  of  the  Courts 
ce.  the  Rector  of  the  English  Church,  [Trinity],  the  Senior  Dutch  minister, 
le  French,  the  I*resbyterian  and  the  Lutheran  ministers.  We  need  not, 
e,  grently  concern  ourselves  with  such  fears.  And  then,  also,  that  "Addl- 
?harter"    expressly    requires   that    the   Professor   [of   Theology]    shall    be   a 

of  the  Dutch  Church,  and  that  he  must  teach  the  doctrines  of  the  Nether- 
lurch,  according  to  the  Synod  of  Dort.   1618-10. 

►el  like  pressing  this  scheme  the  more,  because,  In  this  English  Acsdemy  in 
►rk,  even  as  In  [that  Institution]  In  I»hiladeiphla,  there  Is  no  Professor  of 
y.  For  this  reason,  the  English  Church  labors  under  the  same  dlflficultles 
Dutch  Church.  Their  young  men  who  are  sent  from  here  to  England  to  be 
1,  are  utterly  unskilled  In  Theology;  yet  they  will  not  send  them  to  any 
American]   Academy.     But    by    the   proposed   arrangement,    if   carried   out. 
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we  might  accompllsb  much  for  the  common  good  of  our  American  Zlon,  tj  hav- 
ing a  prudent  and  wcll-qualifled  Professor  of  our  Church  [In  that  Institution.] 

Three  or  four  years  ago,  Domine  Ritzema,  who  alone  had  the  opportnnity  to  act 
with  vigor  in  this  matter,  obtained  the  consent  of  his  fellow  Governors,  that  we 
should  call  such  a  man,  as  the  Charter  requires,  from  Holland;  one  who  had 
studied  and  been  trained  there;  and  he  should  be  sent  by  the  Rev.  Clussls.  The 
Governors  promised  to  give  him  £200.,  ($500.),  a  year,  and  we  should  do  the 
same;  so  that  be  should  have  a  salary  of  £400.  This  would  be  Jnst  the  same  In 
amount  as  that  of  the  President  of  the  College.  If  this  matter  should  now  be 
pressed  by  the  Classis  and  the  Synod,  we  doubt  not  that  we  might  jet  set  It. 
And  such  a  I'rofessor  would  be  sufficient  for  the  entire  necessities  of  the  Church, 
although  we  do  not  Intend  to  force  all  the  other  churches  to  send  their  stndentt 
to  New  York. 

The  Dutch  Church  [of  New  York]  has  never  been  willing  to  take  advantage  of 
this  provision,  and  now,  perhaps,  she  is  less  ready  than  ever.  Yet  she  «?an  never 
expect  of  the  Governors  lof  that  College]  that  she  should  have  the  rtght  to  nomi- 
nate or  appoint  such  Professor,  and  that  his  salary  should  be  paid  entirely  by  the 
Governors.  Even  the  Church  of  England  in  this  city,  [Trinity  Church]  has  no 
special  prerogatives  whatever  in  that  college.  Nevertheless,  it  Is  required  that  the 
President  of  the  College  should  always  be  a  member  In  communion  with  the 
Church  of  England;  but  all  other  Professors  or  Teachers,  are  chosen  without  any 
such  condition,  and  may  be  of  any  denomination.  From  this  it  appears  that  the 
Dutch  Church  has  a  privile;?e  therein  above  all  other  churches. 

Now  we  only  say  these  things  to  show  the  benefits  which  would  accrue.  If  we 
would   only   lay  aside  all   our  prejudices,   and   really  strive  to  establiffh   the  Pare 
Doctrine,   by  cultivating  peace  and  unity  In  the  Church,  and  good   citlzeui?blp  1b 
the  State:  doing  nothing  above  our  powers,  and  not  making  ourselves  a  bnrdeo  oi 
others.     Such   is  the  Plan   we  ought  to  adopt.     If  all  those  foolish   things  which 
have  l^een  done  by  the  "separated  brethren",  could  be  brought  before  their  eye* 
by   the   Rev.    Classis  and   Synod,   It   might   have  the  desired  effect.     For  wotwJtfc- 
standlng  all  those  who  may  grieve  over  it,  the  English  Church  will  be  the  domfoAflt 
one  In   this  Province.     And   that   church   has  always  shown  Itself   friendly  to  »S 
those    who    held    fast    to    the    Netherland    Constitution.     We    could    even   at  the 
present  time,  substantiate  this  statement  by  a  multitude  of  facts. 

Heboid,  then.  Rev.  Gentlemen,  Fathers  and  Brethren  In  Christ,  that  which  ve 
have  considered  It  to  be  our  duty  to  comninnlcate  to  your  Revs.  We  pray  tint 
the  F'ather  of  lights  may  grant  yoti  all  needed  grace  and  prudence,  to  perform 
wisely  what  you  are  now  undertaking  In  our  behalf,  and  that  it  may  rcdonnd  to 
our  salvation. 

This  letter,  written  thus  f!»r.  I  bad  meditated  by  myself  alone,  with  the  intra- 
tlon  of  placing:  It  before  the  fConferentlel  Assembly,  for  their  approbation.  Bot 
learnine  that  the  Coetus  ministers  had  circulated  the  letters  received  by  ^^^^ 
and  had  openly  read  them  from  the  pulpits;  and.  especially,  that  they  had  copied 
those  two  points  about  the  duty  of  "Reiinion",  and  of  "mutually  forgiving  ^^f^' 
thing",  and  also  of  the  probable  right  to  examine: — I  thought  it  good  to  send  I 
copy  of  this  letter  to  the  brethren,  Fryenmoet,  Cock  and  Rysdyck,  with  a  reqnMt 
to  send  me  their  written  approbation  of  It;  and  then  In  conjunction  with  ['"* 
approbation  of]  the  Long  Island  ministers,  to  send  It  ofT,  so  that  no  one  sbouW 
know  anything  about  our  remarks.  But  since  an  unexpected  opportunity  prewnti 
Itself  to  send  It  to  Amsterdam  at  once,  I  take  the  liberty  of  sending  it  simply  i> 
the  expression  of  my  own  opinion;  with  the  promise,  that  If  brethren  differ  tron 
me  in  anything,  or  have  any  additional  views  to  offer,  to  remit  these  at  once  ^^ 
all  fidelity.     But  I  do  not  think  they  will  dlflfer  materially  from  me. 

The  Church  of  Kingston  earnestly  desires  a  minister;  so  also  does  the  Clinrcn 
of   North    Branch.    [Readlngton].     I    yet   hold   the  call  of  that   Church  to  ^<*^^^ 
Aemllius  in  my  house,  and  have  authority  to  give  it  to  any  minister  sent  W  ^"* 
Classis.     Three  or  four  new  congregations  have  been  established,  and  theae  W 
never  yet  had  a  minister.     They  look  with  dread  at  the  expense  of  sendinir  ^^  * 
minister  to  Holland,  yet  they  are  able  to  provide  a  good  annual  support.     I'  " 
Rev.    Classis    should    think    it    well    to    send    over    three    ministers,    who  ^''^  ° 
burdened  with  household  effects  and  a  family,  they  would  cheerfully  bear  1^* 
of  the  voyage,  and  1  will  guarant*»e  them  a  good  settlement.     Otherwise,  we  ** 
that  the  Coetus  will  appoint  men  to  such  churches,  and  settle  them  there. 
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I  desire,  moreover,  that  this  letter  be  read  publicly  In  the  Synod,  that  the  whole 
Netherland  Church  may  become  acquainted  with  oar  circumstances,  and  may  under 
stand  that  our  differences  are  not  of  a  personal  character;  but  that  thoy  touch 
tbe  very  Constitution  of  the  Netherland  Church;  that  we  are  strivtntj  with 
brethren  who  have  departed  from  Ler  principles,  and  who  are  of  an  Independent 
spirit.  They  are  generally  Inexperienced  In  the  word  of  righteousness,  to  say  no 
more,  and  lightly  bring  everything  Into  disorder,  and  wish  to  rule  In  everything 
according  to  their  own  pleasure.  We  make  this  request  so  that  no  occasion  may  • 
be  required  for  us  to  defend  ourselves  before  the  High  Rev.  Christian  Synod. 

Having  prepared  this  statement  out  of  pure  love  for  the  truth,  I  hope  that 
tbe  Rev.  Classls  will  kindly  take  it  to  heart.  And  If  anything  herein  seems  to  be 
too  bold,  and  unbecoming  to  me,  who  am  one  of  the  least  of  the  Brethren,  but 
a  genuine  well  wisher  of  our  American  Zion,  please  pardon  me,  and  make  such 
use  hereof,  according  as  your  High  Rev.  wisdom  shall  dictate. 

I  am  with  greatest  esteem.  Rev.  Sirs,  Fathers  and  Brethren  In  Christ, 
"  Your  Revs.  D.  W.  Servant  and  Brother, 

Joannes    RItzema. 
New  York,  March  21,  1769. 

(Entered,    No.    4141.?) 

Church  of  New  York. 

New  York,  March  29th,  1769. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Since  a  committee  was  formerly  appointed  to  overlook  the  bonds  of  the  church. 
And  the  consistory  is  not  aware  of  their  report :  Resolved,  That  two  Elders  shall 
examine  the  minutes  in  the  Church  Book,  and  if  still  in  service,  shall  do  the  work 
And  make  the  report  to  the  Consistory.  And  hereafter  every  year  a  new  committee 
of  the  Elders  shall  be  appointed  for  this  purpose.  For  the  present  Bvert  liancker» 
Pteter  Keteltas,  and  Ab.  Lott  are  appointed. 

Resolved,  That  a  call  be  made  out  upon  Mr.  Livingston,  now  at  Utrecht,  upon 
the  same  footing  as  that  upon  domlne  Laidlle,  and  that  it  be  sent  to  the  Deputati  ad 
re9  e^teras;  and  besides,  to  request  the  English  ministers  at  Amsterdam.  Longuer- 
Ttlle  and  Grierson,  to  determine  together  concerning  the  externals  of  Mr.  Livingston, 
And  especially  his  voice,  whether  he  could  be  heard  in  a  full  congregation,  or  ii 
otherwise  unsulted  to  accomplish  the  object  of  the  consistory ;  and  that  domlne 
Ritzema  be  appointed  to  prepare  the  draft 

Arch.  Laidlie,  p.  t  President. 

On  the  30th  of  March,  [1769]  the  Consistory  being  held  again,  the  written  call, 
with  an  accompanying  letter  to  the  gentlemen  empowered  to  take  charge  of  it,  was 
Approved.  It  was  subsequently  given  to  domlne  Ritzema,  who  was  requested  to 
write  out  a  fair  copy  in  time  to  be  forwarded  tomorrow. 

Call  to  Rev.  John  II.  Livingston,  now  at  Utrecht. 

The  approaching  completion  of  our  Third  Church  called  the  North  (Church), 
obliges  the  Consistory  to  look  around  for  a  suitable  minister  to  perf  )rm  service 
there,  along  with  the  one  now  established  In  the  Second,  otherwise  called  the  New 
Church,  in  English. 

Hence  It  Is.  that  on  the  20th  of  March,  a  day  on  which  we  recall  with  pleasure 
the  happy  arrival  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Archibald  Laidlie  in  our  body  (In  1764),  the 
Consistory  unanimously  refsolved  to  make  out  their  call  upon  you  for  a  fourth 
minister  In  their  Congregation,  and  the  Second  in  the  English  tongue. 

Since  you  are  no  stranger  in  our  Jerusalem,  we  have  no  need  to  relate  circum- 
stantially the  state  of  our  Congregation.  The  call  of  domlne  Archibald  Laidlie  and 
his  single  service,  out  of  the  four  held  In  the  two  churches,  but  limited  to  the  New 
Church,  at  the  usual  time  of  worship  on  the  Ix»rd'8  day ;  that  this  limitation  com- 
pels those  who  are  not  masters  of  the  Dutch  to  resort  to  other  churches  in  the 
afternoon,  or  to  be  with  out  public  worship ;  that  this,  we  say,  has  awakened  the 
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leal  of  many  to  make  their  contrlbotlong  for  the  erection  of  a  Third  Church,  lotended 
only  for  the  Reformed  worship  In  English,  which  under  the  blessing  of  Heaven  is 
nearly  completed,  is  proof  enough  of  the  earnestness  of  the  Congregation,  and  of 
the  necessity  of  a  colleague  for  domlne  LaldUe,  especially  in  the  Bngliab   tongoa 
Shall  the  sheep  under  our  care  be  compelled  to  seek  pasture  among  strangers?    Shall 
our  excellent  church  building  be  erected  in  yaln?    A  minister  therein  is  abeolotely 
necessary.     You   have   gone   from   us   to   complete   your   studies   in    the   renowned 
Academy  of  Utrecht,  and  we  have  hope  that  you  have  already  become  a  candldttt^ 
and,  therefore,  are  In  a  condition  to  be  called.     We  offer  then  this  our  call  In  tlie 
name  of  the  Congregation,  who,  by  subscription,  have  strengthened,  and  daily  mart 
and  more  strengthen  us,  to  give  a  sufficient  yearly  support. 

1.  The  service  required  of  you  Is  to  preach  with  domlne  Laidlle  in  the  tbofi 
mentioned  churches  In  English,  twice  a  week,  either  on  the  Lord's  day  or  once  In  tbf 
week ;  yet  you  are  not  excluded  from  occasionally  rendering  service  in  the  Datdt, 
if  you  are  able,  since  that  Is  desired  by  many  among  us.  Of  the  two  sermon^  ost 
must  be  on  the  Heidelberg  Catechism,  In  order,  as  Is  usual  In  our  church.  Too  are 
also  In  your  turn  to  administer  the  Lord's  Supper,  and  preach  the  preparatory  •e^ 
mon ;  also  to  preach  on  the  so-called  Festivals,  Easter,  Pentecost,  Ascension  day* 
Christmas,  and  the  days  of  Prayer  and  Thanks  recommended  by  the  Authorities,  la 
your  order,  according  to  the  turns  as  they  shall  be  regulated  by  the  Consistory  fron 
time  to  time,  for  the  best  Interest  of  the  Congregation ;  together  with  cfltechlslnf  la 
the  elements  of  religion.  Further,  you  are  to  do  ail  that  becomes  a  faltliful  minlitar 
of  the  Holy  Gospel,  In  order,  with  your  colleagues  and  the  overseers  of  the  congre- 
gation, to  govern  the  same  In  the  exercise  of  christian  discipline. 

2.  On  our  part  we  promise  to  pay  you  yearly  the  sum  of  Three  Hundred  pounds 
New  York  money,  being  the  same  sum  which  is  paid  to  the  Ehitch  ministers  and 
domlne  Laidlle,  and  an  exact  fourth  every  quarter ;  for  which  payment,  althongh  it 
must  come  from  a  voluntary  subscription  of  the  congregation,  we  bind  ourselves  u  t 
Consistory,  in  qualitate  qua;  and  shall  provide,  according  as  is  the  case,  with  eadi 
new  Consistory,  before  their  ordination,  that  such  shall  be  done  by  our  succeetort, 
so  long  as  you  are  our  minister. 

The  expenses  of  the  call,  freight,  assurance  of  goods,  the  Consistory,  according  to 
custom,  esteems  It  their  duty  thankfully  to  defray.  The  salary  will  l>egln  from  the 
day  of  your  arrival  here. 

Now  since  the  Congregation  know  you  personally,  and  many  among  us  have  from 
time  to  time  heard  a  good  report  of  you  In  your  absence,  the  Consistory  feel  them- 
selves bound  to  deliver  to  you  this  call  In  the  fear  of  the  Lord;  looking  up  to  God 
that  their  undertaking  may  be  blessed,  and  your  heart  inclined  to  accept  it,  in  the 
fear  of   tbe   Lord ;   that   thus   the  sighing  of   the   pious   may   be  heard,    and   your 
reverence  come  to  us  with  all  speed  in  the  full  blessing  of  the  Gospel. 

Archibald  Laidlle,  p.  t.  President. 
Joannes  Rltzema 
Lambertus  de  Ronde. 
Thus  done  In  our  Consistory, 
at  New  York,  March  31,  1769. 


CiruRCH  OF  New  York. 

To  the  Reverend  and  Learned  Professors  In  the  High  School  and  Deputies  of  ths 
Reverend  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Messrs.  Wilhelmus  Koolhaas  and  Petras  Coiv 
tenlus;  (March  31,  1769.)     Vol.  33,  page  144.     No.  409. 

Reverend  Brethren : — 

It  has  pleased  the  Lord  In  his  kind  providence  so  to  bless,  for  about  five  years, 
our  enterprise  of  calling  a  minister  In  the  English  language  for  our  Dutch  Congre- 
gation, that,  In  order  to  leave  the  Dutch  service  undisturbed,  we  were  obliged  to 
build  a  New  Church,  the  completion  of  which  demands  a  new  English  minister. 
Since  the  student  John  H.  Livingston,  now  resident  at  Utrecht,  who,  we  suppose,  is 
a  candidate.  Is  known  to  us  as  a  young  roan  who  has  devoted  himself  entirely  to  the 
Lord's  service,  and  Is  honored  with  the  praise  of  the  Academy  of  Utrecht,  we  doabt 
not  that  he  Is  furnished  with  the  gifts  required  to  serve  the  congregation  of  Christ 
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•monir  Q«.    We  eend  the  accompanying  call   to  yon  with  the  eameat  requeat  to 
■ammon  hia  reverence,  and  put  the  aame  In  hla  handa. 

Yet  there  la  one  difficulty  which  affecta  too  many  of  pur  membera,  and  haa  mada 
them  alow  in  aubacriblng,  and  atill  dubioua  about  doing  aa  the  othera,  via.,  that  Mr. 
LiTlngaton  haa  a  weak  Toice  and  could  not  be  heard  by  every  one.  But  a  good  Tolca 
ta  certainly  demanded  in  our  New  or  Second  Church,  which  ia  a  large  building  and 
requirea  a  penetrating  voice  to  make  all  hear.  Yet  we  hope  that  our  Third  or 
North  Church,  aoon  to  be  dedicated,  will  be  much  more  easy  to  apeak  in.  You  wlll« 
therefore,  with  Meaara.  Longueville  and  Grieraon,  minlstera  of  the  Bngliah  congre- 
gation, and  the  membera  of  the  Rev.  Claaaia  of  Amsterdam,  make  a  teat  of  thia 
matter;  ao  that  Mr.  Livingston,  however  qualified  otherwise,  may  not  be  called 
without  further  knowledge  on  this  point.  This,  particularly  in  New  York,  ia  a 
Blatter  much  regarded.  But  if  there  ia  no  fear  in  thia  respect,  let  the  call  be 
executed  as  soon  as  possible,  and  this  gentleman  sent  over  to  us;  because  three 
minlstera  cannot  poaaibly  perform  the  service  in  three  churches  as  it  should  be  done. 

Wishing  you  the  blessing  of  the  Lord  in  carrying  out  this  work,  by  which  you  will 
oblige  us  in  the  highest  degree,  we,  on  our  side,  shall  do  in  return  what  In  us  lies. 
If  not  in  deeds,  yet  by  showing  a  thankful  recognition  at  all  timea  and  occasions. 

With  desirea  for  blessings  upon  your  persons  and  important  miniatrationa,  we 
aobscribe  ouraelves.  Rev.  Brethren  and  Esteemed  AssociateaT 

Your  humble  aervant  etc, 

Signed  etc. 
New  York,  March  81,  1769.  Arch.  Laldlie,  p.  t.  Preaident 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Conferentie  Assembled  at  New 
York.     April  3,  1769.     Vol.  31,  page  322.     No.  193. 

Ber.  Slra  and  Beloved  Brethren : — 

We  despatched  last  year,  1768,  two  lettera  to  you,  the  first  dated  June  6th,  and 
the  aecond,  October  3rd. 

In  the  first,  we  informed  you  that  we  were  engageo  upon  a  Plan  for  the  union  of 
the  divided  Churchea  in  New  Netherland ;  in  the  second,  we  communicated  the  actual 
outllnea  of  said  Plan,  and  told  how  the  same  was  taken  up  by  the  Christian  Synod 
of  North  Holland,  ad  referendum.  We  trust,  therefore,  that  you  will  provialonaliy 
abide  thereby  until  we  can  send  you  the  conclusions  of  the  Synod  of  this  year. 

Meantime  it  is  our  hope  that  Rev.  Warmoldus  Kuypers,  of  whom  we  made  men- 
tion In  the  P.  8.  of  our  last  letter,  haa  already  arrived  among  you  in  health,  and 
that  his  service  is  altogether  blessed.  We  also  suppose  that  you  have  received  the 
Mlnutea  of  the  Synod  held  In  1767,  which  we  enclosed  in  our  laat,  and  there  follows 
BOW  the  Mlnutea  of  1768. 

Further  we  commend  to  you  with  all  brotherly  affection,  the  constant  practice  of 
amity  and  peace.  With  heartfelt  desire  for  blessing  on  yourselves  and  ministry, 
we  are  and  remain, 

Wm.  Koolhaaa,  Dep.  Praeaea. 
Peter  Curteniua,  Depp.  Scriba. 
Amsterdam,  In  Classis 

April  3,  1769. 

P.  8.  We  request  you  to  communicate  this  letter  to  the  Rev.  Brethren  of  the 
Coetus,  with  our  greeting. 

Church  of  New  York. 
Kev.  De  Ronde  illegally  performs  a  marriage. 

New  York,  April   14.  1769. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Mr.  Barent  Sebrlng  preaented  a  written  charge  against  domlne  Lambertua  d% 
Sonde,  for  clandestinely  marrying  hia  daughter  to  a  Bo\d\er,  wVlYvoxiX.  W^^t^a^  iT^ta, 
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the  Government  or  pabllcation  of  bans,   with  many  accompanying  circnmstancf 

which  greatly  aggravate  the  case;  and  demanded  that  the  Consistory  shonld  dealSC  ^ 

with  his  Reverence  according  to  the  discipline  of  the  Church. 

Whereon   domlne  de   Ronde  was  heard,   stating  that  he  had   been  deceived,  and^^^^A^ 
had  not  sinned  against  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  therefore  was  not  punishable* 
the  Consistory  were  not  satlsP.ed  from  his  defence  that  he  had  followed  the  lawi 
which  he  Icnew  and  must  have  known.     The  Consistory,  therefore,  is  convinced  ol 
the   imprudence   of  his  act.     It   also  conflicts  with   various   resolutions  of 
which   enable   them   to   take  up  the  case.     Great   is   the  dissatisfaction   which  th^ 
occurrence  has  given,  not  only  to  the  friends  of  the  bride,  but  also  to  the  whol». 
city,   and   the   churches   of   various   denominations   therein.     Nevertheless   the   Con. 
slstory  will  show  Indulgence  to  his  Reverence's  person  and  weighty  office,  and  for^ 
this  time,   inflict  no  other  punishment   than  a   serious  exhortation   to  ask  pardoK« 
from  the  complainants,  with  a  promise  to  bear  himself  with  more  prudence  In  th 
future.     The  complainants  are  likewise  to  deport  themselves  peaceably  and 
the  sad  occurrence  as  a  deception,  In  which  the  proper  caution  was  not  used 
it  should  have  been. 

This  roRolution  was  read  openly  to  both  parties  and  with  the  desired  result  thCK^HZfliiit 
they  became  reconciled  and  shook  hands. 

The  committee  to  examine  the  appraisement  of  seats  in  the  North  Charch,  p  ,■.  re- 
ported orally  their  approval  of  the  same,  which  the  Consistory  accepted  and  rest^hc^ir.ted 
therein. 

The  same  committee  was  farther  directed  to  prepare  snch  regulations  as  th^ 
should  deem  necessary  for  the  sale  or  renting  of  the  pews. 

Signed  etc.. 

Arch.  Laldlle,  p.  t  President   ^ 

Consistory  of  Kingston  to  Mr.  Cornelius  Clopper,  Me, 

CHANT  OF  New  York,  April  15,  1769. 
Portfolio,  "  Xew  York,"  Vol.  II. 

Rev.  Sir  and  Much  Respected  Friend. — 

Till  now,  we  have  with  patience,  and  yet  with  strong  desire,  waited  to  obtK^ 
a  minister  in  answer  to  the  call  sent  by  our  church  to  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Ams 
dam.     Ever    since    Rev.    (W)    Kuypers'    departure   from    Holland,    we    received 
information    as   to   whether   a    minister    or   candidate   had   accepted   our   call, 
ofllcers,  entrusted  by  the  Lord  with  so  large  a  church,  which  now  for  over  six  y 
and  a  half  has  been  without  a  pastor,  besides  contending  with  the  dlflicnlties  t 
came  upon  us  through  Rev.   (Hermanns)  Meyer,  we  are  aware  of  the  loss  sustai 
in  the  building  up  of  God's  Church  here ;   how  the  youth,  for  lack  of  catechetli 
instruction,   are   growing  up  wild,   without  knowledge  of  what   Is  good;   and  h 
both  old  and  young,  each  In  his  station,  are  deprived  of  the  living  voice  proclalml^- 
God's  holy  and  precious  Word.     Then  also,  almost  dally,  we  must  hear  the  clam 
of  a  number  of  chnrch-raembers,  urging  us  to  devise  means  for  obtaining  a  faithf 
minister.     All    these   things,    and   others  besides,   oppress  us,   and   cause   us   to  11 
up  our  thoughts  ond  petitions  to  Heaven  for  help ;  and — as  the  Lord  works  ever, 
thing  by  the  use  of  means — to  take  our  need  also  to  those  whom  we  consider  ^^ 
bo   God's  ministers   entrusted   with    such    thlners. 

We.   therefore,  ndopted  the  following  resolution,  to  be  sent  as  early  as  posslbl^^ 
and  without  regard  to  any  reasonable  expense,  to  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam.  »' 
requesting,   that.   If  no  minister  or  candidate  has  yet  accepted  our  call,  the  sam^ 
to  be  returned  to  us :  for  we  can  expect  nothing  but  uncertainty.     Besides,  as  per- 
sons are  so  slow  about  acceptincr  our  rnll.   the  Rev.   Classls  cannot  have  a  choice, 
and  would,  possibly,  be  obliged  to  send  some  one  who  is  of  no  account;  and  that 
would  be  wholly  contrary  to  our  views  nnd  expectations  in  sending  the  call.     The 
cau«^e  of  this  slowness,  we  think.  Is  not  far  to  seek.     It  is  due  In  part  to  the  fact 
that  our  church  has  been  misrepresented  by  Rev.    (Hermanns)   Meyer,  to  the  great 
dlFturbance.  of  mnny. 

Then  there  is  the  ignorance  in  regard  to  our  locality  and  church,  .on  which,  for 
good  reasons,  we  do   not  care  to  expatiate.     As  to  whether,  because  of  the  Rev. 
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Meyer  affair,  we  are  to  be  considered  quarrelsome  we  dare  to  appeal  to  all  impartial 
people  who  have  some  knowledge  of  our  church :  whether  we  ever  had  any  public 
controversy  with  our  last  two  ministers,  Petrus  Vas  And  Georglus  Wllhelmus  Man- 
clus,  who  ministered  to  us  for  over  fifty  years;  or  whether,  on  the  contrary,  the 
church  did  not,  during  all  that  time  live  In  peace  and  love  with  them  and  with 
one  another.  And  as  to  our  local  situation,  that  is  as  convenient  and  pleasant 
as  that  of  any  minister  among  us,  and  offers  nearly  as  advantagoous  a  living,  con- 
sidering the  perquisites  and  presents  enjoyed  annually,  over  and  above  the  promised 
•alary. 

Circumstances  are  such  that,  when  we  get  once  released  from  our  call  sent  to 
Holland,  we  could  expect  to  be  provided  again  with  a  capable  minister  within  a  short 
time.  This,  too,  is  our  motive  in  recalling  our  call.  It  is  not  our  necessity,  which, 
after  Rev.  (Hermanns)  Meyer's  dismissal,  made  us  send  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of 
Amsterdam  for  a  minister ;  but  our  desire  to  maintain  the  good  order  and  corre- 
spondence which  our  ministers  and  church  have  formerly  observed  in  connection 
with  the  Rev.  Classis.  It  is  to  show  our  disposition  to  adhere  to  it,  especially  as, 
at  our  own  request,  and  by  a  Charter,  obtained  from  our  King,  for  the  preservation 
of  our  Church  liberty,  we  have  placed  ourselves  under  obligation  to  maintain 
proper  subordination  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  for  the  purpose  of  Iceeping 
op  fraternal  correspondence  with  it. 

We  would  further,  however,  ask  the  Rev.  Classis  what  we  desire  from  the  depth 
of  our  hearts — that,  in  case  no  minister  has  yet  been  obtained  for  us,  it  send  us, 
with  the  call,  a  written  release  from  Rev.  (Hermanns)  Meyer. 

It  is  to  reach  your  Revs.  In  some  way  now,  that  we  send  your  Revs,  this  letter 
in  which  we  have  set  forth  our  aim  and  disposition.  We  heartily  desire  that  the 
Uev.  Classis  may  have  early  knowledge  thereof,  and  kindly  ask  for  its  help  in  our 
distress.  And,  having  received  so  many  palpable  evidences  of  your  Revs,  zeal  for  the 
progress  and  welfare  of  God's  Church,  and  for  its  good  order,  we  rejoice  the  more 
In  the  hope  of  not  being  refused  by  your  Revs.  We  shall  consider  ourselves  ezceed- 
tngly  obliged  to  you  for  granting  such  help,  and  -*eward  it  with  all  gratitude. 

Further  we  desire  that  the  God  of  grace  m.iy,  out  of  the  fulness  of  His  Treasure, 
pour  out  upon  your  Revs,  abundantly  His  Spirit  ovd  Grace.  We  commend  your 
Revs,  in  love  to  His  gracious  protection.  Rev.  Sir,  much  respected  Friend,  Your 
Bona,  willing  servants,  The  members  of  the  Church  belonging  to  the  Consistory  at 
Kingston,  In  the  name  of  all, 

Abraham  Low. 

Kingston,  April  15,  1769. 

9 

Church  of  New  York. 
Heirs  of  Harpending. 

New  York,  April  29th,  1769. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  Qod*B  name. 

Hendrick  Harpending.  of  the  Raritan,  the  heir  of  a  legacy  of  £50.  from  Mr.  John 
Harpending,  which  he  has  already  received,  being  in  great  need,  desired,  although 
making  no  claim,  that  the  Consistory  would  think  of  him  in  his  poverty  and  supply 
his  present  need.  In  view  of  the  kindness  Mr.  John  Harpending  had  shown  to  the 
Church.  Resolved  That  £10.  be  given  him  by  Mr.  Jus.  de  Peyster,  out  of  the  income 
of  the  grounds. 

The  Deacons  presented  a  request  of  Cornelis  van  Hoik,  his  wife  and  her  sister, 
for  an  alms  for  the  present,  they  being  In  great  need.  Resolved  to  give  him  30 
ihiillngs. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Ritzema,  p.  t.  President 

Journal  of  the  Cou.n'cil,  Xew  York.     May  1760. 

Bill  for  Naturalizing  all  Protestants— pasBed. 

Bill  for  incorporating  all  Protestant  churches  north  of  Westchester— rejected. 
Bill  to  repeal  the  Ministry  Act— rejected. 

1769,  May  2.     Sir  Henry  Moore,  Governor. 


\ 


1760 


4150  Ecclesiastical  Records 

General  AsBembly  Rent  to  the  Council  a  Bill  entitled,  "An  Act  declaring  that  a 
persons  of  forelfni  birth  heretofore  Inhabiting  within  this  colony,  and  dying 

of  lands,   tenanionts  or  hereditaments  shall  be    esteemed   to  have  bee 

naturalized;  and  for  naturalizing  ail  Protestants  of  foreign  birth  now  Inhabltin 
within  this  colony.     Council  Journal,  p.  1602.     Committed,  1694.     Amended, 
1701.     Enacted,  1701.     Sent  to  the  Hoase. 


Reformed  Churches  Estate  Holding  Bill. 

1769,  May  11.     Council  Journal,  1698.     An  Act  to  enable  every  church  or  cor 
gregation  of  Reformed  Protestants  that  are  or  may  hereafter  be  set  up  In  that 
of  this  colony  which  lies  to  the  northward  of  the  counties  of  Dutchess  and  Cist 
without  discrimination  to  take  and  hold  real  estates  to  the  value  of  one  hand 
pounds  sterling  per  annum,  given  to  them  for  the  support  of  the  Gospel,  and 
the   use   of   schools    for   the   instruction   of   youth.     Sent   from    the    Assembly 
Council   but   rejected    by  the  latter.     Journal  of  Council.     Brought  up  and  rei 
1698;  committed,  1699,  1700;  motion  for  leave  to  report,  negatived,  1706.    (May 

1769,  May  16.     Sir  Henry  Moore,  Governor. 

The  General  Assembly  sent  a  Bill  to  the  Council,  entitled,  "An  Act  to  exempt 
Protestants  in  the  counties  of  Westchester,  New  York,  Queens  and  Richmond  t 
any  taxation  for  the  support  of  the  Ministers  of  the  Gospel/*  and  desired  the  < 
currence  of  the  Council.     Council  Journal,  1702.     Read  first  and  second  time,  1 
Committed  May  19,  p.  1704.     Motion  for  third  reading,  negatived,  and  Bill  rejec 
May  19,  W.  Smith,  Jr.  dissenting,  p.  1706. 


I. 

Thb  Coetus  of  New  York  to  the  Brethren  of  thb  Ocn^^ 

FERENTIE,   MaY   3,    1769. 

Rev.  Gentlemen  and  Dearly  Beloved  Brethren:— 

The  Rev.  Coetus  has  lately  received  a  missive  from  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Ams 
dam,  [of  Oct.  3,  1768.]  containing  a  communication  concerning  a  certain  Plan 
Union]    proposed   by   them.     They,   indeed,   zealously  urge  a   general   Union. 
Rev.  Coetus  is  at  present  assembled  at  the  rasldence  of  Mr.  Jacob  Van  W 
and  takes  occasion  hereby  to  express  to  the  Rev.  Brethren  of  the  Conferentle, 
heartfelt  pleasure  that  the  Rev.  Classis  seems  at  length  to  have  cleared  away 
stumbling  blocks,  which  have  for  so  long  a  time  disturbed  the  peace  of  our  Chu 
At  the  same  time  she  wants  to  know  from  the  Rev.  Brethren,  whether  they 
not  now  inclined  to  enter  with  us  Into  a  Covenant  of  Peace,  In  accordance  with 
contents   of   the   letter   referred   to,    to  which   we,   for  our  part,   are   altoge 
inclined. 
We  remain.  Rev.  Gentlemen. 

Your  Obedient  Brethren, 

In  the  name,  and  by  order  of  the  Rev.  Coetus. 

Samuel  Verbryck,  Pres.  p.  t 
David  Marin  us.  Sect.  p.  t. 
Datum. 

New  York,  May  8rd,  1769. 

[See  under  May  9,  1769,  for  ii,  ill.  iv,  v.] 
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Refobmed  Dutch  Church,  New  York. 
Plan  for  selling  or  renting  Pews  in  Fulton  st.  church. 

May  3.     Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Byyanck  presented  the  conditions  on  which  the  pews  in  the  North  Church, 
Dd  below,  should  be  rented.     These  were  approved  by  the  Consistory*  and 
follows: — 

onditions  agreed  upon  by  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  for  the  annual  rent 

>ews  in  the  North  Church:   [Fulton  St.] 

at  the  annual  rent  for  every  pew  be  fixed  as  hereunder  annexed,  to  every 

at  as  there  will  be  several  persons  that  will  fix  on  one  and  the  same  pew» 
reed  that  the  pews  be  put  up  at  vendue  [for  possession  1,  and  be  struck  off 
highest  bidder— the  possession  money  to  be  paid  within  twenty  days,  to 
Jakobus  Roosevelt,  (Jacob's  son),  and  John  De  Peyster,  in  order  to  lessen 
t  of  said  church.  That  the  first  yearly  rent  to  all  those  that  purchase  at 
shall  begin  at  and  from,  June  1,  1770,  and  be  paid  within  six  months  after 
icing  the  year,  and  so  from  year  to  year,  unto  said  Messrs.  Roosevelt  and 
ster,  or  to  any  other  person  or  persons  the  Consistory  shall  appoint;  and 
ire  of  payment,  such  pew  to  be  let  to  the  first  proper  person  that  applies 
same. 

lat  the  sales  of  the  pews  shall  begin  on  Monday  morning.  May  29,  1769. 
in  Consistory  Chamber,  May  3,  1769. 
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Annual  Rent  of  the  Lower  Pews. 


rice. 

No. 

Price. 

No. 

Price. 

M 

45 

48/ 

89 

48/ 

M 

46 

48/ 

90 

44/ 

1/ 

47 

50/ 

91 

44/ 

1/ 

48 

50/ 

92 

44/ 

id  Daecons. 

49 

50/ 

93 

42/ 

trangers        »' 

50 

Ministers 

94 

40/ 

V 

51 

50/ 

95 

86/ 

1/ 

62 

50/ 

96 

36/ 

)/ 

53 

50/ 

97 

84/ 

)/ 

54 

50/ 

98 

82/ 

5/ 

55 

50/ 

99 

80/ 

)/ 

56 

70/ 

100 

22/ 

ayor  and  Aldermen. 

57 

44/ 

101 

22/ 

V 

58 

40/ 

102 

20/ 

5/ 

59 

38/ 

103 

16/ 

5/ 

60 

36/ 

104 

15/ 

5/ 

61 

34/ 

105 

15/ 

5/ 

62 

50/ 

106 

20/ 

5/ 

63 

26/ 

107 

20/ 

5/ 

64 

26/ 

108 

20/ 

5/ 

6.") 

26/ 

109 

20/ 

0/ 

66 

Free 

110 

20/ 

0/ 

67 

Free 

111 

20/ 

0/ 

68 

26/ 

112 

20/ 

0/ 

69 

26/ 

113 

25/ 

0/ 

70 

26/ 

114 

25/ 

0/ 

71 

50/ 

115 

25/ 

5/ 

72 

34/ 

116 

25/ 

5/ 

73 

36/ 

117 

25/ 

5/ 

74 

38/ 

118 

25/ 

0/ 

75 

40/ 

119 

25/ 

2/ 

76 

44/ 

^  120 

QoveriLOT 
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No.  Price. 

33  22/ 

34  30/ 

35  32/ 

36  34/ 

37  36/ 

38  36/ 

39  40/ 

40  42/ 

41  44/ 

42  44/ 

43  44/ 

44  48/ 
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No.  Price. 

77  70/ 

78  50/ 

79  50/ 

80  50/ 

81  50/ 

82  50/ 

83  80/ 

84  50/ 

85  50/ 
80  50/ 

87  48/ 

88  48/ 


No.  Price. 

121  30/ 

122  25/ 

123  20/ 

124  80/ 
123  32/ 
120  66/ 

127  Stransen 

128  Old  BIden. 

129  32/ 

130  32/ 

131  49/ 

132  48/ 


Annual  Rent  of  the  Gallery  Pews. 


No. 

Price, 

1 

30/ 

2 

24/ 

3 

22/ 

4 

20/ 

6 

22/ 

6 

24/ 

7 

26/ 

8 

82/ 

9 

32/ 

10 

24/ 

11 

20/ 

No.  l»rlce. 

12  16/ 

13  22/ 

14  24/ 

15  26/ 

16  32/ 

17  26/ 
18 

19 
20 
21 
22 


No.  PriCtN 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 


The  Plajs^  of  Union. 

New  York,  May  4tli,  1761. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

A  committee  of  the  Coetus  assembled  In  New  York,  May  ^th,  1769,  broagbt  h 
a  statement  of  the  letter  of  Classls,  concerning  a  Project  [Plan]  presented  by  tti 
Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  which  Project  ttlll  0> 
on  the  table  of  the  Synod.  [See  Oct.  3,  17G8].  Therein  they  represent  th* 
heart- felt  inclination  for  peace,  and  that  the  Consistory  would  please  to  act,  teeflrf* 
Ing  to  their  ability  to  promote  that  desirable  end. 

To  this  proposal  the  Consistory  say,  that  they  also  have  a  heart-felt  IncIinatkM  tV 
peace;  but  since  the  Project  relates  peculiarly  to  them,  the  proposers,  they  tbffo^ 
state  how  they  regard  It,  whether  they  approve  It ;  and  If  not,  if  they  hate  •■' 
observations  to  make  thereupon,  and  if  so,  what  And  they  are  requested  to  iDptf^ 
this  information  at  the  earliest  moment,  so  that  Consistory  may  be  In  a  sltuatioB  ^ 
contribute  to  the  attainment  of  the  desired  end.     [See  May  9.] 

Arch.  Laidlle,  p.  t  PresldeDt 


New  York,  May  80tb,  1T6». 
Consistory   held  after  calling  on   God's  name. 

Evert  Banckcr  brought  in  a  bond  of  Daniel  Thompson  for  the  sum  of  £^ 
principal,  one  of  the  securities  of  which  had  arrested  the  giver  of  the  bonA  * 
order  by  that  means  to  be  discharged  from  his  suretyship.  This  would  ^^^ 
great  injury  of  Mr.  Thompson.  The  Consistory  were  offered  a  new  bond  for  i^^' 
with  good  security ;  and  £20.  with  the  Interest  due,  to  be  paid  down.  The  ctf^^*]* 
this  out  was  referred  to  Messrs.  Bancker,  Keteltas  and  Lott,  in  the  name  of  to* 
Consistory. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Rltsema,  p.  t  President 
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COKEESPONDENCE  FbOM  AmEOEUCA. 

foetus  of  New  York  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  May  5, 
1769.     Vol.  33,  page  146.     No.  412. 

Id   Gentlemen  and   Highly-Esteemed   Brethren : — 

communications  of  May  [June?]  6  and  October  8rd,  1768,  were  duly  received 

The  contents  of  the  same  gave  much  satisfaction  and  joy  to  all  those  who 

ily  sincere,  and  who  take  a  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  Church  of 

these  regions.     They  hope  and  expect  that  those  things  which  are  proposed 

will  effectually  serve  to  the  promotion  and  accomplishment  of  the  univer- 

esired  peace.     It  is  a  prospect  that  pleases  us  very  greatly  indeed,  especially 

)  it  seems  to  promise  a  continued  Union  and  Fellowship  with  the  Church 

Netherlands.     This  has  always  been  sincerely  and  earnestly  desired, by  us, 

i  Church  of  the  Netherlands  is  one  whose  doctrine  and  discipline,   without 

jt  exception,  each  one  of  us  fully  approves;  imdeed,  each  one  of  us,  who 

Inlster,  has  solemnly  suscribed  to  its  Formulae,  composed  and  approved,  at 

ere,  in  the  Netherlands,  and  have  sincerly  accepted  the  Constitution  of  that 

And  our  subscriptions  and  acceptance  thereof,  we  are  always  ready  most 

0  repeat,  in  case  there  should  arise  any  doubts  about  our  orthodoxy  in  any 
churches  of  the  Netherlands.  To  guard  these  Formulae  most  carefully  and 
ntlously,  and  to  defend  them  steadfastly — especially  if  this  be  done  in  the 

Union  and  Fellowship  with  the  churches  of  the  Netherlands — ^will,  by  the 
if  of  God,  be  the  most  powerful  instrumentality  of  preserving  and  extending 
Itch  Reformed  Church  in  these  regions,  in  the  midst  of  an  engulfing  flood 
•rs. 
leming  the  Plan  of  Union  communicated  by  you : — We  have  taken  this  into 

deliberation,  according  to  your  desire,  accompfinled  with  an  earnest  desire 
ice.  We  have  used  every  means  which  we  considered  serviceable  for  the 
(lishment  of  that  end.  Both  the  Coetus  and  the  Conferentie  were  called 
t  in  New  York  on  the  second  day  of  May.  We  flattered  ourselves  that  the 
desired  was  at  hand.  We  awaited  the  opportunity  for  communicating  our 
ions  or  deliberations  on  the  said  Plan,  so  that  if  there  were  any  objection 

1  Plan,  obl  the  one  side  or  the  other,  some  agreement  might  be  reached,  and 
|ht  conjointly,  deliver  to  it  your  consideration,  with  our  request  that  you 
lay  it  on  the  table  for  the  consideration  of  the  High  Rev.  Christian  Synod 
th  Holland. 

upon  our  arrival  at  the  time  and  place  of  meeting,  we  found  to  our  sorrow, 
le  Conferentie  brethren  would  not  be  on  hand,  inasmuch  as  the  invitations 
n  for  said  meeting  had  been   recalled  by  R^v.   Ritzema.     Nevertheless,   the 

brethren,  having  learned  that  some  of  the  Conferentie  brethren  were  in  the 

snt  to  them  a  communication,  which  is  marked  No.  1,  of  the  accompanying 

To  this,  they  replied,  that  they  had  concluded  not  to  make  any  answer  to 

*opositlon  which  we  might  make.     Thereby  we  were  deprived  of  any  oppor- 

for  further  conference  with   them.     But  inasmuch  as  your  communication 

i  exhortation  to  a  general  peace,  we  considered  it  our  duty  to  present  to  the 

tory  of  New  York,  a  communication,  marked  No.  2.     To  this  they  replied. 

We  then  sent  to  them,   No.  4,  and  received,  in   conclusion.   No.   6.     [See 

May  9.] 

D  these  several  documents,  your  Consistory  (Classis?)  will  be  able  to  under- 
onr  efforts  for  peace.  These,  we  aver  to  be  entirely  sincere.  Yon  will  like- 
ercelve  how  the  said  Plan  appears  to  our  Coetus  body. 

ough  your  deliberations  and  advice  about  the  possible  Union  with  the  Scotch 
terian  Academy  at  Princeton  do  not  seem  to  have  reached  a  stage  for  reply, 
i  may.  provisionally,  say  to  you,  that  It  appears  to  us  to  be  encompassed 
aany  difllcultles.  If  peace  could  only  be  secured  and  we  permitted  to  live  in 
y  relations  and  fraternal  correspondence  with  the  Church  of  the  Netherlands, 
uld  be  better  able  to  support  an  Academy  than  any  other  denomination  in 
Provinces;  and  besides  this  ability  of  ours  would  gradually — (auresleeren? 
pe?)     It  appears  to  be  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  Trustees   (Curatoren) 

Charter,  that  we  must  obtain  a  Professor  from  the  Netherlands. 

119 
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Our  Tiews  concerning  the  government  of  the  Church  we  have  expressed  In  Ifoi 
4,  although  very  briefly.     We  leave  in  that  form  for  the  present     We  wonJd  a- 
press  also  our  willingness  to  accept  the  requirement  to  support  close  eccleslastletl 
connection   or   rather   Union    (with    the   Netherland   Church),   althoogli   a  rtgalar 
Appeal  from  our  country   to   the  Church   of  the   Netherlands,   on  accoont  of  tte 
peculiar  civil  and  ecclesiastical   reciprocity  on   either  side,   never  can   take  plseft 
This  lack,  however,  is  somewhat  remedied,  by  the  (two  kinds  of)  Assemblies  whkk 
you  recommend  to  us,  whereby,  when  necessity  arises  a  regular  appeal  tram  a  lowtr 
to  a  higher  Assembly  can  take  place. 

Praying  for  the  most  precious  blessing  of  the  Lord  upon  you,  we  remain. 

Your  Brethren, 

Samuel  Verbryck,  President,  p.  t 
David  Marinus,   Scribe,   p.  t 
By  Order  of  the 

Coetus  of  New  York, 

May  5,  1769.  I 

P.  S.     Amid  all  the  difllcultles  that  seem,  at  present,  to  Impede  the  attahuBcst 
of  peace,  there  Is  none  greater  than   the  introduction  of  ministers  Into  chsrcbok 
in  opposition  to  their  wishes.     This  is  a  practice  which,  from  time  to  tlme^  tlit    | 
Coetus  has  carefully  avoided,  although,  repeatedly,  opportunities  have  occurred  ifor 
an  opposite  course;  yet  we  have  resisted  the  practice  even  in  reference  to  MDt    ! 
of  the  most  Important  churches.     Now  since  you  greatly  urge  the  duty  of  a  moit     { 
general    peace,    covering   every    locality,    we   desire   and    hope    that   you   will  ^    j 
countenance   the   Introduction   of   ministers   In   churches   where   such    Introdaedfli     j 
would  surely  widen  the  breach,  and  render  the  accomplishment  of  peace  ImpoMlUt 

Permit  us.  Brethren  to  recommend  to  your  special  consideration  the  iIbcbIv 
case  of  Rev.  (Harmanus)  Meyer,  although  he  does  not  belong  to  the  Coetoi.  It 
is  Indeed  true  that  he  has  been  disciplined  by  a  limited  meeting  (a  drcolt),  M 
by  a  more  general  Assembly  he  has  been  relieved.  He  is  a  minister  who  It 
unblamable  in  conduct,  and  orthodox  in  doctrine.  This  Is  evident  to  all.  We  ut 
of  o(pinion  that  the  differences  in  relation  to  his  case  can  easily  be  remedied  by  tli 
brethren  when  united.  We  leave  it  to  your  Judgment  whether  the  IntrodactloB  tf 
another  minister  into  that  church  (Kingston)  would  not  make  the  adjustment  iMit 
difllcult  of  accomplishment.  We  desire  that  the  sending  of  a  minister  to  tlMit 
churches  might  be  postponed  until  at  least  the  result  of  this  general  effort  ttt/f 
peace  may  be  seen. 

If  the  Classls  thinks  it  proper  to  favor  us  with  an  answer,  be  kind  enoogb  t» 
direct  it  to 

Mr.  Dirk  Brinkerboff, 
Merchant,  New  Tock. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies.     Fall  of  1769. 

Certain  Members  of  the  Conferentie  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 
May  5,  1769,  Vol.  33,  page  145,  No.  411. 

(Abstract.) 

A  letter  from  certain  members  of  the  Conferentie,  dated  New  York,  Maj  5» 
1769;  signed  by  Johannes  Casperus  Freyenmoet,  Gerhardus  Cock,  Isaak  Bysdyki'' 
Johannes  Michael  Kern,  ministers  respectively  at  the  Manor,  at  the  Camp  •>' 
Rhinebeck,  at  Poughkeepsie,  and  at  New  York. 

They  thank  us  for  our  missive  of  Oct  3,  1768;  as  also  for  our  continued  wttek* 
fulness  over  the  American  churches,  manifest  at  this  time.  In  the  drawing  op  ^ 
a  Plan  for  uniting  the  Conferentie  Assembly  with  the  so-called  Coetus — ^wblc^ 
had  by  us  (the  Deputies)  been  placed  on  the  table  of  the  Christian  Synod  of  Mo^^ 
Holland. 

They  declare,  however,  that  they  could  have  wished  that  this  Plan  had  1** 
previously  communicated  to  them  for  consideration;  first  in  their  Coosiatori* 
and  afterwards,  in  their  Conferentie  Assembly,  the  result  to  be  communicated  to  <^ 
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complaint  is,  that  this  Plan  has  now,  in  nearly  all  the  chnrches,  given 
for  an  unusual  amount  of  confusion — which  also,  besides  the  unfavorable* 
the  season,  was  the  reason  why  several  of  their  brethren  had  not  come 
attend  the  Conferentie  Assembly;  and,  as  signers,  had  not  been  able  to 
those  of  the  Coetus  who  were  assembled  at  New  York  at  the  same  time. 
Te  the  less  In  a  condition  to  do  this  because  they  had  not  been  com- 
i  by  their  Consistories  beyond  drawing  up,  and  sending  over  their  cbser- 
>n  this  Plan,  as  they  had  understood  the  matter  from  the  accompanying 
dressed  to  the  very  Rev.  Synod ;  which  they  now  ask  the  Deputies  to  lay 
le  Synod. 

declare,  finally,  that,  much  as  they  desire  Union,   they  have  resolved  to 
rue  to  the  constltuion  of  their  Church. 
;onclude  with  congratulations. 

COBRESPONDBNCE  FrOM  AmERICA. 

ohn  Ritzema  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  May  9,  1769. 

Vol.  33,  157.     No.  415. 

To  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

ntlemen,  Fathers  and  Brethren  In  Christ: — 

ght  at  the  time  that  my  letter  of  March  24,  would  be  a  sufficient  reply 
sice  to  the  Plan  [of  Union]  proposed  to  us.  I  understood  the  Plan  waa 
ered  for  our  general  consideration,  but  not  that  we  should  then  take 
action  upon  It.  Por  the  Rev.  Classis,  at  the  close  of  its  communication, 
J  states  that  we  must  wait,  in  common  with  them,  for  the  decision  of  the 
There  are  contained  in  that  Plan,  however, — for  It  was  proposed  without 
ematlve]  modifications  as  I  understand — there  are  contained  in  it  certain 
which  would  be  In  the  highest  degree  disadvantageous  to  the  condition 
Ilhurch.  On  this  account,  I  made  bold  to  communicate  my  suggestions  to 
.  Classis,  with  the  request  that  they  might  also  come  upon  the  table  of 
r  Rev.  Christian  Synod,  for  its  consideration. 

y  fraternal  communication  of  these  suggestions,  to  the  Revs.  Prycnmoet, 
id  Rysdyck,  Involved  me  in  new  difficulties.  For  Rev.  Rysdyck  took  it 
nself  to  send  me  a  very  uucharitable  reply.  It  was  by  no  means  pleasing 
that  I  quietly  forwarded  my  suggestions  (to  Classis)  so  as  not  to  create, 
itement  here  about  them.  He  came  out,  however,  with  such  expressions 
>:  that   "he  would  not  come  to  an  Assembly  without  Elders  ou  such  a 

matter."  Yet  he  knew  very  well  that  our  Elders  had  for  years  past 
nnselves  aloof  from  the  [Conferentie]  Assembly.  He  also  said:  What  will 
of  us  If  we  differ  upon  the  principal  point?    I  therefore  found  it  neces- 

communlcate  my  suggestions  to  the  Long  Island  Ministers,  to  Van  der 
?tc.  These  were  very  glad  that  I  had  already  forwarded  them  to  you. 
impossible  for   me  to  consult   with  Revs.   Schuyler  and   Rosenkrantz,   on 

of  their  great   distance   from   me.    Thereupon   I   politely  answered   Rev. 

requesting  him  and  the  above-mentioned  brethren  not  to  come  down, 
widen  the  breach  that  already  separates  us;  for,  according  to  his  writing* 
(red  on  the  principal  point.  I  also  gave,  as  another  reason,  the  plans  of 
\TM  brethren,  of  which  I  had  incidentally  become  aware;  for  these  portend 

very  favorable  to  me.  This  simple  and  truthful  statement,  I  was 
to  send  in  advance,  In  order  that  what  follows  may  be  rightly  understood, 
came  down,  however,  with  their  elders,  and  dragged  the  German  minister 
into  their  counsels.  They  then  also  wrote  to  the  Synod  and  to  the  Classis, 
I  informed.  How  far  their  views  of  these  matters  vary  from  mine,  and 
at  of  the  other  brethren,  the  Rev.  Classis,  and  the  High  Rev.  Christian 
rill  best  be  able  to  Judge. 

?oetus  Ministers  and  Elders  came  to  New  York  on  the  first  Tuesday  In 
e  day  which  we  had  previously  determined  upon  for  this  meeting.  They 
1th  the  notion  that  they  had  now  been  requested  by  the  Rev.  Classis,  to 
Ith  the  Conferentie,  and  to  forgive  and  forget  everything;  and  that  nothing 
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was  left  to  be  done,  but  to  make  a  united  effort,  to  farther  the  estAbllsbment  of 
a  new  Academy — Nota  Bene.    The  Classls  is  now  no  lon^rer  the   Pope^  beeiiHt 
■he  approves  of  all  the  illegally  examined  men,  and  of  their  Introdnctloa  loti 
the  churches  against  the  expressed  wishes  of  a  very  great  number,  and  glTe*  thai 
[the  Coetus]  the  right  to  examine  and  ordain.     They  further  made  eveiy  attaapC 
to  pursuade   the   abovementloned   [Conferentle]   brethren,   that   they   should  tlil 
appoint  a  meeting,  and,  as  they  said,  thus  fulfill  the  object  of  the  ClassIiL   M 
this,  those  brethren  very  properly  refused  to  do,  because  the  Plan  (of  Unioii)  M 
not  yet   become  a   Synodlcal   resolution.    The  result  of  all   this   was,  that  ihif 
sought  to  make  me  suspected  in  my  congregation  as  the  disturber  of  the  pcta 
Finally  they  entered  a  complaint  against  me  to  the  President  of  the  OooslftgfT 
requesting  him  to  appoint  a  meeting  of  that  body,  and  then  compel  me  to  coat 
to  terms  of  peace.    In  this  they  were  supported  by  Rey.  De  Ronde.    After  \m 
than  half  an  hour's  previous  notice,  I  was  summoned  to  appear  before  the  0» 
alstory,  on  Thursday,  May  Ist,  at  one  o'clock,  without  having  the  remotest  kootl- 
edge  of  anything.    Six  delegates  of  the  Coetus,  three  ministers,  and  three  Eldca 
there  appeared,  who  read  this  letter,  which  runsi,  word  for  word,  as  follows: 


IL 

Lettbr  of  Coetus  to  Consistory  of  New  York,  Mat  4, 1769. 

[See  May  3.] 

Highly  Esteemed  Gentlemen  and  Dearly  Beloved  Brethren. — ^Whereas,  tha  liV* 
Coetus  some  time  since  received  letters  from  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdaa,  eM* 
talning  the  substance  of  a  certain  Plan  [of  Union]  proposed  by  their  Rev.  BoAfi 
and  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  Christian  Synod  of  North  Holland,  for  eooiUeii* 
tion — ^a  Plan  calculated  to  effect  the  removal  of  the  long  continued  diffocoeMli 
the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  In  our  parts,  they  strongly  urged,  and  the  sooiv 
the  better,  the  establishment  of  a  General  Union  and  peace.  In  conseqiNiMe  i' 
which  the  Rev.  Coetus  has  assembled  at  the  house  of  Jacob  Van  Wageaea  ui 
communicated  to  some  of  the  members  of  the  Conferentle  the  contents  of  tUi 
letter.  They  express  also,  at  the  same  time,  our  perfect  willingness  to  enter  Witt 
them  upon  terms  of  peace,  in  accordance  with  the  purport  of  the  letter  retetnd  tk 
Furthermore,  the  Rev.  Coetus  declares  to  Your  Rev.  Body,  that  she  ever  remli* 
ready  and  willing,  to  cooperate,  In  the  promotion  of  the  General  Union  •>' 
peace,  as  far  as  possible;  and  hopes  and  desires  that  Your  Rev.  Body  also,  iniyi* 
what  lies  in  your  power,  to  cooperate  with  us,  for  the  accomplishment  of  tUi 
end,  so  greatly  to  be  desired.  In  case,  your  Rev.  Body  should  be  desirous  of  tif 
further  information,  upon  anything,  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Committee  win  ^ 
ready  to  give  it.    We  remain,  as  ever,  Your  obedient  Servants. 

In  the  name  of  and  by  the  authority  of  the  Rev.  Coetus. 

Samuel  Verbryck,  President,  p.  t 
David  Marinus,  Secretary,  p.  t 

Dated,  in  our  Coetus  Meeting  May  4,  1768. 

Thereupon  they  read  their  letter  from  the  Rev.  Classls.  They  were  tfc€S 
greatly  complimented  by  the  President  [of  Consistory]  because  they  had  had  tke 
goodness  to  honor  them  by  asking  their  concurrence  [In  these  efforts  for  vakB]' 
But  this  was  something  which  I  did  not  thus  understand  at  all.  Ther^foa  I 
boldly  answered,  that  I  took  a  different  view  of  the  matter.  Inasmuch  as  we  wcit 
not  requested  either  by  the  Classls  or  the  Synod  to  do  such  a  thing;  altbongk 
the  idea  of  Union  was  the  first  thing  In  the  Plan ;  Indeed,  this  very  thing  liy  ^ 
its  very  foundation.  Furthermore,  that  they  [the  Coetus]  had  no  rigM  ts 
[charge]  the  Conferentle  members  with  having  refused,  from  year  to  yeti;  ^ 
appoint  elders  to  that  body,  etc.;  until  the  President  [of  Consistory]  finally  took  it 
upon  himself  to  appoint  four  Elders,  who  should  take  with  them  four  Dctooa^ 
and  that  they  should  together  prepare  Articles  of  Peace,  etc.    The  President  •!■* 
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iUred  me  to  write  that  down,  as  a  resolution  of  the  Consistory.  But  this  1 
vemptorily  refused  to  do»  as  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  do  snch  an  improper 
ilag.  This  was  the  cause  of  a  ylolent  dispute  between  myself  and  my  colleagues, 
■A,  In  fact,  with  nearly  the  whole  of  the  Consistory;  until  finally  I  said,  that  if 
hiy  were  not  willing  to  guard  the  honor  of  our  Consistory,  I  would  do  it  alone; 
IT  I  did  not  understand  that  the  Consistory  could  take  upon  itself  an  honor,  which 
it  Ber.  Classls  would  not  assume;  since  she  first  offered  her  Plan  [of  Union]  to 
flit  Synod  for  consideration,  and  was  to  await  her  decision,  before  she  proposed  it 
Ivonr  support.    The  final  consequence  was,  that  the  following  reply  was  glyen: 


in. 

UrSWEB  OP  CONSISTOEY  OP  NbW  YoBK  to  THB  CoBTTJS,  M&.Y  4, 

1769. 

Be?.  Gentlemen,  etc. : 

The  Bey.  Consistory  would  say  in  reply,  that  she  hereby  expresses  her  cordial  sup- 
ort  to  the  (proposed)  peace ;  but  inasmuch  as  the  Plan  [of  Union]  really  belong  to 
(^  we  desire  that  you  would  acquaint  us  a  little  more  definitely,  as  to  the  exact 
bir  which  is  taken  of  this  Plan  [of  Union]  by  your  Bey.  Body.  Do  you  or  do 
9a  not  approye  of  It;  or,  do  you  haye  any  suggestions  to  make  upon  it  If  you 
tTe»  we  would  ask  you  to  communicate  them  to  us,  as  soon  as  possible,  as  we  shall 
H  be  able,  until  this  is  done,  to  do  our  share  for  the  promotion  of  that  desirable 
It- 
Archibald  Laldlle,  President 
Hereupon  the  meeting  adjourned  at  8  o'clock.    On  the  fallowing  day  [Hay  5*  1709] 

•  met  again  at  10  o'clock.  In  the  forenoon.  I  proyided  myself  with  the  Classical 
Itter  sent  to  the  Conferentle,  and  priyately  spoke  to  the  President,  [Bey.  Laidlie] 
king  him  in  the  kindest  possible  manner  to  be  careful  to  giye  no  occasion  for  any 
tomderstanding  between  himself  and  me  and  the  whole  Consistory,  by  any  partial 
•fttment  and  not  compel  me  to  say  such  things,  as  in  the  interest  of  peace  among 
t,  I  would  rather  not  say ;  and  to  take  special  care  not  to  throw  the  burning  coals 

*  another's  roof  among  ourselyes.  But  he  did  not  act  in  accordance  with  his 
wmlf  Thereupon,  one  of  the  Elders  rose  up,  and  spoke  in  conyincing  terms 
f  tlie  foolishness  of  the  acts  of  our  Consistory.  He  was,  indeed,  a  great  support  to 
«.  Then  the  Coetus,  through  the  aboyementloned  committee,  handed  in  the  fol- 
(Wtng  reply: 

IV. 

txcoiTD  Letter  of  the  Coetus  to  Coksistokt  op  New  York 

May  5,  1769. 

(STerend  Gentlemen,  etc. : 

The  ardent  wish,  the  sincere  desire  and  the  earnest  longing  after  peace  and  unity 
rtth  an  the  brethren  of  oiib  Confession  in  this  country,  as  well  as  elsewhere,  causes 
s  to  acquiesce  in  your  desire,  as  expressed  in  your  proposition  concerning  our  Classi- 
il  Letter.  Although  we  know  nothing  particularly  of  the  letter  recelyed  by  the 
lonferentie  brethren,  yet  the  duty  is  plain:  to  labor,  in  anticipation  of  Union. 
XJmUm  is  to  be  sought  by  anticipation].  Let  this,  then,  serve  as  a  more  definite' 
tutement  of  the  meaning  and  understanding  of  the  Rey.  Coetus,  in  regard  to  the 
ODtants  of  your  letter  in  reference  to  Church  Goyemment.  As  to  the  establishment, 
ad  what  pertains  to  the  Academy,  these  things  belong  to  the  Trustees  and  the  dellb- 
ratlons  of  the  brethren  when  united.  The  Coetus  would  rather  accept  the  Plan 
of  Union],  as  proposed,  taken  In  Its  right  understanding,  without  any  exception  to 
ay  of  its  parts,  than  that  peace  should  not  be  established.  They  are  willing  to  for- 
llTt  and  altogether  forget  eyery thing  that  has  happened,  in  so  far  as  it  was  of  a  per- 
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Bonal  nature;  and  when  united  again,  to  work  together  in  bringing  the  several 
gregatlons  to  a  good  condition ;  for  In  this  particular,  there  U  a  defect  in  the  CUfll- 
cal  Letter.  As  regards  that  expression,  "  Close  Union  *\  we  woold  prefer  the  addi- 
tion of  the  word,  ecclesiastical ;  or  better  still,  let  the  whole  phrase  read,  *'A  ckM 
Ecclesiastical  Union  with  the  Church  of  the  Netherlands.*' 

However,  so  far  as  the  Plan  requires  the  signing  of  the  Dutch  Formnlae  of  nnlty; 
the  acceptance  of  the  Rules  of  Church  Goyernment ;  Correspondence ;  availing  oo* 
selves  of  their  advice,  suggestions  and  deliberations;  and  acting  as  far  as  poalble 
in  accordance  with  them ;  as  also  In  forwarding  every  year  the  anbetance  of  oar 
proceedings :  all  these  things  the  Coetus  acquiesces  in  and  accepts. 

As  regards  the  names  of  our  "Assemblies ",  although  they  are  not  cftteotiaJ 
matters  we  would  nevertheless,  prefer  such  as  are  already  well-known  and  in  ue 
in  the  Church.  These  would  be  more  serviceable  in  securing  peace  here,  and  in  ouis- 
talnlng  the  Union  with  the  Churches  in  the  Netherlands.  They  would  also  etut 
us  to  be  recognized  as  a  part  of  that  Church.  Such  a  course,  in  our  Judgment,  woiU 
be  rather  in  accordance  with,  than  contrary  to,  the  Constitution. 

With  reference  to  the  Theological  I^ofessor  having  a  seat  and  a  yolce.  [ia  ov 
Assemblies],  we  wish  to  act  In  accordance  with  Church  Order,  as  occasioa  mif 
require,  and  through  the  Deputati  Synodl.  We  wish,  indeed,  that  the  Ddek 
Reformed  in  this  country  would  unite  for  such  purposes.  But  although  tiim 
things  are  not  attained,  the  Coetus  will,  nevertheless  countenance  the  other 
as  presented,  so  far  as  occasion  will  permit.  This  serves.  Rev.  Brethren,  to 
municate  to  you,  our  opinion,  expecting  also  to  receive  and  profit  by  yonra 

Wishing  you  all  happiness,  we  remain. 

Your  Revs.  Servants  and  Brethren,  in  the  name  and  by  order  of  tlie  Itef. 
Coetus. 

Samuel   Verbryck,   President  p.  t 
David  Marinus,  Secretary  p.  t 

New  York.  May  5th,  1769. 

This  statement  of  theirs,  I  considered  altogether  unsatisfactory  yet  the  Preiltat 
[of  our  Consistory]  considered  it  to  be  right.  I  considered  that  they  only  pw*- 
tially  intimated  their  opinion,  in  order  that  they  might  not  be  caught  by  m. 
Finally,  I  read  the  letter  which  had  been  sent  to  the  Conferentle,  and  showed  tnm 
it  that  if  In  making  peace,  forgiveness,  etc.,  were  previously  stipulated  by  the  Ber. 
Classis,  there  was  no  necessity  for  sending  the  Plan  [of  Union]  to  the  Synod  it 
all.  Thereupon  I  was  openly  opposed  by  my  colleagues,  as  well  as  by  a  Itife 
majority  of  the  Consistory,  and  by  the  Committee  of  the  Coetus;  and,  not  bdBf 
willing  to  try  to  answer  everything,  I  had  to  endure  many  insulting  IhsinuatloDt. 
I  finally  asked  permission  to  speak  to  the  Committee,  and  I  addressed  them  la 
these  words: 

Address  of  Rev.  Ritzema. 

"  Gentlemen,  inasmuch  as  I  am  aware  that  there  are  certain  things  in  that  Flan 
[of  Union]  which  do  not  suit  you  I  would  say,  that  the  same  is  the  case  with  me 
also ;  and  I  believe  that  the  same  condition  prevails  in  the  Rev.  Consistory  of  New 
York.  Therefore  let  every  man  have  liberty  to  present  his  own  suf^estlons  before 
the  Rev.  Classis  and  Synod,  and  let  us  then  await  for  their  decisions,  and  unitedly 
submit  to  them.  That  will  end  the  matter,  whatever  the  result  may  be.  I  also 
promise  you  that  I  will  not  take  any  advantage  of  what  you  have  written." 

But  this  they  peremptorily  refused  and  intimated  with  sufilcicnt  plainness  that 
they  were  unwilling — Just  as  they  have  always  shown  themselves  to  be — to  submit 
to  any  decisions  of  the  Classis  or  Synod,  (for  submission  represents  the  spirit  of 
Popery),  except  the  decisions  be  such,  as  are  favorable  to  their  own  interests. 
They  are  not  even  willing  to  be  obliged  to  call  a  Theological  l^rofessor  from  Holland, 
for  their  Prospective  Academy.  Thereupon,  the  following  written  reply  was  gives 
them: — 
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V. 

Reply  of  the  Consistoby  of  New  Yobk. 

"That  whereas  the  basis  of  peace  as  proposed  in  the  Plan  [of  Union],  has  not 
jet  been  agreed  upon,  they  can  do  nothing  further  in  the  matter  than  to  request 
tli€  two  ministers  belonging  to  the  Conferentie  brethren  to  do  all  that  lies  in  their 
power  to  promote  peace  in  the  churches  of  these  regions.'* 

Signed,  Archibald  Laldlie,  Pres.  p.  t. 

Behold  now,  Rev.  Gentlemen,  the  situation.  Understand  and  Judge  for  yourselyes. 
I  bope,  that  I,  for  my  part  am  now  done  with  it,  and  will  have  no  more  occasclon  to 
Im  troublesome  to  your  Rev.  Body.  I  intend  to  cleave  with  faithfulness,  to  the  Doc- 
trine and  Constitution  of  the  Church  of  the  Netherlands  to  the  end.  Having  been 
obliged  to  experience  a  great  deal  of  opposition,  with  but  little  assistance — opposi- 
tion. Indeed,  more  than  my  powers  can  endure,  I  shall  commend  all  parties  to  the 
I^ord ;  for  I  can  be  of  no  more  assistance  to  help  matters ;  and  in  trying,  I  only 
increase  my  sorrows ;  yet  I  have  a  pure  conscience  before  God. 

To  tell  the  truth,  the  spirit  of  fanaticism  and  independence  makes  fearful  progress ; 
Bible  phraseology  Is  no  longer  coimted,  by  many,  as  the  expression  of  religious  feel- 
ings, and  people  run  from  one  church  to  another.  In  addition  to  our  Third  or  North 
Chnrch,  [Fulton  St.],  and  the  Presbyterian  church,  [Wall  St.],  a  Scotch  Seceder 
Cbnrch  was  built  in  this  city  during  the  past  year.  Another  was  also  built  for  a 
certain  one-eyed,  half-paid  officer,  by  the  name  of  Webb.  In  this,  anybody,  except 
lawfully  appointed  ministers,  is  allowed  to  preach.  An  Anabaptist  minister,  a  fegn- 
lar  fanatic,  also  creates  a  great  disturbance  here.  Unless  our  Church  can  be  saved 
by  a  "  Close  Union  "  with  the  Church  of  Holland,  and  by  getting  from  the  Nether- 
lands an  experienced  Professor  in  Theology — let  him  be  located  wherever  he  may  be, 
I  shall  never  take  up  arms  upon  that  point — I  fear,  that  we  shall  not  continue  to 
-exist  as  a  church  in  America  very  much  longer,  although  we  ought  to. 

For  what  is  the  use  in  having  the  Congregations  supplied  with  ministers  who 
either  lead  lives  dishonorable  to  their  profession,  or  are  ignorant  [know-nothings], 
telsifying  the  Word  of  God,  or  at  all  events  not  discerning  the  mind  of  the  Spirit. 
They  reiterate  the  same  old  platitudes  from  day  to  day.  They  are  like  a  door  turn- 
ing on  its  hinges,  without  ever  making  any  progress ;  yet  they  are  skillful  masters 
In  judging  others.  A  few  days  ago,  I  had  an  amusing  example  of  this,  In  the  case 
^  a  minister  who  is  by  no  means  considered  among  the  least.  When  I  sought  to 
torn  the  conversation  upon  the  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  God,  giving  proofs  as 
1  proceeded  from  point  to  point,  he  replied  : — Sir,  I  am  obliged  to  disagree  with 
jon,  but  immediately  became  as  dumb  as  a  flsh.  But  I  see  neither  the  necessity 
nor  the  possibility  for  having  an  Academy  for  ourselves.  Could  only  something 
permanent  be  done  by  the  Rev.  Classis  and  Synod,  I  would  rejoice  in  my  old  age; 
bnt  I  have  many  fears.  The  best  ones  have  become  discouraged ;  but  the  others  are 
lK>iind  to  go  ahead,  and  with  untiring  zeal,  they  seek  for  adherents  ail  over  the  land. 
I  remain  Rev.  Gentlemen,  after  cordial  good  wishes  to  you  and  yours. 
Your,  etc.,  Humble  Servant  and  Brother  in  Christ, 

Johannes  Rltzema. 

New  York,  May  0th,  1760. 

Consistory  of  New  York  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  May 

11,  1760.     Vol.  33,  Page  150,  Xo.  413. 
A  letter  from  the  Consistory  at  New  York,  dated  May  11,  1769, 

and  signed  in  its  name  by  Archibald  Laidlie,  president,  and 

Lamb,  de  Konde,  scribe. 

(Abstract.) 

HaTlng  learned  of  the  '*  Plan  "  proposed  by  us,  (the  Classis),  and  laid  before  the 
Tery  Rev.  Synod,  with  a  view  to  healing  the  breach  in  the  Dutch  churches  of  that 
country.  It  takes  the  liberty  of  communicating  its  yiews  with  regard  to  it. 
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It  thinks  It  has  good  grounds  for  supposing  that  if  the  Conferentle,  as  well  as 
Coetas — ^both  haying  been  invited  for  that  purpose — ^had  on  the  2nd  of  Mhy, 
together  there,  it  would  have  had  good  results;  and  that,  in  case  both  parties 
still  differed  in  somethings,   it — the  consistory — might  possibly  have  been  able    tiy 
act  as  mediator  in  bringing  them  together.     It  states,  however,  that  the  Coetoa  lia<t 
indeed,  held  a  meeting;  but  of  the  Conferentie,  but  few  members  had  assemhiect 
because  the  order  for  this  Assembly  had  been  countermanded ;  without  their  InvsMI- 
gating — though  it  would  not  have  been  difficult  to  do  so— by  whom  that  was  doac^ 

That,  however,  our  letter,  relating  to  the  Coetus,  had  been  read  to  them,  with  tt»      ff.'«- 
declaration  of  a  hearty  desire  that  they  would  unite  on  the  Plan,  sabstantlally,  tt 
least,  as  proposed  by  us ;  and  with  the  request  that  the  Consistory  woold  do  its  ptrt 
in  helping  to  bring  about  peace. 

Wherefore,  that  Consistory  can  not  refrain  from  earnestly  and  hombly  nqoeittar 
as  that  we  would  be  pleased  to  keep  on  with  our  most  powerful  efforts  to  get  tk> 
parties  to  unite,  if  at  all  possible.  It  urges  this  request  by  the  farther  conslderttlfla 
that,  if  this  desired  end  is  not  soon  attained,  the  Coetus,  thinking  Itself  pnbad 
aside,  might  easily  go  over  to  the  Presbyterians ;  thereby  not  less  than  ten  thouwid 
people  of  the  Dutch  churches  would  be  torn  away ;  and  those  belonging  to  tkt 
Conferentie  would,  upon  the  death  of  their  present  ministers ;  be  In  danger  of 
dropping  off  to  the  Church  of  England,  where  the  doctrines  of  pure  grace  are  scaraiy 
to  be  found.  Thus  the  Confession  of  the  Church  of  Holland — the  first  to  be  tinilt 
in  that  land — would  be  found  nowhere  else  than  In  the  Individual  churches  of  Mer 
Tork'and  Albany,  the  latter  being  still  neutral. 

It  adds,  indeed,  that  the  ministers  of  the  Coetus  are  by  others  made  ont  to  bt 
Independents,  and  also  illiterate  men ;  but  that,  nevertheless.  It  knows  them  to  ^ 
faithful  to  the  Doctrine,  and,  as  far  as  the  condition  of  the  country  admit,  to  tht 
Discipline  of  the  Holland  Church.  For  which  reason,  it  would  be  the  greater  plt|» 
If,  with  all  their  churches,  they  should  meet  with  a  rebuff. 

This  Consistory  further  hopes,  that  it  may  be  allowed  to  remark  on  our  FIi> 
(Dutch :  Project)  in  general :  that,  while  it  is  substantially  approved,  it  would  iiMX* 
powerfully  tend  to  promote  the  desired  peace,  if  the  following  changes  could  be  B*^ 
in  it: 

First:  that  no  social  Union  (sociale  Unle)  be  contemplated  with  the  Acadeoiy  ^ 
Princeton,  or  with   the  Episcopalians  at  New  York,  because  the  Dutch  chorc^ 
would  run  the  risk  of  being,  with  their  Confession,  absorbed  by  such  a  Union;  J7 
that  the  re-united  congregations  might  better  together  choose  a  Professor  of  'i^ 
ology,  under  whose  instruction  students  could  finish  their  studies  in  theology,      *^ 
This,  it  also  Judges  to  be  absolutely  necessary,  because  in  the  Netherlands  the^"^^^^ 
not  to  be  found  a  sufficient  number  of  ministers  who  are  capable  of  conducting' 
vices  in  the  English  language.     For  the  rising  generation  must,  because  of  the 
eral  use  of  the  English  language,  necessarily  have  a  service  in  English,  If  it 
to  pass  over  to  other  denominations.     Then,  if  the  reunited  parties,  together, 
a  Professor,  the  Consistory  does  not  doubt  that  the  Dutch  churches  would, 
a  short  time,  have  a  fiourlsbing  Academy  like  the  one  at  Princeton,  or  like 
the  capital,   (New  York)   of  which  Rev.  Ritzema,  to  their  sorrow,  has  been 
director,  (gouveneur).     Being  bound  to  work  for  it.  he  might  easily  object  to 
would  be  a  hindrance  to  him  in  the  carrying  out  of  our  Plan. 

Secondly,  that  the  (proposed)  names  (in  the  Plan)  of  Convention  (Conventie) 
Coetus  be  changed  to  such  as  are  known  to  the  Church  Order. 

Thirdly,   it   desires   to   learn   froip   us   what  we   would   think   of  the   (< 
Churches  of  Pennsylvania  also  uniting  with  those  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

For  the  rest  it  holds  that  our  Plan  would  be  agreeable,  at  least  to  nine-tenths- 
the  Churches  in  those  regions.  ^nT^r 

It  closes  with  thanks  for  our  watchfulness  as  regards  the  state  of  the  chui 
New  Netherland,  and  with  tender  wishes  for  our  good. 

The  P.  S.  contains  a  reminder  of  the  fact  that  the  Congregation  of  the  city  of 
York  belongs  neither  to  the  Coetus,  nor  to  the  Conferentie ;  so  that  if  any 
from  one  or  the  other  of  the  parties  might  seem  to  convey  the  idea  that  it  gave 
approval,  such  letters  must  have  been  written  without  its  knowledge  and  appr-- 
tlon. 

Finally,  It  mentions  that  Rev.  Ritzema,  being  a  member  of  the  Conferentie, 
hiB  own  request,  excused  from  attending  this  present  church-meeting. 
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1769.     Vol.  33,  Page  144.     No.  410. 
Poi-tfolio,  "  Xew  York,"  Vol.  II. 

Xjettev  from  Cornelias  Klopper,  merchant  In  New  York,   dated  May   12,   1769; 
Accompanied  by  a  letter  written  to  tiis  Hon.  by  the  Consistory  of  Kingston,  April  15, 
1T68.     Extract  No.  410. 
Addressed  on  the  outside : 

To  the  Very  Rev.,  Very  Learned  Gentlemen,  the  Messrs.  Wilhelmns  Koolhaas  and 
I^trus  Curtenius,   Professors  and  Deputies  of   the  very   Rev.    Classia  on  Foreign 
AlEalrs,  residing  at  Amsterdam. 
H«T.  Sirs: — 

On  the  arrival  of  Rev.  Warmoldus  Kuypers  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  him  in  love. 
I  learned  from  his  Rev.  that  the  call  from  Kingston  had,  by  your  Revs.,  been  offered 
to  blm.  Besides,  Mr.  Hodshon  informed  us  that  the  Rev.  Professor  Koolhaas  had 
told  him  that  the  only  hitch  about  providing  a  minister  for  the  church  at  Kingston 
Wms  a  lack  of  persons,  but  that,  as  soon  as  a  person  offered  himself,  there  would  be 
Ho  delAy  in  sending  him. 

And,  as  I  was  aware  that  that  church  longs  very  much  to  know  whether  there  is 
liope  of  their  getting  a  minister  in  answer  to  their  call,  I  could  not  keep  myself, 
<kom  Informing  their  Hons.  of  the  fact.  They  have  now  been  without  a  pastor  for 
«lx  years  and  a  half.  This  is  to  the  great  detriment  of  their  church  not  only,  but 
mlmo  to  their  own  discouragement  by  reason  of  the  long  lapse  of  time  before  they 
<rt»talned  the  least  assuring  Information  as  to  whether  they  could  expect  a  minist«r. 
They  finally  concluded  to  send  me  a  letter,  in  which,  for  several  reasons  given,  they 
"wonld  like  to  have  the  call  they  sent  returned,  In  case  no  minister  had  yet  been 
appointed. 

Having  considered  this  letter,  I  deemed  it  advisable  to  send  It,  under  my  convert, 
to  your  Revs.,  Just  as  it  came  to  me ;  Judging  that  your  Revs.,  could  from  it  perceive 
-tfielr  sentiments  fully  as  well,  as  if  I  had  given  them,  not  doubting  but  that  they 
will  receive  such  suitable  consideration  from  your  Revs,  as  the  state  of  the  case 
requires.  I  have  only  this  to  frdd,  that  one  of  the  elders  told  me,  in  the  name  of  the 
Consistory,  that,  if  at  the  time  of  your  Revs,  receipt  of  my  letter,  no  minister  has 
yet  accepted  the  call,  your  Revs,  might  be  so  kind  as  to  wait  about  returning  the 
eall  until  the  end  of  September,  so  that  in  the  intervening  time  sdtaae  capable  person 
may  possibly  still  present  himself,  and,  if  nothing  comes  of  this,  simply  to  send 
back  the  call  with  the  first  opportunity. 

It  would  grieve  me  sorely  to  see  the  call  come  back  without  a  pastor,  seeing  that 
that  church  has  so  long  waited  for  one  with  exceeding  patience;  and  especially, 
because  it  is  so  peculiarly  well  situated  for  keeping  itself  in  close  connection  with 
the  Mother-Church  of  the  Netherlands.  And,  although  it  could  help  itself  well 
enough  in  securing  a  minister  here,  yet,  out  of  respect,  It  would  much  prefer  to 
bave  one  sent  to  it  directly  by  the  Rev.  Oassis. 

And,  therefore,  if  it  could  be  brought  about  that  a  capable  man,  one  of  tried 
teaming  and  piety  and  of  good  voice,  were  sent  to  them,  it  would  be  greatly  con- 
'daclre  to  the  upbuilding  of  God's  Church.  And  so  far  as  I  am  acquainted  with 
that  church,  a  minister  shoufd  consider  himself  particularly  fortunate  in  accept- 
ing a  call  from  it,  as  I  consider  it  to  be  the  best  call,  next  to  one  from  the  capital 
ot  this  Province ;  and  the  Church,  one  which  eminently  deserves  to  have  a  capable 
minister  sent  to  it. 

At  this  point  I  break  off.     Commending  your  Revs.  Much  respected  persons  to  the 

Protection  of  the  Most  High.     I  have  the  honor,  with  special  regard,  to  call  myself. 

Your  Revs.  Obedient  Servant, 
^^  Cornelius  Clopper. 

^^ew  York,  May  12,  1769. 

To  the  Rev.  and  Very  Learned  Gentlemen, 

Wilhelmus  Koolhaas  and 

Petrus  Curtenius, 

Professors,  etc. 
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Acts  op  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
John  Livingston. 

1769,  June  5th.  Art.  3.  The  Eev.  John  Livingston,  not 
laiowing  that  in  the  month  of  May  there  was  no  meeting  of  Clas- 
siB,  asks  for  his  preparatory  examination  at  this  Classis.  This 
was  granted  him  after  he  had  handed  in  laudable  certificates,  both 
ecclesiastical  and  academical. 

At  the  previous  Classis  the  same  privileges  were  granted  to  Rev. 
Henry  van  Eckdom.     xiv.  194. 

Approval  of  Books. — Rev.  John  Ritzema. 

Art  7  ad  8.  On  the  report  of  the  Messrs.  Visitatores  Ubio- 
rum,  the  Classis  has  approved  a  treatise  by  Rev.  Gert.  Kulen- 
kamp,  entitled,  "  Brief  Jointed  Expansion,  (paraphrase  ?)  of  Ps- 
XXX Vn  " ;  and  also  a  writing  by  Rev.  J.  J.  Kessler,  having  for 
its  title,  "  Defence  against  the  Accusations,  wherewith  the  Kev. 
Mr.  Hillebrandus  Jansonius,  minister  at  Veendam,  has  burdened 
the  Doctrine  and  Honor  (Leer  en  Eer)  of  the  ministers  of  th© 
Netherlands  Reformed  Church ;  in  the  dispute  on  the  True  Natax* 
of  the  Holy  Sacraments,  and  who  ought,  may,  and  can  properly 
partake  of  them  with  a  blessing;  with  a  refutation  of  what  heha^ 
advanced  as  his  own  opinion  on  that  point," 

There  was  read  by  the  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  a  letter  fro^ 
Rev.  John  Ritzema,  minister  at  Xew  York,  dated  March  29,  l76^- 
The  brethren  previously  appointed  as  a  committee  on  the  busin^^ 
of  the  churches  of  IN'ew  !N'etherland,  are  requested  and  comio^^ 
sioned  to  examine  the  contents  of  this  letter,  as  well  as  of  otb^^^ 
which  may  arrive  for  them,  and  to  make  a  report  thereof  to  01^ 
sis,  and  furnish  it  with  a  pre-advice.     xiv.  195,  196. 

Henry  Eckdom  axd  John  Livingston. 

Art.  11.     There  were  both  subjected,  by  Examiner  van  Ytl^^ 
to  a  very  searching  preparatory  examination,  in  Sacred  (Di^^^ 
tic?)  and  Polemic  Theolog\';  also  in  the  Sacred  Languages--'^* 
Hebrew,  on  Prov.  1 ;  in  Greek  on  Rom.  1 ;  after  they  had  preacjl^ 
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former  on  Pro  v.  1:7;  and  the  other,  (Livingston)  on  Gal. 
,  "  Even  as  Abraham  believed  God,  and  it  was  accounted  to 
or  righ^usness.  Know  ye  therefore  that  they  which  are 
th,  the  same  are  the  children  of  Abraham."  Both  gentle- 
Lcqnitted  themselves  so  well  in  their  answers  to  the  proposed 
ions,  that  they  Wrere  by  a  unanimous  vote,  admitted  to  the 

of  public  preaching,  and  that  with  full  freedom,  (voile 
e:  plenty  of  room).     The  clerk  was  ordered  to  give  them 
ble  certificates. 
By  sign^ed  the  Formulae  of  Concord;  promised  to  read  the 

questions  in  the  Baptismal  Form  without  change;  repu- 
l  the  condemned  opinions  of  Prof.  Eoel  and  Doctor  Bekker ; 
ook  the  oath  against  Simony.  The  Examiner  was  also 
ed.     xiv.  196,  197. 

Chijbch  of  New  Yobk. 

r 

The  Dutch  Ministers  asked  to  preach  in  K'orth  Church. 

New   York,   July  3rd,   1769. 
itory  held  after  calling  on  God*8  name. 

: — Ministers. 

Domlne  J.   Rltzema 
Domlne  L.  de  Ronde 
Chrystoffel  Stymets 


John  Gilbert 

Jeremla  Brewer 

Jakobus  Roosevelt,  John's  son. 

Zacharias  Zlkkels  Elders.  / 

Jakob  van  Wagenen 

Richard  Bancker 

Nicholaas  C.  Bogart 

Wm.  de  Peyster 


Dayld  Abeel 
Francis  Marschalk 
Dick  Schuyler 
Luke  Romme 
Pleter  Keteltas 
Abraham  Lott 
Evert  Bancker. 


Slders  and  Deacons  desired  domlne  Rltzema  and  domlne  de  Ronde  to  render 
on  Sunday  morning.  In  their  turn,  In  the  North  Church,  until  another 
minister  should  be  called;  or  until  the  time  that  the  Wednesday  service 
iced  again  in  the  Old  Church.  They  said  they  foresaw  difficulty,  because 
called  Dutch  brethren  were  opposed  to  this.  Thereupon  the  Elders  and 
I  brought  some  reasons  to  prevail  upon  the  ministers.  Domlne  Rltzema 
swered  that  the  thing  was  reasonable,  and  he  was  willing  to  fill  hU  turn, 
^lleague  would.  But  domlne  de  Ronde  said  out  roundly  that  he  would  not, 
^d  some  highflying  expressions  which  provoked  some  hard  words  against 
lis  brought  little  improvement  and  led  to  a  fierce  dispute,  and  so  made  an 
the  request. 

Signed  etc., 

J.   Rltzema,  p.   t.   President. 


1768 
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Acts  of  the  Deputies.     July  17,  1769. 

Consistory  of  New  York  to  Eev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Maidi  31, 

1769.     VoL  33,  page  144.     No.  409. 

(Abstract.) 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Consistory  at  New  York,  signed  in  the  mmt  «f 
all,  by  Archibald  Laldlle,  March  31,  1760.  This  contained  a  request  and  aQtbori» 
tion,  addressed  to  the  Rev.  Classis,  to  appoint  for  that  chnrch,  as  a  fonrtb  iniBb- 
ter,  and  the  second  one  to>  preach  In  the  Tkigllsh  language,  the  Ber.  John  E  U^ 
Ingston,  whose  preparatory  examination  was  performed  by  the  Classis  which  wif 
last  held,  ylz.,  on  June  5th  of  the  same  year;  with  an  accompanying  letter,  ex- 
tending a  call  to  the  same  person,  signed  by  all  the  members  of  our  Coosiitofy, 
and  of  the  same  date — March  81,  1769. 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Rev.  John  Livingston  Called  to  New  York. 

1769,  July  17tli.  Art.  3.  The  call  of  Mr.  John  livingstorx, 
by  the  Church  of  New  York  in  North  America,  to  be  the  f ourtl* 
minister  in  the  church  there,  was  read.  He  is  called  to  preacib 
in  the  English  language,  chiefly;  but  he  may  also,  occasionally^j 
preach  in  the  Dutch  language.  The  call  is  dated  March  81, 176^  j 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  in  America,  and  is  signed  by  the  mio-' 
isters  and  elders  of  New  York.  This  letter  was  placed  b  ttc 
hands  of  Eev.  Buurt,  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  LivingstoH*^ 
who  is  also  to  inform  him  that  he  must  be  present  at  the  nff^ 
meeting  of  Classis,  and  declare  whether  he  accepts  this  call  or  not 
xiv.  197. 

Letters  Brought  In. 

1.  A  letter  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  February  21, 1769) 
signed  by  H.  Kronenburg. 

2.  A  letter  from  Colombo,  Nov.  10,  1768.  This  gives  an  ^^ 
count  of  the  state  of  tlie  church  at  the  Capital  and  in  other  ^^ 
tricts,  but  complains  that  they  have  not  received  letters  for  ^^ 
years.  The  Eev.  Curten,  however,  declares  that  he  has  written  ^ 
them. 

3.  A  letter  from  Cornelius  Klopper,  merchant  of  New  Yo^^ 
May  12,  1769. 
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4.  A  letter  from  certain  members  of  the  Conf erentie,  dated 
3w  York,  May  5,  1769,  and  signed,  John  Casper  Fryemoet, 
^rardus  Daniel  Cock,  Isaac  Rysdyk,  John  Michael  Kern,  min- 
ers respectively,  at  (Livingston)  Manor,  and  the  Kamp;  at 
anebeck;  at  Ponghkeepsie ;  and  at  New  York. 
6.  A  letter  from  the  Coetus,  dated  New  Yorki  May  5,  1769, 
i  signed  by  Samuel  Verbryck,  President,  and  David  Marinns, 
srk. 

6.  A  letter  from  the  Consistory  of  New  York,  dated  May  11, 
69,  and  signed  in  its  name,  by  Archibald  Laydly,  President, 
mbertus  de  Ronde,  Clerk. 

7.  A  letter  from  Eev.  Eitzemft,  March  29,  1769,  of  New  York. 

8.  Another  from  the  same.  May  9,  1769,  of  New  York.     xiv. 


>5C3BRNING  THE  PuLN^    [OF  TJnION]    FOB  NbW  YoBK,  FOB  HaBt 

MONIZING  THE  ChUBCHBS  ThBBB. 

Art  11.  It  was  resolved  by  the  Classis,  that  if  the  Plan  for 
BW  York  be  rejected  by  the  Synod  [of  North  Holland],  our 
legates  [to  that  Synod]  do  then  declare,  in  the  name  of  the 
Kfisis,  that  the  Classis  [of  Amsterdam]  declines  forever  to 
irge  itself  any  further  with  the  affairs  of  New  York ;  and  that 
iceforth  she  altogether  leaves  to  the  care  of  Synod  everything 
t  is  to  be  done  in  behalf  of  those  churches ;  that  she  also  there- 
h  surrenders  all  the  letters  which  the  Classis  has  received  from 
various  parties  in  New  York,  that  the  Synod  may  deal  with 
Xn  as  she  may  deem  good. 

But  if  the  said  Plan  be  not  rejected,  information  is  sought 
ether  the  Classis  does  then  have  the  liberty,  while  parties  are 
ruch  variance,  to  act  pro  re  nata. 

iThe  enclosed  letter  directed  to  the  Synod,  which  was  sent  under 
1  to  us  by  some  members  of  the  Conferentie,  must  not  be  de- 
Bred  over  until  we  have  heard  the  results.  Then  must  also  the 
rt  letter  of  Eitzema  be  delivered  [to  the  Synod.]     xiv.  199,  200. 
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Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amstebdam, 

New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

1769,  Synodalia,     Art.  44.     The  Classis  awaits  what  the  Synod 
shall  please  to  resolve  on  the  pre-advice  of  its  Commit4»e,  in  the 
case  of  New  York  and  localities  belonging  thereto,  handed  in  Inst 
year,  and  inserted  into  the  Synodical  Acta,  and  taken  ad  refer 
endum.     xiv.  209. 

Action  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  July  25-Auo.  3, 

1769.     Vol.  65. 

Abticle  36. — Classical  Changes. 

Rev.  Warmoldas  Kaypers,  was  at  his  request,  dismissed  from  the  serrlce  it 
Curacoa,  and,  on  Oct.  3.  1768,  ordained  to  the  service  in  the  churches  of  Tfct 
Flats  and  Red  Hook,  in  New  York. 

Article  43. — Attempts  at  Union  of  the  Dutch  and  GebmaJ 

Churches. 

This  Committee  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Christian  Synod,  that  from  tb» 
hands  of  the  Deputies  they  had  received  the  following: 

I.  The  Acts  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coetus  held  at  Lancaster.  Sept.  16  and  W, 
1767;  Rev.  (Jonathan)  du  Bols,  President,  Rev.  Van  Hendel.  Scribe.  These  wtft 
received,  October,  1768,  containing  the  following  Information : 

5.  Rev.  Lelth,  (John  Leydt),  commissioned  by  the  Coetus  of  New  Jersey  uA 
New  York,  had  proposed  to  them  that  they  form  a  new  Union  with  one  anotbtf* 
and  also  asked  for  their  help  In  the  establishment  of  an  Academy  [In  New  Jersefl' 
This  had  replied  that  such  a  Union  would  be  a  good  thing,  provided  it  were  n*'^ 
detrimental  to  the  Union  with  the  Netherland  Church ;  and  that  they  heliere  9^ 
that  the  Academy  would  be  beneficial.  The  Commissioners  of  the  OMmii  ^ 
Amsterdam  had  replied  to  this,  on  Nov.  1,  1768,  dissuading  the  Coetus  from  w* 
a  Union  with  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  declaring  that  no  support  was  to  1* 
expected  from  Netherland  for  a  new  Academy. 

II.  In  June  of  this  year  the  Commissioners  had  received  also  the  Acts  of  ^ 
Pennsylvania  Coetus,  held  at  Easton,  Sept.  7,  8  and  9,  1768;  Rev.  Van  HenM 
President,  and  Rev.  Gros,  Scribe. 

8.  Rev.  [John]  Leydt,  together  with  two  other  ministers  had  requested  t***^ 
new  Uaion  might  be  formed  [of  the  German  Coetus]  with  the  Coetus  of  New  Ton 
and  New  Jersey,  and  that  they  together  should  send  a  delegation  to  the  (Mtl^ 
Synod  in  Europe.  They  had  given  tham  a  written  answer  to  the  effect  that  tb^ 
could  not  consent  to  that  proposition,  as  It  would  Interfere  with  [aanloppende  tftf^* 
the  Union  with  Holland;  that  they  were  willing,  through  a  deputation,  to  ia**J 
proposition  to  the  same,  which  might  be  approved  by  us  also,  and  to  recoom*" 
to  us  also  the  establishment  of  High  Schools.  They  had  also  delegated  ^ 
ministers,  Pomp  and  Henop  to  the  Coetus  of  New  York;  but  these  had  reports 
that  not  all  the  members  were  present,  and  that  nothing  was  done;  becaaie  tb*' 
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?re  also  expecting  the  propositions  which  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam  was  to 
ake  to  them. 

6w  Rey.  Dalllker  had  safely  arrived  in  Pennsylvania  and  was  located  at  Amwyl 
k.mwell,  N.  J.) 

0.  They  mention  also  that  a  certain  [Christian]  Frederic  Furing,  [Foerlng]  30 
Mirs  of  age,  who  had  already  for  some  time  studied  languages  and  theology  at 
rlnceton.  and  later  received  instruction  from  several  ministers,  had  been  tried  by 
lem,  and  that  they  had  resolved  to  examine  him  in  the  spring  following;  and 
ley  ask  thereon  our  approval. 

The  Committee,  meanwhile,  have  the  honor  of  serving  the  Christian  Synod  with 
leir  advice  on  the  preceding  report. 

They  praise  their  firmness  In  refusing  to  enter  into  a  union  with  those  of  New 
ork  and  New  Jersey,  which  would  be  at  variance  with  their  connection  with  our 
mods,  and  advise  them  not  to  meddle  any  further  therewith,  but  to  wait  for  the 
■opositions  made  by  our  Synods  and  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
As  regards  the  establishing  of  a  High  School  In  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  they 
Id  better  not  meddle  with  that  for  reasons  stated  in  a  former  report  Our  Synods 
ill  cheerfully  provide  them  with  worthy  ministers  to  edify  the  pastorless 
lurches  and  to  restore  the  erring.  The  Commissioners  from  the  Classis  of 
msterdam  take  this  matter  earnestly  to  heart  and  every  fitting  opportunity  for 
'Uding  the  necessary  means  for  support,  as  well  as  worthy  ministers  is  recom- 
ended  to  them. 

As  regards  the  person  of  Furing,  (Foering)  who  had  already  been  tried  and 
onld  in  the  following  spring  be  examined  and  ordained  to  the  ministry,  he  might, 
>on  giving  sufficient  evidence  of  his  ability  be  appointed. 


Article  44. — New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

Their  Hon.  Mightinesses  are  waiting  to  see  what  the  Classis  had  to  report  on 

Js  matter. 

The  Corresponding  Delegates  had  nothing  about  it  in  their  Acts. 

The  Deputies  had  no  remarks  to  make. 

The  Classis,  having  read  in  full  all  that  they  had  on  this  matter  In  their  Acts, 

id   the   question   being  again   put   all   around,   their   Hon.   Mightinesses  advised 

at,   in  case  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam   knows  how   to   unite   the  parties  in   a 

lendly  way,  it  should  be  authorised,  in  the  name  of  the  Synod,  to  effect  such 

agreement  as  shall  be  satisfactory  to  both  parties. 
rhe  Committee  accepted  this  advice,  subject  to  approval  by  the  Classes,  and  it 
IS  adopted  by  the  Synod.    The  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  is  to  await  the  said 
proval  by  the  Classes  at  their  next  meetings,  and  the  scribe  is  to  give  to  ths 
abstracts  of  this  action. 


Church  of  New  York. 
Domine  De  Ronde. 

1769,  Aug.  21.  Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 
The  Consistory  took  up  the  proceedings  of  the  previous  meeting  to  see  if  It 
•re  possible  to  bring  about  an  accommodation.  Domine  De  Ronde  not  being 
^•ent  on  account  of  Indisposition,  the  Consistory  sent  a  deputation  of  Elders 
d  Deacons:  Jakobus  Roosevelt,  David  Abeel,  Anthony  Ten  Eyck,  Zacharias 
ckelse  and  John  Gilbert,  to  say  to  him.  in  the  name  of  the  Consistory,  that  the 
ers  who  had  been  at  high  words  with  him,  would  lay  up  the  matter  in  dispute. 
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and  forgive  and  forget  all  that  had  passed ;  and  they  also  requested  of  Urn  that  in 
further  blame  hereon  might  cease.  Thus  the  Consistory  would  be  fned  from  tte 
necessity  of  any  unpleasant  proceedings  thereon. 

J.  Bltsema,  p.  t  Pfci. 
Lib.  a  M& 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Extract  from  the  Acta  of  the  Synod, 
of  July  25,  and  following  days,     (1769) 

1769,  Sept.  4th.     Art.  5.     Xew  York  and  New  Jersey,  Art  44 
ad  44. 

The  siij^gestions  (pre-advice)  of  their  Noble  Mightinesses  (rf 

th<j  Synod)  regarding  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  is,  that,  in  caw 

the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  knows  of  any  means  to  bring  the  parties 

into  union,  in  an  amicable  way,  that  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  be 

then  authorized  to  effect  such  an  agreement  in  the  name  of  tlitf 

Synod,  as  shall  most  tend  towards  the  satisfaction  of  both  parties- 

The  delegates  accept  this  pre-advice  subject  to  the  approval  o^ 

their  respective  Classes,  and  the  same  is  converted  into  a  reablc:^ 

tion  of  the  Svnod.     The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  will  await  the  ai 

proval  to  be  decided  at  the  next  ensuing  meetings  of  the  respectivi 

Classes.     Quod  factum. 

J.  van  Messelaar, 

Synodi  hoc  tempore,  Clerk. 

Edam,  xiv.  210-211. 

August  3,  1769. 

Note  ad  Art.  5.     It  was  resolved  that  letters  should  be  written 

to  New  York,  to  the  Coetus,  and  to  the  Conferentie,  and  to  the 

Consistory  of  New  York,  to  inform  them  that  the  business  has 

not  yet  been  finally  acted  on  by  the  Synod ;  that  we  shall  try  to 

formulate  a  Plan,  as  soon  as  this  is  done,  to  unite  all  the  brethren 

there.     Such  a  letter  was  read  to  the  Assembly,  and  approved. 

xiv.  211. 

Letters. 

Art.  8.  A  letter  from  Paramaribo,  May  26, 1769,  signed  by  J. 
B.  van  Rheelen,  J.  H.  Lemmers  and  A.  Gootenaar,  Deputies  from 
Cothia  and  Pereca,  an  extract  from  which  was  read. 


A  lettei 
■rit  n:ont] 

s- i  Clorl 
th-r  previ 


> 


^- 
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A  letter  from  the  Conventus  at  Paramaribo,  dated  1769,  with- 
out month  or  day  and  signed  by  Jacob  Tellans,  as  President, 
Amede  ( ?)  Sunganals,  (?)  as  Adsessor,  and  Ame  Buting,  as  elder 
and  Clerk.  Th<erewith  they  send  the  Acta  of  their  Conventus, 
but  write  nothing  about  the  difficulties  which  were  mentioned  in 
the  previous  letter  of  the  delegates  of  Collica  and  Perica.     xiv. 

211. 

John  Livingston. 

Art  10.  John  Livingston,  called  as  minister  to  New  York, 
states  that  he  had  laid  before  the  Consistory  of  New  York,  in  a 
letter  to  them,  his  scruples  (about  accepting  their  call),  on  account 
of  his  inexperience  in  the  Sacred  Ministry ;  and  that  as  soon  as  he 
shall  have  received  an  answer  thereto  from  New  York,  he  will 
make  known  his  final  answer  to  Classis.     xiv.  212. 

Thb  Classis  of  Amstebdam  to  the  Cobtus,  to  thb  Con- 

FBKBNTTB,    AND   TO   THB    CoNSISTOBY    OF   NbW   YoEK,    SbP.    4, 

1769.     Vol.  31,  p.  331.     No.  196. 

^er.  Bin  and  Very-learned  Brethren:-^ 

We  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  yon  In  few  words,  by  this  present,  that  the 
Christian  Synod  of  North  Holland,  recently  held  at  Edam,  has  authorized  our 
Classis  to  deal  with  you  in  the  name  of  said  Synod,  in  order  to  effect  such  harmony 
^mong  you  as  both  parties  can  cordially  endorse.  Having  learned  the  difficulties 
^s  stated  by  each  side,  we  will  endeavor  to  draw  up  a  Plan  of  such  a  character 
'^liat  the  divided  elements  may  be  reunited  in  a  long-for  Peace.  When  this  Plan 
Mm  finally  approved  by  the  several  Classes,  as  we  expect  it  quickly  will  be,  we  shall 
vend  It  to  you. 

Remaining,  with  hearty  wishes  for  blessings  upon  yourselves  and  churches,  etc.» 


17W 


Daniel  Serrurier,  Dep.  Scrtba. 
JLmsterdam,  In  Classis,  Sept.  4,  1769. 

Chubch  of  New  York. 
Domine  De  Bonde  and  the  Illegal  Marriage. 

New  York,  Sept.  11.  1709. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  Ood*s  name. 

It  was  discussed  and  finally  resolved  that  the  letter  of  Mr.  Barent  Sebrlng, 
delivered  April  14th,  against  domine  de  Ronde,  should,  since  his  Reverence  had  a 
copy,  be  inserted  in  our  church  book. 

Domine  de  Ronde.  having  been  requested  last  Saturday  by  the  deacon  Christoffel 
Stymets,  In  the  name  of  the  Deacons,  to  convoke  the  Consistory,  replied  that  h« 
eould  not  do  It.  because  he  must  sit.  if  at  all.  as  an  honest  man,  and  that  character 
had  been  denied  him  by  the  Consistory;  that  domine  Ritxema  must  be  requested 
to  convoke  the  Consistory.  The  Consistory  resolved  that  this  matter  should  be 
postponed  until  the  return  of  domine  Laid  lie,  when  a  full  meeting  should  be  held 
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and  domine  de  Ronde  be  Invited  Into  the  Consistory  In  order  to  make  an  end  ot 
the  dispute. 

The  Deacons  requested  that  the  Catochists  in  the  Dutch  and  Engrlish  languages 
to  wit,  Mr.  Welp  and  Mr.  Van  Antwerp,  should  be  discharged,  because  they  coo/d 
not  without  Injury  to  the  poor,   raise  the  sum  of  £31.  to  pay  them  both.    Tbt 
Consistory   resolved  that  both  should  continue,   and   in  case  of  need.   appUcatloa 
should  be  made  to  the  Elders. 

It  was  proposed  to  return  thanks  to  the  gentlemen  who  had  been  <hi  the  com- 
mittee for  the  North  Church,  and  who  had  given  the  capitals,  on  the  pillars  therein, 
for  their  services  and  gifts.  This  was  unanimously  agreed  to.  and  Jakobus  Booie- 
velt  and  Francis  Marschalk  were  appointed  for  the  purpose. 

To  THE  Rev.  Gentlemen  Constituting  the  Consistory  opthb 
Dutch  Reformed  Church  in  the  City  of  New  York. 

The  sorrowful  complaint  of  one  of  their  members,  against  domine  Lambertns  de 
Ronde,  for  the  theft  of  his  daughter,  having  married  her  to  a  soldier,  thus  not 
only  inflicting  an  eternal  disgrace  on  his  family  but  causing  all  the  ills  which 
may  flow  therefrom. 

Reverend  Gentlemen:— 

On  the  6th  of  this  month,  I  was  informed  by  certain  persons,  that  my  danghter, 
Susanna,  was  married  to  a  soldier  by  domine  Lambertus  de  Ronde.     This  aston- 
ished me  greatly,  and  inquiring  into  the  matter,  I  found  that  it  was  even  too  true- 
On  the  same  evening  the  soldier  came  and  demanded  from  me  his  wife,  with  hii 
cutlass  In  his  hand,  not  without  threats,  which  amazed  me.  and  made  my  dear  wif^ 
fall  into  convulsions.     Having  set  this  matter  to  rights,  I  requested  the  soldier  to 
wait  until  I  had  Informed  myself  by  domine  de  Ronde,   whether  he  had  married 
them  or  not.     My  other  brothers  going  there,  he  said  that  they  were  lawfully  td»x- 
ried  by  license,  and  it  was  impossible  to  break  the  bond,  and  that  the  better  ^^^ 
was  to  make  the  best  of  It  in  these  circumstances,  because  he  knew  not  that  It  ^^ 
my  daughter,  or  he  would  not  have  married  them.     But  see  here  only  the  Inst  <®^ 
money.     He,  domine  de  Ronde  did  not  ask  my  daughter  who  her  parents  we^* 
what  her  name  was,  or  anything  of  the  kind,  but  only  asked  the  soldier  wha^  ^ 
name  was,  and  If  it  was  with  consent  of  her  parents,  etc.  ^ 

Reverend  Gentlemen,  It  Is  easy  to  see  what  answer  he  would  give  to  further 


cause,  but  my  daughter  declares  to  me  that  if  he  had  asked  her  who  her  ^•'V.^ 
were,  she  would  have  told  him.  Thus,  Gentlemen  to*  his  insisting  that  the  mar^*^^^ 
was  lawful,  he  made  rae  downcast,  and  I  knew  not  what  to  do;  but  had  he  Info*"*^^. 
me  that  the  marriage  made  by  him  was  only  upon  a  certificate  of  his  Colonel,  ,^^^ 
senting  that  he  might  marry,  I  could  have  broken  the  bond,  for  they  both  -■— ^^* 


that  they  had  had  no  carnel  fellowship,  nor  had  ever  been  In  bed  together,  so 
had  not  domine  de  Ronde  deceived  me,  I  could  have  saved  my  daughter  and 
the  shame  which  he  now  cannot  wash  off  from  me. 

See,  then.  Reverend  Gentlemen  one  of  your  ministers  who  makes  no  dlstln^ 
but  unites  free  or  bond,  white  or  black,  soldier  or  citizen's  child,  or  whoever  It 
be  with  one  another,  and  brings  the  peace  and  harmony  of  families  to  utter  T"^ 
because  white  or  black  Is  all  one  to  him,  If  he  can  but  gain  a  dollar  or  two. 

Now,  Gentlemen,  my  request  Is  that  you  would  act  in  this  matter;  he  Is  suW^^ 
to  church  discipline.     If  he  belonged  to  the  Church  of  England  or  the  Presbyterlai 
I  would  apply  to  them  for  redress;  but  since  the  Canons  of  our  Church  are  *>ov^ 
unknown  to  you,  I  request  that  you  will  deal  with  him  as  he  deserves,  and  as  church"^ 
discipline  requires.     Reverend  Gentlemen  my  heart  Is  almost  broken.     I  cannot  ex-   ^ 
press  myself  as  I  would.     Make  the  case  your  own,  and  see  yourselves  robbed  of  a 
dear  daughter,  and  the  rest  of  the  family  forever  destroyed  by  such  a  money  soul, 
who  according  to  my  view  cares  not  whom  he  ruins  if  he  can  get  more  money  thereby. 
Gentlemen  I  pray  you  to  take  this  into  careful  consideration  and  deal  with  him  after 
his  deserts.     Is  that  a  Shepherd's  duty?    O  shame  for  the  congregation  and  Nether- 
lands  Church !     I  remain  with  all  esteem  Rev.  Gentlemen. 

Your  humble  servant, 

Barent  Sebrlng. 
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New  York.  Sept.  26th,  1769. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

The  resolution  of  September  11,  In  reference  to  a  dispute  between  domlne  de  Ronde, 
«nd  some  of  the  members,  was  taken  np,  (to  see  If  it  could  not  be  put  away  in  lore), 
by  three  Elders,  before  whom  domlne  de  Uonde  and  the  Elders  Lott  and  Keteltas 
should  appear.  They  should  settle  the  matter,  and  bring  no  other  report  to  the 
Consistory  than  that  the  strife  was  put  out  of  the  way,  and  so  the  Consistory  would 
be  at  peace.     The  Elders  Roosevelt,  Marschalk  and  Duryee  were  appointed. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Ritzema,  p.  t  President 

New  York,  Sept  27th,  1769. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

The  Elders  Marschalk  and  Duryee  made  report  of  their  commission,  (at  which 
Slder  Roosevelt  was  present,  but  could  not  attend  here  on  account  of  sickness,) 
that  the  matter  in  dispute  was  removed  satisfactorily  to  both  sides.  The  whole 
Consistory  rejoiced  and  their  mutual  satisfaction  was  expressed  by  a  friendly  hand- 
•haklng,  and  the  brethren  of  the  committee  was  thanked  for  their  trouble. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Ritzema,  p.  t.  President 

• 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

John  Livingston. 

1769,  Oct.  2iid.     Art.  10  ad  10.     The  business  of  John  Living- 
ston remains  in  statu,     xiv.  215. 

Church  of  New  York. 

New  York,  Oct  19th,  1769. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

The  Elder  Dirk  Schuyler  and  the  Deacon  Jakobus  Roosevelt,  although  they  had 
each  one  year  yet  to  serve,  requested  their  discharge  from  the  Consistory  on 
account  of  infirmity.  This  the  Consistory  granted,  and  the  more  readily,  because 
thus  the  way  was  prepared  for  choosing  every  year  an  equal  number  of  members 
of  Consistory. 

The  Treasurer,  Adraln  Bancker,  having  removed  his  residence  from  the  city,  his 
brother  Evert  Bancker  was  chosen  in  his  place  to  hold  office  on  the  same  conditions 
as  the  first 

Signed  etc., 

LambertuB  de  Ronde,  p.  t  President 

Dr.  John  H.  Livingston  Accepts  Call  to  N'ew  York. 

New  York.  Nov.  7th.  1709. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Livingston,  dated  at  Utrecht  August  8th, 

1709.     Therein  he  Informed  the  Consistory  that  their  call  had  been  delivered  to 

him  by  the  Depntati  of  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  but  that  his  circumstances 

irere  such  that  he  cculd  not  come  over  this  year.     Nevertheless  from  time  to  time 

he  would  write  to  the  Consistory  concerning  the  acceptance  of  their  call,  and  his 

arrival  in  the  congregation. 

Thereupon  it  was  resolved  that  an  answer  should  be  sent  requesting  him  to  come 
t>Ter  as  early  as  possible  In  the  ensuing  Spring,  because  the  circumstances  of  the 
O>ngregation  Imperatively  demanded  his  services. 
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The  BIder  Eyert  Bancker,  in  the  name  of  Mr.  Isaac  Bootevelt,  presented  a 
glyen  by  the  Consistory  to  Mr.  Dayld  Clarkson,  Noy.  4th,  1768.     By  this  It  mpowtm 
that  the  same,  amounting  with  interest  to  the  snm  of  £1060.,  must  be  paid.    F' 
the  i>ayment  of  said  snm  and  of  other  debts,  the  Consistory  took  op  the  fbllo^ 
sums :  From  Nlch.  J.  Bogart,  £400. ;  John  Bogart,   £800. ;  Mary  Gonlet; 
Jakobns  Booseyelt,  £800. ;  in  all  £1800.    For  these  respectlye  sums,  the 
algned  bonds  in  the  name  of  the  Consistory. 

Signed  etc, 
Lambertos  de  Bonde,  p.  t.  Presldeo 

Petition  fob  a  Chaeteb  for  the  Nbwbuboh 

Mission.     Nov.  17,  1769. 

To  the  Honorable  Cadwallader  Colden,  Esq.  His  Majesty's  Llentenant  Gorer^ — ^mor 
and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Prorince  of  New  York  and  Territories 
Depending  in  America  etc 

The  Petition  of  the  Minister,  Church  Warden  ft  Vestrymen  of  the  Sodety^ 
tlon  Called  New  Bnrgh  Mission  in  the  said  Proylnce. 
Hombly  Sheweth 

That  by  the  pious  donations  of  seyeral  Persons  this  Mission  Is  already  In 
slon  of  Sundry  Tracts  of  Land  which  for  want  of  a  Boyal  Charter  Constituting  TIk. 
the  said  Minister,  Church  Wardens  ft  Vestrymen,  One  Body  Corporate  and  PoB>^tS.c 
are  now  held  for  the  Church  By  Deeds  of  Trust  only ;  The  Inconyenyendea  ari^ft»^ 
from  this  and  sundry  other  matters  In  which  the  good  of  the  Episcopal  Chords.      *^ 
Essentially  Concerned  and  which  might  be  obyiated  by  a  Royal  Charter  haye  Indix^?^^ 
your  Petitioners  Humbly  to  Pray  that  your  Honor  will  be  pleased  to  Grant  r* 
Petitioners  and  their  Successors  His  Majesty's  Charter  of  Incorporation  with  9r 
Immunities  and  Prlylledges  and  under  such  Limitations  and  Restrictions  as 
be  thought  Just  ft   Reasonable.     And  your   Petitioners  as  in  Duty   Bound 
eyer  Pray  etc 

John  Sayre,  Missionary* 

Cadr.  Colden,  Jr.  ^  ^^^^^  Carshaden  ^ 

touef^Fowler      ^Vestrymen.  f'l^TrnJ!^*"'    | Church  Wardens. 

Joseph  Watkins   J  "^^^^'^  ®"^^       ^ 

Doc  Hist  N.  Y.  Vol.  ilL  p.  36a. 
Goldenham  Noyember  17,  1769. 

1769,  December  12.     Read  In  Council  and  granted. 

—Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  Vol.  ilL  p.  868. 

Church  of  New  York. 
Dr.  Livingston  requested  to  hasten  his  arrival. 

New  Ycrk»  Nor.  20th,  1769. 

The  draft  of  a  letter,  in  reply  to  that  of  Mr.  Llyingston  dated  August  8th,  1760, 
and  read  in  the  Assembly  on  the  7th  lust.,  was  presented.  This  being  read,  was 
approyed,  and  is  as  follows: 

Bey.   Sir.   and   Beloyed   Brother   In   Christ: — 

The  Consistory  of  the  Dutch  Congregation  in  New  York  was  honored  on  the 
7th  Inst  with  your  letter  of  the  8th  of  August  last.  From  it,  they  learn  with 
pleasure  that  their  call  was  delivered  by  the  Rey,  Deputati,  etc,  of  the  CUuMfta  oC 
Amsterdam.  Still  they  must  confess  that  It  gives  them  pain  that  they  eamot 
expect  you  to  hear  this  year,  because  the  service  of  domlne  Laldlie,  wSo  preaches 
twice  a  week,  and  catechises  four  times,  is  so  severe,  that  unless  the  hand  of  the 
Lord  strengthened  and  sustained  htm  remarkably,  he  would  fail  and  sink  imder  It. 
This  being  so,  and  the  whole  congregation  as  with  open  mouth  cftllizv  vpoa 
you,  "Come  over  and  help  us,"  the  Consistory  yet  hope  that  the  work  bacim  hiy 
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yon,  tos^ther  with  your  exercise  In)  preaching,  may  be  in  tach  a  state  that  yoa 
can  set  ont  so  early  in  the  ensuing  spring  as  to  arrive  here  In  May  or  June.  This, 
In  our  Judgment,  can  well  be,  If  you  obtain  ordination  at  the  January  Classis  in 
Amsterdam,  and  then  take  the  Journey  over  England;  for  the  waiting  for  a  ship 
from  Amsterdam  to  New  York  is  very  uncertain. 

The  Consistory  appreciate  your  zeal  to  be  so  proficient  in  divinity  as  to  becoma 
Doctor  of  Theology;  but  when  they  observe  that  thus  your  coming  over  may  be 
delayed,  and  the  congregation  deprived  of  the  service  whld)  they  hold  very 
necessary,  your  stay  siiddens  them  greatly. 

Think,  dear  brother,  if  the  Lord  should  please  to  lay  his  hand  upon  domlne 

LAldlle  so  that  he  became  unfit  for  service,  what  In  such  a  case  would  become  of 

tbe  youth,  the  lambs  of  the  flock?    This  one  runs  after  one  persuasion,  and  that 

one  after  another,  and  so  they  are  in  danger  of  becoming  wandering  sheep.     We 

ooald   add  many  other  strong  arguments  to  show   the  necessity   of  your   speedy 

a^rrlval ;  but  you  are  no  stranger  to  our  congregation  and   its  condition   is  not 

anknown  to  you.     80  we  end  with  sighs  and  prayers  to  God,  that  He  would  so 

order  affairs,  that  you  may  land  here  with  the  fullness  of  the  blessings  of  the 

Oospel,   as  early  as  possible  next   Spring;   and   thus  the   sincere  desires   of  the 

^Mmipregation  in  your  call  be  fullfilled. 

The  Lord  be  with  you.    May   He  bless  you,   and   at  a  fit  time  grant  yon  ft 
prosperous  arrival  among  us.     Meanwhile  we  remain. 

Your  humble  servants. 
Signed  etc., 
Lambertus  de  Ronde,  p.  t  President 
^}eiisUrtory  Chamber, 

New  York,  Nov.  20th,  1769. 
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Other  Items,  1769. 

Jan.  3.  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  to  Eev.  W.  Smith.  Doc.  Hist. 
N.  Y.,  4to.  ed.  iv.  252. 

Jan.  24.  Jos.  Chew,  Esq.  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.  Doc.  Hist. 
N.  Y.  iv.  253. 

Jan.  25.  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  to  Rev.  Dr.  Auchmuty.  Doc. 
Hist  N.  Y.  iv.  253. 

Feb.  2.  Hugh  Gaine  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.  (On  completion  of 
Prayer  Book  for  the  Indians).     Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  iv.  254. 

Feb.  25.  Church  Wardens  of  Schenectady  to  Sir  Wm.  John- 
«on.     Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  iv.  255. 

March  17.  Pass  given  to  certain  astronomers  to  witness  the 
transit  of  Venus.     Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  iv.  256. 

April  3.  John  Rend  to  Dr.  Auchmuty.  Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  iv. 
^56. 

April  12.  Rev.  Munro  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.  Doc.  Hist. 
.  Y.  iv.  257. 

April  17.     Mohawk  School  at  Fort  Hunter.     Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y. 

.  261. 
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April  22.     Hugh  Gaine  to  Sir    Wm.    Johnson.       Doc.    Hist. 
N.  Y.  iv.  258. 

April  30,  May  10.     Jas.   Adair,  Esq.  to   Sir  Wm.   Johnson. 
Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  iv.  259. 

May  10.     Sir  Wm.  Johnson  to  Jas.  Adair.     Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y. 
iv.  260. 

Aug.  31.     Hugh  Gain^  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.       Doc.  Hist^ 
N.  Y.  iv.  260. 

Nov.  15.     Jas.  Adair,  Esq.  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.     Doc.  His 
N.  Y.  iv.  262. 

Nov.  16.     Geo.  Croghan  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.       Doc.  Hi 
N.  Y.  iv.  263. 

Nov.  18.     Secretary  Banyar  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.     Doc.  Hi 
N.  Y.  iv.  264. 

Dec.  10.     Rev.  Andrews  to  Sir  Wm.  Johnson.     Doc.  Hist" 
N.  Y.  iv.  264. 

Similar  items,  1770-1774,  in  Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  4to.  ed.  VoL  iw^i   iv. 
.     264-322. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

J.  H.  Livingston. 

1770,  Jan.  9th.     Art.  4.     The  candidate,  John  H.  Livingsta>o^cton 
again  declared,  that  he  had  written  to  the  Consistory  at  New  YorfeTr^rt; 
but  had  as  vet  received  no  letters ;  that  as  soon  as  he  received        J  a 
reply  he  would  make  known  his  decision  to  the  Kev.  Classis  as  tS"       to 
the  call  to  that  church,  which  has  been  sent  to  him.     xiv.  216. 

New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

Classis  proposes  to  hand  over  the  whole  business  to  Synod. 
Section  8.  It  was  resolved,  in  accordance  with  tlie  resolutioi 
adopted  July  17,   17G9,  that  inasmuch  as  the  majority  of  th^ 
Classes  have  not  given  us  as  free  a  hand  to  act  in  pursuance  of  th^ 
Sypiod's  resolution, — to  give  over  the  whole  business  to  the  Synod  £ 
and  also  to  write  the  same  to  tlie  Assemblies  in  New  York,  to  th< 
Coetus,  to  the  Conferentie,  and  to  the  Consistory  of  New  York.— ^ 
The  draft  of  such  a  letter  was  read,  which  shall  be  forwarded, 
xiv.  216. 
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KlN<}STON. 

Section  9.  It  was  further  resolved  to  send  (return)  the  call  of 
Kingston,  to  Mr.  Klopper ;  and  the  letter  written  to  him,  was  read 
and  approved,     xiv.  216. 


1770 


The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Coetus;  to  the  Con- 
fbrbntie;  and  to  the  Consistory  of  New  York.  Jan.  9, 
1770.     Vol.  31,  Page  331.     No.  197. 

^Bey.  Sirs  and  Beloved  Brethren : — 

On  Sept.  4,  1769  we  "wrote  to  you  tbat  the  Christian  Syn<id  of  North  Holland 
liAd  authorized  our  Classis  to  treat  with  you,  In  Its  name,  in«  order  to  effect  such 
bannony  among  you  as  should  he  mutually  satisfactory;  hut  this  resolution  of 
Synod,  was  suhject  to  the  approbation  of  the  Classes,  whose  replies  we  awaited. 

We  haye  now  received  advices  from  all  the  Classes,  hut  have  found  them  such 
that  nothing  can  be  done  by  us  before  the  holding  of  the  Synod,  when  this  subject 
will  be  further  handled.  We  can,  therefore,  tell  you  nothing,  as  yet,  of  the  result. 
We  send  herewith,  only  to  the  Conferentle,  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod  held  at  Edam, 
In  1769. 

Hoping  that  the  God  of  peace  may  be  with  your  Assembly,  congregations  and 
persons,  and  may  give  you  peace  at  all  times  and  in  every  way,  we  sign  ourselves, 

Peter    Curtenlus,    Dep.    Praeses. 


^sterdam,  Jan«  9,  1770. 


Daniel  Serrurler,  Dep.  Scrlba. 


-l^HB  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Mr.  Cornelius  Klopper  op 
New  York,  Jan.  9,  1770.     Vol.  31,  P.  332.     No.  198. 

^^ortby  Sir: — 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  May  12,  1769,  we  are  obliged  to  say  with  sorrow,  that, 
^^>tyylthstandlng  all  our  efforts  to  find  an  able  Pastor  for  the  church  of  Kingston, 
bave  not   succeeded.      The  number  of  candidates   who   wish   to   go   across   the 
Is  very  small.     We  cannot  even  find  a  sufficient  number  for  the  Colonies  of  our 
state,   (viz.  Netherlands),  and  must  often  wait  long  before  we  can  fill  sach 
place. 
"We  are  therefore  obliged  to  send  back  the  request  of  Kingston,  with  their  (blank) 
^,^11 — ^neither  can  we  comply  with  the  request  to  send  a  written  dismissal  of  Rev. 
[eyer  at  present.     For  we  greatly  desire  and  have  a  little  hope  that  the  brethren 
^    tbe   Coetus  and  Conferentle  Assemblies  may  be  pacified,   and  unite  with  each 
^ber ;  and  we  fear  that  a  dismission  sent  now  might  possibly  give  new  occasion 
estrangement     We  hope  that  when  the  Union  of  all  the  brethren  shall   take 
lace,  that  that  Union  Body  may  be  able  to  settle  everything  to  the  satisfaction 
:X  everybody.  Including  the  affairs  of  the  Church  of  Kingston. 

We  kindly  request  you  to  communicate  this  to  the  Church  at  Kingston,  or  to 
Id  them  this  letter  with  the   (returned)   call,  even  as  you  had  the  goodness  to 
^^smmunicate  to  us  their  letter  to  you. 

Wishing  God's  most  precious  blessing  upon  that  Church,  as  well  as  upoD«  your 
irson  and  family,  we  have  the  honor  to  sign  onrftelves,  etc.,  etc. 

(Signed  as  above) 
anaterdam. 
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JouENAL  OF  New  York  Assembly. 

Various  Efforts  to  repeal  or  amend  the  Ministry  Act  of  1693. 

Defeated. 

1770,  Jan.  8.  "A  petition  of  seyeral  of  the  Freeholders  In  behalf  of  thenuelrei 
and  others.  In  the  county  of  Albany,  was  presented  to  the  house  and  read,  pnyiof 
that  a  Bill  may  be  brought  In  to  repeal  the  act  (Sept  1693)  which  compels  pe^ 
sons  of  all  denominations  In  the  counties  of  Westchester,  New  York,  Queeni  and 
Richmond,  to  pay  to  the  clergymen  of  churches  to  which  they  do  not  belong,  ud 
for  other  purposes." 

"Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  honM." 

1770,  Jan.  25.  "Mr.  De  Witt  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole  house,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Bill  entitled,  "An  Act  to  exempt  the  inhabitants  of  the  coontiei 
of  Westchester,  New  Yorlc,  Queens  and  Richmond,  from  any  taxation  for  the 
support  of  the  ministers  of  churches  to  which  they  do  not  belong,  reported  the 
proceedings  of  the  Committee  to  have  been  in  manner  following,  Tix. 

"That  after  having  read  the  first  clause  of  said  Bill,  Capt  De  Lancey  moved 
that  the  words,  "except  such  as  are  or  profess  themselves  to  be  of  the  Bpiicopil 
denomination,  and  more  frequently  or  ordinarily  attend  divine  service,  accordlof 
to  the  rights  of  the  Church  of  England,"  be  struck  out  of  the  said  clause^  and  the 
question  being  put  therein,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  in  the  manner  folIowlBf> 

TlS. 

Affirmative  Negative 

Mr.  De  Lancey  -,     t^,  .    ,,  Col.  Schuyler 

Mr.  Thomas  7,     ^      ?,  Mr.  Ten  Broeck 

Mr.  Seaman  fj!*  ^^^^^  Mr.  Ten  Eyck 

««     ■nm  ^  Mr.  Walton  .,_   ---      . 

Mr.  Billot  ^     y  .  Mr.  Wynderse 

Mr.  Philips  ^  •  J;^f  ^'®^'^  Mr.  Klssam 

Mr.  De  Noyellis  ^'  ^       ^  Mr.  Van  Cortlandt 

Capt.  De  Lancey  ^'  ^^^^^  Mr.  Clinton 

Col.  Woodhull 

Capt  Seaman. 

Mr.  Speaker  then  moved  that  the  Bill  be  rejected;  After  debate  It  was  csrf  *" 
In  the  negative.  ^ 

Negative:     De   Noyellis,    Gale,    Clinton,    Col.    Schuyler,    Ten   Broeck,    Ten    ^^^* 
Wynderse,   Van    Kleeck.    Col.    Philips,    Col.   Seaman,    De   Lancey,    Van    CortU'*' 
Jauney,  Rapalji,  Kissam,  Capt.  Seaman,  Col.  Woodhull,  Nlcholl,  Billot. 

Affirmative:     Mr.  Speaker,  Walton,  Capt.  De  Lancey. 

Col.  Schuyler  made  the  following  motion: 

"I  move  that  so  much  of  the  Bill  as  is* contained  between  the  word  "same*^ 
the  second  line,  and  the  word   "and"  In  the  eighth  line,  be  struck  out  and     ^ 
following  be  substituted  in  lieu  thereof,  viz.     "That  all  such  person  or  persoD^^      ., 
are  not  In  conununlon  with  the  Church  of  England,  shall,  for  and  after  the  P^'^,^ 
cation  of  this  act,  be  exempt  and  they  are  hereby  exempted,  from  paying  any  ^^^u^ 
of  the  said  tax;  and  that  such  proportion  of  said  tax  as  has  been  annually  pat^      J. 
persons,  not  being  in  communion  with  the  Church  of  England,  shall  not  in  fi***^^^^ 
be  raised  in  any  of  the  said  counties,  or  on  any  part  of  the  inhabitants  tbei-'**V 
anything  in  the  said  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding;"  which  passed  U& 
affirmative.  m 

Mr.  De  Witt  then  reported  the  amendments  which  had  been  made,  and  ^®^'*'^^^4 
the  BUI  with  the  amendments,  in  at  the  table  when  the  same  were  again  rea^ 
agreed  to  by  the  house. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  with  the  amendments  be  engrossed. 

1770,  Jan.  26.     The  engrossed  Bill  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  De  Witt  and  Mr.  Ten  Broeck  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the 
and  desire  their  concurrence  thereto. 
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Jan.  27.  Capt  Seaman  made  a  motion  to  request  the  Conncll,  to  acquaint 
lae  what  progress  they  have  made  in  the  Bill  entitled,  An  Act  to  exempt  the 
inta  of  the  counties  of  Westchester,  etc.  from  any  taxation  for  the  support 
Bters  of  churches  to  which  they  do  not  belong.— Capt.  Seaman  and  Ck>l. 
r  were  sent  to  make  the  inquiry. 
It  had  been  read  once,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

April  20,  1777,  and  April  17.  1784.] 

:t  Amendment  to  the  Ministry  Act  op  1693.    Change  op 
Time  fob  Electing  Officers. 

Journal  of  the  New  York  Assembly. 

Jan.  11.  *'  Capt  De  Lancey  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  to  amend  an 
Itled,  "An  act  for  settling  a  ministry,  and  raising  a  maintenance  for  them  in 

of  New  York,  county  of  Richmond,  Westchester  and  Queens  counties,  so  far 
ame  relates  to  the  city  and  county  of  New  York." 
ered.  That  leave  be  given  accordingly." 

Jan.  12.  De  Lancey  presented  his  Bill,  as  proposed  above,  which  was  read 
:  time  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

Jan.  16.  The  above  Bill  was  read  the  second  time,  and  committed  to  a 
tee  of  the  whole  house. 

Jan.  24.  **  Capt.  De  Lancey,  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole  house  to  whom 
erred  the  Bill  entitled  '*An  act  for  settling  a  ministry  and  raising  a  mainte- 
'or  them  In  the  city  of  New  York,  county  of  Richmond,  Westchester  and 
counties,  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,"-— 
1  that  they  had  gone  through  the  Bill,  altered  the  title  and  made  several 
lents  thereto,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  in  his  place,  and  after- 
Bllvered  the  Bill  with  the  amendments,  in  at  the  table,  where  the  same  were 
ead  and  agreed  to  by  the  house." 
!ered.  That  the  BUI  with  the  amendments  be  engrossed." 

Jan.  25.  "  The  engrossed  bill,  entitled,  "An  Act  to  amend  an  act  entitled, 
t  for  settling  a  ministry  and  raising  a  maintenance  for  them  in  the  city  of 
ork,  county  of  Richmond,  Westchester  and  Queens  counties;  and  an  act 
,  "An  Act  to  enable  the  Inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New  York,  to  chooM 
y  two  Vestrymen  for  each  respective  ward  within  the  said  city,  so  far  as 
le  relates  to  the  election  of  Church  Wardens  and  Vestrymen  of  the  city  of 
»rk.  was  read  the  third  time." 
olved.  That  the  Bill  do  pass." 

ered.  That  Capt.  De  Lancey  and  Mr.  Nicholl,  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council, 
lire  their  concurrence  thereto. 

Journal  of  the  New  York  Council. 

Jan.  25.   C.  Colden,  Governor. 

Assembly  sent  to  the  Council  a  Bill  entitled,  "An  act  to  amend  an  Act 
,  An  Act  for  settling  a  ministry  and  raising  a  maintenance  for  them  in  the  * 
New  York,  county  of  Richmond,  Westchester  and  Queens  counties ;  And  an 
itled,  "An  Act  to  enable  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New  York  to  choose 
y  two  Vestrymen  for  each  respective  ward  within  the  said  city,  so  far  as  the 
dates  to  the  election  of  Church  Wardens  and  Vestrymen  of  the  city  of  New 
and  desired  the  concurrence  of  the  Council.  Council  Joumah  1743.  Read 
ered  to  a  second  reading,  1743.  Committed,  p.  1744.  Reported  and  read  the 
me,  and  passed,  and  Assembly  notified,  p.  1745.     Enacted,  p.  1750. 

Jan.  26.  A  message  from  the  Council  by  the  Hon.  Henry  Cruger,  Esq., 
ting  this  house  that  the  Council  have  passed  the  following  Bill  without  any 
lent,  vis., 
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The  Bill   entitled   *'Ad   Act  to  amend   an  act  entitled,   "An  Act  for  ■ettUnf  ^  ^       ^^^ 
ninistry  and  raising  a  maintenance  for  them  In  the  city  of  New  York,  countF  ^^^V^    %c%'^ 
aichmond.  Westchester  and  Queens  counties;  and  an  act  entitled,  an  act  to  enable  ^f9'^     o^jt 
the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New  Yorlc,  to  choose  annually  two  vestrymen  for  etch       ^    "* 
respective  ward  within  the  city,  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  the  election  of  the 
Church  Wardens  of  the  city  of  New  Yorlc.     See  Jan.  27. 

Proposed  Act   to   Exempt  Protestants  from   Compclsoey 

Church  Rates.     Defeated. 
JouRNAX  of  the  New  York  Assembly". 

1770,  Jan.  12. 

"Mr.  Thomas  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole  house,  to  whom  was  referred  the 

bill  entitled,  "  an  act  to  exempt  protestants  of  all  denominations  from  iMiytiig  any 

clergytnan  by  compulsory  taxation."  reported,  that  they  had  gone  throagh  the  bill,  ZmiS^ 

and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  d^J 

house,  and  he  read  the  report  In  his  place,  and  afterward  delivered  the  bill,  with 

the  amendments,  in  at  the  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read  and  agreed  to  by 

the  house." 

1770,  Jan  13.     Die  Sabatii. 

"  The  engrossed  bill,  entitled  **  an  act  to  exempt  protestants  of  all  denomlnatioiis 

from  paying  any  clergyman  by  compulsory  taxation,"  was  read  the  third  time." 

**  Resolved,  That  the  bill  do  pass." 

**  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thomas  and  Mr.  Rapalje,  do  carry  the  bill  to  the  Council,  and  ^^ 

desire  the  concurrence  thereto." 

1770,  Jan.  24. 

Mr.  Clinton  made  the  following  motion : 

'*  I  move  that  a  message  may  be  sent  to  the  Council,  desiring  them  to  acQnalnt  this 

house   what   progress   they   have   made   in   the  bill   entitled,    *'an   act    to   exempt 

protestants  of  all  denominations  from  paying  any  clergyman  by  compulsory  taxation,"  *'•' 

sent  up  to  them  on  the  13th  inst." 

'*  Ordered  therefore,  That  Col.  Schuyler  and  Mr.  De  Witt  wait  upon  the  CoandU  •!' 

and  desire  that  they  will  acquaint  this  house,  what  progress  they  haye  made  In  the  ^iH 

said  bill." 

1770.  Jan.  25. 

*'A  message  from  the  Council  by  the  lion.  Roger  Morris,  Esq.,  acquainted  this  house,  «.9tBj 

in  answer  to  their  message  of  yesterday,  desiring  to  be  informed  what  progress  the  ^m^-p 

Council  have  made  in  the  bill,  entitled  "  an  act  to  exempt  protestants  etc.,"  that  they  '^^Mit 

have  rejected  the  said  bill." 

[See  Ap.  20,  1777,  and  Ap.  20,  1789.] 


■XTO 


Proposed  Act  to  Enable  Any  Protestant  Congreoatiox  to 

Hold  Property.     Defeated. 
Journal  of  Xew  York  Assembly. 

1770,  Jan.  12.     Col.  Schuyler,  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole  house  to  whoncr:^^^ 
was  referred  the  Bill  entitled,  "An  Act  to  enable  every  church  or  congregation  o^>  ^ 

Reformed  Protestants,  in  the  county  of  Albany,  without  discrimination,  to  take  an^*"^^^"^  ^' 

hold  real  estate  to  the  value  of  £ per  annum,  given  to  them  for  tfczr*^ 

support  of  the  Gospel,"  reported,  that  they  had  gone  through  the  Bill,  altered  tlT;^.         ^^^ 
title  and  made  several  amendments  thereto :  which  they  had  directed  him  to  repr^^^    ^^* 
to  the  house,  and  he  read  the  report  in  his  place,  and  afterward  delivered  tbe  B  ■^^•^-yj'^^^ 
with  the  amendments  in,  at  the  table.  ^  ^*~w/4 

'    '^'hat  the  said  reported  Bill  be  read  to-morrow  morning :"     (Thli  ^ 
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1770,  Jan.  16.  "  The  engrossed  Bill  entitled,  "An  Act  to  enable  every  cbnrch  or 
"«;ongregatlon  of  Reformed  Protestants  in  the  counties  therein  mentioned,  without 
discrimination,  to  take  and  hold  estates  to  the  value  of  one  hundred  pounds 
sterling,  per  annum,  given  to  them  for  the  support  of  the  Gospel,  and  for  other 
jpurposes  therein  mentioned,"  was  read  the  third  time.  Resolved,  That  the  Bill  do 
j;>a88. 

Journal  of  Xew  York  Couxcil. 

1770,  Jan.  16.  An  Act  to  enable  every  church  or  congregation  of  Reformed 
Protestants  in  the  counties  therein  mentioned  without  discrimination  to  take  and 
hold  estates  to  the  value  of  one  hundred  pounds  sterling,  per  annum,  given  to  them 
lor  the  support  of  the  Gospel  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

Sent  from  the  Assembly  to  the  Council.  Brought  up  and  read,  1734 ;  committed, 
1736;  rejected,  1738-9,  (Jan.  23).  Committee  from  the  Assembly  to  Inquire  con- 
cerning its  fate,  (Jan.  25),  1742 ;  informed  of  its  rejection,  1742. 

Journal  of  the  Assembly. 

1770,  Jan.  24.     Col  Schuyler  made  the  following  motion : 

"'  I  move  that  a  message  may  be  sent  to  the  Council,  desiring  them  to  acquaint 
this  house  with  what  progress  they  have  made  In  the  Bill  entitled,  "An  Act  to 
enable  every  church  or  congregation,  etc. 

"  Ordered  therefore,  That  Mr.  De  Noyellls  nnd  Mr.  Jauncey  wait  upon  the  Council, 
mnd  desire  that  they  will  acquaint  this  house  with  what  progress  they  have  made  in 
the  said  Bill." 

"A  message  from  the  Council,  Jan.  25,  1770,  by  the  Hon.  Jos.  Reade,  Esq., 
Acquainting  this  house  in  answer  to  the  message  of  yesterday,  desiring  to  be 
informed  what  progress  the  Council  have  made  in  the  Bill  entitled,  "An  Act  to 
enable  every  Church  or  congregation,  etc." — that  they  have  rejected  the  said  Bill. 

1770,  Jan.  25.  Assembly  sends  a  Committee  to  the  Council  to  ask  what  progress 
the  Council  had  made  on  Bill  of  Jan.  16,  1770.     Informed,  p.  1742. 

1770,  Jan.  26.     C.  Colden.  Governor. 

The  General  Assembly  sent  a  Bill  to  the  Council,  desiring  their  concurrence, 
entitled,  "An  Act  to  exempt  the  Inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Westchester,  New 
York,  Queens  and  Richmond,  from  any  taxations  for  the  support  of  the  ministers 
of  the  churches  to  which  they  do  not  belong.*'  Council  Journal,  p.  1746.  Read  first 
time  and  second  reading  ordered.  1746.  Jan.  27.  The  Assembly  inquired,  by  Com- 
mittee, what  progress  was  made  In  the  Bill  of  Jan.  26.  Informed.  (No  further 
action  found.) 

Journal  of  the  New  Y^ork  Assembly. 

1770,  Jan.  16. 

Samuel  Isaacs,  a  Jew,  petitioned  for  naturalization. 

Mr.  Thomas  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  to  enable  the  people  commonly  called 
Quakers,  in  this  colony,  to  hold  and  enjoy  the  privileges  which  are  therein  mentioned. 

1770.  Jan.  18. 

The  Quaker  bill  was  read  first  time  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

(These  efforts,  repeatedly  made  to  repeal  sectarian  legislation,  before  the  Revo- 
lution ought  to  be  studied  up  de  novo,  by  a  careful  examination  of  each  attempt,  in 
the  Journals  of  the  Assembly  and  the  Council,  and  the  correspondence  and  pam- 
phlets of  the  times.  The  unsuccessful  efforts  to  secure  Churcn  Charters,  by  all 
denominations  except  the  Reformed  Dutch  and  the  Episcopal  Churches,  ought  also 
to  be  included.  Investigation  would  bring  not  a  little  literature  to  light  on  the 
subject.    B.  T.  C.) 


Church  of  New  York. — Cho&istes,  Etc. 

New  York,  Jan.  22iid.  1770.  ^fS^ 
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Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

It  was  represented  that  no  interest  had  been  paid  on  the  bond  of  Isaac  Uitdcn- 
boget.  In  four  years.  Thereupon  the  Consistory  resolyed  that  he  Bhoald  pay  tkt 
same  by  next  May,  or  else  give  a  deed  for  the  house  and  lot.  If  not,  then  tto 
bonds  should  be  given  into  the  hands  of  a  lawyer. 

Resolved  that  the  two  bonds  of  Peter  Vermillie  and  Josua  Bishop,  amonntlng  to 
£889:12:6,  should  be  given  to  Isaac  Valentine  on  condition  that  he  giye  a  mort- 
gage for  the  same  land  bought  of  Peter  Vermilla  before  named. 

Jno.  Bogart,  Jr.,  Pieter  Keteltas,  Evert  Byvanck,  John  Duryee  and  Jno.  Oilbert 
were  chosen  a  committee  to  assist  Jno.  de  Peyster  in  the  arrears,  on  the  gionado 
of  Mr.  Harpending. 

Anthony  Rutgers  having  bought  three  seats  in  the  New  Church,  and  never  havlBC 
paid  for  thenii  although  from  time  to  time  he  promised  to  do  so,  the  ConsUtory 
resolved  to  send  the  Elders  Byvanck  and  Bogart  to  him  with  a  request  to  complete 
the  purchase.     Otherwise  the  Consistory  will  be  obliged  to  sell  them  again. 

Resolved  that  Peter  Louw  be  accepted  for  one  year  as  foresinger  in  the  North 
Church,  and  receive  therefore  £10.  salary,  to  commence  from  June  Ist;  and  it  la 
not  the  purpose  of  the  Consistory  to  increase  the  salary  when  the  full  eerrloe  la 
rendered  in  the  church.  He  is  also  allowed  to  catechise  the  children.  Tbla  ehall 
be  made  known  to  the  congregation,  yet  he  shall  not  receive  any  salary  tborellbr 
from  the  church,  but  be  satisfied  with  the  month's  pay  of  the  children. 

Henry  Tiebout,  has  been  appointed  in  June,  door  keeper,  grave  digger,  etc.  «f 
the  North  Church.  He  is,  according  to  the  Articles  of  Agreement,  to  receive  AlOi 
yearly,  even  as  is  given  to  the  door  keepers  of  the  Old  Church  and  the  New  Chnreh. 
The  Consistory  also  grants  him  liberty  to  call  on  the  congregation  for  tbelr 
support 

Signed,  etc..  Arch.  Laldlie,  p.  t.  Prealdeiit. 

Anoelican  Churches  at  Jamaica,  Newtown  and  Fi^usHnra,  «^ 

L.  I. 

Rev.  Mr.  Bloomer  to  the  Secretary. 

Inefi3ciency  of  the  Ministry  Act. 

Jamaica,  February  16th,  177D. 
Reverend  Sir : — 

I  preach  at  the  three  Churches  of  Jamaica.  Newtown  and  Flushing  alternately  "^^ 
A  generally   to  crowded   assemblies    who   behave  during  divine   Service   with   the  ^x±e 
utmost  decency   &  decorum,   the  Churches  are  neat,   well  finished  buildings.   But  ^xmit 
those  of  Newtown  &  Flushing  rather  small  for  the  Congregations,  the  fonner  of  S<3)f 
which  the  people  propose  to  enlarge  In  the  spring  of  the  year,  but  although  I  reap  ^Z-*P 
the  satisfaction  of  enjoying  the  love  &  esteem  of  my  hearers,  yet  I  am  sorry  to  ^>^to 
acquaint  the  Society  that  my  happiness  is  much  obstructed  on  account  of  a  trouble-  gjc- 
some  Lawsuit  I  am  under  the  obligation  of  commencing  against  the  parish  for  a  .am     t 
Salary  of  sixty  pounds  a  yenr  allowed  by  an  Act  of  the  Province  to  the  Minister  ^^Kr 
who  Is  legally  Inducted  by  the  Governor  the  law  for  raising  this  sum  obliges  the 
people  of  the  parish  consisting  of  all  denominations  annually  to  elect  ten  Vestry- 
men and  two  Church  Wardens  who  are  to  call  within  one  year  after  a  vacancy,  a  .am      t 
suflScient  Protestant  Minister  of  the  Gospel  who  they  are  to  present  to  the  Gov-  — 'tr- 
emor or  Commander  In  Chief  of  the  Province  for  Induction*  A  as  Dissenters  com-  — .^Ka- 
pose  a  great  majority  of  the  Parish,  they  are  careful  to  admit  none  into  those  ^»  im  le 
Offices,  but  such  as  are  opposed  to  callintr  ^  presenting  a  Minister  of  the  Church  .^^T^ch 
of  England  and  in  order  to  evade  paying  the  Salary  (which  being  raised  by  tax  .^e^j^bjx 

*Thls  Is  a  mistake.  See  Ministry  Act.  Sept.  22.  1693.  The  framera  of  the  iJiW^t^^^w 
refused  to  put  In  the  Act  "to  be  inducted  by  the  Governor.'*  See  page  1079,  VoL  Km^^^  ^ 
ot  these  Records. 
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'Miey  complain  of  as  a  burtbc^n)  &  at  the  sarae  time  comply  with  the  law,  they  some 
rs  ago  called  &  presented  to  the  Governor  a  Minister  of  the  Presbyterian  per- 
naslon  but  he  was  refused  Induction  and  as  the  Act  only  specifies  that  he  who  is 
ailed,  shall  be  a  snfllclent  Protestant  Minister  of  the  Gospel,  without  confining 
hem  to  any  particular  denomination,  they  imagine  that  the  Law  has  been  com- 
plied with  on  their  parts  &  absolutely  refuse  paying  me  any  money  raised  by 
of  that  Act,  notwithstanding  my  being  Inducted,  by  Authority  from  his 
xcellency  the  Governor,  as  I  am  destitute  of  a  Call  from  them,  who  being  dls- 
enters  A  chiefly  Presbyterians  are  averse  to  the  supporting  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
This  dispute  has  been  once  determined  by  a  due  course  of  Law  in  favor  of 
.  Mr.  Poyer,  one  of  my  predecessors,  since  which  time  they  have  constantly 
and  paid  it  without  trouble,  but  now  appear  resolved  to  stand  another  trial. 

—Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  Vol.  ill.  p.  201. 


1770 


tTBUTENANT  GOVERNOR  CoLDEN  TO  THE  EaJU,  OF  HlLLSBOBOUGH. 

Hiaw  passed  by  the  Assembly  against  compulsory  church  rates,  re- 
jected by  the  Council. 

New   YorlL,   February  21,   1770. 
yiT  Lord. 

The  persons  who  appear  on  these  occasions  are  of  inferior  rank,  but  it  is  not 
<4oiibted  they  are  directed  by  some  persons  of  distinction  in  this  place.  It  is  like- 
wtoe  thought,  they  are  encouraged  by  some  persons  of  note  in  England.  They 
consist  chiefly  of  Dissenters,  who  are  very  numerous,  especially  in  the  country, 
and  hATe  a  great  influence  over  the  country  Members  of  Assembly.  The  most 
Active  among  them  are  Independants  from  New  England,  or  educated  there,  and 
of  Bepablican  principles.  The  friends  of  the  administration,  are  of  the  Church  of 
Bngland,  the  Lutherans,  and  the  old  Dutch  congregation,  with  several  presby- 
terlans.  From  this  the  reason  will  appear  of  some  Bills  having  passed  the 
House  of  Assembly  in  favour  of  the  Dissenters,  and  in  prejudice  to  the  few 
ministers  of  the  Church  of  England,  who  have  stipends  by  a  Law  of  this  Province. 
TlMre  was  less  opposition  to  them  in  that  house,  from  the  confidence  they  had, 
that  they  would  not  be  passed  by  the  Council — ^they  were  accordingly  rejected 
there.  I  must  leave  it  to  your  Lordships  judgment,  whether  these  things  deserve 
His  ICaJesty's  attention,  and  I  transmit  to  the  Plantation  Board  a  printed  copy 
of  the  journal  of  the  Assembly  to  enable  you  to  form  your  judgment  thereon. 

My  Lord,  Your  most  obedient  and  faithful  servant,  Cadwallader  Colden. 

—Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  Vol.  vlli,  pp.  206,  208,  209. 

Chubch  OF  New  York. — Fulton  St.  Church. 

1771D,  March  16.  Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 
The  Chnrch-Masters  gave  In  two  accounts  of  John  Montanye,  glaxler,  and  Peter 
Ifarsellsse,  carpenter,  for  the  enclosure  of  the  New  Church,  which  they  are 
unable  to  pay  for  lack  of  income.  Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer,  E.  Bancker,  ex- 
pend ninety  five  pounds  for  this  purpose— this  money  to  be  returned  to  him  from 
fntnre  Income. 

On  a  request  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Van  der  Swan,  it  was  agreed  that  for  one  year, 
the  sum  of  sixteen  pounds  should  be  given  him  for  house  rent,  out  of  the  Deacons* 
treasury.  In  quarterly  payments. 

The  Elders,  Byvanck,  Keteltas  and  Bancker,  were  appointed  with  the  Church 
ICasters,  to  regulate  the  pews  of  the  Old  Church  and  of  the  New  Church;  especially 
In  regard  to  the  pews  of  those  who  have  removed  or  gone  to  other  churches.  They 
%re  also  to  revise  the  old  lists  of  Jan  Montanye,  under  the  inspection  of  the 
Church-Masters. 

J.  Eitzema,  p.  t.  Pres. 

Lib.    B.    874. 
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Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
Letter  from  Prof.  Rodgers  to  the  Synod. 

1770,  April  let.  Art.  3.  Rev.  Longueville  delivered  over  a  letter  from  New 
York,  addressed  by  the  Highly  Learned  Mr.  Rodgers,^  Theol.  Prof,  at  New  York, 
to  the  Christian  Synod  of  North  Holland.  He  requested  that  he  might  be  In- 
formed as  to  the  resolntlon  of  the  Christian  Synod  thereon.  The  Rev.  Tetterode, 
who  will  be  a  delegate  to  said  Synod,  has  agreed  to  attend  to  this.     xIt.  219. 

Call  of  Livingston  to  New  York. 

Art.  5  ad  4.  The  Rev.  John  H.  Livingston  handed  In  to  the  Classis  the  call  ex- 
tended to  him,  and  declared  that  he  accepted  this  call  In  the  fear  of  the  Lord. 
He  wished  to  be  examined  at  this  Classis.     xlv.  219. 

Examination. 

Art.  11.  The  Eev.  Camps  having  preached  on  Luke  9:  56; 
Livingston  on  John  1Y:3,  "And  this  is  Life  Eternal  that  they 
might  know  Thee,  the  only  true  God,  and  Jesus  Christ,  whom  thou 
hast  sent;"  Lepper  on  John  1:7;  Staphorst  on  Heb.  4:  16;  van 
Marie  on  Gen.  15:  1;  thev,  especially  the  latter  four,  gave  so 
much  satisfaction  to  the  High  Rev.  Deputy  and  to  the  Assembly, 
that  they  were  admitted  to  the  examination. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Examiner,  with  all  carefulness,  interrogate 
them,  in  Hebrew,  on  Gen.  15;  in  Greek,  on  Heb.  4;  and  subs#- 
quently  on  the  most  important  points  of  sacred  theology. 

The  High  Rev.  Deputy,  however,  and  the  Assembly,  could  not 
make  up  their  minds  to  admit  Rev.  de  Camps  to  the  Sacred  Minis- 
try for  India. 

But  the  other  four  were  admitted  with  full  freedom  (ruimte, 
room,)  and  pleasure ;  the  two  former  to  the  churches  which  had 
called  them ;  and  the  two  latter  to  the  Sacred  Ministry,  (or  licen- 
sure.) They  all  repudiated  the  condemned  opinions  of  Prof.  Roel 
and  Dr.  Bekker ;  agreed  to  read  tlie  Forms  for  Baptism  and  the 
Supper,  especially  those  three  questions  in  the  Form  for  Baptism, 
without  change;  signed  the  Formulae  of  Concord;  and  the  two 
former  were  also  ordained  to  the  Sacred  Ministry  by  the  laying 

^This  was  Rev.  Dr.  John  Rodgers.  a  Presbyterian  Minister,  but  hardly  a  Prof,  of 
Theology.  He  was  in  the  ministry  from  1747-18U ;  and  was  pastor  of  the  First  Prai> 
byterian  Church,  Wall  street,  New  York  City,  from  1765-18U,  and  took  a  great  interwt 
in  the  prosperity  of  the  Dutch  Church.  See  his  Memoirs  by  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  MlUer, 
lSt3. 
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on  of  hands.  They  also  promised  that  they  would  keep  up  the 
correspondence  with  the  Classis. 

The  two  latter  also  took  the  oath  against  Simony.  The  Ex- 
aminer was  thanked,  and  the  Clerk  directed  to  give  the  gentlemen 
a  laudable  certificate.     Quod  factum. 

And  as  the  arrival  of  the  High  Kev.  Mr.  Deputy,  and  -the  wel- 
come extended  to  him  by  the  Mr.  President,  had  been  attended 
with  wishes  for  the  Divine  blessing  on  him ;  so  also  did  his  High 
Keverence  depart,  conducted  by  the  Clerk,     xiv.  220,  221. 

Church  of  Neiw  Yoek. 
Plan  of  Union.     Request  a  Patent  for  Tract  of  land. 

New  York,   April   9th,   1770. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  Rev.  Paul  Serrurler,  scrlba  of  the  Classis  of  Amster- 
dam, dated  Sept.  4.  1769,  stating  that  a  Plan  would  be  Immediately  sent  over  for 
reuniting  the  dlTided  brethren  of  the  Dutch  congregation  In  these  Proylnces. 

The  Elder,  Abram  Lott  Informed  the  Consistory,  that  he  had  gone  to  the  Hon. 
Cadwallader  Colden,  Lieutenant-Governor,  and  requested  that  his  Excellency 
would  grant  a  patent  for  24,000  acres,  on'  the  same  footing  on  which  be  had 
panted  a  patent  to  the  English  Church  and  College,  viz.,  free  from  his  Excel- 
lency's fees.  This  he  Immediately  and  freely  consented  to  and  promised  to  effect* 
provided  a  patent  could  be  made  out  during  the  time  he  had  the  administration  of 
the  gOTernment.     [See  April  30.] 

Whereupon  the  Consistory  resolved  that  all  possible  diligence  should  be  used  to 
obtain  the  said  land.  ^And  the  said  Elder  Lott  has  undertaken  to  find  ont  a  fit 
tract  of  land  for  which  a  patent  shall  be  taken  on  the  above  conditions. 

At  the  request  of  Elder  Anthony  Ten  Eyck,  a  lease  granted  on  Sept.  22nd, 
1767,  to  Henry  Brevoort,  for  a  lot  at  the  corner  of  William  and  John  streets,  was 
given  up,  and  a  new  one  In  its  place  given  to  Gerrit  Scholter  for  the  same  ground, 
for  fifteen  years,  to  begin  from  the  first  of  May,  1770. 

Signed  etc., 

Lambertus   de   Ronde,   p.    t.   President. 


Anoblican  Chitrch  AT  Newbukoh. 

Petition  of  St.  George's  Church,  Newburgh,  for  a  Charter.     April 

16,  1770. 

To  the  Honourable  Cadwallader  Colden,  Esq.  Lieutenant  Governor  and  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  bis  Majesty's  Province  of  New  York  and  Territories  thereon 
depending  in  America  in  Council. 

The  Petition  of  the  MioUter,   Church  Wardens  and  Vestrymen  of  St.  George's 
Church  in  the  Parish  of  New  Burgh  Precinct  of  New  Burgh  &.  County  of  Ulster  in 
the  Province  of  New  York. 
Humbly  Sheweth 

That  your  Petitioners  having  the  advantage  of  the  Episcopal  Church  warmly  at 
heart,  A  finding  their  good  Intentions  towards  it,  in  a  great  measure  Defeated,  for 
want  of  a  Royal  Charter  of  Incorporation  have  been  strongly  Induced  to  lay  our 
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OaoBe  before  yonr  Honor,  A  most  hnmblj  to  Pray,  That  your  Honor  will  be  pleued 
to  grant  Your  Petitioners  and  their  Successors  His  Majesty's  Royal  Charter  of 
Incorporation  with  such  Immunities  A  Privileges  and  under  such  Restrlctioiii  and 
limitations  as  to  your  Honour  shall  seem  Just  and  Reasonable. 
And  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  Bound  shall  Pray. 

John  Sayre,  Mlssiooifsr. 
Samuel  Fowler 
WlUlam  BUisoB 
John  Elli8<Ni 
Stephen  Wlgglnt 
Leonard  Smith 
Samuel  Wlnaloir 
Nathan  Purdy. 
April  16th.  1770.  | 

1770,  May  2nd  Read  in  Council  A  granted. 

—Doc.  Hist  N.  Y.  Vol  UL  ^  IH 

Church  of  New  York. 
Petition  for  a  Tract  of  Land. 

New  York,  AprU  80th.  ITTCl 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

The  tract  of  land  spgiken  of  in  a  preyious  meeting,  to  be  asked  f6r 
Lieutenant-GoTemor,  was  already  granted  to  Mr.  Jauncey.  Thereupon  Hr. 
Lott  stated  that  there  was  a  tract  remaining  in  the  County  of  GloocMtwr 
ing  that  belonging  to  the  Church  of  England.  The  Consistory  resoWed  to  mikt 
immediate  application  for  that  or  some  other  good  tract  of  land.  [See  ApfU  9> 
and  Aug.  18.] 

Isaac  Uyten  Bogart,  owing  the  church  a  bond  and  mortgage  for  two  hundred 
pounds  with  four  years  interest,  six  and  fifty  pounds,  appeared  in  Consistoqr  tnd 
promised  that  he  would  sell  his  house  at  public  Tendue  on  the  1st  of  June^  ud 
so  discharge  his  debt  With  this  the  Consistory  was  satisfied.  The  Tretsutt^ 
Bancker,  is  to  advertise  it  in  the  newspapers. 

Mr.  Welp  requested  ten  pounds  for  his  wife  for  the  use  of  the  room  for  tiM 
Consistory. 

ResolTed,  That  the  Deacons  pay  this  amount;  but  also  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Wetp'i 
appointment  for  a  time  as  Visitor  of  the  Sick  and  Catechist,  with  an  added  nUiT 
of  £16.,  from  this  time  cease;  for  he  is  not  in  a  condition,  owing  to  bodily  Inflnni^* 
to  bear  the  burden ;  and  especially  since  the  Consistory  makes  no  use  of  hlB  !> 
these  offices. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Ritxema,  p.  t.  President 

Church  of  New  York. 
Dr.  John  H.  Livingston  accepts  call. 

New  York,  May  10th.  ITTO. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

A  letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Livingston,  at  Utrecht,  was  opened  and  read.  R  wa> 
found  to  the  full  satisfaction  of  the  Consistory,  inasmuch  as  he  accepts  tli*  ^^ 
and  will  take  the  first  opportunity  to  journey  hither. 

Mr.  John  Van  Zandt,  on  account  of  arrears  of  rent,  which  he  was  unable  to  P*^* 
requested  the  Consistory  to  take  a  young  Negro,  valued  at  £45.,  in  payment  of  ^ 
debt,  and  discharge  him;  and  also  to  grant  him  a  new  lease  for  15  years  in  P'*^ 
of  the  old  one.    To  this  the  Consistory  agreed  in  view  of  the  great  loss  ^  ** 
Buffered  in  the  last  fire. 

Sigrned  etc., 

J.  Ritsema,  p.  t  Presideot 
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Pbesentation  of  a  Clock  foe  Church  Tower. 

New  Sork,  Uv  SOtb.  ITTO. 
[ator7  b«ld  after  calllnK  ao  Qod's  oame. 

a  JohOM>D,  Esq..  appeared  Id  Conalitoir  anil  showed  that  he  had  received 
mland  a  Clock  witb  all  Its  appurtenancea  for  the  North  Chareh.  Tbla  be 
B9  a  froi!  girt  to  tbe  Conalstorr  for  the  congregallaa  and  the  use  ot  the  said 
o  be  bnus  lu  tbe  tower  tbereof.  Tbereapon  the  President  and  tbe  mem- 
isLator;,  for  tbemselTes  and  In  the  name  Of  the  CongreKatloD.  gave 
atnj  thanks  for  bla  generous  gift.  Pleter  Keteltaa,  Henir  Kip.  William 
Vta  Jas.  Beekujan  were  appoloted  to  go  tbla  aflemooD  to  Mr.  JobnaoD  a&d 
Kgltt. 

3.  Rltcema.  p.  t.  President, 


rTATIOX   OF  TUB  LoRDS    OF   TbADE  ON  AN   ApPLICATTOTI 

Q  College  in  New  York.     (Applicatios  of  Kings 

I  FOR   THE   PrIVILKOES    OF   A    UNIVERSITY ;    AND   FOR   A 

F  Qdit  Rents  on  a  Tract  of  Land.) 

Wbttehall,  jDoe  2.  ITTO. 
>  Bight  Honorable  the  Lordi  of  Ihe  Committee  of  Hla  Uajestya  moat  Honor- 
Wide  Prlv;  Conncll  for  Plantation  Affairs. 

tb  we  have  taken  Into 
rovlnce  of  New  York 
Avntble  beaeechlDg  bla  Majesty  to  constitute  that  Semlnarj  and  Unlversltj  with 
'^^ll  privileges,  and  with  such  an  Establlahmeat  of  Proresaora,  as  bis  Majesty 
'*U  approvei  and  also  prarlng  tbe  remission  ot  Qolt  Rents  reserved  on  a  Tract  of 
V*<1    lately   granted   Id   that   Province   for  the  benefit  of  tbe   said   Institution." 

*>er«apon  we  beg  leave  to  report  to  yonr  Lordships. 

^t^t  the  protecCloD  and  E^nconragement  of  Seminaries  and  Inatttutlona  for  the 
'^Psgatlon  of  tme  Religion  and  Learning  In  Bla  Majestya  American  Colonies  ace 
M««ts  well  deserving  your  Lordablpa  recommendation;  and  Hla  Majestys  Oracloiw 
'button;  and  tbe  Rev.  Dr.  Cooper,  president  of  the  above  College  who  baa 
'^^Oded  na  In  Support  of  this  Address,  having  reported  to  na  anch  a  stale  of  the 
'^*'*)<lHtlon  under  his  care  as  gives  ns  reason  to  believe  It's  further  extension  will 
'  "ttended  with  beneaclal  iITectB,  we  da  on  this  occasion  adopt  the  same  Poller 
'  'n  Onr  late  Report  to  yonr  Lordships  npon  the  Address  of  the  Rector  and 
'''^tiltsnts  of  New  York:  and  are  of  opinion  that  It  will  be  advisable  to  comply 

*^     so  much  of  the  prayer  of  the  above  recited  Address  as  respects  the  Remlaslon 

tti«  Quit  Rents  snhmltlfnfc  It  to  yonr  Lordships  that  the  expediency  of  this  propo- 

^^O    In  reference  to  tbe  State  of  His   Majesty's  Revenne  of  Quit  Rents  and  the 

'^*>IUhmeots  thereon,  must  Id  this  case  an  well  as  In  (hat  of  the  like  application 

"*>      the  Rector  and   Inhnbltants  of  the  pstnbtlsbed  Church   tn   New   York  be  left 

^•se    consideration    ot    other    flepartnients ;    !f    however    his    Majesty    should    be 

'*^»Oasly  pleased  to  grant  this  BemLaslon  we  think  It  should  be  accompanied  with 

'      ^ame   stipulation    which   we  recoinmendert   In    the  case  above   referred   fo   via. 

**     ID  annoal   Rout  of  sIt  Bhllllngs  and  eight  pence  should  be  reserved  to  bo 

_*■      by  the  SBid  College  of  »w  York  to  the  Governor  or  Commander  In  Cblef  of 

I'rOTlnce  sitting  In   Council    In   the  CouucU  Charabcr  ou   Monday  after  Easter 

^■fcTh  year.      And  thia  we  must  observe  to  your  Ixinlshlpa  la  conformable  to  what 

"        proposed  by   this  Board   and  approved   by  Your   Lordshlpa  In   the  Case  of  no 

**«»tlon  made  to  his  Majea^  In  ITM  for  a  Grant  of  Lands  In  New  York  for  the 

^^Wt  of  the  said  Collcei, 
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With  respect  to  the  proposal  of  erecting  this  College  into  an  university  with  sack 
privileges   and   professorships   as    his   Majesty   shall   approve,    the   president  Dr. 
Cooper*  having  omitted  to  furnish  himself  with  a  copy  of  the  Charter  and  not  beinf 
enabled  to  lay  before  Us  sufficient  Lights  and  Documents  for  the  dye  investigatioD 
of  a  proposition  of  this  nature  and  consequence  and  being  also  dealroiiB  of  eonl1ll^ 
ing  his  Constituents  in  New  Yorlc  upon  such  further  Powers  and  Instructions  u 
seem  necessary  on  this  head  wc  desire  leave  to  postpone  our  report  upon  that  iMrt 
of  your  Lordships  reference  until  such  time  as  the  said  president  who  Is  on  tlie 
point  of  embarking  for  New   York  shall   have   in  concert  with   the  Constitnentt 
transmitted  to  Us  such  information  respecting  the  proposition  of  erecting  the  Col- 
lege into  an  University,  as  may  enable  us  to  state  to  your  Lordships  our  opiniOD 
thereupon. 

We  are.  My  Lords,  Tour  Lordships  most  obedient  and  most  huinl'le  Serranta. 

HiUshoroagh 
S^oame  Jenkna 
W.   Jolllffe 
Ed.    Eliot. 

-Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  Vol.  vill,  pp.  296-20S- 

Churcu  of  New  York. 

New  York,  June  14th,  1770- 
Conslstory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Resolved,  That  Evert  Bancker,  Pieter  Keteltas,  Henry  Kip  and  Ellas  Brevoort  *» 

a  Committee  to  examine  the  bonds  belonging  to  the  Church,  and  to  call  in  saeb  ii 

are  in  danger,  without  further  question. 

•Sketch  op  Rev.  Dr.  Mtles  Cooper,  Second  President  of  Kings  Collbgi. 

Reverend  Myles  Cooper.  LL.  D.,  the  second  president  of  King*s  (now  ColomMi) 
College,  was  born  in  England  in  1735.    He  was  educated  at  one  of  the  great  pobU^ 
schools,  and  afterwards  went  to  Oxford,  where  he  took  the  degree  of  M.  A.  in  1111 
and  was  soon  after  chosen  to  a  fellowship  in  Queen*s  College.    In  this  oooni  fl| 
education,  he  imbibed  all  the  habits,  opinions  and  tastes  of  an  old  fashioned  Oxfon 
man,  in  politics,  religion  and  literature.    In  1761,  he  published  at  Oxford,  an  octan 
volume  of   miscellaneous   poetrv,    which,    however,   appears   to   have   been  writtM 
several  years  before  the  time  oi  its  publication ;  as  he  observes  In  his  preface,  tbn 
the  greater  part  of  the  volume  was  not  only  written,  but  actually  printed  off  1*^ 
the  author  had  seen  the  age  of  twenty-four.    It  may  be  examined  in  the  Society 
Library,  New  Y'ork.    Ills  reputation  as  a  scholar  stood  so  high  in  the  unlverajt 
that  in  1762,   when   Dr.   Johnson,   the  first  president  of  the  College  of  New  Tdii 
applied  to  Archbishop  Seeker,  to  select  from  one  of  the  English  universities,  a  p* 
son  qualified  to  assist  him  in  the  course  of  instruction,  and  shortly  to  succeed  hnj 
as  president,  that  excellent  and  learned  prelate,  after  much  inquiry,   recommenwj 
Mr.  Cooper,  as  in  every  point  fully  qualified  for  that  important  station ;  who,  afttj 
receiving  priest's  orders  in  the  Church  of  England,  came  over  to  this  country  aboot 
the  close  of  the  vear  1762.    He  was  welcomed  with  great  affection,  and  was  ImjJ' 
diately  appointed  Professor  of  Moral  Philosophy.    The  duties  of  his  office  he  flBJ* 
charged  with  so  much  ability,  that  the  president,  who  had  for  some  time  wlsbedJJ 
retire  from  active  life,  and  had  only  been  restrained  from  it  by  his  zeal  fof  J3| 
interests  of  the  College,   now  resigned  his  office  to  Mr.   Cooper,   who  was  «!««*{? 
president  In  May,  1703,  being  then  only   in  the  twenty-eighth  year  of  his  age.  ^ 
1768,  the  degree  of  LL.  D.  was  conferred  on  him  by  the  University  of  Oxford;  •»» 
in  1771.  li^  visitpd  Knclnnd  and  on  his  return  to  Now  York  onterM  Indiscreetly  WJJ 
the  exciting  political  controversies  of  the  day.    He  published,  In  1774,  "The  Ameri^^ 
Querist ;  or  some  questions  proposed  relative  to  the  present  disputes  between  Gre» 
Rritnin  and  her  American  Colonies.     By  a  North  American.     New  York.  1T74.'     8^*JJ 
pp.  32.    This  pamphlet  on  the  8th  of  September  was,  in  full  conclave  of  the  »»•  ^ 
Liberty  In  New  York,  committed  to  the  flames  by  the  hands  of  the  common  •p*"^  ti 
He  is  also  represented  as  the  author  of  a  Tract  entitled:    "A  Friendlv  Addr«»^vj 
all  reasonable  Americans,  on  the  subject  of  our  pojltical  confusions.    In  whldi^^j^ 


committed  to  the  flames  by  the  hands  of  the  common  executor.    He  is  also 
sented  as  the  author  of  a  Tract  entitled:     "A  Friendly  Address  to  all  reaioni 
Americans,  on  the  subject  of  our  political  confusions.    In  which  the  necessary 
sequences  of  violently  opposing  the  King's  troops,  and  of  a  general  non-lmporta 
are  fairly  stated.    New  Vork,  i774.»'    8vo..  pp    fig     But  Dr.  Hawkins  says,  'twas 
lished  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  T.  B.  Chandler,  of  Ellzabethtown.  N.  J.    Historical  Aor 
of  the  Church  of  England  in  the  Colonics,  160.    The  boldness  with  which  Dr.  W 
maintained,    in    his   writings    and    conversation,    principles    and    sentiments   nil 
offensive  to  a  most  numerous  party,  at  a  time  of  great  popular  excitement,  at  len 
80  aroused  the  indignation  of  his  political  opponents,  that  on  the  night  of  May  n 
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aac  Uytden  Bogart,  not  fulfllling  his  promise,  (see  April  30,)  Resolved,  That  if 
fill  xnalce  over  hia  house  to  William  Heyer  and  Isaac  Stoutenberg,  they  will  grant 
!lay  until  next  November,  if  by  this  he  can  get  a  better  opportunity  to  sell  the 

le  to  his  advantage. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Ritzema,  p.  t.  President. 

Proceedings  of  Sir  William  Joiinsox  AVith  the  Indians. 
)ceediiigs  at  a  Treatji  with  the  Six  Xations,  the  Iiiuiaiis  of 
Danada,  the  several  dependent  Tribes,  and  the  Deputies  from 
he  Cherokee  Xation,  held  at  the  upper  settlements,  near  the 
ierman  Flats  iii  July  1770,  bv  Sir  William  Johnson,  Baronet. 

Christianized  Indians  want  a  Missionary  to  instruct  them. 

t  night  Sir  William  had  a  conference  with  a  principal  Sachem  and  Warrior  of 
I  Nation,  when  he  spoke  with  them  on  the  subjects  for  the  meetings  to-morrow^ 
*onnd  that  besides  some  grievances,  which  were  to  be  the  subject  of  the  future 
Medlngs,  the  Indians  were  suspicious,  that  the  English  intended  totally  to  neglect, 
disregard  them,  and  that  this  opinion  daily  gained  ground  amongst  the  several 
Ions.  The  Chiefs  spoke  with  much  warmth  on  the  reduced  state  of  those  living  under 

his  lodgings  in  the  College  were  forcibly  entered  by  a  mob,   to  the  fury  of 
en,  had  he  been  found  there,  he  would  probably  have  fallen  a  victim.    A  few 

•  previous  had  been  published  a  letter,  dated  Philadelphia,  April  25.  1775.  Ed- 
ited to  Dr.  Cooper  and  four  other  obnoxious  gentlemen  of  New  York,  ascribing 
Aem.  and  to  their  assurances  of  the  defection  of  the  latter  city,  all  the  hostile 
feedings  of  England— the  blood  of  their  fellow  subjects  who  had  fallen  in  Massa- 
■etti :  towns  in  flames ;  a  desolated  country ;  butchered  fathers ;  weeping  widows 

children,  with  all  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war.  They  are  denounced  as  parricides, 
told  that  the  Americana,  reduced  to  desperation,  will  no  longer  satisfy  their 
utment  with  the  execution  of  villains  in  eflfgy ;  and  the  letter  conclude*— "Fly  for 
t  Uvea,  or  anticipate  your  doom  by  becoming  your  own  executioners.  Three  Mil- 
f*  But  the  design  of  his  enemies  was  frustrated  by  one  of  Dr.  Cooper's  former 
u%,  who,  preceding  the  throng  of  several  hundred  men,  admonished  him  of  his 
l«r  Just  in  time  to  save  him.    He  escaped,  only  half  dressed,  over  the  College 

•  ;  reached  the  shore  of  the  river,  when  he  found  shelter  In  the  house  of  Mr. 
^eiant  where  he  remained  for  that  day,  and  during  the  night  following  took 
8e  on  board  the  Kingfisher,  Captain  James  Montague,  an  English  ship  of  war 
^chor  in  the  harbor,  in  which,  soon  afterwards,  he  sailed  for  England.  He 
•ed  for  some  time  at  Oxford,  where  he  kept  the  anniversary  of  those  evente, 
following  year,  by  writing  a  poem  full  of  the  circumstances,  entitled  "Stanzas 
ten  on  toe  evening  of  the  10th  of  May,  1776,  by  an  Exile  from  America;*'  which 
Published  in  the  Oentlcman's  Magazine  for  July,  of  the  same  year.  On  the  13th 
ecember,  1776.  being  the  day  appointed  for  a  general  fast,  he  preached  a  sermon 
'*  the  University.  "On  the  Causes  of  the  present  Rebellion  In  America."  Oai<^ 
'  Seic  York  State  Library.  The  publication  of  this  sermon  gave  rise  to  much 
'Oversy  bctwpon  the  whl^  and  tory  pnrtlos  of  thnt  day.  He  afterwnrdg  h<^came 
iter  of  the  first  Episcopal  Chapel  In  Edinburgh,  where  he  continued  to  oflBdate 

Tery  respectable  congregation  until  his  death,  which  took  place  in  1785.  He 
Suddenly,  and  was  interred  in  the  Episcopal  burying  ground.  Dr.  Cooper  was, 
•b  already  been  remarked,  a  true  Oxford  man.  and  In  all  probability,  fully 
'^  in  his  opinions,  prejudices  and  tastes,  with  Dr.  Samuel  .Johnson.  His 
leal  pieces  are  distinguished  for  great  strength  and  elegance  of  style,  as  well 
^1*  a  boldness  of  satire  and  severity  of  sarcasm,  which  have  seldom  been  sur- 
^.  His  moral  character  was  without  any  serious  reproach,  although  grave  men 
occnslonnlly  offended  by  the  freedom  and  conviviality  of  his  social  habits. 
tHemory  of  one  of  the  peculiarities  of  his  conversation,  has  been  preserved  by  a 
^%m  of  a  rival  wit  of  the  opposite  party. 

"And  lo !  a  cardinal's  hat  is  spread, 
O'er  punster  Cooper's  reverend  head." 

TrumJ>vlV8  Mac  Fingal. 

ere  Is  a  good  portrait  of  him  in  one  of  the  rooms  of  the  New  York  Historical 
^ty,  and  another  In  Columbia  College,  which  have  often  been  remarked  for  their 
Ing  resemblance  to  the  common  engravings  of  the  poet  Dryden.    Analeciic  Magor 
xlv.,  73:  Moore's  Sketch  of  Columbia  College. — Ed. 

— Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  Vol.  vllL  pp.  207,  208. 
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our  Arms  (as  they  called  It),  namely,  the  Mohawks,  and  others  living  amongit  of^^ 
settlements,  who  they  remarked  had  been  very  usefull  to  us,  and  were  now  gr«td^' 
neglected  by  the  English. — The  Mohawks  In  particular,  (supported  by  the 
signified  their  desire  to  speak  In  public,  that  His  Majesty  would  take  their  caa 
Consideration,  and  allow  them  a  Missionary,  observing  that  they,  and  their  Fathe 
had  been  Chrlstianked,  and  attended  tor  many  years  by  Ministers  of  the  Churdi 
England — that  a  former  King  had  built  them  a  Church,  and  had  taken  much  care 
them,  but  that  they  have  been  now  for  many  years  without  an  English 
which  gave  them  much  concern. — Sir  William,  forseeing,  that  these,  and  many 
matters  of  a  private  nature,  would  if  spoken  In  publlck,  furnish  part  of  the 
federacy  with  subjects  for  disagreable  reflections,  represented  to  them,  that 
would  be  no  occasion  to  bring  matters  before  the  rest  of  the  Nations,  In  which  t%^^ 
were  not  particularly  concerned,  as  he  would  lay  them  before  His  Majesty,  te^^ 
whose  generous  sentiments  and  pious  regard  for  their  future  welfare,  th^  mt^^ 
expect  that  they  would  be  attended  to. 


— Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  Vol.  Till,  pp.  227, 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amstebdam. 

1770;  Synodalia,     Art  44. 

New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  received  reports,  by  letters,  of  tie 
action  of  the  several  Classes,  regarding  the  pre-advice  (see  actiott 
of  Classis,  Sept  4,  1769)  of  their  Xoble  Mightinesses  (the  Synod 
of  North  Holland;)  and  which  pre-advic^  (of  the  Synod,  July  25, 
1769,)_  had  been  accepted  by  the  (Classical)  del^ates,  subject  to 
the  approval  (of  the  several  Classes,)  and  all  of  which  had  been 
converted  into  a  Syuodical  resolution :  but  the  Classis  (of  AInste^ 
dam)  has  discovered  that  the  majority  of  the  Classes  leave  it  no 
liberty  to  eflfect,  in  the  name  of  the  Synod,  such  an  agreement 
(between  the  Coetus  and  the  Conferentie  in  New  York)  as  shall 
tend  best  to  the  satisfaction  of  both  parties :  For  the  reports  are 
as  follows: 

1.  While  the  Classis  of  Alkmaar  abides  bv  the  Svnodical  reso- 
lution  adopted  in  the  year  1763 : 

2.  The  Classis  of  Haarlem  would  gladly  see,  in  case  our 
(Amsterdam)  Classis  should  know  of  some  plan  of  uniting  tho 
]>artics  in  an  amicable  way,  and  to  the  greatest  satisfaction  of  both 
sides,  such  Plan  communicated  to  it,  before  it  is  sent,  in  oraer 
that  it  might  express  its  opinion  thereon  as  soon  as  possible. 

3.  The  Classis  of  IToorn  abides  by  the  pre-advico  of  their  ^oble 
Mightinesses,  provided  that  our  (iVmsterdam)  Classis  shall  not  at 
all  depart  from  the  Plan  indiciited  in  the  year  1768. 
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.  The  Classis  of  Enkhuizen  judges  that  the  resolution  of  the 

r  1763  should  be  adhered  to.     (Onlyi  the  Classis  of  Edam  stood 

Etrely  by  Amsterdam:  there  were  six  in  all  in  the  Synod  of 

rth  Holland:) 

Vhereupon  our  (Amsterdam)  Classis  has  resolved  to  declare  to 

Synod,  that  it  resigns  (afzien)  forever  the  affairs  of  New  York 

I  New  Jersey,  and  everything  that  needs  to  be  done  about  that 

LTch.     It  leaves  the  whole  business,  henceforth,  entirely  to  the 

9  of  Synod,  (of  North  Holland)  and  surrenders  all  the  letters 

Ich  the  Classis  has  received  from  the  various  parties,  to  do  with 

m  as  the  Synod  shall  deem  best     This  is  done  by  these  presents. 

lev.  Longueville,  minister  in  the  English  church  at  Amsterdam 

vered  to  the  Classis  a  letter  from  the  (Presbyterian)  Synod 

tfew  York,  with  the  request  that  the  Classis  would  cause  the 

e  to  reach  the  Synod  (of  North  Holland)  through  its  delegates. 

s  is  also  hereby  ordered,     xiv.  238,  239.     [See  Sept  3.] 

noN  OF  THE  Synod  of  North  Holland,  July  31-Aug.  9, 

1770.     Pp.  31-35,  Vol.  65. 

Abtiolb  33. — Classical  Changes. 

York : 

(▼.  John  Liyingston,  8.  S.  M.  C.  was  flnally  examined,  and  ordained  to  the  mln- 
for  the  city  of  New  York,  April  1,  1770. 

AjiTicLB  42. — The  German  Chueches. 


!T.  [Chrlftlan]  Fred.  Foerl&g  had  been  examined  In  the  spring  and  assigned  to 
three  churches  at  Germantown,  Wltpen  and  Worchester  until  the  Meeting  of  the 
us.     Those  three  churches  had  again  Importuned  to  have  him.     The  Coetns  felt 
It  could  not  refuse  their  request  and  asks  our  approval. 

ley  cannot  see  but  that  the  request  concerning  Rev.  [Christian]  F.  Foering  Is 
t,  and  so  have  no  objection  to  gratifying  the  wish  of  the  three  churches  to 
•h  his  Rev.  has  been  assigned ;  and  the  action  Is  approved.  [Rev.  Foering  sub- 
ently  came  to  New  York.] 


New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

lelr  Honorable  Mightinesses  will  await  the  report  of  the  Classes, 
le  Corresponding  Delegates  had  nothing  of  It  In  their  Acts;  and  the  Deputies 
no  remarks  to  make. 

11  the  Classes  refer  to  their  letters  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.     Thess  were  now 
from  their  Acts. 
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The  Classls  [of  Amsterdam]  haying  by  letters  received  iDformation  of  the  deci- 
sions of  the  other  Classes,  concerning  the  advice  of  their  Hon.  Mightinesses,  wbidi 
its  Commissioners  had  accepted,  subject  to  their  approbation,  has  found  that  tbe 
majority  of  the  Classes  do  not  leave  it  free  to  effect  such  an  agreement,  in  tbe 
name  of  the  Synod,  as  may  prove  to  be  most  satisfactory  to  both  parties. 

1.  Because  the  Classls  of  Alkmaar  abides  by  the  Synodical  resolutioi)  adopted  In 
1763. 

2.  The  Classls  of  Haarlem,  in  case  our  Classls  might  know  of  some  way  for 
uniting  the  parties  in  the  most  friendly  way,  would  like  to  have  the  plan  thereof 
communicated  to  It  before  it  Is  sent  over,  so  that  it  might  give  its  opinion  tbenoB 
as  soon  as  possible. 

3.  The  Classls  of  Hoorn  acquiesces  in  the  advice  of  their  Hon.  Mightinessei,  pro* 
vided  our  Classls  does  not,  In  substance,  depart  from  the  measures  proposed  in  the 
year  1768. 

4.  The  Classls  of  Enkhuysen  Is  of  opinion  that  the  action  of  1763  ought  to  stand. 

5.  The  Classls  of  Edam  falls  in  with  the  advice  of  their  Hon.  Mightinesses. 
Whereupon  our  Classls  resolved  to  state  to  the  Synod,  that  it  gives  up  for  good 

the  matter  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey ;  and  henceforth  leaves  entirely  to  the  cait 
of  the  Synod  whatever  is  to  be  done  about  that  Church  ;  giving  into  its  bands  all  tltt 
letters  which  the  Classls  has  received  from  the  different  parties,  to  do  with  them  u 
it  thinks  best.     This  was  done;  but  later,  the  (letters)  were  returned. 

Upon  the  wise  advice  of  their  Hon.  Mightinesses,  particularly  because  of  tbe  nev 
light  thrown  on  this  matter,  so  far  as  Rev.  Ritzema  is  concerned,  it  was  resolTed 
that  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam  be  requested  to  keep  that  church  imda  iti 
supervision,  and  to  act  according  to  circumstances  in  matters  that  come  up,  sabjeet, 
however,  to  the  approval  of  the  several  Classes.  These  shall  most  speedily  eooi* 
munlcate  their  opinions  thereon  at  the  first  meetings  held,  so  that  the  Commii' 
sloners  from  Amsterdam  may  make  report  of  them  at  the  next  meeting  of  tke 
Classls. 

In  regard  to  a  letter  from  the  Presbyterian  Synod  of  New  York  and  New  JerK7f 
and  Philadelphia,  of  May,  1769,  signed  by  Guillelmus  Kirkpatrick,  Moderator  of  the 
Synod,  containing  a  request  to  enter  into  correspondence  with  the  said  Synod,  it 
was  resolved  that  the  scribe  shall  reply  to  it,  and  state  that  the  North  Holland 
Synod  takes  pleasure  In  corresponding  with  churches  that  are,  with  her,  of  the  aama 
faith  ;  but  Alkmaar,  Haarlem  and  Amsterdam  take  that  letter,  moreover  ad  referen- 
dum, (1.  c.  Into  further  consideration). 


CirurwCii  OF  Xew  York. 
Grant  of  the  Township  of  Leydcn. 

New  York.  Aug.  13,  ITTO. 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Livingston,  dated  at  London,  June  12, 1770, 
stating  that  he  could  not  well  come  with  the  June  Packet,  but  would  with  the  next 
opportunity. 

The  resolution  of  the  Consistory.  April  30th,  1770,  concerning  the  request  to  th* 
Lieutenant-Governor,  a  tract  of  land,  was  not  only  acted  upon,  but  accomplished  I  *> 
that  on  Wednesday,  August  8th,  his  Excellency  signed  and  scaled  the  patent  und« 
the  name  of  "  The  Townships  of  Lcyden  ;'•  and  in  the  presence  of  the  Elder,  Ab.  I^^ 
delivered  It  into  the  hands  of  domlne  Joanne  Ritzema  as  a  gift,  free  from  all  co*^ 
coming  to  his  Excellency.  He  showed  himself  pleased  to  have  the  opportunity  <*' 
favoring  the  Dutch  Church  of  New  York.  For  this  he  was  heartily  thanked  in  ^^ 
name  of  the  Consistory.  This  was  stated  to  him,  together  with  the  proposal  of  the 
further  measures  by  which  it  might  at  the  first  opportunity  be  made  over  to  the 
Consistory  as  a  Corporation.     [See  April  30.] 

In  reference  to  this,  a  request  was  made  by  Justice  Slieper  for  the  assistance  ol 
the  Consistory  in  making  an  open  road  through  the  same.  This  road  runs  to  til* 
length  of  forty  miles  through  the  neighboring  patents  and  that  of  the  Datch  Church. 
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And  since  the  College  (Kings)  has  given  £10.,  we  conid  not  do  less ;  and  so  the  £10. 

was  granted. 

Signed  etc., 

Lambertus  de  Bonde,  p.  t.  President. 

(See  order  In  Council  tor  erecting  the  county  ot  Gloucester  in  northeastern  New 
York,  now  Vermont,  in  which  this  township  was  located.  Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  4to.  ed« 
Iv.  390-1.) 

New  York,  Ang.  20th,  1770. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God*s  name. 

The  particular  persons  who  sought  and  obtained  the  Patent  above  mentioned,  vis., 

Pieter  Keteltas,  Abram  Lott,  etc.,  to-day  signed  over  the  same  to  the  Ministers, 

Elders  and  Deacons  for  them  and  their  successors,  for  the  behoof  of  the  Dutch 

■Reformed  Congregation  in  New  York,  forever. 

Signed  etc., 

Lambertus  de  Ronde,  p.  t.  President. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Committee  (Delegates)  ad  Synodum. 

1770,  Sept.  3rd.  §  8.  The  delegates  to  Synod  report  that  the 
Latin  letter  from  New  York,  brought  before  this  Classis  by  Rev. 
Longneville,  was  delivered  over  to  the  Synod,  and  that  the  answer 
to  this  letter  has  already  been  forwarded  to  him  in  London  by  the 
Scriba  Symodi ;  they  recite  the  principal  events  that  occurred  at 
Synod,  and  refer  further  to  the  Acta  of  Synod.  Further  the 
Classis  resolves  that,  in  accordance  with  the  proposition  at  the 
Synod  of  Alkmaar,  1770,  the  examinees,  before  signing  the 
Formulae  of  Concord,  must  declare  that  they  have  previously  read 
the  same.     xiv.  241,  242.     [See  1770,  Synodalia] 

Church  of  New  York. 
Arrival  of  Dr.  Livingston. 

New  York,  Sept  6th,  1770. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Dr.  John  H.  Livingston,  called  to  be  minister  from  the  Academy  of  Utrecht,  for 
oar  Dutch  Congregation,  in  the  English  tongue,  presented  all  his  Ecclesiastical, 
Classical,  and  Academical  testimonials.  From  these,  qualifications  and  lawful  com- 
mission by  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  appeared,  and  he  was  thereupon  received  by  the 
Consistory  as  an  Associate  In  the  Ministry  of  the  Gospel,  in  a  cordial  address  from 
the  President,  with  expressions  of  desire  for  a  blessing.  These  were  confirmed  by  all 
/the  members  of  the  Consistory. 

Signed  etc.. 

Arch.  Laldlle,  p.  t  President. 


1770 


1770 
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Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

New  York. 

Classis  allowed  to  act  on  unofficial  reports. 

1770,  Oct.  1st.     Art.  6.     The  Committee  on  the  Affairs  of 
New  York  submit  for  consideration  the  following:  Inasmuch  as, 
according  to  a  Synodical  resolution,  the  affairs  of  New  York  were 
again  recommended  to  this  Classis,  to  act  pro  re  nata;  but  in  regard 
to  which  the  other  Classes  must  first  state,  if  they  consent  to  that 
resolution:  Should  not  the  Classis  have  the  liberty  when  favo^ 
able  reports  come  in  from  the  several  Classes,  of  writing,  as  soon 
as  possible,  to  New  York,  both  to  the  so-called  Coetus,  and  to  the 
Conferentie,  as  well  as  to  the  Consistory  of  New  York,  in  answer 
to  their  letters  sent  as  early  as  last  year ;  and  propose  specifically 
in  these  letters  some  modification  in  reference  to  the  appointment 
of  Professors;  touching  the  local  combination  either  with  the 
Presbyterian  College  at  Princeton,  or  with  the  Episcopal  College 
at  New  York,  more  fully  mentioned  in  the  proposal.     This  hav- 
ing been  discussed,  the  proposed  modification  was  indeed  ap- 
proved; but  it  was  deemed  by  most  of  the  members  of  Classis^ 
that  those  letters,  before  they  are  sent  off,  must  first  be  read  at 
the  next  meeting  of  Classis,  and  be  approved,     xiv.  244. 

The  Consistory  of  Kingston,  Per  Rev.  Isaac  Rysdyck,  to 
THE  Classis  of  Amsteildam,  Oct.  10,  1770.  Vol.  33,  Pagb 
206,  No.  437. 

(Abstract.) 

A  letter  from   the  Consistory  of  Kingston,   signed  Oct.   10,   1770,   by   the  eld«^ 
Adam  Swart,   C.   J.   Elmendorf,  Adrian  Wynkoop,   and  Benjamin   Loaw;  and  f^^ 
deacons,    Johannes    Van    Keimen,    Petrus    Baasen,    Cornells    Beekman,    Hendri^^ 
Jansen   Jnntz ;   and   written,   in   the  name  and  by   the   authority   of   the  afore^^ 
Consistory,  by  Isaac  Rysdyk,  V.  D.  M.,  of  Ponghkpeepsle  and  Fishklll,  as  pi 
protem,  and  scribe. 

They  complain  that,  although   they  have  not  the  slightest  reason   to  doabt 
watchful  care,  their  authorization  for  a  call,  transmitted  to  us  four  years  ago, 
as  far  as  they  know,  received  no  answer  as  yet,  so  that  they  find  themselves  i 
deprived  of  a  capable  pastor  and   teacher. 

They   request   that,    if   we   have   not  yet   come   to   an   agreement  with  a   woi 
minister  for  them,  we  might,  as  early  and  securely  as  possible,  send  back  to 
the  authorization  for  a  call,  because  they  have  opportunity  to  settle  the  ma 
In  another  way.     Meanwhile  they  thank  us  for  the  trouble  which,  no  donbt, 
have  already  been  put  to,  for  them.     They  commend  their  case  to  our  thoogfat 
care,  and  close  with  congratulationa 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  EARL  OF  DUNMORE,  GOV- 
ERNOR, OCTOBER  19,  1770-JULY  9,  1771. 

Church  of  New  York. 

To  His  Bxcellency,  the  Bight  Honorahle  John,  Barl  of  Dunmore»  Captaiii>-General 
And  Governor-in-Chlef  in  and  over  the  Province  of  New  York,  and  the  Territories 
depending  thereon  in  America,  Chancellor  and  Vice  Admiral  of  the  same. 

The  Humble  address  of  the  Ministers,  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Reformed 
Protestant  Dutch  Church  of  the  City  of  New  York. 

May  It  please  your  Excellency: — 

We  his  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Ministers,  Elders  and 
Deacons  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  of  the  City  of  New  York  beg 
leaye  most  sincerely  to  congratulate  your  Lordship  on  your  safe  arrival  in  this 
Province,  toi  the  government  of  which  our  most  gracious  Sovereign  has  been 
pleased  to  appoint  you. 

With  sentiments  of  the  warmest  gratitude  to  the  best  of  Princes  in  placing  a 
person  of  your  Lordship's  distinguished  birth  and  amiable  character  to  the  chief 
command  of  this  Colony;  permit  us,  my  Lord,  to  assure  you  of  our  ardent  wishes 
and  prayers  that  the  same  Providence  which  has  safely  conducted  you  through  the 
perils  and  dangers  of  the  ocean,  may  continue  to  smile  on  your  person;  family  and 
administration. 

The  Dutch  Church,  my  Lord,  the  most  ancient  in  this  Colony,  has  from  time 
to  time  been  distinguished  with  particular  marks  of  the  Royal  favor;  her  iu- 
ralaable  rights  and  privileges  inviolately  preserved;  and  her  members,  we  flatter 
-ourselves,  not  undeservedly  esteemed  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects  to  his  Majesty  and 
his  Royal  predecessors.  We  may  therefore  with  the  greatest  sincerity  promise 
ourselves  your  Lordship's  support  and  countenance. 

Hay  the  Supreme  Disposer  of  all  events  long  preserve  your  Lordship  I  May  your 
administration  meet  with  the  approbation  of  our  most  gracious  Sovereign;  and 
may  you,  my  Lord,  long  enjoy  the  esteem  of  a  happy  and  grateful  people. 

We  are  my  Lordship's  most  dutiful  and  obedient  servants, 

Arch.  Laidlie,  p.  t  President. 
Consistory  Chamber, 

New    York,    October    25,    1770. 

His  Lordship's  answer  was. 
Gentlemen : — 

I  return  you  my  sincere  thanks  for  your  address.  I  shall  neglect  nothing  in 
my  power  to.  preserve  to  the  ancient  Dutch  Church  that  security  it  has  hitherto 
so  deservedly  enjoyed;  and  its  members  may  depend  upon  my  support  and 
•countenance. 

Journal  of  the  New  York  Assembly. 

1771,  Jan.  7.  p.  21.  First  reading  of  a  Bill  brought  In  by  Mr.  Ten  Broeck 
entitled,  "An  Act  to  euable  every  church  or  congregation  of  Reformed  Protestants 
in  the  county  of  Albany,  without  discrimination  to  take  and  hold  estates  to  the 
value  of  one  hundred  pounds  sterling,  p.  22.  Second  reading.  Referred  to  Com- 
mittee of  whole  house,  p.  49.  Ordered  that  the  above  Bill  be  engrossed,  p.  68. 
BUI  passed.  Messrs.  Ten  Broeck  and  Ten  Eyck  a  committee  to  carry  the  Bill 
to  the  Council  and  desire  their  concurrence.     Smothered  in  Council. 

JOURNAI^  OF  THE  NeW  YoRK  ASSEMBLY. 

1771,  Jan.  8.  The  Bill  mentioned  above  on  p.  77,  (Jan.  16,  1770)  was  read  a 
second  time  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  house. 

1771,  Jan.  26.     The  engrossed  Bill  mentioned  above,   (p.  77,  Jan.  16,  1770)  was 
id  a  third  time  and    passed  and  sent  to  the  Council  by  Ten  Broeck  and  Ten  Byek. 


1771 
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Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

New  York. 

1771,  Jan.  8th.  Art.  2.  The  Committee  on  the  affairs  of 
New  York,  report,  that  all  the  Classes,  in  accordance  with  the 
resolution  of  Synod,  now  gives  liberty  to  the  Classis  of  AIIlSte^ 
dam  to  act  pro  re  ruita,  in  the  writing  of  their  letters  to  New  Yort 
They  furthermore  make  known  that  they  have  considered  every- 
thing maturely ;  and  accordingly  they  will  now  read  to  the  Assem- 
bly the  entire  letter  received  from  the  church  of  New  York,  dated 
May  11, 1769. 

The  reply  to  this  letter  was  also  read  by  the  Committee,  which 
was  approved  for  sending.  They  also  read  a  letter  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Coetus  of  New  York,  being  a  reply  to  a  letter  of  theirs, 
dated  May  5,  1769.  They  also  read  a  letter  to  the  members  of 
the  Conferentie  of  New  York,  being  an  answer  to  a  letter  of 
theirs,  of  May  5,  1769,  signed  by  four  ministers  of  the  CoiDr 
ferentie.     xiv.  245. 

Kitzema. 

Art.  2.     Also  a  letter  to  Rev.  Ritzema,  being  a  reply  to  two 
letters  from  him,  dated  March  4,  and  May  9,  1769. 
These  were  all  approved  for  sending,     xiv.  246. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Consistoky  of  New  Yob^ 
Jax.  8,  1771.     Vol.  31,  Page  344.     No.  207. 

To  the  Conaistoi-y  of  New  York. 
Worthy  Gentlemen  and  Much-esteemed  Brethren  : — 

We  duly  received  your  two  letters  of  March  31st  and  May  11th,  1769.     In  com 
ance  with  your  friendly  request  In  the  first,  we  have  ordained  for  service  In  y 
church.  Rev.  Mr.  Livinfjaton.  after  two  examinations  in  which  he  w^as  found  by 
to  be  very  competent.     We  provided  him  with  a  proper  Act.     (Testimonial  of  ordi 
tion.)      It  plves  us  great  satisfaction  to  learn  that  he  arrived  safely   In  your  c 
and  has  already  assumed   the  duties  of  the  sacred  office  among  you.*     It  Is 
hearty  wish  that  he  make  his  ministry  among  you  glorious.     May  he,  moreo 
besides  this  ministry  among  you,  contribute  much  to  bring  about  unity  and  pe- 
generally,  and  promote  true  edification  and  blessedness,  through  the  saving  kno- 
edge  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  together  with  the  pure  and  godly  walk 
thereto. 

The  contents  of  your  second  letter,  (May  11th,  1769)  we  could  not  answer  "bef 
that  the  Christian  Synod  had  committed  anew  to  us  the  care  of  the  charches 
New  York  and  New  Jersey,  whereof  we  would  have  much  rather  been  relieved. 

•He  left  Holland,  June  1st,  1770,  and  wrote  to  the  Consistory  of  New  York  J^ 
June  12th  from  London.  He  arrived  In  New  York  Sept  3rd  1770,  and  was  form9^4 
received  on  Sept  6th. 
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son  of  this  was  that  the  majority  of  the  Classes  did  not  leave  us  the  liberty  to  act, 
iccordance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Synod  which  we  brought  to  your  knowledge 
our  letter  of  Sept.  4,  1760.  We  informed  you  that  the  Classes  requested  us  to 
BLln  those  churches  under  our  supervision,  and  to  act  pro  re  naia  as  the  cases 
arred,  in  our  letter  of  January  9,  1770. 

Ve  have  learned  with  satisfaction  that  our  endeavors  to  reunite  all  the  Dutch 
formed  churches  in  your  country,  and  to  heal  the  breach,  are  approved  by  you. 

rejoice  in  the  express  declaration  of  your  heartfelt  yearning  and  desire  for  the 
Iflcation  of  the  divided  brethren,  and  in  the  practical  proofs  given  in  your  letter 
U8  on  that  subject.     We  kindly  request  you  to  persevere  firmly  in  this  line  of  seal 

the  attainment  of  this  object.  We  are  no  less  sorry  than  yourselves  that  the 
embling  together  of  the  brethren  of  the  Coetus  and  Conferentle  was  suspended, 
ag  prevented  by  a  mcmb^  of  the  Conferentie,  [Ritzema],  who,  as  it  clearly 
>ears  to  us,  is  too  strongly  attached  to  the  Episcopal  Society  by  the  oath  which 
has  taken  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  same,*  and  that,  to  the  great  injury  of 
?  church  of  which  he  is  a  minister.  We  are  the  more  grievend  at  this,  when  we 
:e  into  consideration  the  fact,  which  you  were  pleased  to  tell  us,  that  you  thought 
1  had  well-founded  reasons  for  believing,  that  if  the  two  parties  had  then  met  to 
at  with  each  other  as  brethren,  good  results  would  have  ensued.  If  this  condi- 
Q  of  affairs  continues,  we  agree  with  you  that  we  can  expect  nothing  less  than  the 
*y  saddest  consequences  to  the  Church.  But  we  heartily  hope  such  things  may  be 
3lded  by  a  friendly  meeting  for  reconciliation,  for  the  co-operation  following  a 
Ion  of  peace  will  greatly  conduce  to  the  best  interests  of  Qod's  Zion. 
It  is  very  agreeable  to  us,  that  our  proposed  PLAN  or  Project  for  Union  and  the 
itoration  of  good  order,  in  all  its  essential  parts,  met  with  the  approval  of  most 
f  the  churches.)  We  had  not  supposed  that  at  the  first,  we  shoald  have  hit 
»rything  so  exactly  that  there  would  be  nothing  needing  alteration  or  improve- 
;nt.  We  had  requested  the  consideration  of  it  by  the  brethren,  and  consequently 
!  have  taken  your  suggestions  into  our  consideration. 

We  have  therefore  the  honor  now  to  inform  you  that  we  willingly  abandon  our 
tended  combination  of  you  with  Princeton,  (although  this  seemed  to  us  less 
pensive),  because  of  the  objections  which  you  have  brought  forward.  But  we 
lo  totally  disapprove  of  Rev.  Ritzema's  proposed  combination  with  the  Episcopal 
ademyt  at  New  York,  as  being  Impracticable.  Instead  of  these  plans  we  agree 
at  it  would  be  best,  "  as  soon  as  the  desired  reconciliation  of  the  now  divided 
?thren  shall  be  effected,  a  Professor,  (or  perhaps  two  Professors)  of  Theology 
ould  be  elected,  as  was  proposed  in  the  first  Plan,  with  a  sufficient  salary,  and  that 
ch  Professor,  without  standing  in  any  relation  to  any  existing  Academy,  give  lea- 
as  in  theology,  etc.,  in  his  own  dwelling,  and  only  to  such  students  as  can  show 

certificates,  that  they  have  been  two  or  three  years  either  at  one  of  the  Colleges, 

at  a  High  School  or  Gymnasium,  under  able  teachers  in  the  languages,  philosophy, 

!.,  who  may  now  be  in  your  country,  or  who  may  come  hereafter." 

The   change  of   the  names   of  Coetus  and   Conventus   into   those   of   Synod   and 

assis  we  cannot  allow,  for  reasons  given  by  the  CThrlstian  Synod  of  North  Holland 

1763,  which  arc  known  to  you  from  those  Minutes. 

The  union  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coetus  with  that  of  New  York  does  not  belong  to 
,  but  depends  on  the  Synod  not  only  of  North  Holland  but  also  on  that  of  South 
>lland.  Such  union  would  encounter  more  difficulties  and  draw  more  consequences 
ter  it  than  you  imagine. 

Furthermore,  we  Join  our  hearty  wishes  with  yours,  and  pray  that  the  God  of 
ace  would  be  plpasod  so  far  to  unite  in  love  the  divided  brethren,  that  they  may 
In  their  shoulders  to  carry  forward  the  Ark  of  God,  that  the  churches  may  be 
undantly  edified  by  tholr  ministrations,  that  many  who  are  yet  without,  may 
Ickly  be  brought  to  the  saving  knowledge  of  the  Lord. 

Wishing  God's  best  blessinKs  upon  you.  and  upon  all  that  is  dearest  to  you,  we 
fn  ourselves  with  sincere  brotherly  esteem, 

Daniel  Serrurier,  Dep.  Praeses. 
N.  Tetterode,  Dep.  Scrlba. 

Classls.  Jan.  8.  1771. 


•Spp  Centennial   Dlpcoursos.  R.  C.  A.   1876,  pp.  59,  94,  etc. 
fKings   (Columbia)   Colh'jjo. 
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The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Coetus  of  New  York, 
Jan.  8,  1771.     Vol.  31,  Page  347.     No.  208. 

Rev.  Sirs  and  Highly-honored  Brethren : — 

Your  letter  of  May  6th  1769  with  other  papers  came  duly  to  hand.  We  conld  not 
reply  to  It  "  before  that  the  Christian  Synod  had  committed  anew  to  ns  the  cm 
of  the  .churches  In  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  of  which  we  would  much  rather  tan 
relieved.  The  reason  for  this  was  because  xthe  majority  of  the  Classes  did  notletft 
us  the  liberty  to  act  In  accordance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Synod,  which  we 
brought  to  your  knowledge  In  our  letter  of  Sept.  4,  1769.  We  informed  you  In  oar 
letter  of  Jan.  9th  1770,  that  the  Classis  requested,  us  to  retain  those  chordm 
under  our  supervision  and  to  act  pro  re  tuita,  as  the  cases  occurred. 

We  learned,  Indeed,  with  great  pleasure,  from  your  letter,  your  anxious  desire  tor 
the  restoration  of  peace.  We  understand,  however,  from  the  same  document  tlM 
f  rultlessness  of  the  efforts  you  have  made  towards  its  accomplishment,  bectose  of 
the  conduct  of  the  brethren  of  the  Conferentle,  which  we  cannot  approve.  We  hope 
and  wish  from  the  heart  that  you  will  persevere  earnestly  in  your  efforts  for 
reconciliation,  and  contribute  everything  which  may  help  toward  this  so  neceotry 
union  of  divided  brethren. 

It  seems  to  us,  from  your  communication,  that  you  still  flatter  yourselves  with 
the  hope  of  the  erection  of  an  Academy  of  your  own,  which  will  require,  aceordfaig 
to  our  ideas  of  such  things,  an  endowment  of  some  tuns  of  gold.*  Whether  you  will 
be  able  to  find  such  an  endowment  in  your  country,  we  know  not ;  but  we  are 
certain  that  the  expectation  of  a  generous  collection  of  money  in  our  country,  wlU 
meet  with  no  better  success  than  did  the  disappointed  hopes  of  Rev.  (Theodore) 
Frellnghuysent  (In  1759.)  Therefore  we  kindly  request  you  to  abandon  that  Idn* 
or  at  least  to  wait  for  the  execution  of  it  until  a  more  favorable  opportunity,  mtk* 
ing  no  use  of  the  charter  obtained  until  a  sufficient  endowment  shall  have  been  foond 
in  your  own  conn  try  4 

We  will  gladly  forego  the  local  combination  with  the  Academy  at  Princeton, 
because  of  the  objections  brought  forward.  We  think  after  further  consideritlon 
that  it  would  be  best  '*  that  as  soon  as  the  desired  reconciliation,  of  the  now  dlrided 
brethren,  shall  be  effected,  a  Professor  (or  rather  two  Professors)  of  TheoloflT 
should  be  elected,  as  was  proposed  in  the  first  Plan,  with  a  sufficient  salary,  and  that 
such  Professor,  without  standing  in  any  relation  to  any  existing  Academy,  gl^« 
lessons  In  theology  etc.,  in  his  own  dwelling,  to  such  students  only,  as  can  show 
by  certificates,  that  they  have  been  two  or  three  years,  either  at  one  of  the  College* 
or  at  a  Ul^h  School,  or  Gymnasium,  under  able  teachers  in  the  languages,  phlloiO- 
phy,  etc.,  who  may  now  be  in  your  country,  or  who  may  come  hereafter." 

The  alterations  which  you  prefer  in  the  proposed  Plan,  (Inserted  verbatim  In  the 
Minutes  of   the   Synod  of   1768,)    are  partly   unimportant,   and   partly  inconsletto* 
with  the  Constitution  of  the  Netherland  churches.     The  reason  why  you  desire  the 
addition  of  the  word  ecclesiastical  to  the  words  **  the  very  closest  relation  of  tboee 
churches  to  that  of  Netherland  as  their  Mother  Church  must  remain  irrefragft^^^ 
or  rather  in  its  complete  form,  the  expression  of  **  close  ecclesiastical  union  with  the 
Netherland  Church,"  does  not  seem  clear  to  us,  and  therefore  is  not  satisfactoH' 
for  "  the  very  closest  relation  "  whereof  we  speak,  is  a  relation  of  your  Church  w 
ours,  and  thus  an  ecclesiastical,  and  not  a  civil  relation.     Neither  can  we  disc^'^ 
the  reason  why  the  word  union  In  this  connection  would  be  better  than  the  ^^ 
relation;  unless,  indeed,  the  bond  of  union  might  be  desired  to  be  too  loose,   •^^^t 
therefore.  It  were  sought  to  deprive  the  Netherland  Church  of  the  never  yet  dlsp^^ 
title  of  the  Mother  Church  of  those  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey.  ^^ 

Of  more  importance  is  the  change  of  the  terms  Coetus  and  ConventuA  into  ^^'^ 
of  Synod  and  Classis,  with  all  the  prerogatives  appertaining  thereto,  whlcb  ^^, 
desire,  even  so  far  that  no  appeal  could  be  made  from  the  sentence  of  the  S^^Sg 
since  this  would  absolutely  break  off  every  relation  of  your  Church  to  ours. 

•An  expression  for  a  very  large  quantity,  as  we  say— a  gold  mine. 

tSee  Corwin's  Manual  of  1879 ;  pp.  40,  268 ;  4th  ed.  1902,  pp.  111-114,  427-4. 

tThis  evidently  refers  to  the  charter  of  1770. 
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and  in  no  such  relation  to  any  foreign  Synod,  but  only  to  those  In  our  own  land, 
ith  the  churches  in  the  East  Indies  and  the  West  Indies,  we  stand  in  the  very 
mest  relation :  but  in  those  countries  there  are  no  independent  Synods.  We 
resee  that  if  it  Is  desired  to  introduce  such  an  alteration,  the  most  unfortunate 
nsequehces  would  ensue,  such  as  schism  upon  schism  and  worse  confusions  than 
er  before,  to  the  destruction  of  the  churches.  We  also  have  reason  to  fear  that 
ose  who  persist  in  such  a  sentlmentt  viz.,  the  loosening  of  the  bond  of  relationship 

the  Netherlands  Church,  and  the  standing  as  a  Church  by  themselves,  would,  too 
te,  be  sorry  for  such  a  course;  for  the  certain  consequences,  to  our  way  of 
Inking,  of  all  this,  would  be  the  loss  of  the  privileges  which  are  stipulated  for  the 
atch  Reformed  Churches  in  the  reports  of  the  Province  of  New  York  to  England. 

We  have  kindly  refused  the  request  of  the  church  of  Kingston  for  a  written 
amission  of  the  Rev.  Meyer,  in  the  hope  that  you  come  to  terms  of  peace  and 
)come  united  with  the  brethren  of  the  Conferentie.  We  feared  that  by  the  dla- 
Isslon  of  Rev.  Meyer,  new  occasion  might  be  given  for  estrangement  We  are  also 
cpecting  that  when  the  union  of  all  the  brethren  shall  take  place,  that  those  thos 
lited,  would  together,  even  In  the  church  of  Kingston,  perform  everything  that 
ndered  toward  mutual  satisfaction  and  general  edification. 

We  close  with  a  sincere  declaration  that  we  are  fully  conscious  in  all  our  dealings 

1th  the  churches  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  that  we  have  had  no  other  aim  than 

teir  highest  benefit  and 'genuine  welfare,  that  we  have  labored  for  that  end  with  a 

Islnterested  desire.     Therefore  we,  who  have  conceded  more  for  the  restoration  of 

le  peace  of  your  churches  and  the  reunion  of  the  brethren  than  we  have  ever 

mceded  to  any  other  church  assembly,  either  in  the  East  Indies  or  the  West  Indiea, 

oald  feel  deeply  grieved,  if  we  should  have  to  draw  our  hand  from  them,  alnee 

either  Classls  nor  Synod,  can  or  will  concede  anything  more  than  has  been  already 

one  by  us.     We  pray  that  the  God  of  peace  may  command  peace  upon  your  churchea» 

od  cause  you  and  all  yours  to  enjoy  in  every  way  all  real  good.     We  sign  ourselves 

1th  sincere  brotherly  love  and  great  affection, 

Daniel  Serrurier,  Dep.  Praeset. 

N.  Tetterode,  Dep.  Scriba. 
1  Classls,  Jan.  8,  1771. 


'he  Classis  of  Amsterdam   to    the  Oontbrhntib  of  Nbjw 
York,  January  8,  1771.     Vol.  31,  Pages  356  etc     No.  209. 

To  the  Conferentie  at  New  York. 

BT.  Sirs  and  Much-honored  Brethren : — 

We  duly  received  two  letters  from  Rev.  Rltsema,  dated  March  4th  and  May  Oth« 
rOO;  also  a  letter  signed  by  Revs.  Pryenmoet,  Cocq,  (Cock),  Rysdyck  and  Kern, 
I  ted  May  6th  1769,  with  an  enclosed  letter  to  the  Christian  Synod  of  North 
olland.  These,  with  those  of  Rev.  Ritzema,  and  two  others,  written  by  the 
'ethren  of  the  Coetus,  and  by  the  Consistory  of  New  York,  have  been  laid  by 
I  on  the  table  of  the  Synod,  that  their  contents  may  be  compared  with  one 
lother.  Those  letters  of  yours,  (the  Conferentie),  and  especially  those  of  Rltsema, 
ere  the  chief  reasons  why  the  difficulties  in  New  York  and  New  Jersey  have 
mained  unsettled  so  long.  Because  of  these  letters  we  could  do  nothing  further, 
id  had  about  made  up  our  minds  to  have  nothing  more  to  do  with  the  trouble- 
»me  work  of  caring  for  the  churches  In  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  but  to  leave 
le  whole  business  to  the  disposition  of  the  Christian  Synod. 

We  were  confident  that  we  had  done  everything  without  prejudice  and  In  the 
ost  disinterested  manner,  to  restore  peace  and  progress.  But  the  Christian 
pnod  resolved  to  request  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  retain  the  churches  of 
ew  Ycyrk  and  New  Jersey  under  their  supervision,  and  to  consider  the  cases 
lat  might  occur  pro  re  nata;  (this  action  to  be)  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
rspective  Classes,  which  will,  as  soon  as  possible,  communicate  their  judgments 
1  this  matter  at  the  next  meeting  (of  the  Synod).  But  the  information  of  the 
lassis  concerning  that  resolution  did  not  come  im  until  our  present  regular  meet- 
ig,  hence  we  could  not  answer  the  said  letters  sooner. 
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It  caDsed  us  bitter  grief  to  learn  from  the  letter  of  Rev.  Ritsema  that  he  wu 
unwllllDR  to  be  reconciled  to  the  brethren  of  the  Coetus.  The  idea  which  he 
tries  to  fdve  us  of  the  character  of  these  brethren  is  very  different  from  that  which 
the  Consistory  o(f  New  York  gives  us.  We  are  willing  to  believe  that  the  brethna 
who  belong  to  the  Conferentie  are  defenders  of  orthodoxy ;  but  whether  thii  is 
also  true  of  Rev.  Ritzema  seems  doubtful  to  us.  We  know  that  he  stands  in  a 
very  grave  relation  to  the  Episcopalians,  without  the  consent  and  against  the 
wishes  of  the  Consistory  of  New  York. 

Concerning  the  suggestions  about  your  form  of  Church  govemmenjt,  we  do  not 
perceive  that  you  desire  any  real  changes.  We  have  already  responded  to  the 
propositions  of  the  other  brethren.  That  our  PLAN  have  given  occasicn  to  as 
uausual  amount  of  advocacy  and  opposition,  yea,  even  strife  in  almost  all  the 
churches,  seems  very  strange  to  us,  because  the  Consistory  of  New  York  assured 
us  that  our  proposals  were  acceptable  to  at  least  nine-tenths  of  the  churches  is 
your  regions.  Those  who  have  given  occasion  for  this  strife,  not  unknown  to 
those  who  have  insight  into  their  line  of  conduct,  will  be  obliged  to  answer  for 
their  conduct  to  their  Lord.  We  have  sought  to  establish  peace,  and  are  jet 
seeking  it,  whereof  all  our  acts  are  sufficient  proof. 

Concerning  the  Professorate,  it  seems  to  us  to  be  best  "  that  as  soon  as  **  etd, 
etc.     See  letters  preceding. 

Rev.  Sirs  and  Beloved  Brethren,  if  it  l)c  your  wish  and  prayer,  for  the  welfare 
of  your  churches,  as  you  assert,  that  the  God  of  peace  "would  be  pleased  so  far 
to  bless  our  efforts  toward  the  healing  of  this  distressing  division,  that  yoa  oay 
again  enjoy  the  fruits  of  a  settled  and  lasting  peace,  why  do  you   longer  refoie 
to  give  the  hand  of  fraternal  fellowship  to  the  brethren  of  the  Coetus?    If  tbi 
welfare  of  the  churches  In  your  land  lies  upon  your  hearts.  Join  yoarselves  In  lov^ 
in  one  body,   with  those  brethren  of  the  Coetus,  and  strive  cordially  with  theft 
to  build  up  God's  Zlon  and  edify  the  Church.     If  you  take  action  as  quickly  •> 
possible   upon   this,   our   prayerful   communication;    you   will   then   Indeed  confim 
what  Rev.  Ritzema  wrote  to  us :  **  Why  should  we  not  remain  subordinate  to  tli*^ 
Classis  from  which  we  weire  sent,  which  watches  over  us  with  so  much  love  99^ 
care  and  has  always  done  so 7*  ^^ 

Our  prayerful  wish  Is  that  PEACE  may  reign  in  your  hearts;  and  that  I^^^J^ 
which  Is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law  and  the  bond  of  perfectness  may  henoefo^^ 
govern  all  your  actions. 

With  sincere  brotherly  esteem,  etc,  etc. 

Di'ulel   Serrurler,  Dep.  Praeses- 
N.   Tctterrode,    Dep.    Scriba. 
In  Classis,  Jan.  8,  1771. 

Church  of  Xkw  York. 
Petition  in  behalf  of  Van  der  Snian. 

New  York,  Jan.  21st,  1771 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 
The  following  paper  signed  in  the  subscribers  own  hands  was  presented  to 

C(msistory. 

To  the  Reverend  Consistory. 

Reverend  Sirs: — 

We,   the  uniderslgned,   members  of  the  Dutch   Reformed  Church   in   the  City 
New  York,  come  before  you  with  all  honor  and  respect,  to  request  that  you 
be  pleased   to  restore  Mr.   Adrianus  Van  der   Sman   in   the   coming   May,   to 
dwelling,  of  which  he  has  now  for  seven  years  been  deprived;  that  he  may  no' 
obliged  to  wander  hither  and  thither,  nor  be  so  situated  that  he  cannot 
his  catechumens  in  a  suitable  room ;  such  was  the  dwelling  erected  by  a  former 
sistory,  for  his  purpose,  and  not  for  an  ale  house,  which  it  is  at  present. 

Your  compliance  with  this  request  will  greatly  oblige  us,  and  give  sa 
to  the  Dutch  congregation, 

Peter  Marschalk  Isaac  Blank 

Barnardus  Swartwout  Walter  P.  Beyer 

John  Blank  Jj^o.  Dikeman 
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>8iiie  Isaac  Kip 

Dalsen  Coenraad  W.  Ham 

31sworth  his 

Bogart  Dirk  D.  X  Amerman 

n  Demerest  mark 

logart  Wendel  Ham 

I  Hoek  G.  van   Sollngen 

rman  Ahasuerus  Turk 

mermaii*  Jr.  Jakobus  Lefferts 

rnat  Jacobus  Turk 

Bmyn  Cornelius  Turk 

Edward  Couwenhoven 

Jno.  Elswort 

Barnat   Sebring 

regoing  request  was  granted  on   condition  that  the  sum  of  £16.,   which 
der    Sman    now    receives   for    rent,    ceases   from    that   time.     This    the 
s  received  with  satisfaction,  and  promised  to  do  their  best  for  farther 
)n. 

Signed  etc. 

J.  Ritzema,  p.  t  President. 

Vaiuous  Items. 

ory   held  after   calling  on   God's  name. 

it  to  prevent  the  irregular  attendance  of  the  members  of  consistory  in 

d.  That  members,  who  having  been  notified,  come  five  minates  after  the 
ill  pay  six  pence;  and  those  who  are  absent  altogether,  one  shilling — 
ermined  by  the  clock  of  the  New  Church. 

id,  inasmuch  as  the  house  of  Isaac  Uytden  Bogart,  om  which  the  Coq- 
)lds  a  mortgage,  is  to  be  sold  tomorrow  at  public  vendue.  That  Jakobus 
It  and  Isaac  Roosevelt  shall  attend  and  bid  on  the  property  as  high  as 
^ge  extends,  and  provide  so  far  as  possible,  tliat  the  church  be  not  a 

ch  as  the  Deacons,  on  account  of  multiplied  expenditures  and  the  small 
'om  the  collections,  are  not  in  a  condition  to  clear  themselves,  Resolve, 
7  draw  £100.  from  the  treasury.  Out  of  this  they  shall  advance  to  Mr. 
.,  to  be  deducted  from  his  salary  when  that  Is  paid, 
in  de  Peyster  brought  in  a  list  of  different  lots  of  Mr.  Jna  Harpendlng, 
i  now  out;  and  desired  the  assistance  of  the  Elders  In  dealing  with  the 
the  advantage  of  the  church,  H.  Kip,  B.  Brevoort  and  Isaac  RooMvelt 
Mnted  a  committee  for  this  purpose. 

Mays,  widow  of  Guikens,  who  had  been*  a  servant  maid  of  domlne  de 
ing  blind  and  poor,  was  according  to  a  resolution  of  the  Consistory  taken 
supported  on  the  same  condition  as  the  other  poor. 

^gned  etc, 

J.  Ritzema,  p.  t.  President. 

UBNAL  OF  THE  New  York  Council.     Jax.  26,  1771. 

Journal.     Albany  Reformed  Protestant  Church  Estate  Holding  Bill. 

^an.   26.     An   act   to   enable  every   church   or   congregation   of   Reformed 

ts  in  the  county  of  Albany  withonit  discrimination  to  take  and  hold  estates 

ue  of  one  hundred  pounds,  sterling  per  annum,  given  them  for  the  support 

spel. 

9m  the  Assembly  to  the  Council,  Brought  up  and  read,  1773;  CommAtteO, 

ver   reported. 
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Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Letters  to  Xew  York. 

1771,  April  8th.     The  letters  to  Xew  York — soe  Art  2,  Acta, 
Jan.  8,  1771,  have  been  written  and  sent.     xiv.  251,  Art.  9  ad  2. 

Church  of  New  York. 

New  York,  April   29tli,  1771. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Res6lYed,  That  the  Lord's  Supper  be  administered  on  the  two  summer  occirioDi 
In  the  North  Church,  (Fulton  St.),  and  on  the  two  winter  occasions  in  the  Net 
Church,  (Cedar  St.)  The  preparatory  sermons  shall  be  held  in  the  churches  where 
the  Supper  is  administered,  as  shall  alsoi  the  evening  service. 

Further,  Resolved,  That  the  family  visitation  shall  be  done  at  the  two  saffliner 
administrations. 

A  paper  was  presented  by  several  persons  containing  a  complaint  against  soon 
members  as  holding  the  errors  of  Armlnians  and  adhering  to  the  Methodista  lUt 
was  so  far  entertained  by  the  Consistory  that  they  appointed  domlne  Rltsema  toA 
B.  Brevoort  a  committee  on  the  subject  They  are  also  to  warn  John  YantliMi 
as  a  disorderly  member,  to  abstain  from  the  table  of  the  Lord  until  he  improves 
his  manner  of  life,  and  they  are  to  make  report  to  the  consistory,  by  the  flnt 
opportunity. 

Jakobus  van  Zandt,   Isaac  Roosevelt,   Aadrles  Brestede,    William   Heyer,  Pietff 

Van  Zandt  and  Jno.   Steg  were  appointed  a  committee  to  see  what  is  neceatiT 

to  be  done  to  the  Tower,  the  roof  and  other  parts  of  the  Old  Church.    They  v* 

to  take  with  them  a  couple  of  carpenters,  and  to  bring  in  a  plan  of  the  Toweff 

and  an  exact  estimate  of  the  cost,  as  also  of  the  other  repairs. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Bitzema,  loco  praesldla 

New  York,  May  6th,  1771. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Domlne  Rltzema  and  the  Elders  Brevoort  made  an  oral  report  concerning  the 
matter  committed  to  them  last  Monday.  The  purport  of  It  was,  that  the  ch&rgs 
of  adhering  to  the  doctrine  of  the  Remonstrants  was  denied  by  the  Parties.  Tbet^ 
upon  it  was  Resolved,  That  the  ministers  and  Elders  should  meet  next  Mo&(t*7 
afternoon  at  6  o'clock  to  take  the  case  into  further  consideration. 

The  committee  In  relation  to  the  Old  Church  brought  in  a  plan  of  a  New  Tower 
and  other  repairs.  These  would  cost  at  least  £900. ;  but  there  was  no  money  to 
the  Treasury  nor  were  they  In  a  condition  to  borrow  any.  Whereupon  it  *•• 
Resolved,  That  If  the  conKregatlon  will  supply  sufficient  funds,  the  Conslitori 
were  disposed  to  execute  the  plans.  Domlne  Rltzema  was  requested  to  draw  oP 
the  heading  for  a  subscription  for  circulation.  Therein  should  be  stated,  the  costi 
and  debts  already  incurred,  and  what  would  be  further  required,  so  that  every 

one  could  see  it. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Rltzema.  p.  t.  President 

1771,  May   19.     Consistory  Held  After  Calling  on  Gops 

Name. 

The  report  of  Do.  Rltzema  and  Elder  Brevoort  concerning  the  accused  memben» 
Mr.  Lupton.  Mr.  Matthews  Ernst  and  Mrs.  Lawrence,  was  considered  by  the  mlnto- 
ters  and  elders.  It  was  at  length  decided,  by  a  majority  of  votes,  to  acquiesce  in 
the  report. 
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In  reference  to  John  Van  Tine,  notwithstanding  his  denials,  his  walk  is  shown  to 
l>e  openly  disorderly.  Therefore  the  President  with  elder  Brevoort,  was  charged 
to  forbid  him  the  Lord's  Table,  until  he  show  amendment  of  life. 

The  heading  of  a  Petition,  prepared  by  Domine  Bltzema  at  the  request  of  the 
Conflistory,  was  presented  and  approved.  It  was  requested  that  two  copies  be  made, 
which  should  be  taken  around,  in  order  to  see  what  the  congregation  would  con- 
trltrate  toward  the  completion  of  the  tower  and  the  repairs  of  the  church. 

Lambertus  De  Ronde,  p.  t.  Pres. 

1771,  May  20.     Consistory  Held  After  Calling  on  God's 

Name. 

The  request  of  Harry  Tiebout,  as  bell-ringer  and  servant  of  the  North  Church 
was  refused.  It  was  determined  to  give  to  John  Kendrick,  for  assistance  in  the 
North  Church,  for  two  years  past,  three  pounds  and  ten  shillings;  and  henceforth, 
yearly,  five  pounds  for  morning  and  evening  assistance  in  the  New  Church,  and  the 
afternoon  service  In  the  North  Church.  Also  to  Mr.  Johannes  Vredenberg,  two 
pounds  for  conducting  the  service  as  chorister  in  the  Old  Church,  during  Mr. 
Welp'g  sickness.  Mr.  Louw's  request  for*  an  increase  of  salary,  as  chorister  in  the 
North  Church,  is  refused. 

Do.  De  Ronde  and  B.  Brevoort  reported,  that  they  had  laid  John  Van  Tine  under 
censure,  as  directed. 

Lambertus  De  Ronde,  p.  t  Prea. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

(Brouwer.) 

1771,  June  3rd.  §  6.  Eev.  Henry  Gerhart  Brouwer,  appointed 
by  the  Messrs.  Directors  of  the  East  India  Company,  and,  upon 
exhibition  of  his  laudable  dismission  from  the  Classis  of  Alk- 
maar,  called  according  to  Acta,  April  15,  1771,  was  installed  in  the 
Sacred  Office  at  a  Classis  Contracta,  held  May  2,  and  provided 
with  a  proper  Act  for  the  use  of  the  East  India  Churches,      xiv. 

254. 

(Kingston.) 

§  7.  A  letter  from  Kingston,  dated  October  10,  1770,  was  read 
to  the  Assembly,     xiv.  254. 

Church  of  Xew  York. 
1771,  June  9.     Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Domine  De  Ronde  and  Mr.  Stokbolm  reported  concerning  their  going  around  with 
a  subscription  list  for  the  Tower  and  repairs  of  the  Old  Church.  The  result  was 
found  not  to  exceed  one  hundred  pounds,  although  many  conditional  promises  were 
made.  The  Consistory  was,  therefore,  compelled  to  suspend  the  work  for  this  year, 
doing  only  What  was  indispensable. 

The  bond  for  fifteen  hundred  pounds  given  to  Mr.  John  Vander-Bpiegel  for  th« 
North  Church,  iras  called  in  by  his  heirs.  Three  separate  bonds,  therefore,  were 
given  to  the  separate  heirs,   with  an  increase  of  seven  hundred  pounds;  so  that 
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instead  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds,  twenty  two  hundred  pounds  hare  now  been 
taken  for  that  use. 

Mr.  Andrew  Brestede  is  appointed  to  repair  the  Old  Church,  under  the  InspectioD 
of  the  Elder,  Brestede,  and  the  Deacon,  William  Gilbert. 

Arch.  Laidlie,  p.  t  Pres. 

Church  of  New  York. 

New  York,  July  8th.  1771. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Resolved  to  appoint  a  committee  upon  the  (new)  grant  of  land,  called  "The 
Township  of  Leyden"— to  occupy  it  with  settlers;  to  make  a  beginning  with  10  or 
15  families  on  such  terms  as  can  be  had;  and  further  to  do  all  in  and  abont  the 
same  for  the  best  interest  of  the  Church.  Such  agreements  as  are  made  hj  the 
committee,  and  signed  by  the  President,  at  the  time,  shall  be  regarded  as  done  bj 
the  whole  Consistory. 

The  committee  consists  of  the  President  for  the  time  being,  and  Elders,  Theodore 
van  Wyck,  Jakobus  van  Zandt  and  Isaac  Roosevelt;  Deacons  William  Gilbert,  John 
Steg  and  Dirk  Brinckerhoff. 

This  committee  is  also  appointed  to  revise  the  accounts  for  the  building  of  the 
North  Church;  also  for  the  seats  paid  for  in  the  New  Church;  also  those  of  the 
Psalm  book;  and  finally  the  account  of  the  Treasurer,  Bancker,  for  the  bonds, 
interest,  etc.  Elizabeth  Cook  was  taken  as  a  poor  person,  to  be  supported  as  the 
others. 

Signed  etc., 

Arch.  Laidlie,  p.  t  President 

N.  B.     In  December,  Elder  Dirk  Brinckerhoff  was  added  to  the  committer 

[See  the  whole  subject  of  these  grants  elaborately  treated  in  Doc.  Hist  N.  T.» 
4 to.  ed.  VoL  It.  pp.  882-618.] 
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ADMmiSTKATION  OF  GOVERNOR  WILLIAM  TRYON, 

JULY  9, 1771-APRIL  7, 1774. 

CiiURcn  OF  New  Y'ork. 

New  York,  July  15th,  1771. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

An  address  was  prepared  for  the  new  Governor,  Tryon,  which  was  approved,  and 
runs  as  follows: 

To  His  Excellency  William  Tryon,  Esq.,  Captain  General  and  Governor-in-Chief 
In  and  over  the  Province  of  New  York,  and  the  Territories  thereon  depending  In 
America,  Chancellor  and  Vice  Admiral  of  the  same. 

The   hnmble   address   of   the   Ministers,    Elders  and   Deacons  of  the   Reformed 
Protestant  Dutch  Church  in  the  City  of  New  York. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency: 

We,  his  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Ministers,  Elders  and 
Deacons  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  of  the  City  of  New  York,  beg 
Ifeave  with  the  greatest  sincerity  to  congratulate  your  Excellency  upon  the  safe 
arrival  of  yourself  and  family  in  this  Province,  to  the  government  of  which  our 
most  gracious  Sovereign  has  been  pleased  to  appoint  you. 

The  members  of  the  Dutch  Church,  having  always  distinguished  themselves  as 
dutiful  and  loyal  subjects  to  his  Majesty  and  his  distinguished  predecessors  by  a 
steady  adherance  to  the  known  laws  of  the  land,  have  in  consequence,  from  time 
to  time,  been  favored  with  particular  marks  of  the  Royal  approbation,  and  pro- 
tected in  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  invaluable  religious  rights  and  privileges. 

We  therefore  assure  ourselves  from  your  Excellency's  known  character,  leal  for 
and  attachment  to  the  laws  and  constitution  of  Great  Britain,  that  the  Dutch 
Church,  the  most  ancient  in  the  Province,  will  always  be  favored  with  your  counte- 
nance and  support. 

We  earnestly  pray  that  God  may  abundantly  bless  your  Excellency  in  your  person 
and  family  and  government,  that  your  administration  may  meet  with  the  approba- 
tion of  our  most  gracious  Sovereign  and  secure  to  you  the  love  and  esteem  of  a 
happy  and  grateful  people. 

We  are  your  Excellency's  most  dutiful  and  obedient  servants,  etc. 
Consistory  Chamber, 

New  York,  July  15,  1771. 

(Governor  Tryon's  Reply.) 

To  the  Ministers,  Elders,  and  Deacons  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church 
of  the  City  of  New  York. 

Oentlemen:— 

It  is  with  much  satisfaction  I  received  your  congratulations,  on  my  arrival  with 
t^y  family,  in  this  Province,  to  the  Government  of  which  his  Majesty  has  been 
Graciously  pleased  to  appoint  me. 

The  particular  marks  of  Royal  favor  and  approbation  the  members  of  the  Dutch 
Ohorch  have  from  time  to  time  received  from  the  throne,  I  consider  as  so  many 
l:»onorable  testimonials  dne  to  their  loyal  and  dutiful  behavior  to  their  Sovereign 
^nd  to  their  steady  adherence  to  the  established  laws  of  the  land.  Such  laudable 
^nd  uniform  conduct  must  always  reflect  honor  to  your  society,  draw  down  pro- 
tection from  the  crown,  and  ensure  to  yourselves  the  full  enjoyment  of  your 
^^ellfflous  rights  and  liberties. 

Bfy  duty  and  attachment  to  my  Royal  Master  and  to  the  laws  and  constitution 
^>f  Great  Britain  will  ever  incite  in  me  a  desire  to  countenance  and  protect  the 
^iiembers  of  the  moat  ancient  Dutch  Church  in  this  Province. 

Accept.  Gentlemen,  my  grateful  thanks  for  the  warmth  with  which  you  express 
^our  sentiments  for  my  follrlty.  Believe  me,  I  shall  esteem  my  self  happy  If  my 
labors  to  promote  the  welfare  of  this  country  shall  meet  the  approbation  of  the 
^ing,  and  some  share  of  regard  from  a  happy  and  grateful  people. 

Wm,  Tryon. 
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ClAssis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Consistory  of  Kingston,  July 

21,  1771.     Vol.  31,  P.  374.     Ko.  221. 

Rev.  Sirs  and  Brethren : — 

Having  received  a  letter  through  Rev.  Isaac  Rysdyk,  V.  D.  M.,  of  Poughkeepsie 
and  Viskll,  In  the  name  of  yonr  Consistory,  and  signed  by  Its  several  memben, 
under  date  of  October  10,  1770,  we  perceived  therefrom  with  much  surprise  thtt 
the  call-authorisation,  sent  by  you  about  four  years  ago,  to  the  Deputati  ad  ret 
Bateraa,  had  not  been  answered  hitherto  by  them,  and  that  therefore  your  flooiiili- 
Ing  church  had  remained  without  a  pastor  all  that  while;  and  that  therefore  ili» 
you  now  feel  compelled  to  ask  of  us  the  return  of  that  **  authorization ",  so  tliat 
you  may  have  opportunity  to  arrange  for  the  filling  of  that  vacant  pastorate  Id 
some  other  way,  as  the  church  ought  not  longer  to  remain  without  a  minister. 

We  had  not  anticipated  such  a  request  from  you.  Worthy  Sirs  and  Brethico, 
because  the  Defmtati  ad  re*  ExteraSt  already,  on  January  9,  1770,  had  sent  to  Oo^ 
nelius  Clopper,  a  merchant  at  New  York,  and  your  authorized  correspondeot,  i 
reply  to  his  letter  of  May  12,  1769,  to  our  Classis,  in  which  they  enclosed  the  call 
with  the  request  to  hand  the  same  to  you.  The  Deputati  then  Informed  yon  tlilt 
it  was  Impossible  for  them  to  procure  a  suitable  minister  for  the  church  of  Klnif- 
ton,  because  the  number  of  candidates,  willing  to  cross  the  sea.  Is  very  small  tsd 
we  can  hardly  find  a  sufBclent  number  for  the  colonies  of  our  own  state,  and  mot 
often  wait  long  before  we  can  fill  such  vacant  places. 

Besides  this  the  Deputati  of  the  ClassIs  have  caused  you  to  be  Informed  thioogb 
Mr.  Clopper,  that  the  Rev.  Classis  could  not  comply  with  your  request  to  send  l^ 
a  written  dismission  of  Rev.  Meyer;  for  the  Classis  earnestly  wishes  and  has  lOBt 
little  hope  that  the  brethren  of  the  Goetus  and  Conferentie  will  soon  be  ptdfled 
and  will  unite  together.  We  therefore  fear  that  if  we  now  sent  a  dismlstioD  of 
Rev.  Meyer,  a  new  occasion  might  be  given  for  estrangement.  The  Rev.  GUmI* 
therefore  hopes,  that  when  a  union  of  all  the  brethren  should  take  place,  tlie 
united  Body  will  be  able  to  arrange  all  thingrs  In  the  church  of  Kingston  to  tlM 
mutual  satisfaction  and  general  edification  of  all  parties. 

Whether  the  letter  with  the  enclosed  call  did  not  safely  cross  the  sea,  or  whetiwr 
it  did  not  reach  Mr.  Clopper,  or  whether  it  remained  in  his  possession  until  after 
the  sending  of  your  last,  we  do  not  know.  Whatever  the  fact  may  be,  yon  now 
have,  as  far  as  our  Classis  is  concerned,  free  hands,  to  arrange  for  a  call,  or  to 
look  after  an  able  pastor.  We  heartily  hope  you  may  find  such  a  one  somewlM* 
and  may  Induce  him  to  accept  the  call. 

May  the  Great  Shepherd  of  the  sheep  provide  you  ere  long  with  an  active  and 
faithful  minister,  and  at  length  give  the  congregation  their  desire  and  expectation. 
to  their  joy.  Meantime,  we  wish  upon  you  and  your  ministrations  God's  moat 
precious  blessings. 

Yours  etc.,  etc. 

N.  Tetterode,   Dep.  Praeeea. 
J.  A.   Eck,   Dep.  Scrlba. 
Amsterdam,  In  Classis. 
July  21,  1771. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Two  Replies: — to  the  Consistorr  of  Kingston;  and  to  the  Coetu3 

of  Suriname. 

1771,  July  22nd.  Art.  9.  There  was  read  a  letter  to  the  Con- 
sistory of  Kingston,  in  reply  to  their  letter  of  October  10,  l?'"' 
also  a  letter  to  the  Coetus  of  Suriname,  in  reply  to  a  letter  of 
December  31,  1770. 


OP  THE  State  of  New  Yoek.  4205 

1771 

Both  theee  letters  wero  approved,  and  have  already  been  sent 
;v.  259. 
Bv.  John  Kitzema  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  July  24, 

1771.     Vol.  33,  Page  335.     :N'o.  448.     (His  Special  Plan 

OF  Union  fob  the  Parties.) 

(Abstract.) 

He  complains,  that  his  repeated  efforts,  for  the  well-being  of  the  Zlon  of  the 
etherlands  In  these  regions,  hare  had  for  their  result  that  all  the  evil  Is  coming 
)wn  upon  his  own  head;  as  can  be  most  clearly  seen  from  the  letter  of  the 
lassis  to  the  Consistory  of  New  York  and  to  the  Conferentie,  under  date  of  June 

1771. 

He  declares  that,  when  he  examines  his  heart  before  God,  it  acquits  him  of  all 
mt  he  is  charged  with ;  yea,  he  Ifas  no  need  of  defending  himself  In  New 
ork;  inasmuch  as  his  teaching  and  his  walk  before  the  public  in  the  city 
>r  nearly  27  years,  among  those  who  are  within  (the  church)  as  well  as  among 
lose  without,  afford  abundant  proof  to  the  contrary. 

He  writes  that  he  pities  those  Inconsiderate  drivers — **  I  mean  "  says  he  *'  the 
onsistory  of  New  York.  Some  of  them  are  already  convinced  of  their  foolish- 
B9m ;  others  come  to  me  and  say,  I  have  had  no  hand  In  it,  etc" 

He  declares  that  It  is  not  true  that  nine-tenths  of  the  churches  are  in  favor  of 
le  Plan  (of  Union)  of  the  Classis,  just  as  it  reads,  word  for  word;  he  also  says 
lat  he  offered  his  colleague,  de  Ronde  £100.  In  New  York  money,  if  he  could 
rove  that  assertion;  he  writes  that  be  proved  to  him  the  contrary,  from  a 
onversatlon  held  with  his  colleague,  Laldlle,  who  had  told  him  that  snbordina- 
ion  (to  the  Classis)  is  absurd,  and  that  the  Classis  and  Synod  ought  to  have  done 
>ng  ago,  and  ought  yet  to  do,  what  the  Scotch  Church  did  with  the  Presbyterians 

I  that  country,  in  giving  them  power  to  organize  Presbyterians  and  Synods. 
He  feels  especially  grieved  about  his  being  thought  to  stand  In  close  relatlon- 

blp  with  the  Episcopalians;  and  declares  that,  as  he  subordinated  himself  in  all 
hnrch  matters  to  the  Classis,  having  signed  such  subordination,  he  will  stand 
nd  abide  by  that  to  the  end;  that  he  knows  of  no  relationship  with  the  Eplsco- 
allans,  and  that  he  had  no  intimate  fellowship  with  any  of  their  ministers,  but 
nly  such  as  civility  and  forbearance — which  should  be  known  to  all  men — ^requires 

II  public  iDtercourse. 

He  admits  that  he  Is  one  of  the  Directors  of  Kings  College  In  the  City  of  New 
'ork;  but  denies  that,  on  that  account,  he  should  stand  In  close  relationship  to 
lie  Eplscopallaos,  who  once  every  month  or  two  visit  the  school,  (Kings  College) 
>  see  what  progress  the  youth  are  making,  to  hear  their  orations,  etc  He  writes 
lat  he  is  ordinarily  present  at  the  annual  graduation  dinner,  and  has  occasion 
len  to  speak  with  the  President,  professors  and  directors.  He  adds  that  there 
:  in  that  college  no  Professor  of  Theology;  that  nothing  but  Latin,  Greek  and  the 
Iberal  Arts  are  taught  there,  that  there  is  no  religious  observance  there,  except 
lat  every  morning  and  evening  a  chapter  from  the  Bible  Is  read  by  one  of  the 
udents,  and  a  prayer  Is  read  from  the  Prayer-book  of  the  English  church  by  the 
resident. 

He  admits  that  he  took  the  Civil  Oath  which  was  required  of  him,  before  he 
)ald  take  part  In  the  government  of  the  College;  and  writes  that.  If  that  causes 
le  to  be  suspected  of  being  brought  Into  a  close  relationship  with  the  Episcopal- 
ns,  the  writer  of  the  letter  of  the  Consistory  Is  in  the  same  case  with  himself, 
^cause  a  while  before  he  took  the  same  oath. 

Further,  he  declares  that  he  is  not  aware  of  his  having  presented  anything 
STenslve  in  his  letter  of  March,  1760;  but  that  he  does  know  that,  if  his  seal  led 
im  to  write  in  stronger  terms  than  became  him,  such  a  manner  sprang  from  a 
earty  desire  for  the  welfare  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  those  regions;  and  that, 
I  bis  judgment,  that  ought  not  to  arouse  suspicion  in  those  who  have  received  io 
lany   evidences  to  the  contrary. 
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In  order  to  give,  as  he  writes,  a  fresh  proof  of  the  opposite  to  that  of  which  he 
Is  accused,  he  submits  a  Plan,  drawn  up  by  himself  a  few  days  after  the  Coetns 
Brethren  had  left  New  York;  from  which.  In  his  Judgment,  it  will  at  snj  rate 
become  clear  to  us,  that  he  Is  in  favor  of  Union  with  the  Brethren,  If  not  in  Jnst 
the  way  Indicated  In  the  Plan  (of  Union  of  the  Classls).  This  Plan  contains 
the  following: 

I.  That  the  Assemblies  of  the  Coetus  and  Conferentle  ought  to  be  abolished;  and 
that,  to  that  end,  it  is  necessary  that  whatever,  from  the  day  of  the  signing,  has 
been  written  by  those  Assemblies  to  the  Very  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  and  to 
the  Synod,  be  burnt. 

II.  That  a  new  Assembly  be  organized  of  legally  called  ministers  from  the 
Provinces  of  New  York  and  Jersey,  to  be  called  the  Netherland  Church  in  North 
America,  and  to  stand  subordinated  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  and  the  Synod 
of  North  Holland. 

1.  That  all  Dutch  and  German  Churches,  in  both  Provinces,  shall  be  called  ff 
invited  to  send  to  that  Assembly,  each  its  minister  or  ministers,  with  an  elder; 
and  that,  from  time  to  time,  other  churches  which  are  now,  either  without  mlnlf- 
ters,  or  will  have  to  make  application  for  obtaining  them,  may  johi  them- 
selves to  that  Assembly;  it  being  definitely  understood  that  those  churches  which 
seek  their  ministers  in  any  other  way,  with  their  ministers,  shall  be  coiisfdered 
as  not  belonging  to  their  Church. 

2.  That  those  ministers,  with  their  churches,  shall  sign  the  Formulae  of  Unity 
contained  in  the  Act  of  the  National  Synod  held  in  1618  and  1619;  and  sub- 
ordinate themselves  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  and  the  Synod  of  North  HoUand; 
not  only  to  maintain  a  simple  correspondence,  or  exchange  of  letters,  for  getting 
advice  on  doubtful  matters;  but  also,  in  matters  of  dispute  which  cannot  be  settled 
in  love  and  to  mutual  satisfaction  there,  to  submit  themselves  to  the  decision  of 
the  Classis,  or,  as  a  last  resort,  to  the  Synod,  under  penalty  of  deposition  (deporta- 
tion) for  the  minister,  and  of  exclusion  from  fellowship,  for  the  Church. 

3.  That,  to  supply  the  need  of  the  (Thurch  with  capable  ministers,  and  to  rellere 
the  heavy  expense,  etc.,  of  sending  students  over  to  Holland,  or  Inviting  miniittft 
from  Holland,  it  is  necessary  now,  first  of  all,  to  invite  and  call  from  Holland  a 
thoroughly  experienced  man  to  be  Professor  of  Theology,  who  shall  reside  In  New 
York,  give  lectures  at  his  house — as  no  public  building.  Academy  or  College  la  to 
be  erected  for  the  purpose — have  no  connection  whatever  with  the  Episcopalliw 
or  Presbyterians,  and  admit  no  one  to  his  lectures  who  has  not  first  recflTPd  hl» 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  at  one  of  the  Academies  In  America.  After  a  two- 
years  course  of  Instruction,  he  shall,  when  Judged  fit  by  the  Professor,  be  flrrt 
admitted  for  examination  before  the  Assembly,  and,  upon  its  satisfactory  con- 
clusion, be  presented  to  the  Classis  with  the  request  that  it  recognize  him  a«  • 
candidate;  and,  when  he  shall  be  called  (to  some  church)  as  a  minister. 

4.  That    the    Assembly     shall    be    divided    into    two    bodies    according   to  the 
Provinces,  not  so  much  because  of  the  large  number  of  ministers,  as  on  acconD^ 
of  the  distance  between  localities;  and  that  those  shall  meet  once  a  year  In  ff^^^ 
a  way  that  two  ministers  and  two  elders  from  New  York  shall  attend  the  ann^**^ 
meeting  in  the  Jerseys,  and  an  equal  number  from  the  Jerseys,  that  of  New  Yo^^ 
to  communicate  to   one  another  the  transactions  of  their  respective  Assembl*-**" 
Indeed,   those  persons   will   have  to  l>e  changed   from   year   to   year,   and  hav^" 
seat  and  a  vote  in  the  Province  whitherto  they  are  sent. 

5.  That  the  Classis  and  Synod  shall  be  consulted  as  to  whether  it  is  best  to  mJ 
those  who  have  been  ordained  by  the  Coetus,  ministers;  those  namely,  wh 
ordination  has  not  been  recognized  by  the  Clas^sis:  or  whether  they  shall,  U| 
such  presentations  as  are  at  hand,  be  ordained  over  again. 

After  a  fuller  statement  of  this  IMan,   he  declares  that  he  still  so  underst 
the  matter:  not  because  he  wants  something  different  to  the  Plan  projected  by  ' 
Classis,  but  because  he  considers  It  most  salutary  for  their  Church,  and.  unl 
he  deceives  himself,  most  agreeable  to  all   those  who  want  to  promote  real 
among  them. 

Then  he  writes:   "  If  I  am  right  In  concluding  that  my  character  is  viewed 
the  same  light  by  the  Christian  Synod  as  that   In  which  It  Is  brought  out  in  ' 
letters   of   the   Classis.    I    think,    that,    to   do   me   justice,    this   letter  ought  to 
communicated  to  the  Christian  Synod  also." 

Whereupon  he  closes  his  letter  with  a  prayer  for  the  Lord's  choicest  bieji 
upon  our  persons  and  mighty  ministries. 
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Action  of  the  Synod  of  Xortii  Holland,  July  30-Aug.  8, 

1771.  Pp.  49-51.  Vol.  65. 

Asticlb  44. — C.  Xew  York  and  New  Jersey. 

Neither  their  Hon.  Mightinesses,  nor  the  corresponding  delegates,  nor  the  Depntles 
had  any  remarlcs  to  make  on  this  point. 

All  the  Classes  leave  this  business  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  and  will  be 
clad  to  be  informed  that  the  said  Classis  has  provided  good  things  for  those 
churches;  and  their  request  is  that  it  continue  to  do  so.  Only  Haarlem  thought  It 
rl^ht  that,  when  essential  things  came  up,  all  the  other  Classes  should  be  recognized. 

Either  this  business  might,  like  the  business  of  India  and  Pennsylvania,  be  dealt 
with  in  Synod  by  a  committee,  to  which  they  are  first  presented,  and  by  which  a 
report  is  made  on  them  to  the  Synod;  or,  in  case  the  matter  cannot  bear  to  be 
delayed,  the  advice  of  the  Classes  might  be  gained,  not  indeed  on  all,  but  on  the 
eisential  things. 

Thereupon  Amsterdam  communicated  to  the  Assembly  the  following  report,  with 
the  request  that  it  be  inserted  word  for  word  in  the  Act  of  Synod.     It  runs  thus : 

The  Christian  Synod  resolved  last  year  to  request  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to 
keep  the  church  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey  under  its  supervision,  and  in  all 
matters  that  come  up,  to  act  according  to  circumstances,  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  respective  Classes.  These  shall  then  communicate  their  opinions,  as  soon  as 
possible  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  and  the  Commissioners  of  Amsterdam  shall 
report  them  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  Classis  following.  Accordingly,  the  Classis 
did,  after  having  by  letter  received  from  the  respective  Classes  their  approval  of  the 
Synod's  Action,  again  open  correspondence  with  the  churches  of  New  York  and  New 
Jersey.  They  write  three  letters ;  one  to  the  Coetus,  one  to  the  Conferentie  Assem- 
bly and  one  to  the  Consistory  of  New  York,  of  the  following  purport,  in  the  main : 

1.  That  the  Classis  had  resolved  to  release  itself  from  the  troublesome  work  of 
looking  after  the  churches  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  and  to  leave  the  whole 
matter  to  the  ordering  of  the  Corresponding  Synods.  It  is  conscious  that,  in  all  its 
transactions  concerning  the  said  churches  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  it  has  had 
Xio  other  end  in  view  than  their  good,  their  real  welfare,  and  that,  without  preju- 
<llce  and  self-interest,  it  bad  done  all  it  could  for  the  restoration  of  peace  and  good 
order  among  them ;  nevertheless,  at  the  request  of  the  Christian  Synod  it  had 
veconsideifed  this  action. 

2.  That  we  cannot  consent  to  the  changing  of  the  (proposed)  names  of  "  Coetus  " 
«nd  **  Conventus  '*  to  those  of  **  Classis  '*  and  **  Synod  ",  for  reasons  given  by  the 
Synod  of  North  Holland  In  1763. 

3.  That  the  combination  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coetus  with  that  of  New  York 
^0€B  not  come  within  our  province,  but  depends  on  the  Synod  of  North  Holland 
not  only,  but  also  on  that  of  South  Holland ;  and  that  it  would  encounter  more 
^flSculties  and  have  a  longer  train  of  consequences  than  they  had  any  Idea  of. 

4.  That  we  ask  them  to  give  up  their  "  Plan  "  for  establishing  an  Academy  of  their 
own ;  at  any  rate,  to  make  no  use,  at  present,  of  the  Charter  (of  1766?)  which  they 
obtained  therefor ;  adding  that  It  would  seem  to  us  to  be  best  to  call  a  Professor  of 
Theology  (or  even  two),  on  a  sufficient  salary — as  suggested  in  the  first  Plan.  And 
the  said  Professor,  without  standing  In  any  relation  to  any  Academy,  might  in  his 
own  dwelling  give  lessons  In  theology,  etc.,  to  such  students  only  as,  by  testimo- 
nials, can  show  that  for  two  or  three  years,  either  at  one  of  the  Academies,  or  at  a 
High  School  or  Gymnasium  provided  with  capable  Instructors,  they  have  diligently 
fitted  themselves :  and  that  It  would  be  well  also  if  such  a  Professor  preached  once 
a  month  or  every  two  weeks,  both  for  the  enlightenment  of  the  ministers  in  the 
place  of  his  residence  and  for  giving  the  students  an  example  In  good  homiletics. 

5.  And,  finally,  that,  If  It  be  their  wish  and  prayer,  with  and  for  the  church, 
even  as  they  wrote  us,  that  the  God  of  peace  might  so  bless  our  efforts  for  the 
healing  of  the  sad  breaches  among  them  that  they  may  reap  therefrom  the  fruit 
of  a  well-founded  and  abiding  peace — they  should,  upon  our  notification,  as  soon  as 
possible,  resolve  to  unite  with  one  another  in  love,  and  as  one  Body  to  promote  the 
upbuilding  of  God's  Zion  and  the  edification  of  the  Church. 
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Up  to  this  time  the  Classis  has  recelyed  no  answer  to  these  letters  whldi  mm 
sent  already  in  January,  but  which,  according  to  private  information,  had  not  pi 
heeu  received. 

Concerning  the  letter  from  the  Presbyterian  Synod  of  New  York  and  PhUadelpUit 

received  last  year,  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Edam  reported  that  Rev.  Martinet,  scribe  of 
the  preceding  Synod,  had  informed  the  Classls  that  his  Rev.  had  answered  it  Tbft 
rest  of  the  Classes  are  satisfied  with  the  reply  sent,  with  the  exception  of  the  CliMli 
of  Alkmaar,  which  cannot  agree  to  enter  into  currespoudence  with  the  said  Pralij* 
terian  Synod  before  knowing  what  matters  such  a  correspondence  is  to  cover. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Synodalia,  1771. 

Orange  Nassau.     Art.  6. 

It  is  the  cordial  wish  and  fervent  prayer  of  the  Classis,  that  the 
Eternal  God  will  take  under  the  wings  of  His  protection,  and  will 
command  blessing  and  life,  upon  His  Illustrious  Highness, 
Netherland's  precious  Hereditary  Stadtholder;  her  Eoyal  High- 
ness his  spouse,  the  young  Princess  and  the  whole  Princely  House. 
May  the  Spirit,  who  is  a  Spirit  of  Wisdom  and  Power,  sustain  the 
heart  of  the  Prince.  May  God  be  to  him  and  his  house  a  dwelling- 
place,  from  everlasting  to  everlasting,  and  make  it  also  a  blessing 
in  the  land.     xiv.  260. 

S^-no(]alia  ITTI. 

9' 

Xew  York  and  Xew  Jersey.     Art.  43. 
Insuratur  the  report  of  our  Committee  ad  res  Exteras.    xiv. 


267. 


Church  of  Xkw  York. 

New  York.  Sept  4th.  1771- 


The  committee  for  settling  the  Township  of  Leyden  reported  a  certain  plan,  - 
taining  some  conditions,  upon  which  fifteen  families  with  a  Minister  and  SclK^^ 
Master  might  be  placed  there.     This  being  read,  It  was  wholly  approyed  by 
Consistory :  and  it  was  further  Resolved,  to  send  the  plan  with  an  accompanyi^^ 
letter  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Clark,  to  whom  the  care  of  the  families  Is  entmated. 
originals  are  In  the  possession  of  the  committee. 

The  Consistory  took  in  consideration  the  contents  of  a  letter  from  the  Rev. 
of  Amsterdam  dated  Jan.  8th,  1771,  in  reply  to  two  letters  of  this  body,  dated  Marcv^ 
31st  and  May  11th.  1760.  In  this  the  Classls  approves  the  efforts  of  the  Conslstor^ 
to  unite  together  the  Dutch  Reformed  congregations  in  these  lands,  and  requests  tb^  - 
consistory  to  persevere  In  the  same  zeal  for  the  attainment  of  this  end.  It  ali^ 
desires  that  a  friendly  meeting  of  all  the  brethren  may  be  held. 

Whereupon,  after  considering  all  the  circumstances  and  the  contents  of  said  letter^ 
the  Consistory  Resolved,  That  letters  should  be  written  to  all  the  Dutch  BUnlsten^ 
inviting  them,  with  one  Elder,  from  each  congregation,  to  meet  In  this  city  on  th^ 
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third  Taesday  of  Oetober  next.  In  order  then,  If  it  please  the  Lord,  to  establtah  a 
flrm  and  enduring  Chnrch-state.  (Ecclesiastical  Body?)  The  following  form  of  a 
letter  was  prepared,  and  the  President  requested  to  sign  and  send  the  same  In  the 
name  of  the  consistory : 

Invitation  to  a  General.  Convention. 

BeTerend,  etc.,  etc. 

The  mournful  circumstances  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Churches  in  this  land  are  too 

well  known  to  all,  to  render  it  neciessary  to  relate  the  same  to  you  who  are  so  well 

acquainted  with  the  discords  existing,  and  are  so  ready  to  heal  the  breach  of  Joseph. 

We  hope  that  the  long  delayed  desire  which  has  made  to  many  hearts  sick,  is  now 

at  last  come  to  pass.    May  it  be  as  the  Tree  of  Life!    We  know  that  letters  hare 

eome  from  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  brethren  of  the  Conferentle,  and 

Also  to  those  of  the  Coetus;  and  they  haye  likewise  written  to  us,  approving  our 

efforts  to  join  the  hands  of  the  brethren,  and  if  possible,  promote  the  happiness  and 

prosperity   of  the   church.     We   are  greatly   Inclined   to   this,   and   think   that  a 

General  Meeting  should  be  held  this  Autumn.     We  leave  it  to  your  better  judgment, 

and  desire  not  to  dictate;  but  since  it  necessarily  comes  before  us,  and  we  are 

conscious  that  your  inclination  is  for  Union,  we  offer  our  services  to  help  in  any  way 

for  the  attainment  of  that  great  end.     Since  this  city  is  the  most  suitable  place  for 

meeting,  and  the  middle  of  October  the  best  time  in  view  of  the  season  of  the  year, 

we  fraternally  request  you,  each  with  an  Elder,  to  come  to  New  York,  on  the  third 

Toeeday  of  October  next,  being  the  15th  of  the  month,  in  order  then,  if  it  please  the 

Lord,  to  establish  a  firm  and  enduring  Church  Constitution.     With  invocation  of  all 

health  and  blessing  upon  your  persons,  and  the  congregations  committed  to  you,  we 

have  the  honor  to  remain. 

Reverend  and  Honored  Brethren, 

Your  affectionate  Servants  and  Brethren  in  the  Lord. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  H.  Livingston,  p.  t.  President. 
New  York,  in  our 

Consistory  Meeting,  Sept  4.  1771. 

Church  of  New  York. 

New  York,  Oct  8th,  1771. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Some  letters  were  presented  from  ministers  and  consistories  in  reply  to  our 
drcular-note  of  Sept  4th.  These  were  read  by  the  President  with  satisfaction.  He 
was,  nevertheless,  requested  to  write  In  friendly  terms  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Boelen, 
Tequesting  him  to  come  notwithstanding  the  difficulties  he  alleges. 

Simon  Johnson,  Theodore  Van  Wyck,  Jakobus  Van  Zandt  and  Isaac  Roosevelt 
were  appointed  to  attend,  with  the  ministers,  the  Meeting  to  be  held  October  15th. 

The  President  at  the  request  of  some  of  the  members,  gave  an  explanation  of  the 
Form  of  Government  established  in  the  Church  Order,  (or  Constitution)  by  the 
High  Synod  of  Dort,  held  1618.  1619.  This  was  recommended  to  the  aforesaid 
Ministers  and  Elders  as  their  general  Instruction;  with  the  addition,  that  In  the 
■aid  Assembly  a  wiping  out  of  past  troubles,  and  a  flrm  Union  of  all  the  Ministers 
and  Congregations  shall  be  urged ;  in  order  that  thus  a  Form  of  Ecclesiastical 
Ctovemment  might  be  attained  here,  agreeing,  so  far  as  possible,  with  the  Form  of 
the  Church  of  Holland. 

Thus  far.  the  Ministers  and  aforesaid  Elders  were  authorized  to  meet  with  the 
other  Ministers  and  Elders  of  the  Dutch  Church  In  this  land,  at  the  appointed  time 
and  place,  and  In  the  name  of  the  Consistory  of  New  York,  to  take  counsel  with 
them  and  to  determine  all  things  agreeably  to  the  foregoing  instructions.  But  the 
consistory  required  that  their  delegates  should  subscribe  no  final  Articles,  until  the 
same  had  been  previously  presented  to  the  Consistory,  and  their  approval  obtained. 
In  such  Articles,  however,  as  are  only  conditional  and  tend  to  the  furthering  of  the 
proposed  Union  and  the  welfare  of  the  Church,  they  are  empowered  to  act  pro  re 
nata. 
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The  President  Is  directed  by  Consistory  cordially  to  recelye  the  respectlTe  Mloli- 
ters  and  Elders  who  shall  appear  here  at  the  appointed  time  at  the  request  of  the 
Consistory,  and  sincerely  to  thank  them  on  behalf  of  the  Consistory,  for  tiidr 
politeness  and  Christian  friendship  in  coming,  and  to  wish  them  all  happineoi  and 
success  in  this  good  cause. 

But  that  the  thankful  recognition  of  the  Consistory  of  New  York  may  be  more 

manifest,  and  that  everything  in  the  progress  of  this  weighty  matter  may  go  (m 

with  greater  order  and  authority,  the  Consistory  Resolved,  That  one  of  their  mis* 

isters  should  preach  a  sermon,  and  publicly  express  a  cordial  welcome,  witli  ift 

earnest  wish  for  a  blessing.     For  this  domine  de  Ronde  was  appointed,  and  be 

accordingly  took  upon  himself  the  duty. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  H.  Livingston,  p.  t.  Presidflnt 

Church  of  New  York. 
Deacons'  Money. 

1771,  Oct  0.     Consistory  held,  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

A  difficulty  having  arisen  with  the  Deacons  in  relation  to  the  moneys  colleettd  in 
the  North  Church,  inquiry  was  made  into  the  previous  action  of  the  Consistory.  It 
was  found  by  a  Resolution  of  March,  1768,  and  also  of  Oct.  1768,  that  the  coUe^ 
tions  in  the  North  Church  were  all  to  go  for  the  payments  of  its  debts,  and  not  Into 
the  hands  of  the  Deacons  for  the  support  of  the  poor.  It  was  therefore  BetoM 
to  request  the  Deacons  to  keep  these  resolutions  in  mind ;  and  whatever  had  bees 
done  inconsistent  with  them  should  be  adjusted  in  the  day  of  general  settling. 

To  prevent  all  such  difficulties  hereafter,  Resolvedf  That  a  committee  be  appointed 

of  two  elders  and  two  deacons,  with  the  President  for  the  time  being,  who  shall  look 

over  the  previous  resolutions  of  the  elders  and  deacons,  and  make  an  abstract  d 

them,  that  both  the  elders  and  deacons  may  always  Imow  just  what  is  required  d 

them.     Elders  Theodore  Van  Wyck  and  Jakobus  Van  Zandt  and  Deacons  Jno.  8tec 

and  Baltus  Van  Kleek  were  appointed  such  committee. 

J.  H.  Livingston,  p.  t  Prci. 

GEXEIi^VL  CONVENTIOX  OF  THE  REFORMED  ChURCHES. 

Articles  of  Uxion. 

Acts  of  the  Reverend  Assembly  of  Ministers  and  Elders  of  the  Befonned 
Low  Dutch  Churches  in  the  Provincos  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey.  conTened 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  on  the  15,  16,  17,  and  ISth  day  of  October,  1771.  at  the 
friendly  request  of  the  Rev.  Consistory  of  New  York,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
Pence  and  unity  to  said  Churches.  Vol.  33,  pp.  349,  etc  No.  452.  Referred  to. 
Vol.  25,  p.  155.  Also  In  Mints.  Synod  of  North  Holland,  July,  1772;  Art.  44.  (8e« 
Oct.  6-8.  1784). 

Session  I. 

Article  1st, — Arrived  aiid  Introdu<:ti(yti  of  the  Members  of  t''^'^ 

Reverend  Assembly. 

The  Rev.  Brethren  having  arrived,  and  being  convened,  were  solemnly  ^^^^^^'^^Lgt 
by  the  Rev.  John  H.  Livingston,  S.  S.  T.  D.,  and  minister  in  New  York.      ^^ 


which  the  Rev.  Lambertus  De  Ronde,  being  especially  appointed  for  that  P"^"^^^ 
by  the  Rev.  Consistory  of  New  York,  and  In.  their  name  solemnly  thanked  -^_ 
assembly  In  the  presence  of  a  great  number  of  hearers,  in  an  excellent  and  ^^^^f, 
ing  sermon,  from  Epheslans  VI.  chap.  23rd  verse,  delivered  In  the  old  Dutch  cl* '^'^ 


for  their  willingness   to  assemble  for  the   nbove  end,   accompanied   with  eai 
exhortations  to  peace  and  unity,  as  also  with  suitable  and  humble  supplies *^ 
for  the  attainment  and  establishment  of  the   long  wished  for  unity  of  the    *^ 
Dutch  Churches  In  this  country. 
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Article  II. — Names  of  the  Members  present. 

oames  being  promlscnoasly  taken,  the  following  persons  were  found  to  be 
,  vl«. 

bkeepsle  and  FIshklll,  Rev.  Isaac  Rysdyk,  Mr.  Richard  Snedlker,  Elder. 

s  County,  Rev.  Johanes  Caspanis  Rabell,  Mr.  B.  Lott,  Elder. 

sh  Neighborhood,  Rev.  G.  Lydecker,  Mr.  Michael  Moore,  Elder. 

B  Ck)unty,  Rev.  Ulpianus  Van  Slnderen,  Mr.  J.  Rapelyea,  Elder. 

iwick.  Rev.  Johannes  Leydt,  Mr.  H.  Vlscher,  Elder. 

ensack  and  Schralenburg,  Rev.  Warmoldus  Kuypers,  Mr.  Garret  Demareit, 

:1II  and  Goxsackie,  Rev.  Johannes  Schureman. 

m  and  Staten  Island,  Rev.  William  Jackson,  Mr.  Abraham  Sickles,  Elder. 

)ton.  Rev.  Harmanus  Meyer. 

letown  and  Rochester,  Rev.  Derick  Romeyn,  Mr.  Levi  Paulding,  Elder. 

tone  and   Shannlck,   Rev.  Johannes   M.   Van   Harllngen,   Mr.   Jacobus  Van 

n.  Elder. 

>send  and  Harlem,  Rev.  Martlnus  Schoonmaker,  Mr.  Johannes  Sickles,  Elder. 

ensack    and    Schralenburg,    Rev.    Johannes    H.    Goetchins,    Messrs.    Peter 

ie  and  Daniel  Hormlng,  Elders. 

nus,  Rev.  Benjamin  Van  der  Llnde,  Mr.  Stephen  Zabrlskle,  Elder. 

laritan.  Rev.  Jacob  R.  Hardenburg,  Mr.  Cornelius  Van  der  Meulen,  Elder. 

an,  Rev.  Samuel  Verbryk,  Mr.  Roclef  Van  Houton,  Elder. 

ly.  Rev.  Ellardus  Westerlo,  Mr.  H.  Gansevoort,  Elder. 

York,  Rev.  Lambertus  de  Ronde,  Rev.  Archibald  Laldlle,  D.D.,  Rev.  John 

ngston,  D.  D.,  Messrs.  Jacobus  Van  Zandt,  Isaac  Rosevelt,  Evert  Byvank, 

us  Zebring.  Elders. 

ikenonk,  Rev.  David  Marlnus,  Mr.  Gerbrand  Jurlan,  Elder. 

lold  and  Mlddletown,  Rev.  Benjamin  Dubois,  Mr.  Aart  Slpken,  Elder. 

Jton,  Mr.  Jacobus  Eltlnge,  Adrian  Wynkoop,  Elders. 

jm,  Mr.  Adolph  Meyer,  Elder. 

Article  III. — Absent  Ministers  and  Elders. 

respect  to  absent  Ministers  and  Elders  who  were  invited,  we 'have  reason 
}ve  that  the  greater  part  have  been  hindered  from  attending  by  family 
nlences. 

Article  IV. — Moderators, 

moderators  were  then  chosen,  viz: 

Rev.  John  U.  Livingston,  minister  in  New  York,  as  present  Praeses  of  the 
ting  consistory  of  New  York,  and  with  the  knowledge  and  approbation  of 
'.  colleagues,  was  chosen  president. 
Rev.  Isaac  Rysdyk,  and  the  Rev.  Ellardus  Westerlo,  scribat. 

Article  V. — Reading  of  the  Classical  Letter, 

•  a  suitable  and  earnest  prayer  of  the  Rev.  Praeses,  so  much  of  the  letter  of 
'.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  dated  the  3rd  of  October,  1768,  as  referred  to  the 
isembly,  was  read  by  the  scriba. 

Article  VI. — Appointment  of  a  Committee. 

which  the  Rev.  Assembly  to  avoid  confusion,  deemed  it  expedient,  that  a 
tee  of  six  ministers  should  be  appointed,  with  their  elders  out  of  this  body— 
irty  to  choose  their  own  members,  via.,  two  ministers  and  elders  of  the 
>etus;  two  ministers  and  elders  of  the  Rev.  Conferentle;  and  two  minister! 


irri 
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and  leaders  of  the  Neutral  Brethren;  which  committee  shonld  draw  op,  from  th» 
letters  of  the  Rev.  Classis,  a  formula  of  onion,  that  might  oezre  am  a  floimdatloo 
for  the  further  deliberations  of  this  Rey.  Assembly. 


Session  IL 
Article  VII. — Members  of  the  Committee. 

The  following  members  were  reported  to  the  Rev.  Assembly  as  appointed  oo  tta* 
committee: 

By  the  Rev.  Oonferentie,  Rev.  Mr.  De  Ronde,  Rev.  Mr.  Rysdyk,  Mesars.  Jacobus 
Van  Zandt,  Richard  Snediker,  Elders. 

By  the  Rev.  Goetus,  Rev.  Mr.  Hardenburg,  Rev.  Mr.  Vert>ryk,  Measrs.  Vlaeher, 
Peter  Zabriskle.  Eiders. 

By  the  Neutral  Brethren,  Rev.  J.  H.  Llyingston,  D.D.,  Rot.  Ellardus  Weateila, 
Messrs  Rosevelt  and  Oanesvoort,  Elders. 


Article  VIII. — Fommla  of  Union. 

The  committee  Informed  the  assembly  that  they  had  prepared  a  Plan  of  Unioo 
for  the  dissenting  brethren,  and  had  unanimously  approved  and  subacrfbed  tht 
same,  which  they  had  the  honour  of  submitting  to  the  decision  <^  this  assembtf. 
This  plan  was  read  and  afterwards  examined  and  determined  on,  article  by  artiek. 
It  reads  word  for  word,  as  follows: 


Preliminaries. 

Whereas  certain  misconceptions  concerning  the  bond  of  union  between  tbe 
churches  In  this  country  and  those  In  Holland,  have  been  the  unhappy  caosei  (tf 
the  past  troubles:  In  order,  therefore,  to  prevent  these  In  future,  and  in  cooi^ 
quence  of  the  advice  and  direction  of  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  In  their  Itft 
letter  to  us,' we  unite  ourselves  in  one  body,  and  we  agree  with  each  other  to  rege- 
late our  church  government,  and  union  with  the  mother  church  In  Holland,  in  tbe 
following  manner: 

Article  I. — Adherence  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Church, 

We  adhere,  in  all  things,  to  the  constitution  of  the  Netherland  Reformed  Chow'^' 
as  the  same  was  established  in  the  church  orders  of  the  Synod  of  Dordrecht  ^ 
the  years  1618  and  1619.     [See  Church  Order,  In  next  document.] 


Article  II. — Consistories, 

The  consistories  shall  always  bo  appointed,  and  their  business  conducted  agree- 
ably to  the  constitution  of  the  Netherland  churches. 


Article  III. — Organization  of  the  sxipeAor  Church  Judicatories, 

In  addition  to  the  above,  we  organize  or  establish  according  to  the  counsel  and 
advice  of  the  Rev.  Clnssis  of  Amsterdam,  approved  In  the  Synod  of  North  Holland, 
such  ecclesiastical  assemblies  as  are  consistent  with  the  government  of  the 
Netherland  Church,  and  our  relation  to  the  same;  which  Judicatories  shall  be  dis- 
tinguished by  such  names  as  shall  hereafter  be  determined. 
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Article  IV. — Number  of  these  in  general. 

These  judicatories  shall  be  two  in  number,  which  we  provisionally  call  the  par- 
ticnlar  and  general  assembly,  till  their  names  shall  be  more  particularly  aflrreed 
opon. 

Article  V. — Matters  to  be  discussed  in  the  Particular  Assemblies. 

In  the  particular  assemblies  all  matters  regarding  the  interests  of  subordinate 
congregations,  and  which  cannot  be  determined  by  the  consistories,  shall  in  the 
first  Instance,  be  regularly  brought  forward,  and  acted  upon,  (even  to  suspension 
of  ministers  for  Improper  conduct.)  before  they  can  be  brought  up  to  a  higher 
tribunal. 

Article  VI. — Members  of  these  Assemblies, 

At  these  assemblies  each  minister,  with  his  elder,  belonging  to  the  same,  and 
furnished  with  suitable  ecclesiastical  credentials,  shall  attend  at  the  appointed 
time  and  place. 

With  respect  to  absentees  special  regulations  may  be  made  afterwards. 

Article  VII. — Number  of  these  Assemblies, 

These  assemblies  shall  be  five  in  number.  This  numbei^  may,  nevertheless,  here- 
after be  increased  by  the  general  assembly — the  place  of  meeting  changed  as  eircom- 
stances  shall  require. 

Article  VIII. — Three  in  the  Province  of  New  York,  a/nd  two  in 

New  Jersey. 

Three  of  these  Assemblies  shall  be  held  in  the  province  of  New  York,  and  two 
In  the  province  of  New  Jersey. 

Article  IX. — One  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

In  the  province  of  New  York,  one  shall  be  held  in  the  city  of  New  York:  to 
which  shall  belong  all  the  Low  Dutch  Reformed  Churches,  whatever  their  language 
may  be,  on  Long  Island,  in  the  city,  and  county  of  New  York,  and  in  the  county  of 
Westchester.  Whether  the  churches  in  the  county  of  Richmond  shall  belong  to 
this  assembly  is  not  yet  determined. 

Article  ^,—One  in  Kingston, 

Another  shall  be  held  In  Kingston,  to  which  shall  belong  the  churches  of  Dutchesa 
and  Ulster  counties,  and  the  congregations  of  the  Gamp. 

Article  XI. — One  in  Albany, 

A  third  shall  be  held  alternately  in  Albany,  and  Schenectady,  to  which  shall 
belong  the  churches  in  the  counties  of  Albany,  Gloucester  and  Cumberland. 

Article  XII. — One  in  Bi^nswick, 

In  the  province  of  New  Jersey,  one  shall  be  held  at  New  Brunswick  to  which 
shall  belong  the  churches  In  the  counties  of  Richmond,  Monmouth,  Middlesex, 
Somerset,  Hunterdon  and  Sussex. 
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Article  XIII. — One  in  Hackensack. 

The  other  shall  be  in  Hackensack,  to  which  shall  belong  those  of  the  counties  of 
Bergen,  Orange,  Essex  and  Morris. 

Article  XIV. — Time  of  Meeting. 

These  assemblies,  on  account  of  the  distance  of  the  respective  members  from 
each  other,  shall  not  hold  more  than  one  ordinary  meeting  in  each  year.  The  ptr-> 
ticnlar  time  of  meeting  is  deferred  to  a  future  opportunity. 

Article  XV. — Correspondents. 

When  these  particular  assemblies  shall  correspond  with  each  other,  and  In  what 
manner,  is  also  deferred. 

Article  XVI. — General  Assembly. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  a  general  assembly  shall  be  held  every  year,  compoied 
of  delegates  from  each  particular  assembly. 

Article  XVII. — Members  of  the  same. 

To  this  Reverend  assembly  shall  be  delegated  from  each  particular  assembly, 
two  ministers,  each  with  an  elder,  furnished  with  suitable  credentials. 

Article  XVIII. — Place  of  Meeting. 

The  meeting  of  this  general  assembly  shall  be  held  alternately  at  New  York  and 
Kingston;  the  Rev.  Assembly  shall,  nevertheless,  have  liberty  of  appointing  a  third 
place  of  meeting  in  the  province  of  New  Jersey. 

Article  XIX. — Time  of  Meeting. 

The  time  of  meeting  shall  be  considered  hereafter,  and  appointed  in  the  most 
suitable  season  and  so  as  to  be  most  convenient  for  the  particular  assemblies. 

Article  XX. — Examinations,  Preparaiion  and  Peremptions. 

For  this  general  assembly,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Rev.  Synod  of  North 
Holland  and  the  Rev.  Olassis  of  Amsterdam,  we  assume  the  long  wished  for  right 
of  examining  candidates  for  licensure  and  for  the  ministry,  and  also  further  to 
qualify  those  who  are  lawfully  called,  as  the  same  is  practised  in  the  Netherlands. 
A  list  of  all  those  who  havo  been  examined  and  ordained,  as  also  of  the  newly 
settled  and  removed  ministers  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  that  they  may  be 
carefully  inserted  In  the  register  of  ministers,  and  numbered  by  them  among  the 
North  American  preachers  in  both  provinces. 

Article  XXI. — Matters  to  he  treated  of  in  the  General  Assembly- 

All  church  matters  which  cannot  be  determined  in  the  particular  assemblleft 
■ball,  when  regularly  brought  up,  receive  tbclr  complete  and  final  decision.  In  tli» 
general  assembly. 

In  some  particular  cases  the  following  rules  shall  be  adopted: 
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Article  XXII. — Union  with  the  Clmrcli  of  Holland. 

To  preserve,  In  the  best  possible  manner,  the  bond  of  union  with  our  highly 
esteemed  mother  church  (which  we  greatly  desire,)  there  shall,  first,  be  sent  every 
year  a  complete  copy  of  all  the  acts  of  our  general  assembly,  signed  by  the  Praeses 
and  Scrlba  for  the  time  being,  to  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  as  duly  named  by  the 
Synod  of  North  Holland  for  that  purpose. 

Article  XXIII. — Appeals  concerning  Doctrines. 

Secondly,  Whenever  differences  may  arise  on  important  doctrines  among  the 
brethren,  whether  ministers  or  communicants,  a  decision  on  which  might  be  matter 
of  irrlevance  to  some,  the  case  In  difference  shall  be  left  to  the  judgment  of  the  Rev. 
Classii,  or  if  need  be  to  the  Rev.  Synod  of  North  Holland,  according  to  whose 
decision  the  general  assembly,  as  well  as  the  condemned  party,  shall  conform  or  act. 

Article  XXIV. — Depositions, 

In  case  a  minister,  on  account  of  doctrine  or  life,  shall  be  deposed  and  conceive 
himself  aggrieved  by  such  deposition,  he  shall  have  the  liberty  of  laying  his  case 
before  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  or  through  It  before  the  Rev.  Synod,  for  their 
judgment  whether  he  may  be  called  again,  or  not ;  and  the  general  Assembly,  with 
the  deposed  minister,  shall  be  bound  to  submit  to  the  judgment  of  the  Reverend 
Classls.  In  the  meantime,  however,  In  consequence  of  the  length  of  time  required 
for  deciding  such  an  unhoped  for  case,  the  congregation  of  the  deposed  minister,  If 
they  request  it,  shall  be  furnished  with  another  pastor. 

Article  XXV. — ApprobcUion  of  Calls, 

It  Is  agreed,  that  the  approbation  of  the  calls  of  candidates  on  their  exam,  peremp. 
shall  be  given  by  the  general  assembly,  but  that  of  ministers,  considering  the  wants 
of  the  church,  shall  be  given  by  the  particular  assembly  to  which  the  calling  congre- 
gation belongs. 

Article  XXVI. — Visitation  of  the  Churches, 

Concerning  the  visitation  of  the  churches,  there  shall  be  particular  regulatlonf 
adopted  In  the  general  assembly  which  Is  to  be  organized. 


Article  XXVIT. — Extraordinary  Meetings. 

Extraordinary  meetings  of  the  general  and  particular  assemblies  may  be  held  for 
the  examlnktlon  and  decision  of  matters,  which  for  urgent  reasons  cannot  be 
deferred  till  the  ordinary  meeting.  These  meetings  may  be  called  by  the  last 
Praeses  and  Scriba  of  the  respective  assemblies. 

Article  XXVIII. — Professorate. 

Concerning  the  Professorate,  we  will  act  according  to  the  advice  of  the  Rev. 
Classls  of  Amsterdam.  We  will  provisionally  choose  one  or  two  professors  to  teach 
didactic,  eleutlc,  exegeflc,  etc.  theology,  according  to  the  received  doctrines  of  our 
Low  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  to  which  office  we,  according  to  the  judgment  of  the 
classls.  will  choose,  on  favorable  terms,  such  divines  from  the  Netherlands  as  are 
of  acknowledged  learning,  piety,  and  orthodoxjC  and  immutably  attached  to  the 
Netherland  formulas  of  union,  said  Classls  having  promised  to  recommend  suitable 
characters. 
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Article  XXIX. — Further  regulations  respecting  the  Professorate. 

The  prof esssor  or  professors  above  mentioned,  as  soon  as  the  wished  for  leoon- 
ciliatlon  In  this  country  is  obtained  and  finally  established,  shall  be  chosen  tnd 
called  on  a  sufficient  salary,  though  not  without  the  approbation  of  the  genenl 
assembly,  with  this  provision,  that  such  professors  shall  not  stand  In  any  eonneetioQ 
with   English  academies,  but  shall  give  lectures  in  their  own  dwellings,  to  such 
students  only  who  can  produce  testimony  that  they  have  studied  two  or  tiiree  yean 
at  a   college   or   academy   under   approved   teachers,   and   improved   themselves  ta 
preparatory  studies,   such   as   the   languages,   philosophy,   etc.     Such   professor  or 
professors  shall  also  preach  once  every  month  or  fortnight,  in  Dutch  or  Hnglish,  ti 
well  to  assist  the  minister  of  the  place  where  he  or  they  reside  as  to  afford  tlM 
student  a  good  model  of  preaching,  in  consequence  of  which  the  Rev.  profeasor  or 
professors  shall  be  subject  to  the  particular  and  general  assemblies  in  the  same 
manner  as  is  already  specified  particularly  of  the  ministers. 

Article  XXX. — Provisional  Exception. 

Nevertheless,  since  we,  according  to  the  condition  stipulated  by  the  CUmIs,  cm 
cherish  no  hopes  of  reaping  the  fruits  of  the  above  mentioned  professorate  for  a  long 
time  to  come,  we  are  of  opinion,  as  there  are  now  a  number  of  students  with  one  or 
other  minister,  who  probably  will  in  a  short  time  be  fitted  for  the  exam,  preper, 
that  these  students  ought,  in  consequence  of  the  great  need  of  the  chorches,  to  be 
provisionally  examined  at  the  next  meeting  of  our  general  assembly. 

Article  XXXI. — Schools  under  the  care  of  Churches. 

Finally,  the  respective  congregations  shall  hereafter  make  it  their  buslneM  to 
establish  public  or  private  schools.  In  which  under  the  direction  of  Conslstoriei^ 
instructions  shall  be  given  as  well  in  the  languages  as  in  the  fundamental  prlndplfli 
or  doctrines  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  as  the  same  are  taught  in  our  Lov 
Dutch  Churches. 

Grievances. 
Article  I. 

Concerning  these  congregations  who  have  two  congregations,  and  two  mlnliten^ 
It  would  be  desirable  that  they  should  unite  in  one  body ;  but  where  this  is  imprae* 
ticable,  matters  should  remain  in  statu  quo  until  means  and  opportunities  sbtll  bt 
found  in  God's  providence  to  lead  them  to  union. 

Article  IT. 

To  those  congregations  who  have  one  minister,  but  two  consistories,  it  is  eameftly 
recommended  that  they  unite  In  one  consistory. 

The  Rev.  brethren  shall  likewise  avail  themselves  of  every  opportunity  which 
offers,  by  brotherly  exhortations,  to  effect  the  same ;  as  also,  for  those  congregt* 
tlons  which  situated  as  stated  in  the  first  article,  whilst  we  cordially  supplicate  tht 
God  of  peace  to  remove  all  remaining  grievances  from  such  congregation. 

Article  III. 

since  during  the  past  troubles,  some  persons  have  been  ordained  for  the  holy 
ministry,  whose  examination  and  ordination  Is  not  deemed  valid  by  some  of  the 
brethren,  yet  for  peace  sake,  rather  than  that  the  contemplated  union  shoald  not 
be  accomplished,  these  brethren  agree  that  every  one  whom  the  Rev.  Coetus  adfflO(Wl- 
edges  as  an  ordained  minister  shall  be  considered  as  such,  and  in  that  capadtj  take 
his  seat  in  our  assemblies,  not  doubting  but  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam  wiU  agree 
with  us  in  this  particular. 
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Article  IV. 

Since  the  Bey.  Classls  of  Amsterdam  In  one  of  their  last  letters,  express  them- 
selves favorably  of  the  Rev.  Hermanns  Meyer,  from  which  It  plainly  appears  that 
they  would  fondly  see  a  union  between  him  and  his  congregation  If  It  was  possible ; 
we  are  of  opinion  that  In  case  that  Rev.  brother  accedes  to  the  aforesaid  articles  of 
union,  and  subjects  himself  to  this  arrangement,  such  subjection  Is  a  sufficient 
ground  to  give  him,  as  our  esteemed  brother,  a  seat  and  voice  in  the  above  mentioned 
particular  and  general  assemblies,  whilst  the  Rev.  assemblies  as  soon  as  organized 
in  the  manner  specified,  with  the  advice  of  the  Rev.  Classls  will  offer  their  friendly 
aid  for  adjusting  the  differences  between  him  and  the  congregation  of  Kingston, 
In  case  the  wished-for  union  is  not  previously  accomplished. 

Concluding  Articles. 
Article  I. — Exception. 

The  preceding  articles  shall  not  be  binding  in  cases  where  they  are  hostile  to  any 
privileges  granted  by  charter  to  any  church. 

Article  II. — Binding  force  of  these  Articles. 

As  sooii  as  these  articles  are  constitutionally  received  and  approved  by  the 
assembly,  each  member  shall  provisionally  give  the  other  the  hand  of  brotherhood  or 
fellowship,  In  hopes  that  the  Rev.  Classls  and  our  respective  congregations  will 
approve  and  ratify  the  same,  but  they  shall  not  be  obligatory  before  such  approbation 
of  them  shall  be  given  by  our  respective  congregations  and  the  Rev.  Classls. 


Article  III. 

Since  the  committee  have  the  satisfaction  to  be  unanimous  in  their  opinion  on 

these  articles,  subject  however  to  superior  judgment,  it  is  their  cordial  desire  and 

prayer  that  this  Rev.  assembly  may  adopt  the  same,  that  the  long  wished  for  union 

may  If  possible  be  effected  according  to  these  articles.     Which  may   the  God  of 

peace  and  love  grant  of  his  mercy. 

Signed  by  the  above  mentioned  Committee. 
yew  York,  Oct.  18,  1771. 

Session  IV. 
Article  IX. 

The  preceding  plan,  after  mature  deliberation  and  through  the  blessing  of  God  and 
to  mutual  satisfaction  adopted  as  the  best  for  the  essential  well-being  of  our  church 
in  this  country.  A  copy  of  the  same  was  ordered  to  be  speedily  forwarded  to  the 
respective  consistories,  signed  by  the  Praeses  and  one  of  the  Scribas,  with  a  request 
to  communicate  its  contents  In  the  most  suitable  manner,  to  their  congregations, 
and  to  influence  the  same  as  far  as  possible  to  a  pious  and  actual  union  in  one 
t>ody,  which  union,  however,  shall  not  take  place  till  the  desired  approbation  of  the 
Rev.  Classls  shall  arrive,  for  which  purpose  a  fair  copy  of  these  articles,  signed  by 
the  Praeses  and  both  Scribas,  shall  be  transmitted  in  the  speediest  manner.  When 
the  Classical  Letter  arrives,  the  Rev.  Consistory  of  the  Low  Dutch  Church  in  New 
York  shall  open  the  same,  and  write  circular  letters  to  all  the  congregations,  men- 
tioning the  general  contents  of  these  articles,  by  which  means  another  assembly  like 
this,  and  In  the  same  manner,  shall  be  convened. 
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Article  X. — Manner  of  Signing. 

This  assembly  determine  that  the  names  of  the  members  and  their  approbttion 
shall  be  openly  and  formally  taken  down,  whereupon  they  authorize  the  Praem  and 
both  Scribes  of  this  assembly  to  sign  and  thus  to  confirm  these  articles  of  unkm  od 
their  behalf. 

Article  XI. 

After  flriying  each  other  the  right  hand  of  fellowship,  the  committee,  as  sIn  the 

Rey.  Consistory  of  New  York,  were  openly  and  formally  thanked  for  their  frleadlT 

and  brotherly  seryices,  and  after  feryent  thanksglylng  to  God  for  this  unexpected 

blessing,  accompanied  with  ardent  supplications  to  the  throne  of  grace,  for  a  further 

completion  of  this  holy  union  work,  as  also  for  the  prosperity  and  well-being  of  the 

church,  they  parted  in  peace,  and  loye  and  joy. 

Done  at  New  York,  Oct.  1771. 

Signed, 

John  H.  Liyingstone,  Praeses, 

Isaac  Rysdyck,  Scrlba. 

E.  J.  L.  A.  R.  D.  U.  S.  Westerlo.  Scrilm. 

The  Church-Ordek, 

or  Rules  of  Ecclesiastical  Government,  formally;  adopted  by 
the  General  Convention  of  the  Reformed  Church  of  Now  York 
and  Xew  Jersey,  Oct,  15-lS,  1771.  [The  American  Dutcli 
Churches  had  been  under  these  same  Rules  of  Goveminent  be- 
fore, as  colonists  of  Holland;  but  now  they  formally  adopted 
them,  so  far  as  they  were  applicable  to  their  present  cnrcuni- 
st4inces.] 

Article  1.  For  the  maintenance  of  good  order  In  the  Church  of  Christ.  It  Is 
necessary  that  there  should  be  certain  Offices.  Assemblies,  Supervision  of  Doc- 
trine, Sacraments  and  Customs,  tojrether  with  Christian  Discipline.  These  ^haU  be 
treated  herein  In  order,  as  follows: 

Of  the  Offices. 

Article.  2.  The  ofllces  are  of  four  sorts:  [the  office!  of  Ministers  of  the  Word; 
of  Doctors  [of  Theology];  of  Elders;  and  of  Deacons. 

[MiXISTER.S.l 

Article  3.  No  one,  although  he  be  a  Doctor  [of  Theolopy],  and  Elder  or  a  Pwcon. 
shall  be  permitted  to  officiate  in  the  Ministry  of  the  Word  and  the  Sacraments  vlt^* 
out  belnjr  thereunto  lawfully  called  ;  and  whenever  any  one  nets  to  the  contrtry.  *"" 
persists  therein,  after  repeated  admonitions,  the  Classls  shall  decide  whether  h«  sbill 
be  declared  a  schismatic,  or  be  punished  In  some  other  way. 

Article  4.  The  lawful  mil.  whether  to  cities  or  to  rural  charges,  of  xYn'St  ^^® 
have  not  been  In  service  before,  consists:  First,  In  the  choice  made,  after  fsstlnf 
and  prayer,  by  the  Consistory  and  the  Deacons.  This  shall  not  be  done  without 
n  proper  correspondence,  respectively,  with  the  Christian  Authorities  of  the  P'*^' 
and  the  previous  knowledge  or  advice  of  the  Classls,  where  these  thlnr?  h>^* 
hitherto  been  customary.     Secondly,  In  the  Examination;  or  Inquiry  both  as  to  to^ 
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I>ootrlDe  and  the  Life,  (of  the  person  chosen).    This  shall  be  conducted  by  the 

CIaf«y«i8,  in  the  presence  of  the  Deputies  of  the  Synod,  or  of  some  of  them.    Thirdlif, 

fn   ttie  Approbation  and  recognition  by  the  [Civil]   Authorities,  and  subseouently 

ftlso    by   the  members  of  the  Reformed   Congregation   of  the  place,   through  the 

PQt>Ilcation  of  the  name  of  the  Minister  during  fourteen  days.  If  no  objections  are 

presented  against  him.    Finally,  in  the  public  Ordination  before  the  congregation. 

^I^ts   shall  take  place  with  suitable  statements  of  conditions  and  demands,  exhorta- 

*Ioqb^  prayer,  and  the  laying  on  of  hands  by  the  ordaining  minister,  or  ministers, 

'^^on  there  are  others  present,  according  to  the  Form  made  for  that  purpose.     It 

'*    >tlso  well  understood,  that  the  laying  on  of  hands  may  be  performeii  in  the 

^li&sslcal  Assembly,  in  the  case  of  a  newly  licensed  [promoted]  minister  who  is  to 

***    a«nt  to  churches  under  persecution.     [Churches  under  the  Cross]. 

-^v^icle  5.  Concerning  those  ministers,    who  are  already  in  the  Ministry   of  the 

^^or>d,    and   are   called    to   another   congregation;   such   call   shall    be   made   in   a 

•**«illar  manner,  whether  to  cities  or  to  rural  charges,  with  correspondence  as  in 

^^^    former  case,  by  the  Consistory  and  Deacons,  with  advice  or  approbation  of 

r^^  Classis;  at  which  place  those  called  shall  show  good  church  certificates  as  to 

*^^>ctrine  and  Life:  and  when  thus  approved  by  the  local  authorities,  and  presented 

^^  the  church  for  fourteen  days,  as  required  before,  they  shall  be  installed  with 

^^gagements  and  prayers  as  previously  mentioned.    In  short,  according  to  what 

^^s  before  been  said,  if  any  one  has  a  valid  right  of  presentation,  or  any  other 

^Uim,   by  means  of  which  he  can  be  useful  and  edifying,   without  doini^  injury 

^o  the  Church  of  God  and  good  Church-Order,  may  it  please  the  Civil  Authorities 

^^d  the  Synods  of  the  respective  Provinces  to  give  it  their  attention,  and  to  make 

^1  necessary  regulation  in  the  interest  of  the  Churches. 

Article  6.  Nor  shall  any  minister  be  allowed  to  take  service  in  any  private  Manor, 
hospital,  or  other  such  places,  unless  he  be  previously  admitted  [to  the  ministry] 
«nd  permitted  [to  officiate]  according  to  the  foregoing  Articles;  and  he  shall  be 
■abject  to  the  Church-Order,  no  less  than  others. 

Article  7.  No  one  shall  be  called  [ordained?]  to  the  ministry  of  the  Word  without 
his  being  about  to  settle  In  some  certain  place,  unless  he  be  sent  to  preach  here 
or  there  in  congregations  under  persecution,  [under  the  Cross],  or  sent  elsewhere 
to  gather  churches. 

Article  8.  Schoolmasters,  mechanics,  or  others  who  have  not  [regularly]  studied, 
shall  not  be  permitted  to  fill  the  ministerial  office,  unless  they  have  given  assur- 
ance of  their  singular  gifts,  piety,  humility,  sobriety,  good  understanding  and 
discretion,  together  with  the  gifts  of  utterance.  Whenever,  therefore,  such  per- 
sons present  themselves  for  service,  the  Classis  shall,  if  the  Synod  consents,  first 
examine  them,  and,  according  as  it  finds  them  on  examination,  shall  prescribe  a 
coarse  of  private  exercises  for  a  while,  after  which  they  shall  be  dealt  with  as 
•hall  be  judged  to  be  conducive  to  edification. 

Article  9.  Novices,  popish  priests  and  others  who  leave  some  sect,  shall  not  be 
admitted  to  the  ministry  of  the  Church,  without  great  carefulness  and  caution,  and 
after  they,  too,  shall  have  been  well  tried  for  a  certain  time. 

Article  10.  A  minister  once  lawfully  called,  may  not  leave  the  church,  where  he 
was  unconditionally  received.  In  ordor  to  accept  a  call  elsewhere,  without  the 
consent  of  the  Conslntory  and  of  the  Deacons,  as  well  as  those  who  have  formerly 
served  as  Deacons;  besides  he  must  have  the  consent  of  the  Authorities  and  the 
previous  knowledge  of  the  Classis :  and  no  other  church  shall  have  the  ripht  to 
receive  him  before  his  showing  lawful  testimonials  of  his  dismissal  fmm  fhe 
Charch  and  the  Classis  where  ho  has  ministered. 

Article  11.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Consistory,  as  representing  the  congregation, 
•hall  be  obliged  to  provide  tholr  minister  with  a  suitable  support;  and  shall  not 
'orsake  him  without  the  knowled^o  and  decision  of  the  Classis;  which  niso  shall 
Jndge,  In  failure  of  support,  whether  such  minister  shall  he  transferred,  or  not. 

Article  12.  Inasmuch  as  a  nilnistor  of  the  Word,  when  once  lawfully  called,  in 
(Planner  before  nientlonrd,  is  bound  unto  the  service  of  the  Church  for  life,  there- 
fore It  is  not  lawful  for  him  to  ontor  upon  another  profession  [lit.,  state  of  life], 
**^cept  for  great  and  weighty  reasons,  concerning  which  the  Classis  shall  take 
<^Oin>l*^i^^<^  A°^   determine. 

Article  13.  If  it  should  happen  that  ministers,  by  reason  of  age.  sickness  or 
otherwise,  become  Incapable  of  performing  the  duties  of  their  office,   they  shall. 
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nevertheless  retain  the  honor  and  the  title  of  minister;  and  Bhall,  in  their  need, 
be  honorably  provided  for  by  the  churches  to  which  they  liave  ministered.  Tliis 
also  shall  be  done  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the  miuistera  in  general 

Article  14.  In  case  any  ministers,  for  the  aforesaid  or  any  other  reasons,  are 
obliged  to  desist  from  the  duties  of  their  office  for  a  time,  which  shall  not  be 
done  without  the  advice  of  the  Consistory,  they  shall,  nevertheless,  at  all  timet 
be  and  remain  subject  to  the  call  of  the  congregation. 

Article  15.  No  minister  who  has  relinquished  the  service  of  his  own  chnrch.  or 
Is  not  engaged  In  some  regular  service,  shall  be  permitted  to  go  about  and  preadi 
here  and  there  without  the  consent  and  authority  of  the  I  particular]  Synod  or  tbe 
Classis.  So  also  no  minister  shall  be  allowed  to  preach  a  sermon  or  to  administer 
tbe  Sacraments  in  another  church,  without  the  consent  of  the  consistory. 

Article  16.  The  office  of  ministers  is  to  persevere  in  prayer  and  the  ministrj  of 
the  Word:  to  dispense  the  Sacraments:  to  watch  over  his  brethren,  the  Elden  tad 
Deacons,  as  well  as  over  the  whole  congregation:  and  lastly,  together  vrlth  the 
Elders,  to  exercise  church  discipline,  and  to  take  care  that  all  things  are  dooc 
decently  and  in  order. 

Article  17.  Among  the  ministers  of  the  Word,  equality  shall  be  maintained 
touching  tbe  duties  of  their  service,  and  as  far  as  possible,  in  other  things,  accord* 
Ing  to  the  Judgment  of  the  Consistory,  and,  if  needs  be,  of  the  Classis.  Tbe  sunt 
rule  Is  to  be  observed  with  regard  to  Elders  and  Deacons. 

[Professors.] 

Article  18.  The  office  of  Doctors,  or  Professors  in  Theology  is  to  explain  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  and  to  defend  the  pure  Doctrine  against  heresies  and  errors. 

Article  10.  The  congregations  shall  strive  to  provide  students  in  Theology,  wbo 
are  to  be  supported  by  public  funds  [ex  bonis  publicls.] 

Article  20.  In  those  churches  where  there  are  found  the  more  capable  preachen, 
tha  discussion  of  propositions  shall  be  Instituted,  [sal  men  't  gebmyk  der  propoil- 
tlen  aanstellen].  In  order  to  prepare  some  persons  by  such  exercises  for  tlie 
ministry  of  the  Word;  herein  observing  the  order  specially  made  for  that  parpoie 
by  this  Synod. 

Article  21.  Everywhere,  the  Consistories  shall  see  to  It  that  there  are  gooi 
schoolmasters  to  teach  not  only  reading  and  writing  to  the  children,  the  Kinguir* 
and  liberal  Arts,  but  also  to  instruct  them  in  godliness  and  in  the  Catechism. 

[Eldkrs.] 

^  Article  22.  The  Elders  shall  be  chosen  according  to  the  Judgment  of  the  Conri** 
tory  and  the  Deacons;  so  that  it  [the  Consistory]  according  to  the  situation  of 
each  church,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  present  as  many  elders  as  the  necessity  of  tbe 
congregation  may  require.  These  shall  be  lu.stalled,  when  approved  by  the  chwch, 
unless  some  hindrance  occurs,  with  public  prayers  and  engagements.  Or  they  miT 
propose  a  double  number,  the  half  to  be  chosen  by  the  congregation,  who  shall  be 
ordained  to  service  after  the  same  manner,  according  to  the  Form  therefor. 

Article  23.  The  ofllce  of  the  Eiders,  besides  what  Is  common  to  them  with  tbe 
Ministers  of  the  Word,  as  above  stated  In  Article  10,  is  to  talse  heed  that  the  min- 
isters, together  with  their  fellow-helpers  and  the  Deacons,  faithfully  administer 
their  offices;  and  also,  before  or  after  the  Lord's  Supper,  as  time  and  places  permit, 
and  as  shall  be  for  the  edifioatlon  of  the  congregation,  to  perform  the  Visitations, 
In  order  particularly  to  iustruct  and  comfort  the  members  of  the  congregations 
and  also  to  exhort  others  to  [make  a  profession  of]  the  Christian  Religion. 

t  ni:A(<>.N>.  j 

Article  24.  The  same  manner  shall  be  observed  In  the  election,  approbation  ao* 
ordination  of  the  Deacons,  as  was  followed  in  reference  to  the  Elders. 

Article  25.  The  office  peculiar  to  the  Deacons  is  diligently  to  collect  the  iln>* 
and  other  charities  for  the  poor,  and,  with  general  advice,  faithfully  and  dllige'*^ 
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to  distribute  the  same  as  the  needs  of  the  inhabitants  or  strangers  may  require;  to 
seek  out  and  comfort  the  distressed;  to  be  careful  that  the  alms  arc  not  misused; 
of  which  they  shall  render  an  account  in  Consistory  at  such  a  time  as  the  Consis- 
tory shall  determine,  and  also  before  the  congregation,  if  any  desire  to  be  present. 

Article  26.  The  Deacons  shall,  if  they  so  desire,  maintain  a  good  correspondence 
with  the  Directors  of  Poor-houses,  in  places  where  such  exist,  or  with  other 
almoners,  to  the  end  that  the  alms  may  be  the  better  distributed  among  those  who 
have  the  greatest  need. 

Article  27.  The  Elders  and  Deacons  shall  serve  two  years;  and  every  year  half 
their  number  shall  be  changed,  and  others  put  in  their  places,  unless  the  circum- 
stances, or  the  benefit  of  certain  churches  should  require  it  to  be  otherwise. 

Article  28.  As  it  is  the  duty  of  Christian  Authorities  to  promote  the  Holy  Church 
service,  in  every  possible  respect,  to  recommend  the  same  to  those  subject  to  them, 
by  their  example,  and  in  case  of  necessity,  to  lend  a  helping  hand  to  the  Ministers, 
Elders  and  Deacons,  and  protect  them  by  their  good  ordinances:  so  it  is  the  duty 
of  all  Ministers,  Elders  and  Deacons  diligently  and  sincerely  to  impress  upon  the 
entire  congregation,  the  obedience,  love  and  respect  which  It  owes  to  the  Magis- 
tracy; and  all  ecclesiastical  persons  shall  herein  set  a  good  example  to  the  congre- 
gation, and,  by  proper  respect  and  correspondence,  seek  to  gain  and  to  retain  the 
favor  of  the  authorities  on  behalf  of  the  churches;  to  the  end  that  each  one, 
mutually  doing  his  duty  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  all  suspicion  and  mistrust  may  be 
prevented  and  happy  unity  be  maintained  to  the  welfare  of  the  churches. 

Of  Ecclesiastical  Assemblies. 

Article  20.  Four  kinds  of  Ecclesiastical  Assemblies  shall  be  maintained:  The 
Consistory,  the  Classical  Assemblies,  the  Particular  Synod,  and  the  General  or 
National  [Synod]. 

Article  30.  In  these  assemblies,  ecclesiastical  matters  only  shall  be  transacted. 
and  that  in  an  cccloslnstical  manner.  In  the  greater  Assembly  no  bubiness  shall 
be  transacted,  except  what  could  not  be  settled  in  the  lesser  Assembly,  or  such  as 
appertains  to  the  Churches  composing  the  Greater  Assembly,  In  general. 

Article  31.  If  any  one  is  wrongfully  accused  by  the  decision  of  a  lesser  Assembly, 
lie  shall  have  the  right  to  appeal  to  a  greater  ecclesiastical  Assembly:  and  whatever 
Is  determined  by  a  majority  of  voices  shall  be  held  as  settled  and  binding,  unless  it 
should  prove  to  be  contrary  to  the  Word  of  God,  or  to  the  Articles  adopted  by  this 
General  Synod,  so  long  as  the  same  have  not  been  changed  by  another  General 
Synod. 

Article  32.  The  transactions  of  all  the  Assemblies  shall  begin  with  calling  upon 
the  Name  of  God,  and  conclude  with  thanksgiving. 

Article  33.  Those  who  are  delegated  to  attend  the  Assemblies  shall  bring  with 
them  their  credentials  and  instructions,  signed  by  those  who  send  them;  and  such 
only  shall  be  entitled  to  a  decisive  vote. 

Article  34.  In  all  Assemblies  there  shall  be,  in  addition  to  the  president,  a  scribe, 
who  shall  carefully  record  whatever  Is  worth  entering  on  the  Minutes. 

Article  35.  The  office  of  the  President  Is  to  state  and  explain  the  business  which 
Is  to  be  transacted:  to  see  to  It  that  In  speaking  every  one  observes  order;  to  com- 
mand the  captions  and  those  who  Indulge  in  violent  speech,  to  keep  silent:  and  to 
censure  properly  such  as  give  no  heed  thereto.  This  office  shall  expire  when  the 
Assembly  adjourns. 

Article  36.  A  Classls  has  the  same  Jurisdiction  over  a  Consistory,  which  a  Par- 
ticular Synod  has  over  a  Classls,  and  the  Genernl  Synod  over  a  Particular  [Synod]. 

Article  37.  In  all  churches  shall  there  be  a  consistory,  consisting  of  the  Ministers 
of  the  Word  and  the  Elders,  which  shall  assemble  at  least  onco  a  week.  Then  the 
minister  of  the  Word,  or  the  ministers,  in  case  there  are  more  than  one,  each  In 
turn,  shall  preside  and  regulate  the  business.  And  the  Magistracy  of  the  place,  if 
it  so  desires,  shall  have  the  right  to  be  represented  in  Consistory  by  one  or  two  of 
Its  number,  being  members  of  the  Congregation,  to,  listen  to,  and  take  part  In 
de1il>eratlng  on  the  matters  that  come  up. 

Article  38.  It  is  well  understood,  that.  In  places  where  a  new  oonslstory  Is  to  be 
formed,  this  cannot  be  done,  except  with  advice  from  the  Classis.     And  where  the 
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number  of  Elders  is  very  small,  It  shall  be  lawful  to  make  the  Deacons  a  part  of 
the  consistory. 

Article  39.  In  those  pluces  where  no  Consistory  yet  exists,  the  Classls  shall  mean- 
while  transact  the  business  which,  according  to  the  dire<;tion  of  this  Cbarch  Order, 
the  Consistory  is  otherwise  charged  with. 

Article  40.  The  Deacons  shall  likewise  meet  every  week,  in  order  to  transact  the 
business  which  appertains  to  their  office,  liaving  first  called  upon  the  Name  of  God. 
In  these  meetings  the  ministers  shall  interest  themselves;  and,  if  needs  be,  attttid 
them. 

Article  41.  The  Classical  Assemblies  shall  l>e  constituted  of  neighboring  charclies, 
each  of  which  shall  send,  with  proper  credentials,  one  minister  and  one  Elder,  u 
delegates,  to  attend  them,  at  the  time  and  place  determined  by  each  Assemblj  on 
adjourning:  at  intervals,  however,  of  not  more  than  three  monthn.  Over  ttacie 
Assemblies  the  ministers  shall  preside  In  rotation,  or  otherwise  a  President  sbaD 
be  chosen,  but  in  such  a  way  that  no  one  shall  be  chosen  twice  in  snocewifla. 
Further,  the  President  shall,  amcmg  other  things,  ask  each  one.  whether.  In  Uf 
church,  consistorial  meetings  are  held;  whether  church  Dlaclpllne  is  exerctoed: 
whether  the  poor  and  the  schools  are  provided  for;  lastly,  whether  there  is  aoj- 
thing  In  which  the  judgment  and  help  of  the  Classls  are  needed  for  the  fegalatioR 
of  the  church.  A  short  sermon  shall  be  preached  from  the  Word  of  God  by  the 
minister  charged  therewith  at  the  previous  meeting  of  ClasalB,  on  which  the  otJieff 
shall  pass  Judgment,  pointing  out  in  what  it  may  be  deficient.  Lastly,  at  the  meet* 
lug  next  preceding  the  Particular  Synod,  delegates  to  that  Synod  shall  be  cboseo. 

Article  42.  In  places  where  there  are  more  ministers  than  one,  they  shall  all  biTe 
the  right  to  vote,  except  in  matters  which  specially  concern  themselves  personiHy 
or  their  churches. 

Article  43.  At  the  close  of  the  Classical  and  other  greater  Assemblies.  censQiv 
shall  be  imposed  upon  those  who  have  done  anything  In  the  Assembly  worthy  of 
punishment,  or  have  despised  the  admonitions  of  the  lesser  Assemblies. 

Article  44.  The  Classls  shall  likewise  authorise  some  of  its  ministers,  at  least  tvo 
of  the  oldest,  most  experienced  and  best  qualified,  to  make  a  yearly  visltatton  of 
all  the  churches,  those  In  cities  as  well  as  those  in  the  country,  to  ascertaii 
whether  ministers,  consistories  and  schoolmasters  are  faithfully  administering  their 
otflces,  adhering  to  purity  of  Doctrine,  observing  in  all  things  the  accepted  order, 
and  properly,  as  far  as  possible,  by  word  and  deed,  promoting  the  edification  of 
tho  congregation,  as  well  as  of  the  youth;  to  the  end  that  they  may  seasonably  snd 
fraternally  admonish  those  who  are  found  to  be  remiss  in  duty  in  any  thln^;  ind 
by  counsel  and  deed  aid  in  directing  everything  for  the  peace,  the  npbullding,  and 
the  greatest  profit  of  the  churches  and  schools. 

And  every  Classls  shall  continue  such  Visitors  in  service  as  long  as  It  thlnk« 
l»08t.  unless  the  Visitors  themselves  should,  for  reasons  of  which  the  Classls  BhiH 
t:ike  cognizance,  ask  to  be  released. 

Article  40.  The  churches  In  which  either  the  Classls,  likewise  In  which  the  P«^ 
licular  or  the  General  Synod  may  assemble,  shall  see  to  it  that  the  Acts  of  the  pr^ 
reding  meeting  be  brought  in  at  the  next  following  meeting. 

Article  46.  Instructions  on  matters  to  be  treated  of  in  the  higher  asaemWi** 
shall  not  be  recorded,  until  the  acts  taken  by  previous  Synods  shall  have  b^" 
read;  in  order  that  what  has  once  been  disposed  of  may  not  again  be  presented  for 
:«ction,   unless  It  be  thought  to  require  some  olteratlon. 

Article  47.  Once  a  year,  unless  necessity  calls  for  a  shorter  interval,  fourorfiTe. 
or  more  neighboring  Classes  shall  assemble  as  a  Partlculor  Synod;  to  attend  wWch 
two  ministers  and  two  Elders  shall  be  delegated  from  each  Classls.  On  adjonntio^ 
the  I'articular  as  well  as  the  General  Synod  shall  designate  a  church  which  shtU  ^ 
charged  with  determining,  with  advice  of  the  Classls,  the  time  and  place  of  ^ 
next  Synod. 

Article  48.  Each  [Particular]  Synod  shall  have  the  liberty  to  request  and  to  bold 
<M>rrespondence  with  Its  neighboring  [Particular]  Synod  or  Synods,  in  such  inini>«f 
as  shall  be  deemed  most  profitable  for  general  edification. 

Article  49.  Each  Synod  shall  likewise  depute  certain  ones  to  ezecnts,  io  ^ 
respective  Classes  under  Its  Jurisdiction,  as  well  as  with  the  Civil  AatboritlM,  ^ 
that  the  Synod  has  ordered.  Besides  they  are  to  be  present,  either  coUeetlvciT  ^ 
in  less  number,  at  every  examination  of  candidates  for  the  ministry ;  and  furthefi  ^ 
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every  other  difficulty  occurring,  they  are  to  offer  their  aid  to  the  ClasalB;  in  order 
that  good  uniformity,  order  and  purity  in  Doctrine  may  be  maintained  and  estab- 
lished. And  these  shall  keep  correct  minutes  of  all  their  transactions,  for  the 
purpose  of  reporting  them  to  the  Synod,  and  shall  give  reasons  for  their  conduct 
in  case  that  is  required.  Nor  shall  they  be  released  from  their  service  until  the 
Synod  itself  releases  them. 

Article  50.  The  National  Synod  shall  be  held  ordinarily  once  every  three  years, 
unless  a  pressing  necessity  should  require  a  shorter  recess.  Bach  Particular  Synod, 
both  of  the  Dutch  and  of  the  Walloon  tongue,  shall  delegate  to  attend  it  two  min- 
isters and  two  Elders.  Further  the  church  which  is  charged  with  designating  the 
time  and  place  of  the  General  Synod,  in  case  the  same  should  be  called  to  meet 
within  the  three  years,  shall  assemble  the  Particular  Synod  to  which  it  belongs, 
and  give  notice  of  the  same  to  the  nearest  church  of  the  other  tongue,  so  that  it 
may  send  thither  four  persons  who  shall  agree  upon  the  time  and  place.  The  same 
church  which  is  chosen  to  call  the  General  Synod  together,  when  it  is  about  to 
consult  with  the  Ciassis  as  to  time  and  place,  shall  also  give  timely  notice  thereof 
to  the  Civil  Authorities,  in  order  that,  with  their  knowledge,  and — in  case  it 
should  please  them  to  send  also  a  certain  number  to  the  Ciassis — in  their  presence 
and  with  their  advice,  the  Deputies  may  transact  their  business. 

Article  51.  As  in  the  Netherlands  two  languages  are  spoken,  it  is  judged  proper 
that  the  churches  of  the  Dutch  and  Walloon  tongues  shall  each  have  their  Consis- 
tories, Classical  Assemblies,  and  Particular  Synods,  by  themselves. 

Artide  52.  It  is,  notwithstanding,  judged  proper,  that,  in  the  cities  where  the 
aforesaid  Walloon  churches  exist,  some  Ministers  and  Elders  of  both  connections, 
should  assemble  together  monthly,  in  order  to  maintain  a  proper  unity  and  mutual 
correspondence,  and,  as  much  as  possible,  according  to  circumstances  and  necessity, 
to  assist  each  other  with  counsel. 


Of  Doctrine,  Sacraments,  and  Other  Ceremonies. 

Article  53.  The  ministers  of  the  Word  of  God,  likewise  the  Professors  of  Theology, 
<and  it  would  well  become  the  other  Professors  also),  shall  subscribe  to  the  Con- 
fession of  Faith  of  the  Dutch  Churches ;  and  the  ministers  who  refuse  to  do  so  shall 
de  facto  be  suspended  from  their  ministry,  by  the  Consistory  or  Ciassis,  until  they 
shall  have  made  a  full  explanation ;  and  in  case  they  continue  obstinately  to  refuse, 
they  shall  be  wholly  deposed  from  their  ministry. 

Article  54.  Likewise  the  Schoolmasters  shall  be  bound  to  subscribe  to  the  Articles 
as  above,  or  in  place  thereof  to  the  Christian  Catechism. 

Article  55.  No  one  of  the  Reformed  Religion  shall  presume  to  have  printed,  or 
otherwise  to  publish  any  book  or  writing  composed  or  translated  by  himself,  or  by 
another,  without  its  being  previously  examined  and  approved  by  the  Ministers  of  the 
Word  of  his  own  Ciassis  or  Particular  Synod ;  or  by  the  Professors  of  Theology  in 
these  Provinces,  together  with  the  previous  knowledge  of  his  Ciassis. 


Of  Baptism. 

Article  56.  The  Covenant  of  God  shall  be  sealed  by  Baptism  to  the  children  of 
Christians,  in  the  public  Assembly,  when  the  Word  of  God  is  preached,  and  as  early 
as  the  administration  of  it  is  possible.  But  in  places  where  not  so  many  sermons 
are  preached,  a  certain  day  in  the  week  shall  be  fixed  for  the  extraordinary  adminis- 
tration  of  Baptism,  but  not  however,  without  the  preaching  of  a  sermon. 

Article  57.  The  ministers  shall  do  their  best,  and  strive  to  get  the  father  to 
present  bis  child  for  baptism.  And  in  such  congregation  where  godfathers  or  wit- 
nesses, besides  the  father,  are  customary  at  Baptism,  (which  custom,  being  indif- 
ferent in  itself,  is  not  needlessly  to  be  changed),  it  is  proper  that  such  be  accepted 
as  hold  the  pure  doctrine  and  are  godly  in  their  walk. 

Article  58.  The  ministers  shall,  in  baptizing  young  children  as  well  as  adults,  uee 
the  Forms  concerning  the  Institution  and  Design  of  Baptism,  which  have  been 
separately  written  for  the  purpose. 
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Article  59.  Adults  by  Baptism  are  incorporated  into  the  Christian  congregation, 
and  received  as  members  of  the  congregation,  and  are  therefore,  In  duty  boood  to 
malce  use  of  the  Lord's  Supper  also,  which  at  their  Baptism  they  shall  promiie 
to  do. 

Article  60.  The  names  of  the  baptized,  together  with  those  of  the  parents  and 
witnesses,  as  well  as  the  time  of  Baptism,  shall  be  put  on  record. 

Of  the  Lord's  Supper. 

Article  61.  No  one  shall  be  admitted  to  the  Lord's  Supper,  unless  he  makei  a 
Confession  of  the  Reformed  Religion,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  church  which 
he  joins,  having  also  given  testimony  of  a  godly  walk ;  without  which,  also,  those 
who  come  from  other  churches  shall  not  be  admitted. 

Article  62.  Every  church  shall  celebrate  the  Lord's  Supper  after  such  a  manner 
as  it  judges  to  be  most  for  edification.  It  is  well  understood,  however,  that  the 
external  ceremonies  prescribed  in  the  Word  of  God  be  not  altered,  and  all  supersti- 
tion be  avoided ;  and  that  after  the  close  of  the  sermon  and  usual  prayers  In  the 
pulpit,  the  Form  for  the  administration  of  the  Supper,  together  with  the  Frayer 
pertaining  to  it,  shall  be  read  at  the  table. 

Article  63.  The  Lord's  Supper  shall  be  celebrated  once  every  two  months,  U 
possible ;  and  in  churches  where  circumstances  permit,  it  will  be  edifying  to  celebrate 
it  on  Easter,  Pentecost  and  Christmas.  But  in  places  where  no  church  arrange- 
ments have  yet  been  established,  Elders  and  Deacons  shall  first  be  provisionally 
appointed. 

Order  Concerning  Times  of  Preaching. 

Article  64.  As  evening  prayers  are  found  to  be  beneficial  in  many  places,  each 
church  shall  follow  in  reference  to  the  use  of  the  same,  whatever  plan  it  considers 
most  conducive  to  edification.  But  when  it  is  desired  that  such  services  should  cease, 
this  shall  not  be  done  without  the  judgment  of  the  Classis,  and  of  the  Civil  Authori- 
ties who  hold  to  the  Reformed  Religion. 

Article  65.  Where  funeral  sermons  are  not  customary,  they  shall  not  he  intro- 
duced ;  and  where  they  have  already  been  introduced,  efforts  shall  be  made  to 
abolish  them  in  the  best  manner  possible. 

Article  GO.  In  times  of  war,  pestilence,  famine,  severe  persecutions  of  the 
churches  and  other  general  calamities,  the  ministers  of  the  churches  shall  petition 
the  Civil  Authorities,  that,  by  their  authority  and  order,  public  days  of  fasting  and 
prayer  be  appointed  and  sacredly  kept. 

Article  67.  Besides  Sunday,  the  congregations  shall  observe  Christmas,  Easter  and 
Pentecost  with  the  day  following  each.  And  whereas,  in  most  cities  and  prorinces 
of  the  Netherlands,  there  are  observed  besides,  the  day  of  the  circumcision  and  of 
Christ's  ascension,  the  Ministers  shall,  wherever  this  is  not  yet  the  custom,  endearor 
to  Induce  the  authorities  to  conform  to  the  other  churches. 

Article  68.  The  ministers  shall  everywhere  on  Sundays,  ordinarily  at  the  afternoon 
preaching  service,  briefly  explain  the  summary  of  Christian  Doctrine,  contained  In 
the  Catechism  which  has  now  been  adopted  by  the  Netherland  churches,  in  snch  a 
way  as  to  finish  It  each  year  by  following  the  division  of  the  Catechism  itself  made 
for  that  purpose. 

Article  69.  Only  the  150  Psalms  of  David,  the  Ten  Commandments,  the  Lor^' 
Prayer,  the  twelve  Articles  of  the  Faith,  the  hymns  of  Mary,  Zachariah  and  Sioeon 
shall  be  sung.  Tne  hymn  "  O  God,  who  our  Father  art,"  [O  God,  die  onie  Vader 
bist],  is  left  to  the  choice  of  the  churches  to  use  or  to  omit.  All  other  hymns  shall 
be  kept  out  of  the  churches,  and  where  some  have  already  been  introduced,  the  niost 
proper  measures  shall  be  taken  to  set  them  aside. 

Article  70.  As  it  has  been  found  that,  hitherto,  different  customs  have  every^^*'* 
been  followed  in  the  solemnization  of  marriage,  and  as  it  is.  nevertheless,  Q^'^ 
proper  to  observe  uniformity  therein,  the  churches  shall  abide  by  the  custom  ^^^ 
they  have  hitherto  observed,  conformably  to  the  Word  of  God  and  former  ^^^^J*^ 
tical  ordinances ;  until  the  Higher  Authorities,  who  are  to  be  petitioned  to  that  end 
at  the  earliest  opportunity,  shall,  with  advice  of  the  ministers  of  the  Church.  haT« 
made  a  General  Ordinance  thereon ;  to  which  this  Church  Order  refers  itself  in  ^ 
matter. 
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Censure  and  Ecclesiastical  Admonitions. 

Article  71.  Inasmiich  as  Christian  discipline  it  spiritual,  and  does  not  relieve  one 
from  the  clyil  Judgment  and  punishment  of  those  in  authority;  so  it  is  requisite 
without  any  reference  to  the  clyil  punishment,  that  Church  censure  should  exist,  in 
order  to  reconcile  the  sinner  with  the  Church  and  his  neighbor,  and  to  remove 
offences  from  the  Church  of  Christ. 

Article  72.  Wherever,  therefore,  any  one  sins  against  the  purity  of  Doctrine  or 
against  godliness  in  conduct,  in  so  far  as  it  Is  secret  and  has  given  no  public 
offence,  the  rule  shall  be  observed  which  Christ  plainly  prescribes  in  Matt.  18. 

Article  73.  Secret  sins,  of  which  the  offender  repents,  he  having  been  admonished 
by  a  single  person  privately,  or  in  the  presence  of  two  or  three  witnesses,  shall  not 
be  brought  before  the  Consistory. 

Article  74.  If  any  person  guilty  of  a  private  offence,  gives  no  heed  to  the  admoni- 
tions, given  in  love,  or  on  the  other  hand,  has  committed  a  public  sin,  the  same  shall 
be  reported  to  the  Consistory. 

Article  75.  The  satisfaction  for  such  offences,  as  from  their  own  nature  are  public, 
or  which  have  become  public  by  contempt  of  ecclesiastical  admonition,  shall,  upon 
evident  proofs  of  penitence,  be  made  in  a  public  manner,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
consistory;  and,  in  the  country  or  smaller  cities,  where  there  is  but  one  minister, 
the  satisfaction  shall  be  made  with  the  advice  of  two  neighboring  churches,  after 
such  form  and  manner  as  shall  be  deemed  most  conducive  to  the  edlflcatlon  of  each 
church. 

Article  76.  Such  as  obstinately  reject  the  admonition  of  the  Consistory,  likewise 
such  as  have  committed  a  public,  or  otherwise  gross  offence,  shall  be  suspended  from 
the  Lord's  Supper.  And  if,  while  under  suspension,  and  after  repeated  admonition, 
he  shows  no  sign  of  penitence,  the  extreme  remedy,  namely,  excommunication,  shall 
be  resorted  to,  agreeably  to  the  Form  given  therefor,  and  to  the  Word  of  God.  But 
no  one  shall  be  excommunicated  except  with  the  previous  advice  of  the  Classls. 

Article  77.  Before  excommunication  is  resorted  to,  the  obstinacy  of  the  offender 
shall  be  made  known  publicly  to  the  congregation,  by  a  statement  of  the  offences 
committed,  as  also  of  the  diligence  shown  in  reproving  him ;  of  his  suspension  from 
the  Lord's  Supper  and  of  the  manifold  admonitions  given  him ;  the  congregation  also 
shall  be  exhorted  to  take  him  in  hand  and  to  pray  for  him.  Such  procedure  shall 
be  comprised  in  three  several  steps :  In  the  flrst  instance,  the  name  of  the  offender 
shall  not  be  mentioned,  that  he  may  in  some  measure  be  spared.  In  the  second, 
with  the  advice  of  the  Classis,  his  name  shall  be  expressed.  In  the  third,  the 
congregation  shall  be  informed  that  unless  he  repent,  he  shall  be  excluded  from  the 
fellowship  of  the  churches ;  so  that,  if  he  remain  obstinate,  his  excommunication  may 
take  place  with  the  tacit  consent  of  the  churches.  The  time  Intervening  between 
these  admonitions  shall  be  left  to  the  judgment  of  the  Consistory. 

Article  78.  When  an  excommunicated  person  becomes  penitent,  and  desires  to  be 
reconciled  again  with  the  congregation,  an  announcement  shall  be  made  thereof  to 
the  congregation,  either  before  the  celebration  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  or  on  some 
other  seasonable  occasion,  that.  In  case  no  one  makes  objection,  he  may  at  the  next 
following  Lord's  Supper,  be  publicly  received  again,  on  declaring  his  repentance, 
according  to  the  Form  therefor. 

Article  79.  If  Ministers  of  the  Word  of  God,  Elders  or  Deacons,  commit  any  public 
and  gross  sin,  which  is  a  disgrace  to  the  Church,  or  punishable  by  the  Civil  Authority, 
such  Elders  or  Deacons  shall  upon  the  Judgment  of  their  Consistory  and  of  that  of 
the  nearest  congregation,  be  at  once  deposed  from  their  office;  but  such  Ministers 
shall  be  suspended,  and  it  shall  be  left  to  the  Judgment  of  the  Classis  whether  they 
are  to  be  deposed  from  the  ministry. 

Article  80.  Furthermore,  among  the  gross  sins  which  deserve  being  punished  with 
suspension  or  deposition  from  the  ministry,  these  are  the  chief:  false  doctrine  or 
heresy,  public  schism,  open  blasphemy,  simony,  faithless  desertion  of  one's  office,  or 
intrusion  into  that  of  another,  perjury,  adultery,  fornication,  theft,  acts  of  violence, 
habitual  drunkenness,  brawllngs,  scandalous  gains ;  In  short  all  such  sins  and  gross 
offences  which  render  the  perpetrator  Infamous  before  the  world,  and  which,  in  any 
private  member  of  the  church,  would  be  considered  worthy  of  excommunication. 
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Article  81.  The  ministers  of  the  Word,  Elders  and  Deacons  shall  exercise  ChriBtliB 
Discipline  among  themselves,  and  In  a  friendly  spirit  exhort  one  another  at  to  the 
administration  of  their  offices. 

Article  82.  To  those  who  remove  out  of  the  congregation  a  certiflcate  or  ttttl* 
monial  of  conduct  shall,  by  advice  of  the  Consistory,  be  given,  under  the  seal  of  tlit 
churches,  or  where  there  is  no  seal,  signed  by  two  persons. 

Article  83.  Furthermore,  the  Poor,  who  for  sufficient  reasons  remove,  shtU  be 
assisted  by  the  Deacons  according  to  their  discretion.  Also  on  the  back  of  tlieii 
certificates  shall  be  endorsed  the  places  to  which  they  want  to  go,  and  the  aid  wbleh 
has  been  given  them. 

Article  84.  No  church  shall  exercise  any  authority  over  other  churches ;  no  mlBii* 
ter  over  other  ministers ;  no  elder  or  deacon  over  other  elders  or  deacons. 

Article  85.  In  non-essentials,  Foreign  Churches  shall  not  be  rejected,  whoie  cqi- 
toms  differ  from  ours. 

Article  86.  These  Articles,  relating  to  the  lawful  regulations  of  the  churches  ire. 
with  common  consent,  so  formulated  and  adopted,  that  if  the  benefit  of  the  Chordi 
should  require  it,  they  may  and  ought  to  be  altered,  enlarged  or  diminished.  No 
particular  congregation,  Classls  or  Synod,  however,  shall  be  permitted  to  do  this ;  bot 
all  shall  diligently  observe  them  until  the  Grenerai  or  National  Synod  shall  otbenrlie 
order. 

Thus  done  and  determined  in  the  National  Synod  held  at  Dordrecht  on  Mty  28, 
1619.     In  testimony  whereof,  we  subscribe  our  names. 

Signed  by,        Johannes  Boogermannus,  President  of  the  Synod. 
Jacobus  Bolandus,  Adsessor. 
Hermanns  Fankellus,  Adsessor  of  the  President. 
Sebastianus  Damman,  Secretary  of  Synod. 
Festus  Hommius,  Secretary  of  Synod. 


Tub  General  Convention  of  Xew  York  and  Xew  Jersky,  to 
THE  Classis  of  Amsteudam,  Oct.  15-18,  1771.  Vol.  33, 
Page  347.     Xo.  451. 

(Abstract.) 

A  letter  from  the  Convention  of  ministers  and  Elders  of  the  Reformed  Datcb 
Churches  In  the  Province  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  held,  at  the  kind  reqnM* 
of  the  Rev.  Co<  sistory  of  New  York,  at  that  place,  on  the  15th,  16th,  17th  and  18tii 
of  October,  1771,  for  the  purpose  of  devising  measures  for  the  peace  and  Unity 
of  the  Churches.  The  letter  was  dated  Oct.  18,  1771,  and  signed  by  Jobn  H. 
Livingston,  S.  S.  TH.  Doctor,  V.  D.  M.  Neo  Bborgeo,  President;  Isaak  Bjsdy^ 
V.  D.  M.  of  Fishkill,  etc.,  Scriba,  and  Eilardus  Westerlo,  V.  D.  M.  of  Albany,  Scrfl*- 

They  mention  that  our  letters  to  the  brethren  of  the  Conferentle  and  Coettf 
were  duly  received  by  their  Revs. ;  that  thereupon  the  Consistory  of  New  York  bid 
invited  all  the  churches  to  convene  there  for  the  purpose  of  planning  for  t 
desirable  Union ;  that  most  of  them  shortly  after  did  convene ;  that  from  varioos 
reports  concerning  those  absent,  it  appeared  to  them  that  the  greater  number  of 
them  bad  stayed  away  on  account  of  domestic  inconveniences,  so  that  they  cberisbed 
the  hope  that  the  Plan  of  Union  would  be  to  their  satisfaction  also. 

This  Plan,  as  recorded  in  the  minutes  of  the  Convention  held  from  tbe  ^^^ 
to  the  18th  day  of  October,  they  have,  as  they  write,  the  honor  of  sending  us  wltb  da« 
obligation,  along  with  their  letter;  humbly  and  earnestly  asking  us  to  coosi^^ 
the  same  as  soon  as  possible,  and.  In  accordance  with  the  general  'Irish  of  ^^ 
churches  convened,  to  give  it  their  approbation. 

They  declare  that  they  flatter  themselves  with  the  hope  that  this  beginning  o 
peace,  love  and  concord  will  be  peculiarly  agreeable  to  us ;  inasmuch  as  oar  ctr^ 
for  God's  Church  in  that  country  makes  them  feel  confldent  that  we  (the  ClaB**'^" 
eppecially  after  the  happily-concluded  Union,  which  they  (the  two  parties^  b»^ 
also  earnestly  desired  to  see — that  we  will  be  pleased  with  what,  in  detalli  t^^ 
have.  In;  the  Interests  of  their  churches,  taken  the  liberty  to  lay  before  us  for  <^°'' 
consideration  and  advice. 
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They  add  tb&t  our  very  Inflnentlal  approbation  is  of  so  great  consequence  that, 
withoat  it,  nothing  at  all  coald  be  accomplished;  and  that  its  influence  npon  the 
IndiTidnal  chnrches  will  be  so  strong,  that  it  will,  as  they  hope,  move  them  the 
Mtoner  and  die  more  readily  toward  a  general  and  firmly  established  Union. 

They  ask  for  a  favorable  aiid  early  answer;  and  close  their  letter  with  a  prayer 
for  the  Lord's  choicest  blessing  upon  our  persons,  churches  and  Assembly. 

In  a  postscript  they  mention  that  they  had  omitted  to  record  in  the  Minutes 
of  their  CouYOition  the  fact  that  Rey.  Hermanus  Meyer  fully  and  cheerfully  agreed 
with  them  respecting  these  Articles  of  Union. 


CiLUKCll  OF  XeW  YoEK. 

New  York,   Oct   30th,   1771. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name, 

The  President  reported  the  proceedings  of  the  Assembly,  held  as  a  result  of  the 
circular  letter  of  this  body,  When  the  Minutes  of  the  said  Assembly  were  read, 
and  submitted  for  the  Judgment  of  the  Consistory,  they  fully  approved  them, 
with  thanks  to  God  for  his  care  for  his  church  shown  therein. 

Resolved,  That  we  send  a  letter  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  and  answer 
their  esteemed  favor  of  June  [or  Jan  ?]  8th,  so  as  to  advise  them  of  the  Union  thus 
happily  effected.  This  letter  runs  thus :  (Not  inserted ;  but  see  abstract  following.) 
Resolved,  That  we  seitd  a  copy  of  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Meeting  to  the 
Consistory  of  Kingston,  with  a  letter  from  this  Consistory,  strongly  urging  a 
settlement  of  matters  In  that  congregation,  and  offering  a  helping  hand  therein. 

Signed  etc, 

J.  Rltzema,  p.  t.  rresident. 

CONSISTOKV   OF   XkVV    YoKK      (PeR  J.    II.    LiVINGSTON,   S.    S.    Til. 

Dr.,  Y.  D.  M.,  Xew  Ebor.  II.  T.  Syxodi  Pilvesks),  to  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Oct.  18,  [30?]  1771.  Vol.  33, 
PAGE.S  344-7.     Xo.  450. 

(Abstract.) 

They  luforni  us  that  they  have  duly  received  our  letter  of  Jau.  8,  1771,  and 
^bank  ur  for  the  pnins  taken  with  tholr  last  call;  that  evory thing  has  been  carried 
kn  as  they  desired;  that  they  now  trust  that  they  will  have  the  Lord's  approval, 
together  with  the  blessings  of  peace,  unity  and  true  edification,  which  we  have 
lo  heartily  desired  in  their  behalf. 

They  declare  that  it  affords  them  groat  joy  to  learn  from  our  letter,  as  from 
kther  sources,  that  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  churches  in  their  country 
ire  so  closely  bound  up  in  onr  hearts,  and  that  they  count  themselves  happy  in 
obtaining  onr  approval  of  their  efforts  to  promcfte  peaco  there. 

They  report  that  at  the  ho^inning  of  September,  1771.  i\\pj  sent  out  Pfrcnlar 
letters  to  all  the  brethren  of  both  parties,  with  the  request  that  they  shonia  meet 
nrtth  them  in  New  York  on  the  15th  of  October:  and  that,  with  the  ex<M>ptlon  of 
hose  who  were  prevented  by  domestic  aflTalrs,  etc.,  all  the  brethren  canio  thither 
It  the  time  appointed:  and  that,  after  a  four  days  session,  to  their  mntual  satis- 
faction and  rejoicinpT,  they  united  with  one  another  in  the  way  indicated  by  the 
^.rtlcles  of  the  Convention  sent  ns. 

They  write,  that,  as  our  letters  have  been  the  foundation  of  their  T'lilnn.  and 
the  Plan  (of  Union)  proposed  l)y  us  has  been  followed  as  closely  as  possible  In  the 
Articles  of  their  Union,  they  have  reason  to  hope  also  that  this  Plnn  will  be 
airroeable  to  all  the  chnrches  in  that  country.  Their  wish,  therefore.  Is.  that  the 
Classis  may  be  pleased  to  take  this  whole  Plan,  as  it  Is.  and  approve  it  without 
making  any  Important  changes  in  it,  in  order  that  the  confirmation  of  It,  by  our 
consent,  may  make  their  peace  and  TTnity.  now  eflTccteil,  more  readily  ae<-eptable 
to  all.  and  enduring  In  the  days  to  come. 
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They  add  that  the  names.  ConTentu»  and  Coetiis,  are  not  mentioned  at  all  ta 
the  Plan;  but  that  they  had  used  only  those  of  *' Particular  *'  and  "Oenenl 
Assemblies":  (Bysondere  on  Algcmeene  Vergraderlngen.  equivalent  to  Clttilt  tad 
local  Synods;)  seeing  that  the  old  name  of  Coetus  was  so  disagreeable  In  tittt 
country,  that  It  was  to  be  feared  that  many,  who  care  more  for  names  tltta 
things,  solely  on  account  of  the  name  might  not  unite  with  them:  and  tliat  the 
name  of  "  Conrentus  ".  beiug  equivalent  to  that  of  the  Assembly  of  Eptteoptl 
ministers,  would  not  be  so  suitable  for  them. 

They  further  write,  that,  because  of  our  distance  from  them.  It  was  Impos- 
sible that  we  should  have  as  good  a  knowledge  of  the  particular  domestic  drcon* 
stances  of  their  churche;*.  as  those  who  are  on  the  ground:  they,  therefore,  tike 
the  liberty  to  observe,  that  they  who  are  residing  there  under  an  English  Goven- 
ment.  (En^selsche  Regering)  have  been,  by  their  beloved  (civil)  authorities,  (be- 
mlnde  overlgheyt)  established  in  their  liberties  (voorrechten)  and  eccleslastlcil 
privileges  as  a* "  Netherland  Church";  and  that  they  are,  also,  surrounded  bj  a 
number  of  denominations,  all  of  which  hold  them  in  high  regard  for  the  take  of 
their  name,  and  because  they  are  one  with  the  famous  '*  Netherland  Ztoa.** 
(Neederlandsche  Zlon).  This  shows  how  necessary  it  is  for  them  to  show  In  all 
things,  that  they  are  a  *'  Netherland  (HoUandsche)  Chnrch  "  in  fact,  and  tliat  they 
hold  themselves,  not  only  to  the  Doctrine,  but,  as  far  as  possible  also  to  the  Fons 
of  Government  established  by  the  Synod  of  Dordrecht,  1618,  1619.  Therefore,  not 
only  because  of  the  esteem  in  which  they  are  held,  bat  also  for  their  (cItU) 
safety,  It  would  be  well  for  them  to  have  the  very  names  and  form  of  GorerD* 
ment  of  the  churches  In  Holland;  but  that,  while  they  have  their  hearts  set  oat 
very  close  connection  (sterke  verblntenlsse)  with  their  Mother  Chnrch,  this  cob* 
nection  cannot  so  well  be  maintained  If  they  used  the  names  of  "Classes"  tod 
"  Synods  ";  for  that  reason,  therefore,  they  desire  to  retain  the  names  of  Partlcnlir 
and  General  Assemblies,  (which  the  Convention  adopted.) 

They  next  declare  that  they  feel  assured  of  the  fact  that  the  agreeable  reporti 
of  their  so  happily  effected  Peace  will  cause  us  joy ;  and  that  they  charlali  til 
good  hope,  that  the  Lord,  who  has  now  at  the  ontset,  so  signally  blest  them,  mif 
continue  with  them,  and  establish  there  (In  America)  a  flonrishlng  Eccleslasticil 
Body  (Kerk-Staat),  a  true  New  Netherland,  a  daughter  who  shall  be  an  hnoor  to 
her  respected  Mother,  and.  If  needs  be,  a  Pella  (unto  which  the  oppressed  mny  flee). 

Whereupon  they  close  their  letter  with  the  wish  that.  In  our  persons,  oor 
sacred  ministry  and  everything  which  Is  precious  to  us,  we  may  enjoy  the  graciooJ 
nearness  and  blessing  of  the  Lord. 

To  this  letter  they  add  a  Postscript  of  the  following  import: 

That,  without  doubt,  the  accompanying  Plan  (of  Union)  Is  best  fitted  to  promote 
peace  and  good  order  among  the  churches ;  and  that,  for  that  reason,  a  fall  (f^ 
l^oomen)  approbation  of  it  Is  desirable;  but  that  nevertheless,  since  these  Artlclef 
liave  been  referred  to  all  the  churches,  It  might  happen  that  some  observations  or 
some  fresh  suggestions — things  of  which  they  had  not  thought  In  drawing  op  tbe 
Articles — might  come  In.  They,  therefore,  ask  us  to  consider  whether  our  ippr*" 
bation  of  this  Plan  (of  Union)  might  not  be  so  worded,  that  it  would  leave  tbe 
churches  free,  yea,  even  oblige  them  to  make  such  further  additions  and  domestic 
regulations  (bepaallngen)  as  the  welfare  of  the  churches  might  require. 

• 

Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  Clark,  of  the  Associate  Reformed  Chubch 
OF  Salem,  X.  Y.  to  Rev.  Dr.  Eilardus  Westerlo  of  Albany, 
X.  Y. 

New   Perth,   N.   Y.   Nov.  12,  iTil 
Rev.  and  dear  Brother: — 

"Your  favor  of  the  first  current  I  received  with  much  Joy.  because  of  the  Jl*" 
tidings  of  peace  being  restored  to  your  Churches  upon  so  good  a  plan.  I  aiD  ^^ 
call,  and  Invite  my  praying  friends  here  to  come  even  to  the  throne  of  grace  ^^ 
praises  and  thanksgivings,  in  behalf  of  our  Elder  sister,  the  Dutch  Charcli«  tbst 
has  these  many  years  by  gone  been  torn  and  broken  with  distractions  and  di- 
visions. I  never  expected  to  see  Satan's  schemes  so  subverted;  for  he  is  a  W^^ 
of  discord   among   brethren.    We   are   next   week,   Deo  volente,   to   hare  a  po^^^^ 
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tbanksgivlng  In  the  congregation  for  the  Lord's  goodness  In  granting  so  fine  a  crop, 
and  to  pleasant  weather,  etc.;  and  among  the  several  grounds  of  thanksgiving  that 
day,  we  resolve  publicly  to  mention  that  of  peace  being  restored  to  the  dear 
Dutch  Chnrches,  who  succoured  our  persecuted  Mother  Chnrch  of  Scotland  long 
28  years,  by  hospitably  entertaining  her  banished  pious  ministers  and  people,  and 
by  educating  her  students  in  their  several  Universities,  when  they  dare  not  open 
a  book  or  wear  a  gown  in  any  college  of  Scotland.  Is  not  this  the  answer  of 
prayer  to  some  In  New  Perth? 

'*  But  the  Infant  peace  Is  yet  young  and  tender,  and  has  need  to  be  carefully 
watched  and  nursed.  Batnn  will  cast  a  flood  to  destroy  It  yet,  but  the  God  of 
peace  lives,  and  reigns,  and  slumbers  not,  nor  sleeps.  Now  In  gratitude  to  God  for 
this  peace,  some  reformation  should  be  made:  family  prayers  and  praises  recom- 
mended from  Job's  example;  Job  1:5:  Vs.  xcll.  1,  2;  more  careful  and  strict  obser- 
vation of  the  Sabbath,  etc. 

'*  One  seal  of  my  ministry  died  here  last  week.  May  God  raise  up  another 
praying  person  in  his  place. 

'*  That  the  Lord  may,  by  your  ministry,  turn  many  sinners  to  be  saints.  Is  the 
weak  prayer  of  your  much  obliged  servant, 

"Thomas   Clark." 

**Xew  Perth"  Is  now  Salem,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  John  Kitzema,  to  the  Olassis  of  Amsterdam,  Xov.  27, 

1771.     Vol.  33,  Page  362,  Xo.  454. 

(Abstract.) 

He  writes  that,  as  he  had  received  no  answer  to  his  "Defense"  In  his  last  com- 
manlcatlon  to  us,  he  had  found  it  necessary  to  withdraw  from  the  Convention, 
called  by  the  Consistory  of  New  York,  for  several  reasons:  not  the  least  of  which 
wer£  that  he  could  not  agree  with  the  action  of  the  Consistory ;  and  that  he  saw 
that,  for  them,  his  opposition  would  have  only  disagreeable  consequences. 

He  encloses  in  his  letter  two  Extracts  from  the  Acts  of  the  Consistory  of  New 
York,  containing  a  proposition  and  resolution  of  that  Consistory  to  direct  matters 
In  a  way  communicated  to  us  In  their  letter  of  Oct.  18,  1771,  that  all  past  diflS- 
culties  shall  be  wiped  out,  and  all  the  brethren  unite  with  one  another  In  love.  In 
an  N.  B.,  he  reveals  his  dissatisfaction  therewith,  because  the  letters  wore  also 
written  to  the  Rev.  Meyer,  who  was  under  discipline,  and  to  the  illegally  ordained 
ministers  of  the  Coetus,  who  had  been  introduced  against  the  pleasure  of  the 
chnrches,  as  well  as  to  those  who  were  legally  ordained. 

He  writes  that  half  of  the  Conferentle  brethren  were  unable  to  b^  present,  and 
that  those  who  were  there  told  him  that  they  were  compelled  to  approve  the  Acts 
adopted,  under  the  throat  of  having  a  **Woe"  pronounced  against  them. 

He  then  declares  that  he  will  await  the  result,  having  no  intention  to  go  to  any 
direct  trouble  In  the  matter,  one  way  or  the  other,  unless  his  character  were 
assailed;  and  concludes  with  congratulating  our  Assembly. 

The  CoNsisToitY  ov  Kingston  to  the  Classis  ok  Amsti:ui.»am, 
Xov.  30,  1771.     Vol..  3:J,  Page  300.     X^o.  433. 

Signed  by  four  rldors;  Honjiimin  Loew,  Adrian  AVvnkoop,  Jacobus 
Eltinpo,  rToiiJitlian  Klinondorf ;  and  four  deacons;  Comelis  Beek- 
man,  Garret  Van  Wagenen,  Tobias  Van  Keuren,  and  Henriens 
Jansen,  Jr. 

(Abstract.) 

Th<'y  write  that  they  had  reroived  an  invitation  :o  meet  with  the  brethren  at 
New  York  on  the  15th  of  October,  (1771);  that,  thereupon,  two  of  them,  Jacobns 
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Eltinge  and  Adrlaan  Wynkoop,  went  down,  but  with  no  other  authority  than  to  be 
lookers  on,  at  that  Convention,  and  they  to  bring  In  their  report. 

They  request  that  we  do  not,  therefore,  consider  them  as  consenting;  and  tint, 
by  virtue  of  the  Articles,  we  do  not  force  Rev.  (Hermanus)  Meyer  upon  tliem, 
inasmuch  as  Rev.  Meyer  has,  from  the  beginning  of  the  censure  until  now,  shown 
himself  persistent  in  his  obstinacy— a  fact  which  we,  according  to  their  commnniet- 
tion  can  make  out  from  the  copy  of  a  letter  written  by  his  Rev.,  and  lodosed  In 
their  letter. 

They  report  that  Rev.  Meyer,  while  under  censure,  has  until  now,  preached  in  i 
private  house  and  administered  the  sacrHments.  They  declare  him  to  be  a  tIo- 
lator  of  good  order,  despite  the  fact,  as  they  write,  that  he  is  highly  honored  hj 
others.  They  add  that  they  wish  him  no  ill,  but  every  success,  and  have  no  objec- 
tion to  his  being  restored,  if  only  such  restoration  is  not  made  In  relation  to  tbelr 
own  church. 

They  further  write,  that  as  we  had  found  no  person  to  accept  their  call  made  in 
the  year  1766,  and  as  they  had  been  informed  of  our  being  In  receipt  of  their  revo- 
cation of  the  call,  Oct.  10,  1770,  they  had,  owing  to  the  great  necessity  and  pres- 
sure of  the  church,  considered  themselves  obliged  to  send  out  a  call  to  another:  in 
answer  to  which  they  are  expecting  soon  to  be  provided  with  a  capable  paitor 
and  teacher. 

Whereupon  they  conclude  with  congratulations. 

The  copy  of  the  letter  written  by  Rev.  Meyer,  to  whom.  Is  not  mentioned,  dtted 
Kingston,  Feb.  4,  1767,  is  of  the  following  import: 

That  those  to  whom  the  letter  is  written  are  aware  of  the  fact,  that  be,  after 
they  had  not  hesitated  to  put  him  under  censure,  took  the  trouble  to  call  together 
the  elders  of  their  American  Reformed  Churches,  what  elders,  are  not  mentioned, 
and  to  lay  before  them  for  their  decision,  the  notion  taken  against  him;  that  at 
their  meeting,  held  at  Kingston  on  May  8th,  and  some  days  following.  In  tbe  jtv 
17GG.  they  Judged  the  censure  to  be  unfair,  unjust  and  unchristian,  and  accord- 
ingly Justified  Meyer;  that  all  the  time  he  has  accepted  the  decision  of  that  meeting, 
and  would  continue  to  do  so,  and  accordingly  had  nothing  to  do  with  any  other 
Judgment;  but  he  asked  and  desired  that  they  trouble  him  no  further  about  any- 
thing, as  he  considered  them  in  no  sense  his  Judges,  and  did  not  think  that  thej 
could  nullify  the  Judgment  of  the  Higher  Assembly,  whose  help  he  had  invoked. 

He  continues:  **If,  however,  your  Kevs.,  us  appears  from  your  letter,  want  to 
go  on,  as  for  a  long  time  you  have  done,  with  oppressing  and  murdering  me;  If  nijr 
Consistory,  instead  of  making  peace,  want  to  continue,  under  your  leadership,  to 
persecute  me  to  the  utmost,  so  let  it  be!     Behold,  here  am  I  for  a  sacrifice,  etc." 

He  concludes  with  a  declaration  that,  with  all  his  interests,  he  had  given  him- 
self over  to  the  Lord;  and  that  he  would  further  consign  his  controversy  to  Him. 
as  a  God  who  Judges  righteously. 

P.  S.     Vol.  33,  page  369.  No.  400. 

They  write  that  our  letter  of  July  12.  1771,  came  duly  to  hand,  and  that,  to  their 
great  surprise,  they  had  seen  from  it,  that  we  had  returned  to  them  the  call,  which, 
however,  they  had  not  received;  being  unable  also  to  find  out  where  it  had  gone. 

They  thank  us,  nevertheless,  for  our  care  on  their  behalf.  They  mention  al«>, 
that  Rev.  Meyer  Is  greatly  abusing  our  refusal  to  give  them  a  written  release  (fwo 
Meyer)  so  as  to  carefully  avert  a  fresh  alienation;  drawing  therefrom  the  conclu- 
sion that  he  Is  still  a  legal  minister  of  their  church;  whereas  they  could  not  recog- 
nize him  as  such  on  account  of  the  censure  imposed  oa  him  and  approved  by  the 
Classis.  On  the  strength  of  that  conclusion  he  had  ventured  to  protest  agalnw 
the  calling  of  another  minister.  Wherefore  they  wished,  indeed,  that  we  had 
written  somewhat  more  earnestly  on  that  matter,  so  as  to  have  deprived  hio  w 
the  opportunity  to  plague  them.     They  close  with  congratulations. 
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K'oTEs  OF  AN  Argument  Before  the  Court  of  Chancery  on 
Behalf  of  the  Minister  of  Jamaica  Church.     (1771  ?) 

(On  the  meaning  of  the  Ministry  Act.) 

New  York  Cur.  Cane. 

Kever'd   Joshna   Bloomer 

agt. 
Hlncksman   and   Edsal. 

After  briefly  stating  the  Bill  &  answer  we  shall  observe  that  the  Merits  of  this 
Cause  have  in  a  great  Measure  been  exhausted  upon  the  Solemn  Arguments  which 
arot»e  upon  the  Demurrer— That  for  this  Reason  &  to  prevent  useless  Altercation 
with  respect  to  Subjects  on  which  the  Court  has  received  full  information  it  was 
thought  proper  to  take  his  Excellency's  Directions  in  the  further  Prevention  of  this 
Controversy.  That  his  Excellency  the  last  Term  was  pleased  to  communicate  the 
I'oints  uiM>n  which  he  was  in  doubt  and  to  desire  that  the  farther  arguments  might 
be  confined  to  these  only— (to  wit).- 

1st.  Whether  as  the  Act  directs  that  the  money  to  be  raised  for  the  Support  of 
the  Ministry  shall  be  drawn  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Church  Wardens,  by  Order 
from  the  Justices  and  Vestrymen  &  not  otherwise— the  Court  has  power  to  compel 
thom  to  pay  the  Salary  by  Decree?— and— 

2ndly.  Whether  these  are  proper  and  sufficient  Parties  before  the  Court  to  justify 
a  Decree? 

The€ie  two  enquiries  therefore  shall  be  the  Subject  of  the  present  Argument. 
The  Answer,   where  It  might  favor  the  Complaint,  is  expressed  with  extreme 
Caution.     And  even  his  Ordination,  as  an  Episcopal  Minister;  his  Induction  to  the 
living;  and  the  faithful  Discharge  of  the  Duties  of  his  Function  are  not  admitted. 
But  these  Facts  are  clearly  established  by  the  Evidence  noted  in  the  Margin.' 

We  proceed  to  the  first  Point  directed  to  be  argued— Whether  the  Court  can 
relieve,  the  Words  of  the  Act  being  that  the  Money  shall  be  paid  by  Order  of  the 
Justices  and  Vestry  &  not  otherwise?  And  in  speaking  to  this  Point  we  shall  lay 
down  and  maintain  the  following  Propositions. 

Ist.  That  the  Acts  in  Question  being  expressly  made  to  suppress  Vice  Sc  Pro- 
faneness  and  for  the  advancement  of  Religion  are  to  be  taken  by  Equity  and  liber- 
ally expounded  to  obtain  as  far  as  possible  the  Ends  which  they  propose.' 

ir.  That  whenever  a  Case  is  distinguished  from  others  of  the  like  Nature  by 
unusual  Circumstances  which  create  a  personal  &  particular  Inconvenience,  Equity 
will  relieve.' 

III.  That  Equity  will  relieve  against  a  Party  who  strictly  speaking  has  done 
nothing  Illegal  when  a  particular  Burthen  or  Hardship  lies  upon  the  Complaint^— 
And  here  we  shall  show  that  this  case  is  attended  with  such  Hardship  and 
Inconvenience. 

By  the  Act  the  Church  Wardens  ought  to  have  paid  the  Complainant  his  Salary 
Quarterly. 

It  Is  admitted  by  the  Answer  that  they  have  not  paid  him  a  Farthing  for  years. 
He  demapded  a  warrant  and  Order  from  the  Justices  and  Vestry  assembled,  for 
the  Payment  of  his  Salary  which  they  absolutely  refused. 

Thro'  this  Act  of  Injustice  although  the  Church  Wardens  admit  by  their  answer 
that  they  are  possessed  of  this  Money  yet  has  he  no  means  to  compel  the  Pay- 
ment  but  by  a  Course  of  Equity. 

'Exhibits  D. E. F.  proved  by  Dr.  Auchmuty  Mr.  Inglls  In  answer  to  Complt.  6th 
Interrog.  The  60'.  61st.  62nd.  63rd.  &  64th.  Instructions  to  Sir  Henry  Moore ;  Sir 
Henry  Moores  original  Collation  Institution  &  Letters  of  Induction  under  the  pre- 
rogative Seal. 

Dr.  Auchmuty  &  Mr.  Inglis  In  Answer  to  Complt.  8th  Interrog.  All  the  Complt. 
Witnesses  In  Answer  to  his  llth  Interrog. 

» Preamble  to  the  first  Act.    Str.  253.    Piercy's  Case  No.  6.157. 

•10  Mod.  1. 

♦Ca.  Ld  Talbot's  time  40.    VIn.  Ch.  288.    1  Harrison  46. 
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Must  It  not  then  be  evidently  unconscionable  that  the  IntentiMi  of  the  Iiegi» 
lature  should  be  disappointed;  the  Complainant  defrauded;  &  the  DefCDdtnti 
suffered  to  pocket  the  Money  and  convert  it  to  their  own  Benefit?  It  Is  indeed 
objected  that  by  the  Act  a  Warrant  for  their  Justification  is  necessary,  ft  that 
none  has  been  presented — To  which  it  is  answered — ^That  the  Decree  will  prore 
as  effectual  an  Indemnification  as  the  warrant  itself;  and  that  if  nothing  more 
than  their  safety  was  in  question  there  could  be  no  reason  for  objections. 

In  oiur  former  Argument  it  was  shown  that  at  Law  the  Complainant  bai  no 
Relief — That  the  Process  by  Mandamus  cannot  be  adequate  ;  And  it  was  not  eren 
asserted  that  he  could  maintain  an  Action  at  Law.  Besides  it  is  one  of  tbe 
great  Prerogatives  of  Equity,  and  which  is  daily  exercised,  to  give  a  special 
Remedy  for  the  very  thing  In  Question  even  where  the  Party  has  an  unquestionable 
Action  at  Law  for  Damages  for  the  Injury. 

If  then  a  Mandamus  would  have  been  proper  for  the  Complainant,  or  even  an 
Action  against  the  Justices  and  Vestry  for  Damages  for  withholding  the  Warrant 
still  It  is  conceived  that  his  way  must  have  been  open  for  a  special  Relief  In  tbla 
Court,  especially  as  a  Discovery  &  account  were  essential  to  fix  the  Sum  In  tbe 
Church  Wardens  Hand ;  for  which  alone  they  could  be  answerable. 

Equity  suffers  not  a  Right  to  be  without  a  Remedy.^ 
IV.  The  fourth  Proposition  we  shall  establish  will  it  is  conceived  remove  erery 
Difficulty  (to  wit)  that  Whenever  a  Case  is  attended  with  a  Combination  to  injme 
the  Party,  or  with  Fraud  or  Co4Iusion  Equity  will  relieve  against  the  expien 
words  of  a  Statute ;  and  that  even  where  the  Complainant  has  a  clear  Remedy  at 
Law. 

The  Authorities  upon  these  Points  are  taken  to  be  conclusive.* 

That  there  was  a  fraudulent  Combination  between  the  Church  Wardens  and  tlie 
Justices  and  Vestryment  to  alude  the  Act  and  prevent  the  issuing  the  Warrant,  to 
deprive  the  Complainant  of  his  Salary  &  to  raise  a  Purse  by  Subscription  to  defend 
any  suit  he  might  prosecute, — And  that  the  Defendant  Ekisal  was  very  actlre  If 
not  the  Author  of  this  Project  is  clear  from  the  Testimony  of  the  Witnesses. 

The  Bill  charges  that  there  was  such  a  Combination  actually  formed  to  drconi* 
vent  and  defraud  the  Complainant  and  in  the  Interrogatories  the  Defendants  are 
required  to  answer. — 

Whether  they  have  not  endeavored  to  prevent  the  Complainants  being  paid?— 
Whether  they  have  not  declared  he  should  not  be  paid? 

And  what  schemes  have  been  contrived  and  put  in  execution  to  prevent  his  being 
paid? 

In  answer  to  these  Questions — the  Defendants  deny  all  Contrivance  ComWnatlcn 
or  Confedracy  charged  in  the  Complainants  Bill ;  Declared  that  they  never  use  suj 
Means  Arguments  or  other  Devices  to  prevent  or  that  by  any  such  Ways  and  Mesa' 
Warrants  or  Orders  have  been  prevented,  by  and  from  the  Justices  &  Vestrymen 
iu  Behalf  of  the  Complainant. 

And  they  positively  deny  that  such  Refusal  has  been  made  at  their  Joint  or 
separate  request  or  by  their  joint  or  several  Means  Influence  Contrivance  Pro- 
curement etc. 

How  little  these  answers  consist  with  Candor  or  Truth  will  l>e  seen  from  tbe 
Deposition  noted  In  the  margin.' 

The  Circumvention  and  Fraud  thus  fully  established  we  insist  that  the  authorities 
clearly  apply,  and  that  the  power  of  the  Court  to  relieve  must  whatever  may  ^ 
the  Construction  of  the  act — be  manifest  and  unquestionable. 

As  to  the  lid  Head  of  Equity — Whether  there  are  sufficient  Parties  before  the 
Court  to  justify  a  Decree?     We  observe  1st  That  it  seems  to  be  involved  In  ^ 
first  Head ;  for  if  from   the  peculiar  Nature  &  Circumstances   of   this  Cans*  the 
Complainant  is  entitled  to  Relief  Independent  of  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  »c 
there  can  be  no  necessity  of  mnkinf?  the  Justices  or  Vestrymen  Parties,  who  n 
being  possessed  of  the  money,  could  be  called  upon  only  as  it  was  their  oflce 
make  out  the  Warrants  for  the  Salary. 


'Noy's  Maxims  No.  6. 

»1  Eq.  ab.  482  n  21 ;  2  pr  Wms.  154.  156.    Vin.  Ch.  Letter  S  n  1.  2 ; 
2  Eq.  Ab,  482  n  17  n  19  1  pr  Wms.  620.    Vin.  Fraud.  65  n  9.  .^  i4 

'Georpe  Rapelle  to  l2th  Interrog;  Nathaniel  Moore  to  Same:  Richard  Betts  to 
k  13th :  John  Bartis  to  12  Interrog;  Ellckim  Raymond  to  Same;  David  Roe  to  5an»'^» 
John  Aspinwall ;  Joseph  Bull. 
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On  this  principle  It  was  we  presume  that  the  Defendant's  Conn  ell  observed, 
'hen  his  Excellency's  Directions  were  communicated  that  this  last  point  would  be 
Btermlned  by  the  First, 

However  If  we  should  think  fit  from  a  Change  of  Sentiment  to  make  It  a  Subject 
r  further  Discussion  we  shall  Insist— 

1st.  That  the  making  the  Justices  &  Vestrymen  Parties  could  not  have  put  the 
defendant  in  a  better  conditiosi;  for  they  have  no  Interest  In  the  money  &  can 
either  be  benefited  or  prejudiced  by  a  Decree  which  will  be  equally  secure  for  the 
^fendants  as  If  they  had  been  called  in  as  Parties. 

2ndly,  It  is  totally  uncertain  by  the  act  which  two  of  the  numerous  Justices  in 
le  County  are  compellable  to  issue  the  Warrant.^ 

If  this  is  uncertain  the  Complainant  cannot  be  requested  to  make  any  of  them 
arties.  And  so  with  respect  to  the  Vestrymen  there  could  have  been  no  use  in 
laklng  them  Parties  because  they  could  do  no  act  independent  of  the  Justices 
nd  had  they  been  called  in,  the  bill  must  have  been  equally  exceptionable. 

Srdly.  The  Vestry  are  not  a  body  corporate  by  this  act  but  subject  every  year 

>  a  Dissolution  and  a  new  Body  Is  elected  who  are  totally  independent  of  the 
rst  and  not  answerable  for  their  neglect  or  Misconduct.  Consequently  the  Com- 
lainant  might  be  always  pursuing  a  Remedy  which  he  could  never  find. 

4thly,  It  Is  a  Rule  In  Equity  that  none  be  made  parties  but  who  can  be  bound 
y  a  Decree* — Now  the  only  Purpose  for  which  the  Justices  or  Vestry  could  be 
lade  Parties  must  be  to  comi)el  them  to  Issue  a  Warrant  to  the  Church  Wardens 

>  pay  the  Salary  to  the  Complainant. — ^And  this  could  only  have  given  the  Com> 
lainant  a  Cause  of  action  against  the  Defendts.  But  Chancery  never  decrees  a 
ult   (but?)  where  it  may  give  a  Remedy.* 

It  shall  not  be  an  Ilandmaid  to  the  other  Courts  to  beget  a  Suit  to  be  ended 
Isewhere. 

III.  It  may  be  necessary  to  apprize  the  Defendants  Counsel  that  we  shall  Insist 
limt  the  Complainant  is  not  only  entitled  to  a  Decree  for  all  the  monies  in  the 
:ands  of  the  Defendants  which  were  raised  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Minister  under 
lose  acts.     But  for  his  full  Costs  also  to  be  ascertained  by  his  oath. 

We  presume  that  Fraud  Combination  and  breach  of  Trust  are  clearly  made  out 
pdnst  the  Defendants  with  this  aggravating  Circumstance. 

(The  remainder  of  this  Doc.  consisting  of  a  few  lines  Is  destroyed.) 

—Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  Vol.  ill,  pp.  201-204. 

)ecree  of  His  Excellency  Wm.  Tryon  in  the  Cause  of  the 
Reverend    Mr.    Bloomer    and    the    Parish    of    Jamaica. 
(1770?) 

I  have  had  the  case  between  Mr.  Bloomer,  Minister,  and  the  (Hiurch  Wardens  of 
le  Parish  of  Jamaica  under  consideration  and  reviewed  It  with  all  the  deliberation 
hlch  its  importance  required. 

To  me  it  appears  clear  from  the  authorities  produced  and  arguments  advanced  In 
tie  hearing  of  this  cause  that  the  National  Church  of  England  is  established  within 
lis  Colony  that  the  provision  by  the  Ministry  Acts  In  question  was  Intended  and  can 
nly  be  applyed  for  the  support  of  the  Clergy  of  that  Church  &  In  that  Case  of  a 
ipse  the  Governor  by  virtue  of  his  delegated  authority  from  the  Crown  as  well  as 
y  the  terms  of  the  Acts  themselves  has  a  right  to  collate,  upon  these  principles  In 
eneral  I  am  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Bloomer  is  duly  collated  and  inducted  to  the  cure 
r  the  Parish  of  Jamaica,  that  his  Title  Is  well  established  &  that  he  Is  the  lawful 
Dcumbent. — I  do  therefore  Decree  that  the  Defendants  shall  on  or  before  the  4th 
ay  of  Juue  next,  at  the  Door  of  the  Parish  Church  of  Jamaica  and  between  the 
ours  of  ten  and  twelve  in  the  forenoon,  pay  Mr.  Bloomer  his  Salary  from  the  time 
f  his  Induction  on  the  23rd  day  of  May  1769  to  the  commencement  of  his  Suit  In 
lis  Court,  out  of  any  Moneys  that  may  have  accrued  under  the  Ministry  Act,  &  have 

>  Compare  Sect.  3  and  4. 

»Oilb.  Eq.  54.  .*'..'>.     1  Harris.  40;  3  pr  Wms.  311.  note  at  the  foot. 

•Noys  Maxims  35.     Vln.  Chanc.  401  n.  15.     Eq,  Ab.  130.  n  6. 
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been  received  by  the  Defendants  as  Church  Wardens  prior  to  the  filing  of  the  BlUt 
but  without  any  Interest. 

It  appears  from  the  answer  that  the  Defendants  according  to  the  adylce  of  tMr 
Counsel  were  in  doubt  of  the  validity  of  Mr.  BIoomer*s  Title  ft  there  hiflag 
hitherto*  been  no  Judicial  determination  upon  the  point  I  do  not  think  it  reasouUt 
to  order  them  to  pay  the  costs  which  therefore  must  be  sustained  by  the  respectlre 
parties.  And  as  to  the  Salary  which  has  accrued  to  Mr.  Bloomer  since  flllog  th« 
*  Bill,  it  cannot  properly  be  included  in  this  Decree.  But  I  however  do  recommend  to 
the  Parish  of  Jamaica  to  pay  all  arrears  of  Salary  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bloomer  that  an 
due  to  him  since  the  filing  of  the  Bill  as  any  delay  or  further  dispute  would  jastlj 
subject  them  to  the  payment  of  Cost. 
*  Wm.Tryoi. 

—Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  Vol.  ilL  pp.  204,  205. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
Acts  of  the  Deputies. 

January  10, 1771 
Ten  Brink,  President  of  the  Classical  Deputies. 
Draft  of  answer  written  to  Synodical  Deputies : 
Under  S  2.  we  find  the  following : 

Regarding  the  Coetus  of  New  York,  that  they  (the  I>eputle8)  must  enter  into  bo 
negotiations  with  them  until  they  receive  notice  to  do  so  from  the  Synod  and  oi; 
and  we  hold  to  what  was  written  by  us  to  them  more  than  once.t 

Bundle  92,  108,  at  the  Hifoo. 


Acts  or  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Xew  York. 

iTTi',  Jan.  14th.  §  10.  Further,  there  were  read  by  the  same 
Mt>ssr^.  Deputies  two  letters  from  Xew  York. 

1.  A  letter  from  the  United  Assembly  of  ministers  and  elders  in 
the  Provinces  of  Xew  York  and  Xew  Jersey,  dated  October  18, 
1771. 

2.  A  letter  from  the  Consistorv  of  Xew  York  of  the  same  date. 

3.  An  extract  from  the  transactions  of  the  said  Assemblv,  con- 
t^iining  a  Draft  of  Articles,  upon  which  Peace  has  been  effected? 
and  the  Brethren  have  united  together,  to  their  mutual  joy. 

4.  The  Rev.  Classis  having  listened  to  that  extract,  rejoices  wit 
one  mind  and  heart  at  this  very  im]X)rtant  event,  and  reoopuze^ 
Gixl's  ffoodness,  who  luis  inclined  their  hearts  to  Unity,  beyouu 
all  exj>ectation.  It  wishes  the  perpetual  continuance  thereof  fo^ 
over,  and  thanks  the  Committee  on  tliis  busiiu^s,  who  have  lalM>ro^ 

•I  have  since  been  informed  that  the  Parishioners  were  cast  In  a  suit  of  the  «*** 
kla«l  many  years  ago. 

+  Thev  had  as  yet  received  no  news  of  the  Union  effected  in  October  1771,  to  ^* 
York. 
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for  this  end,  with  so  much  zeal,  wisdom,  and  with  such  happy 
results. 

5.  The  Classis  also  listened  to  the  reply-  to  the  (yonsistory  of  New 
York,  as  well  as  that  to  the  General  Assembly  of  ministers  and 
elders  of  the  Province  of  Xew  York  and  Xew  Jersey.  Those  wero 
read  by  the  Committee,  and  unanimously  approved  by  this  Classis, 
as  very  appropriate  and  edifying,  and  the  ('ommittee  was  thanked 
for  tliem.     xiv.  275,  27G. 
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The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  Ratifies  the  Articles  of  Umon, 
Tuts  GiviXG  Virtual  Independence  to  tile  Dutch 
Churches  in  America. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Convention  of  ministers  and  Elders  in  the 
Provinces  of  New  Yorlc  and  New  Jersey,  approving  of  **  The  Articles  of  Union  " 
between  the  Coetus  and  the  Conferentie  parties,  thus  granting  them  substantial 
Independence,  Jan.  14,  1772. — Vol.  31,  pages  877  seq.  No.  224. 

To  the  Convention  of  United  Brethren,  Ministers  and  Elders  of  the  Reformed  Dutch 

Churches  in  New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

Reverend  and  Much  Respected  Brethren : — 

We  received  your  friendly  letter,  with  the  accompanying  docun«ents,  dated  October 

18th,  Just  previous  to  the  close  of  the  year,  and  In  season  to  present  them  at  the 

first  Classical  meeting  In  the  new  year,  that  they  misfht  take  them  into  consideration, 

and  communicate  the  result  of  their  deliberations  as  speedily  as  practicable.     We 

have  learned    from  the  documents  you  have  sent  to  us,  with  great  Joy,  that  the  God 

of  peace  has  Inclined  the  hearts  of  the  brethren,  long  divided  by  unhappy  conten- 

tlon,  to  seek  delightful  peace  and  reunion  in  brotherly  love ;  bo  that,  by  the  friendly 

invitation  of  the  Consistory  of  the  Church  in  New  York,  most  of  them  assembled  in 

that  city,  and,  after  a  session  of  four  days,  were  reconciled  and  united  to  each 

other.     We  also  learn  that  the  absent  brethren,  mostly  prevented  by  circumstances 

of  a  domestic  nature,  have  given  the  assured  hope  that  they  will  be  satisfied  with 

the  Plan  of  Union.     We  have  not  in  a  long  time  been  so  much  rejoiced  by  gratifying 

intelligence  from  our  churches  in  foreign  lands  as  by  that  now  received  from  you, 

which  is  "  good  tidings  from  a  far  country " ;  like  water,  refreshing  to  our  souls. 

weary  and  thirsty  by  reason  of  our  former  correspondence  in  relation  to  existing 

difficulties.     Well  may  we,  in  the  congregation  of  God's  people,  offer  up  our  Joyful 

songs  of  praise  to  the  God  of  peace.     We  desire,  with  our  whole  hearts,  and  in  pure. 

disinterested  love  to  the  brethren  and  the  church,  that  this  peace  and  union  may  be 

universal,  and  prove  perpetual.     The  pious  zeal  of  the  Consistory  of  New  Y'ork ;  the 

willinKness  and  readiness  of  the  brethren  to  respond  to  their  invitation  to  assemble 

in  convention ;  the  pious  and  edifying  character  of  their  deliberations  during  their 

Session  of  four  days ;  and  the  declared  assent  of  most  of  their  absent  brethren. 

Conspire  to  warrant  the  well-grounded  hope  that  such  will  be  the  result.     In  order 

Bpeedily  to  confirm  and  bring  to  conclusion  this  sacred  work  of  peace,  and  to  allow 

no  languor  or  delny.  we  have  in  our  Classical  meeting  attentively  read  and  maturely 

cronsidered   the  proposed   articles,   adopted  by   the   brethren   present   as  a  basis  of 

imlon.     These  Articles  essentially  correspond  with  the  Plan  heretofore  proposed  by 

>8,  and  appear  to  l>e  wisely  adapted  to  the  peculiar  circumstances  and  condition  of 

the  churches  of  New  York  and   New  Jersey.     The  Classis,  cordially  desirous  to  see 

peace  and  harmony  restored  and  established  nnioni;  their  brethren  In  the  common 

faith   in  America,  wish  it   lo  be  extensively  published,  that  they  have  heartily  and 

Unanimously  approved  the  Plun  of  Union,  without  proposing  any  alteration  or  addi- 
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tlon ;  and  they  express  their  ardent  hope  that  the  brethren  not  present  at  the  conTen* 
tlon  lately  held  In  New  York,  may  be  animated  with  the  same  zeal  lor  the  attaia- 
ment  of  peace  and  harmony,  and  adopt  the  Plan  of  Union  without  suggestiDg  any 
material  alteration. 

We  trust  that  our  full  approbation  will  tend  to  promote  this  most  desirable  end  In 
your  entire  unanimity.  Still,  the  general  couTentlon  of  the  united  brethren  and 
churches  not  only  claims  the  freedom,  but  (according  to  the  import  of  the  Articles 
now  approTed  by  us)  feels  itself  bound  further  to  make  such  stipulations  and  addi- 
tions as  the  Interests  and  welfare  of  the  churches  may  require.  We,  therefore, 
request  the  brethren  who  have  signed  the  Articles  of  the  Plan  of  Union  (baTiog 
entire  confidence  in  their  love  of  and  devotion  to  the  cause  of  peace)  to  employ  all 
their  efforts  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  proposed  object,  and  especially  to  seek 
the  reconciliation  of  the  church  at  Kingston  with  their  minister,  Rev.  H.  Meyer.  We 
are  rejoiced  to  hear  that  he  yielded,  with  the  other  brethren,  his  full  approbation  to 
the  Articles  of  Union,  and  hope  that  the  reconciliation  between  him  and  the  chorch 
may  soon  be  effected,  through  the  kind  mediation  of  the  brethren,  unto  mutual  satis« 
faction  and  rejoicing.  We  cheer  ourselves  with  the  hope  which  you  have  expresfcd 
to  us,  that  when  our  ready  and  full  approbation  of  the  Articles  of  Union  shall  be 
sent  to  those  particular  churches  which  have  not  signed  them.  It  will  exert  such  a 
strong  influence  as  to  lead  to  their  acquiescence  and  approbation.  Thus,  a  speedy 
adoption  of  the  Articles  as  conditions  of  peace,  will,  before  long,  bring  to  an  end  all 
divisions  and  dlssentlons,  cause  them  to  be  ever  forgotten,  and  unite  the  hearts  of 
the  brethren  so  closely  that  they  shall  continually  remain  a  well-cemented  body, 
abiding  in  one  spirit,  and  with  one  accord  striving  for  the  faith  of  the  Gospel. 

Thus  shall  the  Mother  Church  of  the  Netherlands  remain  In  close  connection  with 
her  daughter  dwelling  In  a  distant  country,  in  the  unity  of  faith  and  love,  and  boUt 
on  one  common  Constitution.     Thus,  also,  the  churches  of  New  York  and  New  Jerwy 
may  successfully  appeal  to  the  civil  authorities,  with  good  hope  of  success,  for  the 
maintenance   of   their   ecclesiastical   freedom   and    privileges,    preserving  folly  the 
character  of  Reformed   Dutch   Churches,   as  originally   organized.     Thus  may  our 
Reformed  Church  in  your  land.  In  the  midst  of  so  many  denominations  as  snrroimd 
her,  exhibit  the  beautiful  and  attractive  appearance  of  the  Lamb's  bridal  Chorcb, 
**  Fair  as  the  moon,  clear  as  the  sun,  and  terrible  as  an  army  with  banners."    Over 
your  peaceful  Church,  animated  by  truth   and   love,   inseparable,   united.  God  will 
command  his  "  blessing,  even  life  for  evermore."  even  as  *'  on  a  habitation  of  right- 
eousness  and   a   mountain   of   holiness,"   the   fragrance   of   which   shall   spread  all 
around,   and  attract  many   to   her  communion,   as   members   of  the   **  one  body  in 
Christ."     Nothing  can  prove  more  delightful  to  us  who  have,  with  a  dlslnterMtrf 
spirit,  strongly  exhorted  the  brethren  to  a  reconciliation  and  union,  and,  at  the  stm* 
time,  to  a  close  correspondence  with  the  Reformed  Church  of  Holland,  and  contlno«d 
attachment  to  her  faith  and  order,   than   henceforth  to  see  the  churches  of  New 
York  and  New  Jersey  a  true  Philadelphia,  where  the  Lord  loves  to  dwell.    For  this 
end  we  entreat.  In  behalf  of  the  brethren  and  churches,  the  direction  of  the  "  wisdom 
which  is  from  above,  which  is  first  pure,  then  peaceable,  gentle,  easy  to  be  entreated, 
full   of  good  fruits,  without  partiality,   and   without  hypocrisy."     May  the  heirti 
of  all  flow  together  into  one,  and  be  bound  together  in  love,  which  is  the  bond  of 
perfectness.     Thus  "  the  fruit  of  righteousness  shall  be  sown  in  peace  of  them  thit 
make  peace ;"  yea,  the  God  of  peace  shall  Impart  the  earnest  of  salvation  to  those 
on  whom  he  pronounces  the  blessedness  of  the  peacemaker,  and  furnish  therein  the 
evidence  of  their  heavenly  sonship.     Commending  you  to  God's  manifold  and  best 
blessing  for  this  and  continued  years,  yourselves,  your  families,  your  churches,  and 
ecclesiastical  assemblies, 

We  remain,  reverend  and  respected  brethren,  with  true  brotherly  love  and  regard, 
your  fellow-servants  and  brethren  in  Christ, 

N.  Tetterode, 
V.  D.  M.  Amst.  et  Dcp.  Classls  ad  res  exteras,  h.  t.  Praeses. 

.Tohannis  Arn.  Eck, 
V.  D.  M.  Amst.  et  Pep.  Classls  ad  res  exteras,  h.  t.  p.  Scriba, 
Amsterdam:     Done  in  Classical  Session,  Jan.  14,  1772. 
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3  Classis  of  Amstkijdam  to  the  Consistory  of  Xew  York, 
January  U,  1772.     Vol.  31,  Page  380.     No.  225. 

January  14,  1772. 
by  Sirs  and  Honored  Brethren : — 

ur  acceptable  letter  of  Oct.  30th.  1771,  with  that  of  the  United  Brethren  of  the 
inces  of  New  Yorlc  and  New  Jersey,  and  the  Proceedings  of  their  late  Meeting, 
eceived  even  before  the  end  of  the  year,  and  therefore  with  uncommon  dispatch. 
;e  we  are  enabled  at  our  first  Meeting  this  year  to  respond  to  the  request  of 
Tnited  Brethren,  still  farther  urged  by  you,  as  we  hereby  do. 
om  these  advices  we  learn  to  our  great  satisfaction  and  Joy,  and  with  hearty 
Its  to  the  God  of  Peace,  that  your  good  endeayors,  in  union  with  ours,  haye  had 
nit  prosperous  beyond  our  expectation.  In  the  attainment  of  the  long-wished  and 
:ki  for  Union  among  the  Brethren,  before,  unhappily  dlylded,  and  Uyliig  under 
■ent  names ;  so  that  the  most  of  them,  on  your  friendly  Inyltation,  assembled  In 
York  on  the  15th  of  October  last,  and  after  a  session  of  four  days  united  them- 
s  together,  to  their  mutual  joy,  on  the  basis  of  certain  Articles  submitted  to  us. 
congratulate  you  and  ourselves  on  this  first  good  result  of  the  seal  shown,  and 
I  taken  by  them,  and  must  regard  it  as  a  special  token  of  the  Divine  approval 
•ur  work ;  as  It  is  also  a  strong  Inducement  to  persevere  courageously  In  the  work 
Q  until  it  is  concluded. 

i  therefore  request  you,  ff  it  Is  necessary  to  encourage  those  who  are  convinced 
Dd's  approbation  of  their  work,  to  persist  therein  as  peace-makers,  and  to  vote 
Imously  with  the  brethren  already  united,  for  the  establishing  of  a  well-founded 
*a1  unity,  and  a  peaceful  brotherly  Association ;  in  hope  that  the  God  of  love  and 
;  will  crown  the  work  with  his  blessing,  to  your  perfection  and  our  mutual  joy. 

order  now  to  further  the  attainment  of  this  end,  and  not  to  occasion  the  least 
rnnce,  we  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  at  the  earliest  moment,  that  the 
•les  of  Peace  are,  so  far,  entirely  approved,  as  essentially  agreeing  with  the 

sent  over  by  us.  And  since  we  can  easily  conceive  that  to  make  the  Peace  and 
n  enduring,  a  further  determination  must  be  made  concerning  various  domestic 
ers,  wherein  we,  being  so  far  away,  cannot  so  well  judge  as  the  brethren  them- 
s,  who  know  the  particular  circumstances  of  their  congregations  and  the  laws 
e  land :  we,  therefore,  leave  to  the  General  Meeting  of  the  brethren,  after  they 
ne  united,  freedom  to  do  therein  whatever  the  peculiar  state  of  the  congrega- 

demands ;  provided  that  nothing  shall  be  done  contrary  to  the  substance  of  the 
.  or  the  resolutions  of  our  Synods,  which  must  always  remain  as  the  fixed  basis 
e  Union. 

ncerning  the  Professorate,  we  can  determine  nothing.  That  must  be  left  to  the 
ral  Meeting  of  the  brethren. 

^anwhile.  it  seems  to  us  that  possibly  in  the  pressing  necessity  there  Is  for  a 
»89or  of  Theology,  the  brethren  might  find  Ih  their  own  body  a  suitable  person, 
although  not  born  in  the  Netherlands,  has  studied  and  received  his  ordination 
>.  However,  far  be  it  from  us  to  limit  the  freedom  of  the  Assembly  in  any 
»c :  and  we  shall  wait  to  hear  what  the  General  Meeting,  when  the  Union  has 

formed,  will  represent  to  us.  For  the  rest  we  hope  with  you,  that  on  this 
ed  basis,  the  Union  under  God's  blessing,  will  soon  be  made  firm  and  Immovable 
een  the  separated  brethren ;  and  that  the  close  bond  between  the  churches  of  the 
inces  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey  and  our  Mother  Church  in  the  Netherlands^ 
ion  so  needful,  and  promising  so  much  good  to  the  Congregation,  may  be  made 
soluble.  Whereto  we  cordially  unite  with  you  in  prayer  that  this  God-pleasing 
:  may  be  speedily  brought  to  n  prosperous  end ;  that  it  may  lead  to  a  holy 
y  of  brethren  and  of  congregations,  in  the  midst  of  so  many  varlng  dispositions, 
h  shall  be  lovely  and  glorious,  and  attract  many  to  join  them  and  strive  with 

for  the  faith  of  the  Gospel,  and  the  further  extension  of  God's  kingdom ;  that 
Prince  of  Peace  and  King  of  Glory  may  ride  forth  in  his  majesty  In  your  land, 
le  word  of  truth  and  humble  righteousness. 

le  same  longing  which  you  feel  for  the  prosperity  of  the  Netherlandish  Church, 
eel  for  the  welfare  of  yours,  which,  professing  the  same  Lord  with  us.  Is  built 
grounded  on  the  same  most  holy  faith,  once  delivered  to  the  saints. 
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Further,  we  commend  you  to  God  and  the  word  of  his  grace,  and  desire  for  joor 
persons,  your  holy  work  and  your  families,  God's  most  precious  hlessings  to  the  end 
of  days.     While  we  subscribe  ourselves  with  true  brotherly  love  and  esteem, 
Your  servants  on  behalf  of  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam, 

N.  Tetterode.  V.  I>.  M..  Amst.  et  Deputatornm 

Clas8is  et  res  ezteras,  h.  t.  Praeses. 

Joh.  Arti  Eck,  V.  D.  M.  Amst.  et  Deputatornm, 

etc.  h.  t.,  Scriba. 
Amsterdam  in  our  Classical  Meeting 

January  14,  1772. 


Ciukcii  of  Xew  York. 

New    York,    Feb.    3rd.    1772. 
Consistory  hold  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

On  the  petition  of  certain  poor  prisoners.  It  was  Resolved  to  mako  a  coneotlon 
on  Sunday  woek.  In  the  afternoon  in  the  Old  Church  and  the  North  Churoh.  and  in 
the  evening;  in  the  New  Church,  not  only  for  the  prisoners,  for  whom  collcctiona 
have  already  been  made  in  other  churches,  but  especially  for  their  fnmlllc*.  «nd 
for  some  other  needy  families;  and  that  notice  be  given  In  the  newspaper*  next 
Monday. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Ritisema,  p.  t.  President. 


New  York,  Feb.  17th,  1772. 
Consistory  held  after  culling  on  God's  name. 

Resolved,  That  the  two  free  seats  in  the  North  Church  be  made  into  four  pews, 
and  that  Isaac  Roosevelt  and  Dirk  Brinckerkoff  direct  both  the  making  of  the  pews, 
and  the  selling  and  also  the  renting  of  the  same. 

Mr.  John  Vredenburg,  who  for  several  years  has  been  employed  as  a  Helpor-ln- 
Need  to  the  Clerk  and  Chorister,  requested  a  public  appointment.  Thereupon  the 
Consistory  resolved  that  for  each  Lord's  day,  when  he  rendered  service,  he  should 
receive  four  shillings,  without  any  further  obligation. 

Thus   done   etc., 

J.  Ritzema,  p.  t.  rrcsident. 


(No  date,  but  March,  1772.) 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

The  Deacons  brought  In  throe  lists  of  moneys  collected  in  the  three  ohnrchc?. 
amounting  to  seven  and  eighty  pounds  and  two  shillings.  Whereupon  it  was 
Resolved  to  give  thirty  pounds  to  the  prisoners  and  their  families,  and  to  distribute 
the  rest  to  the  other  poor. 

The  widow  of  domlne  Boel  coming  up  as  an  object  of  pity,  the  Consistory 
resolved,  on  account  of  their  esteem  for  her  late  husband,  not  to  give  her  anythlnf 
out  of  the  collections,  but  to  grant  twenty  pounds  yoarly  out  of  the  Elders  treasury, 
to  be  paid  quarterly. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Ritzema,  p.  t.  rre^ident. 


Gkkman  Refoumep  CiruKcir.  Albany,  1772,  Feb. 

In  the  Albany  Oazotto,  1772.  I*  an  adver1lsom(»nt  of  a  lottery,  to  be  drawn  1^ 
March,  1772,  for  the  bonptlt  of  the  G^-nnan  Reformed  Church  of  Albany.  Tbe 
location  was  between  Orange  and  Patroon  streets,  and  west  of  Ten  Broeck  street. 
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It  was  a  wooden  edifice  about  fifty  feet  square,  with  a  tower  and  a  bell.     It  also 
had  an  organ,  the  first  one  in  Albany.     (See  March  27,  1794.) 

— Munseirs  Annals  i.  128. 
[Rer.  George  J.  L.  Doll  was  pastor,  1772-5.] 


Call  of  thb  Reformed  German  Church  of  the  City  of  New 
York  ox  Rev.  Christian  F.  Foering  to  Become  Their 
Pastor,  March  22, 1772. 

Very  Rev.  Sir:— 

The  Rey.  Mr.  Kem  has  officiated  now  for  more  than  eight  years  in  our  German 
Reformed  Church  here  in  New  York,  as  an  ordained  preacher  in  our  native  tongue. 
But  since,  in  the  proyldence  of  God,  Mr.  Kem  has  accepted  a  call  to  another  con- 
gregation, and  has  informed  us  of  his  resignation;  therefore  We,  the  Elders  and 
Leaders  (vooratandera)  of  our  congregation  have  met  together,  and  in  the  sure  hope 
of  the  help  of  God,  unanimously  resolved  to  address  ourselves  to  Rev.  Mr.  Weyburg, 
since  he  is  a  man  who  is  interested  in  Zion's  welfare.  We,  therefore,  asked  him 
to  recommend  to  us  a  man  who  had  spirit  and  life;  one  who  would  spare  no  trouble 
to  do  good  to  the  souls  of  bis  hearers;  one  who  would  edify  them  and  seek  to  lead 
them  in  the  way  of  life.  Mr.  Weyburg  did,  indeed,  take  interest  in  our  welfare, 
and  has  earnestly  recommended  to  us  the  Rev.  Mr.  Faring  as  a  man  who  has  spirit 
and  life,  and  who  will  take  trouble  to  bring  souls  to  the  Lord  Jesus;  also  that  he 
is  a  man  of  irreproachable  character. 

Therefore  we,  the  elders  and  deacons,  at  once  called  together  our  congregation, 
and  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord  proposed  him  for  their  consideration,  and  they  unani- 
mously resolved  to  call  you,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Faring  to  be  their  ordained  pastor  and 
teacher.  Now  therefore  We,  the  said  Elders  and  Leaders  of  our  said  congregation, 
hereby  do  call  you,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Faring,  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  to  be  the  ordained 
pastor  and  teacher  of  our  said  German  Reformed  Congregation  in  New  York ;  to 
preach  God's  Word  among  us  twice  on  each  Sabbath  day,  and  once  during  the  week, 
namely,  on  Wednesday  evenings ;  besides  the  other  services  which  are  usual  on  holi- 
days and  preparation  days.  You  are,  moreover,  to  administer  the  Holy  Sacraments 
at  the  prescribed  times ;  you  are  diligently  to  teach  the  youth  who  are  growing  np. 
according  to  the  doctrine  of  our  Heidelberg  Catechism,  and  to  try  to  bring  them, 
aa  soon  as  possible  so  far,  that  they  may  be  received  ns  members  of  the  churrh. 
Ton  are,  furthermore,  wisely  to  maintain  church-discipline:  to  visit  the  sick  and 
all  others  who  arc  in  need;  and  in  cases  of  death,  to  officiate  at  funerals  if  the 
relatives  desire  It;  but  on  condition  that  the  relatives  pay  you  for  such  funeral 

services  the  sum  of   In  fine,  we  call  your  Reverence  to  perform  all 

the  duties  which  belong  to  the  office  of  a  faithful  Rervant  of  the  Ijord  Jchus  Christ, 
according  as  the  measure  of  the  Holy  Word,  and  the  good  order  of  the  Church  may 
require. 

For  all  this  we  promise  to  pay  your  Reverence  the  yearly  salary  of  £125,  with 
£25.  for  house  rent.  New  York  money;  and  one  fourth  of  this  sum,  we  will  faith- 
fully pay  you  every  quarter  of  the  year,  so  long  as  your  Reverence  and  the  Con- 
gregation can  live  together  harmoniously  and  to  mutual  satisfaction;  and  to  this 
end  we  will  continually  pray  unto  God.  But  should  it  happen,  (which  we  hop'* 
not,)  that  on  either  side  there  should  spring  up  a  Just  cause  of  separation,  we 
expect  that  on  the  part  of  your  Reverence,  as  well  ns  on  the  part  of  the  oonfirepa- 
tion,  notice  will  be  given  three  months  beforehand,  that  either  party  mny  look  out 
for  another  opportunity. 

We.  the  undersigned,  promise  nnd  vow  to  fulfill  these  obllgntion**  nio*5t  fully. 
And  to  this  end,  this  call  shall  be  signed  by  the  elders  and  deacons  who  from 
time  to  time  come  into  office.  And  we  urge  your  Reverence,  very  earnestly,  and 
In  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  to  accept  this  our  call;  and  we  trust  that  your  Reverence 
will,  by  the  blessing  of  the  Most  High,  accomplish  much  good  among  ns.  We  .iIpo 
promise  to  hold  your  Reverence  in  such  honor  and  love,  as  belongs  to  an  upright 
minister,  and  we  pray  that  It  may  please  the  Great  Shepherd  of  the  Fold,  to  '^rown 
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this,  our  call,  with  his  holy  favor.     May  It  tend  to  the  glory  of  hit  most  Holy  Ntoe 
and  to  the  salvation  of  immortal  souls. 

Done  at  New  York.  March  22.  1772.  in  presence  of  Isaac  Stoatenl)erg  and  Jas. 
Van  Antwerp,  Jr. 

Elders. 
Johannes  Will  Johans  Milledoler 

Johannes  Meyer.  John  Remmey 

Hendrlck  Alrich  Zurlchsen  [or  Zurcher.]  Jacob  Spary 

Henrith  Whlteman  [Weitman].  Peter  Knell 

Daniel  Kathore  Will  Snyder 

Johannes  Gorg  Wettenham  Christian  Will 

John  Harterz  Henrlch  Schledantz 

Anthony  Apple  Johannes  ......   Ambrigten 

William  Corcilius  Chrlstoph  Flegenheim 

Otto  Parisian  Jacob  Sampson 

[This  paper  came  from  descendants  of  Mr.  Foerlng,  living  in  Philadelphia,  Is 
1866.     See  Corwin's  Millstone  Centennial,  1866]. 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Letters. 

1772,  April  6th.  Art.  2.  The  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  hare 
received  a  letter  from  the  Consistory'  of  Kingston,  dated  Xov.  30, 
1771.  Also  a  letter  from  Eev.  Ritzema,  dated  New  York,  Nov. 
27,  1771,  which  will  not  be  answered,     xiv.  278. 

Church  of  New  York. 

Classical  Letter  Ratifying  Plan  of  Union.     Call  for  Second  Con- 
vention. 

New  York,  April  23rd.  1T71 
Couslstory  held  after  calling  on  Ood's  name. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Livingston  delivered  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amstefdam 
to  the  Consistory,  dated  in  their  Classical  Meeting,  Jan.  14th,  1772.  This  wtf 
read  by  the  President  to  the  Consistory.  It  was  found  to  contain  an  ansirer  t» 
their  last  letter,  which  gave  extreme  satisfaction  and  joy  to  our  whole  tssemblj. 
Also  a  letter  to  the  General  Meeting  was  read  and  referred  to  a  committee,  cod- 
slstlQg  of  the  President,  domlne  Laldlie,  and  Dr.  Livingston,  with  the  Elders,  nn 
Wyck,  Duyking  and  BrlnkerhofT.  They  were  to  consider  the  best  and  gpeedteit 
means  of  preparing  a  circular  letter  to  all  the  respective  Dutch  congregations- 
Further  Resolved,  That  the  said  Classical  letter  to  our  Consistory  be,  on  accoMt 
of  Its  excellent  contents  and  Christian  expressions,  inserted  in  our  Churdi  Boot 
It  reads  thus:     [See  Jan.  14,  1772]. 

New  York,  April  27th,  IT72. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

The  Circular  Letter,  for  the  preparation  of  which  the  before-named  comoitte* 
was  appointed,  was  read  to  the  meeting  and  approved,  and  ordered  to  be  sent  bf 
the  first  opportunity  to  the  Dutch  congregations. 

The  President  had  in  hand  a  letter  written  to  the  Consistory,  signed  by  MeW* 
Richard  Bancker,  Abraham  Brasher  and  Cornelius  Low,  in  the  name  of  some 
charitable  members  of  our  Church,  profTerlng  to  the  Consistory  a  sum  of  fl^^  *^ 
seventy  pounds,  eight  shillings,  as  the  beginning  of  a  fund  for  the  erection  and 
maintenance  of  a  Public  School,  to  be  set  up  by  the  consistory. 


OP  THE  State  op  New  York.  4241 

1772 

This  charity  was  received  with  thanksgiving.  Resolved,  That  the  monej  Bball 
be  applied  to  no  other  nse»  and  the  President  and  domine  Laldlie  shall  thank  the 
donors  in  the  name  of  the  Consistory. 

Further,  that  this  snm  he  given  to  Treasurer  Bancker,  and  be  put  at  interest  for 
the  purpose  stated. 

Signed  etc., 

Lambertus  de  Ronde,  p.  t.  President. 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Letter  from  Eev.  Livingston. 

1772,  June  1st.  Art.  4.  Rev.  Tetterode  delivered  a  letter  from 
Rev.  Livingston,  with  the  request  that  it  may  be  placed  in  the  hands 
of  our  delegate  to  Synod,  to  be  delivered  to  the  Rev.  Depp.  Synodi. 
It  was  given  to  Rev.  Klaver.     xiv.  282. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Rev.  Gentlemen,  Con^- 
stittjting  the  Meeting  of  the  United  Brethren  of  the 
Dutch  Reformed  Church  in  the  Provinces  of  New  York 
AND  Xew^  Jersey,  June  1,  1772.  Vol.  31,  Page  390.  Xo. 
233. 

Rev.  Sirs  and  Much-beloved  Brethren : — 

When  w^e  were  obliged  to  send  off  our  letter  of  January  14, 
1772  to  you,  which  we  hope  has  reached  you,  we  could  not  include 
therewith  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  the  previous  year,  because 
we  understand  the  weight  of  the  package  would  make  the  postage 
too  great.  Yet  we  were  unwilling  to  delay  that  letter,  that  we 
might  give  you  joy  by  the  expression  of  our  joy,  and  tell  you  of 
the  encouragement  we  had  in  seeing  love  and  unity  restored 
among  you,  and  precious  peace  beginning  again  to  bloom.  We 
pray  that  the  lovely  fruits  of  peace  may  be  multiplied  among  you. 
We  have  the  honor  now  to  send  you  the  Minutes  of  the  Christian 
Synod  of  North  Holland  (1771.) 

For  the  rest,  "vve  commend  vou  to  God  and  the  word  of  his 

grace,  while  we  remain,  etc.,  etc. 

J.  H.  Eck,  Depp.  Praeses. 

S.  Claver,  Depp.  Scriba. 
Amsterdam,  In  Classis, 

June  1, 1772, 
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Chircii  of  Xew  York. 

New  York,  June  12th,  1772. 

Goosistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

The  lease  of  the  lot  in  the  Broad  way,  to  Abram  Van  Dyck,  dated.  Not.  lltX 
1771,  was  this  day  confirmed  by  the  seal  of  the  Corporation. 

Also  a  lease  dated,  Feb.  2l8t,  1772,  of  two  lots  of  ground  In  Cart  and  Hone 
street,  to  Samuel  Prince,  was  confirmed  with  the  same  seal. 

The  bond  of  Mrs.  Ann  van  der  Spiegel,  dated  June  31,  1771,  for  £700.  wti  ptld 
off,  and  in  Its  place  one  of  the  same  amount  taken  from  Gerhardus  DuycUng,  dated  . 
the  16th  of  Hay  last 

Jacobus  Ryckman  of  the  Brlckklll,  on  Bnklanwenberg,  was  taken  as  a  poor  per- 
son to  be  supported  on  like  conditions  with  the  others. 

Cornelius  C.  Wynkoop  requested  from  the  Consistory  a  larger  sum  than  the  £10, 
he  had  hitherto  received,  for  the  support  of  Aaltye  Mays.  This  was  consldexed 
in  view  of  the  character  of  Wynkoop,  and  he  is  to  receive  £20.  yearly. 

Signed  etc.. 

Arch.  Laidlie,  p.  t.  President 


German  Reformed  Church,  Xe.w  York. 

Dearly  beloved  BrethreH: 

We  having  received  a  friendly  invitation  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  De  Bonde,  to  attend 
a  general  assembly  of  the  Low  Dutch  Synod,  to  Blgn  the  much  needed,  long  wUhed 
for,  and  joytful  'Tract,  fbr  the  restoration  ot  peace  between  the  two  dlssentlnf 
parties.  We  the  undersigned,  members  of  the  Consistory  of  the  German  Befonned 
Church  in  New  York,  have  delegated  our  christian  brothers,  Henry  Weltmao,  witk 
our  pastor  Christian  F.  Foering,  to  appear  at  said  meeting,  to  agree  and  sign  the 
said  Peace  resolutions. 

Johann  Will,  Johannes  Zucher,  Johanes  Mayer,  Blders. 
Daniel  Klockner,  Wetterhan  Herbach,  Antony  Appel,  Deaconi. 

14th  June.  A.  D.  1772. 


Second  Convention,  June  1772. 

Acr.s  of  the  Reverend  IMeoting  of  Ministers  and  Elders  of  the  Dutcli 
Refomied  Churehes  of  the  Provinces  of  New  York  and  New 
Jersev,  Convened  at  the  invitation  of  the  Reverend  Consistory 
of  Xew  York,  by  Circular  Letter,  for  the  Consummation  ana 
Ratification  of  the  Union  of  the  Churches,  (made  the  Subject 
of  Deliberation  the  previous  Autumn,)  at  Xew  York,  (in  the 
Old  Church,)  16th-18th,  June  1772.— Recorded  in  Mints,  of 
S^Tiod  of  Xorth  Holland,  Julv  1773.     Art  46. 

Session  I. — ArticLtE  1. 

The  Rev.  Brethren  having  arrived  and  assemhled  at  the  appointed  time  and  pl*^ 
the  Rev.  J.  II.  Livingston,  S.  8.  Th.  D.,  as  retiring  President,  opened  the  ^^• 
Assembly  with  a  highly  learned,  appropriate,  and  affecting  discourse  npon  Biil^^ 
4  :  2,  for  which  he  was  heartily  thanked  by  the  Rev.  Brethren ;  and  thereiipoo«  *^ 
an  earnest  prayer,  the  names  of  the  members  present  were  taken  up,  as  foUowf '• 
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Revs.  John  H.  Livlnsston,  D.  D.  and  V.  D.  M.,  John  Rltzema,  V.  D.  M.,  Lamb,  de 
Ronde,  V.  D.  M.,  Arch.  Laldlie,  D.  D.  and  V.  D.  M.  at  New  York.  Measrs.  Theod. 
Van  Wyck,  Jacobus  Van  Zandt,  Isaac  Roosevelt,  Abraham  Lott,  Elders. 

Revs.  Ulpianus  Van  Sinderen,  V.  D.  H.,  J.  Casp.  Rubel,  V.  D,  M.  at  Flatbosh, 
Brooklyn,  and  on'  Long  Island.     Messrs.  Jan.  Rapalje  and  Bngelbert  Lott»  Elders. 

Rev.  Ben  J.  Du  Bols,  V.  D.  M.  at  Freehold  and  Hiddletown.  Mr.  Tnnes  De  Nell, 
Elder. 

Rev.  Hermanus  Meyer,  V.  D.  M.  at  Kingston. 

Rev.  Jo.  Schnneman,  V.  D.  M.  at  Catsklll  and  Goxiackle.    Mr.  Jo  Overbagli,  Elder. 

Rev.  Dav.  Marias,  (Marlnos)  V.  D.  M.  at  Aqaaekanonck.  Mr.  Petms  IfOollasen, 
Elder. 

Rev.  Martlnus  Schoonmaker,  V.  D.  M.  at  New  Harlem  and  Oravesend.  Mr.  Benja- 
min  Bensen,  Elder. 

Rev.  Jo.  Martlnus  Van  Harlingen,  V.  D.  M.  at  Millstone  and  New  Shannlck.  Mr. 
Sim.  Van  Arsdalen,  Elder. 

Rev.  Garret  Lydekker,  V.  D.  M.  In  the  English  Neighborhood.  Mr.  Abraham  Man- 
tanje,  Elder. 

Rev.  Christian  Frideryk  Foerlng,  V.  D.  M.  Germ.,  New  York.  Mr.  Hendrlk  Witt- 
mann.  Elder. 

Rev.  Dirck  Romeyn,  V.  D.  M.  at  Biaitletown,  Wawarslng,  and  Rochester.  Mr. 
Levi  Pawling,  Elder. 

Rev.  Sam.  Verbryck,  V.  D.  M.  at  Tappan  and  New  Hempstead.  Mr.  William 
Nagel,  Elder. 

Rev.  J.  H.  Goetschlus,  V.  D.  M.  at  Uackensack  and  Schraalenbergh.  Mr.  Peter 
Zabrlskle.  Elder. 

Rev.  Hendr.  Schoonmaker,  V.  D.  M.  at  Flshkill  and  Ponghkeepsle.  Mr.  Peter 
Montfoort,  Elder. 

Rev.  William  Jackson,  V.  D.  M.  at  Bergen  and  Staten  Island.  Mr.  Hendrlk  Van 
Wagenen,  Elder. 

Rev.  Warmoldus  Knypers,  V.  D.  M.  at  Hackensack  and  Schraalenbergh.  Mr. 
Nlcase  Kip,  Elder. 

Rev.  Jacob  R.  Hardenbergh,  V.  D.  M.  at  Old  Raritan,  North  Branch  and  Bed- 
minster,     Mr.  Dirck   Sutp^en,   Elder. 

Rev.  Jo.  Leydt,  V.  D.  M.  at  New  Brunswick,  and  Minister  at  Six  Mile  Ron.  Mr. 
Hendr.  Vischer,  Elder. 

Rev.  Ben.  Vander  Linden,  V.  D.  M.  at  Paramns  and  Pannen.  Mr.  Uendrlk 
Zabrlskle,  Elder. 

Rev.  Jo.  Casp.  Frymuth.  V.  D.  M.  at  Kinderhook  and  Schodack.  Mr.  Peter 
Voaburgh,   Elder. 

Rev.  EMlardus  Westerlo,  V.  D.  M.  at  Albany.    Mr.  Jo.  Roseboom,  Elder. . 

Rev.  Isaac  Rysdyk,  V.  D.  M.  at  Poughkeepsle,  Flshkill,  oum  annemU.  Mr. 
Rodolphus  Swartwout,  Elder. 

Mr.  Joannes  Hardenbergh,  Elder  from  New  Paltz. 

Mr.  Cornelius  Vemoy,  Elder  from  New  Hurley. 

Mr.  Jo.  Jansen,  Elder  from  Shawangunk. 

Mr.  John   Spier,  Deacon  from   Second   River. 

Mr.  John  Ten  Broek,  Elder  from  Claverack. 

Mr,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Elder  from  MajDor  Van  Gortlandt 

Mr.  Ben.  de  Puy,  Elder  from  Mlnisink. 

Mr.   Abr.   Bruen,   Elder  from   PhiUlpsburg. 

Messrs.  Nicolas  Van  Arsdalen,  Cornelius  Hoogland,  Jacob  Rapalje  and  Jorus 
Kapalj«,  KlderA  from  Queens  County,  Long  Island. 

Messrs.  Frederik  Van  Vllet  and  Nicolas  Wykoff,  Elders  at  North  Branch  and 
Rpadingt(»i. 

Mr.  Noah  ElUng,  Elder  at  New  Paltz. 

Mr.  Dirck  Van  Glesen,  Elder  at  Totawa. 

Mr.  AdOlph  Meyer,  Elder  at  New  Harlem, 

Mr.  Chll.  Bertholf,  Elder  from  Pompton. 

The  congregation  of  the  Clove,  by  letter  empowering  me,  Isaac  Rysdyk.  V.  D.  Bi. 
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-4  Hide  II. — Mode  rutin  s. 

Rev.  Isaac  Rysdyk  was  unaDlmously  elected  President,  aud  Rov.  J.  H.  Goetichliu. 
Clerk. 

Article  III.  —  T.cUcr  io  Classis  of  Atn^lerdani. 

The  Letter  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  dated  October  18th,  1771,  with 
the  draft  transmitted,  was  read,  and  it  was  announced  bj'  the  retiring  President, 
that  a  highly  gratifying  answer  (Jan.  14,  1771,^  had  iKjen  received  from  the 
Classis,  which  would  serve  as  a  subject  of  further  deliberations. 

At/ trie  I  V. — Commuuicalioits. 

Letters  were  read  from  Ministers,  Elders,  and  congregations,  to  the  present 
Rov.  Body,  viz:  One  from  Rev.  Cock,  from  the  Camp,  etc..  stating  that  he  <-ouId 
not  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Rev.  Body,  because  of  his  disinclination  on  the  part 
of  his  congregation ;  one  from  Rev.  J.  Schuyler,  of  Schogarle,  as  also  from  Rer. 
Doll,  German  Minister  at  Albany,  excusing  themselves  on  account  of  dofneitlc 
engagements ;  one  from  Rev.  G.  Haeghort,  of  Second  River,  referring  to  indisposition 
and  other  difficulties ;  the  last,  a  letter  from  Elder  Ellng,  in  the  name  of  the  Ber. 
Consistory  of  Kingston,  comprehending  a  statement  of  some  dllficultles  relative  to 
Rev.  Meyers. 

Article  V. — Credentials. 

The  credentials  having  been  presented,  were  all  read  in  full  before  the  Be?. 
Body,  beginning  with  that  of  the  Rev.  Consistory  at  New  York,  which  beinf 
highly  edifying  in  Its  contents,  authorized  their  Rev.  Delegated  Elders  and  Mlnisten 
to  *•  embrace  and  receive  the  Articles  of  Union  approved  by  the  Rev.  Classis  of 
Amsterdam,  nomine  Bynodi  North  HoUandiae ;  and  further,  to  do  all  that  shall 
serve  for  the  welfare  of  the  churches,  and  as  a  worthy  example  for  others  tlresdy 
united,  and  an  Inducement  to  all  tliose  who  have  not  yet  come  in,  ere  long  to 
become  one  body,  even  as  we  serve  one  Lord  and  pertain  to  one  church." 

Other  credentials,  though  of  greater  or  less  length,  amounted  In  substance  to 
the  same  thing.  Some  delegates,  although  not  having  written  credentials,  jet 
satisfied  the  Rev.  Body  with  verbal  testimony.  In  a  few,  some  conditions  were 
stated. 

Article  VI. — Letter  from  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

The  Letter  of  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  dated  14th  Jan.  1772,  was  alio 
read  to  the  Rev.  Body,  and  listened  to  throughout  with  great  attention,  respect, 
and  thankful  recognition,  each  one  heartily  rejoicing  at  its  godly  and  animatiDg 
contents,  and  the  love  and  care  of  the  Rev.  Classis  over  our  Church  thus  evinced; 
the  countenances  and  manner  of  all,  without  exception,  indicating  their  joyful 
approbation. 

Session  11. 
Article  VII. — Delegates  from  Albany. 

The  Rev.  Consistory  of  Albany  had  commissioned  its  Pastor  and  Elder  more 
minutely  to  learn  the  import  of  the  Letter  of  the  Rev.  Classis,  .and  carefully  to 
ascertain  what  congregations,  and  how,  the  same  united,  without  as  yet  bringing 
themselves  under  any  obligations ;  wherefore,  the  delegates  requested  to  be  per 
mitted  to  attend  upon  the  dein)eiations  and  proceedings  of  the  Rev.  Body.  This 
was  not  only  readily  and.  unanhiiously  trrantfil.  It.u  ihflr  advire  and  counsel  were 
requested  by  the  Rev.  Body  in  such  matters  as  might  come  before  them, 


OF  THE  State  op  New  York.  4245 

1772 

Article  VIIL — Subscriptions  to  the  Plan  of  Union, 

Was  farthermore  Resolved  by  the  Rev.  Body,  In  cooBequence  of  the  approval 
of  the  Rey.  Classis,  that  the  brethren,  who  were  authorized  by  their  congregations 
to  acquiesce  in  the  determination  of  the  Rev.  Classis,  should  now  subscribe  to  the 
Plan  of  Union ;  that  opportunity  should  be  given  to  those  congregations  who  had 
sent  no  commissions  for  said  purpose,  to  examine  into  matters  relative  to  the 
Union,  as  yet,  for  the  most  part,  unknown  to  them ;  and  that  for  the  final  estab- 
lishment  of  the  desired  peace,  another  meeting  should  be  held  In  the  approaching 
autumn;  but  that  the  brethren  who  had  already  acceded  to  the  Union  should 
exercise  no  ecclesiastical  authority  until  the  next  General  Meeting;  and  that  such 
congregations  as  had  sent  no  written  commissions,  whether  they  had  subscribed 
or  not,  should  present  them  at  the  next  General  Meeting. 


Session  III. 
Article  IX. — Eevision  of  the  same. 

The  Articles  of  Union  were  again  read  to  the  Rev.  Body,  (inasmuch  as  some 
bad  not  yet,  or  had  not  suflaciently  heard  them,)  and  upon  being  carefully  revised, 
it  was  seen  Ht  to  insert  in  Article  xi.  *'  the  newly-formed  Counties  of  Tryon  and 
Charlotte." 

Article  X. — Dr.  Meyer  and  Kingston. 

The  Rev.  Body  cannot  participate  in  the  affairs  of  Dr.  Meyer  relative  to  Kingston, 
since  the  affectionate  endeavors  made  to  effect  a  reconciliation  with  the  congre- 
gation of  Kingston  have  proved  fruitless;  but  If  Mr.  Meyer  have  occasion  to 
request  suitable  testimonials,  the  Rev.  Body  are  willing  to  grant  them. 


Session  IV. 
Article  XI. — Subscribed  anew. 

The  Articles  oif  Union  were  once  more  solumnly  approved  and  cheerfully  sub- 
scribed with  their  own  hands  by  almost  all  of  the  members  present,  with  the 
following  preamble. 

On  the  ground  of  the  above  Articles,  approved  by  the  Rev,  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 
(as  appointed  thereto,  by  the  Rev.  Synod  of  North  Holland,)  and  our  respective 
Conin^egatlons,  which  we  therefore  receive  for  ourselves,  and  In  the  name  of  our 
Congregations,  We,  the  undersigned,  heartily  and  actually  form  ourselves  and 
our  Congregations  into  one  Ecclesiastical  Body;  and  these  Articles  shall  henceforth 
serve  as  a  permanent  basis  of  further  proceedings  In  our  Assemblies. 

This  done  in  the  Reverend  General  Meeting  at  New  York,  this  day,  the  18th 
June,  1772. 

Joannes  Ritzema 

Lambertus   De    Ronde  Ministers  at  New  York, 

Archd.  I^Idlle 

J.  H.  Livingston 

Theodore  Van  Wyck  Elders  lu.dem. 

Jacobus  Van  Zandt 

Isaac  Roosevelt 

Abm.    Lott. 

UIp.  Van  Sindereo, 

V.   D.   M.    at   Flatbusb,  Mluisters  In   Kings  Co. 

Job.  Casp.  Rubel 
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Bngelbart  Lott 
John  Rapalje 
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Elders  ibidem. 


Benjamin  Du  Bois 

Tunis  Donis 

Mermanus  Meyer,  (for  myself,) 

Joannes  Schnnema 
Joannes  OverUigh,  Eld. 

David  Marinas, 
Petrus  Poulisse,  EUd. 

Martimus  Scboonmaker 
BenJ.  Bensin,  Elder. 

J.  M.  Van  Harlingen 
Simon  Van  Arsdalen,  Bid. 

Gerrlt  Lyddcker 
Abraham  Montanye,  Bid. 

Christian  Fred.  Foerlng 
Henry   Whiteman,    E14« 

D.  Romeyn 

Levi  Pawling,  Eld. 

Saml.  Verbryk 
William  Nagel,  Bid. 

J.  Henricus  Goetschins 
Peter  Zabriskie,  Bid. 

Hen.  Scboonmaker. 
Peter  Mootfoort,  Bid. 

William  Jackson 

Henricus  Van  Wagenen,  Eld. 

Warmoldus  Kuypers 
Nlkasi   A.   K.   Kip,    Bid, 

Jacob  R.  Hardenbergh 
Derick  Satphen,  Eld. 

Joan  Leydt 
Hendk.  Fisher,  Eld. 

Ben.  Van  Der  Linde 
Hendrick  Zabriskle,  Eld. 

J.  Fryenmoet,  aet  51, 
Peter  Vosburgh,  Eld. 

Isaac  Rysdyk 

Rodolves  Swartwout,  Eld. 


V.  D.  M.  at  Freehold  and  Middletown. 


V.  D.  M.  at  Cozsackie  and  Catskill. 


V.  V.  M.  at  Aquack,  etc.  [AquackanoDCk.] 


V.  D.  M.  at  Harlem  and  GraTesead. 


V.  D.  M.  at  Millstone  and  New  Scblnlek. 
[Harlingen  and  Neshanic]    • 

V.  D.  M.  in  the  EngUsh  NeighborliMd.  ' 


V.  D.  M.  in  the  German  congregatiOD  In 
New  York. 

V.  D.  M.  at  Marbletown,  Rochester,  tad 
Wawasslnk,  [Wawandng.] 

V.  D.  M.  at  Tappan  and  Eakiet. 


V.  D.  M.  at  Hackensack  and  Schrsalen- 
bergh. 

V.  D.  M.  at  Poughkeepsie  and  Flshklll. 


V.  D.  M.  at  Bergen  and  Staten  Islind. 


V.  D.  M.  at  Hackensack  and  Schraala- 
bergh. 

V.  D.  M.  at  Raritan,  North  Branch,  tBd 
Bedminster. 

V.   D.   M.   at   New   Brunswick  and  Six 
Mile  Run. 

V.  D.  M.  at  Paramus  and  Panne. 


V.  D.  M.  at  Kinderhook  and  Scbodict 


V.  D.  M.  at  Poughkeepsie,  Fishkill,  sad 
cum  ann€Ti8. 
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Joannes  Hardenbergh,  Elder  at  New  Palts. 

Cornelius   Vemovy,    Elder   at   New   Hurley. 

Joannfes  Jansen,  Jr.,  Elder  at  Shawangunk. 

Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Elder  at  Bianor  Van  Cortlandt. 

Benjamin  De  Puy,  Elder  at  Mahakemack,  Neversink,  [Minisink?]  and  Walpeck. 

Nychlaes  Vanarsdalen 

Coenelius  Hoogland 
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^  Elders  at  Jamaica,  Oyster  Bay,  Newtown 
and  Succes. 


Jacob  Bapalje 

Joris  Bapelje 

Nicholas  Wyckof 

Noah  Bltinge.  Elder  at  New  Paltz. 

Adolf  Meyer,  Elder  at  Harlem. 

CcQgregation  of  the  Clove  by  letter  fully  empowering  me. 

R.  I.  Rysdyk. 

Article  XII, — Schenectady  and  Conewaga. 

The  congregations  of  Schenectady  and  Conewaga  each  stated  in  a  fraternal  letter, 
that  they  had  approved  the  Plam  of  Union  In  their  respective  consistories  and 
Bccleslastlcal  bodies,  and  had  been  prevented  chiefly  by  domestic  Inconveniences 
rrom  appearing  by  their  commissioners  in  this  Rev.  Assembly. 

Article  XIII. — Credentials  copied. 

Ordaimed,  That  if  any  one  desire  to  transcribe  his  written  commission  or  cre- 
dentials, to  register  the  same  in  the  Church  Book,  he  may  obtain  It  from  the  Clerk, 
on  condition  of  speedy  and  faithful  restitution. 

Article  XIV. — Letter  from  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  be  Printed. 

Betolved^  That  the  letter  last  received  from  the  Bev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam 
(Jaik  14,  1772,)  be  printed  for  the  benefit  of  the  churches,  and  that  the  work  be 
Intrusted  to  the  Bev.  Ministers  and  Elders  in  New  York. 

Article  XV. — Revising  Committee. 

The  Bev.  E.  Westerlo  and  J.  Leydt  are  appointed  to  aid  the  Bev.  President  and 
Clerk  In  revising  the  Minutes  and  preparing  the  Letter  (June  17,  1772)  to  the 
Bev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  as  well  as  a  sketch  of  the  preliminary  to  the  Classical 
Letter. 

Article  XVI. — Next  Meeting. 

The  next  General  Meeting  shall  be  held  (see  above.  Article  VIII.)  at  New  York, 
on  the  second  Tuesday  on  October  next. 

Article  XVIL — Close. 

Finally,  after  a  polite  acknowledgement,  made  by  the  President  in  the  name  of 
111,  to  the  Bev.  Bllnisters  and  Elders  of  New  York,  for  their  great  toil,  and  a 
«ply,  with  a  hearty  invocation  of  blessing  to  the  address  of  thanks,  by  the  Bev. 
<r.  Bitzema,  in  their  name,  and  the  appointment  of  the  Bev.  President  to  preach 
he  Introductory  and  the  Bev.  Mr.  Bitzema  the  Thanksgiving  Sermon  at  the  next 
aeeting  with  earnest  prayer  to  God,  we  say,  for  blessing  and  favor  upon  what 
tad  been  done,  and  thanksgiving  for  his  gracious  assistance,  by  the  Bev.  President, 
Ad  leave  fraternally  taken  by  the  brethren  of  one  another,  the  Bev.  Meetlns 
oncluded. 

Signed  in  the  name  and  by  order  of  all, 

Isaac    Bysdyk,    p.    t.    President. 
J.  H.  Goetschlus,  p.  t  Clerk. 
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Subsequent  Signatukes. 

(These  Articles  of  Unloo  continued  to  be  subscribed  to,  by  almost  eTMy  nlnliter 
until  1702.) 
1772,  Oct  18.  Congregation  of  Schagbticoke,  by  letter  fully  empowering  me. 

Rer.  B.  Westerto. 
Peter  Schenck,  Elder  from  New  Millstone. 

Robert  P.  Van  Deusen  )  _,, .        ^         <...**  ^  t  •_.      *. 

Conrad  Ham  f  ^^^®"  '^®°^  ^^®  Manor  of  Liyingston, 

Dierck  Van  Giesen,   Elder  from  Totowa. 

Jacobus  Bayoo,   Elder  from  Pompton. 

Cornelius  Cor.  Smith,  Elder  from  Tappan. 
1774.  J.  Gabriel  Gebhard,  V.  D.  M.  German,  New  York. 
1774.  Solomon  Froeligh,  V.  D.  M.  New  Millstone. 
1780.  Isaac  Blauvelt,  V.  D.  M.  Fishklll  and  Hopewell. 
1780.  Nicholas  Lansing,  V.  D.  M.  New  Millstone. 

Ellas  V.  Bunschooften,  V.  D.  M.  Schodack. 
1784.  Job.  Dnryee,  V.  D.  M.  Baritan. 
1780.  Joannes  M.  Van  Harllngen,  V.  D.  M.  at  Six  Mile  Run  and  New  Millstone. 

Petrus  De  Wit,  V.  D.  BdL  Red  Hook  and  Flatts. 

1787.  John  Basset,  V.  D.  M.  Albany. 

*'      Peter  Lowe,  V.  D.  M.  Flatbush,  etc. 

**      Peter  Studdlford  V.  D.  M.  North  Branch, 

"     Jac.  V.  Romeyn^  V,  D.  M.  Schodack  and  Green  Bush. 

"      G.  A.  Kuypers,  V.  D.  M.  Paramus. 

"     Moses  Froeligh,  V.  D.  M.  Shawangunck,  etc. 

1788.  Jeremiah  Eomeyn,  V.  D.  M.  Manor  Liyingston. 
P.  Stryker,  V.  D.  M.  and  S.  Hampton. 
Brandt  Schuyler  Lupton,  V.  D.  M.  Lansingburg. 
Isaac  Labagh,  Jr.  V.  D.  M.  Kinderhook. 
Petrus  Leydt,  V.  D.  M.  at  Panne,  etc. 

1789.  George  G.  Brinkerhoff,  V.  D.  M.  at  Conewago. 
Samuel  Smith,  V.  D.  M.   Saratoga. 

Abraham  Van   Home,  V.  D.  M.  Rochester. 

1789.  John  Demarest,   V.   D.   M.   Niskayuna. 

1790.  Andrew  Gray,  V.  D.  M.  Poughkeepsie. 
John  Jackson,  V.  D.  M.  Harlem,  etc. 
Nlchs.  Van  Vranken,  V.  D.  M.  Fishklll. 

1792.  David  S.  Bogart. 

Stephen  Ostrander,  V.  D.  M.  Pompton  and  Persippany. 

William  Provoost  Kuypers,   V.  D.  M.   Paramus. 

John  Comelison,  V.  D.  M.  Bergen. 
1792.  Wlnslow  Paige,  V.  D.  M.  Schaghtlcoke  and  St.  Calk.     [Sintholck?] 


CORRKSPOXDENCE  FkOM  AmERICA. 

The  Second  Convention  of  Ministers  and  Elders  to  the  Classisof 
Amsterdam,  June  17,  1772.— Vol.  33,  page  38-i.     No.  469. 

Rev.   Sirs  and  Highly  Esteemed  Brethren: — 

The  Consistory  of  New  York  having  speedily  received  your  esteemed  letter  rf 
Jan.  14,  1772,  was  pleased  by  Circular  Letters  to  communicate,  as  soon  as  porfl>^ 
to  our  respective  churches,  its  general  contents,  vis.,  your  kind  approbation  of  t^ 
well-known  Plan  (of  Union). 

Thereupon,  most  of  the  churches  again  convened  and  listened  to  the  readiflf  ^ 
the  full,  pious  and  pleasing  contents  of  that  letter,  with  heartfelt  gratitude  to  tbc 
God  of  peace  and  love.  It  was  an  approbation  so  desirable,  that  oar  hearts  wO* 
thereby  knit  together  more  closely  and  firmly  than  ever.  We  were  also  !mpell«d 
thereby,  and  we  thought,  the  sooner,  the  better,  to  comsummate  the  work  of  Ub^ 
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wo  auspiciously  begun.  And  now  we  have  the  honor,  with  great  respect  and 
gratitude,  to  send  you  the  Minutes  of  this  our  (Second)  Convention.  We  do  this 
with  the  joyous  hope  that  this  now  consummated  labor  of  love,  will  give  your 
ReT.  and  highly  respected  Assembly,  new  reasons  for  praise;  and  that  it  may  do 
th«  same  to  all  the  churches  of  the  saints  in  distant  lands : — reasons  for  praise, 
we  say,  to  that  God  who  brings  to  pass  every  right  thing  in  his  own  good  time. 

For,  through  the  parental  labors  of  your  Revs.,  we  now  see  ourselves  beginning 
to  unite  on  a  solid  basis ;  and  as  peace-loving  Elders,  we  may  humbly  and  joyfully 
expect  the  blessing  of  the  Most  High  for  the  further  extension  of  the  Kingdom 
of  Christ  In  this  laxtd  of  our  pilgrimage.  We  trust  that  your  Revs,  will  unite 
with  us  in  beseeching  the  All-sufficient  and  ever  Faithful  Head  of  the  Church* 
who  has  hitherto  watched  over  us,  that  such  may  be  the  blessed  result  of  our 
now  happily  consummated  Union ;  and  that  it  may  be  our  constant  aim  to  remain 
onited.  And  may  the  Head  of  the  Church  continue  to  watch  over  His  (hitherto) 
wretched  ones  In  these  regions. 

Meanwhile,  with  our  most  cordial  good  wishes  for  yourselves,  your  families  and 
your  holy  mlnlstrys,  we  have  the  honor  humbly  to  commend  ourselves  and  oar 
congregations  to  the  beneficial  and  necessary  and  loving  care  of  your  Revs. 

We  remain  with  the  greatest  respect. 

Rev.  Sirs, 

Tour  Revs,  willing  servants, 

In  the  name  and  by  the  Authority  of  our  Creneral  Convention. 

Isaac  Rysdyk,  Tresident.  p.  t. 

John  H.  Goetschlus,  Scrlba,  p.  t. 
New  York,  June  17,  1772. 


CiiuRcii  OF  New  York. 

New  York,  July  7th,  1772. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

An  elder  from  Lunenberg,  sixty  miles  below  Halifax,  applied  to  the  Consistory 
for  aid  toward  their  church  building.  They  are  professors  of  the  High  Dutch 
Reformed  Faith,  and  have  been  settled  there  since  1750,  and  without  public  wor- 
ship tor  several  years;  but  at  last  they  had  obtained  a  minister.  His  support  was. 
burdensome  to  them  as  new  settlers.  Wherefore  they  felt  bound  to  seek  for  aid 
toward  their  building  from  their  brethren  of  the  same  faith.  Resolved,  That  £15. 
be  given  to  him  out  of  the  Treasurer's  money. 

The  Elder  D.  Brlnckerhoff  Informed  the  O>n8l8tory  that  Mr.  Remscn  bad  paid 
off  the  bond  of  Mr.  Lourier,  on  which  bis  father  was  security,  to  the  amount  of 
£84..  and  some  pence.  This  was  Just  the  sum,  lacking  a  few  shillings,  which  he 
had  in  hand  of  Lourlcr  and  he  requested  the  Consistory  to  be  satisfied  therewith. 
This  was  granted. 

The  committee  on  the  property  of  the  Church,  stated,  that  Mr.  I/ewIs  Morris 
had  paid  not  the  least  attention  to  the  friendly  letter  written  to  him  In  the  name 
of  the  Consistory.  It  was  determined  to  appoint  the  Elders,  Brlnckerhoff,  Roose- 
velt, and  Dulcklng,  a  committee  to  make  known  in  a  friendly  way  to  Mr.  Walton, 
as  security  on  the  bond,  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Morris;  and  that  other  means  would 
be  taken  In  hand  by  the  Consistory. 

Domlne  Lambertus  de  Ronde  stated  to  the  Consistory  the  death  of  his  mother  ' 
and  the  pressing  necessity  of  his  going  to  the  Fatherland,  with  a  request  for  a 
release    for   a    time   from    the   congregation;   and   other   circumstances   which    the 
Consistory  promised    to  consider  and  to  give  an  answer  by  next  Tuesday  at  6  P.  M. 

Signed  etc., 

Archibald  Laidlle,  p.  t.  President. 

New  York,  July  14th,  1772. 

Resolved,  respecting  the  proiK)8aI  of  domlne  Lambertus  de  Ronde: 
1.  That  the  Consistory  is  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  his  Reverence's  departure 
to  Holland,  and  permits  him,  as  second  Dutch  minister,  to  go  for  a  year  or  fifteen 
months  at  the  furthest,  before  they  will  be  free  to  call  another  in  his  place. 
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2.  That  the  Consistory  cannot  consent  to  let  his  salary  conttnne  during  hl» 
absence,  but  will  pay  him  £150.  for  his  traveling  expenses,  on  his  bond,  wiUtont 
interest. 

Signed  etc., 

Archibald  Laidiie. 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

(Kingston.) 

1772,  July  20th.     The  Rev.  Depp,  have  received  a  letter  from 

Kingston,  dated  April  16,  1772,  signed  by  the  Elders  and  Deacons. 

xiv.  289. 

Synodalia,  1772. 

Ifew  York  and  New  Jersey.  Art.  43.  Inseratur  the  report  of 
our  Committee  ad  res  Exteras.     xiv.  298. 

Acts  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  July  28-Aug.  6, 1772, 

Pp.  37-42.     Vol.  65. 

Article  44. — Xew  York  axd  Xew  Jersey. 

Their  Hon.  Mightinesses,  the  Corresponding  Delegates  and  the  Deputies  will  lO 
be  glad  to  hear  good  news  from  those  regions.  All  the  Classes  give  this  mitter 
into  the  hands  of  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  wishing  the  church  there  sdcccMi 
and  asking  the  Classis  to  continue  its  efforts;  expressing  their  thanks  also  foriQ 
the  information  communicated  to  the  Rev.  Assembly. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  informs  the  Christian  Synod  of  its  having  receired  t 
letter  from  the  Rev.  Convention  of  Ministers  and  Elders  of  the  Reformed  Dntcb 
Churches  in  the  Provinces  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  assembled  at  the  kind 
request  of  the  Rev.  Consistory  of  New  York,  at  that  place,  Oct.  15,  16,  17,  and  18i 
1771,  for  the  puri)08e  of  plauuing  for  the  peace  and  unity  of  the  churches.  Tht 
letter  was  dated  Oct.  18,  1771,  and  slfrned  by  John  H.  Livingston.  S.S.Th.  Doctor, 
Verb!  Dlvlul  Minister,  Neo  Eboracensis,  President:  Isaac  Rysdyk,  V.  D.  M.  rf 
FIshklll,  etc.,  Scriba.  and  Ellardns  Westerlo.  V.  D.  M.  of  Albany,  Scriba.  It 
stated  that  the  letters,  written  by  the  Classis  to  the  Brethren  of  the  Conferentle 
and  the  CoetuR,  had  duly  been  received  by  their  Reverences;  that  thereupon  the 
Consistory  of  New  York  had  Invited  their  churches  to  come  together  there  for  the 
purpose  of  planning  for  a  desirable  li^nlon:  that  shortly  after  that,  the  most  of 
them  had  assembled  there;  that  their  Revs,  had  already  received  several  repwf 
concerning  those  who  were  abs(»nt,  which  went  to  show  that  the  greater  part  of 
them  had  stayed  away  on  account  of  domestic  inconveniences,  and  so  led  them  to 
hope  that  the  Plan  of  Union  would  meet  their  pleasure. 

This  Plan,  taken  from  the  minutes  of  their  Assembly,  held  from  the  ISth  to 
the  18th  of  October,  they  had,  as  their  Revs,  write,  the  honor  of  obligingly  tnd 
dutifully  sending  with  their  letter  to  the  Classis,  and  with  the  humble  and  oort 
earnest  request  that  It  would  consider  the  same  as  soon  as  possible,  and  appro^* 
it  in  accordance  with  the  general  desire  of  the  churches  assembled. 

They  flatter  themselves  with  the  hope  that  this  beginning  of  peace,  love  ft^d 
unity  will  be  particularly  agreeable  to  the  Classis,  while  its  care  for  the  Chorch 
of  (Jo<1  In  that  country  makes  them  confident  that,  after  the  Union  so  happl^f 
effected,  the  Classis  will  take  special  pleasure.  In  what,  in  the  interest  of  theif 
churches,  they  have  taken  the  liberty  to  submit  for  Its  consideration  and  advlcei 

The  approval  of  the  Classis  Is  of  so  great  Importance  that,  without  it,  notblnf 
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be  definitely  settled;  and  In  this  particular  It  would  have  so  much  influence, 
t  the  Ciassls,  as  their  Revs,  hope,  will  be  the  more  readily  and  strongly  moved 
favor  a  general,  well-established  Union. 

I'he  letter  closes  with  a  request  for  a  favorable  and  early  answer. 
The  Minutes  of  the  abovementloned  Convention,  consisting  of  22  ministers  and 
elders,  46  members  in  all,  which  were  forwarded,  with  the  letter  mentioned,  to 

Classis.  is  of  the  following  import: 

Here  follow  the  Minutes  of  the  Convention  complete.     See  Oct.   15-18,   1771.] 
I'ote— In  a  postscript  to  the  aforesaid  letter  their  Revs,  state  that  in  the  Minutes 
their   Convention   they   had  forgotten   to   mention   that   Rev.    Hermanus  Meyer 
y  and  cheerfully  agreed  with  them  al>out  the  Articles  of  Union. 
.  letter,  written  by  the  Rev.  Consistory  of  New  York  to  the  Classis  concerning 

matter,  contained  among  other  things  the  following: 
hat,  as  the  letters  from  the  Classis  have  served  as  the  basis  of  their  Union, 

as  the  Plan  (of  Union)  which  it  proposed  was  followed  as  closely  as  possible 
he  Articles  of  their  Union,  their  Revs,  had  reason  to  hope  that  the  Plan  would 
icceptable  to  all  the  churches  In  that  country;  and  that,  therefore,  they  wish 
;  It  may  please  the  Classis  to  accept  the  Plan  In  its  entirety,  and  to  approve  It 
tiout  essential  changes.  In  order  that  by  means  of  its  confirmation  with  full  con- 
t  of  the  Classis,  the  Peace  and  Union  effected  may  be  the  more  readily  wel- 
od  by  all,  and  endure  for  all  time, 
hat,  after  mature  deliberation  the  names  of  "Convention"  and  "Coetus"  were 

mentioned,  but  only  those  of  Particular  and  General  Assemblies  were  used, 
ause  the  old  name  of  Coetus  is  so  well  lilced  in  that  country,  that  It  is  to  be 
red  that  many  who  trouble  themselves  more  about  names  than  things  might, 
the  sake  of  the  name,  not  unite  with  them;  and  the  name  of  Convention  also, 
t>elng  the  same  with  that  of  an  Assembly  of  Episcopal  ministers,  would  not  be 
:able  to  them. 

*hat,  as  we  live  so  far  removed  from  them,  and  possibly  cannot  be  so  well 
Uainted  with  the  particular  domestic  circumstances  of  their  churches  as  those 
>  are  there,  their  Revs,  take  the  liberty  to  state  that,  living  under  an  English 
emment,  they  are  by  their  beloved  rulers  established  in  their  "freedom"  and 
their  "Ecclesiastical  Acts,"  as  a  Netherland  Church;  and  that  they  are  sur- 
hded  also  by  a  number  of  sects  which  have,  all  of  them,  a  high  regard  for 
Dt)  from  the  fact  that  they  bear  the  name  of,  and  are  essentially  one  with,  the 
Owned  Netherland  Zion.  Prom  this  it  appears  how  necessary  It  is  for  them  to 
Ve  in  all  things  that  they  are  indeed  a  ITolland  Church,  and  that  they  hold 
fJiselves,  not  only  to  the  Doctrine,  but  also,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  the  Perm 
Government  established  by  the  Synod  of  Dordrecht  in  1618  and  1619;  and  that, 
f«fore,  it  would  be,  not  only  for  their  respectable  standing,  but  even  for  their 
>ty,  to  have  the  very  name  and  form  of  government  of  the  churches  In  Holland; 

that,  because  they  are  intent  on  a  strong  connection  (sterke  verbintemisse) 
h  their  Mother  Church,  and  because  such  connection  cannot  well  be  maintained 
er  the  names  of  Classis  and  Synod,  they  have  resolved  to  abide  by  the  names 
E*articular  and  General  Assemblies. 

'hat,  finally,  their  Revs,  feel  assured  that  the  agreeable  tidings  concerning  their 
happily  effected  peace  will  be  a  matter  of  rejoicing  to  the  Classis:  they  also 
rtsh  the  hope  that  the  Lord,  who  has  begun  thus  remarkably  to  bless  them,  will 
tinue  to  be  with  tlwrni,  and  establish  there  a  flourishing  Church-State,  a  true 
9-  Netherland,  a  Daughter,  who  shall  be  to  her  respected  Mother  an  honor,  and 
»eed  be.  a  Pella. 
'he  Classis,  to  whifh  the  care  of  the  ('hnrch  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey  was 

by  the  Christian   Synod,  by  Its  action  in  the  year  1758,   (1768)  and  which.  In 

year  1770,  was  requostod  by  the  Christian  Synod  to  keep  the  churches  of  New 
*k  and  New  Jersey  under  its  supervision,  and.  In  matters  that  come  up,  to  act 
t^rdlng  to  circumstances,  has,  in  order  to  cause  no  delay  in  this  salutary  work 
peace,  but  rather  to  cause  it  to  come  to  a  full  conclusion,  at  Its  first  meeting 
ir  the  receipt  of  the  agreeable  reports,  maturely  considered  the  Articles  framed, 
i  found  that  they  substantially  agree  with  the  Plan  proposed;  and.  taking  into 
Ount  also,  all  the  special  circumstances  in  which  the  New  York  and  New 
aey  churches  are  situated.  It  has  unanimously  approved  the  Plan  of  Union, 
hout  making  any  ehange  therein  or  adding  anything  thereto,  heartily  desiring 
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that  those  brethren  also  who  were  not  present  at  the  meeting  and  those  chnrebef 
which  have  not  yet  accepted  this  Plan  may  be  animated  with  the  same  leal  for 
peace  and  Unity,  and  occcpt  the  Plan  of  Union  wlthont  making  essential  channel 
therein;  In  such  a  way,  however,  that  the  General  Assembly  of  the  United  brethren 
or  churches  shall  not  only  retain  the  liberty,  but,  according  to  the  contents  of  tU 
Articles  approved  by  the  Classls,  be  also  obliged  to  make  sach  additions  and  ngs- 
latious  concerning  domestic  matters  as  the  well-being  of  the  churches  shall  require. 

Whereof,  the  now  United  Brethren,  Ministers  and  Elders  of  the  Churches  in  tb» 
Provinces  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  were  by  the  Classis,  by  the  first  oj^wv 
tunlty,  via.  London,  informed.  Their  Hon.  Mightinesses,  the  Corresponding  Dele- 
gates, the  Deputies  and  all  the  Classes  are  glad  that  peace  has  been  effected,  tai 
accept  the  reports,  for  information. 

In  answer  to  the  letter  of  Rev.  Martinet:  a  letter  was  received  from  the  PreAf- 
terian  Synod  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  containing  a  declaration  of  its  deiire 
to  enter  into  correspondence  with  the  North  Holland  Synod;  bnt,  as  the  Synod  It 
anxious  to  know  what  matters  that  correspondence  is  to  cover,  it  asks  the  scribe 
to  send  a  most  friendly  reply  to  the  above  named  letter. 


Church  of  Xew  York. 

New  York,  Ang.  3rd,  1771 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Upon  the  foregoing  resolution,  domine  Lambertns  de  Ronde  made  a  forttar 
representation,  that  he  had  the  consent  of  various  neighboring  ministers  to  I■^ 
form  service,  during  his  absence,  at  the  Consistory's  request.  For  this  he  wmM 
satisfy  them.  He  therefore  requested  that  the  salary  might  contlnae  dnrlaf  kb 
absence  without  any  reduction. 

After  long  consideration  the  Consistory  resolved  that  the  foregoing  Resototiai 
be  repealed,  and  in  its  place  that  his  Reverence  should  receive  £150.,  on  hit  bosl 
for  one  year,  without  interest;  £50.  for  a  present;  and  £50.  yearly,  to  beptUI* 
his  wife  in  quarterly  payments;  and  further,  the  Consistory  would  provide  fbr  ttt 
service  and  pay  the  ministers  during  his  absence. 

Signed  etc., 

Archibald  Laidlle,  p.  t.  President 


Church  of  Xkw  York. 

New  York,  Oct.  5th,  1772. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

The  Elders  Theodore  Van  Wyck,  Jacobus  Van  Zandt,  Isaac  Roosevelt  and  Abfin 
Lott  were  chosen,  with  the  ministers,  to  attend  the  ensuing  Meeting  of  WaM^ 
and  Elders,  with  the  same  authority  as  In  the  previous  meeting. 

The  Deacon  Jno.  Steg  was  directed  to  make  a  new  vault  In  the  New  Chvnh 
yard,  which  he  undertook  to  do. 

Resolved,  That  no  wood  be  laid  In  for  stoves  in  the  churches  during  the  winter 
season. 

Signed, 

J.  H.  Livingston,  p.  t.  President 

General  Meeting  of  ^Iinisteks  and  Elders  of  New  Yokk  axd 

Xew   Jersey,   Oct.   1772.     In  Mints,   of  Synod  of 

Xortii  Holland,  July,  1773,  Art.  46. 

Extracts. — Approval  of  Calls. 

Rev.  H.  Meyer  presented  to  the  Rev.  Body  a  Call  from  Totowa  and  Pompton,  t"^ 
requested  Its  kind  approval,  which  was  granted.  In  connection  with  hearty  pr»y«* 
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SBd  desires  for  a  blessing  npon  the  event.  The  Rev.  Body,  at  this  meeting, 
ipproved  the  testimonial  given  at  his  request  to  Dr.  Hermanns  Meyer  by  the  last 
President  and  Clerk,  and  decided  it  sufficient. 
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Case  of  J.  Arondeus. 

The  Rev.  Body  perceiving  that  a  certain  Joannes  Arondens  claims  to  be  a 
Reformed  Dutch  Minister,  while  yet,  as  far,  as  they  know,  he  is  possessed  of  no 
•cclesiastical  attestation,  this  Rev.  Body  warn  all  Reformed  Churches  not  to  admit 
ktm  or  any  others  who  have  not  suitable  testimonials  to  the  ministration  of  the 
Word  and  sacraments. 


Time  and  Place  of  Meeting. 

The  gentlemen  appointed  a  committee  more  particularly  to  define  the  time  and 
node  of  the  General  and  Particular  ecclesiastical  meetings  which  are  to  be  held, 
leported  to  the  Rev.  Body,  that  according  to  their  unanimous  Judgment, 

1.  The  General  Meeting  might  conveniently,  according  to  former  usage,  be  held 
on  the  first  Tuesday  of  October;  and  that  since  It  has  now,  three  times  in  succes- 
rion,  been  held  at  New  York,  it  should  next  be  held  at  Kingston,  and  thenceforth 
alternately  at  these  places,  in  accordance  with  the  Plan  of  Union,  Art  XVIII. 

2.  Respecting  the  Particular  Bodies,  the  Committee  are  of  opinion: 

(a)  That  the  most  suitable  time  of  meeting  will  be  the  third  Tuesday  of  Sep- 
tember; the  members  of  the  same  being  left  at  liberty  afterwards  to  make  anch 
other  regulations  with  reference  to  it  as  they  may  be  best  able;  as  also. 

(b)  That  the  calling  of  the  Particular  meetings,  both  ordinary  and  extraordinary, 
■hiill  now,  for  the  first  time,  be  executed  by  the  oldest  Minister  in  years  and 
ienrlce  of  each  of  them: 

Of  that  of  New  York.  Rev.  Joannes  Rltsema;  Kingston,  Rev.  Isaac  Rysdyk; 
iJbany,  Rev.  J.  C.  Freyenmoet;  New  Brunswick,  Rev.  Joannes  Leydt;  Hackensack* 
BeT.  J.  H.  Goetschlus. 

8.  Respecting  the  congregations  which  still  stand  aloof,  they  are  of  opinion  that, 
Iqr  reason  of  the  distance  and  for  greater  convenience,  privilege  should  be  given 
tbem  to  subscribe  the  Articles  of  Union  in  the  Particular  Assemblies,  a  copy  and 
Mport  of  which  should  be  given  and  made  to  the  next  General  Meeting ;  and  to  this 
end,  at  well  as  for  the  purpose  of  recording  their  Acts,  each  body  shall  keep  a 
lK>ok  or  ledger  In  which,  first  of  all,  the  Articles  of  the  Plan  of  Union  shall  be 
earefnlly  recorded,  and  be  again  first  subscribed  by  the  component  membeirs 
whereby  opportunity  will  at  the  same  time  be  afforded  to  those  congregations  to 
■abecribe  which  liave  not  as  yet  done  so. 

4.  They  are  also  of  opinion,  that  each  particular  body  should  be  required  to 
deliver,  by  their  delegates,  their  Minutes  to  the  General  Ecclesiastical  Body,  to  the 
end  that,  by  comparing  the  order  and  method  of  procedure  adopted  In  them  with 
the  Articles  of  Union,  the  same  may,  as  far  as  possible,  be  rendered  uniform. 

These  things  having  been  considered,  the  Rev.  Body  resolved  to  change  the  pro- 
posal of  the  Committee  into  a  resolution  of  this  Rev.  Body. 


Pkofessorate. 

The  subject  of  Professorship  having  been  in  the  most  careful,  serious  and  atten- 
tive manner  considered,  and  having  been  discussed  at  length,  it  was  concluded  by 
the  Rev.  Body,  that  there  was  as  yet  no  prospect  of  consummating  this  object, 
especially  ns  It  was  feared  that  a  collection  at  the  present  time  might  give  occasion 
to  some  of  the  congregations  which  yet  stood  aloof,  still  longer  to  defer  subscribing, 
besides  causing  other  inconveniences. 

Wherefore,  the  Rev.  Body,  although  to  their  regret,  postponed  action  on  this 
•abject,  with  earnest  recommendations,  notwithstanding  to  the  respective  brethren 
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not  only  to  keep  the  matter  alive  and  most  earnc^stly  lay  it  to  heart,  but.  at  all 
convenient  opportunities,  to  represent  it  to  their  congregations  as  one  of  the  chief 
prerequisites  to  the  well-being  of  our  Church;  and  at  the  same  time  to  seek  to 
ascertain  how  far  it  might  be  i>osslbIe  for  each  one  to  establish  in  his  congregation 
a  fund  for  the  forementloned  purpose,  and  to  report  the  same  to  the  next  Genenl 
Meeting. 

Best  Places  for  Students. 

Is,  in  the  meantime.  Resolved,  That  If,  in  the  interval,  any  students  should  be 
desirous  of  being  prepared  for  the  holy  ministry,  they  shall  resort  to  one  of  tbe 
following  places,  as  best  calculated  to  secure  a  learned  education,  vis:  New  Tori, 
Albany,  Fishkill,  Raritan,  and  Hackensack. 


Kingston  and  Rev.  Meyer. 

It  further  seemed  tit  to  tbe  Rev.  Body,  In  order  to  effect  an  adjustment  of  tbe 
difficulties  at  Kingston,  to  appoint  a  committee,  to  produce.  If  possible,  a  recon- 
ciliation as  well  between  the  congregation  and  Rev.  Meyer  as  between  the  different 
parties  in  the  congregation.  The  gentlemen  delegated  were  Revs.  J.  Rysdyk  tad 
E.  Westerlo. 


The  General  Meeting  of  Xew  York  and  Xew  Jer.sey,  Pek 
Rev.   J.  II.  GoETscHius,   President  and  John   C.   Rubel, 

SciilBE^    TO    the    ClASSIS    OF    AMSTERDAM,    SeCOND    TcESDAY, 

Oct.  1772.     Vol.  33,  Page  410.     Xo.  484. 

(Abstract.) 

In  this  they  say  that  they  receievd  our  letter,  with  the  Acts  of  the  Synod  Ot  tbi 
year  1771  in  good  order  and  in  due  time.  In  the  name  of  the  General  Heetlaf 
they  thanked  us  for  the  fraternal  love  and  care  shown  them  in  this  way.  They  mj 
that  they  were  glad  to  notice  from  our  letter  the  satisfaction  which  the  diflli 
takes  In  the  Union  effected  by  them  ;  and  declare  themselves  willing  to  emplof 
every  means  and  affort  to  bring  tbe  brethren,  who  still  keep  at  a  distance,  and 
their  churches,  to  their  love — inspired  Union  and  the  signing  of  the  Articles  adopted. 
To  which  end  tlicy  will,  If  necessary,  take  the  liberty  to  ask  the  Classls  for  advice. 
They  send,  in  name  of  the  general  Assembly,  the  Minutes  of  their  session,  held  M 
the  second  Tuesday  in  the  month  of  October,  1772.  From  this  we  can  see  whit  to 
the  state  of  their  churches,  for  the  Improvemont  of  which  they  pray ;  and  close  irltb 
congratulation. 

CiirRcii  OF  Xew  York. 

New  York,  Oct  30th,  1772. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  two  lots  in  Maiden  Lane  lying  next  to  the  house  of  CoL 
Robert  Livingston,  be  leased  to  Walter  Heyer  and  Jonathan  Blake  for  a  term  of 
fifteen  years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  £25.  for  the  two.  This  they  shall  divide  wltb 
each  another  and  each  bring  his  quota. 

2.  The  Elder  Brinckerhoff,  presented  a  general  account  of  receipts  tnd  expe1ld^ 
tures  of  the  collections  from  the  beginning  made  In  these  congregations  under  Bn^ltob 
worship,  from  May  17,  1764  up  to  October  20,  1772,  amounting  In  all  to  £2911  :!*:«• 
Out  of  this  had  been  paid,  according  to  custom,  founded  on  the  proposal  and 
resolution  of  Mr.  Abram  Lefferts  and  others,  In  July  21,  1763,  since  the  aforeftid 
English  service  In  the  New  Church  was  begun,  as  follows :  Two  thirds  of  tbt 
expense  of  the  salary  of  the  chorister ;  one  half  for  the  support  of  the  poor ;  all  tbe 
costs  of  the  candles ;  and  further,  all  that  peculiarly  belonged  to  the  Bngllsb  ler 
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'▼Ice,  amountiiig  in  the  aforesaid  time  to  £1918:18:10;  so  that  there  was  a 
remainder  of  £992:15:0.  This  account  was  read  in  Consistory  and  approved  and 
thereon  Resolved 

1.  That  the  same  be  recorded  in  the  Deacon's  book. 

2.  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  church  strike  off  the  sum  of  £436:  4:  2,  for  the 
printing  etc.  of  the  English  Psalm  book,  and  put  the  said  sum  to  the  Debit  of  the 
Deacons. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  H.  Livingston,  p.  t.  President. 

Rev.  John  Abondeus  at  New  York,  to  the  Very  Rev.  Classis 

OF  Amsterdam,  Dec.  2,  1772. 

Portfolio,  "  New  York,"  Vol.  II.     Also  Abstract,  in  Vol.  33,  page 

389.     No.  477.     Postage  paid  to  London. 

Ifnch  Respected  Sirs  and  Brethren : — 

When  I  brought  to  your  Revs,  a  package  of  letters  from  Jamaica,  on  Long  Island, 
it  became  sufficiently  clear  from  my  certificate  that  I  could  no  longer  find  my  neces- 
sary support  in  Kings  County.  The  entire  Consistory  of  the  five  united  churches, 
however,  made  request  that  I  might  be  helped. 

After  I  had  invested  three-fourths  of  my  capital  (staatje)  in  Gelderland,  I  went 
to  live  under  the  government  of  the  King  of  Denmark  for  several  years,  because 
living  there  was  very  cheap.  I  found  there  but  thirteen  people  of  the  Reformed 
•Church,  whom  I  sought  to  edify  as  well  as  myself.  And  when  some  years  later 
my  only  income  (interest)  failed,  I  was  obliged  to  employ  a  lawyer;  and  now  I  have 
lost  everything,  as  I  can  prove  by  a  letter  received  from  him. 

The  thought  then  occurred  to  me  that,  inasmuch  great  numbers  sail  for  America, 
yearly,  coming  from  many  quarters,  the  spiritual  harvest  there  must  be  great;  and 
that,  it  would  be  best  for  me  to  locate  there.  So  I  went  there'  from  Holland  with  a 
proper  certificate.  I  then  found  that  there  was  need  of  thirteen  ministers  for 
places,  all  of  which  I  can  name,  and  which  are  vacant  to  this  day.  But  everywhere 
they  told  me  that  they  had  been  instructed  to  let  no  one  preach  In  their  churches 
save  those  who  were  approved  by  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam.  This  necessitated  me 
to  preach  in  houses  and  bams,  for  which  I  received  8  or  9  stivers,  Dutch  money, 
besides  free  residence.  After  doing  this  for  five  years,  the  people  became  disaffected 
through  the  influence  of  envious  slanderers.  They  gave  me,  however,  a  certiflcatt 
In  which  they  state  that  they  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  other  churches  will  find 
that  my  manner  of  life  Is  blameless,  and  my  teaching:  very  acceptable,  and  blest. 

I  was  asked  further  what  I  thought  of  Van  Slnderen's  saying  from  the  pulpit,  that, 
in  the  old  countries  I  had  hanged  myself,  and  had  then  been  burled  at  a  crossroad. 
I  replied.  "  That  is  a  falsehood  which  requires  no  answer."  In  this  country  nothing 
can  be  done  on  account  of  any  slanders,  unless  It  can  be  proven  that,  l>ecanse  of 
them,  losses  have  been  sustained.  Finally,  the  question  was  asked :  *'  What  about 
that  report  concerning  unchastity?"  I  asked  the  two  deacons  (whose  names  were) 
mentioned,  "Did  you  accuse  me  of  unchastity?"  Their  reply  was,  "O  no,  Sir." 
As  soon  as  I  learned  that  I  was  charged  with  such  an  utter  falsehood,  I  took  my 
oath  before  Justice  Nagel ;  and  I  am  very  willing  to  suffer  the  penalty  for  perjury, 
if  any  one  can  prove  that  I  have  made  use  of  such  unholy  language  (as  perjury). 
"  Well,"  said  I,  **  then  I  must  have  your  written  testimony,  signed  by  these  wit- 
nesses, in  order  to  prevent  damaging  consequences." 

Thereupon  I  let  one  of  the  oldest  ministers  read  all  the  said  writings,  and  hit 
answer  was,  "  If  our  Conferentie  bad  been  enabled  to  act  by  itself,  you  would  have 
been  readily  and  long  since  relieved ;  but  now  everything  seems  to  have  become  a 
very  Babel  of  confusion."  Another  minister  said,  **  I  find  the  seed  of  the  devil  In 
it;  but  I  will  risk  my  blood  and  life  to  keep  It  from  exercising  any  Influence."  One 
elder  who  happened  to  bear  it,  said :  **  I  do  not  at  all  doubt  but  that  the  report 
will  pass  away  and  come  to  nothing."  Whereupon  another  elder  said,  "  The  fellow- 
tship  of  such  is  without  real  love,  like  that  between  the  cows  and  the  flies." 
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So  I  And  myself  necessitated  to  take  refuge  with  your  Revs. ;  and  I  most  bamblT 
ask  for  a  favorable  restoration,  in  order  that  I  may  be  fonnd  to  abound  and  to  be 
steadfast  in  the  work  of  the  Most  High.  If  the  answer  I  hope  for  might  come  to  me 
under  cover,  addressed  to  Mr.  Hendrlk  Oudenaarde,  merchant  at  New  York  it  would 
be  sure  to  find  its  way  to  me. 

Wishing  your  Revs,  every  blessing,  I  sign  myself,  as  in  truth, 

Your  Very  Revs. 

Most  obliged  Servant, 

John  Arondeoi. 
Written  at  New  York, 

December  2,  1772. 

Church  of  New  York. 

New  York,  Dec.  15th,  17T2. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Resolved,  that  the  collections  In  the  Old  Church  and  the  New  Church  shall  be 
in  accoi'dance  with  the  0th  of  the  8  Articles,  (Dec.  10,  1702)  for  the  church  and 
the  poor  members,  and  that  they  be  no  more  kept  separate:  and  although  the 
resolution  of  July  21,  1703,  is  Impaired  by  this.  Inasmuch  as  the  ministers  in  the 
English  sorvice  may  be  deprived  of  the  funds,  in  case  the  subscription  runs  short; 
yet  the  Consistory  deems  it  better  to  supply  that  lack  by  the  overplus  of  the 
Elders'  revenues;  and  if,  in  course  of  time,  this  should  occasion  any  dlfficnlty, 
the  English  minister  shall  have  the  right  to  appeal  to  the  resolution  of  July  21, 
1703.  Therefore  the  records,  in  the  Deacons'  book,  shall  remain  as  they  are,  so 
far  as  to  denote  separately  the  collections  in  the  separate  services. 

A  new  bond  was  signed  and  sealed  to  Capt.  Jno.  Shoals,  for  £000.  at  lix 
per  cent.,  in  place  of  one  called  in  by  Mr.  Henry  van  der  Spiegel. 

Resolved,  That  it  shall  be  published  next  Sunday  afternoon  In  the  North  Cburdk 
that  they  who  are  in  arrears  for  pew  rents  in  that  Church  shall  make  payment 
before  the  20th  or  2Sth  of  January  next;  otherwise  the  pews  shall  be  let  to  the 
first  comer. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Rltzema,  p.t.  President. 

The  Trustees  of  Queens  College,  (Per  Revs.  J.  R.  Habden- 
BERGH,  John  Leydt,  and  John  M.  Van  Harlingen),  to  thb 
Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Dec  30,  1772.  Vol.  33,  Page  415. 
No.  485. 

(Abstract.) 

In  this  letter  they  say  that,  in  response  to  the  request  of  the  overseers  (opfien- 
ders)  of  their  Church,  his  Excellency,  the  Governor  of  New  Jersey,  has  granted 
a  Charter  for  the  establishment  of  a  *'  School  "  in  the  Interest  of  the  Doteh 
Reformed  Church.  That  the  nmple  Privileges  of  that  Charter  give  hope  of  8<*'Df 
that  School  grow  to  be  a  complete  University.  They  send  us  a  printed  copy  of 
the  Charier  in  the  English  Innjrnnffo.  They  say  that  that  School  is  name^ 
"  Queens  College "  and  is  located  at  New  Brunswick,  and  has  now  been  opo^ 
under  the  direction  of  two  Instructors,  (leermeesters)  who  teach  the  usnal  l^oiP* 
uages,  arts  and  sciences,  (gowone  talon,  kunsten  en  Wetenschappen).  They  ^^ 
celve  that  the  prosperity  of  that  College  depends  on  the  qualifications  of  the  o** 
who  is  to  fill  the  office  of  its  President.  The  Trustees  (Curatoren)  have,  therefore, 
commissioned  the  undersigned  to  look  about  for  a  capable  person  who  wonW 
administer  that  office  on  favornble  conditions,  and  to  report  to  them  on  the*' 
commission.  These  now  come  to  ns  for  refuge,  and  request  that  we  would  ^ 
pleased  to  correspond  with  the  Faculty  of  Utrecht  with  a  view  to  obtainhig  » 
person  who  Is  possessed  of  the  following  qualifications: 

1.  He  is  to  fill  the  office  of  a  Professor  of  Theology,  for  those  who  want  to 
study  Theology. 
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2.  He  Is  to  assume  tbe  management  (opperbestler)  of  those  who  are  Instructed 
In  languages,  etc.,  through  tutors,  until  the  time  when  the  Trustees  (Curatoren) 
«hall  be  in  a  condition  to  support  professors  In  Philosophy. 

3.  On  tbe  Lord's  Day  he  will  have  to  do  more  or  less  of  the  work  of  a  minister* 
and  so  will  have  to  be  a  member  of  a  higher  or  lower  Church  Assembly,  con- 
formaMy  to  their  adopted  Articles.  They  also  ask  us,  in  passing,  that  we  would 
let  them  know  what  salary,  we  think,  that  professor  ought  to  have  besides  the 
profcssidiial  residence. 

4.  He  must  be  a  man  of  tried  piety. 

5.  Attached  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Netherland  Church. 

6.  A  mun  of  thorough  learning. 

7.  Well-natured. 

8.  Free  and  friendly  in  conversation. 

0.  He  should  be  master  of  the  English  language,  (Hy  dient  de  Engelsche  taal 
magtig  te  zyn,)  because  of  the  increasing  prevalence  of  that  language,  and  because 
the  students  understand  nothing  of  the  Dutch  language.  He  might  dictate  In 
Latin,  but  he  could  not  satisfy  therewith  all  the  requirements  of  his  office  as 
overseer. 

10.  Finally,  he  should  be  pleased  to  dictate  on  Mark's  Medulla. 

By  anticipation  they  say  that,  if  Mr.  Professor  Bonnet,  who,  according  to  well- 
founded  reports  which  seem  to  have  come  to  them,  had  formerly  had,  and  may 
Btill  have,  a  desire  to  build  up  the  churches  in  their  region,  could  make  up  his 
julnd  to  come  over  to  them,  it  would  be  most  acceptable  because  his  High  Rev. 
has  all  the  required  qualiflcations,  and  would  easily  acquire  the  English  language. 

They  further  say  that  they  are  well  aware  of  the  fact  that  it  will  be  difficult  to 
Induce  a  person,  possessed  of  the  said  qualifications,  to  leave  the  Fatherland  and 
his  friends;  but  that  they  set  over  against  that,  what  they  hope  may  prevail  with 
him,  namely, 

1.  The  service  that  would  be  rendered  to  the  church — the  laying  of  the  founda- 
tions, upon  which  it  would  be  built  for  ages  to  come. 

2.  The  Trustees  (Curatoren)  will  not  scrimp  on  the  salary. 

3.  Living  is  cheap,  and  there  is  a  plenty  of  everything. 

4.  Finally,  they  say  that  God  is  able  to  incline  the  heart  hereto. 

In  conclusion  they  ask  for  an  answer  from  us  as  speedily  as  possible;  for  it  It 
their  wish  that  we  may  be  made  worthy  of  taking  part  in  a  matter  of  so  great 
importance:  and  that  God  may  guide  us  in  our  search,  and  cause  the  man, 
•chosen  to  this  work,  to  come  to  our  hands. 

They  close  with  congratulations. 

Governor  Tryon  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth. 
Grants  to  Dellius,  east  of  Champlain.     Eights  of  New  York. 

New  York,  January  5.  1773. 
My  Lord. 

Godfrey  Delllus's  purchase  from  the  Mohocks,  and  grant  under  the  Seal  of  New 
York  in  the  year  1696,  is  esteemed  a  memorable  proof  of  the  right  of  this  Province, 
under  the  Crown,  to  the  lands  on  Lake  Champlain.  It  comprehends  a  large  Tract 
extending  from  Saraghtoga  along  Hudson's  River,  the  Wood  Creek,  and  Lake 
Champlain.  on  the  Knst  side  upwards  of  twenty  miles,  to  the  northward  of  Crown 
Point;  and  it  is  thought,  a  circumstance  of  no  small  Importance,  that  this  grant 
was  repealed  by  the  Legislature  In  the  year  1699  as  an  extravagant  favour  to  one 
subject;  which  Act  would  have  been  a  nullity  If  that  territory  had  not  been  within 
the  Jurisdiction  of  this  Province.* 

—Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  Vol.  viii.  pp.  342.  344-6. 

*See  also  Report  on  the  Boundaries  of  New  York,  1773,  pp.  90-118,  of  same  volume. 
The  grants  of  the  Township  of  Leyden  to  the  Dutch  Church  of  New  York,  and  other 
grants  to  Kings  College  and  to  Trinity  Church,  were  all  within  this  tract :  but  it  was 
ultimately  lost  to  the  grantees,  by  being  included  in  the  State  of  Vermont.  See  Cor- 
wln*8  Manual,  1902,  article  DelUu$. 
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Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

(Xew  York.) 

1773,  Jan.  12th.  Art.  4.  A  letter  was  received  from  New 
York,  together  with  their  Acta,  containing  the  transactions  of  the 
General  Meeting  held  June  16,  1772,  and  following  days.  These 
were  read  to  the  Classis.  The  Classis  rejoices  in  the  harmoniotis 
and  blessed  condition  of  the  church,  and  wishes  upon  them  the 
Lord's  blessing.  Also  a  private  letter  was  received,  stating  that 
in  October,  1772,  sixty-two  churches  entered  into  that  Union,  and 
with  one  mind  will  cherish  the  best  interests  of  the  churches 
there.     In  all  this  the  Classis  greatly  rejoices,     xiv.  306. 

(New  York.) 

Art.  4.  With  other  letters,  a  letter  to  New  York  and  New 
Jersey  was  read.  All  these  letters  are  to  be  found  in  the  Acta. 
Deputatorum  and  were  approved  for  forwarding,     xiv.  306. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Rev.  Gentlemen  Consti- 
tuting THE  "Assembly  of  the  United  Brethren  of  the 
Dutch  Reformed  Church  in  the  Provinces  of  New  York 
AND  New  Jersey."     Jan.  12,  1773.     Vol.  31,  No.  241. 

W^e  received  with  much  Joy  yonr  ever  welcome  lines,  together  with  the  Minatw 
of  the  Rev.  General  Meeting  of  Ministers  and  Elders  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Churches  of  the  Provinces  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  held  June  IGth  and  fol- 
lowing days,  1772.  Therefrom  we  learn  with  much  satisfaction,  that  our  letter  of 
January  14th  1772  came  speedily  to  your  hands  and  produced  such  effecta,  that 
the  worthy  Consistory  of  New  York  was  pleased  at  once  to  make  known  Its  gen- 
eral contents,  by  circular  letter,  to  the  several  churches,  as  well  as  the  approval 
of  the  I'LAN  sent  to  us;  and  that  all  this  was  done  with  as  much  satisfaction  ai 
joy.  We  give  our  thanks  to  the  worthy  Consistory  of  New  York:  also  to  the  Gen- 
eral Meeting,  for  the  declaration  of  thanks  which  they  were  pleased  to  make 
through  the  mouth  of  their  Rev.  President  (Rysdyck),  and  for  the  trouble  and  ioT- 
Ing  care  taken;  while  we  also  pniy  that  their  labor  of  love  may  ever  be  remembered 
of  God.  We  recognize  In  all  this  a  proof  of  their  hearty  and  well-meaning  wal 
for  the  preservation  of  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bonds  af  peace.  We  pray 
that  the  Lord  will  follow  all  the.sio  good  endeavors  with  his  blessing,  and  vlU 
enable  yon  richly  to  enjoy  the  peaceable  fruits  of  the  same.  We  have  already, 
with  gladness,  observed  that  this  labor  In  the  Lord  has  not  been  in  vain,  but  ha» 
resulted  In  one  common  gathering  of  almost  all  the  churches;  and  through  their 
ministers  and  elders  they  have  gladly  signed  the  Articles  of  Peace  already  approved 
by  us.  Only  a  few  are  to  be  expected,  who  had  not  yet  received  sufBcient  author- 
ity from  their  congregations.  Meantime  we  hope  to  l^am  that  these  churches, 
after  they  shall  have  obtained  more  information,  have  united  themselves,  heartily 
and  willingly,  to  the  other  congregations,  at  the  meeting  to  be  held  in  October. 
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It  causes  us  Joy,  if  we  have  by  onr  letters,  contributed  anything  to  your  edifi- 
cation, and  that  you  look  upon  our  efforts  as  a  proof  of  our  love,  and  of  the 
provident  care  which  we  have  for  your  churches.  But  we  gladly  take  this  care 
upon  ourselves.  We  are  never  happier  than  when  we  can  contribute  our  share  to 
the  common  good.  Yea,  our  Joy  is  Increased,  if  we  have  done  anything  to  unite 
our  hearts  more  closely  together,  and  that  you  are  stimulated  to  complete  in  the 
strength  of  the  Lord,  your  well  begun  work. 

We  thank  you  heartily  for  the  Minutes  transmitted  to  us  of  the  Meeting.  We 
mingle  our  thanksgivings  and  our  prayers  to  strengthen  that  which  he  has  already 
wrought  in  you.  We  cannot  omit  to  Inform  you  how  greatly  the  entire  Christian 
Synod  was  filled  with  joy  at  the  good-tidings  of  the  UNION  of  your  churches.  The 
lionorable  civil  Commissioners,  with  all  the  members  of  that  Assembly  expressed 
their  thankful  acknowledgements  of  God's  favor,  and  their  own  gladness  while 
every  one  uttered  a  heartfelt  desire  that  the  God  of  peace  would  be  with  you.  Of 
all  this  you  will  become  more  fully  aware  by  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod,  which.  In 
proof  of  our  loving  care  we  have  the  honor  to  send  you.  Therein  you  will  find  a 
proof  of  the  Joy  and  satisfaction  of  us  all,  as  well  as  in  the  fact  that  that  High 
Assembly  resolved  to  have  the  Minutes  of  your  Assembly,  approved  by  us  in  its 
nsme.  incorporated  in  its  own  Minutes. 

For  the  rest,  we  pray  fervently  that  the  God  of  peace  may  establish  the  work 
of  peace,  follow  it  with  his  Divine  approval,  and  bring  it  to  a  desirable  end,  so 
that  all  the  churches  in  that  land,  so  far  distant  from  us,  may  have  peace  and  be 
established,  and  the  God  of  peace  reign  in  their  hearts;  yea,  that  the  peace  of  God, 
which  passeth  all  understanding,  may  keep  their  hearts  and  minds  through  Christ 
Jesus.  Thus  may  they  have  part  in  the  benefits  of  the  Elingdom  of  the  Savior, 
which  is  righteousness  and  peace  and  Joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost.  May  they  experience 
the  fulfillment  of  the  Lord's  promise,  that  great  may  be  the  peace  of  the  children 
of  the  Church;  and  that  he  may  extend  peace  to  her  as  a  river.  Thereto  may  he 
bless  your  labor  to  the  winning  of  souls,  and  make  your  peace  like  the  billows  of 
the  sea,  and  enable  you  to  experience  how  good  and  pleasant  it  Is  for  brethren  to 
dwell  together  In  unity.  May  the  Lord  command  his  blessing  upon  you;  even 
eternal  life.     May  you  be  blessed  in  your  persons,  etc.,  etc. 

J.  H.  Eck,  Dep.  Praeses. 
S.  Claver,  Dep.  Scriba. 
Amsterdam. 

Jan.  12,  1773. 

Chuech  of  New  York. 
Chorister. 

New  York,  Jan.  21,  1773. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

1.  The  Deacons  inquired  whether  they  should  pay  the  salary  of  the  late  Mr. 
^elp  up  to  this  day? 

Resolved,  That  since  the  son  of  Mr.  Welp  has  hitherto  provided  for  the  pre- 
^vntorship,  the  full  sum  of  six  pounds,  ten  shillings  and  nine  pence  shall  be  given. 

2.  Whether  the  payment  for  the  Consistory  Chamber  shall  now  continue? 
Resolved,  Thot  since  Mr.  Welp  owed  a  note  of  £20.,  of  which  five  pounds  are  still 
^ue.  which  would  be  discharged  by  twice  fifty  shillings,  ending  with  May  1773,  the 
<lote  should  be  surrendered  as  paid,  and  henceforth  no  rent  be  paid  for  the  Con- 
sistory Chaml>er. 

3.  Whether  the  expenses  of  Mr.  Welp's  funeral  should  be  paid  by  the  Deacons? 
^es:  the  account  should  be  called  for  and  paid. 

4.  Should  Anthony  Welp  continue  In  the  service?  The  Consistory  at  present  can 
'^Hake  no  new  appointment.  But  as  Anthony  Welp  has  now  taken  charge  of  the 
Service,  he  is  allowed  to  continue  therein  until  further  orders.  For  each  Sunday 
lie  shall  receive  four  shillings,  and  also  have  the  recording  of  the  (baptisms  of  the) 
children  in  the  Old  Church.  Still  if  in  time  any  one  comes  forward  to  execute 
lals  gifts  for  once  he  shall  apply  to  domlne  RItzoma,  and  in  such  a  case  Anthony 
^elp  shall  give  place.  Further  the  widow  with  her  family  shall  remain  in  the 
church  house  until  May  1773  without  charge. 
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An  account  was  presented  by  Messrs.  Abeel  and  Byvank  for  £5:2:1;  bj  Mr. 
Gerardus  Duycklng  for  £8:12:5.  These  bills  Mr.  Evert  Bancker  was  directed  to 
pay. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Rltzema,  p.  t.  President. 

Chukch  of  New  York. 
Prisoners  for  Debt. 

New  York,  March  17th,  1771 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Ad  oral  request  was  made  In  the  name  of  Isaac  van  Iloek,  now  in  prison  for  t 
debt  of  £25.,  for  the  payment  of  this  sum,  with  the  promise  that  It  should  he  aftv* 
ward  be  deducted  from  his  salary ;  asking  also  for  the  payment  of  two  yean  nlny; 
when  he  would  be  able  to  retrieve  his  affairs.  The  Consistory  resolved,  tfeit 
although  they  lelt  a  Christian  sympathy  with  him  and  his,  this  was  qoits  o«t  d 
their  power. 

Signed  etc., 

Archibald  Laldlie,  p.  t.  PresidCBt 

New  School  Teacher. 

New  York,  March  19th,  ITTS. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

1.  A  proposition  was  presented  for  a  new  school-master  in  place  of  Mr.  Wll^ 
deceased.     This  was  considered  by  the  Consistory  and  is  as  follows : 

Since  Mr.  Nicholas  Welp,  our  free  school-master,  has  died,  it  is  highly 
to  appoint  another  to  Instruct  thirty  poor  children,  in  reading,  writing  and 
ing,  both  in  English  and  In  Dutch.  And  upon  inquiry  we  have  fonnd  a  lit 
in  Mr.  I*eter  van  Steenberg,  who  is  competent  to  instruct  children  in  both 
If  the  Consistory  is  so  Inclined.  The  present  school-house  and  Consistory  ChsialNr 
is  also  so  decayed  that  it  cannot  stand  much  longer.  It  is  therefore  suggested  to  tin 
Consistory,  whether  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  take  down  the  old  school-hoose  ft 
once,  and  put  up  a  new  one,  several  feet  longer,  and  several  feet  broader  thta  tin 
present ;  and  also  make  it  one  story  higher  for  a  Consistory  Chamber  and  CatediUif 
Room.  Thus  would  the  dwelling  house  and  the  new  building  be  brought  under  oot 
roof.  The  Imildlng  should  be  a  frame  building,  with  a  brick  front,  which  can  1* 
built  before  the  new  school-master  can  be  ready  to  come. 

If  then  the  Consistory  think  it  necessary  to  call  the  aforesaid  school-master.  It  li 
supprested  whether  the  following  would  not  be  a  proper  provision  for  his  itlaiy* 
1.  For  the  instruction  of  thirty  poor  children  in  both  languages  as  above  ten  tiill- 
lings  per  quarter,  for  reading,  writing  and  cyphering,  £<JO:0:0. 

2.  For  fire- wood  for  the  same 'each  year  8:0:0. 

3.  For  books,  paper,  ink,  quills,  etc.  yearly  5:0:0. 

4.  Consistory  Chamber  and  Catechists  room, 

kindling  of  fires,  and  lighting  of  candles,  8:0:0. 

£81:0:0. 

N.  B.     Fire-wood  and  candles  to  be  provided  by  the  Deacons. 

5.  The  school-master  to  have  a  house  and  garden  free,  and  the  privilege  rf 
instructing  so  many  other  children,  not  above  tnlrty,  as  he  conveniently  can,  oA 
also  keeping  school  in  the  evening. 

The  Consistory  immediately  resolved  to  carry  out  these  suggestions  as  betnc  ^ 
best  thing  they  could  do  under  present  circumstances. 

2.  It  was  further  Resolved  to  appoint  a  committee  to  prepare  a  call  on  Mr.  tan 
Steenberg,  for  one  year.  In  accordance  with  this  proposition.  The  President  lo' 
Elders,  Lott.  P.  Lott,  Brinkerhoff,  Rapelye,  and  Duryee  were  appointed  thereto. 

3.  The  Elders,  Brinckerhoff.  Duycklng  and  Beekman,  and  the  Deacons.  Abeel  w* 
Hoffman  were  appointed  a  committee  for  the  erection  of  the  building. 

Signed  etc., 

Arch.  Laldlie,  p.  t  President 
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Chuech  of  Xew  York. 

Uall  of  the  Consistory  of  the  Dutch  Keformed  Church  of  New  York 
on  3kfr.  Peter  van  Steenburgh,  at  present  school  master  at  Flat- 
bush  on  Long  Island,      (ilarch  20,  1773.) 

On  account  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Nicholas  Welp,  school  master  of  the  Dutch  Congre- 
gation In  New  York,  the  school  is  broken  up.  On  this  account  the  children  of  the 
^oor  of  our  Congregation  are  destitute  of  the  necessary  instruction.  Also  daily 
izperience  teaches  us  thnt  the  English  language  in  this  laud  is  gaining  such 
prevalence  that  the  Dutch  language  is  continually  diminishing,  and  la  going  ont  of 
lie.  The  Consistory  of  New  York,  therefore,  have  deemed  it  proper  to  call  a 
^raon  who  is  qualified  to  instruct  and  educate  the  children  in  the  English  as  weU 
!■  the  Dutch  language.  This  will  open  the  way  to  Induce  the  children  of  the  poor 
jf  our  congregation  to  receive  instruction  In  the  language  which  they  or  their 
;Mirent8  may  choose.  The  Consistory  having  had  many  favorable  testimonials  of 
four  gifts  and  qualifications,  and  also  having  seen  some  proofs  thereof,  have 
ananimously  agreed  that  you  were  a  proper  person  to  whom  a  call  should  be 
[presented.  Learning  also  that  you  are  favorably  disposed  to  undertake  the  service 
3f  school  master,  if  an  adequate  support  should  be  given,  they  have  resolved  to 
make  a  call  upon  you,  and  they  humbly  do  call  you  to  Instruct  the  children  of  the 
;KX>r  of  our  congregation,  to  the  number  hereafter  named,  both  in  the  English  and 
Dutch  languages,  as  may  be  required,  and  to  teach  them  reading,  writing  anA 
irlthmetic ;  also  the  questions  in  the  Heidelbergh  Catechism  or  such  other  as  la 
conformable  to  the  doctrine  of  our  Dutch  Church.  The  scholars  are  to  be  instmcteA 
md  exercised  therein  at  least  once  a  week.  The  school  is  to  be  opened  every  morn- 
ing, and  also  closed,  with  prayer,  in  order  that  everything  may  be  conducted  with 
nraer  and  to  edification,  and  prove  a  good  example  to  all  present.  We  promise  to 
}mj  you  for  the  service  thus  rendered : 

First;  For  the  instruction  of  thirty  poor  children  in  the  Dutch  or  English  Ian* 
poAge,  as  above  stated,  in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,  the  fourth  part  of  which 
ihaU  be  paid  every  three  months,  £60. 

Second,  Firewood  for  one  year,  £8. 

Third,  Books,  paper,  ink,  quills,  etc.  for  one  year,  £5. 

Fourth,  For  taking  care  of  and  cleaning  the  Consistory  and  Catechising  Chambers, 
ind  the  making  of  fires  and  lighting  candles  when  required,  £8. 

N.B.  The  wood  and  candles  for  the  said  Chamber  shall  be  furnished  by  the 
Deacons. 

Fifth,  For  your  encouragement,  you  shall  have  a  dwelling  hoase  and  garden  free, 
md  also  a  good  room  for  the  school. 

Bittth,  I^hall  be  allowed  to  you  to  instruct  as  many  other  children  as  may  offer 
themselvei^o  you,  but  not  beyond  the  number  of  thirty,  and  also  to  keep  an  evening 
ichool.  ■' 

This  our  agreement  with  you,  shall,  according  to  your  request,  be  for  one  year, 
reckoning  from  the  first  day  of  June  next.  If.  then  it  shall  aot  be  agreeable  to  yon 
o  continue  longer  our  school  master,  you  shall  be  bound  to  give  notice  to  Consistory, 
hree  months  before  the  expiration  of  your  labors,  that  they  may,  during  that  time, 
irovide  another  teacher.  But  if,  then,  the  Consistory  should  be  satisfied  with  your 
Qstruction  and  service  and  be  desirous  that  you  .should  longer  continue  our  school 
naster,  farther  stipulations  may  be  made. 

We  hope  the  above  offer  will  meet  with  your  approbation. 

Wishing  you  and  your  family  all  prosperity  and  blessing,  we  remain,  with  great 
espect. 

In  the  name  and  by  order  of  Consistory, 

Your  servants, 

Archibald  Laidlle,  President,  p.  t 
Jacob  Duryee 
Gerrlt  Rapelye 
Abraham  P.  Lott 
This  was  accepted  by  Mr.  van  Steenburgh.  Dirck  Brinckerhoff 

lew  York,  March  20,  1773. 
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Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

(Arondeus.) 

1773,  April  6th.  Art.  8.  The  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  read  a 
letter  from  Rev.  John  Arondeus,  from  New  York,  dated  December 
2,  1772.     xiv.  310. 

Church  op  New  York. 
Xew  School  House. 

New  York,  May  3rd,  177X 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

The  committee  appointed  for  the  building  of  the  new  school  honse,  represented 
that  money  was  needed  to  buy  materials  for  the  same. 

Resolved.  That  the  treasurer  shall  furnish  such  sums  as  may  be  necessary,  from 
time  to  time,  for  the  building  of  the  said  school  house,  provided  the  amount  doei 
not  exceed  four  hundred  pounds. 

Signed  etc 

Archibald  Laidlie,  p.t.  Preddent 

New  York,  May  24th.  1778. 

This  being  the  quarterly  meeting,  it  was  Resolved,  That  the  widow  of  Mr. 
Nicholas  Welp  shall  receive  from  the  Consistory  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds  for 
her  yearly  support. 

Township  of  Leyden. 

New  York,  June  2nd.  177S. 

Consistory  held  In  the  North  Church,  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

The  committee  appointed  for  the  settling  of  the  Township  of  I-<eyden,  presented 
certain  propositions  upon  which  they  thought  that  it  could  be  conveniently  peopled; 
but  the  Consistory  upon  further  consideration  did  not  think  it  best  that  tlie 
whole  tract  should  be  settled  at  once;  but  that  the  committee  should  send  Mr. 
Cockburn  or  Mr.  Gale  to  lay  out  the  whole.  In  lots  of  two  hundred  acres:— flr»t» 
one  town  plot  In  the  most  suitable  place,  and  in  it  a  piece  of  ground  for  a  Court 
house;  also  for  a  farm  for  a  minister;  acres  for  a  school  master,  etc.,  etc 


New  York  June  4th,  1773. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

1.  Instructions  were  presented  for  Mr.  S.  Gale,  the  surveyor.  In  laying  out  the 
Township  of  Leyden.  Those  were  read  and  approved,  and  referred  to  the  coo- 
nilttoe  to  make  agreement  with  him. 

2.  Resolved,  That  an  order  be  jrlven  to  the  Treasurer  to  pay  two  and  seTenty 
pounds  to  the  said  laud  measurer  for  his  use. 

3.  An  account  of  Mr.  Henry  Sikkels  for  repairs  of  domlne  Ritzema's  houie, 
amounting  to  £13:19:1,  was  presented,  and  ordered  to  be  paid  by  the  treasurer. 

4.  An  Identure  for  the  vault  of  Mr.  Nicholas  Anthony  in  the  church  yard  of  the 
Old  Church  was  presented  and  approved,  and  it  was  ordered  that  the  wil  he 
affixed. 

Signed  etc. 

J.  H.  Livingston,  p.  t  President 
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The  General  Meeting  of  New  York  and  Xew  Jersey,  Per 
Kev.  Jacob  R.  Hardenbergii  of  Raritan,  to  the  Classis  of 
Amsterdam,  June  3,  1773.     Vol.  33,  Page  417.     No.  486. 

(Abstract.) 

They  say  In  this  letter,  that  the  reason  why  we  received  the  preyloas  letter 
only  after  such  a  long  interval  of  time,  was  owing  to  the  inconveniences  of 
navigation  between  their  country  and  Holland.  The  letter  had  remained  at  New 
Tork,  and  was  not  sent  until  three  weeks  ago,  and  then  by  way  of  England. 

They  further  inform  us,  that  copies  of  the  letters  sent  to  us  (the  Classis)  were 
delivered  and  unanimously  approved,  while  the  writer  was  Instructed  to  Inform 
QB  of  the  late  receipt  of  the  letters  (to  them?) 

They  hoped  that  we  would  consider  the  letters  sent  us  as  coming,  not  from  the 
committee  only,  but  from  ihe  entire  respected  Assembly,  and  thus  judge  them  to 
be  of  the  more  weight;  and  that  the  trouble  we  are  asked  to  take  may  not  prove 
wearisome  to  us. 

The  writer,  too,  begs  pardon  for  not  enclosing  the  Charter  (of  Queens  College) 
In  the  first  letter,  the  omission  being  due  to  haste.  He  closes  with  a  request  for 
a  speedy  answer. 

In  a  Postscript,  written  In  English  on  a  small  bit  of  paper,  we  are  advised  as  to 
directing  our  answer. 

Church  of  New  York. 
Quit  rents  remitted  for  Township  of  Leyden. 

New  York,  Jnne  22nd,  1773. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

A  letter  was  delivered,  enclosing  a  full  remission  from  our  gracious  Sovereign, 
King  George  III,  of  the  quit-rents  of  the  Township  of  Leyden,  In  consequence 
of  a  petition  made  to  his  Majesty  by  this  Church.  This  was  received  with  especial 
joy  by  the  Consistory,  who  charged  the  committee  on  this  matter  to  prepare  and 
forward  a  suitable  address  of  thanks  to  his  Majesty,  as  also  to  his  Ministers  of 
State,  by  whose  influence  this  was  obtained;  also  to  Mr.  William  Kllly  who  has 
been  our  agent  and  correspondent  in  this  matter. 

Further,  Resolved.  That  this  committee  make  a  full  report  of  all  their  proceed- 
ings in  relation  to  the  obtaining  of  the  remission,  so  that  It  may  be  recorded  In 
the  Book  of  the  State  of  the  Township  of  Leyden. 

Resolved,  That  thanks  be  tendered  to  the  treasurer,  Lott,  for  his  special  pains 
In  this  matter,  and  he  being  present  in  the  Consistory  as  a  Ruling  Elder,  this  duty 
was  performed  forthwith  by  the  President. 

An  account  for  £12:16:9.  was  presented  for  a  silver  salver,  given  by  the  Elders 
to  the  learned,  T.  Th.  Wllhclmus  Maas,  Minister  at  St.  Croix,  for  his  acceptable 
service  at  various  times  last  winter,  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  the  congregation. 
This  was  accepted  and  an  order  given  to  the  treasurer,  Bancker,  to  pay  it. 

Signed  etc. 

J.  H.  Livingston,  p.  t.  President. 

New  York,  July  2nd,  1778. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

The  King  of  Great  Britain's  warrant  for  the  remission  of  the  quit  rents  upon 
the  Township  of  Leyden,  forever,  or  so  long  as  the  same  was  In  possession  of  the 
Dutch  Reformed  Congregation  of  Jesus  Christ  in  the  City  of  New  York,  was  pre- 
sented and  read.  Also  (a  letter)  from  Mr.  William  Kllly,  who  sent  over  the 
warrant  to  us  and  to  whose  discreet  and  zealous  efforts  we  are  especially  indebted 
for  this  fnvor  of  onr  gracious  Sovereign. 

Addresses  of  thanks  to  his  Majesty,  and  to  dlfTcreut  gentlemen  around  his 
throne,  were  presented  by  the  committee.  These  being  read,  were  approved  and 
ordered  to  be  forwarded. 
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Resolved,  That  £60.  sterling,  to  be  paid  by  Treasurer  Bancker,  for  the  costi  of 
the  remission  of  the  quit  rentH  of  the  Township  of  Leyden. 

Signed  etc. 

J.  Rltzema,  p.  t  President 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Synodalla,  1773. 

Orange  Ifassau,  Art.  5.     The  Classis  perseveres  in  cordial  and 

fervent  prayers  to  the  All  Sufficient  God,  that  His  ir.ost  preciouB 

blessings  may  rest  upon  His  Illustrious  Highness,  the  Lord  Prince, 

Netherland's  Hereditary  Stadholder,  and  the  House  of  Orange 

Nassau,  particularly  upon  the  Hereditary  Prince,  bom  to  the  joy 

of  the  country,  unto  length  of  days ;  and  commends  all  that  may 

be  appropriate  to  this  Article  to  Messrs.  Depp,  by  continuance. 

xiv.  317. 

Letters. 

1773,  July  19th.  Art.  G.  The  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras 
read  an  extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Meeting  of  Min- 
isters and  Elders  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  New  York 
and  New  Jersey,  dated  the  second  Tuesday  in  October,  1772,  and 
signed  J.  H.  Goetschius,  President,  and  J.  C.  Rubel,  Clerk,    xiv. 

315. 

Synodalla,  1773. 

New  York  and  New  Jersey.  Art.  43.  hiseratur  the  report  of 
our  Committee  ad  res  Exteras.     xiv.  325. 

Acts  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holl^vnd,  1773. 
Article  4G. — New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

In  the  name  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  the  Adsessor  communicated  the  fo^ 
lowln{?.  with  regard  to  those  churches: 

(Here  of  cur  the  Minutes  of  the  Session  of  Octoher  1772.) 

(At  the  close  of  these  Minutes):  The  Clas&ls  of  Amsterdam  is  thanked  for  the 
report  made,  and  requested  to  continue  its  correspondence  with  those  churchef. 

Chuech  of  New  Yokk. 
Free  Public  School. 

New  York,  Aug.  6tli,  177S. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

The  new  school  hou«?e  being  ready  for  the  reception  of  the  children,  the  Con- 
sistory adopted  the  following  In  respect  to  the  free  scholars: 
1.  No  boy  shall  be  received  under  nine,  and  no  girl  under  eight  years  of  aff. 
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2.  No  child,  so  received,  shall  remain  in  the  school  longer  than  three  years,  so 
as  to  make  room  for  new  ones;  yet  if  no  new  ones  be  hindered  thereby,  they  may 
remain. 

a.  The  children  of  members  shall  have  the  preference  above  others,  if  more  than 
thirty  be  taken. 

4.  It  was  further  Resolved,  That  every  three  months  when  the  quarter  sessions 
are  held,  the  Consistory  shall  make  a  public  visitation  of  the  school,  to  see  what 
progress  the  scholars  are  making.  Also  the  Elders  and  Deacons  shall  do  this 
monthly. 

The  President  for  the  time  being,  and  the  Elders,  C.  Clopper,  D.  Brinckerhoff 
and  G.  Beekman,  and  the  Deacons,  G.  Abeel,  J.  Stoutenberg,  and  Isaac  Kip,  are 
appointed  a  committee  for  one  year,  to  receive  the  children  into  the  school,  and 
determine  the  general  matters  concerning  it;  and  also  from  time  to  time,  to  give 
Information  to  the  Consistory  as  to  its  condition. 

Also  Resolved,  That  the  minister  shall  give  notice  from  the  pulpit  to  the  con- 
gregation that  next  Monday  at  11  o'clock  the  committee  will  receive  scholars  into 
the  free  school,  and  that  every  one  who  has  children  can  present  them  there. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  H.  Livingston,  p.  t.  President. 

New  York,  Aug.  26,  1773. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Home  proposals  for  the  settling  of  the  Township  of  Leyden  were  presented  by 
the  committee,  and  with  a  sleight  amendment,  were  approved. 

Signed, 

J.  H.  liivingston,  p.  t.  President. 

New  York,  Aug.  81,  1778. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Domine  Ritzema  reported  the  names  of  the  persons  who  had  made  an  exhibition 
of  their  gifts  as  choristers  in  the  Old  Church.  Thereupon  it  was  Resolved,  L 
That  the  recording  of  the  children  in  the  Old  Church  shall  be  by  Mr.  Steen- 
berg,  according  to  a  former  resolution  of  Consistory. 

2.  The  salary  of  the  Clerk,  yearly,  is  fixed  at  £12.  New  York  money  in  place 
of  £10.,  because  of  the  loss  of  the  recording  fees. 

8.  Reinler  Hoppe  was  chosen  by  a  majority  to  be  chorister  and  Clerk  In  the 
Old  Church. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  given  to  Treasurer  Bancker  to  pay  to  the  committee 
on  the  school  house  £100.,  in  order  to  pay  off  Messrs.  Steg  and  Post. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  H.  Livingston,  p.  t.  President. 

New  York,  Sept.  16,  1773. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

1.  Jacob  Duryee,  Dirk  Brinckeroff,  Zacharlas  Zikkles  and  Jakobus  Roosevelt 
were  chosen  to  attend  the  next  Meeting  of  Ministers  and  Elders  on  the  coming 
Tuesday. 

2.  Mrs.  Welp  requested  that  the  support  promised  her  by  the  Consistory,  May 
24,  1778,  might  be  given,  and  to  know  from  whom  she  should  receive  it.  Resolved^ 
That  it  be  paid  to  her  every  quarter  from  May  first,  by  the  Treasurer,  Bancker. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  H.  Livingston,  p.  t.  President. 

Acts  of  the  Clajssis  of  Amsteiidam. 

Letters. 

1773,  Oct.  4th.  The  Rev.  Deputati  ad  res  Exteras  read  a  let- 
ter from  Xew  Brunswick,  dated  December  30,  1772,  signed  by 
Jacob  Rutse  Hardenberg. 

126 


1773 


4266  Ecclesiastical  Records 

1773 

Also  a  letter  from  Raritan,  dated  June  3,  1773,  signed  Jacob 
Rutse  Hardenberg. 

Also  a  member  of  this  bodv  read  a  letter  from  Prof.  Franc 
Burmannus  written  in  the  name  of  the  Theological  Faculty  at 
Utrecht,  dated  September  17,  1773.  It  mainly  stated  that  the 
Theological  Faculty  at  Utrecht  is  not  disinclined  to  suggest  to  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam  one  or  more  persons,  who  would  be  capable 
of  being  Professor  and  President  in  New  Jersey ;  and  requests  a 
brief  letter  in  reply  regarding  the  idea  of  the  Classis  on  this  mat- 
ter.    The  letter  was  handed  over  to  Rev.  Deputati  ad  res  Exteras. 

The  Rev.  Classis  judges  that  first  of  all  the  Rev.  Deputati  ad 
res  Exteras  shall  reply  to  Professor  Burmannus.  That  his  letter 
was  read  to  Rev.  Classis,  and  that  the  Classis  shall  transmit  in 
writing  the  Article  upon  this  subject,  as  it  is  to  be  found  in  the 
Acta  of  the  S^Tiod. 

That  the  Classis  cannot  yet  do  anything  in  this  matter,  for  fear 
of  unpleasantnesses;  but  we  shall  write  to  New  York  that  we 
have  received  such  a  letter ;  and  we  will  ask  advice  thereon,  since 
that  letter  does  not  harmonize  with  the  Article  on  the  Professorate 
as  found  in  the  Acta.  When  a  reply  has  been  received,  we  will 
report  thereon. 

Also  a  letter  was  received  from  Drakenstein,  (Cape  Colony) 
dated  Feb.  25,  1772,  and  signed  by  twenty  one  persons.  Finally 
one  was  received  from  Suriname,  dated  Feb.  11,  1773,  and  signed 
by  Jacob  Talland,  V.  D.  M.  and  Clerk,     xiv.  329,  330. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies. 
Meeting  of  Deputies,  Oct.  4, 1773. 
Also  (2)  Deputati  read  a  letter  from  H^ew  Brunswick  dated 
Sept.  30,  1772,  signed  J.  K.  Hardenberg;  (3)  also  a  letter  from 
Karitan,  dated  June  3,  1773,  signed  J.  K.  Hardenberg;  (4)  the 
Classis  places  in  the  hands  of  Deputies,  a  letter  from  Professor 
Franciscus  Burmannus  in  the  name  of  the  Theological  Faculty  of 
Utrecht,  dated  Sept.  17,  1773,  stating  that  this  faculty  is  not  dis- 
inclined, to  propose  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  one  or  more 
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persons  who  would  be  capable  of  being  Professor  or  President  in 
New  Jersey,  requesting  a  note  in  reply  regarding  the  opinion  of 
Classis  in  the  premises.  Deputati  are  requested  to  reply  to  Pro- 
fessor Burmannus,  and  to  transcribe  in  that  reply  the  article  on 
this  matter,  as  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  Acta  of  Synod  of  this 
year;  mentioning  in  addition  that  Classis  can  do  nothing  in  this 
matter  as  yet,  fearing  new  disturbances,  but  will  write  to  New 
York  that  we  have  written  a  letter,  and  therefor  ask  advice, 
since  the  letter  does  not  agree  with  the  article  in  the  Acta  regard- 
ing the  professorate.  And  when  we  receive  an  answer  we  shall 
give  notice  thereof.     Vol.  xxiv:  180-1. 

Church  of  New  Yoex. 

New  York,  Oct  4th,  177«. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Inasmuch  as  William  Nixon  has  assumed  the  lease  of  Isaac  Selover  on  condition 
that  a  new  lease  should  he  given  from  now  on,  at  a  yearly  rent  of  £10.,  and  he 
engages  to  pay  the  £18.  due  thereon  with  the  Interest;  and  to  pay  a  rent  of  £14.; 
and  requests  that  the  lease  may  be  renewed  after  16  years :  All  this  Is  agreed  to 
by  the  Consistory,  and  they  recommend  the  same  to  be  carried  out  by  their  suc- 
cessors In  office. 

It  was  promised  to  Henry  Brinckerhoff  at  his  request  that  his  lease  should  bs 
renewed  for  16  years,  to  begin  May  first  next,  as  above. 

Sigzked, 

J.  Ritzema,  p.  t.  President. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Frnncls  Marscbalk,  permission  was  given  to  some  person 
in  the  North  Church  plot  to  show  the  suitable  place  for  vaults  therein.  Thereupon 
Messrs.  Steg,  F.  Marscbalk,  Duryee,  Abeel  and  Roosevelt  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee. 

The  account  of  Mr.  Brestede  was  presented  for  making  the  glass  windows  in  the 
Old  Church.     The  Treasurer  was  ordered  to  pay  it. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Francis  Marscbalk,  permission  was  given  to  some  person 
to  enclose  certain  lots  on  the  ground  of  the  Corporation,  on  condition  of  paying 
half-rent,  so  long  as  Consistory  approved. 

Signed, 

J.  aitsema,  p.  t.  President. 

Gexeral  ^Ieetixo  of  Ministers  and  Elders  of  the  Churches 
ofXew  York  and  Xew  Jersey,  Octobivi:  ."-S,  1773.  ^Iints. 
OF  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Vol.  J53:441),  450.  Also  ix 
Mints,  of  Synod  of  North  Holland,  July,  1774.     Art.  47. 

Extracts. — Report  Respecting  Kingston. 

Rev.  Rysdyk  reported,  as  one  of  a  committee  appointed  by  the  last  Rev.  General 
Meeting,  in  relation  to  the  matters  at  Kingston,  that  he,  with  Rev.  Westerlo,  upon 
the  4th  of  November,  of  the  previous  year,  had  proposed  to  the  Rev.  Consistory  of 
E[ingston  a  plan  of  reconciliation,  consisting  of  two  parts,  mainly  as  follows: 
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First,  relative  to  the  Rev.  Consistory  and  Rev.  Meyer. 

1.  The  Rev.  Consistory,  conilderlng  the  domestic  situation  of  Rev.  Meyer,  togetlMr 
with  the  present  circumstances  of  a  call  made  upon  him  to  Pompton  and  Totovi, 
are  not  disinclined  to  bestow  upon  him,  upon  his  removal  to  his  new  station,  • 
sum  of  moiney. 

2.  The  exact  sum  shall  be  stated  In  confidence  by  the  Rev.  Consistory  to  the  Rsr. 
Committee,  who  shall  thereupon  ascertain  how  much  Rev.  Meyer  may  expect  iB 
the  cIrcnmataiieoB,  that  thus  tho  Kev.  Committee  may,  by  mutual  consultation,  con- 
clude whether  an  adjustment  In  this  respect  be  possible. 

3.  It  shall  subsequently  be  left  to  the  Judgment  and  determination  of  the  Ret. 
Committee,  conscientiously  and  as  before  God,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  fix  upoD 
the  sum  proper  to  bo  given  and  received;  and  the  Rev.  Consistory,  as  well  as  Rev. 
Meyer,  shall  suitably  acquiesce  In  this  conscientious  determination  of  the  Rev. 
Committee. 

4.  And  finally,  a  mutual  release  shall  be  given  In  presence  of  the  Rev.  Committee^ 
The  Lord,  the  God  of  peace,  bless  this  our  well-meant  and  pacific  proposal  for 

the  production  of  mutual  peace  and  satisfaction. 

Signed  by  the  above-named  committee, 
Kingston,  4th  November,  1772. 

Becondly,  relative  to  the  Rev.  Consistory  and  the  members  who  had  followed  Rev. 
Mr.  Meyer  during  his  continuance  there. 

1.  The  Rev.  Consistory  of  Kingston,  together  with  the  above  mentioned  member% 
■hall,  by  way  of  provisions,  and  as  far  as  possible  please  to  unite  -by  the  commoB 
approval  and  reception  of  the  Plan  of  Union  of  Reformed  Dutch  Churches  In  tills 
country,  as  the  same  has  been  approved  by  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  and 
already  acceded  to  by  the  greater  part  of  the  congregations. 

2.  The  forenamed  members  shall  subsequently  be  admitted  in  peace  and  Icfn  to 
all  the  privileges  of  fellowship ;  as  they  shall  also,  on  their  part,  In  all  respects 
recognize  the  Rev.  Consistory  and  submit  themselves  to  their  oversight. 

3.  Likewise,  shall  the  future  minister  be  reverenced  and  received  by  both  of  the 
now  united  parties  as  lawful,  whilst  he,  on  his  part,  shall  also,  as  far  as  practlcabtab 
acquiesce  In  this  general  arrangement  In  relation  to  his  congregation. 

4.  Finally,  the  thus  harmonized  congregation  at  Kingston  (as  long  as  the  aetoal 
subscrlptioti  of  the  known  Plan  of  Union  has  not  taken  place)  shall  remain  In  tilt 
same  state  and  form  of  government  as  heretofore,  in  accordance  with  the  contents 
of  their  charter,  agreeably  to  the  ecclesiastical  regulations  ordained  in  the  Synod 
of  Dordrecht,  1618  and  1619. 

(Signed  as  above.) 

Whereupon,  the  Kev.  Consistory  delivered  to  the  Rev.  Committee  the  following 
answer : 

The  Rev.  Consistory  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  of  Kingston  having  maturely 
considered  your  twofold  proposal  or  draft  of  an  adjustment  and  re-reconclliatlon 
between  the  Rev.  Dr.  Meyer  and  the  Rev.  Consistory  of  Nov.  4,  1772.  and  sought 
to  ascertain  of  the  congregation  how  far  It  might  be  possible  to  satisfy  the  expectSp 
tion  or  demand  of  Dr.  Meyer,  are  of  the  opinion  that  we  cannot  satisfy  the 
expectation  or  demand  of  Dr.  Meyer  In  the  proposed  manner,  but  that  we  not- 
withstanding, will,  in  brotherly  love,  lay  aside  the  dlflTerences  between  us,  as  wt 
believe  should  be  done. 

As  regards  the  second  proposal,  inasmuch  as  you  were  of  opinion  that  If  the 
first  part  of  the  arrangement  were  not  effected,  there  could  be  no  room  for  the 
second,  we  pass  by  It  without  remark. 

Signed,  In  the  name  and  by  order  of  the  Rev.  Consistory. 

Abraham  Low. 
Kingston,   Sep.   16,   1773. 

The  Rev.  Consistory  were  thanked  for  this,  their  report  by  the  President. 

Professorship. 

The  subject  of  the  Professorship  having  been  taken  into  consideration,  the  pr^ 
ceedlngs  of  the  several  Particular  ecclesiastical  Bodies  In  relation  to  it  were  read; 
whereupon  was  also  presented  and  read  a  letter  from  the  honorable  the  Trnstecfl 
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of  Queens  College  In  New  Jersey,  eootalning  a  respectful  address  to  this  Rot. 
Body,  representing,  among  other  things,  that  they  had  written  to  the  Rev.  Clasaia 
of  Amsterdam  and  the  Rev.  Theological  Faculty  at  Utrecht,  requesting  those  Rev. 
Bodies  to  recommend  a  person  whom  they  Judged  qualified  to  be  called  as  President 
In  the  forementloned  Collopo,  who  should  at  the  same  time  Instruct  those  youth 
who  chose  to  place  themselves  under  his  oversight  in  Sacred  Theology,  and  who 
would  oonseqnently.  npreoably  to  the  received  Articles  of  Union,  be  a  member  of 
the  Particular  and  General  ecclesiastical  Bodies,  and  commending  the  forementloned 
College  to  the  kind  regards  of  his  Rev.  Body. 

After  mature  deliberation,  the  Rev.  Body  came  to  the  following  conclusions: 

1.  As  respects  the  Professor's  place  of  residence:  that  Brunswick  is  the  moat 
suitable,  on  account  of  his  relation  to  Queens  College  there  situated,  as  well  as 
for  the  students  In  regard  to  livelihood  and  other  circumstances. 

2.  With  reference  to  his  actual  call,  the  Rev.  Body  coincide  with  the  honorable 
the  Trustees  in  their  proposal,  In  the  expectation  that  they  will  call  no  person 
as  Professor  of  Sacred  Theology  but  one  who  is  recommended  by  the  Rev.  Classla 
of  Amsterdam,  which  recommendation  the  honorable  the  Trustees  will  please  to 
communicate  to  the  Rev.  General  Body  before  the  call  is  made;  and  also,  that 
the  Professor  of  Theology  will  at  the  same  time  be  and  remain  President  of  the 
College,  the  Theological  Faculty  being  the  superior  In  rank. 

8.  For  further  carrying  into  execution  these  designs,  the  Rev.  Body  will  oae 
their  cndoavors  and  Influence  to  Increase  the  fund  which  (according  to  report) 
has  already  reached  the  sum  of  £4.000,  now  in'  the  hands  of  the  honorable  the 
Trustees,  so  as  to  make  out  a  sufficient  call ;  at  the  same  time.  Judging  that  the 
mo0t  suitable  way  of  effecting  such  increase  is,  that  the  Trustees,  upon  the 
reception  of  the  money  from  the  Province  of  New  York,  solemnly  en^ajre  to  such 
Incorporated  congregations  as  the  Rev.  General  Body  shall  be  pleased  to  name 
for  that  purpose,  that  if  ever  the  income  of  said  money  should,  in  the  Judgment 
of  the  Rev.  General  Body,  be  used  to  support  any  other  Theological  Professors 
than  those  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  in  fellowship  with  the  Church  of  the 
Netherlands,  then,  and  in  such  case,  said  money  shall  be  restored  to  the  incorpo- 
rated bodies  mentioned. 

4.  It  Is  further  determined,  by  special  letter,  in  the  most  earnest  manner,  to 
recommend  this  subject  to  the  Rev.  Classis,  with  accompanying  reasons  why  the 
Rev.  Body  judge  this  to  be,  in  present  circumstances,  the  best  plan  to  bring  the 
weighty  matter  of  the  Professorship  in  the  speediest  and  surest  manner  to  a 
consummation. 

0.  And  lastly,  that  a  copy  of  this  minute  be  handed  to  the  honorable  the 
Trustees  by  the  Rev.  Deputati  of  this  Body. 


Ti£E  Gexkkal  ]\u:eting  of  the  Refokmed  DrTcii  Church  in 
Xew  York  and  Xew  Jersey  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 
Oct.  8,  177:3.     Vol.  33:  449,  450. 

Right  Kev.  Gentlemon  and  highly  esteemed  Brethren  In  Christ:— 

Wo  have  the  honor  of  sending  to  you  the  Acts  of  our  General  Meeting,  held  at 
Kln[:^.ton,  on  the  5th-8th  days  of  Octobor;  as  also  a  duplicate  of  the  Acts  of  the 
MpAtlnp  at  New  York.  In  the  month  of  June,  1772,  as  we  understand  you  have  not 
received  them.  We  do  not  wish  to  trouble  you  by  sending  you  an  extended  letter, 
since  we  are  conscious  that  you  are  necessarily  engaged  In  many  Important  matters. 
ITowover,  your  care,  and  thoroughly  tested  love  towards  our  Church  here,  gives  us 
ground  to  hope,  not  only,  that  all  good  news  from  the  New  Netherlands  will  be 
gladly  received,  but  also,  that  you  are  ever  willing  to  extend  a  helping  hand  for 
the  promotion  of  our  good.  Permit  us,  therefore,  to  call  the  ppeclal  attention  of 
your  Body  In  a  brief  manner,  to  the  ninth  Article  of  the  Acts  of  this  our  Meeting, 
at  the  same  time  laying  open  before  your  Body  the  whole  matter,  and  stating  the 
grounds  for  our  determination  concerning  It. 

It  U  undoubtedly  known  to  your  Body,  that  a  Charter  for  a  Seminary  or  Academy 
in  New  Jersey,  was  obtained  a  few  years  ago,  by  a  few  members  of  our  Church. 
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The  principal  aim  of  this  was  to  prosecute  theological  studies  under  a  regokr 
Professorship,  and  under  protection  of  a  royal  Charter. 

The  Seminary  In  question,  has  already  been  established  at  Brunswick,  a  smtU 
town  not  far  from  the  City  of  New  York,  and  altogether  pleasantly  and  adTao* 
tageously  situated.  This  enterprise  appeared  somewhat  strange  to  some  of  the 
brethren  during  the  times  of  division  in  our  Church,  when  it  was  Impossible  to 
deliberate,  and  effectively  take  measures  for  the  common  interests  of  our  Zion,  as 
we  have  been  enabled  to  do  since  our  happy  union.  Meanwhile  the  Hon.  Gentle- 
men Curatores  of  the  above-mentioned  Seminary  (among  whom  are  some  of  the 
most  distinguished  men  of  the  country),  have  proceeded  to  bring  it  as  nearly  at 
possible  to  a  desirable  position.  For  that  purpose  also,  they  present  this  important 
matter,  by  a  communication  to  your  Assembly,  as  is  mentioned  also  in  the  Article, 
referred  to  above. 

After  mature  deliberation,  the  meeting  has  approved  of  the  Acts  of  the  Hon. 
Gentlemen  Curatores,  and  unanimously  agreed  to  them  for  the  following  reasons: 

1.  The  cost  of  living  in  the  city  of  New  York  and  even  in  the  smaller  cities  of 
this  Province  is  so  very  high  that  we  cannot  entertain  any  reasonable  expectation 
that  students  (who,  as  a  general  thing,  arc  not  wealthy),  after  having  already  spent 
a  good  part  of  their  patrlmonlum  in  obtaining  their  preparatory  education,  shall  be 
able  to  defray  the  expenses  which  a  full  theological  course  will  entail.  For  this 
reason,  Brunswick,  where  living  is  much  cheaper  than  In  any  principal  city  in  this 
Province,  was  considered  by  us  to  be  the  most  favorable  situation. 

2.  Because  some  of  the  principal  congregations  in  this  Province,  we  are  sorry  to 
say,  have  not  united  with  us  in  this  enterprise,  and  principally  for  the  reason  that 
they  do  not  wish  to  be  burdened  with  expenses  of  the  Professorships:  but  if  we 
should  call  a  Professor,  without  the  help  of  the  New  Jersey  brethren,  we  especially 
need  their  aid  and  assistance,  for  this  very  purpose;  in  that  case  we  would  stand 
In  absolute  need  of  it. 

3.  Because,  according  to  the  reports  of  the  Hon.  Gentlemen,  Curatores.  the  con> 
siderable  sum  of  four  thousand  pounds  has  already  been  collected  for  the  establish- 
ment  and  support  of  the  Brunswick  Seminary,  which  will  make  it  all  the  easier 
for  the  united  congregation  to  bring  it  up  to  the  amount  requisite  for  the  support 
of  a  Professor  and  necessary  Tutors. 

4.  Because  nearly  all  of  the  now  united  congregations  are  inclined  to  establish 
the  Seminary  in  question ;  and  because  the  regulation  now  proposed  seems  to  be  the 
best  and  only  way,  in  our  judgment,  for  adjusting  the  difTerences  of  opinion  among 
the  brethren  upon  this  matter;  for  if  this  be  not  done,  it  would  be  difficult  if  not 
Impossible,  to  carry  the  matter  Into  efTect. 

5.  Because  the  need  of  the  Church  absolutely  demands,  that  another  and  better 
course  than  has  hitherto  been  pursued  be  taken  for  the  education  of  parties  fit  for  the 
service  of  the  Church,  inasmuch  as  otherwise  we  would  be  obliged  to  remain  waiting 
in  uncertainty  for  many  years  to  come.  This  would  have  a  hurtful  effect  upon  the 
congregations.  • 

6.  Because,  as  has  been  mentioned,  a  royal  Charter  has  already  been  granted  and 
obtained  for  the  Seminary  In  question,  under  which  the  requisite  Funds  can  be 
suitably  and  safely  entrusted. 

We  hope  thnt  your  Body,  seeing  the  force  of  the  above-mentioned  reasons,  will  be 
pleased  to  grant  the  request  of  the  Hon.  Gentlemen,  Curators,  to  recommend  to  them 
a  man  adapted  and  qualified  to  act  as  Professor  and  at  the  same  time  as  President 
of  the  Brunswick  Seminary.  This  request  we  also  adopt  as  our  own  for  the  aboTe- 
mentioned  reasons,  and  we  hope  that  we  will  receive,  as  soon  as  possible,  a  favor- 
able response  of  the  Classls  upon  this  so  weighty  a  matter,  a  matter  which  we 
must  consider  as  fundamental  to  our  Church  Union.  May  the  God  of  Peace  preserve 
this  Union  Inviolate  forever.  After  praying  for  God's  richest  blessings  upon  your 
dear  persons,  congregations  and  the  Church  in  the  Netherlands,  we  have  the  honor 
of  calling  ourselves  with  the  highest  love  and  esteem.  Rev.  Gentlemen, 
Your  most  humble  Servants  and  Brethren  In  Christ. 

Joh.  Casp.  Rubel,  Pres.  p.  t. 

D.  Romeyn,  V.  D.  M,,  Sec.  p.  t 

In  the  name  of  the  General  Meeting,  held  at  Kingston  on  Oct.  8,  1773. 
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The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Rev.  Fbancisous  Burt 
MAKNUs,  S.  S.  Th.  Dr.  and  Professor  at  Utrecht.  Oct.  6, 
1773.     Vol.  31. 

Most  Rev.  and  Highly-learned  Sir: — 

Your  much  esteemed  letter  written  In  the  name  of  the  most  Rev.  Theological 
Faculty,  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kulenkamp  has  heen  communicated  to  our  Classla,  and  read. 

I  have  the  honor  to  answer  you,  In  the  name  of  our  Clasals,  that  the  letters  from 
New  Jersey  concerning  the  Professorship,  received  both  by  yourself  and  us,  appear 
very  objectionable  to  our  Classls. 

The  letters  did  not  come  from  the  General  Body  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey, 
nor  are  they  In  harmony  with  the  Minutes  of  that  Body,  which  was  held  at  New 
York  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  October,  1772.  In  those  Minutes,  (which  are 
inserted  In  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  for  1773),  we  read  verbatim, 
**The  subject  of  the  Professorship  having  been  In  the  most  careful,  serious,  and 
attentive  manner  considered/'  etc.  In  this  view,  the  Classls  cannot  as  yet  interfere 
in  this  matter,  lest  the  way  might  be  opened  to  renewed  disturbances  and  divisions 
between  New  York  and  New  Jersey.  The  latter  seems  to  act  on  their  own  yolltloii, 
and  independent  of  New  York.  Our  Classls  will  first  write  to  New  York,  that  we 
have  received  such  a  letter,  and  ask  for  information,  and  immediately  inform  you. 

Yours  etc.,  etc. 

R.  A.  Ten  Brink,  Deputatus  and  Scriba. 

Rev.  a.  IIelffenstein  to  (Rev.  Christian  F.  Foerino  ?)  Oct. 

1773. 

Bev.  Sir  and  Dear  Brother : — 

I  have  always  taken  a  genuine  Interest  in  your  welfare,  and  it  has  given  me, 
therefore,  unusual  pleasure  to  be  again  assured  of  your  happiness  In  your  worthy 
letter.  I  rejoice  principally  in  the  fact  that  you  dally  experience  new  proofs  of  the 
unspeakable  goodness  and  mercy  of  the  Lord,  both  personally  and  in  the  Important 
work  with  which  you  are  intrusted.  I  cannot  do  otherwise  than  use  the  same  lan- 
guage in  reference  to  myself.  I  am  compelled  to  exclaim.  Lord,  I  am  not  worthy  of 
all  the  mercy  and  faithfulness  which  thou  hast  shown  to  the  least  of  thy  servants. 
For  both  to  myself  and  in  my  office,  the  eternal  and  merciful  Lord  has  done  for 
me  more  than  I  could  have  hoped  or  expected.  To  him  alone,  therefore,  be  all 
the  honor  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord.  Let  us,  my  dear  Sir,  and  brother,  through  the 
mercy  from  above,  labor  more  zealously  and  faithfully  and  diligently  in  that  voca- 
tion In  which  the  Lord  has  placed  us.  In  reference  to  our  own  souls,  the  longer  we 
live,  the  more  earnestly  seek  to  be  united  with  Christ,  for  in  Him  everything  is 
prepared  for  ourselves  and  others. 

What  you  have  written  about  my  father  and  brother,  I  can  hardly  believe,  for  I 
have  good  reason  to  conclude  from  other  circumstances,  that  at  least  for  the 
present  year,  they  will  not  come  hither.  But  should  It  happen,  contrary  to  my 
expectations,  that  they  come,  I  think  it  will  be  best  that  they  come  in  the  way  you 
suggest,  because  for  each  of  them,  especially  for  my  father,  nothing  can  be  done  In 
Pennsylvania.  Should  you  have  heard  with  reference  to  this  affair  more  particular 
and  definite  news.  I  ask  you  to  be  kind  enough  to  communicate  It  to  me. 

With  regard  to  myself :  I  learn  from  your  letter,  that  for  reasons  best  known  to 
yourself,  you  desire  to  hear  from  me,  whether  I  would  be  willing  to  apply  myself 
to  the  Dutch  lanprunf^e,  bo  as  to  be  able,  sooner  or  later,  to  preach  In  that  tongue. 
As  you  have  not  gone  into  particulars  on  this  subject,  nor  made  any  definite  propo- 
sition, I  can  sny  nothing  more  than  this,  that  It  Is  all  the  same  to  mo  in  whar«*v<'r 
language  of  those  already  known  by  me,  or  which  I  may  yet  learn,  I  present  the 
Gospel,  if  only,  under  God's  blessings,  the  results  are  reached.  To  explain  myself 
more  fully.  I  believe  that  In  the  course  of  a  year,  by  the  mercy  of  God  and  the 
use  of  proper  diligence,  I  could  make  sufficient  progress  to  preach  In  the  Dutch 
language. 
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At  the  beginnlDg  of  the  present  month,  inasmuch  as  the  new  chnrch  in  Flilladd- 
phia  was  not  yet  ready,  we  held  our  Coetus  meeting  again  at  Lancaster,  where, 
thanlcs  be  to  God,  everything  passed  off  quietly.  Mr.  Otterbeln  hoped  to  aoceeed  fai 
getting  permission  from  the  Coetus  to  go  to  Baltimore.  But  since  only  twelve  or 
fifteen  members  there  wanted  him  to  come,  and  the  rest  were  decidedly  opposed  to 
him,  his  request  was  denied.  I  subsequently  heard  that  he  had  resolved  to  fo  to 
Stone  Arabia.  I  do  not  know  what  to  make  of  this  man  in  this  matter.  He  Is  oC  a 
yery  restless  spirit. 

Of  our  own  circumstances,  I  have  nothing  very  particular  to  write.  Your  rda- 
tiyes  and  other  friends  are  all  well.  The  members  of  my  small  family  are  also 
well,  and  send  regards  to  yourself  and  wife.  Give  also,  if  you  please,  mj  respscttil 
compliments  to  Mr.  Dr.  Levingston. 

From  your  sincere  and  faithful  friend  and  servant, 

A.  Helffenstefa. 
Germantown, 

October  1778. 

[This  letter  came  to  me  from  Miss  Sarah  Sonder,  of  Philadelphia,  who  fnmUhid 
me  many  papers  of  Do.  Foering.  The  letter  was  In  German.  Do.  Foerlng  was  Is 
New  York  at  this  time,  and  was  probably  the  party  addressed.  See  Millstone  On- 
tennial,  1866.    B.  T.  C] 

CiiUBCH  OF  New  York. 
Cost  of  the  Xew  School  House. 

New  York,  Not.  23, 17TS. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

The  account  was  presented  for  the  New  School  House,  with  Its  dependendM^ 
amounting  to  £856:15:1%.  On  this  had  already  been  paid  by  the  Treasorer, 
Bancker.  £544:20.,  leaving  a  remainder  of  £302:13:9.  Thus  it  was  stated  to  me. 
Mr.  Bancker  was  ordered  to  take  up  for  the  Church  so  much  money  as  should  bi 
required  to  pay  off  the  workmen,  and  other  necessary  claims. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Ritzema,  p.  t.  President 

CiiuRcn  OF  New  York. 

Act  of  Appointment  of  Johannes  Vredenburg,  as  Door-keeper,  Bell-ringer,  ind 
Grave-digger;  and  also  as  Servant,  in  and  around  the  Old  Church,  (Garden  street); 
and  for  further  services  under  the  Rev.  Consistory  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Chriitiin 
Congregation  at  New  York,  Jan.  1,  1774. 

The  Conditions  are  in  general : 
In  Respect  to  the  Service  of  the  Church : 

I.  (Same  as  under  date,  Jan.  1,  1767,  with  the  following  additions)  :  Likewise  os 
Sunday  evenings,  or  at  other  times,  when  there  is  preaching  in  the  '*  New  or  Mortii 
Church"  (Fulton  street),  you  shall  ring  at  the  same  time  as  there  Is  ringing  Is 
the  other  churches. 

II-VIII.  Identical  as  those  under  date  of  Jan.  1,  1767.  All  the  rest.  Identical 
with  those  under  date  of  Jan.  1,  1767. 

The  time  of  this  your  office  and  salary,  is  to  begin  from  Jan.  1,  1774. 

Thus  done  in  our  Consistory  Meeting  at  New  York,  Jan.  11,  1774. 

So  I  witness  in  the  name  and  authority  of  the  Rev.  Consistory 

(No  name.) 

I,  the  undersigned,  accept  of  this  appointment,  of  which  a  copy  has  been  given  to 
me,  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  with  hearty  thanks  to  the  Rev.  Consistory.  New 
York,  Jan.  11,  1774. 

Johannes  Vredenbnrg. 
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Church  of  New  York. 

New  York,  January  10th,  1774. 
ConslBtory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

1.  Mr.  John  Montanye,  haying  resigned  his  office  of  hell-rlnger,  etc.,  Mr.  Jno. 
Vredenburg  was  chosen  In  his  place,  on  the  same  conditions ;  with  the  addition  that 
the  collecting  of  the  rents  of  the  pews  on  the  North  Church  shall  be  given  to  Mr. 
Harry  Tlebout  This  was  accepted  by  both ;  and  it  was  BesolTsd,  That  an  act  of 
appointment  should  be  given  to  Mr.  Vredenburg. 

2.  Mr.  Aaron  Stokholm  requested  to  buy.  In  fee,  one  of  the  newly  made  vaults. 
This  was  refused  by  the  Consistory,  since  they  were  made  for  the  profit  of  the 
ehorch. 

3.  Mr.  Gerrlt  Abeel  brought  In  two  small  Kronen.  (See  Oct  8,  1764)  bought  to 
be  hong  up,  and  used  In  the  Consistory  Chamber.  The  Treasurer  was  ordered  to 
IMiy  for  them. 

Signed  etc., 

Lambertus  de  Bonde,  p.  t.  President. 

Acts  of  the  Glassis  of  Amsterdam. 

Letters. 

1774,  Jan.  11.  Art  7  ad  8.  The  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras 
read  a  letter  to  the  General  Meeting  of  the  two  Provinces  of  New 
York  and  New  Jersey ;  also  one  to  Mr.  T.  Burman  Theol.  Prof, 
at  Utrecht,     xiv.  333. 
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ADMIXISTRATION  OF  LIEUTEXANT-GOVEKXOR  CAD- 
WALLADER  COLDEX,  APRIL  7,  1774-JUXE  28,  1775. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Generax  Assembly  of 
Ministers  and  Elders  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  of 
the  Provinces  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  Aprii-  11, 
1774. 

Grace  and  Peace  be  multiplied  unto  you  all ! 

The  Minutes  of  your  General  Assembly,  held  the  second  Tuesday  of  October,  1772» 
at  New  York,  reached  us  Just  before  the  meeting  of  our  Synod,  which  is  held  in  the 
latter  part  of  July.  ;  4 

In  the  name  of  our  Classls,  we  have  the  honor  to  Inform  you  that  we  have  read 
your  action  concerning  the  Professorship ;  that  we  have  learned  from  the  same,  that 
you  have  deliberated  earnestly  and  carefully  concerning  It,  and  It  appears  that  there 
Is  as  yet,  no  expectation  to  accomplish  any  result,  and  that  therefore  yon  hsTe 
dealt  with  this  affair  ad  referendum ;  and  that  you  have  earnestly  urged  the  matter 
upon  the  different  brethren,  not  only  to  keep  the  matter  alive,  and  to  cherish  it  with 
all  earnestness,  but  to  recommend  It  at  all  proper  opportunities  as  an  Indispensable 
requisite  for  the  well-being  of  the  church ;  and  that  you  have  also  inquired  what 
ability  each  one  has  in  his  own  congregation  for  the  accumulation  of  a  fund  for  the 
said  purpose,  and  expect  to  make  report  thereupon  at  the  next  General  Assembly. 

But  with  your  above-mentioned  report  concerning  the  Professorship  our  Classls 
cannot  harmonize  a  letter,  received  from  New  Brunswick,  dated  Dec.  30th,  1772,  and 
signed  by   J.   R.    Hardenbergh,    J.    Leydt,    J.    M.   Van    Harllngen,    and    H.   Fischer, 
although  this  last  name  was  written  somewhat  obscurely.     This  letter  Informs  as 
that  his  Excellency,   the  Governor  of  New  Jersey,  has  been  graciously  pleased  to 
grant  &  charter  for  the  founding  of  a  school  for  the  benefit  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Churches  in  the  regions  of  America.     Of  this  Charter  we  received  a  copy.    They 
hope  that  fliis  scliool,  will  in  course  of  time  grow  intb  a  full  University;  that  It  haj 
been  located  at  New  Brunswick  under  the  name  of  Queens  College ;  that  It  has  been 
provisionally  opened  under  the  superintendence  of  two  teachers,  who  will  Instroct 
n  the  usual  language's,  as  well  as  the  arts  and  sciences.     But  ns  the  prosperity  of 
this    College    will    principally    depend    upon    the    abilities    of    the    President   the 
estimable  Curators  had  appointed  the  undersigned  and  above  mentioned  gentlemen 
aa  a  Committee  to  make  iuiiuiries  for  a  person  properly  qualified  to  oflSclate  in  said 
office ;  to  ascertain  upon  what  favorable  terms  he  could  be  secured,  and  make  report 
to  them  upon  tne  matter. 

The  said  Committee  refer  the  matter  to  us,  with  the  request  that  we,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Rev.  Faculty  at  Utrecht,  (to  whom  they  have  also  addressed  a  letter), 
should  seek  out  a  person,  who,  according  to  our  Judgment  would  possess  all  thoee 
requirements,  which  are  more  fully  stated  in  their  letter.  The  said  person  Is  »!** 
to  assume  the  office  of  Professor  of  Theology.  As  to  character,  he  must  be  a  n»*" 
of  tried  piety,  of  unalterable  attachment  to  the  Netherlands  Church-Constitution,  of 
profound  learning,  good-natured,  have  a  good  knowledge  of  the  English  language, 
and  be  able  to  lecture  upon  Marckii  Medulla  Theologiae  ChrUitianae.  They  empha- 
size this  matter  further,  in  view  of  the  benefit  which  would  flow  therefrom  to  the 
Church  of  God. 

Our  Classis,  Rev.  Sirs  and  Brethren,  has  taken  this  letter  into  consideration,  hot 
It  Is  of  the  opinion  that  it  can  do  nothing  In  the  matter  of  the  Professorship  at 
present,  because  this  letter  did  not  come  from  the  General  Assembly  of  New  York 
and  New  Jersey,  and  does  not  agree  wUh  the  Minutes  of  that  body,  as  before  quoted- 
Hence  our  Classls  is  still  in  the  dark  about  this  business. 

We  hope  these  circumstances  will  not  open  the  way  to  new  misunderstandings  and 
divisions.  We  therefore  make  inquiry  whether  the  General  Assembly,  (and  not  a 
mere  portion  of  It),  has  really  determined  anything  more  definite  upon  this  matter. 
We  ask  In  order  that  we  ourselves  may  know  how  to  act.     For  If  that  be  the  case, 
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both  the  Faculty  of  Utrecht  and  our  Classis  will  gladly  unite  to  look  about  for  some 
one  who  has  the  necessary  qualifications  for  this  position.  We  Boliclt  a  friendly 
reply. 

Furthermore,  we  pray  that  the  God  of  peace  may  give  peace  among  the  brethren, 
8o  that  the  churches  may  always  and  in  every  way  prosper. 

Your  humble  servant, 

R.  A.  Ten  Brink,  Dep.  &  Scrlba. 

Church  of  New  York. 
The  Poor.     Township  of  Leyden. 

New  York,  Feb.  7th,  1774. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

The  sum  of  the  collections  for  the  poor,  in  our  three  churches,  was  brought  in, 
and  found  to  be  one  hundred  pounds  and  three  shillings. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  for  this  purpose,  Gerrlt  Rappelye,  Nicho- 
las Bogart,  James  Bogart,  Coenraad  Ham  and  Andries  Marschalk,  shall  make  dis- 
tribution of  the  same  according  to  the  circumstances  of  those  In  need.  This  cannot 
probably  be  earlier  than  the  middle  of  March,  and  then  they  are  to  determine  what 
is  necessary. 

Mr.  F.  Welsenvelt's  request  to  domine  Rltzema  was  granted,  in  so  far  that  the 
Deacons  shall  furnish  him  40  shillings  out  of  their  treasury,  and  the  little  that 
remains  over  of  the  collections. 

Signed  etc., 

Lambertus  de  Ronde,  p.  t.  President. 

New  York,  Feb.  8th,  1774. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

The  committee  on  the  Township  of  Leyden  delivered  a  map  of  the  same,  made  by 
the  surveyor,  with  a  description  of  each  portion  of  the  ground ;  also  the  accounts  and 
claims  of  the  surveyor,  which  were  found  to  be  two  and  thirty  pounds,  fourteen 
shillings,  beyond  the  sum  agreed  upon.  Thereupon  the  Consistory  Resolved,  That 
since  the  work  was  done  satisfactorily  besides  the  £72.  which  he  claims,  £28.  more 
should  be  given  him.     Thus  the  Treasurer  will  pay  the  full  sum  of  £100. 

The  committee,  the  work  having  been  so  far  accomplished,  requested  to  be  dis- 
charged. This  was  granted,  with  thanks  for  their  pains;  and  the  following  were 
appointed  In  their  place :  Elders,  Zacharlas  Zikkels,  Evert  Bancker,  Gerrlt  Eap- 
pelye :    Deacons,  Gerrlt  Abeel,  Isaak  Stoutenberg  and  Andries  Marschalk. 

Signed  etc., 

Lambertus  de  Ronde,  p.  t.  President. 

Church  of  Schenectady. 

1774,  Feb.  15.     William  Tryon,  Governor. 

Assembly  sent  a  Bill  to  Council,  entitled,  "An  Act  to  include  within  the  district 
of  Schenectady  a  tract  of  land  within  the  county  of  Albany,  granted  to  Fred. 
Morris  and  others,  commonly  called  Corry's  Brook  or  Bush ;  and  likewise  all  the 
lands  that  do  now  belong  to  the  corporation  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch 
Church  of  Schenectady.  Council  Joumah  1012.  Read,  committed,  etc.  1912,  1013. 
<No  further  action.) 

Church  of  Ts^ew  York. 
Kev.  Lambertus  Do  Ronde. 

New  York,  March  4th,  1774. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

A  representation  in  writing,  from  the  Rev.  Lambertus  de  Ronde,  dated  Feb.  21st, 
was  delivered  and  read.     Therein  he,  for  reasons  stated,  requested  that  the  reaoln- 
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tloD  of  Consistory  of  the  3d  of  August,  1772»  might  be  repealed,  and  that  he  ahonld 
receive  his  full  salary  during  his  absence  from  the  congregation.  This  being 
maturely  considered,  the  Consistory  resolved  that  they  could  not  depart  from  t|ie 
said  resolution,  and  consequently  could  not  comply  with  his  Reverence's  request. 

Signed  etc., 

Archibald  Laldlie,  p.  t.  President 

New  York,  March  6th«  1774. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Mr.  Alexander  Anderson  offered,  in  respect  to  his  house  In  Maiden  Lane  belonging 
to  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  In  case  they  would  give  a  title  for  one  foot  and  nine 
inches,  which  he  has  in  front  on  the  street,  more  than  belongs  to  him,  that  he  would 
give  a  like  writing  to  the  Church  for  two  feet  on  that  end  of  his  lot  which  la  over 
against  the  old  Brewhouse.     This  was  agreed  to. 

A  plan  of  vaults  in  the  yard  of  the  North  Church  was  laid  before  the  Consistory 
and  approved,  with  this  limitation,  that  the  vaults  there  should  be  of  the  same  sSxe 
and  price  as  those  in  the  yard  of  the  New  Church. 

The  Deacons  were  appointed  a  standing  committee  in  relation  to  the  poor  children 
who  are  now  maintained  in  the  school. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  H.  Livingston,  p.  t.  President 

Application  for  a  Charter  by  the  Church  of  Poughkeepsie, 

March  22,  1774. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  at  Poughkeepsie,  held  at  the  house 
of  Clear  Everitt,  the  22nd  day  of  March,  1774,  it  was  conceived  advisable  to  petition 
his  Excellency,  William  Tryon,  Esq.,  for  a  Charter  of  Incorporation  of  said  church, 
etc.,  and  for  that  purpose  have  prepared  a  petition,  and  delegated  Rev.  Stephen  Van 
Voorhees.  one  of  the  Ministers,  and  Gilbert  Livingston,  one  of  the  Elders  of  said 
congregation,  to  wait  upon  his  Excellency  and  present  the  same:  and  the  said 
Minister  and  Elder  to  apply  to  the  Consistory  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  at 
New  York,  in  order  to  obtain  their  favor  and  assistance  in  the  premises. 

(Gov.  Tryon  sailed  for  England,  April  7th.  Perhaps  this  was  not  presented, 
therefore. ) 

Acts  of  the  Ciassis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acta  of  Meeting  in  New  York  and  a  Letter. 

1774,  April  11th.  Art.  10.  The  Kev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras 
report  that  they  have  received  the  Acta  of  the  General  Meeting  of 
New  York,  together  with  a  letter.  This  was  read,  and  is  to  be 
found  in  the  Acta  of  the  Deputies.  It  was  resolved  that  they 
should  write  to  the  Messrs.  Professors  at  Utrecht,  that  if  thev 
had  a  capable  person  for  Professor,  they  would  be  kind  enough  to 
mention  him  to  the  Rev.  Depp.     xiv.  342. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Highly  Hev.  PKorEijisoR 
BuRMANxrs,  AT  Utreciit.     April  24,  1774. 

Rev.  and  ITIghly-learned  Sir : — 

I  have  the  honor,  in  the  name  of  our  Classls,  and  in  fulfillment  of  my  promise  in 
my  letter  of  Oct.  6th.  1773,  to  inform  you,  as  Dean  of  the  Very  Bev.  Theological 
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Faculty  at  Utrecht,  that  our  Classis  has  received  a  letter  concerning  the  Professor- 
ate,  from  the  General  Aescmbly  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey.  I  send  herewith  the 
letter,  (together  with  the  Minutes  of  that  Assembly,  from  which  the  Theological 
Faculty  may  gather  the  meaning  of  those  brethren),  with  the  humble  request, 
nomine  Classis,  that  the  Faculty  would  be  kind  enough  to  suggest  some  person  whom 
our  Classis  could  recommend  to  fill  said  Professorship.  The  Classis  then  will 
express  Its  opinion  upon  It. 

I  request  that  the  letter  with  the  Minutes,  referred  to  above,  may  be  sent  back  to 
me,  as  the  same  must  be  put  on  file. 

Hoping  that  this  letter  may  find  you  in  prosperous  condition,  I  have  the  honor, 
while  praying  for  the  Lord's  most  precious  blessing  upon  the  Rev.  Faculty,  and  apon 
yourself  especially,  to  remain  with  all  esteem. 

Tour  humble  servant, 

R.  A.  Ten  Brink,  Dep.  Scrlba. 

The  Theological  Faculty  of  Utriocht  to  the  Classis  of 
AmsteiidaMj  ^Iay  4,  1774.  Signed  in  the  Name  of  the 
FAcn-TY,  BY  G.  Bonnet,  Fac.  H.  T.  Vol.  33,  P.  453,  Xo. 
501. 

Their  very  Revs,  inform  us  that  they  have  duly  received  our  letter  of  April  24, 
with  the  Acts  of  the  General  Meeting  of  New  Tork  and  New  Jersey,  and  the  letter 
written  by  that  Meeting  to  our  Classis. 

They  return  the  Acts  with  the  said  letter  with  thanks;  and,  since,  in  aforesaid 
Acts,  Art.  0,  the  recommendation  of  a  Theological  Professor  Is  solely  entroited  to 
the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  their  Revs,  leave  that  matter  entirely  to  as,  not  doubting 
but  that  our  Classis,  will,  as  it  has  so  laudably  done  hitherto,  In  the  best  way  take 
care  of  the  interests  of  the  Church  in  those  regions,  and  that  In  respect  also  of  thU 
weighty  concern. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acta  of  Meeting  at  Kingston. 

1774,  June  6th.  Art.  7  ad  10.  The  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Ex- 
teras  report  that  they  have  received  the  Acta  of  the  General 
Meeting  of  Ministers  and  Elders  held  at  Kingston,  1773:  Also 
a  letter,  which  they  read.  The  draft  of  a  letter  in  reply  to  the 
former  was  also  read ;  all  to  be  found  in  the  Acta  of  the  Deputies. 
In  these  the  Classis  takes  pleasure,     xiv.  348. 

Classls  of  Amsterdam  to  Rkv.  Pkokkssok  r>oxxKT  at  Xew 

Utrecht,  June  8,  1774.     Vol.  31. 

Reverend  and  Learned  Sir ; — 

Yours  of  date  May  4th  1774,  greatly  honoring  us  as  coming  from  the  Faculty,  I 
received  In  due  time,  and  communicated  to  the  Classis  yesterday.  I  have  the  honor 
once  more,  to  request.  In  the  name  of  the  Classis,  and  in  a  most  friendly  spirit,  of 
the  Rev.  Theological  Faculty,  that  they  will  have  the  goodness  to  name  certain 
persons  to  us,  who  In  their  opinion,  have  the  required  abilities  for  the  PROFESSOR- 
SHIP in  the  provinces  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey.  0 

Our  Classis  has  ordered  me  to  write  to  the  General  Meeting  (in  America)  that 
there  was  needed  a  more  solid  footing  for  us  to  work  upon,  if  we  would  hope  to 
flecure  any  fruit  to  our  labor  here  in  this  land,  (In  reference  to  the  Professorship  In 
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America.)  We  want  to  know  what  would  be  the  fixed  salary,  and  how^  moch  would 
be  allowed  for  the  removal  hither.  I  hope  as  soon  as  possible  to  comply  with  this 
request.  But  before  all  other  persons,  Rev.  Mr.  J.  Livingston  who  stadlad  at 
Utrecht,  and  there  obtained  his  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity,  occars  first  to  our 
minds.  It  would  be  most  agreeable  to  us,  to  learn  from  the  Theological  Faculty  at 
Utrecht,  to  whom  he  is  well  known,  whether  you  judge  Dr.  Livingston  competent  for 
the  Professorship.  If  so,  I  have  a  charge  from  the  Classis  to  suggest  that  gentle- 
man's name  to  the  General  Meeting  (in  America.)  If  he  should  be  acceptable  to 
the  brethren  there,  much  expense  would  be  saved. 

May  I  now  take  the  liberty  respectfully  to  request  that  I  may  receive  an  answer 
to  this  communication  at  the  earliest  opportunity.  If  this  proposed  aoggeatiOD 
should  be  agreeable  to  that  gentleman,  this  important  matter  could  soon  be  settled* 
and  many  difficulties  which  might  otherwise  arise,  would  be  removed. 

After  prayer  for  all, 

Your  humble  servant 

R.  A.  Ten  Brink,  Dep.  Scrlba. 
Amsterdam,  June  8,  1774. 

Professor  G.  Bonnet^  of  the  University  of  Utrecht  to  tile 
Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Pek  Rev.  R.  A.  Tex  Brink,  Etc., 
Deputati,  Concerning  the  Professorship  in  America. 
June  9, 1774. 

Bev.  and  Learned  Sir : — 

This  morning  I  first  laid  the  letter  you  addressed  to  me  before  the  Theological 
Faculty,  and  this  evening  I  transmit  a  letter  to  you  in  their  behalf.  In  their  name 
I  Inform  you  that  they  are  unanimously  of  opinion  with  the  ClaasiB  of  Amsterdam, 
that  Dr.  Livingston  must  be  regarded  above  all  others  as  best  adapted  for  the 
Professorship  in  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  on  account  of  his  qualifications  for  the 
office,  his  peculiar  acqi/alntance  with  the  languages,  names,  and  peculiar  clrcom- 
stances  of  the  country,  which  in  reference  to  the  successful  prosecution  of  the  office^ 
must  all  be  taken  into  account.  In  these  he  must  greatly  excel  any  one  who  might 
be  called  from  here,  though  superior  in  learning.  The  Faculty  also  coincides  in 
Judgment  with  the  Rev.  Classis,  that  In  case  Dr.  Livingston  should  not  be  acceptable 
to  the  General  Synod,  or  in  case  he  should  be  himself  disinclined  to  accept  the  office, 
more  definite  information  respecting  the  salary,  etc.,  should  be  transmitted,  before 
we  can  present  the  matter  to  any  one  in  this  country  with  hope  of  success. 

Having  thus  complied  with  your  request.  I  have  the  honor,  with  prayer  for  a  rich 
divine  blessing  upon  the  Rev.  Classis,  in  her  transactions  in  reference  to  this 
important  matter,  to  subscribe  myself  yours,  with  great  respect  and  affection. 

Q.  Bonnet 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  General  Meeting  of  the 
Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  New  York  and  New  Jersey, 
June  15,  1774.— Vol.  31. 

Reverend,  Learned  and  much  Respected  Brethren,  constituting  the  General  Synod 
of  the  Ministers  and  Elders  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey : — 

We  received  the  minutes  of  your  Convention  held  at  Kingston,  Oct.  5-8,  1778, 
with  the  accompanying  letter,  written  at  that  time,  in  due  season.  We  have  read 
them  with  great  satisfaction,  as  the  fear  which  we  expressed  In  our  last  Is  at 
once  removed,  because  the  brethren  in  both  the  provinces  of  New  York  and  New 
Jersey  are  of  one  mind  on  the  subject  of  the  Professorate. 

As  it  rospects  this  Important  '  subject,  beloved  brethren,  we  hnve  oarnostly 
directed  our  considerations  to  proper  means;  but  we  needed  a  firmer  footing  OD 
which  to  go  to  work,  before  we  could  prosecute  it  in  any  way  with  hope  of 
success. 
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We  ought  previously  to  know,  first,  on  what  certain  salary  a  Professor  might 
be  called;  secondly,  whether  there  would  be  any  other  emoluments  besides  thm 
salary,  as  a  dwelling,  etc. ;  thirdly,  how  much  would  be  allowed  for  the  removal 
of  a  Professor  and  his  goods;  fourthly,  what  are  the  particular  services  which 
would  be  required  of  a  Professor?       ^ 

Without  knowledge  as  to  these  points  no  one  will  be  disposed  to  leave  hU 
fatherland;  but  when  we  receive  Intelligence  on  these  points,  we  shall  be  able 
to  act  on  this  subject  efficiently. 

In  the  meantime  we  submit  to  the  consideration  of  your  reverend  Body,  whether 
the  Rev.  J.  H.  Livingston.  S.  S.  Th.  D..  who  is  held  by  us  in  high  reputation, 
would  not  be  deemed  by  the  brethren  qualified  for  the  office.  Our  Classls  will 
gladly  give  her  approbation. 

It  appears  to  us,  as  it  does  to  the  Bev.  Theological  Faculty  of  Utrecht,  to 
whom  we  wrote  on  the  subject,  that  Rev.  Dr.  Livingston  would  be  best  adapted 
for  this  work  on  account  of  his  suitable  qualifications  for  the  work,  his  knowledge 
of  the  language,  and  the  peculiarities  of  the  people,  as  well  as  of  the  circumstances, 
all  of  which  should  be  taken  Into  consideration  In  prosecuting  this  matter.  In 
these  respects  he  has  nuiny  advan/ages  oiver  any  one  who  could  be  called  from 
Holland.     Besides,  considerable  additional  expense  would  thus  be  avoided. 

But  If  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Livingston  should  not  be  acceptable  to  the  Synod, 
or,  if  he  should  himself  be  disinclined  to  engage  In  so  Important  an  office,  then 
we  shall  need  more  minute  information,  to  propose  the  subject  to  some  one  here. 
It  will  be  gratifying  to  receive  a  letter  from  the  brethren  on  these  points. 

In  relation  to  other  matters  we  desire  a  reference  to  the  8th  Article. 

That  the  Consistory  of  Kingston  had  approved  the  two-fold  plan  of  reconciliatlQii 
between  them  and  Dr.  Meyer,  and  also  between  them  and  the  part  of  the  congre- 
gation which  adheres  to  Dr.  Meyer,  and  we  request  the  brethren  further  to  urge 
this  subject  upon  them. 

Article  5  ad  15. 

That  the  churches  which  shall  stand  aloof  should  sign  the  Articles  of  Union 
as  early  as  may  be,  and  that  the  difference  in  reference  to  the  15th  Article  may 
be  adjusted  in  love  as  soon  as  possible. 

Article  18 

When  the  list  shall  be  received  by  us,  care  will  be  taken  that  It  be  placed  In  the 
"  Naam  Register."  May  the  Great  King  of  the  Church  have  his  eye  over  you  and 
yoor  Church  for  good.  Our  heartfelt  prayers  are  that  many  among  you  may  be 
bora  In  Zion,  and  that  they  may  be  established  and  edified.  With  assurance  of  high 
respect,  we  remain  yours  In  brotherly  attachment,  Bev.,  beloved  and  respected 
brethren.    Your  obedient  servants  and  brethren. 

In  the  name  of  the  Deputati  Classls  Amste.,  ad  res  extents, 

E.  A.  Ten  Brink,  Eccles.  Amst.,  P.  pt.  dep.,  ad  res  ext. 

Amsterdam,    June    15,    1774. 

German  Keformed  (^urRcir,  New  York. 
Call  of  tlie  liev.  John  Gabriel  Gebharcl.     *Tuno  29,  17TG. 

Our  much  beloved  and  respected  pastor.  Rev.  C.  F.  Foering,  having  received  and 
accepted  the  call  of  a  congregation  at  Millstone,  he  having  Informed  the  Elders 
and  Deacons  of  the  same  last  Monday,  the  27th  Inst,  and  who  believing  that 
the  vacancy  if  not  soon  filled,  might  be  the  cause  of  great  injury  to  the  Church, 
We  the  undersigned,  Deacons  and  Elders  of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  called 
the  conprcjjntion  to>retlu'r  on  the  28tb  Inst.,  ami  nin«lo  known  to  tlioui  tin*  resigna- 
tion of  the  Rev.  C  F.  Foerlntr:  whon  tho  monibors  of  the  oonffrepatlon  pn.rpoded  In 
the  fear  of  the  Lord  to  elect  another  minister,  when  the  choice  fell  upon  the 
Rev.  John  Gabriel  Gebhard,  without  one  dissenting  voice.  And  as  we,  the  Elders 
and  Deacons,  cannot  but  acknowledge  the  finger  of  Gtod  in  such  a  peaceable  electioo* 
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we  with  great  pleasure  and  confidence  In  God  proceed  to  call  yon  the  Ber.  J.  G. 
Gebhard,  in  the  fear  of  God  and  In  the  name  of  car  church,  and  with  tha 
acquiescence  of  the  Rev.  C.  F.  Foering,  to  be  a  regular  Shepherd  and  Pastor  of 
our  said  Germaa  Reformed  Church  in  New  York,  In  the  trust,  that  70a  will  accept 
this  our  call,  in  the  fear  of  God,  and  will  send  unto  us.  In  the  words  of  St.  Paul 
to  the  Macedonian,  *'  that  you  will  come,  and  that  quickly.'* 

1st.  You  will  be  expected  to  preach  the  Word  of  God  pure,  accordlnir  to  tbt 
grace  which  God  will  give  unto  you,  in  the  German  language,  twice  every  Sunday, 
and  once  in  the  week,  Wednesday  evening.  On  Sunday  morning  the  text  to  be 
taken  from  the  Bible,  and  in  the  afternoon  the  sermon  to  be  from  the  Heldelbeif 
Catechlim. 

2nd.  We  shall  expect  the  customary  feast  and  preparation  sermons. 

3rd.  That  you  will  administer  the  Sacrament,  at  such  time  as  has  been  eBt> 
tomary. 

4th.  That  you  teach  our  youth  diligently  from  the  Heidelberg  Catechism,  s» 
that  they  may  be  prepared  to  become  members  of  the  church. 

5th.  That  you  will  administer  the  discipline  of  the  Church,  visit  the  sick  snd 
afflicted  often,  and  at  such  times  and  c^portunlfles  exhort  from  God*s  word.  Is 
a  word,  to  do  all  that  becometh  a  servant  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  according  to  Us 
holy  word  and  the  good  order  of  the  church. 

But  as  the  servant  of  the  Gospel  shall  live  by  the  Gospel,  and  the  laborer  It 
worthy  of  his  hire,  we  promise  for  our  parts,  to  give  you  the  yearly  salary  of 
One  hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds,  and  twenty-five  pounds  for  house  rent,  Rev 
York   currency,   in  quarterly   payments. 

2nd.  The  above  salary  shall  be  regularly  paid  from  the  time  you  commcDec^  m 
long  as  you  continue  to  preach  acceptably,  and  remain  in  harmony,  which  we  wHI 
pray  the  Lord  may  be  for  life;  but  should  It  be  necessary  to  alter  the  conneetioi, 
either  party  shall  give  three  months  notice. 

We  promise  to  love  and  reverence  you,  with  the  love  due  a  servant  of  Jesui 
Christ. 

4th.  This  call  shall  be  signed  by  the  Deacons  and  Elders,  who  may  be  eboeea 
from  time  to  time  hereafter. 

Lastly,  we  hope  that  you  will  in  the  name  and  fear  of  €k>d,  accept  this  ctl^ 
and  that  you  may  be  the  means  in  his  hand,  of  doing  much  good  among  us.  ind 
O  that  the  Lord  might  bless  this  our  call,  and  that  it  might  redound  to  his  glorj, 
and  to  the  saving  of  many  immortal  souls. 

Otto  Parislens,  Jacob  Spury,  Ilenrlch  Schwartz,  John  Chris  Armbrustes,  EldtfS. 

John   W.   Snyder,   Chrlstan   Will,   Christoph  Zigenheim,   Jacob   Samply,  Deacou. 

Done  in  New  York,  20th  June,  1774,  in  the  presence  of  Chris.  F.  Foerlng,  V.  D. 
M.,  Isaac  Stoutenberg. 

After  having  gone  to  God  for  his  direction  and  assistance,  by  the  measure  of 
his  grace  to  me,  I  do  promise,  with  God's  help,  to  accept  the  above  call,  on  the 
conditions  named.  I  was  duly  installed  by  the  Rev.  C.  F.  Foering,  on  the  6tlk 
of  Sept.,  1774. 

J.  G.  Gebhard. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
Professokate  in  Xew  York. 

1774,  July  18th.  Art.  3.  The  Kev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  read 
a  letter  from  the  High  Rev.  Mr.  Bonnet,  Prof,  at  Utrecht,  stating 
that  the  person  of  Livingston  would  be  acceptable  as  Professor  in 
New  York,  and  that  he  ought  to  be  invited  to  this  office.  This 
duty  is  entrusted  to  the  Eev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras,  who  read  a 
letter  which  was  approved  for  forwarding.  Quod  factum,  xiv. 
350. 
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Synodalia,  1774. 

Orange  Nassau,  Art.  6.  As  the  Classis  is  heartily  rejoiced  at 
and  thanks  God  for  the  increase  and  prosperity  of  the  Princely 
House;  so  it  is  our  fervent  and  constant  prayer  that  God  will 
please  to  preserve  His  Illustrious  Highness,  Netherland's  beloved 
Hereditary  Stadtholder,  the  Royal  Spouse,  and  the  desired  Orange 
sprouts,  (i.  e.  children,)  as  the  pupil  of  His  eye,  and  to  make  this 
house  a  blessing  in  the  land.     xiv.  353. 

Acts  of.  the  Synod  of.Xortu  Holland,  1774,  July-Auo. 
Aetiole  47. — New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

Extract  from  the  Acts  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Ministers  and  Elders  of  New 
York  and  New  Jersey,  held  at  Kingston,  Oct  7,  8 ;  1773. 

At  the  close  of  these  extracts  Is  the  following : 

These  Acts  were  accompanied  by  a  letter  of  the  same  date  and  signed  by  the  same 
I>ersons,  in  which  they  farther  urge  Art.  9,  (on  the  Professorship),  and  request 
the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  give  special  attention  to  It,  and  to  recommend  a 
capable  person  for  Professor.  And  the  Classis  shall,  at  the  earliest  opportunltjt 
farther  write  to  them  about  that 

The  Rey.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  Is  thanked  for  the  report  It  made  and  la  requested 
to  continue  Its  correspondence  with  the  churches. 

[This  letter  and  these  minutes  are  dated,  Kingston,  Oct.  8,  1773.] 

J.  C.  Rubell,  President 
Dlrck  Romeyn,  Scribe. 

Church  of  New  York. 

New  York,  Sept  19th,  1774. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  Ood's  name. 

Cornelius  Clopper,  Abram  Lott,  Gerrltt  Rappelye,  and  Zacharlas  Zlkl'else  were 
chosen  to  attend,  as  Elders,  with  the  ministers,  the  Smaller  Assembly  (Classis)  of 
Ministers  and  Elders. 

Resolved,  That  the  transactions  of  the  Small  and  the  Large  Assemblies  of  Minis- 
ters and  Elders,  after  the  conclusion  of  the  same,  shall  be  communicated  to  Consis- 
tory by  their  delegates,  that  they  may  have  sufficient  Insight  Into  the  matters 
therein  treated. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Rltzema,  p.  t  President 

Gen:eral  Meeting  of  Ministers  and  Elders  of  the  Churches 
OF  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  October  4-7,  1774. 

Extracts. 

Handing  in  the  Reading  of  the  Letter  of  the  Rev.  Classis, 
AS  Well  as  the  Minutes  of  the  Last  General  ^Meeting. 

A  Letter  from  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  dated  18th  December,  1773,  was 
read,  containing  references  to  Acts  of  the  General  Meeting,  held  on  the  Second 
Tuesday  of  October,  of  the  year  1772,  respecting  the  Professorate,  as  well  as  an 
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extract  from  a  letter  addressed  to  them  by  the  honorable  the  Trustees  of  Queenf 
College,  in  New  Jersey,  signed  by  a  committee,  relating  to  said  Professorate; 
finally,  tbeir  resolutions  upon  It,  and  desires  for  more  light. 

Hereupon  were  read  the  Acts  of  the  last  ReT.  General  Meeting,  held  at  Kingston; 
upon  which,  it  occurred  to  observe : 

1.  That  the  Rev.  Classls,  in  reviewing  these  Acts,  must  have  received  the  desired 
light. 

2.  That  the  complaints  of  the  members  present,  it  appeared  that  a  suitable 
response  was  not  made  to  the  regulation  in  relation  to  the  circulation  of  the  Acta  d 
North  Holland ;  and  all  the  brethren  in  whose  hands  said  Acts  are  placed,  are 
therefore  earnestly  directed  to  comply  with  said  regulation. 

3.  That  there  had,  as  yet,  no  adequate  regulation  been  made  for  the  calling  of  aa 
extraordinary  General  Meeting. 

Therefore,  the  following  is  devised  and  agreed  upon,  viz.:  that  the  delegates  of 
each  Particular  to  the  General  Ecclesiastical  Body  shall  remain  in  qualitate  tfss, 
until  their  next  Ordinary  Particular  Meeting;  and  that  in  case  the  Deputatl,  coib- 
municating  with  the  last  President  and  Clerk,  regard  an  extraordinary  General 
Meeting  necessary,  they  shall  fix  the  time  and  place  for  the  purpose,  and  give  tlie 
requisite  notice  to  the  members  of  the  last  ordinary  General  Meeting. 


Report  of  the  Djbputati  and  Letter  of  thb  Trustees  of 

Queens  College. 

The  Deputati  report,  that  the  papers  of  the  last  General  Meeting  were  tnat- 
mitted  at  the  proper  time,  and  according  to  particular  information  received,  arrlTfd 
in  season;  and  that  the  answer  may  now  daily  be  expected.  The  Rev.  Partieoltr 
Bodies  rest  in  what  has  been  done  as  to  the  subject,  and  are  expecting  the  answer. 
Was  besides  presented  and  read  a  letter  from  the  honorable  the  Trustees  of  Qneeni 
College,  containing  a  reply  to  the  extracts  from  the  proceedings  of  the  last  General 
Meeting  respecting  the  Professorate,  which  was  heard  and  received  with  satisfkctSoo. 
The  Rev.  Bodies  suffers  this  matter  to  rest  for  the  present,  in  accordance  with  tlie 
import  of  Article  IV. 


Advice  Asked  ix  Relation  to  Subscription  by  Consistoey. 

The  Particular  Body  of  Kingston  ask  advice  in  relation  to  the  following  point: 
*•  Whether  each  member  of  the  respective  Consistories,  and  new  members  before  their 
ordination,  are  required  with  their  own  hands  to  subscribe  the  Articles  of  Union?" 
This  Rev.  Body  answer,  that  this  Is  not  intended  by  the  fundamental  Articles,  nor 
has  it  been  ordained  by  any  of  our  General  Meetings  that  such  subscription  slionld 
be  required. 


Rev.  C6nsi8tory  of  November  4  th,  1772,  and  sought  to  ascertain  of  the  congrega- 
tion how  far  it  might  be  possible  to  satisfy  the  expectation  or  demand  of  Rev.  MeTer. 
are  of  opinion  that  we  cannot  satisfy  the  expectation  or  demand  of  Rev.  Meyer  In 
the  proposed  manner,  but  that  we,  notwithstanding,  will,  in  brotherly  love,  lay  aiMe 
the  differences  between  us,  as  we  believe  should  be  done. 

As  regards  the  second  proposal,  Inasmuch  as  you  were  of  opinion  that  if  tbe 
first  part  of  the  arrangement  were  not  effected  there  could  be  no  room  for  the 
second,  we  pass  by  It  without  remark. 

Signed,  in  the  name  and  by  order  of  the  Rev.  Consistory, 

Abraham  Low. 
Kingston,  16th  September,  1773. 
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Synodical  Acts. 

The  Synodical  Acts  transmitted  to  us  by  the  Rev.  Classls  having  been  received, 
and  some  of  the  Rev.  Brethren  complaining  that  they  were  not  put  Into  their  hands 
In  sufficient  time  to  make  use  of  them  In  our  meeting,  so  far  as  they  might  serve  for 
the  elucidation  of  subjects  coming  under  consideration,  the  Rev.  Body  thereupon 
Resolved  That  no  one  should  retain  the  Synodical  Acts  longer  than  fourteen  days, 
if  at  least  there  were  opportunity  of  sending  them  to  the  next  congregation ;  and  the 
Deputatl  of  this  Rev.  Body  having  received  the  same,  as  well  as  the  letters  of  the 
Rev.  Classls,  shall  make  It  their  business,  In  the  speediest  and  best  manner,  to  send 
the  Acts  of  Synod  to  the  respective  brethren,  with  the  Intimation  that  they  conduct 
according  to  this  resolution. 

The  Rev.  Body  return  thanks  to  the  Rev.  Synod,  as  well  as  the  Rev.  Classls  of 
Amsterdam,  for  their  kindness  In  transmitting  the  Acts,  and  humbly  request  them 
to  continue  the  same. 


List  of  Ministers. 

Rev.  Mr.  Livingston,  at  the  request  of  this  Rev.  Body,  undertakes  to  fonn  a  list 
of  the  ministers,  licentiates,  and '  vacant  congregations  In  both  Provinces,  to  be 
placed  In  the  hands  of  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  with  the  request  that  they  be 
placed  upon  the  register,  which  is  annually  printed  in  Holland. 
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Acts  of  June,  1772. 


The  Rev.  Mr.  Livingston  Informed  this  Rev.  Body  that,  by  private  letters  from 
Amsterdam,  he  had  learned  that  the  Minutes  of  this  Rev.  Body,  of  16th  June,  1772, 
had  not  reached  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam :  it  was  therefore  Resolved,  That 
a  duplicate  of  the  same,  togethe'r  with  those  of  the  present  meeting,  be  trans- 
mitted. 


Church  of  Xew  York. 

New  York,  Nov.  Zlst,  1774. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

A  letter  was  presented  from  the  Rev.  Stephanus  van  Voorhees  containing  a 
request  in  the  name  of  a  Reformed  Congregation  at  Dover,  (N.  Y.  near  Poughkeep- 
sle)  for  some  of  the  Psalm  books  still  remaining  In  our  hands,  as  a  present  for 
the  poor  members  of  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  two  dozen  be  sent  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Voorhees,  to  be  distributed 
by  him  in  our  name  among  the  poorest  families  in  the  congregation,  according  to 
hiB  best  judgement. 

Mr.  Henry  Zlkkcls  presented  an  account  of  £4:7:3.  for  work  and  repairs  done 
to  the  bouse  of  domlne  Rltzema.    This  was  ordered  to  be  paid  by  the  Treasurer. 

Signed,  etc.,  L.  de  Ronde,  p.  t.  President. 

New  York.  Nov.  24th,  1774. 

The  Deacons,  on  account  of  the  smallness  of  the  coUectionn,  are  not  able  to 
extend  the  necessary  aid  to  the  poor.  The  Consistory,  therefore,  at  their  request, 
agreed  that  on  Sunday,  after  the  second  communion,  special  collection  should  be 
made  in  the  three  churches.  In  the  forenoon,  in  the  Old  Church;  in  the  afternoon 
in  the  North  Church;  and  In  the  evening  In  the  New  Church.  Notice  shall  be 
given  on  the  previous  Sunday,  that  each  may  prepare  himself  accordingly.  An 
earnest  appeal  shall  be  made,  and  particularly  a  statement,  that  these  collections 
are  designed  not  only  for  the  poor,  but  also  for  the  children  In  the  Free  School, 
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that  they  maj  be  In  some  degree  provided  with  clothes;  lest  for  lack  In  tills 
respect  thej  remain  oat  of  school,  and  forget  what  thej  have  learned. 

The  request  of  Mr.  Pleter  Oatwater  of  New  Hackensack,  presented  by  the 
President,  for  a  collection  in  oar  church,  to  paj  their  debt  for  the  building  of 
their  new  church,  was  declined;  because  we  are  not  able  to  discharge  our  own 
debt  of  the  same  kind. 

Resolved,  That  a  monthly  meeting  of  the  Consistory  be  held  on  the  first  Thnn- 
day  of  each  month  at  6  P.  M. 

Signed, 

J.  Ritsema,  p.  t.  President 
N.  B.    At  the  first  monthly  meeting  the  time  was  altered  from  the  first  to  the 
second  Thursday  of  each  month. 

Signed. 

Archibald  Laldlle,  p.  t.  President 

CuuRCH  OF  New  York. 

New  York,  Jan.  12th,  1775. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God*s  name. 

Three  bonds  were  delivered  by  Mr.  Jakobus  Roosevelt ;  one  of  Mrs.  Annatjc  vaa 
Dyck  for  £100.     This  expired,   Nov.  4.  1774:  and  one  of  Mr.  Jeremiah  Piatt  for 

£900.     This  expired  June  11,  1774:  and  a  third  of  Capt.  Jus.  Shoals,  £000.    Tlili 

expired  Dec.  15,  1774:  amounting  together  to  £1600.    These  were  made  into  one  to 

Mr.  Jakobus  Roosevelt,  on  which  the  interest  was  paid  up  to  Oct.  6th,  1774  wbea 

the  interest  begins  on  the  new  bond. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Ritsema,  p.  t.  President 

PiiOCEEDINQS  OF  CoLONEL  GuY  JoHNSON  WiTH  THE  SiX  XaTIOKS. 

At  a  meeting  with  the  Chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations,  who  were 
Deputized  to  come  to  Guy  Park  on  matters  of  importance. 
Friday  20th  January  1775. 

Indians  complain  of  a  Missionary. 

Then  ConogQuelsen  Chief  of  Oneida  on  Behalf  of  the  whole  arose  and  said. 

Brother.  We  are  now  to  speak  to  yon  on  another  subject  which  much  affects  w: 
we  hoar  many  stranpre  stories  of  late  from  the  White  people,  that  give  us  much 
trouble.  We  lately  told  you  of  some  bad  advisers  we  had  met  with  about  your 
own  disputes  they  now  come  Into  our  towns.  We  complained  to  you  last  snmmff 
that  the  Clergyman  at  Canowarl^hare  was  n  very  busy  Man,  that  he  refused  to 
Baptise  some  of  our  people,  who  were  not  agreeable  to  him,  and  administering  the 
Sacrament  to  children,  whose  parents  were  of  his  party.  We  have  now  mnch 
more  to  say  on  this  head,  for  he  goes  on  in  such  a  manner  that  our  chiefs  tr^ 
desirous  to  get  rid  of  him;  for  he  has  a  store  In  our  village  and  Is  concerned  In 
trade  with  his  Brother,  which  Is  very  unbecoming  in  him,  and  he  minds  public 
affairs  more  than  Religion,  for  he  Is  always  collecting  news  and  telling  us  strauge 
matters  of  the  white  people,  whilst  he  endeavours  to  represent  us  as  a  people  of 
no  c'onseiiuence  to  them,  in  short,  he  has  become  such  a  meddler  In  things  he  h&* 
no  business  with,  that  we  desire  once  more  that  you  will  cause  him  to  be  removed 
to  prevent  further  trouble  with  him. 

The  Onondaga  speaker  next  arose  and  spoke  as  follows: 

Brother.  When  our  Chiefs  returned  last  from  hence  to  Onondaga  our  youDf 
Men  were  mostly  abroad,  so  that  the  Message  to  the  Southward  was  delayed  tot 
sonio  days  and  we  have  since  heard  that  In  consequence  thereof  one  of  the  Met- 
sciiirors  wrote  a  letter  to-  you  upon  It  which  letter  arrived  at  the  village  of 
Canowaroghare,  where  It  was  stopped  and  read  by  the  Minister,  who  advised  not 
to  forward  any  news  that  might  be  disagreable,  but  to  burn  It,  which  was  accord* 
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Ingly  done.  We  therefore  beg  that  you  will  not  look  npon  it  to  he  an  act  of  oufb, 
or  with  our  knowledge,  and  that  should  you  hear  any  accounts  of  the  Messen- 
ger's delay  in  consequence  thereof,  that  you  will  believe  our  sincerity  and  not 
give  ear  to  it,  and  by  this  Belt  we  beg  that  you  will  give  orders  that  no  busy 
people  shall  hereafter  give  ill  advice,  or  obstruct  the  Messengers  sent  by  you  and 
us,  as  we  believe  this  minister  has  done,  who  we  find  to  be  a  very  busy  Man,  and 
a  man  interested  in  Trade  and  things  which  we  always  thought  unbecoming  the 
character  of  a  Clergyman. 

A  Belt  of  7  Rows. 

Having  ended;  Col.  Johnson  answered  as  follows. 

Brothers  the  Chiefs.  I  have  carefully  attended  to  your  speeches,  and  as  they 
contain  some  weighty  matters,  which  require  some  thought,  I  shall  consider  the 
whole  seriously  and  give  you  a  full  answer  with  such  advice  and  directions,  as 
will  I  trust  prove  9atlsfactory  to  you. 

Then  gave  them  pipes,  Tobacco,  &  some  liquor,  &  adjourned. 

Brothers  the  Chiefs  of  Oneidas. 

I  hear  with  much  concern  your  complaints  against  the  Clergyman  at  one  of 
your  villages;  you  have,  *tl8  true,  more  than  once  applied  on  this  subject,  and  I 
am  very  sorry  to  find  them  now  much  aggravated,  as  I  am  always  Inclined  to 
judge  favourably  of  the  Clergy  and  willing  to  hope,  that  they  have  only  for  their 
object  the  promoting  Religion  and  virtue.  I  could  wish  for  the  credit  of  Religion 
and  the  character  of  that  Gentleman,  that  your  charges  were  not  well  founded; 
I  hope  that  you  have  considered  all  this,  and  as  the  nature  of  this  charge,  If 
true,  renders  his  conduct  very  culpable,  I  shall  be  glad  to  have  the  most  clr- 
cnmstantial  account  of  such  particulars,  before  I  can  determine  on  any  thing, 
and  In  the  interim,  if  you  are  convinced,  that  you  have  fairly  stated  the  matter 
yon  may  signify  your  disgust  in  such  a  manner  as  becomes  moderate  Men  towards 
a  Minister,  whose  person  should  always  be  treated  with  respect  on  account  of  hlft 
sacred  profession.  His  recommending  it  to  you  to  Burn  a  letter  sent  to  me  on 
public  affairs,  appears  very  extraordinary  indeed,  for  whatever  were  the  contents. 
It  was  unjustifiable  to  stop  It  and  I  hope  you  yourselves  will  be  more  carefull  In 
this  particular  in  future  and  not  give  encouragement  to  people  who  have  no 
authority  to  intermeddle  In  public  affairs. 

—Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  Vol.  vlll,  pp.  534,  685,  630,  6S8. 


Biix  Amending  Time  for  Collecting  Money  for  Ministry 

Act. 

1775,  Jan.  26.    C.  Golden,  OoTsmor. 

The  General  Assembly  sent  a  Bill  to  the  Council,  desiring  their  ooncnrrenee 
thereto,  entitled,  "An  Act  for  altering  the  time  of  assessing  and  collecting  the 
taxes  for  the  support  of  a  minister  and  the  poor  In  the  dty  of  New  York.** 
OaunoU  Journal,  1046.  Read;  second  reading  ordered,  1046.  Committed,  Jan. 
27,  1047.    Passed,  Jan.  28,  1048.     Enacted,  Jan.  81;  p.  1776. 

Church  of  New  York. 
Psalm  Books. 

New  York,  F^b.  0th,  1776. 

Cooalstory  held  after  calling  on  God*s  name. 

Mr.  Bayly  requested  a  remission  of  rent,  for  his  leased  gronnd  behind  the 
North  Chnrch,  In  Schots  street,  on  account  of  some  damage  done  by  water  from 
the  chnrch  to  his  house. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Jno.  de  Peyster  be  directed  to  demand  the  arrears  of  rent 
without  abatement,  and  in  case  of  refusal  to  sell  the  building. 
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Mr.  Gardiner  desired  a  lease  of  three  lots  on  Datch  Street,  for  thirty  yean. 
This  was  granted  on  condition  that  he  pay  £12.  yearly  for  the  first  fifteen  yean, 
and  £15  for  the  following. 

As  to  the  Psalm  books  on  hand,  In  order  to  get  them  off  earlier,  the  Conslstorj 
Resolved,  That  they  should  he  sold  at  six  shillings  a  copy  by  the  dosen  or  htlf 
dozen;  and  at  seven  shillings  by  the  single  copy;  and  that  Hr.  G«rrlt  Abeel  be 
requested  to  have  some  of  them  bound. 

Mrs.  van  Syst  and  Mrs.  Mc  CoUlck  were  received  as  poor  persons  to  be  ntiiih 
talned  on  the  terms  provided. 

Signed, 

Lambertns  de  Ronde,  p.  t.  President 

Church  of  New  York. 

New  Tork,  March  0th,  177S. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God*s  name. 

The  Elders,  van  Zandt,  and  Bancker,  to  whom  the  leasing  of  the  above  mentlfloed 
lots  to  Gardinler  was  entrusted,  reported,  that  they  had  agreed  with  the  said 
Gardlnier  for  £12.  the  first  fifteen  years,  and  £13.  for  the  second  term:  and  that 
he  by  the  first  of  May  next  should  set  open  the  street,  and  set  the  houses  in  ou 
line  with  the  others.     This  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Philips  requested  his  lease  to  be  altered  from  80  to  45  years.  This  wti 
refused. 

Signed  etc, 

Archibald  Laidlie,  p.  t.  President, 

General  Meeting  of  Ministeirs  and  Elders  of  the  Church 

OF  jS'ew  York,  April,  1775. 

Extracts. 

^Iissives  of  the  Reverend  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Deputati  reported,  that  in  January  last  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Clasds  of 
Amsterdam,  addressed  to  the  Rev.  General  Body,  came  to  hand,  and  that  It  bad 
been  opened  according  to  order.  Said  missive  was  placed  upon  the  table  and  read, 
as  also  a  duplicate  of  the  forementloned.  which  embraced,  besides  the  contenti  of 
the  aforesaid,  a  copy  of  a  missive  from  the  Rev.  Professor  G.  BMinet,  in  the  name 
of  the  Rev.  Theological  Faculty  at  Utrecht,  to  R.  A.  Ten  Brinck,  Deput.  ad  ret 
exiers.  Class.  Acstclcds.,  the  first  dated  4th  September,  Anno  1774 ;  the  Becoad, 
14th  January,  1775;  the  general  import  having  respect  to  the  Professorship. 


Professorate. 

This  body  regard  themselves  greatly  obliged  to  the  Rev.  Faculty  at  Utrecht  and 
the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  on  account  of  the  pains  they  have  taken  in  this 
matter ;  and  however  desirous  this  Body  be  to  see  this  subject  of  the  Profesaorat* 
brought  in  the  speediest  manner  to  the  consummation,  yet  in  view  of  its  importance, 
especially  as   relates  to  the  distant  future  of  our  country,   they  defer  action  foe 
the  present,  with  the  following  limitations :  that  the  Deputati,  with  the  President 
and  Clerk  of  the  present  meetinff,  as  a  standing  committee  be  directed,  provided  in 
their  judgment   the  state  of  the   times  and  other   circumstances  permit  the  con- 
vening of  the  Ministers  and  Elders  of  the  Dutch  Church  pertaining  to  our  Body, 
at  New  York,  to  send  circular  letters  at  the  conclusion  of  summer  to  all  the  heKet 
Bodies,  with  the  request  that  all  their   subordinate  members,  each  Member  belnf 
accompanied  by  one  of  his  Elders,  assemble  at  New  York,  on  the  fifth  of  October 
next,  wheh   also  the  Ordinary  General   Meeting  shall  be  heldi   on  Tuesday,  belnf 
the  usual  time,  in  order  that  then,  by  the  aid  of  all  the  Brethren,  the  necessary 
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meaBores  may  be  taken  for  the  formation  of  a  snfflcient  fund  for  the  calling  a 
Professor,  on  the  express  condition  that  there  shall  then  be  no  oyerhaallng  of 
what  has  already  been  done  upon  this  subject. 


Condition  of  Our  Country. 

This  Body  taking  to  heart  the  present  sad  and  perilous  condition  of  our  land, 
and  considering  that  our  multiplied,  aggravated,  long  continued,  and  unlamented 
sins,  have  afforded  reason  to  God  to  give  up  our  land  to  the  most  deplorable 
calamities.  Judge,  that  its  inhabitants  are  in  the  clearest  manner  called  to  re- 
pentance and  conversion,  and  they  thus  recommend  to  all  the  Reformed  Churches  of 
their  communion  in  the  two  Provinces  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  to  set  apart 
Wednesday,  7th  May  next,  as  a  day  of  solemn  humiliation,  with  fasting  and 
prayer,  for  the  forgiveness  of  sins  and  averting  of  deserved  miseries. 


Earl  op  Dartmouth  to  Governor  Tryon. 

Petition  of  the  Presbvterians,  and  the  Dutch  Church  to  increase 
the  number  of  members  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Denominational  Charters. 

Whitehall  May  4th,  1776. 
Sir: 

The  King  has  no  doubt  that  the  religious  communities  in  New  York  as  well  the 
Dissenters  as  those  of  the  Established  Church  are  fully  satisfied  of  His  Majesty's 
gracious  Intentions  to  afford  them  all  reasonable  support  and  Protection;  His 
Majestys  good  disposition  in  that  respect  hath  been  manifested  in  many  recent 
Instances  of  Grace  and  fayor  to  both. 

What  is  now  requested,  however  by  the  reformed  Dutch  &  Presbyterian  churches 
and  by  the  Members  of  Kings  College  Involves  constitutional  questions  of  great 
dlfllculty,  and  It  is  more  especially  necessary  that  the  Charter  proposed  In  the  latter 
case  should  have  the  fullest  consideration  before  any  step  is  taken  upon  it.  To 
that  end  I  have  received  the  Kings  Commands  to  lay  the  Draft  of  that  charter, 
transmitted  to  you  by  Mr.  Colden,  before  the  Privy  Council  in  order  that  it  may 
be  put  into  such  a  train  of  examination  as  shall  be  judged  necessary,  but  I  do  not 
think  it  likely  that  their  Liordshlps  will  be  Induced  to  advise  the  King,  to  grant 
a  charter  which  is  to  have  the  effect  to  increase  the  number  of  Members  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  without  the  consent  and  concurrence  of  that  House;  in 
other  respects  the  Charter  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  liable  to  any  material 
objection. 

The  only  doubt  or  difficulty  that  has  occurred,  upon  the  request  of  the  reformed 
Dutch  &  Presbyterian  Churches  for  Charters  of  Incorporation,  is  whether  such 
Charters  would  not  have  the  effect  to  give  an  establishment  inconsistent,  with  the 
Principles  of  the  Laws  of  England,  and  it  Is  the  more  necessary  to  attend  to  this 
difficulty,  as  It  was  first  stated  by  the  Council  of  New  York,  in  the  case  of  the 
application  made  In  1706  by  the  Ministers,  Elders,  and  Deacons  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  within  the  City  of  New  York ;  if  however  upon  consideration  of  the  several 
cases  in  which  this  privilege  Is  now  requested,  the  Law  Servants  of  the  King  in 
the  Province,  and  the  Council  whom  you  will  consult  upon  them  shall  be  of  opinion 
that  they  are  free  from  any  difficulty  of  such  a  nature,  It  is  the  KIng*s  pleasure 
that  you  do  grant  such  charter  of  Incorporation,  conformable  to  what  has  been 
approved  of  by  His  Majesty  in  a  like  Case  within  the  Province  of  New  Jersey  of 
which  you  will  be  particularly  Informed  by  the  enclosed  Papers. 

—Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  Vol.  viii,  pp.  572,  573,  574. 
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ADMimSTRATION  OF  GOVERNOR  WILLIAM  TRYO^f, 

JUNE  28, 1775-MARCH  23,  1780. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

1775,  July  17th.  Art.  47.  Synodalia.  The  Classis  has  re- 
ceived no  information  from  the  Churches  in  North  America  on 
accoimt  of  the  troubles  there  prevailing,     xv.  31. 


Synod  OF  North  Hoixand  at  Edam,  July  2  5- Aug.  3,  1775. 
Article  47. — New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  communicates  that,  according  to  a 
private  letter  from  that  land,  it  was  due  to  the  troubled  condition 
of  the  country  that  no  report  had  been  received.  This  matter  re* 
mains  recommended  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 


Church  of  New  York. 

New  York,  Aug.  10,  1775. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  the  Lord's  name. 

A  lease  was  given  to  David  Gardner,  for  a  lot  In  Dutch  Street,  for  thirty  yean,, 
at  the  rate  of  £12.  for  the  first  fifteen  years,  and  £13.  for  the  remaining  flfteea 
years.     Lease  dated  April  1,  1775. 

Also  a  lease  to  Gerrlt  Scholter  for  a  lot  In  Dutch  Street  fo?  thirty  years,  at  t 
rent  of  £4.  for  the  first  six  years,  and  £0.  for  the  next  nine,  and  £0 :10.  for  the 
remaining  fifteen  years.     Lease  dated  April  26,  1775. 

J.  H.  Livingston,  p.  t.  President 


Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies,  Sept.  4,  1775. 

New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

Deputies  ad  res  exteras  having  as  yet  received  no  letters  from  New  York  and 
New  Jersey  proposed  to  and  asked  Classis  whether  they  should  wait  to  forward 
the  Synodical  Acts  of  the  past  year  until  the  arrival  of  the  letters,  or  whether 
they  should  forward  them  anyhow :  whereupon  It  was  resolved  to  permit  the 
Deputies  to  send  the  Acta  anyhow,  as  opportunity  served,  with  an  express  request 
that  those  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey  would  let  them  know  in  writing  as  sooii' 
as  possible  the  state  of  the  church  among  them.     Quod  factum. 

zx1t:191. 
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<xEXEEAL  Meeting   of  the  Ministers  and  Eldees  of  the 

CnuRon  OF  New  Yoex,  Oct.  3-7,  1775. 

Extracts, 
Case  of  Rev.  Meyee  and  the  Congregation  of  Kingston. 

As  regards  the  business  of  Rev.  Meyer  and  the  congregation  of  Kingston,  com- 
mended to  us  by  the  Rev.  Classls,  the  Rev.  Body  ordained  that  the  paragraph  of 
the  letter  of  the  Rev.  Classls  relative  to  this  point  be  communicated  to  the  Ber. 
Consistory  of  Kingston  by  the  Rev.  Deputatus  who  Is  to  be  chosen. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  General  Meeting  of  Ministers 
AND  Elders  in  New  York  anb  New  Jersey.  Oct.  12,  1775. 
Vol.  31. 

'Bev.  and  Very-learned  Sirs,  and  Highly-esteemed  Brethren: — 

We  hope  you  have  received  oar  last  two  letters,  sent  you  last  year  at  the  propar 
time. 

But  ever  since  you  Informed  us  that  a  General  Meeting  was  held  at  Kingston, 
Oct.  5th  to  Oct.  8th,  1778,  and  of  the  business  then  done,  we  have  heard  nothing 
more  of  the  condition  of  your  Church.  We  greatly  long,  however,  to  hear  from 
xou.  We  therefore  earnestly  request  you  to  rejoice  our  hearts  with  pleasant 
Information,  evenj  as  we  endeavor  to  rejoice  your  hearts  by  sending  you,  with 
this  letter,  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  held  at  Bnkhulsen,  for  1774. 
^lis  we  do  to  foster  this  friendly  and  brotherly  correspondence. 

With  this  we  have  the  honor,  after  wishing  for  you  God's  best  blessing,  to  walh 
-•eribe  ourselves  with  all  respects,  etc.,  etc, 

Herman  Hubert,  Dep.  Praea 
F.   Bermrler,   Scrlba. 
Amsterdam,  Oct.  12,  1776. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

1776,  June  24th.     Synodalia.     Art.  47  ad  46  (47  ?)     Informa- 
tion from  our  Committee  ad  res  Exteras  inserted,     xv.  75. 

Synod  of  North  Holland,  July-Aug.  1776. 

Article  45. — New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  has  received  no  report  from  those 
churches.     The  matter  continues  to  be  further  recommended  to  it. 

Episcopal  Churches  in  New  York  at  the  Opening  of  the 

Revolution,  1776. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  Revolution  there  were  in  New  York 
Oity  only  four  congregations  of  the  Church  of  England.     Trinity 
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Church,  1697 ;  her  two  Chapels — St.  George's  in  Beekman  street, 
1752 ;  and  St.  Paul's,  on  Broadway,  1766 ;  and  also  a  congrega- 
tion worshiping  in  Horse  and  Cart  Lane  (William  street).     In 
Westchester  County  there  were  Episcopal  Congregations  at  Bed- 
ford, New  Castle,  New  Rochelle,  North  Salem,  Peekskilly  Eve, 
Yonkers,  East  Chester  and  West  Chester.     On  Long  Island,  the 
missionaries  of  the  Society  had  extended  their  labors  from  Brook- 
lyn  to  Islip,  with  strong  centres  at  Jamaica,  Newtown  and  Hemp- 
stead.    On  Staten  Island,  St.  Andrew's  Church,  Kichmond,  was 
the  principal   spiritual  home  of  a  large  part  of  the   populatioiL 
There  were  also  Episcopal  churches  at  Albany,  Fishldll,  lithgow, 
(Linlithgow?)  Poughkeepsie,  Newburgh  and  Walden.       Wilber 
force,  in  a  history  of  the  American  (Episcopal)  Church  in  1761, 
puts  the  population  at  one  hundred  thousand,  and  the  number  of 
Episcopalians  at  twenty  five  thousand.     William  Smith,  however, 
puts  the  number  of  Episcopalians  at  about  one  fifteenth  of  the 
whole,  or  about  six  thousand. 

During  the  Revolution. 

During  the  Revolution  the  very  name  "  Church  of  England " 
was  a  heavy  burden  for  her  to  bear,  and  made  her  obnoxious  to 
the  great  mass  of  the  people.  In  New  York,  most  of  her 
ministers  and  people  were  Royalists.  But  it  must  be  said  also 
that  most  of  them  were  missionaries  of  the  English  Society,  and 
therefore,  under  oath  to  support  the  Crowm.  New  York  City  was 
held  by  the  British  throughout  the  war,  while  Long  Island  and 
Westchester  were  debatable  ground  and  suffered  in  turn  from 
each  side.  Many  Episcopals  who  fled  to  Nova  Scotia  or  the 
Bermudas,  had  their  property  confiscated,  and  this  was  soinetiines 
true  even  of  Church  lands.  Trinity  Church  in  New  York  City 
was  burned  in  1776,  when  about  a  fourth  part  of  the  houses  were 
also  destroyed. 
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Governor  Tbyon  to  Lobjd  Georoe  Germain. 
The  Established  Churches  Closed. 

Ship    Dutchess    of    Gordon. 

Off  Staten  Island,  Ang.  14,  1776. 
My  Lord: 

The  confederate  Colonies  have  declared  themselyes  Independent  States:  ESnclosed 
ts  a  printed  copy  of  their  Declaration  of  Independency,  which  was  published 
through  the  streets  of  New  York  the  middle  of  last  month,  where  the  King's 
Statue  has  been  demolished,  as  well  as  the  King's  Arms  In  the  City  Hall,  the 
established  churches  shut  up,  and  every  Vestage  of  Royalty,  as  far  as  has  been 
In  the  power  of  the  Rebels,  done  away.  The  persons  of  the  Mayors  of  the  Cities 
of  York  and  Albany,  Judges,  Councellors,  Magistrates  and  principal  gentlemen 
of  the  Country  that  are  not  in  rebellion,  seized  and  secured,  and  even  down  to  the 
meanest  planters  persecuted  and  tyrannized  over. 

The  whole  armament  destined  for  this  part  of  America,  except  the  last  diyision 
of  the  Hessians,  being  now  assembled  here,  I  expect,  by  the  courage  and  strengtii 
of  this  noble  Army,  tyranny  will  be  crushed  and  legal  government  restored 

As  the  Military  and  Naval  operations  do  not  lye  within  my  department,  I  shall 
leave  the  relations  of  them  to  those  gentlemen  who  have  the  honor  to  guide  them. 

I  am  with  all  possible  resi)ect,  Bfy  Lord, 

Your  Lordship's  most  obedient  Servant, 

Wm.  Tryon. 


Trinity  Church  Burned. 

New  York,  September  24,  1776. 
My  Lord: 

At  the  same  time  that  I  have  the  happiness  to  acquaint  Your  Lordship  that  on 
the  16th  Inst.  General  Howe,  with  the  forces  under  his  command,  by  admirable 
skill,  spirit  and  conduct,  made  himself  master  of  the  City  of  New  York,  and  one- 
half  of  the  Island;  It  grieves  me  to  inform  You  that  oa.  the  21st,  about  two  In 
the  Morning,  the  Western  part  of  the  Torwn  was  set  on  fire  by  a  number  of 
Incendiaries,  and  which  raged  with  such  violence  as  destroyed,  it  Is  thought,  one 
fourth  part  of  the  City,  before  the  flames  could  be  extinguished.  Many  of  the 
incendiaries  are  now  in  prison,  and  two  or  three  were  killed  as  they  were  detected 
in  their  hellish  design.  Many  circnmstances  lead  to  conjecture  that  Mr.  Washington 
was  privy  to  this  villainous  Act,  as  he  sent  all  the  bells  of  the  churches  out  of 
town,  under  pretence  of  casting  them  into  cannon,  whereas  It  Is  much  more  probable 
to  prevent  the  alarm  being  given  by  ringing  of  the  Bells  before  the  fire  should  get  a 
head  beyond  the  reach  of  Engines  and  Buckets:  besides  some  Officers  of  his  army 
were  found  concealed  in  the  City,  supposed  for  this  devilllsh  purpose.  The  town 
was  thought  to  be  saved  more  by  a  sudden  change  in  the  wind  (which  blew  strong), 
and  pulling  down  intermediate  houses,  than  by  water.  It  is  afflicting  to  Tlew  the 
wretched  and  miserable  inhabitants  who  have  lost  their  all,  the  numbers  of 
reputable  shop  keepers  that  are  reduced  to  beggary,  and  many  in  want  for  their 
families  of  {he  necessaries  of  life,  The  fire  broke  out  in  sundry  places  nearly  at 
the  same  time,  but  was  first  discovered  at  White  Hall  Stairs,  and  has  bum*t  the 
whole  body  of  the  buildings  that  lyes  between  George  Street  and  Broad  Street,  as 
high  up  as  the  City  Hall,  and  all  the  buildings  on  the  North  of  Fort  George, 
lying  between  the  North  River  and  Great  George  Street  as  far  up  as  King's 
College,  excepting  a  few  houses  and  St.  Paul's  Church,  and  almost  all  the  houses 
on  the  Church  Estate,  with  Trinity  Church,  Is  totally  consumed ;  It  really  seems 
the  conflagration  was  directed  against  the  Interest  of  the  Church.  The  Ship  Docks, 
Warehouses,  and  the  Commercial  part  of  the  City  is  as  yet  safe,  and  every  measure 
pursued  by  General  Robertson,  Commanding  Officer  in  New  York,  assisted  by  myself. 
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to  e^tabllah  mch  regalatlooB  and  police  as  may  ensare  Its  fatnrs  security.  I  was 
at  Flatbosb  at  Mr.  Azteirs  four  miles  from  the  City  for  tbe  reeorery  of  my 
health  and  strength  when  this  dreadfal  event  befel  this  devoted  City. 

—Col.  Docs.  N,  Y.  Vol.  tUL  68&^  688. 


State  of  the  Anglo-American   Church^  by  Rev.   Charles 
Inglis  of  Trinity  Church,  Xew  York. 

Interruption  of  Correspondence. 

New  York.  October  31flt,  1776. 
Reverend  Sir: — 

The  confusions  which  have  prevailed  In  North  America  for  some  time  pait 
must  have  necessarily  Interrupted  the  correspondence  of  the  Missionaries  with  tbe 
Society,  and  that  to  such  a  degree  as  to  leave  the  Society  In  the  dark  wltk 
respect  to  the  situation  both  of  the  Missionaries  and  the  Missions  at  present  I 
flatter  myself,  therefore,  that  a  short  authentic  account  of  them;  and  of  tbe 
Church  of  England  In  general  In  this  and  the  adjacent  colonies,  may  be  acceptable 
to  the  Society  at  this  most  critical  period.  The  success  of  his  Majesty's  arms  In 
reducing  this  city,  and  driving  out  the  rebels,  the  15th  of  last  month,  affords  sie 
an  opportunity  of  doing  this,  as  packets  are  now  again  established  between  tbls 
port  and  England. 


All  the  Episcopal  Clergy  Loyal  to  England. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  assure  you  that  all  the  Society's  Missionaries,  wltboat 
excepting  one,  In  New  Jersey,  New  York,  Connecticut,  and  so  far  as  I  can  learn. 
In  the  other  New  England  colonies,  have  proved  themselves  faithful,  loyal  sab- 
jccts  in  these  trying  times;  and  have  to  the  utmost  of  their  power  opposed  the 
spirit  of  disafTection  and  rebellion  which  has  involved  this  continent  In  tbe 
greatest  calamities.  I  must  add,  that  all  the  other  clergy  of  our  Church  in  tbe 
above  colonies,  though  not  in  the  Society's  service,  have  observed  the  same  Use 
of  conduct;  and  although  their  joint  endeavours  could  not  wholly  prevent  tbe 
rebellion,  yet  they  checked  it  considerably  for  some  time,  and  prevented  miny 
thousands   from   plunging   into   it   who  otherwise   would   certainly   have  done  so* 


Drs.  Chandler  and  Cooper  Obliged  to  Flee. 

You  have  doubtless,  been  long  since  informed  by  my  worthy  friends.  Dr.  Chandler 
and  Dr.  Cooper,  to  what  an  height  our  violences  were  raised  so  early  as  May 
1775,  when  they  were  both  obliged  to  fly  from  hence  and  seek  protection  In 
England. 

These  violences  have   been  gradually  Increasing  ever  since;   and  this  with  tbe 
delay   of  sending   over   succours,   and   the   King's   troops   totally  abandoning  tbli 
province,    reduced    the    friends   of   government    here   to   a    most    disagreeable  >n* 
dangerous  situation,  particularly  the  Clergy,  who  were  viewed  with  peculiar  enry 
and   malignity  by  the  disaffected:   for,   although  civil   liberty   was  the  ostensible 
object,   the  bait  that  was  flung  out  to  catch   the  populace  at  large  and  ennctfe 
them  In  the  rebellion,  yet  it  is  now  past  all  doubt  that  an  abolition  of  the  Cbnrcb 
of  England  was  one  of  the  principal  springs  of  the  dissenting  leaders*  condnct; 
and  henc^  the  unanimity  of  dissenters  in  this  business.    Their  universal  defection 
from  government,  emancipating  themselves  from  the  jurisdiction  of  Great  Biltiln, 
and  becoming  Independent,  was  a  necessary  step  towards  this  grand  object. 
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Patriotism  of  the  Pkesbyterians. 

I  have  It  from  good  authority  that  the  Presbyterian  ministers,  at  a  synod 
where  most  of  them  In  the  middle  colonies  were  collected,  passed  a  resolve  to 
support  the  Continental  Congress  In  all  their  measores.  This  and  this  only  ean 
account  for  the  uniformity  of  their  conduct;  for  I  do  not  know  one  of  them,  nor 
have  I  been  able,  after  strict  Inquiry,  to  hear  of  any,  who  did  not,  by  preaching 
and  every  effort  In  their  power,  promote  all  the  measures  of  the  congress,  how- 
ever extravagant. 


Opposition  to  Episcopal  Cleugy. 

The  Clergy  amidst  the  scene  of  tumult  and  disorder,  went  on  steadily  with  their 
duty:  In  their  sermons,  confiding  themselves  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Gospel,  with- 
out touching  on  politics;  using  their  Influence  to  allay  our  heats  and  cherish  a 
spirit  of  loyalty  among  the  people.  This  conduct,  however  harmless,  gave  great 
offence  to  our  flamlnjj  patriots,  who  laid  It  down  as  a  maxim,  **  That  those  who 
were  not  for  them  were  against  them.'*  The  Clergy  were  everywhere  threatened, 
often  reviled  with  the  most  opproblous  language,  sometimes  treated  with  brutal 
violence.  Some  have  been  carried  prisoners  by  armed  mobs  Into  distant  provinces, 
where  they  were  detained  In  close  confinement  for  several  weeks,  and  much 
Insulted,  without  any  crime  being  even  alledged  against  them.  Some«have  been 
flnng  into  jails  by  committees  for  frivolous  suspicions  of  plots,  of  which  even  their 
persecutors  afterwards  acquitted  them.  Some  who  were  obliged  to  fly  their  own 
province  to  save  their  lives  have  been  taken  prisoners,  sent  back,  and  are 
threatened  to  be  tried  for  their  lives  because  they  fled  from  danger.  Some  have 
been  pulled  out  of  the  reading  desk  because  they  prayed  for  the  King,  and  that 
before  independency  was  declared.  Others  have  been  warned  to  appear  at  militia 
musters  with  their  arms,  have  been  fined  for  not  appearing,  and  threatened  with 
Imprisonment  for  not  paying  those  fines.  Others  have  had  their  houses  plundered, 
and  their  desks  broken  open  under  pretence  of  their  containing  treasonable  papers. 

I  could  fill  a  volume  with  such  Instances:  and  you  may  rely  on  the  facts  I  have 
mentioned  as  indubitable,  for  I  can  name  the  persons,  and  have  these  particulars 
attested  In  the  simplest  manner.  The  persons  concerned  are  all  my  acqulntances, 
and  not  very  distant:  nor  did  they  draw  this  treatment  on  themselves  by 'any 
imprudence,  but  for  adhering  to  their  duty,  which  gave  offence  to  some  dema- 
gogues, who  raised  mobs  to  persecute  them  on  that  very  account.  Whatever 
reluctance  or  pain  a  benevolent  heart  may  feel  In  recounting  such  things,  which 
arje.  Indeed  a  disgrace  to  humanity  and  religion,  yet  they  ought  to  be  held  up 
to  view,  the  more  effectually  to  expose  the  baneful  nature  of  persecution,  make  It 
detestable,  and  put  mankind  on  their  guard  against  their  first  approaches.  Were 
every  Instance  of  this  kind  faithfully  collected.  It  is  probable  that  the  sufferings 
of  the  American  clergy  would  appear,  In  many  respects,  not  inferior  to  those  of 
the  English  clergy  in  the  great  rebellion  of  the  last  century;  and  such  a  work 
would  be  no  bad  supplement  to  "  Walker's  Sufferings  of  the  Clergy.'* 


Inglis'  Opinion  of  the  American  Revolution. 

The  present  rebellion  Is  certainly  one  of  the  most  causeless,  unprovoked,  and 
unnatural  that  ever  disgraced  any  country;  a  rebellion  marked  with  peculiarly 
aggravated  circumstancoH  of  guilt  and  ingratitude;  yet  amidst  this  general  defec- 
tion, there  are  very  many  who  have  exhibited  Instances  of  fortitude  and  adherence 
to  their  duty  which  do  honor  to  human  nature  and  Christianity;  many  who,  for 
the  sake  of  a  good  conscience,  have  incurred  Insults,  persecutions,  and  loss  of 
property,  when  a  compliance  with  the  spirit  of  the  times  had  Insured  them 
applause,  profit,  and  that  eminence  of  which  the  human  heart  Is  naturally  so 
fond.  Perhaps  such  cases  are  the  most  trying  to  a  man's  fortitude,  much  more 
00,  In  my  opinion,  than  those  which  are  sudden,  and  where  danger,  though  more 
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apparent,  yet  is  not  more  certain  or  real.  The  one  la  like  a  weight  trreiiitntlj 
pressing  on  us,  which  wastes  and  consumes  oar  strength;  the  other,  like  t 
transient  impulse,  which,  by  sudden  exertion  of  strength,  may  be  resisted.  It  is 
but  Justice  to  say  that  those  Instances  were  exhibited  by  the  members  of  our 
Church:  there  is  not  one  of  the  clergy  In  the  provinces  I  have  specified,  of  whom 
this  may  not  be  aflSrmed;  and  very  few  of  the  laity  who  were  respectable  or  men 
of  property,  have  Joined  In  the  rebellion. 


Declaration  of  Independence. 

Thus  matters  continued;  the  clergy  proceeding  regularly  In  the  discharge  of 
their  duty  where  the  hand  of  violence  did  not  Interfere,  until  the  beginning  of 
last  July,  when  the  congress  thought  proper  to  mulce  an  explicit  declaration  of 
independency,  by  which  all  connexion  with  Great  Britain  was  to  be  broken  off. 
and  the  Americans  released  from  any  allegiance  to  our  gracious  sovereign.  For 
my  part,  I  had  long  expected  this  event:  It  was  what  the  measures  of  the  con- 
gress from  the  beginning  uniformly  and  necessarily  led  to. 


The  Clebgy  Shut  up  Their  Churches,  Unable  to  Pray  fob 

The  King,  With  a  Few  Exceptions. 

This  dt'claratlon  increased  the  embarrassments  of  the  clergy.  To  ofllciate  pub- 
licly, and  not  pray  for  the  King  and  royall  family  according  to  the  liturgy,  was 
agolust  their  duty  and  oath,  as  well  as  dictates  of  their  conscience;  and  yet  to 
use  the  prayers  for  the  King  and  royal  family  would  have  drawn  inevitable 
destruction  on  them.  The  only  course  which  they  could  pursue,  to  avoid  both 
evils,  was  to  suspend  the  public  exercise  of  their  function,  and  shut  up  their 
Churches. 

This,  accordingly  was  done.     It  is.  very  remarkable  that  although  the  clergy  of 
those  provinces  I   have  mentioned   did   not,   and.   Indeed,   could   not.  consult  each 
other   on   this   Interesting   occasion,    yet    thoy   all    fell    upon   the   same   method  of 
shutting;  up  their  churches.     The  vuuerablc  Mr,   Beach,  of  Connecticut,  only  Is  to 
be  excepted,  if  my  information  be  rij;ht,  who  ofliciated  as  usual  after  independencr 
was  declared,  and,  upon  beinj:  warned  of  his  danger,  declared,  with  the  flrmnt^s 
and    spirit    of   a   primitive   confessor,    "  That    he   would   do   his   duty,   preach  and 
pray  for  the  King,  till  the  rebels  cut  out  his  tongne«"     All  the  churches  in  Con- 
necticut,  (Mr.   Beach's  excepted,   if  the  aljovo  account  be  true,  and   I  had  it  trvm 
pretty  good  authority,)  as  well  as  those  In  this  province,  except  In  this  city.  Long 
Island,    and    Staten    Island,    where   his   Majesty's   arms   have   penetrated,  are  now 
shut    up.     This   Is   also    the   case   with    every    Church    in    New   J«TSt»y:   and  I  am 
Informed    by    a    gentleman    lately   returned    from    Peuiisylvaniii.    who   had  been  a 
prisoner  there  for  some   time,    that   the  chnreh»'s   lu   the  several   Missions  of  that 
province  are  shut  up,  one  or  two  excepted,   where  the  prayers  for  the  King  and 
royal  family  are  omitted.     The  Churches  in  Philadelphia  are  open. 


Position  in  Virginia. 

How  matters  are  circumstanoed   In   the  more  southerly  colonies,   I  canjiot  learo 
with  any  certainty ;   only   that  the   provincial   convention  of  Virginia  have  taken 

upon  themselves  to  publish  an  <'<]i<r,  by  wliich  some  collects  for  the  King  are 
to  be  wlioliy  omitted  In  the  llturcy,  an<l  others  altered:  the  word  "common- 
wealth" bein^  substituted  for  the  "Kin;?".  For  my  part,  I  never  expe^'tod 
much  good  of  those  elerjry  anions:  them  who  oppose  an  American  episcopate.  If 
such  should  now  reiumnee  their  alle)jian<*e.  and  abandon  their  duty.  It  Is  no  more 
than  what  mipht  naturally  be  looked  for.  There  are,  however,  several  worthy 
clergymen  in  tliose  provin"(>s.  some  of  whom  I  hear  have  taken  sanctuary  In 
England,  particularly  from   VaryHnd. 
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New  York  City  in  the  Revolution. 

This  province,  although  the  most  loyal  and  peaceable  of  any  on  the  continent, 
by  a  strange  fatality  Is  become  the  scene  of  war,  and  saffers  most.  This  city, 
eftpeclally,  has  a  double  portion  of  the  calamities  brought  on  by  the  present  rebel- 
lion; and  perhaps  a  brief  detail  of  our  situation  for  some  months  past,  may  gratify 
curiosity,  and  convey  to  the  Society  the  clearest  Idea  of  the  state  of  things  here. 
Upon  General  Howe's  departure  from  Boston  to  Halifax,  early  In  the  last  spring, 
the  rebel  army  was  drawn  to  this  city,  which  they  fortified  In  the  best  manner 
they  could,  expecting  It  would  be  attacked.  Most  of  the  Inhabitants,  warned  by 
these  symptoms  of  the  gathering  storm,  moved  Into  the  country,  and  carried  their 
valuable  effects  with  them.  Among  others,  I  moved  my  family,  consisting  of  a 
wife  and  three  small  children,  seventy  miles  up  Hudson's  River  where  they  still 
remain,  that  part  of  the  country  being  yet  possessed  by  the  rebels.*  Dr.  Auch- 
muty,  the  rector,  being  ranch  indisposed  during  the  spring  and  summer,  retired 
with  his  family  to  Brunswick  In  New  Jersey;  and  the  care  of  the  churches,  in  his 
absence,  of  course,  devolved  on  me,  as  the  oldest  assistant,  a  sltnatlon  tnilj 
difficult  and  trying  in  such  times,  especially  as  the  other  assistants  were  young 
and  Inexperienced,  though  very  loyal,  and  otherwise  worthy  men. 

Washington  in  New  York. 

About  the  middle  of  April,  Mr.  Washington,  Commander  In  Chief  of  the  rebel 
forces,  came  to  town  with  a  large  reinforcement.  Animated  by  his  presence,  and 
I  suppose,  encouraged  by  him,  the  rebel  committees  very  much  harassed  the  loyal 
inhabitants  here  and  on  Long  Island.  They  were  summoned  before  those  com- 
mittees, and  upon  refusing  to  give  up  their  arms,  and  take  the  oaths  that  were 
tendered,  they  were  imprisoned  or  sent  into  banishment.  An  army  was  sent  to 
Long  Island  to  disarm  the  Inhabitants  who  were  distinguished  for  their  loyalty. 
Many  had  their  property  destroyed,  and  more  were  carried  off  prisoners.  It 
should  be  observed,  that  members  of  the  Church  of  England  were  the  only  suf- 
ferers on  this  occasion.  The  mombers  of  the  Dutch  Church  are  very  numerous 
there,  and  many  of  them  joined  in  opposing  the  rebellion;  yet  no  notice  was  taken 
of  them,  nor  the  least  injury  done  to  them.  About  this  time,  Mr.  Bloomer 
administered  the  sacrament  at  Newtown,  where  he  had  but  four  or  five  male 
communicants,  the  rest  having  been  driven  off.  or  carried  away  prisoners.  At 
this  present  time  there  are  many  hundreds  from  this  city  and  province  prisoners 
in  New  England;  and  among  these  the  Mayor  of  New  York.'  Several  judges  and 
members  of  his  Majesty's  Council,  with  other  respectable  Inhabitants. 

Request  That  Prayer  for  the  Kino  be  Omitted.    Not  Done. 

Soon  after  Washington's  arrival,  he  attended  onr  cborcb;  hat  on  the  Sunday 
morning,  before  divine  service  began,  one  of  the  rebel  generals  called  at  the  rector's 


»Thev  were  sent  to  New  Windsor,  Orange  Co.  in  Oct.  1775,  whence  they  removed 
to  Goshen.  Mr.  I.  obtained  a  flag  of  truce  in  the  beginning  of  Dec.  1776  and  applied 
to  the  Com.  of  Safety,  then  at  Flshklll,  for  permission  to  remove  his  family,  together 
with  his  furniture,  books  and  papers  back  to  the  city.  It  does  not  appear  whether 
he  obtained  permission  or  not.  His  family  then  consisted  of  his  wife.  Mrs.  Cookes 
her  mother,  and  three  children,  the  oldest  not  quite  three  years,  the  youngest  about 
three  months  old,  and  four  servants.  Journal  of  the  N.  Y.  Prov.  Cfongress,  1.  746, 
748 :  11.  249. 

*  David  Matthews.  This  gentleman  belonged  originally  to  Orange  Co.  Having  been 
admitted  early  to  the  bar,  he  acted  as  crown  officer  upward  of  twenty  years.  He 
succeeded  Mr.  Hicks  as  Mayor  of  the  city  of  N.  Y.  in  1776,  but  being  a  decided 
loyalist  his  name  was  entered  on  the  list  of  the  suspected,  as  early  as  May  of  that 
year.  He  was  shortly  after  arrested  by  order  of  the  Com.  of  Safety,  and  lodircd  in 
N.  Y.  Jail,  whence  he  was  soon  removed  to  Conn.  The  charge  against  him  was  that 
he  was  cognizant  of.  or  concerned  in  Gov.  Tryon's  plot  to  assassinate  Gen.  Wash- 
ington, and  blow  up  the  fort.  He  escaped  from  Litchfield.  Conn,  in  1777.  and  he  is 
represented  by  Sabine  as  in  N.  Y.  In  1778,  and  as  Register  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty 
In  1782.  By  the  act  of  1779.  he  was  attainted  and  his  property  confiscated,  and  left 
the  United  States  In  or  about  1783. 
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houM  (supposing  the  latter  was  In  town,)  and,  not  finding  him,  left  word  that  h* 
came  to  inform  the  rector  that  **  General  Washington  would  be  at  Church,  and 
would  be  glad  if  the  violent  prayers  for  the  King  and  royal  family  were  omitted.** 
This  message  was  brought  to  me,  and  as  you  may  suppose  I  paid  no  regard  to  it 

On  seeing  that  general  not  long  after,  I  remonstrated  against  the  unreasonabls- 
ness  of  his  request,  which  he  must  know  the  clergy  could  not  comply  with,  ind 
told  him  further,  that  it  was  in  his  power  to  shut  up  oar  churches,  bat  liy  as 
means  in  his  power  to  make  **  the  clergy  depart  from  their  duty.'*  This  declara- 
tion drew  from  him  an  awkward  apology  for  his  conduct,  which  I  believe  was  not 
authorized  by  Washington.  Such  Incidents  would  not  be  worth  mentioning,  onlev 
to  give  those  who  are  at  a  distance  a  better  idea  of  the  spirit  of  the  times. 


Day  of  Prayer  Appointed  by  WAsniNGTOX. 

May  17th  was  appointed  by  the  congress  as  a  day  of  public  fasting,  prayer  uA 
humiliation  throughout  the  continent.  At  the  unanimous  request  of  the  members 
of  our  Church  who  were  then  in  town,  I  consented  to  preach  that  day ;  and.  Indeed, 
our  situation  made  it  highly  prudent,  though  a  submission  to  an  authority  that 
was  so  far  usurped  was  Exceedingly  grating  and  diaagreeable.  In  giving  notice 
the  preceding  Sunday,  I  only  mentioned  that  there  would  be  a  sermon  the  ensuiof 
Friday,  which  was  the  17th,  without  saying  anything  of  the  reason,  or  by  what 
authority.  It  was  exceedingly  difficult  for  a  loyal  clergyman  to  preach  on  such 
an  occasion,  and  not  incur  danger  on  the  one  hand,  or  not  depart  from  his  duty 
on  the  other.  I  endeavoured  to  avoid  both,  making  peace  and  repentance  my  sub- 
ject, and  explicitly  disclaiming  having  anything  to  do  with  politlca.  This  sermnn, 
in  the  composition  of  which  I  took  some  pains,  I  intended  to  publish,  for  various 
reasons,  should  I  be  able  to  recover  it  from  the  place  where  it  now  is,  with  all  my 
books  and  papers,  in  the  country.  The  several  churches  in  this  province,  (except 
two,  where  the  clergymen  thought  they  might  without  danger  omit  service,)  and 
so  far  as  I  can  learn,  through  all  the  thirteen  united  colonies,  as  they  are  called, 
were  opened  on  this  occasion. 


Inglis  Reads  thk  Prayer  for  the  King. 

Matters    became    now    critical    here    in    the    highest    degree.    The    Kbel   ansj 
amounted    to   near    thirty   thousand.     All    their   cannon    and    military   stores  wert 
drawn  hither,  and  they  boasted  that  the  place  was  impregnable.     The  mortificatlooi 
and  alarms  which  the  clergy  met  with  were  innumerable.     I  have  frequently  hetrd 
myself  called   a   Tory,   and   traitor   to   my   country,   as   I   passed   the  streets,  sod 
epithets  Joined  to  each,   which  decency  forbids   me   to  set  down.     Violent  threttt 
were  thrown  out  against  us,   in  case  the  King  were  any  longer  prayed  for.    One 
Sunday,  when  I  was  officiating,  and  proceeded  some  length  in  the  service,  a  c(H&* 
pany   of  about   one  hundred  armed   rebels  marched   into  the   church,   with  dromi 
beating  and   fifes   playing,   their   guns   loaded   and   bayonets   fixed,   as   if  going  to 
battle.     The  congregation  was  thrown  into  the  utmost  terror,  and  several  women 
fainted,  expecting  a  massacre  was  intended.     I  took  no  notice  of  them,  and  went 
on  with  the  service,  only  exerted  my  voice,  which  was  In  some  measure  drowned 
by   the   noise   and    tumult.     The    rebels   stood    thus    in   the   aisle   for   near   fifteen 
minutes,  till,  being  asked  Into  pews  by  the  sexton,  they  complied.     Still,  howtrer, 
the  people  expected  that,   when  the  collects  for  the  King  and  royal  family  were 
read,  I  should  be  fired  at,  as  menaces  to  that  purpose  had  been  frequently  fiunf 
out.     The   matter,   however   passed   over    without   any   accident.     Nothing   of  this 
kind  happened  before  or  since,  which  made  it  more  remarkable.     I  was  afterwards 
assvtred  that  something  hostile  and  violent  was  intended ;  but  He  that  stills  the 
raging  of  the  sea,  and  madness  of  the  people,  overruled  their  purpose,  whatever 
it  was. 
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The  Arms  of  the  King  Taken  Down  in  Trinity  Ciirucii. 

In  the  beginning  of  July,  Independency  was  declared ;  as  this  event  was  what  I 
long  expected,  I  had  maturely  considered,  and  was  determined,  what  line  of  con- 
duct  to  pursue.  General  Howe  had  arrived  some  time  before  from  Halifax,  as  did 
Lord  Howe  from  England.  They  bad  taken  possession  of  Staten  Island,  where 
the  fleet  lay  in  sight  of  this  city,  at  the  distance  of  nine  miles;  and  only  waited 
for  the  arrival  of  the  fleet  from  England,  to  make  a  descent  and  reduce  New  York. 
This  circumstance  pointed  out  still  more  clearly  what  part  I  should  act  However, 
I  thought  it  was  proper  to  consult  such  of  the  Vestry  as  were  In  town,  and  others 
of  the  congregation,  and  have  their  concurrence ;  and  I  must  do  them  the  .luitice 
to  say,  that  they  were  all  unanimous  for  shutting  up  the  Churches;  and  chose 
rather  to  submit  to  that  temporary  inconvenience,  than,  by  omitting  the  prayers 
for  the  King,  give  that  mark  of  disaffection  to  their  sovereign.  To  have  prayed 
for  him  had  been  rash  to  the  last  degree — the  inevitable  consequence  had  been 
a  demolition 'of  the  churches,  and  the  destruction  of  all  who  frequented  them.  The 
whole  rebel  force  was  collected  here,  and  the  most  violent  partisans  from  all  parts 
of  the  continent  A  flne  equestrian  statue  of  the  King  was  pulled  down,  and 
totally  demolished,  immediately  after  independency  was  declared.  All  the  King's 
arms,  even  those  on  signs  of  tavenls,  were  destroyed.  The  committee  sent  me  a 
message,  which  I  esteemed  a  favor  and  indulgence,  to  have  the  King's  arms  taken 
down  in  the  church,  or  else  the  mob  would  do  it,  and  might  deface  and  Injure  the 
churches.  I  immediately  complied.  People  were  not  at  liberty  to  speak  their 
sentiments,  and  even  silence  was  construed  as  a  mark  of  disaffection. 

Trinity  Church  Cix>sei). 

Things  being  thus  situated,  I  shut  up  the  churches.  Even  this  was  declaring. 
In  the  strongest  manner,  our  disapprobation  of  Independency,  and  that  under  the 
eye  of  Washington  and  bis  army.  The  other  assistants  now  went  to  their  respee- 
tlve  friends  in  the  country.  My  family  were  at  such  a  distance,  and  In  such  a 
part  of  the  country,  that  I  could  not  with  any  degree  of  safety  visit  them ;  I  there- 
fore remained  in  the  city,  to  visit  the  sick,  baptize  children,  bury  the  dead,  and 
afford  what  cupport  I  could  to  the  remains  of  our  poor  flock,  who  were  much 
dispirited ;  for  several,  especially  of  the  poorer  sort,  had  It  not  in  their  power  to 
leave  the  city. 

Chubches  Denied  to  the  American  Chapi^vins. 

After  we  had  ceased  to  ofliclate  publicly,  several,  of  the  rebel  officers  sent  to  me 
for  the  keys  of  the  churches,  that  their  chaplains  might  preach  In  them ;  with 
these  requisitions  I  peremptorily  refused  to  comply,  and  let  them  know  that,  **  If 
they  would  use  tne  churches,  they  must  break  the  gates  and  doors  to  get  In." 
Accordingly,  I  took  possession  of  all  the  keys,  lest  the  sextons  might  be  tampered 
with ;  for  I  could  not  bear  the  thought  that  their  seditious  and  rebellions  effusions 
should  be  poured  out  in  our  churches.  When  those  requisitions  were  repeated  with 
threats,  my  answer  was,  *'  that  I  did  what  I  knew  to  be  my  duty,  and  that  I  would 
adhere  to  it,  be  the  consequences  what  they  would."  Upon  this  they  desisted,  and 
did   not  occupy  any  of  the  churches. 

Inglts  Writes  a  Pamphlet  Against  the  American  Cause. 

I  cannot  reflect  on  my  sitaatlon  at  that  time,  without  the  warmest  emotions  oc 
gratitude  to  Divine  Providence  for  preserving  me.  I  was  watched  with  a  jealous, 
suspicious  eye.  Besides  the  imputation  of  being  notoriously  disaffected — an  Im- 
putation which  had  flung  others  in  jail  without  any  other  crime, — I  was  known 
and  pointed  at  as  the  author  of  several  pieces  against  the  proceedings  of  the 
congress.  In  February  last,  I  wrote  an  answer  to  a  pamphlet  entitled  **  Common 
Sense,"  which  earnestly  recommended  and  jnstifled  Independency.    It  was  one  at 
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the  most  ylrolent,  artful,  and  pernlciouB  pamphlets' I  ever  met  with,  and  perhaps 
the  wit  of  man  could  not  devise  one  better  calculated  to  do  mischief.  It  seduced 
thousands.  At  the  risk,  not  only  of  my  liberty,  but  also  of  my  life,  I  drew  up  la 
answer,  and  had  It  printed  here;  but  the  answer  was  no  sooner  advertised,  than 
the  whole  impression  was  seized  by  the  sons  of  liberty,  and  burnt  I  then  wnt 
a  copy  to  Philadelphia,  where  it  was  printed,  and  soon  went  throui;h  .the  second 
edition.  This  answer  was  laid  to  my  charge,  and  swelled  the  catalogue  of  my 
political  transgressions.  In  short,  I  was  in  the  utmost  danger,  and  It  is  to  tbt 
orverrullng  hand  of  Providence  that  I  attribute  my  deliverance  and  safety.  With 
difficulty  I  stood  my  ground  till  about  the  middle  of  August,  when  almost  all  who 
were  suspected  of  disaffection  were  taken  up  and  sent  prisoners  to  New  England: 
I  therefore  found  it  necessary  to  return  to  Flushing  on  Long  Island ;  but  I  had 
no  sooner  left  that  place,  than  the  committee  met,  and  entered  into  a  debate 
about  seizing  me.  This  obliged  me  to  shift  my  quarters,  and  keep  as  private  u 
possible,  tin  the  27th  of  that  month,  when  General  Howe  defeated  the  rebels  gb 
Long  Island,  which  set  me  and  many  others  at  liberty. 

The  English  Take  New  York. 

On  Sunday,  the  16th  of  September.  General  Howe,  with  the  King's  forces,  landed 
on  New  York  Island  four  miles  above  the  city;  upon  which  the  rebels  atMLodooed 
the  city,  and  retired  towards  King's  Bridge,  which  Joins  this  Island  to  the  contiaent 
Early  on  Monday  morning,  the  16th,  I  returned  to  the  city,  which  exhibited  a 
most  melancholy  appearance,  being  deserted  and  pillaged.  My  house  was  plundered 
of  everything  by  the  rebels.  My  loss  amounts  to  near  200 1.  this  currency,  or 
upwards  of  100  1.  sterling.  The  rebels  carried  off  all  the  bells  in  the  city,  partly 
to  convert  them  into  cannon,  partly  to  prevent  notice  being  given  speedily  of  the 
destruction  they  meditated  against  the  city  by  fire,  when  it  began.  On  Wednesday, 
I  opened  one  of  the  churches,  and  solemnized  Divine  service,  when  all  the  inhabi- 
tants gladly  attended,  and  Joy  was  lighted  up  in  every  countenance  on  the  restora- 
tion of  our  public  worship;  for  very  few  remained  but  such  as  were  members  of 
our  Church.  Each  congratulated  himself  and  others  on  the  prospect  of  retuminf 
peace  and  security ;  but  alas !  the  enemies  of  peace  were  secretly  working  among  oi. 


Attempt  to  IUtrx  the  City. 

Several  rebels  secreted  themselves  in  the  houses,  to  execute  the  diabolical  parpose 
of  destroying  the  city.  On  the  Saturday  following  an  opportunity  presented  itself; 
for  the  weather  being  very  dry,  and  the  wind  blowing  fresh,  they  set  fire  to  the 
city  in  several  places  at  the  same  time,  between  twelve  and  one  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  The  fire  raped  with  the  utmost  fury,  and,  in  its  destructive  progreis, 
consumed  about  one  thousand  houses,  or  a  fourth  part  of  the  whole  city.  To  the 
vigorous  efforts  of  the  officers  of  the  army  and  navy,  and  of  the  soldiers  and 
seamen  it  Is  owIdr,  under  Providence,  that  the  whole  city  was  not  destroyed. 
We  had  three  churches,  of  which  Trinity  Church  was  the  oldest  and  largest  It 
was  a  venerable  edifice,  had  an  excellent  organ  which  cost  850  1.  sterling,  and  was 
otherwise  ornamented.  This  Church,  with  the  rector's  house  and  the  charity 
school, — the  two  latter,  large  expensive  buildings, — were  burned.  St.  Paul's  Church 
and  King's  College  had  shared  the  same  fate,  being  directly  on  the  line  of  fire, 
had  I  not  been  providentially  on  the  spot,  and  sent  a  number  of  people  with  water 
on  the  roof  of  each.  Our  houses  are  all  covered  with  cedar  shingles,  which  makes 
fire  very  dangerous.  The  church  corporation  had  suffered  prodigiously,  as  was 
evidently  intended.  Besides  the  buildings  already  mentioned,  about  two  hundred 
houses,  which  stood  on  the  church  ground,  were  consumed ;  so  that  the  loss  cannot 
be  estimated  at  less  than  25.000  1.  sterling.  This  melancholy  accident,  and  the 
principal  scene  of  war  being  here,  will  occasion  the  clergy  of  this  city  to  be  the 
greatest  sufferers  of  any  on  the  continent  by  the  present  rebellion. 

The  church  corporation  have  some  thoughts  of  applying  to  his  Majesty  for  a 
brief  to  collect  money  In  England,  or  for  leave  to  open  a  subscription  to  repair 
their  loss  In  some  measure,  which,   I  fear,  will   involve  them  in  inextricable  diffl* 
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cultles,  as  they  are  already  burdened  with  a  debt  of  more  than  20,000  1.  this 
currency.  But  this  step  will  probably  be  deferred  till  the  city  and  county  are 
restored  to  his  Majesty's  peace  and  protection,  which  I  hope  will  be  soon,  as  a 
petition  for  this  purpose,  signed  by  near  a  thousand  inhabitants,  has  been 
presented  to  the  King's  Commisslofuers,  I  had  the  honor  of  drawing  up  this  petition ; 
and  from  the  amiable  and  excellent  character  of  the  Commissioners,  Lord  Howe 
and  General  Howe,  from  whom  everything  brave,  generous,  and  humane,  or  tending 
to  the  interest  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  colonies,  may  be  justly  expected,  I 
flatter  myself  that  the  prayers  of  our  Petition  will  be  soon  granted,  perhaps  I 
should  apologize  for  this  detail,  in  which  I  myself  was  so  much  concerned ;  but. 
In  truth,  no  better  method  occurred  to  me  of  conveying  to  you  information  of 
what  I  thought  you  were  desirous  to  know ;  and  I  claim  no  merit  in  doing  what  I 
always  conceived  to  be  my  duty.  Any  of  my  brethren  in  my  situation  would  have 
done  the  same  that  I  did — many  of  them,   probably,  much  better. 


ElMSCOPAL  jMlSSIONARIEkS  IN  GeXKRAL  SuFFER. 

All  the  Missionaries  in  the  colonies  first  mentioned  are  resident  on  their 
re8i>ective  Missions,  although  their  churches  are  shut,  except  those  that  are  now 
in  England,  and  Mr.  Walter  of  Boston,  who  is  here;  also  Mr.  Cooke,  who  is 
chaplain  to  the  Guards,  and  cannot  get  to  his  Mission,  as  that  part  of  the  country 
is  still  in  the  hands  of  the  rebels.  I  fear  many  of  the  Missionaries  are  distressed 
for  want  of  an  opportunity  to  draw  for  their  salaries,  and  I  apprehend  that  they 
have  not  yet  received  any  benefit  from  the  generous  collection  that  was  made  for 
them  In  England,  Dr.  Chandler  some  time  since  sent  me  a  list  of  those  Mission- 
aries in  New  Jersey,  New  York  and  Connecticut,  that  were  to  receive  those  bene- 
factions, and  the  sum  allotted  to  each ;  desiring  that  I  should  give  them  notice 
and  inform  them  how  to  draw  for  the  money.  But  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to 
give  intelligence  of  this  to  any  except  Messrs.  Scabury,  Bloomer  and  Cutting  all 
communication  by  letter  with  the  rest  being  entirely  cut  off.  Dr.  Chandler  also 
kindly  Informed  me,  that  the  Society  transmitted  a  large  sum  to  Boston,  to  pay  the 
Missionaries  in  Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire;  but  I  Imagine  General  Howe 
left  Boston  before  the  money  could  get  there ;  and  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn 
who  the  person  was  to  whom  the  money  was  delivered,  nor  what  is  become  of  it. 
The  Missions  of  New  Windsor  (or  Ncwburgh,  as  it  was  latterly  called)  and  of 
Albany  are  still  vacant.  Mr.  Stuart  continues  at  Tort  Hunter,  and  occasionally 
officiates  at  Johnstown.  He  has  been  of  oinoh  service  In  that  place.  The  Indians 
under  his  care  'remain  llrm  in  their  attachment  to  the  King,  except  one  or  two 
that  were  bribed  Into  a  kind  of  neutrality,  with  rum  and  some  other  presents  by 
the  rebels,  but  will,  I  doubt  not  be  as  active  as  any  for  the  King's  service,  now 
that  General  Burgoyne  has  crossed  the  lakes  from  Canada  with  his  army,  and  is 
got  into  this  province.  Upon  the  whole,  the  Church  of  England  has  lost  none  of 
its  members  by  the  rebellion  as  yet — ^none,  I  mean,  whose  departure  from  it  can 
be  deemed  a  loss;  on  the  contrary,  its  own  members  are  more  firmly  attached  to 
it  than  ever.  And  even  the  sober  and  more  rational  among  dissenters — for  they 
are  not  all  equally  violent  and  frantic — look  with  reverence  and  esteem  on  the 
part  which  Church  people  here  have  acted.  I  have  not  a  doubt  but,  with  the 
blessing  of  Providence,  his  Majesty's  arms  will  be  successful,  and  finally  crush 
this  unnatural  rebellion.  In  that  case,  if  the  steps  arc  taken  which  reason, 
prudence,  and  common  sense  dictate,  the  Church  will  indubitably  Increase,  and 
these  confusions  will  terminate  in  a  large  accession  to  its  memt)er8.  Then  will 
be  the  time  to  make  that  provision  for  the  American  Church,  which  is  necessary, 
and  place  it  on  at  least  an  equal  footing  with  other  denominations  by  granting 
It  an  episcopate,  thereby  allowing  it  a  full  toleration.  If  this  opportunity  Is  let 
slip,  I  think  there  is  a  moral  certainty  that  such  another  never  will  again  offer; 
and  I  must  conclude,  in  that  case,  that  Government  Is  equally  infatuated  with  the 
Americans  at  present.  If  fifty  years  elapse  without  any  episcopate  here,  there 
will  be  no  occasion  for  one  afterwards ;  and  to  fix  one  then  will  be  as  Imprac- 
ticable as  It  would  be  useless.  And  I  may  appeal  to  all  judicious  persons,  whether 
it  is  not  as  contrary  to  sound  policy,  as  it  certainly  is  to  right  reason  and  justice, 
that  the   King's   loyal   subjects  here,   members   of   the  national   Church,   should  be 


1776 


1776 


4300  Ecclesiastical  Rbcords 

• 

deDded  a  privilege  the  want  of  which  will  discourage  and  diminish  their  nmnben^ 
and  that  merely  to  gratify  the  clamours  of  dissenters,  who  have  now  discorered 
such  enmity  to  the  constitution,  and  who  will  ever  clamour  against  anything  tlitt 
will  tend  to  benefit  or  increase  the  Church  here.  The  time  Indeed,  Is  not  yet 
fully  come  to  move  in  this  affair;  but  I  apprehend  it  is  not  very  distant,  ind, 
therefore,  it  should  be  thought  of.  Government  will  have  It  In  its  power  very  sooa 
to  settle  this  and  other  matters  as  may  be  judged  expedient.  The  Clergy  hen 
will  not  be  wanting  in  anything  that  is  In  their  power  towards  the  accompUshmcBt 
of  so  desirable  an  object;  and,  in  the  meantime  would  be  very  glad  to  have  tbt 
Society's  advice  and  directions  how  to  proceed.  I  may  add,  that  the  Sodetyt 
taught  by  late  experience,  will  be  desirous  of  seeing  the  Church  placed  on  a  moct 
respectable  footing,  and  so  far  as  I  can  Judge,  will  join  in  such  prudent  measnret 
as  may  be  thought  necessary,  on  their  part,  for  the  attainment  of  it. 

I  shall  not  trespass  further  on  your  time  and  patience,  by  adding  to  this  letter, 
which  is  swelled  to  an  extraordinary  length,  for  which  the  interesting  occtslos 
and  subject  must  be  my  apology,  than  to  assure  you,  that  I  am,  with  the  most 
perfect  esteem  and  regard  to  yourself  and  the  Venerable  Society. 

Reverend  Sir, 

Your  affectionate  and  humble  servant, 

Charles  IngUs. 
The  Rev.  Dr.  Hind. 

P.  S. — Since  the  above  was  written,  Dr.  Auchmuty  is  come  to  town,  liavlBg; 
with  great  difficulty,  escaped  from  the  rebels  at  Brunswick. 

—Doc  Hist  N.  T.  Vol.  UL  pp.  6S7-64«. 

Final  Kepeal  of  the  Ministry  Act  of  1693  and  all  its 
Amendments.     Freedom  of  Religion  Established. 

Constitution  of  the  State  of  Xew  York ;  passed  April  20,  1777.* 

Art  XXXV **  such   parts  of  the  common  law  of  England  tnd 

of  the  statute  law  of  England  and  Great  Britain  and  of  the  Acts  of  the  LegisUton 
of  the  Colony  of  New  York,  as  did,  together,  form  the  law  of  Mdd  Ootooy  oo  lit 

nineteenth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1775,  shall  be  and  continue  tbt 
law  of  the  state.*' 

"That  all  such  parts  of  the  said  common  law,  and  all  such  of  the  said  Statute, 
and  Acts  aforesaid,  or  parts  thereof,  as  may  be  construed  to  establish  or  malntalB 

any  particular  denominations  of  Christians  or  their  Ministers   tre 

hereby  abrogated  and  rejected " 

Article  xxxvlil.  '*  And  Whereas  we  are  required  by  the  benevolent  principles 
of  national  liberty,  not  only  to  expel  civil  tyranny,  but  also  to  guard  against  tint 
spiritual  oppression  and  Intolerance,  wherewith  the  bigotry  and  ambition  of  wetk 
and  wiclced  priests  and  princes  have  scourged  mankind :  This  Convention  doth 
further,  and  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  Stite, 


•Last  Revision  op  the  Constitution  of  the  State  op  New  Vouk,  as  Adopted, 

November,  1894. 

Religious  Liberty. 

Art.  T,  9  3,  The  free  exercise  and  enjoyraont  of  rellqioiis  prof<»<w!on  and  worship, 
without  discrimination  or  preferenfO,  shall  forever  be  allowed  "in  this  State  to  all  man- 
kin  d;  and  no  iHirsoii  shall  be  i*enderefl  iuc<>raj>eteut  to  be  a  witness  on  account  of  hil 
opinions  on  matiers  of  religious  belief;  but  the  libertv  of  coiijaclenee  hereby  secured 
shall  not  Im^  so  construed  as  to  excuse  H<"ts  of  licentiousness,  or  justify  practices  incon- 
sistent with  the  peace  or  safety  of  this  State. 

Skctarian  Appropriations. 

Art.  ix.  fi  4.  Neltlier  the  State  nor  any  sul^lhision  thereof,  shall  use  its  property  or 
credit  or  any  public  money,  or  authorize  or  permit  either  to  l>e  us«ii,  directly  or  indirectly, 
in  aid  or  maintenance,  other  than  for  exnmintition  or  inspecti<m.  of  any  scho«»l  or 
Institution  of  iHurninir  wholly  or  in  part  under  the  control  or  direction  of  any  religious 
denomination,  or  in  which  any  de  no  mi  national  tenet  or  doctrine  is  taught. 
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1777- 
OBDAIN,  DETERMINE  and  DECLARE,  that  the  free  exercise  and  enjoyment  of  1778 
religious  profeesion  and  worship  without  discrimination  or  preference,  shall  for- 
ever hereafter  be  allowed  within  this  State  to  all  mankind.  Provided  that  the 
liberty  of  conscience  hereby  granted,  shall  not  be  so  construed,  as  to  excuse  acti 
of  licentiousness,  or  Justify  practices  inconsistent  with  the  peace -or  safety  of  thia 
State*'. 


Acts  of  the  Classis  op  Amsterdam. 

New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

1777,  July  21st.  Synodalia.  Art.  45.  The  infonnatioii  from 
the  Committee  ad  res  Exteras  is,  that  no  tidings  have  come  to  us 
from  those  churches,     xv.  97. 


Synod  of  North  Holland,  July-Aug.  1777. 

Abtiold  44. — New  York  and  New  Jebsey. 

No  report  has  come  in  from  that  land.     Therefore  the  Classes 
leaves  the  matter  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

1778,    Jaly   20th.     Synodalia.    Art    48.    No   allusion    to   New   York   and    New 
Jtney.  xr.  120. 


Synod  of  North  Holland,  July-Aug.  1778. 
Article  43. — New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

No  report  has  been  sent  over.    The  Classes  leave  the  matter  to  the  Classis  of 
Amsterdam,  in  case  a  report  does  come  in. 


General  Meeting  of  Ministers  and  Elders  of  the  Church  of 
New  York,  October  6-8,  1778.  Extracts  Recorded  in 
Mints.  Synod  of  North  Holland,  July,  1780,  Art.  52. 

Extracts. 

Correspondence. 

Since,  throusrh  the  present  sad  circumstances  of  conntry  and  Church,  the  cor- 
respondence of  this  Rev.  Body  with  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  has  already 
for  three  years  heen  necessarily  suspended ;  and  since  also,  now,  by  said  eircum- 
stances,  Tarious  members  are  prevented  from  attending  the  meeting  of  this  Rev. 
Body,  whereby  the  Rev.  Body  is  placed  in  a  situation  which  incapacitates  •  it  to 
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commuDicate,  according  to  Its  desire,  a  particular  and  accurate  account  of  the 
train  of  events  since  the  beginning  of  the  War ;  this  Rev.  Body  have,  notwithstand- 
ing, regarded  it  their  duty  again  to  renew  said  correspondence,  in  case  a  way  of 
accomplishing  the  object  presented  itself ;  and  besides  transmitting  the  Acts  of 
this  Rev.  Body,  to  give  a  general  narrative,  by  means  of  a  missive,  of  the  caue 
of  its  interruption,  to  the  present  time,  hoping  that,  through  the  Lord's  good  provi- 
dence, we  shall  soon  be  In  a  condition  to  give  a  full  account  of  the  state  of  the 
Church  in  this  country  to  the  Rev.  Classis,  and  through  them,  to  the  Rev.  Synod, 
N.  H.  ;*  at  least,  when  accurate  information  on  this  point  shall  be  presented  by 
the  respective  minor  Ecclesiastical  Assemblies. 


State  of  the  Country. 
Setting  Apart  a  Day  of  Fasting  and  Prayeil 

The  Rev.  Body  with  sorrowful  hearts  contemplate  the  pitiful  condition  of  land 
and  Church :  some  of  our  cities  being  desolated,   our  villages  and  boroughs  sob- 
verted,   many   of  our   houses   of   worship   and   their   furniture  burned,    desecrated, 
plundered,  and  cast  to  the  ground ;  many  dear  pledges  of  the  loving  Jesus,  together 
with  the  faithful  ambassadors  of  His  Cross,  driven  from  their  peaceful  homes  and 
compelled  to  roam  through  the  land,  so  that,  with  respect  to  those  once  floarishlng 
congregations,  we  may,  even  weeping,   take  up  the  lamentation  of  the  Chorch  of 
old,   and   say :   "  The  ways  of  Ziou  do   mourn  because  none  come  to   the  solems 
feasts;  all  her  gates  are  desolate;  her  priests  sigh,  her  virgins  are  afBicted,  and 
she  is  in  bitterness.*'     And  what  increases  our  grief  is,   that  although   the  Lord 
smites,  we  yet  seem  so  little  affected ;  for  our  youth,  upon  the  brink  of  mln,  indulge 
In  vices  heretofore  unknown ;  the  professors  of  the  precious  doctrines  of  the  Cnws 
are,  in  general,  inconsiderate  in  discourse  and  careless  In  their  walk;  and  (which 
grieves  the  Rev.  Body   in  their  inmost  soul)    even   the  followers  of  the  cmcified 
Lamb,  as  well  ministers  as  members,  have  abated  In  their  zeal,  lost  their  wonted 
tenderness,  having  in  many  cases  left  their  first  love  and  made  themselves  charge- 
able with  many  iniquities.     For  all  which  reasons,  therefore,   (notwithstanding  the 
wonderful  instances  of  Divine  help  experienced  by  our  land  and  Church.)  the  Bev. 
Body  regard  themselves  in  conscience  and  before  God,  solemnly  bound  to  set  apart 
a  day  for  our  humiliation  before  the  Lord,  and  for  the  confession  as  well  of  those 
sins  and  departures  from  God  which  have  been  enumerated,  as  those  which  have 
not  been  mentioned ;  that  with  fasting  and  mourning  we  may  humbly  beseech  Him 
graciously  to  blot  out  the  transgressions  of  the  land,  and  in   sovereign  love  heal 
our  backslldlngs  and   recover  us  from  our  wanderings,  by  pouring  out  his  Spirit 
and  commanding  his  blessing  upon  all  classes  in  our  land,  both  civil  and  military, 
rulers  and  subjects ;  especially,   that  the  great  King  of  Zlon  will  graciously  hsft 
compassion   upon   us.   causing  our   cities,   villages,   and   towns   to  be   rebuilt;  hot, 
above  all,  that  he  will  again  gather  together  and  restore  our  now  desolated  and 
dispersed  congregations,  break   in  pieces  the  kingdom  of  darkness,  and  renew  and 
confirm   among  us   the  kingdom   of  the   King  of   Kings,   and   so  effect  the  desired 
turning  to   the  Lord,   that  we,   remembering  our   first  love,   may   also  do  our  flrrt 
works ;  that  our  schools  and  seminaries  may  truly  be  nurseries  of  the  Lord's  dear 
vineyard;  and  that  ho  will  renew  his  favor  and  kindness  to  us  as  in  days  of  old: 
Thursday,   the  12th  November,  approaching,  being  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

The  Clerk  of  this  Rev.  Body  is  directed  to  prepare  and  send  a  copy  of  this  artlde 
to  the  respcctlvo  Partlnilnr  Boclios.  or  at  least  to  one  of  the  members  of  the  same, 
with  the  accompanying  request,  that  he  communicate  it  to  the  respective  mlnlaters 
and  congregations  pertaining  to  them  ;  as  also  to  such  of  the  Rev.  Brethren  as 
have  to  this  time  not  vet  come  in. 


♦  V 


North  Holland. 
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The  General  Meeting  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  Peu 

Kev.   John  Leydt  and  Rev.  Keynier  Van  Nest,  to  the 

Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Oct.  8,  1778. — Vol.  33,  Page  617. 

No.  559. 

(Revolutionary  War.) 

Very  Rev.  Sirs  and  Brethren: — 

The  present  condition  of  the  country  and  of  the  Chnrch  here,  which  has  now 
for  three  years  closed  the  way  to  correspondence  with  yonr  Revs,  as  also  the  fre- 
quent Incursions  of  the  enemies  In  different  parts  of  this  land,  are,  to  our  sorrow, 
the  unavoidable  causes  of  our  not  having  held  a  General  Meeting  since  the  year 
1775.  The  city  of  New  York  being  occupied  by  the  enemy,  the  (ministerial)  breth- 
ren of  the  city,  forsaken  by  their  church  members  who  were  for  the  most  part 
scattered  hither  and  thither,  were  obliged  to  seek  safety  In  the  Interior  of  this 
state.  Of  those  on  Long  Island,  two  (of  the  ministers)  are  hemmed  In  by  tht 
enemy  on  every  side.  So  It  has  been  Impossible  for  the  Particular  Meeting  (or 
Classls)  of  New  York  to  convene  since  that  time. 

In  the  district  of  Albany  fresh  disturbances  were  raised  some  time  ago  by  the 
enemies  in  the  interior,  in  conjunction  with  the  savage  heathen,  whom  they  stir 
up  against  us.  For  which  reason  that  (Particular)  Meeting  also  could  not  be  held 
this  year  any  more  than  last  year.  This,  too,  is  the  reason  why  no  members  from 
there  have  come  to  attend  this  (General)  Meeting.  About  Hackensack  the  enemies 
appeared  again  a  few  days  since,  numbering  from  seven  to  eight  thousand,  so 
that  from  that  district,  (the  Particular  Meeting  of  Hackensack)  but  one  delegate 
came,  and  he  without  an  elder.     (Dlrck  Romeyn.) 

However  we  thought  best,  as  well  as  we  could,  and  as  far  as  the  state  of  affairs 
permitted — the  good  hand  of  God  having  made  a  little  more  room  for  us  to  organist 
this  (General)  Meeting,  constituted  of  delegates  from  two  districts,  and  in  part 
from  a  third.  This  was  done  in  order  to  examine  two  students,  who,  having,  in 
the  midst  of  the  present  troubles,  tried  to  pursue  their  studies  as  far  as  they 
could,  presented  themselves  to  us ;  and  also  to  resume,  if  Divine  Providence  should 
be  pleased  to  open  the  way  thereto,  the  necessary  and  useful  correspondence  with 
your  Revs.  So  we  have  the  honor  of  sending  over  herewith  the  minutes  of  our 
present  (General)   Meeting,   (1778). 

We  should  be  glad  to  communicate  at  this  time  some  satisfactory  report  con- 
cerning  the  present  condition  of  the  country  and  the  Church;  but  the  lack  of 
reports  from  all  the  Particular  Meetings  (or  Classes)  prevents  us  as  yet  from  doing 
anything  In  this  way  with  accuracy.  Wo  hope  and  pray  that  the  Lord  may, 
before  long.  In  mercy  enable  us  to  accomplish  that  object  In  a  satisfactory  manner. 

No  doubt  it  is  known  to  your  Revs,  what  are  the  chief  reasons  why  this  terrible 
civil  war  between  the  English  government  and  these  American  regions  has  arisen, 
and  why  the  Protestants  of  this  people,  in  Its  General  Congress,  have  declared 
themselves  Independent  of  the  Parliament  and  the  king  of  Great  Britain.  Nor  do 
we  doubt  all  that  the  enemies  have,  from  their  side,  tried  to  put  things  In  tho  most 
favorable  light,  so  as  to  make  them  appear  right.  In  view  of  the  manifest,  and 
to  all  rational  and  conscientious  people,  most  clearly  evident  justice  of  the  course, 
all  our  brethren,  with  exception  of  only  three,  so  far  as  wo  know,  as  also  those 
of  the  Presbyterian  churches,  with  perhaps  very  few  exceptions,  have  felt  no  heKl- 
tancy  in  choosing  the  side  of  Congress.  And  herein  we  are  from  time  to  time 
increasingly  strengthened  and  confirmed,  among  other  things,  by  the  unrighteous 
acts  and  unheard  of  cruelties  committed  by  the  English  army  everywhere;  the 
inhuman  maltreatment  of  so  many  thousands  of  our  prisoners.  In  noisome  prisons 
and  ships,  suffering  from  hungor,  cold,  nakedness  and  other  never-heard-of  bar- 
barities; the  wanton  burning  of  our  houses,  villages,  towns  and  cities;  among 
others  also  of  the  beautiful  and  flourishing  town  of  Kingston — which,  last  fall, 
was  completely  burnt  and  destroyed  by  the  enemy  out  of  pure  wantonness,  and  at 
the  express  command  of  the  (British)  General;  the  incessant  robbing  and  plunder- 
ing wherever  they  gain  the  apperhand;  the  instigation  of  the  tayage  barbarians 
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1779  against  our  peaceful  inhabitants,  and  the  murdering  of  men,  women  and  children; 
above  all,  the  malicious  and  God-provoking  destruction  of  our  churches,  both  la 
New  York  and  In  the  country ;  and  a  thousand  other  crneltles  which  bare  been  aad 
are  still  dally  being  committed  with  Inconceivable  bitterness  and  fnry — all  of  which, 
and  whatever  may  be  further  necessary,  we  hope  to  communicate  hereafter  at  early 
as  possible  and  with  proper  verifications. 

And,  although,  on  the  one  hand,  it  la  our  duty  and  our  desire  to  klM  (lit.  hear) 
the  rod,  and  the  Lord  who  has  appointed  It;  to  keep  alienee.  In  humble  pwiltmrs 
acknowledging  His  justice  In  all  things  that  have  come  upon  ua  for  our  slna  aad 
the  crying  Iniquities  of  the  people,  we  have,  nevertheless,  abundant  reaaon  for 
viewing,  with  wonder  and  adoration,  the  entire  course  of  this  bitter  and  nnnatoxal 
war,  and  for  acknowledging,  with  humble  gratitude,  the  special  and  rlalblt  tokaas 
of  the  Lord's  gracious  and  merciful  providence,  in  the  interest  and  for  the  pnm^ 
▼ation  of  our  ruined  Zlon — which  amidst  it  all  la  left  "  aa  a  booth  In  a  Tlnciyaii 
and  as  a  lodge  in  a  garden  of  cucumbers  ;*'  and  for  publicly  maintaining  what  wt 
deem  to  be  a  just  cause,  in  which  the  inhabitanta,  altogether  unprepared  at  fln^ 
simply  for  their  defense,  took  up  arms,  so  that  we  must  say  indeed,  **  this  la  the 
Lord's  doing  and  it  Is  marvellous  in  our  eyes  ;**  yea,  **  Hitherto  bath  the  Laid 
helped  us." 

We  shall  call  attention  to  these  things  again  on  a  subsequent  occasion,  when  It 
may  please  the  Ix>rd  to  afford  us  larger  liberty  and  the  opportunity  to  write  with 
greater  deflnlteness  and  accuracy.  Meanwhile,  commending  ouraelves  and  our  op- 
pressed and  partially  destroyed  Zlon  to  the  Lord  and  His  merciful  srace,  aa  alia 
mediately  to  your  Revs,  with  the  much-availing  prayers  of  the  godly,  we  uam 
close  with  the  prayer  that  Jehovah  may  graciously  preserve  the  Netherland  Zlon, 
our  beloved  Mother  Church,  against  such  bitterness  as  the  Lord's  people  and 
aervanta  here  have  tasted,  and  are  still  tasting;  that  He  may  glorify  It  more  and 
more,  and  make  it  a  praise  in  the  whole  earth ;  and  alao  in  every  way  bleae  your 
Revs,  in  your  efforts  for  God*s  Church ! 

Was  signed  as  above. 

The  above  letter  was  accompanied  by  the  Acta  of  the  General  Aasembly  la  the 
States  of  New  York  (and  New  Jersey). 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

1779,  July  19th.  Synodalia.  Art.  43.  No  informatioii  has 
been  received  from  IsTew  York.     xv.  154. 

Synod  of  Xortii  Holi-and,  July-Aug.  1779. 

Article  49. — New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

No  report.  The  Classis  of  Harlem  observed  that  this  lemnm 
had,  by  mistake,  been  left  out  of  the  Acts  last  year,  at  any  rate 
out  of  those  that  had  been  sent  to  it.  (All  were  sent  in  MSS. 
It  was  not  left  out  of  the  oflScial  copy.     E.  T.  C.) 

Trinity  Ciiurck,  New  York  City,  Grants  Use  of  St.  George's 
Chapel  to  the  Dutch  Loyalists,  Under  the  Care  of  Rev. 
Garret  Lydekker.     Oct.  29,  1779. 

Oct.  29.  **  It  belnj^  represented  to  this  Corporation  by  one  of  Its  members  that 
the  Old  Dutch  Church  In  this  City  Is  at  Present  used  as  a  Hospital  for  Hit 
Majesty's  Troops:  The  Board  Impressed  with  a  grateful  remembrance  of  the 
former  kindness  of  the  members  of  that   Ancient   Church  in  permlttlni?  the  use 
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of  their  Cbnrch  to  the  members  of  the  Church  of  England,  when  they  had  no 
proper  edifice  of  their  own  for  that  purpose,  offer  to  the  members  of  the  Ancient 
Dutch  Church  the  use  of  St.  George's  Chapel  for  the  celebrating  their  worship  on 
Sundays  and  such  other  times  as  they  shall  choose  to  perform  Divine  service.  , 
They  hope  from  nine  to  eleven  o'clock  In  the  morning,  and  from  one  to  three  in 
the  afternoon  will  be  convenient  to  the  members  of  the  Dutch  Church.  If  these 
hours  should  be  very  inconvenient  the  Vestry  will  endeavor  to  meet  their  wishes 
as  far  as  they  can  consistent  with  the  duty  they  owe  to  their  own  congrega- 
tion ".•—Records  of  Trinity  Church  1.  140.     Dix,  1.  427. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Inglls,  Rector  of  Trinity,  writing  to  the  Society  for  Propagating 
the  Gospel,  London,  on  November  26,  1779,  says  that,  **The  members  of  the 
Dutch  Church  In  this  city  had  always  lived  in  the  utmost  harmony  with  the 
members  of  our  Church  ",  and  that  *'  the  Loyal  Dutch  continued  In  the  city  after 
It  was  reduced  by  the  King's  Troops;  and  a  loyal  Minister*'  [Rev.  Garret  Lydek- 
ker]  **  oflSciated  for  them.  But  the  Commandant  was  under  the  necessity  of 
taking  their  Church  lately  for  an  Hospital,  and  the  Dutch  Congregation  signified 
their  inclination  that  we  should  assist  them.  I  immediately  called  my  Vestry 
and  after  maturely  considering  all  circumstances  we  Judged  It  advisable  for  many 
reasons  to  let  them  have  the  use  of  one  of  our  Churches.  Accordingly  their 
Minister  now  officiates  for  them  early  in  the  morning,  and  between  our  services 
In  St.  George's  Chapel,  without  any  interruption  to  my  Congregation.  I  believe 
we  did  right  in  this,  and  think  you  would  have  been  of  the  same  opinion,  were 
you  acquainted  with  our  situation  ". — N.  T.  MSS.  11.  637— Dix,  I.  427-8. 


Letter  of  Thanks  From  Rev.  Garret  Lydekkeb  to  Trinity 
Chur<:h  for  tub  Use  of.  St.  George's  Chapel,  April  8, 
1780. 

April  11th.  *•  The  Rector  communicated  a  letter  received  by  him  from  several 
of  the  members  of  the  Ancient  Reformed  Dutch  Congregation  which  being  read 
was  ordered  on  file.    The  letter  Is  as  follows": 

**  New  York,  April  8th,  1780,  Major  General  Pattlson,  having  taken  the  earliest 
opportunity,  (the  recovery  of  the  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  would  permit)  of 
returning  to  the  old  Dutch  Church  of  which  we  now  have  posession.  Permit  us. 
Sir,  through  you  to  return  our  most  grateful  thanks  to  the  Vestry  of  Trinity 
Church  for  their  kind  offer  of  St.  George's  Chappie,  with  the  use  of  which  we 
were  so  happily  accommodated  during  the  time  our  Church  was  occupied  by  his 
Majesty's  troops.  The  Christian-like  behavior  and  kind  attention  shown  them  In 
our  distress  by  members  of  the  Church  of  England  will  make  a  lasting  impression 
on  the  mind  of  the  Antlent  Reformed  Dutch  Congregation,  who  have  always  con- 
sidered the  interests  of  the  two  churches  Inseperable,  and  hope  that  this  Instance 
of  Brotherly  Love,  will  evince  to  posterity  the  cordial  and  happy  union  subsisting 
between  us.     We  are,  with  great  regard.  Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  faithful  and  obedient  servants  ", 
Garret  Lydekker,  V.  D.  M.  Barnardus  Smith 

Abel  Hardenbrook  Jerouimus  Alstyne 

John  Alstyne  Abel  Hardenbrook,  Jr. 

WllUam  Ellis  Isaac  Kip. 

Henry  Brevoort 


*See  Vol.  2,  pages  1218, 1219,  of  these  "Ecclesiastical  Records  of  N.  Y." ;  also  article 
Lydekker,   Garret,"   in   Corwln's  Manual,  4th  ed.  1902,  page  686;  also  Sprague'e 
Annals  of  American  Palplt,  Vol.  Till,  16,  68. 
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Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

1780,  April  3rd.  Art.  5.  Letters.  The  Rev.  Deputati  ad  rea 
Exteras  have  received  information  by  letter  from  New  Yor^ 
dated  October  7,  1778,  which  for  the  present  need  not  be 
answered,     xv.  163. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

1780,  July  23rd.  Synodalia.  Art.  49.  Inseratur  the  ia- 
formation  from  our  Committee  ad  res  Exteras.     xv.  185. 

Synod  of  North  Holland,  July  25  and  Followtno  Days, 

1780.     PP.  60-62,  Vol.  66. 

Article  52. — New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

The  Committee  on  the  Pennsylvania  Affair,  In  making  their  report,  read  wh>t 
had  come  before  them  from  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  In  regard  to  New  York 
and  New  Jersey. 

I.  An  extract  from  a  letter  from  the  General  Assembly  of  New  York  and  New 
Jersey,  dated  Oct.  8,  1778,  and  signed  In  the  name  of  all,  by  John  Leydt,  Presi- 
dent and  Rynler  Van  Nest,  Scribe. 

II.  This  contained: 

1.  The  Information  that.  In  the  present  condition  of  the  country  and  the  chnrcB 
there,  the  way  for  correspondence  with  us  had  now  for  three  years  been  closed: 
and  that,  owlnj?  to  the  frequent  Invasions  of  the  enemy,  they  had,  to  their  regret, 
been  In  no  condition  to  hold  a  General  Assembly  from  1778  (1775?)  till  the  present 
time  (1778). 

(1)  That,  dnrlnff  the  occupation  of  the  City  of  New  York  by  the  enemy,  the  city 
brethren,  bein^  forsaken  (by  the  members)  of  their  churches,  who  were,  for  the 
most  part,  scattered  everywhere,  had  been  obliged  to  seek  their  safety  far  Inland. 

(2)  That,  as  Long  Island  also  was  surrounded  by  the  enemy,  the  Particular 
Assembly  of  New  York  could  not  be  held  during  that  time.  Nor  could  one  be 
held  In  the  district  of  Albany.  But  one  aged  delegate  (Rev.  Dlrck  Romeyn)  was 
able  to  come  up  from  Ilackensack,  and  that  without  an  elder,  (to  this  General 
Assembly.) 

(3)  That  They  had  agreed,  however,  as  far  as  the  state  of  things  would  allow, 
to  form  from  the  delegates  of  two  (of  the  Particular  Assemblies)  an  Assembly  for 
the  examination  of  two  students  who  had  presented  themselves  to  them;  as  alao 
for  resuming  the  necessary  and  beneficial  correspondence  with  us.  To  this  end 
they  send  us  the  Minutes  of  their  present  meeting  (at  Kingston,  1778.^ 

(4)  This  they  follow  up  with  an  extensive  complaint  about  their  present  d^ 
cumstances,  commending  themselves  to  our  prayers,  and  closing  with  congratnla- 
tlons. 

The  Minute  of  the  Meeting  held  In  (the  State  of)  New  York.  In  the  Kingston 
district,  Oct.  6,  1778  and  days  following: 

Art.  1.  The  members  constituting  this  Assembly  were — 

From  New  Brunswick:  Rev.  J.  R.  Hardenberg,  who  opened  the  Meeting.  Ber. 
J.  Leydt;  also  two  elders. 

From  Kingston:     Rev.  U.  Van  Nest;  Rev.  S.  Goetschlus;  also  one  elder. 
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From  Hackensack,  Rev.  Theodorlck  (or  Dir<-k)  Romeyn.  Also  Rev.  Isaac  Rysdyk, 
DepntieB  of  this  Synod. 

Art.  2.  Election  of  Moderators. 

Art.  8.  The  Mlnotes  of  the  last  General  Assembly,  not  being  at  hand,  the  Acts 
could  not  be  arranged  according  to  the  usual  lemmata. 

Art.  4.  To  resume  the  correspondence  with  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  as  far  as 
possible. 

Art.  6.  To  take  account  of  the  state  of  the  churches;  to  this  end  to  meet  in 
extraordinary  session  in  May,  1770. 

Art.  6.  Relates  to  a  proposition  previously  made  by  the  Kingston  meeting  respect- 
ing the  discharge  of  ministers;  in  regard  to  which  this  Assembly  still  holds  itself 
to  the  order  of  the  Netherland  churches  on  this  point. 

Art.  7.  States  that  two  students,  P.  de  Wit  and  Mattli.  Leydt,  J.  fil.,  had  been 
examined  and  admitted  as  candidates. 

Art.  8,  (9?)  In  a  touching  manner  it  is  herein  proposed  to  set  apart  the  2nd 
of  November,  1778,  as  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer. 

Art.  9,  (10?)  Extraordinary  meeting  appointed  for  May  first,  1779. 

Art.  10,  (11?)  Place  for  the  regular  meeting  to  be  determined  at  the  extra- 
ordinary meeting. 

Art.  11,  (12?)  Review. 

Art.  12,  (13?)  Adjournment. 
(Was  signed) 

J.  Leydt,  praeses.  f  ^   ^^ 

P.    Van    Nest,    scrlba.       V    ""^    /, 

General  Meeting  of  Ministers  and  Elders  of  the  Church  X* 

OF  New  York,  October  3-6,  1780. 

Extracts. 

Request  to  the  Government  Respecting  the  SupprBvSsion  of 

THE  Sins  of  the  Land. 

The  Rev.  Body  having  taken  Into  consideration  the  high-handed  and  continually 
advancing  wickedness  of  this  land,  whereby  the  righteous  displeasure  of  God  is 
more  and  more  excited  against  it,  have  been  led  to  conclude  to  present  to  the 
present  authorities  of  this  land  a  memorial,  with  a  request  to  the  same  to  employ 
their  influence  to  supprenn  all  scandalous  and  heaven-provoking  improprieties; 
Messrs.  Dlrck  Romeyn  and  Solomon  Froellgh  being  commissioned  to  prepare  a 
draft  for  that  purpose,  which,  examined  and  approved  by  the  Rev.  Body,  reads 
as  follows: 

To  his  Excellency,  George  Clinton,  Esquire,  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
Ooneral  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  all  the  Militia,  and  Admiral  of  the  Navy  of 
the  same,  and  to  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Assembly  of  said  State. 

The  Memorial  and  Petition  of  the  Reverend  Synod  of  the  Low  Dutch  Reformed 
Church  In  America  humbly  sheweth, 

That  the  beneficent  Ilulor  of  the  Universe  has,  at  divers  times  and  occasions, 
given  the  most  Indubitable  proofs  of  his  Divine  and  benevolent  interposition  for 
the  good  of  these  United  States,  and  this  State  In  particular,  by  which  Christians 
of  every  denomination  are  called  upon  in  the  most  striking  manner  to  make  proper 
acknowledgements  for  favor  conferred. 

That  they  behold  with  the  utmost  satisfaction,  that  a  great  part  of  their  fellow 
Christians,  at  least  of  those  who  have  fallen  under  their  cognisance,  continue  to 
answer  the  wonders  of  Providence,  by  attending  with  a  degree  of  assiduity  to 
their  religious  and  social  duties. 

That  the  unwearied  exertions  of  these  United  States,  and  of  this  State  In  par- 
ticular, and  especially  the  unparalleled  perseverance  of  the  American  army  ex- 
hibited In  the  prosecution  of  the  present  just  and  necessary  war,  from  whatever 
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personal  motircs  It  may  otherwise  proceed,  cannot  bnt  be  considered  as  national 
yirtnes;  such  as  have  been  nsoally  owned  and  accepted  of  by  the  Deity  In  the 
Issue. 

That  the  Magistrates  and  other  officers  of  Government  have  from  time  to  time 
exerted  their  Influence  and  authority  for  obtaining  the  end  which  an  overroUiif 
Providence  so  evidently  pointed  out  as  worthy  of  the  best  efforts  of  the  cltlsens 
of  those  States,  which,  as  far  as  we  know,  have  been  answered  with  equal  alacrity 
by  a  great  part  of  our  fellow-cltlzens,  being  subjects  of  these  States. 

That  the  ministers  of  the  Gospel,  of  every  denomination,  as  far  as  we  know, 
and  especially  those  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Synod  of  the  Low  Dutch 
Reformed  Church  in  America,  have,  for  the  most  part,  notwithstanding  many  dlt* 
couragements  of  different  nature,  continued,  with  unwearied  application,  to  Incnl* 
cate  to  the  utmost  of  their  ability,  both  by  precept  and  example,  the  irreat  dotle* 
enjoined  upon  Christians  by  the  Gospel  of  Peace. 

That  the  ultimate  object  of  the  wishes  of  every  good  man,  being  frequently  held 
out  to  these  States  by  the  benevolent  Disposer  of  human  events,  as  nearly  witklB 
their  reach,  an  antecedent,  at  least  external  preparation  of  the  temper  and  de- 
position of  their  fellow-Christians  to  a  conduct  less  offensive  than  that  whidi  it 
present  prevails,  is  it  at  least  required,  that  the  wished-for  blesklng,  when 
received,  may  not  in  the  event  be  changed  into  a  curse. 

That  notwithstanding  the  above  pleasing  reflection,  the  sensibility  of  ereiy 
good  man  cannot  be  affected  in  the  most  feeling  manner,  to  find  that  the  inde> 
fatigable  exertions  of  ail  who  wish  well  to  the  cause  of  morality,  have  proved 
Ineffectual  to  a  great  part  of  the  community;  at  least,  your  Memorialists  cannot 
but  observe,  with  the  deepest  regret, 

That  vices  of  the  first  magnitude  are  patronised  and  practiced  by  many  with  a 
boldness  and  audacity  heretofore  unknown,  to  the  perversion  of  good  order  is 
society,  and  the  discouragement  and  depression  of  our  holy  religion;  vices  which 
sound  policy  cannot  but  point  out  as  destructive  in  the  event  to  every  notion  of  a 
well  regulated  government: 

That  the  exertions  of  the  Magistrate,  the  faithful  and  unremitted  admonitioBt 
and  warnings  of  Gospel  ministers  and  others  who  wish  well  to  mankind,  have 
hitherto,  for  the  most  part,  proved  ineffectual  for  suppressing  the  spirit  of  Ilces- 
tiousness  and  reclaiming  the  refractory  from  the  evil  of  their  ways: 

That  hence  the  Lord*s  Day  Is  wantonly  profaned,  the  awful  name  of  Grod  vainly 
used  and  abused  on  the  most  trivial  occasion;  gaming  and  other  such  practices  aa 
are  contrary  to  the  well-being  of  society,  and  of  their  own  nature  sinful,  and 
therefore,  altogether  offensive  in  the  eyes  of  perfect  rectitude,  are  carried  on  with 
unrestrained  freedom:  all  of  which  cannot  fall  of  at  least  continuing  the  judg- 
ments of  the  Almighty,  If  not  of  bringing  down  renewed  tokens  of  the  Divine  dis- 
pleasure on  these  United  States,  and  this  State  in  particular : 

That  your  Memorialists,  although  conscious  of  that  Divine  maxim  of  policy,  that 
righteousness  exalts  a  nation,  and  that  sin  is  a  reproach  to  any  people,  ol»erre 
with  the  utmost  concern,  that  some  defect  Is  existing,  either  in  the  laws  directed 
ngalnst  vice  and  Immorality,  or  the  execution  thereof,  the  effects  of  which  have 
already  been  too  severely  felt  both  In  Church  and  State: 

That  your  Memorialists  do  not  presume  to  point  out  where  the  refect  lies,  bnt 
desire,  in  piirsunnce  of  the  example  of  their  Lord  and  Master,  the  Holy  Jesus,  to 
bestow  all  their  labor  and  abilities  for  the  advancement  of  the  real  happiness  of 
mankind;  and  therefore 

Pray,  that  the  honorable  the  Leglslotlve  Authority  of  the  State  of  New  York 
would,  in  their  wisdom,  use  their  authority  to  investigate,  and,  as  far  as  can  be, 
determine  the  cause  of  the  prevailing  deficiency,  and  lo  apply  proper  remedies  for 
removing  this  pressing  evil,  either  by  framing  such  salutary  laws  as  shall  be 
judged  necessary  for  that  purpose,  or  putting  those  already  in  being  into  execution, 
etc.,  etc. 
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Church  of  Pouohkeepsie. 
Dr.  J.  H.  Livingston  invited  to  officiate  during  the  War. 

"  1781,  July  0,  Besolved  to  open  a  subscrlptioii  list  for  raising  a  sum  saffldent 
for  the  purpose  of  inviting  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  H.  Llylngston,  late  of  the  City  of 
New  York,  hut  at  present  at  the  Manor  of  Livingston,  to  become  our  minister.*' 

"1781,  August  4,  an  Invitation  was  made,  and  drawn  up  In  proper  form  in 
writing,  by  which  the  Rev.  Dr.  Livingston  was  requested  to  perform  the  duties 
of  a  minister  In  the  congregation  as  long  as  he  shall  find  his  situation  to  be 
convenient  to  himself  and  his  family,  promising  to  pay  him  for  his  service  at 
the  rate  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  bushels  of  wheat,  and  fifty  pounds  In  q;>eci« 
per  annum." 

"1781,  August  6,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Llvlngstoo  accepted  of  this  Invitation,  and  la 
accordingly  become  the  minister  of  the  congregation.'* 

"  It  having  pleased  the  LORD  to  restore  peace  to  America,  In  consequence  of 
which  the  exiled  Inhabitants  of  the  City  of  New  York  were  permitted  to  return  to 
their  homes, — the  Rev.  Dr.  Livingston  took  leave  of  the  congregation  of  Poughkeepsle 
In  an  affectionate  farewell  sermon,  Nov.  23,  1788,  and  opened  his  ministry  again 
In  the  City  of  New  York,  Dec.  7,  1788. 

Thus  the  Church  of  Poughkeepsle  Is  again  become  vacant." — History  of  ths 
Reformed   Church   of   Poughkeepsle,   p.   68. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

1781,  July  23rd.  Synodalia.  Art.  52  ad  49.  No  informa- 
tion has  been  received  from  the  churches  of  New  York  and  New 
Jersey  on  account  of  the  state  of  the  times,     xv.  211. 

Synod  op  North  Holland,  at  Edam,  July  31-Auo.  9,  1781. 

Article  51. 
New  York  and  New  Jersev. 

Owing  to  the  sad  events  (of  the  war),  no  report  has  come  in 
from  that  land.  The  Classes  are  longing  for  more  favorable  tid- 
ings, and  leave  the  care  of  those  churches  further  to  the  Rev. 
Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

General  Meeting  of  Ministers  and  Elders  of  the  Churx^h 

OF  New  York,  October  2-4,  1781. 

Extracts. 

Report  Respectixo  the  Delivery  of  the  Request  to  the 
Authorities  for  the  Suppression  of  thk  Sins  of  the 
Land. 

In  regard  to  tbe  Memorial  of  this  Re7.  Body  to  the  authorities  In  relation  to  the 
suppression  of  the  sins  of  the  land,  resolved  upon  hy  this  Rev.  Body  In  the  year  1780, 
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Dr.  Isaac  Bysdyk  reported,  that  the  same  was  placed  by  him  In  the  hands  of  two 
members  of  the  government  of  this  State,  with  some  hope  that  It  would  have  tha 
desired  Issue ;  and  he  was  thanked  for  his  trouble  and  care  In  relation  to  it. 


State  of  the  Church. 

And  since  It  is  proposed  to  this  Rey.  Body,  and  desired  by  the  Rev.  Brethren, 
that  Articles  4  and  5  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Rev.  General  Body,  of  the  year 
1778,  might  be  complied  with,  so  that  the  Rev.  Body  might  receive  the  necessary 
Information  respecting  the  state  of  the  churches,  to  the  end  that  they  may  also 
be  able  to  communicate  the  same  to  the  Mother  Church  in  the  Netherlands,  wliich 
seems,  by  reason  of  the  disquietude  of  the  times,  to  have  been  hitherto  neglected. 
It  appears  to  the  Rev.  Body  that  the  visitation  of  the  churches  could  be  madt 
greatly  subservient  to  this  end,  provided  the  visitors  were  directed  carefully  t» 
note  tiielr  proceedings  and  the  state  of  the  congregations,  and  strenuously  to  exert 
themselves  to  furnish   their   Bcclesiastical  Bodies  with   the  same^   who  can  thco 
communicate  them  to  the  next  General  Body. 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Xew  York  and  Xew  Jersey. 

1782,  July  22nd.  Synodalia.  Art.  51  ad  52.  The  Commit- 
tee ad  res  Exteras  have  received  no  information  from.  New  York 
and  New  Jersey,     xv.  243. 

Synod  of  North  Holland,  at  Alkmaab,  July  30-Aug.  8, 1782. 

Article  50. 

Xew  York  and  New  Jersey. 

The  grievous  war,  which  has  been  carried  on  in  North  America 
for  some  years,  must  be  taken  to  be  the  cause  of  our  not  getting 
any  report  from  those  churches.  Meanwhile  the  Classes  leave 
this  matter  further  recommended  to  the  watchful  care  of  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

General  Meeting  of  Ministers  and  Elders  of  the  Chubch 

OF  New  York,  October  1-3,  1782. 

Extracts. 

Sins  of  the  Land. 

Whether  It  would  not  be  advlBable,  In  order  to  prevent  further  corraptloii  of 
morals  among  the  rising  generation  and  others,  That  this  Rev.  Body  present  to 
the  honorable  Government  an  expose,  setting  forth  briefly,  but  distinctly,  the  sins 
and  disorders  punishable  by  the  civil  magistrate,  with  the  accompanying  desire, 
that  their  Excellencies  please  to  take  such  order  in  relation)  to  thla  point,  tliat 
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the  salutary  laws  of  the  land  may  be  faithfully  executed  for  the  tuppression  of 
such  evils,  and  the  ayoidance  of  further  and  greater  judgments  of  the  Most  High. 
This  Rev.  Body  approve  the  proposition,  but  desiring  that  the  other  Particular 
Bodies  also  represent  their  wishes,  postpone  a  decision  until  the  next  General 
Meeting. 


The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  thei  Ecclesiastical  Assembly 
OF  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  July  21,  1783.  \"ol.  32, 
Page  62,  No.  38. 

Very  Rev.  Sirs  and  Much  Beloved  Brethren: — 

Already  a  long  time  has  elapsed  since  we  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  a  letter 
from  your  Revs.  This  was  sent  on  Oct.  8th  1778,  accompanied  by  the  Acts  of  your 
Revs.  Ecclesiastical  (General)  Meeting,  held  at  New  Paltz,  Oct.  6th  and  days  fol- 
lowing, in  the  year  above  mentioned. 

We  have  very  largely  participated  In  the  disagreeable  circumstances,  into  which 
your  Country,  and  thereby  your  churches  also  have  come. 

We  should,  therefore,  not  have  failed  in  answering  that  letter  at  once,  and  in 
sending  over  on  that  occasion  the  Acts  of  the  North  Holland  Synods.  But,  aside 
from  our  lack  of  opportunity,  the  circumstances  were  so  critical,  that  we  deemed 
It  advisable,  so  long  as  the  calamities  of  war  continued,  to  break  off  for  a  while 
the  correspondence,  much  as  we  otherwise  love  to  exchange  letters  with  yon; 
especially  because  the  letter,  with  the  accompanying  Acts  of  the  Synod  of  North 
Holland  of  the  year  1776,  which  we  sent  to  your  Revs,  by  way  of  St.  Bustatlus, 
does  not  "seem  to  have  reached  its  destination ;  and  we  feared  that  subsequent 
letters  would  suffer  the  same  fate. 

As  now,  however,  the  state  of  affairs  takes,  provisionally,  a  more  favorable  torn, 
we  want  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  first  opportunity  to  write  to  your  Revs,  to  show 
that  it  will  be  very  agreeable  to  us  to  maintain  the  correspondence  with  the 
churches  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey.  Wherefore  we  send  herewith  the  Acts  of 
the  latest  North  Holland  Synod.  And  as  we  are  very  anxious  to  be  informed  of 
the  present  state  of  your  churches  nothing  will  please  us  more  than  to  contribute 
•omething  toward  promoting  their  welfare. 

Our  hearts  desire  Is  that  your  churches  may  be  strengthened  and  be  established 
in  peace;  be  multiplied  and  walk  in  the  consolation  of  the  Holy  Ghost;  and  that 
your  Revs,  services  may  be  blest  in  their  manifold  relations. 

With  this,  we  are  and  remain,  with  due  respect, 

Very  Rev.  Sirs  and  Much  Beloved  Brethren, 

D.  J.  Van  Binnevest,  V.  D.  M.  Deput.  ad  ret  exteras. 
J.  C.  Van  Herwerden,  V.  D.  M.  Deput.  ad  res  exteras. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

1783,  July  21  St.  Synodalia.  Art.  50  ad  61.  On  account  of  the  (Revolutionary) 
War,  no  information  has  come  in  from  the  churches  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey. 
The  Classis  hopes  that  ere  long,  peace  in  North  America  will  open  the  way  thereto. 

XV.  271. 

Synod  of  North  Holland,  Held  at  Haarlem,  July  29-Aug. 

7,  1783. 

Article  49. — New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

Their  Hon.  Mightinesses  and  the  corresponding  delegates  were  anxious  to  hear, 
at  last,  some  report  from  those  churches.  Owing  to  the  war,  Amsterdam  had  till 
now  received  no  report.     The  Classes  are  hoping  that  the  peace  In  North  America 
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mtLj  before  long  open  the  way  to  get  a  report.  Ameterdam  haa  already  aeat  t 
letter  thither,  with  a  view  to  renewing  the  correspondence.  The  Claaais  of  Hoon 
proposed  to  place  this  Article  under  Pennsylvania,  etc.,  so  aa  to  abridge  tba  Acta 
But,  as  these  two  lemmata  are  wholly  different  in  their  nature.  It  waa,  at  the  iOf* 
gestion  of  Amsterdam,  resolved  to  abide  by  the  order  In  use. 


Suggestions  as  to  a  Reformed  Chubch  Theological 

Seminary. 

Possibilities  of  a  Professorship  in  King's  (Columbia)  College; 
DifBcnlties. — Possible  Union  with  Princeton ;  Difficulties. — 
Advantages  of  an  Independent  Seminary  at  Xew  Brunswick 

Rev.  Dr.  John  H.  Livingston  to  Rev.  Dr.  Eilardus  Westerlo,  Oct.  22»  178S. 

(Extract) 


**  The  revolution  in  our  political  interests  has  made  a  change  In  the 
face  of  our  American  world,  and  as  it  has  removed  some  difhcultlea  which 
taken  into  consideration  in  our  former  plan.  (1772),  so  it  haa  introduced  otiicri 
which  deserve  a  very  weighty  and  impartial  discussion.  The  common  eneoy  ti 
our  religious  liberties  is  now  removed ;  and  we  have  nothing  to  fear  from  tba  prldt 
and  domination  of  the  Episcopal  heirarchy." 

**  A  sufficient  seminary  for  all  purposes  of  common  literature*  la  now  already 
established  in  the  Jerseys,  (at  Princeton)  and  will  probably  be  enlarged  into  o 
university,  and  be  most  favored  by  the  IjCgislature  in  that  State.  The  erecdag; 
therefore,  a  College,  with  all  the  appendages  necessary  to  justify  the  appeUattau 
at  Brunswick,  appears  to  be  an  object  at  once  beyond  our  funda,  and  In  Itaetf 
unnecessary.  The  question  will  then  recur,  what  must,  what  ought,  what  can  vt 
do?  To  me,  there  appears  but  three  possible  methods,  which,  if  not  free  fraai 
difficulties,  seem  to  be  upon  the  whole  at  least  practicable,  and  in  soma  measort 
calculated  to  answer  the  purposes  we  wish  to  obtain^-either  to  wait  ontil  ttt 
government  of  this  State  (New  York)  shall  organize  the  College  in  the  City  of 
New  York,  (King's  or  Columbia)  and  then  appoint  a  professor  for  our  chnrdicf 
in  that  College,  to  be  supported  by  the  funds  of  the  College :  or,  to  request,  (which, 
if  done,  will  doubtless  be  obtained),  a  local  union  with  Princeton,  where  a  pro- 
fessor of  our  uominntion,  nnd  supported  by  us,  may  teach  in  their  house,  and  the 
students  have  the  privilege  of  their  library ;  or,  lastly,  that  our  churches  support 
their  Independence,  and  distinct  name  and  existence,  by  erecting  at  Brunswick— 
not  a  College,  but  a  Divinity-Hall,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  teaching  Theology.** 

'*  I  will  freely  communicate  to  you  my  sentiments  upon  each  of  these,  not  ooly 
because  you  have  a  right,  as  a  friend,  to  know  my  opinion,  but  because  I  wish  t» 
prompt  you  to  an  explicit  declaration  of  your  own  mind  upon  the  subject,  as  I  !■ 
by  no  means  fixed  In  my  views,  but  would  fain  gain  all  the  advice  possible  In  > 
matter  which  is  justly  considered  by  all  as  important,  and  which  cannot  laoceed 
without  the  joint  concurrence  and  approbation  of  the  whole.'* 

I.  "  With  respect,  then,  to  the  first  thing  proposed.  It  appears  to  me  the  fol- 
lowing difficulties  are  altogether  insurmountable:  1.  The  time  may  prove  too  lonf 
for  the  wants  of  our  Church  before  the  College  in  New  York  (King's  or  Columblt) 
is  properly  organized.  2.  The  old  Charter  of  that  College,  and  the  funds  which 
were  given  upon  express  condition  of  the  operation  of  that  Charter,  will  crettt 
some  difficulties ;  these  have  still  their  friends,  who  will  be  ready  to  oppose,  if  ao'^ 
openly,  at  least  by  their  Influence,  every  measure  which  seems  to  prefer  any  pCT- 
suasion  or  denomination  above  the  Episcopal.  .3.  The  government  of  this  State 
will  probably  wish  to  give  no  countenance  at  all  to  any  denomination  of  Christltni» 
lest  an  infringement  of  religious  liberty  should  be  made;  and,  therefore.  If  the 
College  should  be  erected  Into  an  university,  it  is  my  opinion  the  science  of  theo'o0 
will  be  entirely  omitted.     For  us,  therefore,   to  be  waiting  for  that  event,  will  he 
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loM  of  time,  engaging  in  the  quarrels  of  an  old  standing  and  high  partyshlp,  or  a 
final  disappointment  at  last" 

II.  **  The  second  has  a  greater  prospect  of  success,  and  for  some  tlihe  has  been 
uppermost  in  my  mind,  in  consequence  of  a  train  of  happy  consequences,  which  I 
Imagined  I  saw  connected  with  that  situation;  nor  was  the  assured  orthodoxy  of 
all  the  Presbyterian  Churches,  and  their  indissoluble  union  in  doctrires  with  ours, 
by  that  means,  the  least  argument  to  persuade  me  into  a  coalition  with  Princeton. 
But,  upon  mature  thought,  it  is  evident  to  me  that  this  measure  will  not  succeed. 
For — 1.  Our  professor,  wheni  placed  there,  must  be  either  under  the  control  of  the 
Trusteeship  of  that  College,  or  (if  an  exemption  from  their  Jurisdiction  should  be 
stipulated)  it  is  impossible  but  he  will,  in  time,  be  under  the  inlluence  of  their 
<*astoms,  sentiments,  and  opinions,  as  he  must  be  one  among  the  many  who  sur- 
round him,  and  who,  all  being  swayed  by  one  interest,  will  unavoidably  draw  him 
Also  with  the  stream ;  whereby  the  professor  of  the  Dutch  Church  will  and  cannot 
but  be  a  Presbyterian  professor.  Yon  know  my  sentiments  in  favor  of  the  Pres- 
byterians too  well  to  suppose  I  mean  any  thing  in  this  the  least  derogatory  to  them, 
their  doctrines,  or  their  church  government.  I  esteem  them  highly,  and  wish  many 
among  us  were  not  possessed  with  such  groundless  prejudices  against  them.  But 
when  I  consider  our  churches  as  hitherto  preserving  a  distinct  denomination,  my 
first  observation  will  be  seen  to  have  great  weight,  as  the  name  and  existence  of 
the  Dutch  churches  by  such  an  union  would  soon  expire.  2.  The  same  sum  must 
be  raised  by  us  for  the  support  of  this  professorate  at  Princeton,  as  if  It  was  placed 
In  any  o^^er  situation,  while  the  prospect  of  its  answering  our  purpose  would  be 
dubious,  and  our  professor  evidently  placed  farther  out  of  our  control,  in  propor- 
tion  as  he  became  united  to  others.  3.  Our  correspondence  with  our  mother 
churches  In  Holland,  and  the  possibility  of  being  increased  by  emigrations  from 
thence,  should  at  least  incline  us  to  remain  as  pure  and  unsuspected  of  any  mixture 
as  possible — unless  some  generous  and  proper  plan,  formed  by  a  genius  equal  to 
the  task,  should  be  drawn  for  uniting  all  the  Reformed  Churches  In  America  into 
one  national  Church — which,  notwithstanding  the  seeming  difficulties  in  the  way^ 
I  humbly  apprehend  will  be  practicable  and,  consistent  with  the  outlines  drawn 
by  Professor  Witsius  for  King  William  the  Third,  I  yet  hope  to  see  accomplished. 
But  until  something  of  that  kind  Is  proposed,  what  has  been  mentioned  above  stands 
with  its  full  force." 

III.  **The  last  of  the  three  proposed  plans  remains  to  be  considered.  At  first 
blush,  it  is  evident  that  if  it  can  be  put  in  practice,  it  will  distinguish  our  churches 
as  singularly  concerned  for  maintaining  the  truths  of  the  Gospel,  and  instead  of 
absorbing  them  into  other  denominations,  will  fix  their  character  in  a  point  of  view, 
which  will  hand  down  the  efforts  of  the  present  generation  with  honor  to  posterity. 
While  others  have  labored  with  success  and  praise  for  the  cultivation  of  learning 
In  general,  it  seems  to  be  reserved  in  Providence,  as  the  peculiar  province  of  oar 
churches,  to  employ  their  whole  influence  in  teaching  and  establishing  the  Reformed 
religion." 

"  Before  I  mention  the  difllcultles  which  have  occurred  to  my  mind,  permit  me 
to  premise  the  arguments  in  its  favor.  1.  If  we  erect  a  respectable  professorate 
and  Divinity-Hall  at  Brunswick,  we  shall  have  our  institution  wholly  under  our 
own  control ;  every  dlfllculty  can  be  canvassed,  and  redress  obtained  without  the 
interposition  of  other  denominations,  or  any  appeal  to  different  boards.  2.  The 
name  and  estimation  of  the  Dutch  churches  among  the  various  churches  in  America, 
are  in  such  repute  for  orthodoxy,  that  our  institution  will  bid  fairer  to  be  univer- 
sally useful  when  we  stand  alone,  than  any  union  with  any  that  can  be  named, 
could  possibly  promise.  3.  The  local  situation  of  Brunswick  seems  to  be  a  proper 
centre  for  the  States  of  New  York,  and  Jersey,  and  Pennsylvania,  in  the  last  of 
which  there  are  perhaps  as  many  congregations  of  the  Reformed  churches  as  in 
both  the  former.  4.  But  what  ought  to  be  a  principal  consideration  Is,  that  all 
the  donations  and  assistance  we  are  to  expect  for  this  undertaking,  will  be  glTen 
by  those  who  belong  to  the  Dutch  churches,  (as  every  other  denomination  has  plans 
of  their  own,  which  call  forth  their  whole  abilities,)  and  it  is  evident  the  bene- 
factors for  our  professorate  would  give  with  greater  freedom,  and  feel  more  happy 
in  promoting  a  work,  which  they  were  assured  would  remain  under  the  sole  inspec- 
tion of  the  Dutch  churches,  than  by  any  combination  of  ecclesiastic  interests  with 
Princeton,  or  political  with  New  York,  coald  possibly  be  effected.' 
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"  These,  and  what  I  might  still  add,  if  these  were  not  tafBclent,  haye  IndoceA 
me  to  prefer  the  last  to  both  the  former  plans.  The  difficulties  which  occar,  are. 
Indeed,  not  small ;  they  are  few  in  number,  but  of  great  weight.  The  one  it,  it 
will  unavoidably  take  up  some  time,  at  least  two  years,  before  anything  of  ba- 
portance  can  be  done  towards  this  establishment.  The  other  is,  we  have  not  fondt 
equal  to  the  task ;  and  we  shall  need  the  advice  of  our  wisest  friends,  to  point  oat 
a  method  for  obtaining  a  suiq  sufficient  to  maintain  a  professor  in  theology,  and  ia 
the  oriental  languages." 

"  I  have  already  said  that  I  was  not  fixed  in  my  views  respecting  this  alTair; 
at  least,  not  so  fixed  but  that  I  stand  open  for  conviction,  and  wish  to  olytaiB 
all  the  light  which  can  be  thrown  upon  the  object,  before  I  determine  in  whit 
manner  my  vote  or  small  influence  shall  direct.  Upon  discoursing  with  Mr.  Romeya, 
I  found  him  fully  convinced  that  what  I  have  considered  was  the  proper  line  of 
conduct  for  us ;  and  his  arguments  have  not  a  little  conduced  to  establish  my  mind 
upon  this  plan.  It  Is  the  interest  of  the  Redeemer's  cause  we  have  at  heart  Onr 
hands  must  do  what  we  are  called  to  with  all  our  might.  An  effectual  and  pecu- 
liarly exclusive  door  is  now  opened  for  service.  The  enemy  of  all  religion  is  not 
at  rest.  Our  united  efforts  and  blessings,  as  answers  to  prayer  from  the  throne, 
may  fix  an  establishment  that  shall  make  glad  the  city  of  our  Qod  for  ages  yet 
to  come." 

Rev.  Jacob  R.  Hardenbergii  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 

Nov.  7,  178e3. 

Portfolio, ''  New  York/'  Vol.  II. 

Very  Rev.  and  Very  Learned  Gentlemen,  and  Much  Esteemed  Brethren : — 

A  week  or  two  ago  I  sent  a  letter  to  your  Revs,  by  the  hand  ol  a  certain  gentle- 
man who  gave  his  surname  as  Wille,  and  said  that  he  had  recently  come  from 
Holland.  From  here  (Rosendale)  he  was  to  go  to  New  York,  and  from  there  to 
Philadelphia.  He  promised  me  to  forward  it  with  the  safest  and  earliest  oppor- 
tunity.    I  hope  that  your  Revs,  may  have  received  it  all  right. 

Not  only  my  relation  to  the  Very  Rev.  General  Meeting,  as  its  latest  President 
and  Deputy  to  (of?)  the  Synod,  but  also  the  interest  of  the  Church  of  God  is 
this  region,  led  me  to  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  the  above-mentioned  letter 
to  ycnir  Revs.,  as  also  of  calling  your  Revs,  attention  once  more  to  what  I  thoagfat 
must  be  communicated  to  your  Revs. 

There  is  among  us  a  numerous  and  influential  Denomination,  known  by  the  name 
of  Presbyterians,  who  say  that  they  were  formerly  connected  with  the  established 
Church  of  Scotland,  and,  therefore,  are  essentially  one  with  ours. 

For  a  considerable  time,  however,  doubts  have  been  springing  up  In  the  miodi 
otf  many  of  our  people  concerning  the  orthodoxy  and  the  church-standing  of  these 
brethren.  We  know  that  the  ancient  Scotch  church  took  care  that  no  persons  were 
admitted  to  the  sacred  ministry,  unless  they  had  prevlqusly  declared  that  they 
held  the  Doctrine  contained  in  their  Confession  of  Faith  and  Catechism  to  he 
true,  and  thus  in  accord  with  the  divinely  Sacred  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments,  and  had  entered  also  into  the  required  engagement  to  conform  them- 
selves thereto  in  their  teaching. 

These  cautious  principles  the  said  Presbyterians  have  dispensed  with  asd 
abandoned,  each  one  of  their  Presbyteries  or  Classes  being  competent  now  to  pa« 
upon  the  fundamental  teaching  of  their  Church,  and  to  admit,  at  pleasure,  not 
only  persons,  but  also  their  opinions.  From  this  there  has  resulted  among  theo 
a  great  difference  in  sentiment  concerning  several  of  the  weightiest  dogmas  oC 
Sacred  Theology. 

The  Dutch  Reformed  have  been  asked  more  than  once  to  unite  themselves  with 
them,  but,  on  account  of  the  danger  mentioned,  they  have  positively  refused- 
Thereupon  the  others  have  taken  anoither  course,  by  trying  to  encroach  upon  oar 
churches.  Of  late  they  have  done  this  more  publicly.  The  following  is  an  instance: 
About  a  year  ago  one  of  their  ministers,  who  was  said  to  have  been  driven  froD 
his  place  by  the  enemy,  came  into^  one  of  our  vacant  churches,  offering  his  serricct 
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to  that  cbarcb  for  six  monthi.  Later,  however,  with  a  part  of  the  Consistory, 
he  caused  men,  women  and  children  In  that  and  adjacent'  churches,  by  obtaining 
their  signatures,  to  leave  the  Dutch  Church  and  join  the  Presbyterian.  At  our 
last  General  Meeting  these  things  were  brought  up,  but,  owing  to  circumstances, 
they  have  as  yet  not  been  brought  to  a  conclusion. 

Some  years  ago  this  Denomination  established  for  Its  benefit  a  Seminary  In  New 
Jersey,  which  has  suffered  a  great  deal  during  the  course  of  this  war.  Now  I 
have  recently  learned  that  the  President  of  that  institution,  John  Witherspoon, 
8.  8.  T.  Doctor,  was  about  to  sail  for  Prance,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  con- 
tributions to  make  good  the  losses  sustained,  and  to  Increase  the  funds.  Sur- 
mising that  his  Rev.  is  likely  to  g<S  for  the  same  purpose,  Into  the  United 
Netherlands;  and  is  provided,  possibly,  with  some  sort  of  recommendation  from 
His  Excellency,  the  Ambassador  of  their  High  Mightinesses,  the  States,  who  recently 
arrlTed  at  the  place  where  that  Seminary  Is  established ;  as  their  High  Mightinesses,  ' 

the  Congress,  hoJd  their  sessions  there  at  present;  this  last,  however.  Is  simply 
a  guess,  based  on  a  probability  or  a  possibility :  surmising,  I  say,  what  is  mentioned 
aboive,  I  deemed  It  my  duty  to  communicate  the  same  to  your  Revs,  according  to 
the  truth.  In  order  that  your  Revs,  may,  according  to  your  prudent  and  discreet 
judgment  make  such  use  of  it  as  your  Revs,  shall  consider  necessary. 

The  government  under  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  did,  years 'ago,  grant  a  Charter 
for  the  establishment  of  a  Seminary  in  that  same  State,  for  the  use  of  the  Dutch 
Reformed.  This  Charter  has  by  the  present  government  been  improved  and  con- 
firmed anew.  The  funds  of  this  Institution  also  have  suffered  a  great  deal.  Eks- 
pressly  designed  as  It  is,  for  the  benefit  of  our  own  Church  If  It  should  continus 
to  need  the  helping  hand  of  kindly  disposed  friends,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that 
the  well-to-do  benefactors  in  our  Patherland  would  much  rather  bestow  their  gifts 
of  love  upon  it,  than  upon  a  Denomination  which  might  seek  to  use  them  to  its 
detriment. 

I  trust  that  your  Revs,  will  always  take  pleasure  In  the  Interests  of  our  Reformed 
American  Zion,  which,  I  can  foresee,  is  to  be  subject  to  violent  attacks.  With  a 
prayer  foir  needed  blessing  upon  your  Revs,  honored  persons,  families  and  sacred 
ministry,  I  remain. 

Very  Rev.  and  Very  Learned  Sirs,  and  Much  Respected  Brethren, 
Your  Very  Rev.  obedient  and  affectionate  brother, 

Jacob  B.  Hardenbergfa. 
At  Bosendale,  In  the  County  of  Ulster, 

State  of  New  York,  Nov.  7,  1788. 


"Rev.  Dr.  John  H.  Livingston  to  REl^^  Theodoric  Romeyn, 

March  18,  1784. 

University  for  the  State  of  New  York. 

"That  evening  when  I  parted  with  you,  the  Governors  of  the  College  met,  and 
a  hill  for  erecting  a  University  in  the  State  of  New  York  was  read  to  us.  Many 
<»bservations  upon  the  bill,  in  the  form  it  then  bore,  were  made,  and  some  altar- 
atlOQs  were  strongly  urged.  The  alterations  insisted  upon  were  not  essential,  with 
respect  to  the  basis  of  the  University,  but  only  the  form  In  which  the  matter  was 
managed.  There  is  no  oppositiofi  from  any  quarter  which  occasions  the  least  doubt 
but  the  business  will  be  conducted  with  that  spirit  of  Catholicism  and  harmony, 
which  will  insure  a  literary  foundation  of  importance  to  the  Church  and  State. 
As  sooa  as  the  bill  has  obtained  its  proper  alteratlonsy  and  gone  through  its 
different  stages,  I  will  endeavor  to  obtain  a  copy  for  you,  and  send  It  over  to  yoo.** 
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Incorporation  of  Religious  Bodebs. 

Extract  from  "An  Act  to  enable  all  the  religious  denominations  in 
this  State  to  appoint  Trustees,  who  shall  be  a  body  corporate, 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  care  of  the  temporalities  of  their 
respective  congregations,  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned." 

Passed  6th  of  April,  17M. 


I.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  hy  the  people  of  the  State  of  New  York,  rt 
4»  Senate  and  Attemhly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  tfte 
That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  It  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  aaA 
for  the  male  persons  of  full  age,  belonging  to  any  church,  congregation,  or  rellglMi 
society  not  already  established  within  this  State,  or  which  may  at  any  time  h«t> 
after  be  within  the  same,  to  assemble  and  meet  together  at  tJie  church,  mestinf- 
house,  or  other  place  where  they  statedly  attend  for  divine  worship,  and  then  aaA 
there  by  plurality  of  voices,  to  elect,  nominate,  and  appoint  any  number  of  discreet 
and  prudent  persons  of  their  church,  congregation,  or  society,  not  less  than  thrst^ 
or  exceeding  nine  in  number,  as  Trustees,  to  take  the  charge  of  the  estate  tad 
property  belonging  to  their  respective  churches,  congregations,  or  religloiis  soci- 
eties, and  to  transact  all  affairs  relative  to  the  temporalities  of  their  respeetlft 
churches,  'congregations,  or  societies:  That  at  such  election  every  male  penoa  «f 
full  age,  who  has  statedly  worshipped  with  the  said  church,  eongregatloii,  or  society, 
and  has  formally  been  considered  as  belonging  thereto,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  foice 
at  such  first  election.*' 

XIV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  It  shall  aid 
may  be  lawful,  to  and  for  every  religious  corporation  created  by  Letters  Pstsst 
under  the  Great  Seal  of  the  Colony  of  New  Tork,  to  have,  hold,  occupy  and  enjoy, 
lands,  tenements,  goods  and  chattels  of  the  yearly  value  of  otte  t?wusand  two  kss- 
dred  pounds,  although  the  Letters  Patent  by  which  such  corporation  respectively 
were  created,  should  contain  a  clause  or  clauses  restricting  and  limiting  the  amioal 
revenue  and  income  of  such  cori>oration,  at  a  sum  less  than  one  thousand  two  kss- 
dred  pounds;  any  law,  usage,  or  custom  to  the  contrary  in  any  wise  notwitlh 
standing."     See  Oct  5,  1784,  etc. 

[See  Amendment,  March  7,  1788.] 


Repeal  of  All  Sectarian  Legislation  Passed  Dubino  thb 

Colonial  Pebiod. 

An  Act  for  making  such  Alterations  in  the  Charter  of  the  Corporation  of  Trialty 
Church,  as  to  render  it  more  conformable  to  the  Constitution  of  the  State.— 
Passed  17th  April,  1784. 


Genebal  Meeting  of  Ministers  and  Elders  of  the  Chubch 

OF  New  York,  May  18-21, 1784. 

Condition  of  the  Reformed  Church  at  the  close  of  the  RevolutiwL 

Extracts. 
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Dbaft  Respecting  the  State  of  the  Outstanding  Conqri>- 

GATIONS  AND  OF  THE  ChUKCHES. 

The  gentlemen  appointed  a  committee  to  draft  a  report  in  relation  to  the  con- 
gregatlons  which  still  stand  out,  etc.,  laid  the  same  before  this  Bey.  Body,  reading 
as  follows: 

From  the  reports  on  this  subject,  laid  upon  the  table  of  this  Bey.  Body,  it  appears 
to  the  members  of  the  committee,  aalvo  meliori,  that  the  Bey.  Consistory  of  Albany, 
or  at  least  their  minister,  is  disposed  to  a  union,  but  that  the  opposition  of  a  por- 
tion of  the  congregation  has  excited  their  fears,  and  led  them  to  request  further 
time  in  order  to  bring  them  oyer. 

The  two  smaller  congregations,  Niskayuna  and  Half  Moon,  in  the  yicinity  of 
Albany,  decline,  not  so  much  from  opposition  as  fear  of  disturbance,  and  particu- 
larly on  account  of  the  example  of  Albany.  Bey.  Cock's  refusal  to  the  membert 
of  the  committee,  to  ponyene  his  Consistory  for  the  execution  of  their  commlsston* 
renders  eyident  his  vehement  opposition,  and  affords  reason  to  suppose  that  he 
employs  his  influence  against  it  in  the  congregation ;  which  appears  the  more 
strange,  inasmuch  as  be  has  heretofore  been  so  zealous  for  subordination  to  the 
Bey.  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

It  further  clearly  appears  to  the  members  of  this  committee,  that  such  an  Inde- 
pendence, or  a  remaining  by  themselves,  must  be  associated  with  dangerous  and 
pernicious  consequences ;  as,  viz. : 

1.  Of  schism  in  such  congregations,  without  ecclesiastical  remedy. 

2.  That  such  a  state  of  things  might  be  of  most  undesirable  consequence  In  rela- 
tion to  the  congregations  already  united,  inasmuch  as,  upon  the  occurrence  of 
anything  displeasing  to  them,  influenced  by  this  example,  they  might  lightly  with- 
draw from  the  union  and  their  ecclesiastical  subordination,  without  Its  being  poe- 
Bible  for  this  Bev.  Body  to  prevent  it. 

8.  That  such  congregations  continuing  to  stand  out,  are,  by  reasons  of  their 
■Ituatlon  and  the  particular  state  of  the  land,  open  to  all  those  corrupting  and 
ruinous  influences  which  go  in  connection  with  ecclesiastical  independence,  in  the 
midst  of  an  overwhelming  flood  of  errors  and  soul-destroying  heresies. 

Wherefore,  the  Bev.  Committee  are  necessarily  brought  to  the  conclusion,  that 
the  Bev.  Body  should,  in  the  most  emphatic  manner,  represent  this  subject  to  the 
Bey.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  and  through  it  to  the  Bev.  Synod,  with  request  that 
they  will  again  urge  this  weighty  and  highly  important  matter.  If  so  be  that  It 
may  serve  at  length  to  gain  over  the  congregations  which  still  stand  out,  and 
■ecure  the  desired  consummation  of  our  great  work  of  Union. 

The  Bev.  Committee  having  further  availed  themselves  of  all  possible  assistance 
in  the  execution  of  their  commission,  ask  the  additional  liberty  and  honor  of  laying 
the  following  before  this  Bev.  Body : 

That  the  formal  congregations,  with  the  Ministers  within  the  compass  of  the 
Jurisdiction  of  this  Bev.  Body,  are  found  to  be  the  following: 

In  the  Particular  Body  of  New  York. 

CongregaUona.  MinMera. 

Joannes  Bitzema,  Bmeritut 
New  York 


Fiatbush 

Brooklyn 

Bushwick 

Amersfort 

New  Utrecht 

Jamaica 

Oyster  Bay 

Success 

Newtown 


Lambertus  de  Bonde. 
Joannes  H.  Livingston. 


Ulpianus  Van  Sinderen. 


Vacant. 


/ 

Philllpsburgh Vacant. 

Cortlandt's  Manor Vacant. 

Ckr.  Congregation  at  New  York Bev.  Gross. 
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In  the  Pabticulae  Body  of  Hackbnsack, 

CongregationB.  MiiUaiert, 

Bergen 

Staten  Island,  North  Bide Wllhelmus  Jackson. 

do.           Booth  Side 
Hackensack            ) 
Schraalenbergh      J  ^^^   congregation Dirck  Romeyn. 

do.  Conaistory     const!-  ~ 

tnted  daring  the 

disturbances  . . . 
Tappan  ) 

New  Hempstead  j 


.  W.  Kuypers. 
Vacant. 


Kaklet Vacant. 


Paramus    ) 

Panne        i    Benjamin  Van  Der  Lfaide. 

"     } 


Pompton 

Totowa  [ Hermanns  Meyer. 

Horse  Neck 

Aquackanonck Henricus  Schoonniaker. 

Persippeny  Vacant. 

Second  Rlyer Vacant. 


In  thb  Pabticulae  Body  of  New  Beunswick. 

Congregations.  Minigten, 

New  Brunswick  )  ir-™* 

six  Mile  Eun      | ^»'"*- 

5*;"?°,       I Vacant 

Bedminster    ( 

Millstone     )  e  i  _       w    «  w 

Shannock    } Solomon  Prollch. 

Sourland Joannes  M.  Van  Harlingen. 

Freehold          )  r»     *      i     t>     »  • 

Mlddletown    } Benjamin  Du  Bol^ 

Conewango Cornelius  Consyn. 

North  Branch Simeon  Van  Arsdalen. 

South  and  North  Hampton,  Bucks  County. .  Vacant. 
Walpeck  ^ 

Minlsink  I Vacant. 

Mahakemack    J 

In  the  Particular  Body  of  Kingston. 

Congrtgations.  MinUtert. 

Kingston    Rev.  Doll,  outstanding. 

Marbletown  and  Rochester Rev.  Jacob  R.  Hardenbergb. 

Wawarsing Vacant. 

New  Paltz  and  New  Hurley Stephanus  Goetschius. 

Shawangunck  and  Wallklll Reynier  Van  Nest. 

Poughkeepsie   Vacant. 

Flsbkill,   New  Hackensack Isaac  Rysdyk. 

Hopewell Isaac  Blauvelt. 

Clove Vacant. 

Dover    Vacant. 

Rhlnebeck   Flats Stephanus  Voorheea. 

Rhinebeck  and  Camp,  German Dan.  Ger.  Cock,  outstanding. 

Red   Hook Varant. 

Stisslng,    German Vacant.     Outstanding. 

Caatsban Vacant. 
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In  the  Pabticulab  Body  of  Albany. 

CongreoatUms,  Ministers, 

Albany    Ellardus  Westerlo,  outstanding. 

do.     German  Congregation Vacant. 

Schenectady Barend  Vroman,  Bmeriiiu, 

Conewango Thonuui  Bomeyn. 

Niskayona Vacant. 

Norman's  Kill do. 

Upper  and  Lowei  Schoharie do. 

Stone  Arabia ' do. 

Canajoharle do. 

Oreat  Flats Rosekrans. 

CatskiU  and  Coxsackle Joannes  Schunema. 

Manor   Livingston,   Greenbusb  and  Tagh-  ^ 

kanlck Nicolas  Lansingh. 

Claverack Gebhart. 

Klnderbook Vacapt. 

flchodack do. 

Half  Moon do. 

Saratoga do. 

Schaghticoke   Ellas  Van  Bunschoten. 

From  this  catalogue,  It  appears  that  there  are  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Ber. 
Body  almost  a  hundred  regularly  constituted  congregations,  of  which  fifty-three 
are  provided  with  the  ministration  of  the  Holy  Gospel ;  that  many  of  the  vacant 
congregations  are  large  and  able,  and  that  in  them  all  there  Is  an  ardent  desire 
for  the  Word  of  the  living  God ;  that  several  of  the  ministers  still  occupied,  will, 
through  old  age  and  other  causes,  apparently  not  long  be  able  to  engage  in  the 
work  of  the  Lord ;  that  the  number  of  additions  by  reason  of  the  recent  lamentable 
war  are  very  small,  and  that,  consequen.tly,  the  lack  of  Ministers  is  rather  Increasing 
than  otherwise,  there  being  not  more  than  two  licentiates  to  supply  ^e  existing 
deficiency;  that  according  to  the  reports  of  the  Bev.  Brethren,  for  the  two  follow- 
ing years  there  are  no  candidates  to  be  expected,  whilst  at  the  same  time,  the  suffer- 
ing congregations  dally  find  their  danger  and  affliction  increased,  partly  by  the  lack 
of  licentiates,  and  partly  by  the  fioods  of  error,  infidelity,  and  all  kinds  of  Irrellglon, 
which  are  everywhere  bursting  upon  the  land.  The  new  8ettlem«nts  which  are  now 
occurring  in  the  respective  States  of  this  land,  and  will  dally  increase,  present  the 
most  favorable  opportunities  for  the  extension  of  our  churches  and  the  diffusion  of 
the  pure  doctrines  of  grace,  especially  since  a  considerable  portion  of  them  are  com* 
posed  of  persons  and  families  originally  belonging  to  the  Reformed  Church  or 
heartily  devoted  to  the  same,  whereby,  with  a  Divine  blessing,  the  number  of  oar 
congregations  could.  In  a  short  time,  be  at  least  doubled,  if  we  had  Ministers  who 
could  be  employed  by  the  Rev.  Body  among  them  as  Missionaries,  with  sufliclent 
means  for  their  support. 

The  Rev.  Committee,  attentively  considering  all  things,  are  of  the  judgment,  that 
this  apparent  state  of  our  churches  necessarily  demands  that  some  popular  and 
reasonable  measures,  agreeable  to  Christian  duty  and  the  nature  of  the  case,  should 
be,  in  the  speediest  and  best  manner,  taken  for  the  supply  of  the  existing  need,  and 
the  extension  of  the  borders  of  our  Church,  by  collecting  and  consulting  congrega- 
tions in  the  new  settlements  In  these  and  the  neighboring  States,  at  least  where 
such  settlements  are  carried  forward  by  those  who  pertain  to  the  Reformed  Church. 
Not  prepared,  however,  to  define  in  particular  what  these  measures  should  be,  said 
Rev.  Committee  humbly  desire  to  resign  to  the  Rev.  Body,  for  their  future  delibera- 
tion and  determination,  this.  In  theiv  opinion,  necessary  and  weighty  subject. 

The  Rev.  Body  thank  the  gentlemen  of  the  committee  for  the  labor  they  have 
t>estowed,  and  assume  the  subject  as  matter  for  consideration. 
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Pbofessobatb* 

The  Professorate  was  taken  Into  consideration,  as  a  subject  of  great  weight 
and  importance.  The  Rev.  Body,  heartily  lamenting  that,  hy  reason  of  the  war, 
attention  to  it  had  been  necessarily  so  long  deferred,  were  nnanimonsly  of  ot>inioii, 
that  since  it  had  now  pleased  the  Lord  to  grant  the  land  a  blessed  and  honoraUe 
peace,  together  with  a  confirmation  of  our  Freedom  and  Independence,  thla  matter 
should,  with  all  earnestness  and  speed,  as  well  as  suitable  care,  be  promoted  and 
brought  to  a  consummation.  As  a  means  of  affording  light  upon  this  sabject,  a 
letter  was  presented  from  the  honorable,  the  respected  Trustees  of  Queens  College 
at  New  Brunswick,  addressed  to  this  Rev.  Body,  in  which  they  commend  that 
Seminary  to  the  patronage  of  the  Church ;  at  the  same  time,  also  a  copy  of  an 
Act  of  the  Legislative  power  of  the  State  of  New  York,  in  relation  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  University  in  that  State ;  whereupon,  it  was  resolved,  with  respect  to  eadi 
of  these  subjects  presented,  that  this  Rev.  Body,  desiring  to  proceed  with  the  utmost 
prudence  as  well  as  zeal,  would  at  present  make  no  definite  answer  to  said  letter^ 
nor  determine  anything  in  relation  to  the  Professorate  at  New  York ;  but  that  each 
member  of  the  Rev.  Body  should  endeavor  to  obtain  as  much  light  and  informatiea 
on  both  subjects  as  possible,  and  that  the  definite  determination  of  the  matter 
should  be  deferred  to  the  approaching  October,  wh«i  a  General  Meeting  shall  T.  D. 
be  held.  In  the  meanwhile,  the  Rev.  President  is  directed  to  reply  to  the  letter  of 
the  respected  Trustees,  comprehending  the  substance  of  this  resolntion,  and  expreM> 
ing  the  sincere  disposition  of  the  Rev.  Body  to  do  all  in  their  power  for  the  welfare 
of  the  Seminary  at  New  Brunswick,  as  far  as  is  consistent  with  the  general  interest 
of  the  Church.  But  since  this  subject  affects  the  well-being  of  the  whole  Reformed 
Church,  the  Rev.  Body  desire  to  have  the  counsel  and  presence  of  all  the  Ministers 
of  the  Congregations  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Rev.  Body.  Wherefore,  it  la 
ordained,  that  the  Rev.  President  of  all  the  Particular  Bodies  be  pleased  to  com- 
municate to  their  respective  Rev.  Bodies,  or  to  their  respective  subordinate  congre- 
gations, this  desire,  with  the  request  that  each  Minister  appear  with  an  Elder  upon 
the  first  Wednesday  of  the  coming  October,  at  New  York,  in  order  that  then,  with 
the  Lord's  blessing,  this  weighty  matter  may  be  brought  to  a  desirable  issue. 

[The  ministers  of  the  Reformed  Church,  with  very  few  exceptions,  were  loyal  to 
the  cause  of  Independence.  Sec  Dr.  John  Todds  Discourse  on  **The  Posture  of  its 
Ministers  and  People  during  the  Revolution."  Centennial  Discourtet/*  1876,  pp.  107- 
139.    B.T.  C] 

Classis  OF  Amsterdam. 

1784,  July  19th.  Synodalia.  Art.  49  ad  60.  The  Classis  has  received  informa- 
tion from  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  giving  evidence  of  their  watchfulness  for 
orthodoxy  of  doctrine.     This  has  been  obtained  through  a  private  letter,    xv.  81S. 

Syts'Od  of  North  Holland,  at  Amsterdam,  July  27-Auo.  5, 

1784. 

Article  49. — New  York  and  New  Jersett. 

Their  Hon.  Mightinesses,  the  correq;>ondlng  delegates  and  the  Classes,  would 
like  to  have  their  desires  gratified,  if  it  were  only  to  hope  for  a  favorable  report 
about  those  churches  from  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

1784,  Aug.  26.     Incorporation  of  the  Lutheran  Church  at 

Albany. 

Pastors. 
Rev.   Henry   Moeller,   1784-6. 

Supplied  by  Revs.  Schwertfeger,  Groetz.  and  Johan  Frederic  Ernst,  pastor  of 
Loonenbergh,    (Athens,   N.   Y.)    and  Claverack. 

Rev.   Anthon    Theodore   Braun,    1794-1800. — ^Munsell's   Annals,   1.    122-5. 
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Ghnebai.  Meeting  of  Ministebs  aitd  Eldbbs  of  the  Chubch 

of  New  York,  Oct.  5-8,  1784. 

Oompletion  of  Ecclesiastical  Independence.     See  Oct.  15-18, 1771. 

Extracts. 

Letter  of  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

A  letter  from  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  dated  2l8t  July,  178S,  accom- 
iwnled  by  the  Acts  of  the  Rev.  Synod  of  North  Holland,  was  read  to  the  Rvr. 
Body,  and  was  an  occasion;  for  special  joy.  For  this  kind  attention  and  care, 
the  Rot.  Body  heartily  thank  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  and  entertain  the 
pleasing  hope  that  the  correspondence  for  a  considerable  time  interrupted  by  the 
war,  will,  under  the  gracions  providence  of  Qod,  hereafter  be  regnlarly  maintained. 


Featebnal  Cobbesponbence. 

And  Inasmnch  as  this  Rev.  Body,  at  its  session  in  the  spring,  passed  a  resolation. 
In  case  the  Presbyterian  Synod  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia  were  so  inclined,  to 
appoint  a  committee  who  should  meet  a  committee  of  the  Presbyterians,  to  devise 
such  regulations  as  might  serve  as  a  foundation  for  fraternal  intercourse  and 
Christian  neighborship,  this  Rev.  Body  further  resolve,  that  the  same  committee 
in  their  name  also  inform  the  brethren  of  the  United  Reformed  Scotch  Church  of 
their  inclination  to  avail  themselves  of  any  opening  for  more  intimate  fraternal 
Intercourse,  and  to  report  more  particularly  at  the  next  meeting. 


Fundamental  Articles  o;f  1771-2. 

Since  the  names  of  the  Respective  Bodies  have  associated  with  them  many 
•difficulties  and  inconveniences  in  the  use  of  them,  especially  in  the  Minutes,  and 
are  also  to  an  extent  unintelligible  to  either  persuasions,  and  have  thus  tended  to 
the  discredit  of  our  otherwise  respectable  Church,  the  Bev.  Body,  as  now  increased 
by  the  presence  of  the  advisory  members  who  have  been  called  in  from  the  whole 
tx)dy  of  our  Church,  and  strengthened  by  their  counsel  and  assent,  have  seen  fit 
to  change  the  same  In  accordance  with  the  provision  made  in  the  Articles  of  the 
Plan  of  Union,  and  henceforth  to  apply  to  the  G^eneral  Body  the  name  of  Stnoo^ 
and  to  the  Particular  Bodies  the  name  of  Classis  ;  under  this  restriction,  however, 
that  this  change  shall  in  no  measure  be  prejudicial  to  the  Articles  of  Union,  whlck 
this  Bev.  Body  solemnly  declare  shall  remain  inviolable, 


ECCLESLVSTICAL   INCORPORATIONS. 

In  the  Bev.  Body  mention  was  made  of  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
New  York  for  the  incorporation  of  all  the  religious  persuasions  within  said  State, 
against  which  some  weighty  objections  have  been  brought.  The  Rev.  Body,  though 
upon  the  eve  of  separation,  and  unable  to  bestow  suitable  attention  upon  the  sub- 
ject, yet  Judge,  on  account  of  the  weight  of  the  objections,  that  the  respective 
Reformed  Dutch  Churches  within  that  State  should,  if  possible,  not  be  hasty  in 
availing  themselves  of  this  law,  but  abide  a  more  particular  conalAoratlon  of  the 
aubject  in  the  coming  meeting,     (See  April  6,  1784.) 
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Election  of  a  Professor  of  Theology  by  the  Synod  of  the 
Reformed  Dutch  Church,  Oct.  5,  Seq.  1784. 

The  subject  of  the  Professorate,  to  which  it  had  not  been  possible  to  attend  for 
a  considerable  time,  by  reason  of  yarlous  hindrance,  being  taken  up  at  thia  Meeting, 
with  desires  directed  to  God  for  necessary  guidance  and  direction  In  this  very 
weighty  matter;  to  throw  light  upon  the  subject,  the  President  not  only  read  all 
the  Acts  at  the  yarious  General  Meetings  relative  thereto,  together  with  all  other 
collateral  matter,  as  namely :  an  address  of  the  respectiye  Trustees  of  Queens  Col- 
lege, at  New  BruDflwlck.  commending  that  Academy  to  the  care  of  the  ReT.  Body; 
a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Consistory  at  Schentectady,  containing  an  advantageous  offer 
for  the  establishment  of  a  Seminary  in  that  place ;  an  Act  of  the  honorable  Assembly 
o(f  the  State  of  New  York,  and  a  proposal  from  yarious  inhabitants  of  Hackensuk 
in  relation  to  the  College  of  New  Brunswick,  iq  case  of  its  removal.  But  for  a 
fuller  opening  of  the  subject,  the  Rev.  Brethren  gave  their  advice  in  respect  to 
what  they  judged  necessary  and  serviceable  for  the  education  of  youth  in  all  the 
preparatory  sciences,  as  well  as  in  tho  Hebrew  languages  and  the  variooa  parts  of 
Sacred  Theology. 

The  Rev.  Body,  having  deliberated  upon  the  subject,  saw  fit  hereupon  to  appoint 
a  commission  to  draft  the  resolutions  of  this  Rev.  Body  in  relation  to  the  Pro- 
fessorate, and  lay  them  on  the  table  of  this  Body.  Said  commission  was  appointed, 
viz. :  Rev.  Messrs.  Jacob  R.  Hardenbergh,  Deputaiua  Synodi,  Jo.  H.  Livingston, 
Isaac  Rysdyk,  as  also  Messrs.  Joannes  Jansen,  Joannes  Freer,  and  Jacobus  Swartr 
woud;  which  committee  presented  the  following: 

1.  "  That  since,  for  the  attainment  of  the  salutary  object  had  in  view  tn  the 
appointment  of  one  oir  more  Professors,  studies  preparatory  to  Theology  an 
absolutely  necessary,  attention  should  at  the  same  time  be  directed  to  one  or  more 
seminaries  or  schools  for  the  instruction  of  young  gentlemen  proposing  to  apply 
themselves  to  theological  studies. 

2.  (a)  And  since  already  for  many  years  there  has  been  a  school  established  at 
New  Brunswick,  in  the  Jerseys,  which  as  early  as  Anno  Domini,  1773,  was  received 
under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  Body,  but  by  reason  of  various  obstacles  and  delays, 
and  of  the  recent  war,  it  has  not  been*  possible  to  bring  matters  to  a  completion, 
this  Rev.  Body,  deliberating  thereupon,  finally  resolve,  according  to  their  ability, 
in  the  speediest  manner  to  carry  it  forward. 

(b)  As  regards  the  advantageous  offer  made  to  this  Rev.  Body  in  the  name  d 
the  respectable  congregation/  of  Schenectady,  in  relation  to  the  establishment  theie, 
as  a  very  convenient  place  and  at  a  proper  distance  from  Queens  College,  of  a 
Seminary  or  College  under  the  oversight  and  patronage  of  this  Rev.  Body,  tbe 
Rev.  Body  joyfully  accept  said  offer,  and  resolve  In  like  manner,  with  the  blessing 
df  God,  so  far  as  the  times  and  circumstances  permit,  cheerfully  to  do  all  in  their 
power  towards  the  promotion  of  such  a  College  at  Schenectady. 

(c)  With  reference  to  one  or  more  Professors  in  Theology,  this  Rev.  Body 
resolve  to  appoint  a  Professor  of  Theology  in  the  City  of  New  York;  and  lince, 
through  the  unfavorable  nature  of  the  times,  the  Rev.  Body  is  not  in  conditioii  to 
call  a  Professor  uiK>n  a  sufficient  Income,  it  is  hoped  that  the  Rev.  Consistory  of 
New  York  will  make  tbe  best  arrangement  in  relation  to  it. 

(d)  The  Rev.  Body,  considprln^  the  necessity  for  a  knowledge  of  the  Hebrew 
language  to  the  proper  discharge  of  the  holy  ministry,  resolve  for  the  asslstRnee 
of  the  Professor  and  the  Instruction  of  the  students  in  that  sacred  languag»».  to 
appoint  for  the  purpose  one  of  the  ministerial  brethren  who  shall  be  judged  best 
qualified,  to  whom  the  students  of  Theology  shall.  If  possible,  resort." 

The  Rev.  Body  having  thanked  the  gentlemen  of  the  committee  for  their  labor, 
and  carefully  considered  the  draft  presented,  accepted  it,  and  resolved  respecting 
the  particular  points  contained  in  it,  as  follows: 

1.  That  for  weighty  reasons  stated,  the  Rev.  Body  la  of  opinion  that  the  remoTal 
of  Queens  College  is  imprartioable;  and  from  the  fact  that  the  Rev.  Body  bare 
received  It  as  an  object  of  their  care,  they  recommend  to  the  Trustees  to  employ 
all  diligence  and  care  to  keep  alive,  and  according  to  opportunity,  to  promote  the 
upbuilding  of  said  College,  until,  in  Providence,  an  Increase  of  funds  can  be 
procured,  to  which  tbe  Kev.  Body  promise  to  render  assistance. 
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2.  For  the  accomplishment  of  the  matter  relative  to  Schenectady,  the  Rey.  Body 
appoint  a  committee  to  be  associated  with  the  Key.  Consistory  of  Schenectady  In 
promoting  and  carrying  Into  effect  said  business  In  the  speediest  and  best  manner. 
The'ReT.  Messrs.  Jacob  R.  Hardenbergh.  Ellardus  Westerlo,  Thomas  Romeyn  and 
Ellas  Bunschooten,  are  appointed  said  committee. 

3.  As  regards  the  third  point,  the  Rey.  Mr.  Johannes  H.  Livingston,  Doctor  of 
Sacred  Theology  and  Minister  at  New  York,  Is  by  this  Rev.  Body  unanimously 
appointed  Professor  of  Sacred  Theology  In  the  city  of  New  York,  under  whose  care 
the  students  will  be  required  to  place  themselves  for  the  study  of  Sacred  Theology, 
or  at  least  the  completion  of  their  studies.  From  this  Professor,  students  of 
Theology  shall  be  required  to  bring  a  certificate  whenever  they  desire  to  be 
admitted  to  the  preparatory  examination,  for  which  certificate,  as  a  suitable 
honorarium  the  students  shall  present  to  the  Professor  at  least  five  pounds;  and 
In  case  any  students  have  commenced  their  studies  at  other  places.  It  Is  enjoined 
upon  them  to  exhibit  to  said  Professor  a  certificate  of  the  commencement  of  their 
Btudlea,  with,  however,  this  restriction,  that  no  certificates  shall  be  received  by 
the  Professor  which  are  given  by  persons  who  do  not  belong  to  the  body  of  our 
Church  as  members  of  this  Ecclesiastical  Assembly.  Of  the  said  Professorate,  a 
regular  Diploma  Is  executed,  approved,  and  placed  In  the  hands  of  the  Rev. 
Professor. 

And  since  the  services  which  this  Rev.  Body,  In  their  call  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Liv- 
ingston, as  Professor  of  Sacred  Theology,  have  Imposed  upon  him,  necessarily  will 
require  some  dispensation  from  his  otherwise  necessary  ecclesiastical  functions, 
this  Rev.  Body  ordain,  that  a -respectful  address  be  presented  In  their  name  to 
the  Rev.  Consistory  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  In  this  city,  by  a  committee 
to  be  appointed  for  that  purpose,  Informing  them  of  the  Professorial  call  made 
apon  their  highly  esteemed  pastor,  and  requesting  them  to  make  every  possible 
arrangement  to  afford  him  opportunity,  according  to  the  demands  of  duty  In  that 
position,  to  accomplish  the  salutary  object  of  the  Body,  for  the  advancement  of 
the  welfare  of  our  beloved  Church,  In  hope  that  they  will  also  contribute  all  In 
their  power  for  the  support  of  our  Dutch  Reformed  Church  In  this  portion  of 
the  world;  on  which  business  the  Rev.  Messrs.  J.  R.  Hardenbergh,  Isaac  Rysdyk, 
Isaac  Blauvelt,  and  Benjamin  Du  Bols  are  appointed  a  committee. 

4.  With  respect  to  the  appointment  of  one  of  the  ministers  as  Instructor  of  the 
Students  In  the  Inspired  languages.  Dr.  Hermanns  Meyer,  Minister  at  Pompton 
and  Totowa,  Is  appointed  thereto. 

[On  May  19,  1785,  Dr.  Livingston  delivered  his  Inaugural  Address,  as  Synod  Pro- 
fessor of  Theology,  In  an  elegant  oration.  In  Latin,  In  the  old  Dutch  Church  In 
Garden  street.  New  York  City.  The  topic  was  "The  Tbdth  of  the  Christian 
RsLioiON."  He  began  with  a  happy  reference  to  the  results  of  the  Revolution ;  then 
the  Importance  of  religion  to  the  nation.  He  then  gave  a  general  view  of  all 
religion,  true  and  false.  He  then  treated  of  Natural  Religion,  and  Its  Insufllclency, 
and  of  Revealed  Religion,  as  necessary  to  salvation.  He  then  presented  arguments 
to  prove  that  the  Bible  Is  a  Divine  Revelation. 

This  Discourse  was  printed  at  the  time.  In  1876.  very  few  copies  could  be  found, 
and  it  was  suggested  that  It  should  be  reprinted  In  ''Centennial  Discourses."  This 
was  done  In  the  first  edition,  but  omitted  in  the  second  edition,  to  make  room  for 
an  Index.    E.  T.  C] 

Correspondence  From  America. 

The  Synod  of  Xcw  York  and  Xew  Jersey,  per  Kev.  Dr.  John  H. 
Livingston,  as  its  President,  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Oct. 
8,  1784.     Vol.  34,  page  94-97.     No.  39. 

Assumption  of  Ecclesiastical  Independence. 

Reverend  Gentlemen  and  dearly  beloved  Brethren: — 

Among  the  many  unspeakable  blessings  which  have  been  granted  us  by  the 
Lord,  such  as  his  bringing  the  war  In  our  land  with  all  Its  awful  consequences  to 
an  end,  and  giving  us  the  ability  to  entabllsh  our  dearly  purchased  liberties  upon 
a  firm  and  honorable  basis;  we  may,  nevertheless,  Justly  consider  the  preservation 
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of  his  Church,  and  the  restoration  of  our  spiritual  privileges,  the  most  Important 
of  them  all,  yea,  the  grandest  and  the  most  valuable.  We  have  again  been  pe^ 
mitted  to  assemble  with  all  our  membership,  in  delightful  security,  and  to  hold 
our  Ecclesiastical  Meetings  without  fear  of  being  disturbed  by  the  sword  of  t 
ruthless  enemy.  It  was  also  a  peculiar  pleasure  to  us,  at  our  reunion,  to  be 
honored  with  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  dated  July  21,  1783L 
This  was  received  with  special  delight,  as  the  first  fruits  of  peace,  and  an  on- 
mistakable  evidence  of  the  unbroken  attachment  and  love  of  the  Lord's  Oiorcb 
in  the  Netherlands  to  this  portion  of  his  Vineyard.  During  the  war,  when  our 
Ecclesiastical  Meetings  could  be-  but  partially  attended,  we  not  only  held  them 
every  year,  but  endeavored  also,  as  far  as  possible,  to  remember  our  hig^y 
esteemed  Church  in  the  Netherlands.  We  frequently  sent  letters  to  her,  althon^ 
as  we  feared  at  the  time,  none  of  them  were  received,  with  the  exception  of  one 
of  October,  (8),  1778. 

The  Acts  of  our  more  recent  Meetings  which  we  have  the  honor  of  forwarding 
to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  with  this  letter,  are  those  of  October,  17S3, 
May,  1784,  and  October,  1784.  From  these  you  will  learn  the  condition  of  our 
churches.  The  number  of  our  ministers  has  been  diminished  by  death,  since  the 
beginning  of  the  war.  We  are  the  more  grieved  at  this,  not  only  because  there 
were  eminent  men  among  them,  but  because  the  number  of  vacant  congregations 
has  thereby  been  increased.  However,  the  **ia^8URB8  and  thi  APPOiNTxaBis" 
which  we  have  now  made,  appear  in  our  judgment,  to  be  the  means  best  adapted, 
under  the  blessing  of  God,  to  heal  the  breaches  and  promote  the  future  prosperity 
of  our  churches.  They  are  such  measures  and  appointments  as  we  trust  will  meet 
with  the  unanimous  approbation  of  the  Church  in  the  Netherlands.  The  recogni- 
tion of  this  by  the  Very  Rev.  Synod  of  North  Holland  and  the  Rev.  Classis  of 
Amsterdam,  we  will  receive  with  great  satisfaction.* 

Inasmuch  as  our  Church  and  Doctrine  are  highly  esteemed  by  the  different 
Protestant  Denominations,  our  present  circumstances  and  relations  in  this  coontiy 
give  us  a  well-grounded  hope  that  we  will  be  able  not  only  to  provide  ministers 
for  our  own  churches,  where  they  are  lacking,  when  our  plans  shall  have  reached 
maturity,  but  also  serve  as  a  means  for  preserving  and  spreading  the  truth  and 
purity  of  doctrine,  among  other  Denominations.  However,  the  destructions  and 
dreadful  consequences  caused  by  the  war,  are  still  so  wide  spread  and  so  apparent 
among  us,  that  but  little  can  be  done  immediately  toward  the  accomplishment  of 
these  great  purposes.  We  are  obliged  to  wait  in  faith,  until  the  good  hand  of 
Him,  who  has  already  performed  so  many  wondrous  deeds  in  our  behalf,  shtll 
open  the  way  and  afford  us  the  necessary  assistance. 

There  have  been  no  changes  in  our  circumstances  or  names,  which  will  occasion 
even  the  least  change  in  our  love,  esteem  and  adherence  to  the  Church  in  the 
Netherlands,  or  cause  our  correspondence  to  languish.  On  the  contrary  we  will 
thankfully  acknowledge  every  year  the  receipt  of  the  Acts  of  the  Synod  of  North 
Holland,  and  we  prefer  to  continue  to  receive  them  through  the  kind  hands  of  the 
Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam;  for  we  know  from  long  experience  how  much  care  and 
labor  and  love,  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  has  bestowed  upon  our  churches 
We  also  engage,  on  our  part,  punctually  to  observe  the  now  renewed  Correepoa* 
deuce,  being  willing  not  only  to  communicate  the  state  of  our  churches  here,  and 
all  our  circumstances,  which  we  will  do  with  the  greatest  pleasure:  but  we  will 
also  gladly  receive  the  wise  counsels  of  our  esteemed  brethren.  We  will  also 
ever  open  arms  and  affectionate  hearts  the  oppressed  children  of  Zion  who  ma; 
flee  to  our  Pella. 

May  the  Lord  preserve  the  brave  inhabitants  of  the  Netherlands  from  fnrthei 
sorrows,  and  In  mercy  forbid  the  fires  of  war  from  causing  new  desolations  amoos 
them.     May  He  bless  the  Church  of  the  Netherlands,  and  cause  truth  and  pof* 

•These  ** Measures  and  Appointments'*  involved  very  much.  The  *'Qeneral  Meet 
ing"  or  "Body"  now  assumed  the  name  of  "Synod,"  which  had  been  a  matter  of 
earnest  debate  for  many  years;  and  the  "Particular  Bodies"  assumed  the  name  of 
"Classes."  A  "Professor  of  Theology"  was  now  appointed  bv  the  Synod,  without 
further  correspondence  on  the  subject.  The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  would  understand 
from  the  perusal  of  the  Acts  of  the  American  Synod  sent  them,  that  complete  inde- 
pendence  was  now  assumed,  yet  the  statement  in  this  letter  is  coucdied  In  Bost 
courteous  terms.    "The  recognition  of  this  by  the  Rev.  Synod  and  Classis  we  will 

receive  with  great  satisfaction   "    "There  have  been  no  changes  in  our  cl^ 

cumstances  or  names  which  will  occasion  the  least  change  in  our  love,  etc" 
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religion  to  IncreaBe  and  become  eyer  more  triumphant.  May  He  bless  the  Very 
Bey.  Synod  of  North  Holland  and  the  Rey.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  and  make  all 
onr  hearts  glad  with  good  tidings  concerning  His  precious  Zion  on  all  the  different 
Continents. 
Herewith,  we  have  the  honor  to  remain  with  true  brotherly  love  and  due  regard. 
Highly  Esteemed  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  and  well-wishing  Brethren, 

O.  N. 
J.  H.  Livingston,  Eccleslastes  Neo  Eboraco,  et  Synodi  Deputatus. 
New  Tork,  Oct.  S,  1784 

See,  however,  the  ani(Wer  to  this  letter,  dated  Jan.  10,  1786,  in  which  the  Clastls 
of  Amsterdam  still  addresses  the  American  Synod  as  an  *' EScdeslastical  Assembly,*' 
and  not  as  a  *' Synod."  This  produced  some  sensitiveness,  but  the  mode  of  addreM 
was  subsequently  changed. 

Ordination  of  John  McDonald.     Nov.  8,  1784. 

The  presbytery  of  New  York  ordained  John  McDonald  a  minister  of  the  gospel, 
and  he  was  at  the  same  time  Installed  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Al- 
bany. He  was  the  third  pastor  of  that  church,  and  it  was  during  his  ministry 
that  the  edifice  was  erected  for  that  congregation  on  the  corner  of  South  Pearl 
and  Beaver  streets,  now  occupied  by  a  society  of  Congregationallsta — Albany 
Ckixette,  Nov.  8.  1784.    Munsell's  Annals  of  Albany,  Vol.  11.  p.  202. 


The  Episcopal  Church  After  the  Revolution. 

In  1784  an  Episcopal  Conference  was  held  at  New  Brunswick, 
N.  J.  at  which  delegates  from  many  of  the  surviving  churches  of 
the  Middle  States,  met,  to  reorganize  the  "Society  for  the  Relief 
of  the  Widows  and  Orphans  of  Clergymen."  The  question  of  an 
American  Episcopate  naturally  came  up,  when  they  learned  that 
Dr.  Samuel  Seabury  of  Connecticut,  had  been  elected  Bishop  in 
1783,  and  had  sailed  for  England  for  consecration.  A  larger 
Conference  was  soon  held,  in  which  seven  States  were  represented, 
and  it  was  recommended  that  a  GENERAL  CONTENTION  be 
called,  to  meet  in  Philadelphia,  Sept.  27,  1785.  In  preparation 
for  this,  a  (Diocesan)  Convention  for  the  State  of  New  York  was 
held  on  Jime  22,  1785.  At  this  there  were  present  five  clergy- 
men, Rev.  Samuel  Provoost,  rector  of  Trinity,  with  his  two  as- 
sistants. Rev.  Abram  Beach  and  Rev.  Benjamin  Moore;  Rev. 
Joshua  Bloomer  from  the  United  Parishes  of  Jamaica,  Newtown 
and  Flushing,  Long  Island ;  and  Rev.  John  H.  Rowland  of  Staten 
Island.  There  were  also  present  eleven  laymen.  This  meeting 
did  nothing  but  to  elect  delegates  to  the  General  Convention. 

The  second  Diocesan  Convention  was  held  in  St.  Paul's  Chapel, 
New  York  City,  in  May  1786.     A  report  was  made  of  the  Gen- 
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eral  Convention  at  Phfladelphia  in  1785,  and  a  copy  of  a  revised 
"  Book  of  Common  Prayer  "  was  laid  before  the  House.  An  ad- 
journed session  was  held  in  June,  when,  out  of  respect  to  the 
English  Bishops,  the  consideration  of  the  revision  of  the  "  Book 
of  Common  Prayer  "  was  postponed. 

At  the  General  Convention,  1785,  Rev.  Samuel  Provoost  waa 
recommended  as  first  Bishop  of  New  York.  He  was  endorsed, 
as  such,  by  the  New  York  Diocesan  Convention  of  1786.  This 
Convention  closed  its  labors  by  instructing  its  delegates  to  the 
next  General  Convention,  not  to  consent  to  any  act  that  may  imply 
the  validity  of  Dr.  Seabury's  ordinations.  This  requires  some  ex- 
planation. Bishop  Seabury  had  been  consecrated  at  Aberdeen, 
Scotland,  on  Nov.  14,  1784,  by  three  Scottish  Bishops  and  had  re- 
turned to  Connecticut  in  June,  1785,  about  the  time  of  that  New 
York  Convention.  He  had  playied  an  active  pro-British  part  dm^ 
ing  the  war,  which  had  made  him  very  obnoxious  to  his  country- 
men. He  was  still  drawing  half  pay  as  a  retired  British  Chap- 
lain. This  made  him  very  unacceptable  to  the  Bishop  elect  of 
New  York.  For  years  Bishop  Provoost  refused  to  recognize 
Bishop  Seabury.  The  vote  not  to  recognize  his  oflScial  acts  was 
probably  passed  by  the  aid  of  the  laity,  for  the  most  of  the  clergy 
sympathized  with  Seabury.  It  was  not  until  1787  that  Seabury 
took  his  seat  in  the  General  Convention,  and  not  \mtiri792  that 
Seabury  and  Provoost  were  brought  together,  just  before  the  con- 
secration of  Bishop  Claggett.  Then  Bishop  Seabury  consented  to 
pay,  and  Bishop  Provoost  to  receive  the  visit,  which  etiquette  en- 
joined upon  the  former  to  the  latter. 

The  difficulties  in  the  way  of  consecration  of  American  Bishops 
by  Bishops  of  the  Church  of  England  having  been  removed,  Drs. 
White  and  Provoost  sailed  for  England  and  were  consecrated  in 
Lambeth  Chapel,  Feb.  4,  1787.  The  next  day  they  started  for 
home,  and  arrived  on  Easter  Sunday,  1787,  ninety  years  after  the 
Charter  granted  to  Trinity  Church.  Large  accessions  to  the 
Episcopal  churches,  by  confirmation,  were  soon  made.  In  1791, 
fourteen  clergy  were  on  the  rolls  of  the  diocese  of  New  York. 
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But  the  clouds  again  descended  and  settled  down  darker  than 
ever.  The  prophecy  was  often  made  that  the  Episcopal  Church 
in  America  could  not  survive  more  than  a  generation.  Continued 
disputes  with  England  revived  feelings  of  hostility  against  this 
branch  of  the  Church.  Bishop  Provoost  also  was  more  of  a 
scholar  than  an  ecclesiastic.  He  was  not  even  present  at  the  im- 
portant Convention  of  1789.  He  resigned  his  position  as  Kector 
of  Trinity  in  1800,  and  his  office  as  Bishop  in  1801. 

QuEEOj^s  College. 

Ifomination  of  Kev.  Dr.  J.  H.  Livingston  as  Professor  of  Theology 

also  in  Queens  College,  May  10,  1786. 

Extracts  from  the  Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Qoeens  College  In 
Kew  Jersey,  convened  at  New  Brunswick,  May  10th,  1785. 

Extracts  from  the  Proceedings  of  the  Rev.  Synod  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Churches 
In  the  States  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  holden  in  the  years  1773  and  1784, 
were  read,  containing  the  9th,  13th  and  16th  articles  expressing  the  sense  of  the 
Rev.  Synod  on  the  Professorship  in  this  Institution,  on  the  impracticability  of 
removing  it  from  its  present  establishment  in  New  Brunswick,  recommending  to 
the  trustees  a  diligent  attention  to  its  interests,  and  promising  their  aid  in  pro- 
curing an  augmentation  of  its  funds.  Whereupon  the  Board  entered  into  the  fol- 
lowing  determinations: 

1.  That  an  Immediate  increase  of  the  funds  of  this  College  ought  to  be  attempted 
ty  every  possible  exertion,  as  on  that  principally  its  continuing  in  existence  depends. 

2.  That  upon  the  union  of  the  Dutch  Churches  for  the  support  of  this  Institution, 
and  their  agreeing  to  promote  subscriptions  among  themselves  for  the  increase  of 
Its  funds,  it  will  be  highly  proper  for  this  Board,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Rev. 
Synod  to  call  immediately  some  well-qualified  person  to  be  Professor  of  Divinity 
and  the  President  of  this  College. 

3.  That  this  Board  are  ready  and  willing  to  comply  with  the  several  requisitions 
of  the  Rev.  Synod,  holden  in  the  year  1773,  respecting  the  Professorship  of 
Divinity  in  this  Institution,  and  the  binding  themselves  to  refund  the  money  re- 
ceived from  the  State  of  New  York,  in  case  it  shall  be  employed  for  the  support 
of  any  other  Professor  of  Divinity  than  those  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church. 

4.  That  the  Rev.  Johannes  M.  Van  Harlingen,  the  Rev.  Simon  Van  Artsdalen 
and  Mr.  John  Schureman  be  a  Committee  to  recommend  the  interests  of  this 
Seminary  to  the  Rev.  Synod  at  their  next  meeting;  tliat  they  assure  them  of  the 
earnest  wishes  of  this  Board  to  promote  an  Institution  so  happily  calculated  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  In  America  in  particular,  and  the  good 
of  society  in  the  general,  and  that  the  said  Committee  be  authorized  to  agree  with 
the  Rev.  Synod  upon  a  plan  best  adapted  to  secure  the  necessary  augmentation  of 
the  funds,  to  nominate  persons  approved  by  the  Synod,  to  set  on  foot  and  promote 
subscriptions  In  the  several  Dutch  congregations,  or  elsewhere  in  America,  and 
that  upon  the  Rev.  Synod's  concurrence  and  adoption  of  any  effectual  plan  for 
raising  money  for  the  use  of  this  Institution  to  Inform  them  that  this  Board  liave» 
upon  mature  deliberation,  resolved  to  nominate  the  Rev.  Johannes  H.  Livingston* 
D.  D.,  as  Professor  of  Divinity  and  President  of  Queens  College,  and  that  upon 
this  nomination  receiving  the  approbation  of  the  Rev.  Synod,  and  upon  such 
measures  being  adopted  for  the  increase  of  its  funds,  as  will  probably  be  attended 
with  success,  they  will  proceed  to  call  him  to  those  stations  in  the  Institution. 

James  Schureman, 

Clerk  of  the  Board. 
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Synod  of  Kefobmkd  Dutch  Churches  in  New  York  and  New 

Jersey,  May  17-20,  1786. 

Extraxjts. 

Fraternal  Correspondence. 

The  President  reported,  that  by  reason  of  certain  occnrrencefl,  the  gentlemoi 
composing  the  committee  had  been  unable  to  do  anything  on  the  sabject,  bat  that 
he  had  had  some  personal  conversation  with  members  of  both  Synods,  the  sob' 
stance  of  which  he  communicated  to  the  Rey.  Synod ;  whereupon  the  Rev.  Body» 
after  mature  deliberation  upon  that  important  subject,  passed  the  following  reso- 
lutions, which  must  be  regarded  as  the  foundation  of  all  further  negotlatl<»s  la 
relation  to  it,  viz : 

*1.  That  there  shall  be  no  Intermixing  or  confounding  of  the  two  distinct 
ecclesiastical  communities,  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  each  ecclesiastical  communloo 
shall  continue  to  retain  Its  distinct  Ecclesiastical  Assemblies  of  Consistories^ 
Classes  and  Synods. 

2.  That  the  stamdards  as  solumnly  subscribed  among  us,  as  also  our  Pundsr 
mental  Articles,  shall  be  preserved  untouched,  and  In  no  respect  exposcMl  to  tbe 
danger  of  being  violated  or  at  all  varied  from. 

3.  That  in  said  negotiations,  these  our  standards,  without  ecclesiastical  obligatios 
to  the  same,  be  frankly  made  known  to  the  brethren  of  the  other  church  oob- 
munions,  and  at  the  same  time,  the  members  of  our  committee  endeavor  to  procure 
from  these  brethren  mentioned  the  grounds  or  criteria  of  their  distinct  ecclesiastical 
organization,  in  order  to  arrange  the  mode  and  measure  of  the  intended  corre- 
spondence and  fraternal  neighborship  according  to  those  grounds  respectively. 

4.  That  upon  the  supposition  that  each  ecclesiastical  communion  retain  its 
peculiar  policy,  this  Rev.  Body  have  nothing  further  in  view  in  the  aforesaid 
correspondence,  than  a  closer  union,  in  order  to  the  promotion;  of  the  general 
Interest  of  the  Protestant  Churches  in  this  country,  mutual  incitement  to  the 
preservation  of  the  purity  of  the  Reformed  faith  and  holiness  of  life,  and  the 
warding  ofT  and  preventing  of  divisions,  schisms,  and  other  irregularities. 

5.  That  the  Rev.  Body  regard  the  solumn  subscription  of  the  standards  In  the 
respective  churches  as  exceedingly  profitable  and  highly  necessary  for  the  preser- 
vation of  purity  and  doctrine,  and  in  order  to  excite  and  cherish  mutual  confidence 
between  brethren  of  the  same  neighboring  churches,  and  are  thtrefore  desirous 
to  perceive  the  same  In  the  principles  of  the  forcmentioned  brethren. 

Further,  the  same  gentlemen,  appointed  a  committee  on  this  subject  at  the  last 
meeting,  are  continued,  with  this  change — that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Eilardus  Westerlo, 
Minister  at  Albany,  and  Mr.  Jno.  Schuurman,  Elder  from  Brunswick  quarter,  be 
added  to  them,  and  that  the  ministerial  brethren  each  bring  an  Elder  from  hU 
quarter  to  be  associated  with  them. 


Funds. 

There  were  presented  to  the  Body  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Simon  Van  Arsdalen.  ai 
appointed  with  Mr.  Jno.  Schnrraan,  by  the  honorable  Tnisteos  of  Queens  College, 
to  advance  the  Interests  of  that  university  in  the  Rev.  Synod,  extracts  from  the 
minutes  of  the  honorable  Trustees  of  Queens  College,  containing  resolutions 
respecting  the  state  of  that  Seminary,  and  provisional  means  for  its  preserva- 
tion and  promotion;  showing  especially  that  the  detriment  experienced 
by  its  funds  in  the  course  of  the  war  demands  Immediate  endeavors 
to  restore  them,  in  order  that  the  Institution  may  be  kept  In  operation; 
as  well  as  their  readiness  to,  unite  with  this  Rev.  Ecclesiastical  Body,  In  accordance 
with  the  stipulations  of  the  years  1773  and  1774,  in  relation  to  the  residence  and 
Presidency  of  the  Professsor  of  Sacred  Theology,  provided  this  Rev.  Body  coold 
afford  them  the  prospect  of  suflQcIent  means  to  support  the  same.    After  mature 
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deliberation,  this  Rev.  Body  reply  In  relation  to  the  residence  of  the  Professor,  that 
in  accordance  with  their  resolutions  upon  the  subject,  the  extreme  necessities  of 
the  case  have  compelled  them  to  deviate  somewhat  from  their  plan,  in  relation  to 
the  residence  of  said  Professor,  framed  in  connection  with  the  honorable  gentlemen 
the  Trustees,  as  ordained  in  said  Acts ;  and  that  it  appears  to  them  at  present 
impracticable  so  to  enlarge  said  funds  that  the  proceeds  of  the  same  can  support 
their  professors  in  a  manner  suitable  to  their  station;  but  that  this  Rev.  Body 
would  fain  see  said  funds  at  present  so  increased,  that  the  College  might  not  only 
be  maintained,  but  advanced  to  a  higher  state  of  prosperity,  which  would  probably 
contribute  greatly  to  the  securing  of  a  more  general  collection.  And  although  the 
present  state  of  our  churches  renders  it  critical  for  ministers  to  dwell  much  In 
their  respective  congregations  upon  money  matters,  the  brethren  shall  seek,  as  far 
as  prudence  with  respect  to  parochial  relations  permit,  to  secure  such  contributions 
from  particular  wealthy  friends,  as  the  honorable  Trustees  may  see  fit  to  attempt; 
and  the  Deputati  of  this  Rev.  Body  are  directed  at  the  first  opportunity  to  furnish 
to  the  honorable  gentlemen,  the  Trustees,  a  copy  of  this  resolution. 

As  regards  the  General  Punds,  the  Rev.  Body  further  defer  the  consideration  of 
that  subject. 


Professorship. 

« 

The  Rev.  President  reported  that,  in  the  city  of  Schenectady,  some  disasters 
relative  to  the  school  to  be  established  at  that  place  had  prevented  the  scheme 
from  being  carried  into  eftect;  wherefore  the  matter  of  a  Seminary  at  that  plaee 
is  further  intrusted  to  the  gentlemen  appointed  on  the  committee. 

In  relation  to  the  Professorship  of  Sacred  Theology,  the  Rev.  Body  have  had  the 
satisfaction  of  beholding  the  Rev.  Professor,  J.  H.  Livingston,  publicly  assume 
that  office,  with  a  learned  and  elegant  dissertation  in  the  old  Dutch  Church  in 
New  York. 


Day  of  Fasting  and  Prayer. 

The  Rev.  Body  contemplating  with  intense  grief  both  the  pressing  necessities  of 
the  Church,  which  is  not  only  marked  by  a  profound  decline,  by  reason  of  a  great 
lack  of  knowledge,  faith,  and  decided  holiness  of  life,  associated  with  marked  un- 
fruitfulness  of  the  Word  of  God  in  producing  genuine  conversion,  but,  in  addition, 
is  still  called  to  mourn  over  the  scarcity  of  pastors  and  teachers,  with  an  accom- 
panying dearth  of  means  of  grace,  and  also  the  sad  condition  of  our  land,  in  which, 
besides  ordinary  sins  and  iniquities,  the  prevailing  transgression  of  the  Lord's  holy 
commandments,  free-thinking  and  even  absolute  denial  of  the  existence  of  God, 
together  with  numerous  horrible  errors  and  corrupt  forms  of  religion  obtain,  accom- 
panied with  Divine  Judgments  and  visitations,  which,  in  some  places,  rest  upon 
the  Increase  of  the  earth,  and  other  evils  which  aflSlct  the  land,  regard  it  in  the 
highest  degree  necessary  solumnly  to  set  apart  a  day  for  fasting  and  prayer,  to  be 
observed  in  our  respective  congregations  on  Thursday,  the  sixteenth  day  of  June 
approaching,  to  humble  ourselves  upon  the  same  before  the  tremendous  majesty  of 
Ood,  and  with  hearty  confession  of  our  sins  and  guilt,  to  pour  out  our  souls  before 
the  Most  High  God,  with  ardent  and  persevering  prayers  and  supplications  that  it 
may  please  him,  in  the  riches  of  his  grace,  to  wash  away  the  sins  of  the  land  and 
the  church,  by  the  blood  of  the  great  Mediator  of  the  Covenant,  Jesus  Christ,  to 
sanctify  and  remove  his  Judgments,  to  pour  out  his  Spirit  for  the  fructifying  of 
the  word  and  the  conversion  of  many  sinners,  and  deliver  his  beloved  Church  from 
her  need,  and  grant  to  her  many  pastors  and  teachers  after  his  own  heart,  who 
shall  feed  the  flock  of  God  with  knowledge  and  understanding,  and  thus  raise  the 
Church  from  her  deep  decline  to  a  desirable  and  blessed  state  of  spiritual  beauty 
and  f^itfulness,  in  order  that  she  may  again  be  enabled  to  praise  his  holy  name; 
that  he  show  himself  a  God  who,  upon  the  united  prayers  of  his  servants  and 
children,  does  good  to  Zion.  and  builds  the  fallen  walls  of  the  spiritual  Jerusalem. 

i5n 
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Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

1785,  July  18th.  Art.  11.  Letters  have  been  received  from 
New  York  containing  news  of  the  churches  (kerkstdaat),  and 
expressing  the  desire  to  continue  in  correspondence  with  the  Clas- 
sis of  Amsterdam,     xv.  332. 

Synodalia.  Art.  49  ad  49.  Inseratur  the  information  from 
our  Committee  ad  res  Exteras  concerning  New  York  and  New 
Jersey,     xv.  341. 

Synod  of  North  Holland,  Hbij)  at  Hoorn,  July  26-Auo.  4, 

1785. 

Article  50. — New  York  aj^d  New  Jersey. 

Tbelr  Hon.  MIghtineBses,  the  corresponding  delegates,  the  Depatles,  and  the 
Clasflls,  rejoice  with  thanksgiving  over  the  report  which  the  Classis  of  AmsterdaiB 
has  brought  In  regarding  those  churches,  and  which  is  of  the  following  Import : 

The  Rev.   Classis  of  Amsterdam  has  received  from  New  York  a  letter,  signed, 
Oct  8,  1784,  by  John  H.  Livingston,  minister  at  New  York,  and  Deputy  of  the  Synod, 
together  with  the  Acts  of  the  Convention  held  there  In  Oct.  1788,  May  1784  and 
Oct.  1784.     A  list  Is  given  of  the  organized  churches,  as  also  of  the  ministers,  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  that  Rev.  Assembly.     From  this  Register  It  appears  that  there 
are  nearly  one  hundred  organized  churches,  fifty-three  of  which  are  provided  with 
the  ministry  of  the  Holy  Gospel.     Many  of  the  vacant  churches  are  large,  in  num- 
bers, and  in  good  circumstances,  and  In  all  there  Is  manifest  a  yearning  desire  for 
the  Word  of  the  Living  God.     From  age  and  other  causes,  several  of  the  mlnitters 
will  probably  not  be  able  to  engage  In  the  work  of  the  Lord  much  longer.     Bectote 
of  the  recent  sad  war,  the  number  of  accessions  (of  ministers)  Is  very  small,  and 
consequently  the  lack  of  ministers  has  rather  Increased.     There  are  not  more  thin 
two  candidates  to  supply  the  existing  need.     For  the  first  two  years  no  new  acce»- 
slons  of  candidates  for  the  sacred  ministry  are  to  be  expected,  while  those  sufferin; 
churches  find  their  danger  and  distress  daily  becoming  greater,  partly  through  the 
lack  of  prophesylngs,  and  partly  by  the  mighty  influx  of  errors — liberalism  and  all 
sorts  of  Irrellgion,  which  are  breaking  forth  everything  in  that  country.     The  new 
colonizations,   which,   in   the  different   States  of  that   country,   are  already  taking 
place,  and  are  daily  on  the  increase,  are  offering  the  most  desirable  opportunities 
for   the   dxtension  of  the  Church   and   the   spread   of  tbe  pure  doctrine  of  grace, 
especially  as  a  considerable  number  of  families   and  persons   In   those  movementi 
belong  originally  to   the  Reformed   Church,  and  are  heartily  loyal   to  it ;  so  that, 
with  tbe  blessing  of  God,  the  number  of  churches  might,  possibly,  within  a  short 
time,  be  doubled.     This  would  certainly  be  the  case,  If  there  were  ministers  wh<»n 
the  Assembly  could  employ  among  them  as  missionaries,  and  supply  with  suffldeot 
means  of  support. 

The  Assembly  at  New  York,  having  received  a  letter  fropi  the  Rev.  Classis  of 
Amsterdam,  dated  July  21,  1783,  and  the  Acts  of  the  Rev.  Synod  of  North  Holland, 
expresses  its  thanks  therefor,  and  lives  in  the  hope  that.  In  this  time  of  peace,  b7 
God's  gracious  blessing,  the  correspondence,  which  has  by  the  long  continued  war 
been  for  a  long  time  Interrupted,  may  be  resumed  and  continued  without  interrap* 
tion. 

They  mention,  moreover  that  the  Rev.  John  H.  Livingston,  Doctor  of  Sacred 
Theology,  and  minister  at  New  York,  has  by  the  Assembly  been  appointed  Professor 
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of  Sacred  Theology  at  New  York,  and  Rev.  Hermanns  Meyer,  MliAster  at  Pompton 
and  Totowa,  is  to  Instruct  the  students  In  the  Sacred  Languages. 

And,  inasmuch  as  the  Rey.  Assembly  finds  it  necessary,  for  maintaining  the  in- 
structlon  of  the  youth,  that  certain  funds  will  have  to  be  proyided,  beyond  what 
little  there  is  on  hand,  either  at  home  or  abroad;  and  since  it  could  not  well 
undertake  to  attend  to  that  matter  at  this  meeting,  the  consideration  of  the  matter 
was  postponed  to  another  Meeting.  But  there  is  reason  to  hope  that  the  Patherland 
also  will  offer  a  helping  hand  in  this,  and  his  Excellency,  the  United  States  Am- 
bassador from  Holland,  has  expressed  himself  not  unfavorably  concerning  it,  the 
Rev.  Assembly  has  agreed  to  ask  the  Rev.  Mr.  Livingston,  on  some  suitable  occasion, 
to  communicate  to  his  Excellency  the  state  of  the  churches  and  the  schools ;  if, 
perchance,  this  might  open  a  door  for  obtaining  from  the  Patherland  a  support, 
for  the  more  efBcient  prosecution  of  the  work  undertaken  for  the  building  up  the 
churches  and  the  schools  there. 


Synod  of  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  New  York  and  New 

Jersey,  Oct.  4-7,  1785. 

Extracts. 
Professorship. 

The  committee  relative  to  the  Seminary  at  Schenectady  are  continued. 

Funds. 

This  matter,  so  far  as  it  has  reference  to  Queens  College,  is  left  in  the  state 
mentioned  in  Article  VIII.  of  the  last  Synod;  but  as  regards  the  remainder  of 
that  article,  relative  to  collections  abroad,  this  Rev.  Body  conclude  to  make,  at 
present,  no  determination. 

Fundamental  Articles. 

The  Rev.  Particular  Bodies  have,  in  accordance  with  the  ordinance  of  the 
General  Body  of  the  6th  October.  1784,  unanimously  adopted  the  name  of  Classis, 
for  reasons  mentioned  and  under  accompanying  restrictions,  and  fully  approved 
of  that  of  Synod  as  given  to  the  General  Body. 


Ecclesiastical  Incorporation. 

Since  it  has  become  further  apparent  to  the  Rev.  Body  that  there  are  highly 
objectionable  features  in  the  Act  of  Ecclesiastical  Incorporation,  passed  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York,  the  Rev.  Body  determine  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee both  for  the  congregations  in  the  State  of  New  York  and  those  In  New 
Jersey,  to  solicit  of  the  Supreme  Magistrates  of  the  respective  States  the  right 
and  privilege,  by  means  of  an  Act,  or  change  of  Act  or  Acts  already  passed,  to 
Incorporate  the  Ecclesiastical  Societies  of  the  same  according  to  the  State  and 
Constitution  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Churches,  and  agreeably  to  the  manner  and 
mode  in  which  some  of  the  same,  as  those  of  New  York  and  Albany,  Hackensack, 
New  Millstone  and  others,  have  already  been  long  actually  Incorporated.  As  the 
committee  are  appointed,  Dr.  Eilardus  Westerlo,  Doct.  and  Prof.  J.  H.  Livingston, 
Dr.  Is.  Blauvelt,  Dr.  D.  Romeyn,  and  Dr.  J.  R.  Hardenbergh,  for  the  State  of 
New  York;  Drs.  Hermanns  Meyer,  Solomon  Frolich  and  Simon  Van  Arsdalen  for 
New  Jersey.  The  Rev.  Committee  are  directed  to  avail  themselves  of  all  such 
means  for  obtaining  the  end  as  they  shall  Judge  serviceable  thereto. 
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Fraternal  Correspondence, 

The  commissioners  report  that  they  met  the  committee  of  the  other  two  mea- 
tloned  Synods,  and,  with  them,  formed  certain  rules  for  the  maintenanee  of  mntoil 
correspondence;  but.  since  the  minutes  of  said  meeting  are  not  yet  drawn,  they 
cannot  make  a  particular  report.  The  commission  is  continued  untll  the  not 
Synod,  and  a  copy  of  their  Minutes,  as  well  as  of  those  of  the  Synod,  Bhall  be 
famished  to  the  respective  Classes  as  soon  as  possible,  at  the  expense  of  Synod. 

English  Psalms. 

The  Rev.  Body  judge,  that  since  in  many  of  our  congregations  Divine  serriet 
must  be  performed  in  the  English  language,  it  will  be  necessary  hereafter  to 
make  some  regulations  upon  this  subject,  but  defer  the  same  for  the  present. 


Rev.  John  IIitzema,  Minister  Emeritus  of  New  York,  to  thb 
Olassis  of  Amsterdam,  Dec  10,  1785.     Vol.  34,  Pages  112- 
120.     Referred  to.  Vol.  25,  P.  36. 

Addressed: 

To  the  Very  Rev.,  Very  Learned  Gentlemen,  the  Deputati  ad  res  exteras,  of 
the  Classls  of  Amsterdam. 

Very  Rev.  Sirs,  Fathers  and  Brethren: — 

I  received  by  what  has  always  seemed  to  me  to  be  a  wonderful  and  adorable 
providence  of  God,  my  portion  in  the  ministry  for  the  upbuilding  of  the  Netherland 
Church.  Many  of  your  Revs,  are  also  not  ignorant  of  the  fact,  that  I  generally 
had  no  small  part  in  the  diflacultles  which  occurred  in  the  church,  thinking,  as  I 
did,  that,  if  our  churches  were  to  continue  to  exiSt  under  another  (Civil)  Govern- 
ment, it  would  be  necessary,  on  the  one  hand,  to  preserve  the  Privileges  granted 
to  us,  and  on  the  other,  to  adhere  inviolably  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
For,  without  those  things,  the  purity  of  our  Doctrine,  according  to  the  Synod  of 
Dordrecht,  could  not  be  preserved,  nor  could  good  order  be  maintained. 

Our  church  in  the  Province  of  New  York,  was,  according  to  the  Peace  of  Bredi, 
(1667)  as  I  understand  it,  not  a  merely  tolerated,  but  an  Established  Cliurch.  It 
obtained  before,  and,  especially  during,  my  time,  Privileges  which  were  refused 
to  others.  This  made  "  Dissenters  "  envy  us.  This  was  particularly  the  case  with 
the  Presbyterians.  Although  this  could  not  be  said  of  all,  yet  the  best  of  these 
Presbyterians  were  one  with  us  in  the  Fundamental  Doctrines.  These  were  also 
always  seeking  Union  with  us  in  order  thus  to  secure  our  churches  with  their 
properties.  The  growth  of  the  English  language  and  the  decrease  of  the  Dutch  lo 
many  places  contributed  not  a  little  toward  such  ends.  And  now  I  find  that 
what  was  feared  in  connection  with  civil  independence,  will  be  sure  to  come 
about  in  the  Church,  and  that  the  purity  of  Doctrine  will  also  come  to  an  end. 

As  for  me,  I  was  compelled  to  ask  for  my  release  (form  active  duties)  and  I  am 
now  living  at  the  good  old  age  of  seventy-seven  in  peace,  in  the  country.  I  ctOi 
therefore,  quietly  commend  to  God  the  cause  of  His  (Hiurch,  as  I  daily  do  in  my 
prayers.  But,  since  the  departure  of  the  British  troops  from  New  York,  and  tlie 
taking  possession  of  the  city  by  our  troops,  so  many  things  have  been  changed  ia 
church  affairs,  in  respect  of  myself  as  well  as  of  some  of  the  brethren,  that  I 
find  myself  In  conscience  bound  before  God  to  give  your  Revs,  some  informttloii 
with  regard  to  these  things. 

To  begin  with  myself.  With  the  consent  of  my  Consistory,  in  April  1776,  wheo 
New  York  was  besieged,  1  took  flight  with  my  family  to  the  country,  at  first 
thirty  miles  distant.  However,  after  a  two  years*  stay,  there,  I  was  surrounded 
by  the  (hostile)  army  again.  In  my  place  of  refuge,  so  that  I  narrowly,  and  with 
much  loss,  escaped  up  the  River,  to  Klnderhook.  a  place  about  145  miles  from 
New  York,  where  the  minister  (Fryenmoet)  had  died  the  year  previous. 
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Finally,  after  Independence  from  Great  Britain  had  been  secnred,  I  Intended  to 
return,  with  mine,  to  New  York.  Fortunately,  not  far  from  where  I  lived  there 
was  a  part  of  my  old  fugitive  church.  Among  them  were  two  counselors,  three 
deacons,  etc.  I  thought  best  to  visit  In  October,  for  the  purpose  of  considering 
what  course  I  would  better  take  by  December,  when  the  city  was  to  be  sur- 
rendered. I  scarcely  dare  make  mention  of  that  meeting,  because  It  ended  In  my 
being,  with  positive  violence,  turned  out  of  my  lawful  church,  and  In  the  depriva- 
tion to  the  church  of  its  old  minister,  who  was  still  desired  with  tears  by  hun- 
dreds. I  had  come  within  ten  miles  of  my  journey's  end,  when  I  met  a  man, 
formerly  one  of  my  deacons,  to  whom  I  revealed  the  object  of  my  journey.  He 
told  me  confidentially,  that  a  plot  was  laid  against  me  to  keep  me  forever  out  of 
my  church,  and  to  give  me  some  support,  annually,  that  I  might  end  my  days  in 
the  country.  That  led  me  to  step  down  from  my  wagon  and  turn  into  his  house, 
where  he  told  me  everything  he  knew.  I  then  set  before  him  my  right  and  duty, 
as  the  oldest  minister,  according  to  our  Charter  from  King  William;  the  tenor  of 
the  grants  to  the  church,  which  I  had  In  my  possession,  and  the  reasons  why  I 
thought  all  this  to  be  Impossible,  especially  as  the  persons,  to  whom  I  was  going, 
were  my  best  friends,  my  first  catechumens,  with  whom  I  never  had  had  a  dis- 
pute; yea.  In  regard  to  whom  I  dared  to  boast  that  they  would  have  had  their 
eyes  plucked  out  rather  than  see  that  any  harm  came  to  me,  etc. 

This,  however,  put  me  on  my  guard.  I  preached  the  day  following,  with  much 
pleasure  and  inspiration,  to  a  portion  of  my  old  congregation  whom  I  liad  not 
seen  for  seven  years,  besides  others  of  the  place.  After  the  sermon,  I  was  at 
once  Invited  to  dinner  by  one  of  the  counselors.  This  Invitation  I  accepted,  on 
condition  that  In  the  evening,  at  the  other's  house,  I  must,  with  a  view  to  my 
object,  have  a  conversation  on  the  "  state  of  aflfalrs."  This  took  place,  lasting  till 
late  at  night.  Everything  passed  off  In  a  friendly  spirit;  and  any  one,  who  did 
not  know  what  had  been  told  me,  would  have  said — "  There  Is  a  company  of 
people  of  one  mind."  One,  however,  dropped  a  word  which  I  took  up.  It  was 
about  the  Charter  and  what,  according  to  Its  express  language,  I  was  expected  to 
do,  with  four  elders  and  four  deacons.  He  answered  me:  "  Domlne,  our  Charter 
is  of  no  value.  We  ought  to  have  a  new  one,  now  that  the  legislative  power  rests 
with  us.  We  can  get  one  just  as  we  like."  To  this  I  replied:  "  Sir,  If  we  do 
that,  we  annul  every  Instrument  and  writing  of  ours,  many  of  which  I  myself 
sealed  with  the  seal  of  our  Corporation;  and  you,  Sir."  said  I  to  the  other,  "  will 
then  lose  £2000  holding,  as  you  do,  an  obligation  from  the  Church  to  your  Honor's 
father,  for  the  completion  of  our  North  Church,  with  the  seal  of  the  corporation 
npon  It.'*  Whereupon  at  once  a  deep  silence  occurred.  In  the  end,  the  result 
was  that  one  said: —  '*  Next  week  I  will  go  to  New  York  and  see  how  matters 
stand  there  and  bring  report."  This  took  place.  At  the  same  time  I  was  informed 
that  they  would  take  possession  of  the  churches,  residences,  etc.;  that  the  journey 
was  too  great  for  me  In  the  winter;  that  my  costly  house  was  unfit  to  live  In, 
etc.;  that  It  would  be  made  habitable  again,  and  then,  with  the  first  sailboats, 
I  might  come  down  with  my  family. 

What  happened  meanwhile?  On  the  10th  of  February  (1785)  certain  elders  and 
deacons  come  together  and  send  me  this  arbitrary  action : —  "  My  service  is  no 
longer  needed.  There  are  not  more  than  twenty  or  thirty  people  who  are  any 
longer  In  favor  of  Dutch.  The  welfare  of  the  Church  demands  English  services, 
and  it  would  not  be  agreeable  for  me  to  preach  to  so  few.  They  allow  me  half 
of  my  salary  for  life.  I  can  live  on  that  In  the  country,  but  not  in  the  city.  An 
action  of  similar  import  they  would  send  to  my  colleague,  de  Ronde." 

Thus  I  and  Rev.  de  Ronde  were  deposed  by  five  elders  and  seven  deacons;  the 
Cliarter  in  the  matter  of  our  calls  was  nullified,  together  with  all  the  acts  of  the 
Consistory  respecting  us.  At  once  I  was  convinced  in  reference  to  the  plot  revealed 
to  me ;  and  the  meaning  of  the  remark,  *'  Our  Charter  Is  of  no  value,"  etc.  I 
reflected  on  the  matter.  I  searched  the  writings  and  the  acts  of  the  Consistory, 
which  were  In  my  possession,  took  counsel  with  good  friends,  considered  time  and 
circumstances  and  my  advanced  years,  and  concluded  that  It  was  best  to  get  an 
honorable  release,  without  entering  Into  a  dispute  with  them  as  to  the  justice  of 
the  case,  seeing  that  I  would  find  little  help  In  the  gate.  I  then  sent  my  daughter's 
husband  to  New  York,  to  treat  with  them  on  moderate  terms.  I  requested  to  be 
made  Minister  Emeritus,  with  a  release  from  administrative  duties  in  the  Church, 
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In  which,  I  knew,  I  could  not  agree  with  them.  I  expressed  my  wllUngnesi  to 
preach  (in  Dutch)  to  the  few  who  yet  remained,  ai  long  as  I  could  be  (^  use  to 
them.  Only  I  requested  that  my  house  should  be  glyen  back  to  me,  and  I  would 
have  It  repaired  for  £400.,  so  that  It  would  be  good  enough  for  me;  the  interest 
on  which  amount,  I  would  pay  as  long  as  I  lived ;  and  that  then  I  would  agree  to 
their  proposition.    The  last  of  those  terms  was  utterly  refused  to  me. 

My  colleague,  de  Ronde,  hearing  of  this,  thought  that,  as  I  was  Emeritus,  he  was 
now  the  oldest  minister,  and  must  necessarily  come  into  his  rights,  according  to 
the  Charter.  He,  therefore,  took  another  course  and  demanded  the  payment  of 
arrears  in  salary  for  so  many  years.  Wanting  to  make  sure  of  his  rights,  be 
preached  once  and  again  to  the  congregation.  The  Consistory  refused  to  give  more 
salary  tiian  before.  Out  of  this  he  had  to  liire  his  own  house,  which  would  now 
take  at  least  half  his  salary.  The  church  being  unable  and  unwilling  to  contribute 
anything  of  account,  he  was  finally  glad  to  come  in  on  my  terms,  etc. 

The  church,  however,  was  dissatisfied  at  our  being  thus  thrust  out.  Many  of 
the  old  Dutch  people  came  back  to  the  city,  demanded  their  rights,  and  wanted 
their  ministers  back.  I  was  particularly  desired  by  many;  and  was  informed,  from 
time  to  time,  by  others  of  a  report  spread  concerning  me,  to  the  effect  that  through 
age,  1  had  become  unintelligible,  and  that  I  had  myself  given  up  the  work,  tho 
real  reason  being  kept  concealed.  I  found  myself  obliged  to  come  down,  last  May, 
and  to  show  what,  by  the  grace  of  God,  I  could  do,  and  at  Kinderhook  had  beea 
doing  every  Sunday.  The  result  was  that  I  put  my  enemies  to  shame.  I  preached 
to  a  full  church  so  intelligibly  that  every  one  declared  that  they  had  never  heard 
me  do  better. 

Whereupon  every  one  desired  that  I  should  come  back  to  the  city.     They  would 
provide  a  residence  for  me.     Requests  were  made  by  the  Consistory.     These  wanted 
me  back  so  much  that  two  of  the  elders  even  begged  me,  with  tears  in  their  eyes, 
and  left  me  no  rest  until  I  promised  that  I  would  come  back.     They  would  provide 
a  house  for  me.  and  see  to  it  that  I  had  a  living.     I  did  make  the  promise  on  the 
condition  that  1  would,  Indeed,  preach,  catechize,  etc.;  but,  as  Minister  Emeritus, 
1  would  take  no  part  in  the  church-management;  for  I  knew  what  the  Consistory's 
object  was,  and  that  as  I  would  not  be  able  to  consent  to  that,  I  would  be  In  con- 
stant difficulty  with  them.     If  then,  at  their  request,  the  Consistory  should  call 
me  back,  I  would  be  at  their  service  again,  as  long  as  I  was  able.     I  went  home 
expecting  nothiug  else  than  that  I  should  return  to  the  city  late  in  the  summer. 
But  the  oppressors— permit  nie  to  use  the  expression — of  the  Dutch  Church  Infla- 
enced  them  to  such  an  extent  that  they  would  not  get  my  house  repaired  for  the 
£400,  the  Interest  on  which  1  was  willing  to  pay  as  long  as  I  lived;  whereas  they 
have  now  repaired  it  at  a  cost  of  £1*200.,  after  the  similitude  of  a  palace,  for  Dr. 
Livingston;  so  that  It  is  now  derisively  called  "The  Palace  of  the  Dutch  Bishop." 
Besides  that,  they  have  promised  him  £500.,  a  year,  whereas  we  never  had  more 
than  £300;  and  1  only  £200,   with  a  free  residence;  whereas  the  Doctor,  (Living- 
ston), as  also  his  deceased  colleague,  Laldlle,  were  called  on  a  pure  Bubscrlpt'on, 
and  without  any  claim  whatever  on  the  property  of  the  Dutch. 

Oh!  how  happy  1  am  that,  in  my  old  age,  I  may  live  in  peace  in  the  country, 
and  minister  to  a  small  church  with  satisfaction,  although  I  get  little  more  for 
my  labor  than  free  residence,  fuel  and  light.  An  attempt  has  now  been  made  to 
pacify  the  Church  by  Inviting  to  Its  pastorate  a  minister  from  Ilolland,  becauflo. 
amid  many  murmurlngs,  the  Dutch  services  had  come  to  a  complete  standstill,  etc 

On  the  same  track  have  now  followed  those  of  Long  Island,  also,  in  their  treat- 
ment of  Ilev.  Van  Siuderen.  Reiug  a  country  man  of  mine,  I  paid  him  a  visit 
once,  and  found  him  outside  of  a  parsonage,  living  with  his  children.  He  quickly 
brought  out  a  letter,  written  to  him  by  his  Consistory  In  the  same  style  as  ours; 
"We  need  your  services  no  longer,  etc.;  but  will  give  you  £50  annually."  At  thi» 
he  burst  out  In  tears,  "What  wickedness!  what  violence!"  I  cheered  him  up" 
much  as  1  could,  for  he  was  involved  in  the  same  fate  as  myself.  "How  fortu- 
nate we  are"  I  said,  "that  we  have  been  discharged  with  honor!  Now  there 
remains  for  us  nothing  else  than  to  get  discharged  from  everything  else,  and  to 
make  firm  our  foundations  upon  Jesus,  and  through  Him  to  await  a  bless«^ 
Eternity!  Look  at  your  unfortunate  colleague,"  I  said,  "whom  they  have  deposed, 
etc.,  "Kev.  Kubel;  while  I  do  not  take  his  part  at  all,  I  hold  that  he  has  been 
treated  In  an  unecclesiastical  and  unscrlptural  manner;  because,  for  reasons  wblcn 
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he  gaye,  he  refused  to  appear  before  their  Assembly,  and  was,  therefore  deposed. 
In  my  time,  too,  we  have  had  two  or  three  miserable  cases;  bnt  we  labored  to 
restore  the  erring  with  meekness  of  wisdom,  and  pnt  hardly  any  one  under  censure. 
Now,  on  some  charge  or  other,  what  the  truth  of  the  matter  is,  I  leave  in  its  place, 
summarily  to  depose  this  man,  who,  as  long  as  I  have  known  him,  wa«  always  a 
sober  and  temperate  man,  is  the  first  of  the  ministers  who  came  here  from  Nether- 
land,  (7)  (**de  eerste  van  de  predikanten  die  nit  Nederland  is  overgekomen"?)  and 
is  the  son  of  a  noble  father,  and  has  a  brother  who  is  still  living,  I  say,  it  seems 
to  me  to  indicate  that  here  they  are  inclined  to  bear  with  no  one,  unless  he  is  an 
American. 

I  add  yet  another  instance.  The  Assemblies  which  are  now  called  "Synods" 
and  "Classes"  have  made  Dr.  Livingston  and  Dr.  Meyer,  Professors;  the  former 
in  Theology  and  the  latter,  in  Languages.  Although  they  have  neither  an  Academy 
nor  students,  they  have  passed  a  resolution  tbat  no  one  shall  be  admitted  for 
examination,  unless  he  has,  for  a  certain  time,  been  under  the  instruction,  first  of 
Doctor  Meyer,  and  then  of  Professor  Livingston.  Last  year  it  happened  that  a 
certain  Snyder,  (Schneyder)— that,  I  think,  is  the  man's  name— who  came  here  dur- 
ing the  war,  and  supported  himself  by  giving  instruction  to  children,  made  himself 
known  to  the  Ministers,  Kock,  Doll  and  Oebhard.  who  reside  in  my  vicinity.  These 
advised  him  to  study  diligently  the  Systems  of  Braumius  and  Burman.  According 
to  the  account  which  I  received  from  those  gentlemen,  he  made  himself  at  home  in 
those  works.  As  the  Church  of  Schoharie  had  lost  its  minister,  and  knew  of  no 
one  who  was  conversant  with  the  German  language,  and,  having  suffered  much 
during  the  war,  was  unable  to  invTte  a  minister  from  Germany,  this  man  was 
recommended  to  it,  was  invited,  and  gave  such  satisfaction  that  the  church  was 
willing  to  call  him,  in  case  he  could  secure  a  license.  He  went  with  an  elder  to 
New  York,  a  Journey  of  170  miles.  On  their  return,  they  stopped  at  my  house, 
and  gave  an  account  of  wbat  had  occurred.  They  said  to  me  that  his  request  for 
license  had  been  refused  him;  that  he  had  addressed  the  Assembly  in  Latin,  offer- 
ing himself  for  examination  in  Latin  or  German.  He  told  me  that  no  one  had 
answered  him;  the  Professor  was  not  present,  and  he  thought  that  no  one  of  the 
Illustrious  Assembly  knew  Latin.  So  he  might  as  well  go  on  and  edify  the 
Church  as  well  as  be  could.  Now  I  hear  that  he  Is  again  refused,  and  has  gone  to 
Philadelphia  to  be  ordained  there. 

Now,  Very  Rev.  Sirs  and  Brethren,  I  must  take  notice  of  yet  another  thing- 
something  of  which  a  gentleman  Informed  me  a  week  or  two  ago.  It  was  this; 
that  in  the  month  of  May,  at  New  York,  he  had  read  a  letter  from  the  Deputatl  ad 
res  exteras  to  Doctor  Livingston,  in  which,  among  other  things,  a  complaint  was 
made,  and  a  wish  of  the  Classis  was  expressed.  The  complaint  was  made  of  the 
withdrawal  from  the  Classis:  and  the  wish  was  that  the  Classis  might  be  kept 
informed  of  the  state  of  the  church,  here,  etc.  that  he,  accordingly,  went  to  the 
Doctor,  who  is  from  Amsterdam,  and  proposed  to  him,  that,  as  a  matter  of  neces- 
sity, all  the  ministers  should  convene  together,  to  consider  the  condition  of  the 
church,  as  it  had  suffered  much  by  the  war,  and  to  ask  for  assistance;  and  that  he 
received  for  an  answer,  that  he  was  quite  competent  to  do  that  alone,  as  he  had 
sufficient  infiuence  in  Holland.  What  was  done  I  do  not  know;  nor  do  I  expect  to 
make  inquiry  concerning  it,  because,  receiving  no  hearing  when  I  was  working  to 
please  (the  Classis)  I  shall  certainly  not  be  listened  to  now. 

I  experienced  a  new  proof  thereof  when  I  was  in  New  York,  and  his  Excellency, 
the  Ambassador  Van  Berkel,  in  conversation,  said  to  me  that  I  had  been  treacher- 
ously and  shamefully  treated— a  man  who  had  served  so  long  with  honor,  and  who 
was  still  so  strong  and  spry.  "Domlne,  you  have  missed  It,  you  ought,  willing  or 
n'ot,  to  have  come  In  and  maintained  your  rights,  and  those  of  the  Dutch  Church. 
Then  everything  would  have  been  well.  I  would  have  helped  you,  etc."  Bogging 
leave,  I  asked  his  Excellency  in  reply,  whether  he  did  not  know  that,  at  that  time, 
there  was  no  place  for  me  to  lay  my  head.  My  house  had  been  mined  by  the 
enemy.  My  church,  aware  that,  early  In  the  spring,  I  would  come  down,  set  the 
carpenters  to  work,  to  fit  up  a  couple  of  rooms  by  that  time.  But  the  Consistory 
ordered  the  work  to  be  stopped.  They  did  not  want  to  have  the  house  repaired. 
Your  Excellency  was  not  there;  and  do  you  not  see  how  my  colleague,  de  Ronde, 
fared?  I  knew  with  whom  I  had  to  deal.  When  It  became  known  that  I  had 
talked  with  his  Excellency,  some  asked  me  what  It  was  he  told  me.     I  answered 
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little,  but  they  objected  at  once  that  "he  had  no  business  to  concern  himself  about 
our  Church.  If  he  wants  a  minister,  then  the  States  of  Holland  should  send  him 
one.  They  knew  what  they  had  to  do."  etc.  I  might  point  out  other  Instances  of 
pride  In  the  Doctor.  He,  arrayed  in  his  fine  toga,  daily  parades  the  streets,  aod 
ascends  the  pulpit;  neglects  to  catechize,  and  Instruct  the  youth,  saying  he  has  no 
time  for  that.  The  pretension  is  made  that  they  are  members  of  the  Netherlaiid 
Reformed  Church;  but  the  foundations  upon  which  that  church  stands,  and  whSek 
distinguishes  It  from  others—little  care  is  taken  of  them.  What  a  Laodioeu 
condition  I 

1  live  here  at  a  place  five  miles  from  the  North  River,  twenty  miles  from  Albanj, 
and  fourteen  miles  from  Clavarack.  No  public  worship  is  conducted  here  except 
by  myself.  I  have  lived  here  as  an  exile  for  nearly  eight  years.  Too  little  I  haft 
concerned  myself  about  the  condition  of  the  Church;  for,  from  time  to  time,  I 
expected  to  return  to  my  own.  I  was  not  wholly  idle,  however.  I  preached  once 
every  Sunday,  when  the  weather,  in  some  degree,  permitted,  and  catechised  usoallj 
In  the  afternoon.  The  great  slackness,  however,  especially  as  regards  the  Utter 
work,  as  also  the  lack  of  books  for  Instruction,  tbe  Compendium  being  the  only  ose 
I  had,  sometimes  discouraged  me.  I  cannot  find  male  members  enough  to  chance 
the  Consistory,  which  I  have  only  done  twice  in  all  tbls  time.  I  asked  my  Coniit- 
tory,  because  I  expected  to  go  away,  to  go  through  the  entire  district  of  tills 
locality  to  secure  a  subscription  for  a  young  minister.  They  came  back  and  oooU 
not  make  out  £60,  and  that  only  in  promises;  while  a  minister  who  has  ever  is 
small  a  family  needs  £200,  if  he  is  to  live  with  any  respectability.  Wherenpoa 
I  felt  myself  in  conscience  bound  before  God,  seeing  that,  while  I  get  no  compen- 
sation for  my  work,  I  receive  enough  from  New  York  to  live  on,  to  continue  hers 
as  long  as  I  can  be  of  any  use.  I  think  that  in  the  region  between  Claverack  and 
Albany  there  must  be  in  the  neighborhood  of  1000  families,  purely  Dutch — that 
being  the  language  usually  spoken  In  them.  Their  religion,  for  the  most  part, 
consists  solely  in  presenting  their  children  for  baptism  in  the  Dutch  Church. 
I  tbink  I  have  baptized  800  here.  Four  ministers  would  have  work,  if  they  oouM 
only  find  their  living.  I  have  undertaken,  with  an  elder,  to  go  round  In  one  part 
of  the  congregation  for  a  couple  of  days,  and  hope,  when  the  snow  falls,  to  do  m 
in  other  parts  with  a  sleigh;  in  order  to  let  the  people  know,  at  their  houses,  the 
way  of  salva'tlon.  which  they  either  cannot  or  will  not  hear  about  in  public.  For 
their  Houls,  I  consider  now  are  laid  to  my  charge.  Oh!  that  I  might  yet  cause 
some  to  awake  out  of  the  snares  of  Satan.  Then  the  Lord  would  show  sae  for 
what  purpose  I  am  staying  here. 

I  think  now,  very  Rev.  Sirs,  that  I  have  said  enough  to  those  who  understand. 
Much  Rs  I  have  desired  to  continue  among  my  own  to  the  end.  the  Lord  has  set  me 
to  rest  in  this  way.  Even  if  they  were  now  willing  to  restore  me  to  my  former 
state.  I  find  that  my  shoulder  is  too  weak  to  bear  that  burden.  I  am  waiting  for 
the  reward  of  grace,  with  the  forgiveness  of  all  my  many  weaknesses. 

Although  I  am  not  conscious  of  having  written  one  word  that  is  beside  the  tmth, 
I,  nevertheless,  hope  that  no  occasion  will  be  given  me  for  defending  it.  I  do  not 
know  but  that  a  deposition  might  result. 

Thus  I  close  this  letter,  wishing  for  Jehovah's  blessing  upon  your  Revs,  persons 
and  weighty  ministries.  May  He  who  dwelt  in  the  Burning  Bush  be  with  tbe 
Church  of  Netherland  and  shed  His  light  and  grace  upon  your  Ecclesiastical  Assem- 
blies! And,  although  I  do  not  expect  that  your  long  continued  efforts  here  wUl 
bear  much  fruit,  my  desire  is,  nevertheless,  that  your  Very  Revs,  may  persevere  in 
contributing  your  share. 

I  am,  very  Rev.  Sirs,  Fathers  and  Brethren  in  Christ, 
Your  Revs,  obedient  servant  in  the  Lord, 

Joannes  Ritzema,  Minister  Emeritus  of  New  York. 

residing  at  Kinderhook  in  North  America. 
Kinderhook,  Dec.  10,  1785. 

P.  S.  While  I  have  no  personal  object,  I  shall  be  exceedingly  pleased  to  be 
favored  with  an  answer.  I  know  that  the  Judge  stands  at  the  door,  and  says  ti 
me,   "Be  thou  faithful  unto  death!" 
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1786 

The  Classis  of  Am8tesi>am. 

1786,  Jan.  10th.  A  letter  to  New  York  was' read  and  approved, 
and  will  be  sent  with  the  Acts  of  the  Synod  of  1785  and  1786. 
XV.  353. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Rev.  Ecclesiastical  Assembly  of  New  York  and 
New  Jersey,  Jan.  10»  1786.     Vol.  82,  page  01.     No.  64. 

Very  Rev.  Sirs  and  Much  Respected  Brethren: — 

In  due  time  we  received  ^onr  Revs,  esteemed  letter  of  Oct.  8,  1784,  together  with 
the  Acts  of  yoar  Revs.  Assemblies,  held  at  New  York,  October,  1783,  May,  1784, 
and  October,  1784,  for  the  transmission  of  which  we  thank  yon. 

We  gladly  learned,  that  among  the  priyilegea  which  your  Revs,  are  now  per- 
mitted to  enjoy,  this  was  one  of  them : — that,  as  It  had  pleased  Qod  to  cause  the 
War  In  your  land,  with  i^l  its  terrible  consequences  to  cease,  and  to  restore  to  you 
a  delightful  peace,  your  Revs,  were  also  permitted  to  come  together  in  peace  and 
brotherly  love.  May  the  God  of  peace  grant  your  Revs,  the  perpetual  enjoyment 
of  this  privilege. 

It  touched  us  to  learn  that  the  number  of  ministers  In  the  churches  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  your  Revs.  Assembly  is  small,  and  that  It  Is  to  be  feared  that 
matters  will  grow  still  worse;  and  that  the  supply  Is  far  short  of  satisfying  the 
demand.  With  you,  and  also  for  you,  we  pray  that  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  would 
send  forth  laborers  into  His  harvest.  It  would  give  us  Joy,  if  capable  and  pious 
candidates  or  ministers  showed  a  disposition  to  fill  up  the  ranks  of  the  ministry  In 
that  country. 

It  grieves  us  that  your  Revs,  have  reason  to  complain  because  of  the  mighty 
flood  of  errors,  the  free-thinking,  with  all  the  different  kinds  of  irreliglon  which 
are  breaking  forth  everywhere  In  your  country.  May  God  grant  your  Revs,  a 
double  measure  of  zeal  and  faithfulness,  to  watch  against  such  things ;  and  by  Hla 
Spirit,  may  He  make  your  Revs,  efforts  successful  for  the  removal  of  ail  destructive 
errors,  in  order  that  truth  may  triumph  over  falsehood,  and  the  members  of  the 
churches,  by  an  exemplary  walk  in  godliness,  establish  the  pure  Doctrine  of  the 
Truth. 

Your  Revs,  inform  us  also  that  very  Rev.  Gentlemen,  John  H.  Livingston,  has,  by 
the  Rev.  Assembly,  been  appointed  Professor  of  Theology  at  New  York,  and  that 
Eev.  Hermanns  Meyer,  Minister  at  Pompton  and  Totowa,  has  been  chosen  to  in- 
struct the  students  in  the  Sacred  Languages.  Our  hearts'  desire  is  that  the  All- 
snffldent  Jehovah  may  increasingly  furnish  both  men  with  all  needed  gifts  and 
graces  for  those  eminent  and  weighty  positions,  and  make  them  blessed  Instru- 
ments for  instructing  young  Nazarites,  who  shall  In  the  course  of  time  render 
truly  useful  service  to  the  Church  of  God. 

We  take  this  occasion  to  send  your  Revs,  the  Acts  of  the  very  Rev.  Synod  of 
North  Holland,  held  in  the  year  1784,  at  Amsterdam  and  In  the  year  1785,  at 
Hoom. 

Further,  Brethren,  let  us  take  heed  to  ourselves  and  to  the  flock  of  which  the 
Holy  Spirit  has  made  us  overseers.  Let  us  watch  and  pray,  waiting  for  the  com- 
ing of  our  Lord,  to  whom  we  shall  have  to  render  an  account  of  the  work  which  has 
been  committed  to  us,  in  order  that  we  may  have  boldness  and  be  not  ashamed  at 
His  coming.  May  the  glorifled  King  of  His  Church  be  ever  graciously  near  your 
Revs.  May  He  bless  your  Revs,  in  the  weighty  work  of  the  Sacred  Ministry.  Re- 
member us  in  your  prayers,  and  believe  that,  in  true  brotherly  love,  and  with  all 
respect,  we  call  ourselves. 

Very  Rev.  Sirs  and  Much  Beloved  Brethren, 

Your  Revs.  Obedient  and  well-wishing  Brethren, 
In  the  name  of  all. 


At  Our  Classical  Assembly,  Amsterdam,  Jan.  10,  1786. 

N.  B.     This  letter  is  sent  to  New  York  with  the  ship  called  "The  Philadelphia, 
Captain  George  Lower."  \ 
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1786 

Rev.  De.  John  H.  Livingston  to  Rev.  Dr.  Theodobic  Rombyn 

March  1786. 

Consistorial  Trusteeship  in  Dutch  Churches. 

"  The  business  of  our  Incorporations  I  found  was  not  properly  understood  bf 
some,  and  very  warmly  opposed  by  otbers.  The  Ideas  adopted  by  the  authors  of  the 
Incorporation  act,  were  to  keep  the  temporalities  of  all  churches  perfectly  distinct 
from  spirituals.  For  this  reason,  without  adverting  to  the  customs  or  discipline  of 
any  religious  denomination,  the  body  corporate  in  one  and  all  of  them  was  to  be 
formed  in  a  new  mode,  and  this  mode  be  adopted  by  every  congregation.  In  this 
plan  there  are  many  of  pur  great  folks  so  established  that  I  despaired  of  any  open- 
ing for  redress  in  our  case.  I  applied,  however,  constantly  to  some  leading  mem- 
bers in  both  houses,  and  at  last  obtained  their  consent  to  a  bill,  which  I  now  incloie 
to  Dr.  Westerlo,  who  is  requested  to  send  it  forward  to  you.  But,  even  as  to  this 
bill,  it  Is  suggested  to  me  that  it  will  be  insisted  upon,  and  probably  a  clause  for 
that  purpose  added  to  the  bill,  that  our  elders  and  deacons  shaU  be  chosen  at  larse 
by  the  people,  and  not  by  the  consistories,  as  at  present,  being,  as  they  say,  mote 
republican.  Should  this  last  be  urged,  I  would  rather  drop  the  whole  application,  u 
that  remedy  would  be  worse  than  the  present  disease,  and  would  infallibly  bring 
confusion  into  our  churches.  The  truth  is,  I  do  not  feel  anxious  to  bring  the 
business  forward  this  session.  However,  I  have  drawn  a  memorial,  and  sent  it 
with  this  conveyance  to  brother  Westerlo,  for  him  and  you  to  sign ;  and  if  jou 
both  Judge  it  is  best  still  to  push  the  mattex,  I  will  do  as  you  shall  direct.*' 

**  That  the  minister  or  ministers,  and  elders  and  deacons,  and  if,  during  any  time, 
the^e  be  no  minister,  then  the  elders  and  deacons,  during  such  time,  of  every  Re- 
formed Protestant  Dutch  Church  or  congregation,  now  or  hereafter  to  be  established 
in  this  State,  and  elected  according  to  t?ie  rules  and  uaaget  of  auch  chwrchea  witkki 
thU  State,  shall  he  the  trustees  for  every  such  church  or  oongregation," 

[Such  act  was  passed,  March  7,  1788.] 


The  Synod  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  Per  Rev.  Hee- 
MANUs  Meyer,  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  April  11, 
1786.    Vox..  34;  PP.  173-6.     No.  50. 

Very  Rev.  and  Very  Learned  Sirs  and  Much  Esteemed  Brethren : — 

A  long  time  has  elapsed  since  we  were  favored  with  letters  from  the  Very  Ker. 
Clasals  of  Amsterdam,  together  with  the  long  expected  Acts  of  the  very  Rev.  Synod 
of  North  Holland.  Inasmuch  as,  by  the  desired  peace,  navigation  has  again  been 
opened  between  us  and  the  esteemed  inhabitants  of  our  Fatherland,  so  that  it  li 
better  than  heretofore,  we  have,  therefore,  cherished  the  hope  that  our  co^ 
respondence,  which  was  Interrupted  by  the  war,  might  be  revived.  But  tliil 
for  a  long  time  now  we  have  awaited  In  vain  for  the  delightful  reports  from 
the  Church  of  the  Fatherland.  This  has  given  us  considerable  anxiety,  thhiUnc 
that  possibly  some  of  the  letters  may  have  got  lost.  The  last  letter  of  the  very 
Rev.  Classls  received  by  us  was  dated  July  21,  1783.  Since  that  time  we  btT* 
received  no  communications. 

We  have  the  honor  of  sending  herewith  to  the  very  Rev.  Classis,  and  througli  It, 
to  the  Very  Rev.  Synod  of  North  Holland,  the  latest  Acts  of  our  Synod,  wWch 
was  held  (In  New  York)  at  the  usual  time  last  year  (1785)  in  the  month  of  October. 
Before  that  we  had  held  an  extraordinary  meeting  in  the  month  of  May,  ^1785.  Tts 
Acts  of  this  meeting  also  we  would  herewith  send  to  your  Revs.,  but,  throngl* 
some  accident,  those  documents,  all  ready  for  transmission,  are  not  at  band,  w 
that  we  cannot  send  them  along  at  present.  As  soon  as  they  come  to  hand,  how- 
ever, we  shall  have  them  followed,  by  the  first  opportunity. 
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Fraternal  Correspondence  with  Other  Churches. 

Meanwhile,  as  the  matter  was  referred  to  Id  the  latest  Synodlcal  Acts,  (Oct.) 
we  can  Inform  your  Beys,  beforehand,  that  In  that  extraordinary  Synod  (of  May) 
the  foundation  was  laid  for  a  fraternal  correspondence  with  the  Scotch  Church  as 
well  as  with  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  this  country.  This,  oar  very  Rey.  Synod 
thought  might  be  useful  for  the  promotion  of  the  more  general  interests  of  (}od't 
Kingdom  and  Church  in  these  regions,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  a  desirable 
harmony  and  peace  among  one  another.  Extreme  care  was  taken,  however,  that 
our  church  shoald  avoid  any  particular  (byzendere)  Union  with  the  Brethrea 
mentioned,  so  far  as  the  different  Ecclesiastical  Assemblies  are  concerned ;  bat  we 
•hall  continue  to  stand  on  the  firmly  establiahed  Conikitution  of  the  Netherland 
Church. 

Laws  of  In(5orporation. 

We  also,  in  order  to  throw  light  on  the  X5th  Article  of  the  now  accompanying 
Acts,  (of  Oct.  1785)  thought  it  not  out  of  place  to  observe  that  our  Dutch  Church 
is  not  an  Established  Church  in  this  country,  but  is  just  like  all  the  other  Churches. 
For  that  reason  it  does  not  efijoy  any  particular  patronage  from  the  Ctovemment 
of  the  country.  Therefore  the  Rev.  Synod  has  deemed  It  necessary  to  employ  the 
proper  means  for  securing  a  law  providing  for  Ecclesiastical  Incorporations,  by 
letters  of  privilege  (privilegie  brleven-charters)  from  the  Government,  where  no 
such  law  (or  Charter)  already  exists.  This  was  done  in  order  that  the  ecclesiastical 
privileges,  rights  and  properties  (voorreKten,  regten  en  questeren.)  of  the  several 
congregations  may  thereby  be  protected ;  and  that  the  respective  Consistories, 
according  to  their  respective  oflSces  (amter)  may  be  enabled,  in  the  capacity  of 
consistories,  to  maintain  and  direct  the  Church,  and  church  affairs  and  properties, 
under  the  protection  of  the  laws  of  the  land.  As  also  to  get  the  (general)  law  of 
Church  Incorporation,  which  already  exists  in  the  State  of  New  York,  changed  and 
amended  in  points  wherein  it  does  not  accord  with  the  Constitution  of  our 
ecclesiastical  economy  (buishoudlnge.) 

We  hope  that  the  letter  sent  by  our  highly  esteemed  brother  Professor  Livingston, 
as  Deputatus  Synodi,  together  with  the  Synodlcal  Acts  of  October,  1783,  May,  1784 
and  October,  1784,  may  have  safely  gone  over,  and  been  well  received  by  the 
Classls. 

In  certain  respects,  our  church  Is  at  present  still  in  a  critical  condition.  Many 
churches  are  still  lying  exposed,  deprived,  as  they  are,  of  a  regular  preaching 
service,  both  from  a  Inck  of  Naznrites,  aud  through  having  some  of  the  ministers 
snatched  away  from  them.  In  our  schools,  however,  there  is  now  a  considerable 
number  of  young  men  who  are  getting  themselves  ready  to  study  for  the  ministry, 
and  also  some  who  are  actually  being  prepared  therefor.  This  leads  us  to  hope 
that,  with  the  help  and  blessing  of  God,  the  Church  will,  in  the  course  of  a  few 
years,  receive  help  and  illumination  through  them. 

As  we  count  it  a  privilege,  as  members  of  one  Body,  to  take  to  heart  in  our 
prayers  before  the  Throne  of  Grace  the  welfare  of  the  Netherland  CThurch,  so  it 
will  be  a  matter  of  Joy  to  us,  in  our  still  cramped  circumstances,  to  continue  to 
enjoy  the  intercession,  as  well  as  the  cooperation  of  our  esteemed  Sister-Church 
tn  the  Netherlands. 

May  the  Lord  bless  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam  and  its  several  members  and 
meetings!  May  He  be  a  pillar  of  cloud  by  day  and  a  pillnr  of  Are  by  night  to  the 
Assemblies  of  the  Very  Rev.  Synod,  as  also  to  all  the  dwelling  places  of  Mount 
Zlon  in  your  parts,  and  make  the  entire  CThurch  of  Netherland,  to  which  we  feel 
most  tenderly  attached,  a  Praise  in  the  whole  earth ! 

In  the  hope  of  receiving  before  long  good  tidings  from  your  Revs.,  we  have  the 
honor  of  remaining,  with  due  respect  and  brotherly  love,  Very  Rev.  Sirs  and 
Brethren,  Your  Very  Revs,  obedient  servants  and  brethren.  In  the  name  of  all, 

Hermanns  Meyer,  V.  D.  M.  d.  p.  t. 

Deputatus  Synodi. 
Pompton,  April  11,  1786. 
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in  the  establlBhment  of  the  Theological  Professorate.  This  Rev.  Body  further 
recommend  to  all  sach  students,  for  these  reasons,  if  It  be  not  convenient  for 
them  to  pursue  their  studies  with  the  Rev.  Professor  at  New  York,  at  least  to  do 
ao  with  the  Rev.  Lector,  unless  circumstances  In  particular  cases  should  render  It 
Impracticable,  of  which  the  Classls  to  which  such  students  belong  shall  judge.  In 
the  meantime.  It  Is  thought  fit  that  students  who  have  already  commenced  their 
•tudles  here  or  there  under  the  care  of  other  ministers,  should  be  permitted  to 
pursue  the  same,  and  be  required,  according  to  their  election,  to  place  themselvei 
onder  the  care  of  the  Professor  or  Lector  for  further  qualification,  or  for  tha 
investigation  and  approval  of  their  requirements.  In  order  to  be  admitted  to  exami- 
nation upon  their  testimony  and  recommendation.  Whereupon  the  Rev.  Body  pro- 
ceeded to  the  aforesaid  nomination,  and  unanimously  chose  for  that  purpose  the 
leftrned  Mr.  Hermanns  Meyer,  V.  D.  M.  at  Pompton  and  Totowa,  heretofore  ap- 
pointed Instructor  In  the  Hebrew  language,  In  the  hope  that  that  gentleman  will 
not  decline  this  additional  charge,  considering  that  it  is  not  yet  In  our  power 
otherwise  to  provide  for  the  proper  pursuit  of  those  studies.  The  Rev.  Body 
further  direct  the  Rev.  Deputatus,  Professor  Livingston,  in  the  name  of  this  Rev. 
Body,  to  announce  the  above  appointment  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Meyer,  In  a  reapectfol 
address  to  the  Rev.  Consistories  of  Pompton  and  Totowa,  and  to  request  of  tha 
same  to  lend  the  helping  hand  for  the  promotion  of  the  object  of  this  Rev.  Body, 
and  the  accomplishment  of  It  by  Mr.  Meyer. 


Fraternal  Correspondence. 

The  committee  of  the  Rev.  Body  on  this  subject  placed  upon  the  table  an 
account  of  their  transactions  with  the  committees  of  the  other  Synods,  Just 
received,  which  having  been  read  and  maturely  considered,  this  Body  perceive  no 
marked  objection  to  the  provisional  approval  of  them.  Yet  since  It  seems  to  this 
Rev.  Body  to  be  a  matter  of  such  weight  and  Important  relation  to  the  future, 
that  the  advice  of  the  respective  Classes  of  our  Church  should  be  taken  on  the 
subject,  before  the  Rev.  Synod  come  to  a  final  determination,  the  Rev.  Deputatl 
8ynodi  are  hereby  requested  without  fail  to  send  a  copy  of  the  above-mentioned 
proceedings  to  all  the  Classes.  The  Rev.  Qentlemen  composing  the  committee  are 
continued,  with  the  addition  of  Dr.  Henricus  Schoonmaker,  with  his  Elder,  who 
shall  make  a  full  report  during  the  sessions  of  this  Synod. 


Ecclesiastical  Incorporation. 

The  Rev.  Gentlemen  appointed  a  committee  upon  this  subject  reported  for  both 
of  the  States,  that  the  execution  of  their  commission  had,  by  unavoidable  hin- 
drances, been  thus  far  prevented,  but  that  they  had  made  decided  progress;  and 
placed  upon  the  table  a  copy  of  a  certain  petition  to  their  high  Excellencies,  the 
authoritiea,  together  with  a  correspondent  plan,  both  of  which  were  approved  by 
the  Rev.  Body;  who  also  ordain  that  a  committee  be  appointed  in  the  name  of 
this  Rev.  Body  to  subscribe  said  petition,  and  further,  according  to  opportunity, 
to  advance  the  object  with  the  Legislative  authorities  of  said  States.  As  members 
of  the  committee,  are  appointed  Revs.  J.  H.  Livingston,  E.  Westerlo,  ana  D. 
Bomeyn,  with  their  Elders,  for  the  State  of  New  York,  and  Revs.  J.  R.  Harden- 
bergh,  Frollch,  and  Meyer,  with  their  Elders,  for  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

1787,  Jan.  9th.     There  is  also  a  letter  from  New  York,  signed 
by  John  Casparus  Eubels,  dated  at  Flatbush,  Oct  17, 1786,  with  a 
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copy  of  a  document  showing  how  his  Reverence  had  been  treated 
by  the  American  Synod,  and  also  what  his  Reverence  has  done. 
In  this  letter  Domine  Rubels  expresses  repentance  for  his  conduct^ 
and  seeks  to  be  restored  by  the  Classis,  and  asks  for  some  informa- 
tion from  the  same.     xv.  408. 


The  Classis  of  Amste(edam  to  the  "Rex.  Church  Assembly  of 
New  York  and  New  Jersey,  April  2,  1787.  Vol.  32,  P. 
119,  No.  67. 

Very  Rev.  Sirs  and  much  respected  Brethren:— 

Your  Revs,  letter  of  April  11,  1786,  besides  the  Acts  of  yoar  Revs,  last  meetinf 
held  in  October,  1785,  came  duly  to  hand.  We  thank  you  very  much  for  them, 
and,  according  to  your  promise,  we  shall  early  look  for  the  Acts  of  your  Rert. 
Bxtraordinary  Assembly  held  in  May,  1785. 

We  are  sorry  that  your  Revs,  had  not  yet  received  our  previous  letter  of  Jan.  10, 
1780,  which  was  sent  with  the  ship  "The  Philadelphia",  Captain  George  Tower, 
accompanied  by  the  Acts  of  the  Synod  of  North  H(^land  held  at  Amsterdam,  1781 
and  at  Boom  1785;  as  also  by  the  report  of  our  having  received  your  Revs.  Acts 
of  October  1783,  May  1784  and  October  1784.  We  have  the  honor  of  forwardlnf 
to  your  Revs,  herewith  the  Acts  of  the  last  Synod,  held  at  Bnkhnysen,  1786.  Af 
we  are  very  much  concerned  for  the  pastorless  condition  of  many  of  your  churehesi 
our  wish  and  prayer  is  that  the  good  hope  which  your  Revs,  cherish  conceminf 
several  young  men  at  your  Revs,  schools,  may  be  abundantly  realised. 

We  truly  thank  your  Revs,  for  what  was  communicated  to  us  in  regard  to  i 
Union  of  your  Revs.  Assembly  with  the  Scotch  Church;  as  well  as  in  regard  to  an 
ecclesiastical  Incorporation  by  letters  of  Privilege,  etc.  because  the  English  Nethe^ 
land  Church  is  not  yet  established,  or  enjoying  the  patronage  of  the  government 
But,  as  we  can  form  no  well-founded  judgment  on  the  one  thing  or  the  other,  we 
desire  and  expect  that  all  necessary  prudence  and  faithfulness  will  be  observed  io 
these  weighty  matters,  so  that  the  real  good  of  the  Lord's  Church  may  be  promoted. 

With  a  prayer  for  the  Lord's  best  blessing  upon  your  Revs.  Assembly,  churches, 
persons,  ministry,  as  also  upon  your  families  and  all  that  Is  yours,  with  assuranct 
of  our  affectionate  greeting,  I  have  the  honor  of  calling  myself  with  much  respect 

Rev.  Sirs  and  Much  Beloved  Brethren. 

Your  Very  Revs,  obedient  servant  and  fellow-brother; 
In  the  name  of  all. 
At  our  Classical  Assembly,  at  Amsterdam,  April  2,  1787. 


Amendment  to  the  Charter  of  1754,  of  Kings  College, 
Changing  Its  Name  ;  Making  it  Unsectarian  ;  and  Appoint^ 
ING  A  Board  of  Trustees.     April  13,  1787. 

Extracts. 

An  Act  to  institute  an  University  within  this  State,  and  for  other  Purposes  therein 

mentioned. 

Passed  April  13th,  1787.  (Scss.  10.  ch.  82.  sec.  8,  9,  10,  11.     Qreenlears  Edit  vol  I 

p.  437.     Kent  &  Radcliff's  Edit.  vol.  IL  p.  336.) 
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Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Churches  in  New  York  and 
New  Jersey,  May  1-4,  1787.     Vol.  34,  PP.  307,  Seq. 

Extracts. 
Form  of  Call. 

BlDce  the  Key.  Synod  notice  that  some  calls  which  are  presented  at  this  table  do 
not  speclllcally  express  the  subordination  of  the  congregations  calling  the  ministers, 
and  of  the  ministers  called,  to  the  established  Classical  and  Synodic  Bodies,  which 
Is  yet,  for  weighty  reasons,  and  especially  the  observance  of  uniformity  in  the 
calls.  Judged  highly  necessary,  the  Rev.  Synod  decree,  that  a  commisson  be 
appointed  to  frame  a  general  Form  for  calls,  and  present  it  to  the  next  Synod,  In 
accordance  with  which,  when  approved,  calls  shall  hereafter  be  framed.  As  mem- 
bers of  the  commission  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Eliardus  Westerlow,  J.  H.  Livingston,  and 
Hermanns  Meyer  are  appointed. 

Fraternal  Correspondence. 

The  Deputatl  state  that,  by  insurmountable  obstacles,  they  have  been  prevented 
from  securing  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  the  committees  of  the  other  Synods,  and 
have  therefore  been  unable  to  furnish  them  to  the  respective  Classes;  but  that  they 
will  endeavor,  if  possible,  to  effect  this  object  before  the  next  Ordinary  Meeting. 


Incorporation  of  Churches. 

The  Kev.  Synod,  having  learned  from  the  Rev.  Prof.  J.  H.  Livingston,  that  there 
bas  already  been  presented  to  the  supreme  authority  of  the  State  of  New  York  a 
petition  for  the  Incorporation  of  Consistories  as  Trustees  of  the  property  of  the 
churches,  in  accordance  with  the  Constitution  of  the  Netherlands  Church,  but  that 
the  same  has  not  yet  been  answered.  Judge  that,  for  the  further  promoting  and 
effecting  the  object  of  said  petition,  there  shall  also  be  received  a  request  from  the 
respective  members  of  the  various  congregations,  to  be  presented  at  the  next  ses- 
sion. In  accordance  with  the  form  on  the  subject  drawn  and  approved  by  the 
present  Synodical  Meeting;  of  which  a  copy  shall  be  taken  and  presented  to  the 
respective  Classes,  that  the  same  may  be  subscribed  by  all  the  congregations  in  a 
uniform  manner,  before  the  coming  session  of  the  honorable  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  Mew  York,  in  such  way  as  the  respective  Consistories  shall  Judge  most  suitable. 


Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

1787,  July  21.  Synodalia.  The  Committee  ad  res  exteras  reported  concerning 
Kew  York  and  New  Jersey. 

Synod  of  Edam,  July  29-Aug.  7, 1787. 
Article  51. — New  York  and  Xew  Jersey. 

In  regard  to  New  York  and  New  Jersey  the  Commissioners  from  Amsterdam 
reported: 

1.  That  a  letter  had  been  received  from  there,  signed,  Pompton,  Oct.  26.  1786, 
written  by  H.  Mayer,  minister  at  Pompton  and  Deputy  of  the  Synod,  communicat- 
ing at  the  same  time  the  Acts  of  the  Christian  Synod  of  the  Netherland  Reformed 
churches,  existing  <ln  the  states  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  which  was  held  at 
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New  York.  Oct.  3  and  days  following,  1786.     The  Acts  were  signed  bj  J.  R.  Har- 
denberg,  president  and  da  Bols,  scribe. 

2.  There  had  also  come  to  hand  a  letter  from  Rey.  J.  G.  Robel  in  the  original;  u 
also  one  from  Rev.  Rltzema,  and  some  private  letters  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
Of  these  no  special  reports  could  be  given  as  yet,  since  explanations  on  suny 
matters  are  expected  later,  and  are  indeed  necessary. 


Lutheran  Church,  Albany. 

1787,  August:  The  trustees  of  the  Lutheran  church  recently  erected,  acknowl- 
edged the  receipt  of  donations  to  the  amount  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  two  ponndi, 
one  hundred  and  twenty  shillings  and  two  pence;  more  than  two  hundred  and  four- 
teen pounds  of  which  was  obtained  In  Albany  and  its  vicinity.  The  total  cost  of 
the  building  was  six  hundred  and  forty  pounds. 

— Munsell's  Annals,  Vol.  il.  p.  205. 


Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Churches  in  New  York  a5d 
New  Jersey,  Oct.  2-6,  1787.  Mints.  Classis  of  Amstebt 
DAM,  Vol.  34,  307,  Etc. 

Extracts. 
Letter  From  the  Reverend  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

The  Rev.  Deputati  Synodl  placed  upon  the  table  of  this  Rev.  Body  a  letter  froa 
the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  with  the  Acts  of  the  Synod  of  North  HoUand 
accompanying  It.  The  letter  having  been  read,  it  was  resolved,  that  the  Rcf* 
Deputati  Synodl  should  draw  up  a  definite  answer,  and  lay  that  answer  upon  tbe 
table  of  this  Rev.  Synod  before  Its  close.  The  Deputati  Synod!  are  hereby  also 
directed  now  and  henceforth,  at  the  first  opportunity,  to  place  upon  the  table  of 
this  Synod  such  parts  of  the  Acts  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  as  they  regard 
as  having  a  bearing  upon  and  advantageous  to  our  ecclesiastical  communion;  not 
to  the  neglect,  however,  of  communicating  In  the  speediest  manner,  according  to 
custom,  said  Acts  to  the  respective  Classes  and  the  members  of  the  same. 


Professorship. 

This  Article  having  been  read,  it  was  ordained,  that  although  the  respective  con- 
gregations, in  the  Judgment  of  this  Synod,  are  not  yet  in  condition  to  furnish  whoUf. 
or  in  part,  a  sufficient  salary  for  the  support  of  a  Professor,  yet  this  subject,  agree- 
ably to  the  Plan  of  Union,  should  be  kept  alive,  and  as  soon  as  possible  effected. 


Funds. 

The  Rev.  Body  have  heard  with  satisfaction,  from  the  Rev.  Members  who  are 
cognizant  of  them,  of  the  present  circumstances  of  Queens  College  and  other  acade- 
mies elsewhere  established,  and  cherish  an  ardent  desire  for  their  further  advance- 
ment, as  much  and  as  soon  as  possible,  in  accordance  with  former  Synodictl 
resolutions. 
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English  Psalmody. 

Tbe  Key.  Body,  eoDviiiced  of  the  necessity  for  another  and  better  yerslon  of  the 
Psalms  of  David,  than  the  congregations  as  yet  possess  In  the  English  language, 
which  Is  continually  Increasing  In  oar  churches,  to  be  used  for  their  benefit  In 
public  worship,  (no  congregation,  however,  to  be  obliged  thereto,  where  that  of  the 
New  York  Consistory  Is  In  use,)  have  determined  as  speedily  as  possible  to  form 
such  a  new  versiflcatlon  out  of  other  collections  of  English  Psalms  in  repute  and 
received  in  the  Reformed  churches.  As  a  committee  for  this  purpose  are  appointed 
the  Uev.  J.  U.  Livingston,  Ell  Westerlo,  William  Linn,  Jac.  R.  Hardenbergh,  D. 
Romeyn,  Sol.  Frolich  and  Is.  Blauvelt,  who  are  alRo  requested  to  engage  in  the 
work  with  all  practicable  speed,  and  lay  it  before  this  Synod  for  ecclesiastical 
approval. 


1787 


The  Synod  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey^  Per  Rev.  E. 
Westerlo,  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Oct.  5,  1787. 
Vol.  34,  PP.  272-5. 

Very  Rev.  Sirs  and  Highly  Esteemed  Brethren : — 

We  duly  received  your  Revs,  esteemed  letter  of  April  of  this  year,  and  have 
heard  it  read  at  our  present  Meeting  with  much  pleasure,  and  with  deep  gratitude 
for  your  Revs,  continued  affection  for  our  now  United  Church  in  this  country. 
Gladly,  therefore,  would  we  seize  the  first  opportunity,  as  we  hereby  do,  to  declare 
our  due  acknowledgement  therefor,  as  also  for  the  friendly  and  fraternal  trans- 
mission of  tbe  accompanying  Acts  of  tbe  very  Rev.  Synod  held  at  Bnkhuysen,  1786. 

From  the  minutes  of  the  Assembly  now  in  session,  which  we  have  the  honor  of 
sending  to  your  Revs.,  toother  with  those  of  the  extra  session  which  was  held 
here  in  the  spring,  (May.  1787.)  it  will,  to  your  Revs,  joy,  as  we  trust,  appear  that 
God  is  pleased  to  raise  up  more  and  more  of  our  young  men  to  be  Nazarites,  conse- 
crated and  fitted  for  the  ministry  of  the  Gospel  in  the  different  vacant  churches. 
With  regard  to  them  we  cherish  the  hope,  that  each  one  of  them  will,  according  to 
the  measure  of  the  Gift  of  Christ,  be  useful  and  profitable  to  the  Church  of  God. 

As  we  notice,  however,  that  the  Minutes  of  some  of  our  previous  Ecclesiastical 
Meetings  had  not  yet  reached  you,  we  take  the  liberty  of  giving  your  Revs,  some 
special  and  further  information  concerning  the  two  weighty  matters  which  your 
Revs,  letter  distinctly  refers  to. 


Correspondence  with  Other  Churches. 

First,  concerning  the  correspondence  of  our  Dutch  Synod  with  the  different 
Synods  of  the  i'resbyterians  and  the  Scotch  Seceded  Brethren.  Your  Revs,  will 
pl<»asr  understand  that,  neither  we,  nor  our  churches,  have  united  ourselves  into 
one  Ecclesiastical  Body  with  either  of  the  above-mentioned  churches  or  Synod  of 
those  Brethren  ;  but  have  rather  kept  ourselves  distinct  and  by  ourselves,  and  have 
had  in  mind  solely  the  opening  of  a  fraternal  correspondence;  in  order  that,  as 
neighboring  brethren,  we  may  dwell  together  in  unity,  and,  as  friends;  take  counsel 
with  one  another  in  love;  yea,  that  we  may  assist  one  another  in  preserving  the 
purified  Gospel  Doctrine,  and  in  more  successfully  carrying  out  the  ecclesiastical 
Discipline  in  our  different,  but  yet  neighboring  churches.  Just  what  progress  we 
have  made  in  this  matter,  tbe  Acts  of  our  Church  Assemblies,  when  received,  will 
sufficiently  show.  In  fact,  this  matter  has  not  yet  been  brought  to  completion;  but 
we  desire  with  all  our  heart,  that  our  fraternal  negotiations  with  one  another  may 
long  be  maintained  in  peaceful  confidence,  and  be  every  way  blest  for  the  attain- 
Bient  of  the  weighty  ends  above  mentioned. 

131 
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Laws  of  Incorporation. 

In  regard  to  the  incorporation  of  oar  churches.  In  general,  jonr  Reva.  will  pleaM 
understand,  that  our  respectlTe  authorities.  In  both  States,  have,  since  our  new 
Goyemment  came  In,  made  a  special  law,  providing  that  each  con^TBgation  of  all 
the  different  denominations  in  these  States— for  no  Church,  In  particular,  it  so 
established  Church  In  this  country— shall  have  the  liberty  to  Incorporate  ItseU;  la 
a  certain  fixed  way,  by  the  election  or  appointment  of  Trustees,  or  lianagen  of 
the  properties  and  Incomes  of  the  several  congregations  of  the  Churches,  (Eetfc- 
gemeente).  These  must  each  time  be  voted  for  after  the  lapse  of  certain  few  yean» 
and  always  by  every  person  belonging  to  the  congregation,  even  If  not  a  commonl- 
cant.  They  will  probably  for  the  most  part  be  distinct  from  the  existing  Consis- 
tories, which  until  now,  have  always  been  the  Trustees  in  our  churches;  and  whlcb, 
in  some  of  our  largest  churches,  wish  services  either  in  English  or  in  Dutch,  which 
among  us  is  looked  upon  as  all  the  same,  have  been  confirmed  in  these  their  rigbti 
by  Charters  under  the  former  government  of  the  country.  These  Charters  trCi 
indeed,  under  our  present  good  government,  still  In  full  force,  relative  to  Um 
churches  thereby  incorporated.  But  our  Synod  was  very  desirous  that  all  our  cos- 
gregatlons  should  be  put  on  the  same  footing  with  reference  to  the  possession  sad 
management  of  church  properties;  and  for  that  reason,  as  also  to  prevent  disagree- 
ment between  Consistories  and  Trustees,  as  well  as  l)etween  the  electors  of  ths 
last  named,  we  have  petitioned  the  High  Authorities,  by  way  of  an  appendix  to 
the  aforementioned  law,  or  by  a  new  Act,  to  give  our  Dutch  churches  the  libertj 
and  the  right  to  incorporate  themselves,  but  In  such  a  way  that  the  existing  Cob- 
slstorles,  and  their  successors  shall,  by  virtue  of  their  election  or  appointment  ai 
Consistories,  be  and  remain  the  Trustees  of  the  church  properties.  And  we  hive 
good  ground  for  hope  that  this  reasonable  request  will  be  granted  by  our  Chrlstiia 
Government,  and  be  made  the  law  of  the  land. 

For  the  rest,  we  would  be  very  much  obliged,  if  your  Revs,  very  much  esteemed 
letters  might  hereafter  be  addressed  to  this  our  Church  Assembly  under  the  adopted 
and  here  most  familiar  name  of,  **The  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Churches  of 
New  York  and  New  Jersey.**  Earnestly  praying  for  God's  most  precious  blessiagi 
upon  your  very  Revs.  Assemblies,  churches,  persons  and  Sacred  Ministry,  as  also 
upon  your  families  and  whatever  is  yours,  and  assuring  your  Revs,  of  our  sincere 
and  dutiful  love,  we  have  the  honor  to  call  ourselves,  with  high  regard. 

Very  Kev.  Sirs  and  Highly  Esteemed  Brethren, 

Your  Very  Revs,  obedient  servant  and  brother. 
In  the  name  of  all 

E.  Westerlo,  V.  D.  M.  Deput.  Synod. 
At  our  Synodlcal  Assembly, 

New  York,  Oct.  5,  1787. 

Act  for  the  Incorporation  of  Reformed  Protectant  Dutch  Churches. 

Passed  March  7,  1788. 

[See  Act  of  April  e,  1784.  After  the  failure  of  all  non-Episcopal  churches,  except 
the  Dutch  churches,  to  obtain  charters  before  the  Revolution,  the  I/egislature  of 
New  York,  in  its  new-born  zeal  to  repeal  everything  sectarian,  seemed  determined  to 
separate  "temporalities**  entirely  from  ** spiritual  things.*'  See  Act  of  1784.  DP; 
Livingston,  therefore  labored  earnestly  to  preserve  the  control  of  •*  temporalitl« 
to  the  Consistory  of  Reformed  Dutch  Churches.  He  finally  succeeded  in  this  Act  oi 
1788.    other  Churches  followed.    See  March  27,  1801,  for  Episcopal  churcheai    B.  T.  C] 

Change  of  Corporate  Name  of  Trinity  Church,  New  York, 
TO  Correspond  to  Present  Civil  Circumstances. 

An  Act  to  enable  the  Corporation  of  Trinity  Church  in  the  city  of  New  York  to 

assume  the  name  therein  mentioned.— Passed  10th  March,  1788. 

[For  the  subsequent  history  of  legislation  relating  to  Trinity  Church,  see  Dr.  Dlx|i 
History  of  Trinity  Church,  two  volumes  of  which  are  now  (1906)  published.  ThU 
church  passed  through  much  litigation,  and  the  Memorials,  Petitions,  Defencei  tin 
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JTudlclal  Decisions  are  manifold.  See  also  nnmerons  Acts  of  the  Lefflslatnre,  and 
the  Joamals  of  the  same.  The  writer  deposited  many  pamphlets  In  his  possessioD, 
bearing  on  these  matters.  In  the  Sage  Library,  New  Bronswlck,  N.  J.~B.  T.  C] 

Classis  of  Amstebj>am. 

1788,  July  21st.  Synodalia.  Art.  51  ad  55.  The  Committee 
ad  res  Exteras  reported  concerning  New  York  and  New  Jersey. 
Inseratur.     xv.  447. 

Synod  of  North  Holland,  at  Alkmaar,  July  29-Aug.  7, 1788. 

Article  46. — ^New  Yoek  and  New  Jbbsby. 

In  regard  to  New  York  and  New  Jersey  the  Classis  of  Amster- 
dam has  the  following  report: — 

1.  It  received  a  letter  dated  New  York,  Oct.  5,  1787,  written 
by  Rev.  Eilardus  Westerlo,  minister  at  New  York  (Albany  ?)  and 
Deputy  of  the  Synod,  thankfully  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the 
letter  of  April  2,  1787,  and  the  Acts  of  the  Synod,  held  at  Enk- 
huysen,  1786 ;  and  conveying  the  Acts  of  the  Christian  Synod  of 
the  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  existing  in  the  States  of  New  York  . 
and  New  Jersey,  which  was  held  at  New  York,  Oct.  2  and  days 
following,  1787.  The  Acts  were  signed  by  Rev.  Reinier  Van 
Nest,  President,  and  Rev.  Isaac  Blauvelt,  Scribe. 

2.  As  to  the  above  letter  of  Rev.  Westerlo,  as  Deputy  of  the 
Synod,  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  no  sufficient  account  can  as 
yet  be  given ;  further  explanation  of  it  must  be  first  received. 

Synod  of  Dutch  Reformed  Churches  in  New  York  and  New 

Jersey,  Oct.  7-10,  1788. 

Extracts. 
Letter  From  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Neither  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  nor  the  proceedin^ra  of  the 
Key.  Synod  of  North  Holland  hare  been  received. 

Funds. 

The  Key.  Committee  appointed  upon  this  subject  in  this  Synod,  according  to 
Article  VI..  report: 

Firit,  That  they  find  the  Synodical  Funds  to  consist  merely  of  the  sums  which 
are  paid  to  the  Key.  Body  by  the  students  and  by  the  congregations,  agreeably  to 
the  Import  of  Art  XI.,  Syn.  1773. 
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That  oat  of  such  sums,  snbstracting  disbursements,  there  appears  still  to  be  due 
to  tbe  Body  the  sum  of  £117  18s  Od.,  besides  certain  depreciated  money,  which 
the  Bey.  Committee  do  not  take  into  the  account. 

That  the  said  £117  18s  Od..  Is  Included  a  certain  obligation  dated  5th  of  October, 
1782,  given  by  Caspams  Van  Noorstrand.  for  the  sum  of  twentj  pounds;  all  o< 
which  appears  in  the  statement  of  the  Synodlcal  moneys  as  presented  by  the  Ber. 
Mr.  Linn,  as  acting  Quaestor  of  this  Body,  which  statement,  together  with  this 
report,  the  Bey.  Committee  desire  to  lay  before  this  Bey.  Synod. 

Secondly.  The  committee  find  that  said  moneys  are  and  can  be  appropriated, 
according  to  Synodlcal  resolution,  to  no  object  but  the  payment  of  the  honorarium 
allowed  the  Bev.  rrofessor,  together  with  other  necessary  expenses  of  the  Ber. 
Body. 

The  report  of  the  committee  Is  approved,  and  the  Rev.  Body  thank  both  ths 
gentlemen  of  the  committee  for  their  labors,  and  also  the  Rev.  Quaestor  for  his 
attention  to  the  small  funds  of  this  Bev.  Body,  and  his  pains  in  defraying  their 
various  debts.  They  likewise  hereby  direct  the  respected  Quaestor  just  mentlooed 
to  see  ail  future  expenses  or  debts  of  this  Bev.  Body  in  like  manner  paid  by  his 
order,  and  yearly  to  report  upon  the  subject  to  this  Bev.  Body. 

As  regards  Queens  College,  with  other  Seminaries  spoken  of  under  this  Lemma, 
the  Uev.  Body  feel  compelled  at  present  to  abide  by  what  was  ordained  in  the  last 
Ordinary  Synod. 


Church  Order. 

Since  the  circumstances  of  our  churches,  especially  in  relation  to  the  genenl 
protection  of  the  civil  authorities  in  freedom  of  worship,  necessarily  demand  thit 
not  only  the  Confession  of  Faith,  but  also  the  Order  of  our  Church  and  Its  FOns 
of  Church  Government,  should  be  made  known  to  our  countrymen  in  the  BngUah 
language  by  the  press,  as  has  already  been  done  by  all  the  chief  persuasions  Is 
our  American  States;  and  since  the  English  language  is  our  national  tongue,  and 
is  making  progress,  and  has  already  been  adopted  wholly  or  in  part  in  worship  Is 
the  most  of  our  congregtitions,  and  the  rising  generation  seem  to  be  littlt 
acquainted  with  the  Dutch  tongue:  the  Synod  therefore  feel  themselves  bound,  botk 
as  regards  our  fellow-citizens  and  the  civil  government  In  general,  and  also  for  the 
preservation  of  our  Dutch  Church  and  the  instruction  of  its  adherents,  and  of  the 
children  in  particular,  to  attend  to  this  subject.  Whereupon,  it  Is  resolved  to 
appoint  a  committee  to  translate  into  the  English  language  the  Articles  of  Church 
Government  of  the  National  Synod,  held  at  Dordrecht.  1618  and  1619.  which,  being 
accompanied  by  such  articles  taken  from  the  proceedings  of  this  Rev.  Body  as 
have  particular  reference  to  the  circumstances  of  the  Church  in  this  country,  will 
exhibit  the  true  nature  and  form  of  government  of  our  Dutch  churches  in  America. 
And  it  is  further  resolved,  that  the  Bev.  Committee  endeavor  to  have  this  collec- 
tion and  translation  in  readiness  to  lay  before  this  Rev.  Synod  at  Its  next  ordinary 
convening,  in  order  that  the  same,  with  our  standards,  may  be  speedily  as  prac- 
ticable, consistently  with  all  prudence  be  given  to  the  public  by  the  press.  Messrs. 
John  U.  Livingston,  Ell  Westerlo.  Will.  Linn.  Herm.  Meyer.  D.  Romesrn.  Jac  R. 
Hardenbergh,  Is.  Rysdyk,  and  Peter  Low,  were  appointed  the  committee. 


The  Synod  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  Per  Dr.  J.  H. 
Livingston  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Oct.  12,  1788. 

Vol.  34,  Page  307. 

(Abstract) 

It  contains— That,  on  Oct.  5  of  last  year,  (1787)  they  had  written  and  sent  their 
Synodlcal  Acts  of  that  year;  but  had  received  neither  letters  nor  the  Acts  of  the 
Synod  of  North  Holland,  thinking  this  may  be  due,  possibly,  to  the  dlstmlMXiosi 
in  the  Netherlands,  which,  they  hoped,  may  have  happily  come  to  an  taA. 
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That  they  had  sent  also  the  Acts  of  two  Synod*,  those  of  May  and  October, 
(1787).  They  hoped  that  the  Classls,  to  Its  Joy,  would  therefrom  ccnne  to  know  of 
their  flourishing  condition. 

Close  with  congratulation. 

(Here  follow  Extracts  from  Minutes  of  May  1787  and  October.  1787,  In  Vol.  34.) 

Ejbv.  Eilabdus  Westbklo  to  Rev.  John  Bassett,  July  2, 1789. 

Benefit  of  the  Saratoga  Waters. 

Saratoga,  July  2,  1789. 
Bey.  and  Dear  Ck)Ileague: 

Yesterday  I  hare  been  to  the  Springs,  and  tasted  of  the  water  out  of  the  rock, 
which  has  been  blessed  to  many  present  witnesses,  especially  to  such  who  are 
affected  with  complaints  similar  to  mine.  I  have  drank  but  little  when  at  the 
Springs,  but  am  not  so  averse  to  the  taste  as  many  others,  and  brought  a  little 
of  the  water  with  me  here,  which  I  have  used  this  morning  on  an  empty  stomach, 
and  though  It  has  had  the  desired  effect  of  physic,  yet  It  has  made  me  feel 
slcklsh,  and,  probably.  If  I  should  stay  and  try  further  at  the  Springs,  who 
knows  the  Father  of  Mercies  may  render  It  also  effectual  to  remove  the  cause  of 
my  cbollcal  complaints,  and  therefore  I  think  it  my  duty  even  to  my  family  and 
good  people,  requires  my  staying  another  week  from  home,  in  order  to  return,  as 
I  Intend,  If  it  shall  please  the  Lord,  to  that  wondrous  rock  next  Monday.  In  the 
meantime  I  will  endeavor  to  preach  here  next  Lord's  day,  and  to  convene  the 
Inhabitants,  with  a  view  to  Introduce  our  friend  Smith  to  the  congregation,  who 
appear  to  have  a  great  Inclination  for  his  ministry  among  them.  May  the  Lord 
direct  all  our  steps  and  doings  to  His  glory,  to  our  comfort  and  the  establishment 
of  His  church  and  worship. 

I  feel  this  morning  rather  indisposed,  probably  of  the  spring  water  not  having 
effect  for  want  of  sufficient  quantity  of  power,  which  is  much  lost  when  carried 
home.  But  fain  would  I  hope,  if  I  further  try  the  experiment  properly  and  for 
a  few  days  next  week,  that  I  may  reap  some  real  benefit  from  It,  and  then  I  am 
sure  you  and  my  friends  would  Join  with  me  In  praising  the  Father  of  our  spirits 
and  the  fountain  of  every  bliss:  however,  the  prospect  of  doing  some  good  to  the 
gospel  interests  here  is  one  of  the  principal  motives  that  keep  me  here  till  the 
latter  end  of  next  week.  You  will  supply  my  vacancy  and  I  trust  the  Lord  will 
assist  and  prosper  your  labors  to  many  precious  souls. 

With  my  affectionate  compliments  to  your  worthy  mother  and  the  Reverend 
Consistory,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  yours,  sincerely, 
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E.  Westerlo. 


To  Rev.  John  Basset,  Albany,  N.  Y. 


Classis  OF  Amsterdam. 

1789,  July  20th.  Synodalia.  Art.  46  ad  51.  Inseratur  the 
information  about  New  York  and  New  Jersey  from  our  Commitr 
tee  ad  res  Exteras.     xv.  536. 

Synod  of  North  Holland,  July  25-Aug.  7,  1789. 

Article  45. — New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  made  the  following  report: — that  it 
had  received  a  letter  from  the  Synodical  Assembly  of  New  York 
and  New  Jersey,  dated  October  4,  1788,  and  signed  by  Rev.  John 
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H.  Livingston,  President,  and  Rev.  (Hennaiius)  Meyer,  Scribe, 
besides  the  Sjnodical  Acts  of  two  sessions,  of  the  same  year. 
I.  The  letter  contained  chiefly 

1.  That  on  Oct.  5th  of  last  year  (1788),  they  had  writtea  to 
the  Classis,  and  sent  the  Acts  of  the  Synod  held  at  the  time ;  but 
that  they  had  received  neither  any  letters,  nor  the  Acts  of  the 
Synod  of  North  Holland.  Wherefore  they  suppose  that  they 
must  have  been  sent,  but  have  miscarried  by  some  accident  or 
other,  and  hope  that  they  will  yet  receive  them.  They  hope  to 
learn  from  them,  that  the  dark  clouds  which  have  hung,  and  also 
have  broken,  over  Netherland,  have  again  vanished,  without 
noticeable  injury  to  the  rest  and  well-being  of  the  Church. 

2.  That  they  send  along  with  this  the  Acts  of  their  second 
Synod,  (Oct  1788),  the  first,  an  extraordinary  meeting,  had  been 
held  in  May,  (1788),  and  the  other,  as  usual  in  October.  They 
are  confident  that  the  Rev.  Classis  would  to  its  joy,  see  therefrom 
the  flourishing  condition  of  their  churches.  It  had  pleased  God 
to  raise  up  in  them  a  remarkable  nimiber  of  Nazarites,  by  whom, 
after  a  long  continued  necessity,  the  churches  were  now  every- 
where multiplied  and  edified.  They  conclude  with  congratula- 
tions. 

n.  The  Acts.  (Quotations  are  given  from  May,  1788,  Arts. 
6-10 ;  and  from  October,  1788,  Arts.  8-11, 14,  21,  23.) 

Ancient  Burial  Grounixs  in  Albany  of  all  Denominations. 

One  New  Cemetery  for  All. 

It  appears  by  the  following  document  fonnd  among  the  Common  Council  papen. 
that  the  plot  of  ground  used  for  sepulture  on  the  weat  of  Eagle  street,  between 
State  and  Lancaster  streets,  was  appropriated  to  that  purpose  In  1789.  The  prop- 
erty owned  by  the  Lutheran  church  on  Park  street  was  the  site  of  their  allotment 
as  a  burial  place.  Before  this  time  each  church  had  Its  grave  yard  adjacent  to  or 
near  the  church  to  which  It  belonged.  The  Dutch  Reformed  Church  was  at  the 
foot  of  State  street,  and  Its  grave  yard  was  where  the  Middle  Dutch  Church  now 
stands.  The  Lutheran  Church  was  where  the  Centre  Market  stands  and  Its  grave 
yard  adjoined  on  the  south.  The  Episcopal  was  In  State  street  opposite  to  Chapel 
street,  and  Its  grave  yard  near  the  present  site  of  St.  Peter's.  The  Pre«byterian 
Church  was  near  the  corner  of  Grand  and  Hudson  streets,  and  Ita  grave  yari 
adjoined  on  the  east.  The  High  Dutch  Church,  as  It  Is  here  called,  was  between 
Patroon  and  Orange  streets,  west  of  Ten  Broeck,  with  Its  grave  yard  adjoining. 
It  was  now  proposed  to  have  a  common  burial  place,  and  the  site  recommended  by 
the  Committee  was  adopted  by  the  Common  Council. 
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The  Committee  apiK>lnted  to  locate  a  place  for  a  common  burying  ground  for  the 
city  report  that  on  the  east  adjoining  the  lot  on  which  the  barracks  were  burned 
lately  conveyed  by  the  board  to  Barent  Bleeker  on  which  a  vault  has  lately  been 
made  In  five  acres  of  ground  very  proper  to  be  appropriated  for  that  purpose  being 
ot  excellent  soil  and  a  very  gradual  descent  and  on  the  southern  declivity  of  the 
hill,  will  never  prove  pernicious  to  the  springs  which  supply  the  city  with  water 
and  which  Is  a  very  Important  objection  to  the  present  burying  In  the  ground  of 
the  Episcopal  and  Lutheran  churches  the  boundaries  of  which  common  burying 
ground  we  would  locate  as  follows:  bounded  on  the  North  by  Prince  street,  on  the 
East  by  Duke  street,  on  the  South  by  Predeau  street,  on  the  West  by  the  lot  of 
Barent  Bleeker  In  which  the  vault  Is  made  which  ground  contains  five  acres. 

Thos.   Hun. 
«ept.  10.  1789.  T.  V.  W.  Graham. 

The  Committee  further  report  that  the  most  eastern  acre  of  the  above  burying 
ground  be  granted  to  the  corporation  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  the  next  acre 
to  the  Episcopal  church,  and  the  next  acre  to  the  Lutheran  church,  and  the  east 
half  of  the  third  acre  be  for  the  Reformed  High  Dutch  Church,  and  the  most 
western  acre  and  remaining  half  acre  to  the  Dutch  Church. 

—Munseirs  Annals  of  Albany,  "Vol,  x.  pp.  164,  155. 

The  Dutch  Ohuboh  of  Albany  Exchanges  Certain  Laws 

With  thb  City. 

a%e  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  a  Committee  of  the  Consistory  of  the 
Dutch  Church,  report  that  the  Committee  of  the  Dutch  Church  propose  as  follows: 

1st.  To  lay  out  a  street  of  sixty  feet  wide  In  the  pasture  from  the  house  of 
Jacob  Truax  to  the  Ferry  Lot  on  a  straight  line. 

2nd.  To  give  up  their  ground  as  present  occupied  as  a  street,  leading  from  the^ 
Ferry  House  to  Washington  street,  and  to  relinquish  their  right  to  a  compensation 
therefore,  this  Corporation  consenting  that  the  Consistory  stop  up  the  road  as  It 
formerly  run  through  their  pasture  to  the  South  Wsrd  and  of  the  Ferry  House. 

3rd.  The  Corporation  of  the  Church  to  give  as  much  ground  In  the  rear  of  the 
lot  on  which  the  Ferry  House  stands,  as  to  replace  the  quantity  of  ground  of  the 
said  lot,  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  said  street,  leading  from  the  East  comer 
of  the  Ferry  House  to  Washington  street. 

The  Corporation  of  the  Church  to  be  permitted  to  remove  the  Bridge  across  the 
Treols  Kill  so  far  West  as  to  bring  It  In  the  aforesaid  sixty  feet  street,  they  to  be 
at  the  expense  of  removing  It. 
Sept.  21,  178tf. 

Leonard   Gansevoort,   Jr. 
John   Price 
Henry  Ten  Eyck. 

Resolved  that  the  said  Committee  be  authorised  to  accede  to  the  above  proposals 
on  behalf  of  this  Board,  2l8t  Sept.,  1780. 

— Munseirs  Annals  of  Albany,  Vol.  x.  pp.  158,  150. 

Synod  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Churches  in  New  York  and 
New  Jersey,  Oct.  6-10,  1789.  Abstract  in  Minutes  of 
Synod  of  North  Holland,  July,  1791,  Article  43. 

Extracts. 

Letters  of  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

No  letter  of  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  nor  Acts  of  the  Rev.  Synod  of  North 
Holland,  which  would  be  to  the  Reverend  Synod  like  good  news  from  a  far  country. 
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and,  In  the  midst  of  all  the  preaslng  eylls  nnder  which  the  ehnrcliea  of  thli  lud 
continue  to  sigh,  like  cold  water  to  a  thirsty  soul,  have  been  received.  The  Ber. 
Synod  long,  and  pant  ere  long  to  be  gladdened  with  those  agreeable  tokeoi  of 
paternal  remembrance  on  the  part  of  the  highly  honored  churches  of  the  Nether- 
lands. 


Funds. 

Under  this  head  was  communicated  to  the  Rer.  Body  a  clrcnmetantial  account  of 
jQneens  College,  whence  It  appears  that  this  Seminary  Is  making  desirable  progresi» 
bnt  that  Its  completion  cannot  yet  be  effected  by  reason  of  the  smallDess  of  Iti 
funds.  The  Rev.  Body  reeolve  anew  to  abide  by  their  reaolntlon  respecting  tklt 
Important  subject,  formed  In  the  year  1785,  Article  VIII. 


Address  to  thb  Authorities. 

The  Rev.  Body  have  seen  fit,  for  weighty  reasons,  to  present  a  respectful  address 
to  the  President  of  these  United  States,  by  a  committee  from  their  nomber 
appointed  for  the  purpose,  who  are  commissioned  to  prei;>are  and  execute  itld 
address,  and  to  affix  to  It  the  names  of  two  or  more  of  them.  The  committee  tn 
the  Rey.  Professor  J.  H.  Livingston  and  the  Rev.  Messrs.  William  Linn,  G.  A 
Kuypers,  ministers  at  New  York  and  Dr.  Petrus  Low,  with  Messrs.  H.  Rome,  D. 
Lefferts,  J.  Rosevelt,  R.  Varick,  Maj.,  and  John  Van  Der  Bllt. 


Church  Order. 

From  what  was  brought  to  the  table  on  this  subject,  this  work  seems  to  ban 
had  a  favorable  commencement,  and  is  farther  intrusted  to  the  Rev.  Committee. 


Title. 

By  reason  of  the  happy  extension  of  our  Church  far  beyond  its  former  limits, 
It  Is  seen  tit  by  the  Rev.  Synod  that  henceforth,  In  all  their  Ecclesiastical  Acts, 
North  America  shall  be  snbstltuted  for  New  York  and  New  Jersey;  and  that  in  aU 
translations  of  onr  proceedings  into  the  English  language,  which  by  reason  of  cir- 
cumstances must  frequently  occur,  in  place  of  "De  Hoog  Elerw.'*  (1.  e..  The  Higbly 
Reverend)  "The  Most  Reverend"  shall  be  employed. 


Proper  Title  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  of  Pouoh- 

KEEPSiE  Incorporated,  Nov.  17,  1789. 

"We,  the  subscribers,  being  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Reformed  Protestant 
Church  of  Poughkeepsle,  in  Dutchess  County,  and  being  Incorporated  by  virtue  of 
an  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York,  entitled  An  Act  making  such 
alterations  In  the  Act  for  incorporating  Religious  Societies  as  to  render  the  same 
more  convenient  to  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Congregations  passed  the  7tb 
of  March,  1788,  and  having  assembled  together  at  Poughkeepsle  aforesaid  on  the 
22nd  day  of  October  In  the  year  of  our  Lord  1789.  Pursuant  to  the  direction  of  the 
said  Act,  do  hereby  certify  unto  all  whom  it  may  concern  that  **The  Reformed  Duit^ 
Church  of  Poughkc€p8i€'*  shall  be,  and  hereby  is  declared  to  be  the  Name*  Style,  and 
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Title  by  which  the  Trustees  of  the  church  aforesaid  and  their  successors  forever 
•hall  be  called.  dlstlDguished,  and  known. 

In  Witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  respectively  set  our  hands  and  seals  at 
Poughkeepsie  aforesaid,  the  seventeenth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1789." 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of 

William   Bailey 
Charles   Piatt. 
Henry  Hegeman  [Seal] 

Peter  Tappen  [Seal] 

Isaac  Romine  [Seal] 

John  Frear  [Seal] 

Myndert  Van  Kleeck  [Seal] 
Henry  Livingston,  Jr.  [Seal] 
Abm.  Fort  [Seal] 

Benjamin  Westervelt        [Seal] 

On  the  reverse  of  the  document  Is  an  acknowledgement  signed  by  Zepha.  Piatt, 
and  a  certificate  of  Record  as  follows,  vis: 

"Dutchess  County  ss.  Recorded  in  Book  No.  1  of  Church  Certificates,  page  IS 
and  19,  this  28th  day  of  September,  1790." 

Robert  H.  Livingston. 

—History  of  the  First  Reformed  Church  of  Poughkeepsie.  pp.  82,  88. 


The  Presbyteby  of  Albany  Formed,  1790. 

The  Synod  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey  erected  a  new  presbytery  in  the 
northern  part  of  this  state,  under  the  name  of  The  Preshytenf  of  Albany;  to  which 
they  committed  the  care  of  all  the  congregations  in  this  state  in  connection  with 
them,  which  He  north  of  the  Catskill  mountains  on  the  west  side,  and  of  the 
southern  boundary  of  Columbia  county  on  the  east  side  of  Hudson's  river.  It  was 
appointed  to  meet  for  the  first  time  on  the  ninth  of  November,  in  the  city  of 
Albany;  and  to  be  opened  with  a  sermon  by  William  Schenck,  the  senior  pastor. 
In  the  absence  of  Mr.  Schenck,  Rev.  John  Warford  of  Salem  preached  from  Luke 
zlv,  23.  Rev.  John  Mc.  Donald  of  Albany  was  appointed  stated  clerk.~Munseirf 
Annals  of  Albany,  Vol.  II.  pp.  210,  211. 


Church  of  Poughkeepsie  Desires  to  Call  Andrew  Gray. 

June  28,  1790. 

"We,  the  Subscribers,  residents  within  the  limits  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church 
of  Poughkeepsie.  and  in  the  vicinity  thereof,  being  desirous  of  having  Mr.  Andrew 
Gray,  (now  a  Student  In  Divinity  with  the  Rev.  Dr.  Meyers  in  New  Jersey,)  when 
qualifyed  for  the  Ministry,  for  the  Minister  of  the  Said  Church,  to  dispence  the 
Sacraments,  preach  the  Gospel,  catechise  the  youth,  and  perform  all  other  sacred 
ministerial  functions  as  practiced  heretofore  in  the  Church  aforesaid,  and  to  use 
the  English  and  Dutch  languages  in  his  publick  exercises  in  such  manner  as  to  the 
Bald  Church,  from  time  to  time,  may  be  deemed  proper  and  convenient. 

THEREFORE.  If  the  Church  aforesaid  make  a  call  upon  the  Said  Andrew  Gray 
upon  the  principles  above  mentioned,  and  he  accepts  thereof  and  becomes  the  Min- 
ister of  the  aforesaid  Church,  Do  hereby  promise  to  pay  and  deliver,  or  cause  to 
be  paid  and  delivered,  to  the  aforesaid  Church  yearly,  and  every  year,  the  sums  of 
money  and  articles  written  and  specified  opposite  to  our  respective  names,  so  long 
as  the  said  Andrew  Gray  continues  the  Minister  of  the  Church  aforesaid,  and  we 
remain  within  the  limits  of  the  same,  or  In  the  vicinity  thereof.  Dated  June  28th, 
1790.— History  of  the  First  Reformed  Church  of  Poughkeepsie.  p.  69. 
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Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

1790,  July  19th.  Synodalia.  Art.  45  ad  46.  The  Committee 
ad  res  Exteras  give  the  following  information  about  New  YoA 
and  New  Jersey.  (But  nothing  is  given,  although  space  is  left 
for  the  insertion  of  something.)     xvi.  26. 

Synod  of  North  Holland  at  Amsterdam,  July  27-Aug.  5, 

1790. 

Article  46. — New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  reported  that  nothing  had  been  re- 
ceived in  regard  to  their  affairs. 

Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Churches  in  North  America^ 
Oct.  5-8,  1790.  Abstract  in  Mints,  of  Synod  of  North 
Holland,  1791,  Article  43. 

Extracts. 

Correspondence  With  the  Church  of  Holland. 

No  letter  from  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  nor  Acts  of  the  Rer.  Synod  of 
North  Holland  have  been  received.  The  Rev.  Synod  are  greatly  surprised  at  thli 
long  delay,  not  comprehending  what  can  be  the  reason  thereof,  except  that  onr 
letters  and  acts  have  not  been  received.  The  Synod,  not  being  inclined  to  break 
off  the  correspondence,  desire  the  Deputatl  to  prepare  a  letter  of  inquiry  to  tbo 
Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  and  lay  It  before  this  Synod  for  approval. 

Form  of  Calls. 

The  committee  upon  this  subject  brought  to  this  table  the  form  of  a  call,  whlcb 
being  read  and  approved,  was  delivered  by  the  Rev.  Synod  to  the  Committee  od 
Church  Order,  to  be  placed  by  them  among  the  Rules  of  our  Church  Government 

Funds. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Jacob  K.  Hardenbergh,  being  prevented  by  bodily  infirmity  from 
enlarging,  briefly  represented  to  the  Rev.  Synod  the  present  state  and  condition  of 
Queens  College,  as  being,  by  reason  of  a  lack  of  sufficient  funds  in  such  state  of 
depression,  that  its  friends  would  possibly  be  shortly  necessitated  to  abandon  it 
Wherefore,  he  desired  to  be  informed  by  this  Rev.  Synod,  whether  the  Dntcb 
Church  convened  In  the  Synod  were  minded  and  inclined  to  retain  under  their 
kind  care,  and  yield  their  co-operation  to  said  Seminary,  founded  principally  for  the 
benefit  of  their  Church,  and  distinctly  received  under  their  care  by  preTioof 
Synods;  and  whether  suitable  means  could  not  be  devised  to  afford  the  aforesaid 
University  the  early  succor  so  greatly  needed. 
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Wherenpon,  the  Rev.  Synod  unanimously  and  unhesitatingly  resolved  to  retain 
the  aforesaid  University  under  their  care  and  kind  supervision,  and  hereby  request 
each  Consistory  of  the  respective  congregations  in  both  States,  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  as  they  may  deem  best,  to  endeavor  to  do  something  towards  the  maintenance 
and  increase  of  the  funds  of  the  forenamed  college,  whether  by  yearly  collection  in 
connection  with  a  suitable  discourse  in  each  congregation,  as  long  as  no  different 
arrangement  be  made  by  the  Rev.  Synod,  or  by  subscription,  or  in  any  other 
manner  which  may  be  most  appropriate  and  peaceful;  and  to  forward  the  moneys 
collected,  at  the  earliest  opportunity,  and  in  the  most  secure  manner,  to  the  Rev. 
Quaestor  of  this  Synod,  or  otherwise,  and  rather  to  the  Quaestor  of  each  Glassis, 
or  at  the  succeeding  meeting  of  Classis,  to  the  end  that  they  may  be  simultaneously 
presented  at  the  approaching  Synod;  and  the  Synod  shall  always  dispose  of  them 
pro  re  nata;  to  which  end  aforesaid.  Queens  College  shall  continually,  by  her 
commissioners,  lay  open  to  the  Church  through  this  Rev.  Synod  the  state  of  said 
school  relative  to  Its  lack  of  funds;  and  that  then,  the  Rev.  Synod  shall  decide 
what  sum  of  the  moneys  collected  shall  at  that  time  be  dispensed  for  the  aforesaid 
end  and  use. 


Reprinting  of  the  Word  of  God. 

The  Rev.  Prof.  Livingston  presented  at  the  table  of  this  Rev.  Body  a  resolution, 
with  an  accompanying  friendly  letter  from  a  certain  committee  of  ministers  of  the 
associated  churches  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  desiring  us  with  them,  by  writ 
or  otherwise,  to  request  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  this  country,  that, 
seeing  the  Holy  Bible  is  beginning  to  be  reprinted  in  America  in  the  English  lan- 
guage, it  may  please  Congress,  by  the  employment  of  the  most  suitable  means,  to 
provide  that  such  printing  of  the  word  of  God  be  executed  with  all  fidelity  and 
care,  and  under  proper  oversight.  The  Rev.  Synod  thereupon  ordained  to  appoint 
a  committee  to  ascertain  whether  the  Rev.  Brethren  of  the  two  Synods  in  corre- 
spondence with  us  have  received  a  like  letter,  in  order,  provided  the  same  have 
received  and  acceded  to  the  request  therein  contained,  to  cooperate  with  them  on 
the  subject  at  all  events,  the  Rev.  Professor  is  requested  in  the  most  friendly  and 
speedy  manner  to  answer  said  letter.  The  ministers  in  New  York  are  furthermore 
named  as  a  committee  on  the  subject.* 


Chubch  Order. 

The  report  of  the  Rev.  Committee  upon  this  subject  was  presented: 

1.  That  the  distinct  translations  of  the  articles  of  Church  Order  of  the  Rev. 
Synod  of  Dordrecht  in  the  years  1618  and  1619.  and  of  the  Plan  of  Union  adopted 
1772.  both  made  in  England  by  Drs.  Dlrck  Romeyn  and  Bil.  Westerlo.  be  referred 
to  a  committee,  who  shall  carefully  compare  the  same  with  the  original  Dutch,  and 
alter  and  amend  all  such  English  words  and  phrases  as  either  are  not  pure,  or  do 
not  actually  and  appropriately  express  the  true  and  literal  meaning. 

2.  That  the  same  committee  likewise  prepare  some  observations  upon  the  articles 
of  Church  Order,  to  be  incorporated  among  them,  in  which  the  proper  sense  and 
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*Soon  after  the  Revolution,  the  several  Denominations  began  to  issue  books  bear- 
ing on  their  own  peculiar  tenets,  or  of  a  more  strictly  religious  character,  and  the 
duty  of  reprinting  the  Bible  in  English,  in  America,  was  necessarily  considered. 
Matthew  Carey,  editor  of  a  Magazine  styled  **The  American  Museum/*  announced 
therein  on  Jan.  26.  1789,  that  he  intended  to  publish  the  Douai  Bible  therein,  in  serial 
numbers.  This  was  actually  begun  on  Dec.  12.  1789,  but  soon  abandoned,  and  Chal- 
loner's  Revision  of  1763-4,  of  the  Douai  version  was  Issued  In  two  volumes,  quarto, 
on  Dec.  1.  1790.  by  Carev.  Stewart  and  Co.,  of  Philadelphia.  The  Douai  Bible  printed 
In  that  city  In  1806,  had  long  been  considered  the  first  edition  until  Mr.  Shea  brought 
these  facts  to  light.    See  Shea's  "Life  of  Archbishop  Carroll.'*  page  374.— O'Calla- 

E*s  "List  of  Editions  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  etc.,  printed  In  America."  Albany, 
pp.  xxlv-xxvlll.— Shea :  "A  Bibliographical  Account  of  Catholic  Bibles."  New 
,  1869.— Finotti :  "Blbllographlca  Catholica  Americana,"  New  York.  1782.— Sabin: 
"Dictionary  of  Books  Relating  to  America,"  Vol.  2.  under  "Bibles."— Editions  of  the 
Bible,  King  James's  Version,  began  to  multiply  from  1791. 
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meaning  of  them,  If  necessarj,  shall  be  brieflly  declared,  or  sufficient  reaaona  be 
asBlgned  why  some  articles  are  not  inserted,  or  cannot  be  carried  out  In  car 
American  churches. 

8.  That  the  Uev.  Ministers  of  the  congregation  of  New  York,  as  residing  in  close 
proximity  to  each  other,  and  most  conveniently  situated  readily  to  confer  together, 
be  appointed  a  committee  on  the  subject  by  this  Synod. 

4.  Tliat  in  the  ooming  spring,  an  extra  Synod  be  convoked  in  order  to  revise 
said  Plan  of  Union,  and  with  common  consent  enlarge  it,  by  Inserting  or  adding 
some  further  rules,  made  in  subsequent  General  Convenings  or  Synods,  and  thai, 
upon  previous  investigation,  approving  Sifnodaliter  the  foresaid  translation  and 
observations. 

5.  That  if  necessary,  the  following  autumn,  a  General  Ecclesiastical  Meeting  be 
solicited,  calmly  to  weigh  the  whole  subject,  and  determine  flnaliter,  whether  the 
same  shall  be  Issued  in  full  or  in  part,  and  in  what  language,  or  whether  both  in 
Dutch  and  English,  for  the  special  benefit  of  our  congregations. 


Address  to  the  Magistracy. 

The  committee  reported  that  a  respectful  address  had  been  presented  by  them 
in  the  name  of  the  Rev.  Synod  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  which  was 
received  with  much  satisfaction,  and  honored  with  an  affectionate  and  friendly 
reply  by  the  President. 


English  Psalmody. 

The  Rev.  Synod  perceive  with  much  satisfaction  that  the  English  Psalms, 
together  with  the  selection  of  Hymns  formerly  approved  by  Synodlcal  decrees, 
have  been  happily  committed  to  the  press,  and  are  printed  and  already  in  use  in 
many  congregations;  and  the  present  Synod  cannot  on  this  occasion  omit  publicly 
to  render  thanks  in  the  name  of  the  Church  to  the  gentlemen  composing  the  corn* 
mittee  on  this  subject,  and  especially  to  the  Rev.  Prof.  Livingston,  who  particu- 
larly has  lent  his  hand  and  help.  They  observe,  likewise,  In  addition,  that  the 
Dutch  churches  are  not  restricted  to  the  versification  by  Petrus  Dathenus,  at 
recently  a  new  translation  and  versification  of  the  Psalms  has  been  introduced  into 
the  Netherlands  churches;  and  that,  according  to  the  intention  of  the  Synod  of 
Dordrecht,  hymns  which  have  been  approved  by  a  Synod  should  not  be  excluded 
from  the  churches. 


Death  of  Rev.  Eilardus  Westerlo,  of  Albany,  Dec.  26,  1790. 

This  divine  was  born  in  the  province  of  Groeningen,  Holland,  in  1738,  and 
received  a  thorough  university  education.  It  was  still  a  custom  with  the  American 
churches  to  send  to  Holland  for  ministers  to  supply  their  pulpits;  and  in  answer 
to  the  requisition  of  the  church  of  Albany  for  a  pastor,  Mr.  Westerlo,  who  wai 
then  at  the  University  of  Groeningen,  was  induced  to  accept  the  call.  He  arrived 
here  in  1760,  and  entered  upon  the  pastoral  charge  in  October  of  that  year,  haTing 
been  previously  Installed  in  Holland.  Ho  proved  to  be  a  man  of  great  powers  of 
mind,  extensive  erudition,  and  became  one  of  the  most  eminent  ministers  of  the 
Dutch  church  in  America.  He  possessed  caution  and  prudence,  and  great  dignity 
of  manners,  yet  was  affable  and  courteous  to  all.  His  pastoral  duties  were  dis- 
charged with  exemplary  fidelity  over  a  field  unusually  extensive.  He  took  a  con- 
spicuous part  In  severing  the  church  from  Its  dependence  upon  the  mother  country, 
and  its  reorganization  upon  the  present  plan.  During  the  war  of  the  American 
revolution,  he  took  strong  grounds  in  the  cause  of  the  people,  and  at  a  most  critical 
time,  when  Burgoyne  was  advancing  on  the  city  from  the  north,  he  animated  and 
inspired  the  people  by  having  church  open  every  day  for  the  purpose  of  prayer 
and  address.     He  died  on  the  26th  of  December,  1790,  at  a  time  of  life  when  age 
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had  fcarcely  begun  to  Impair  his  frame,  and  was  buried  in  the  family  vault  of 
Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  his  funeral  obsequies  being  attended  by  a  large  concourse 
from  the  city  and  neighborhood.  Amid  the  arduous  cares  of  his  ministry,  he  found 
time  to  prepare  a  Hebrew  and  a  Greek  Lexicon,  in  Two  Vols.,  folio,  which  remain 
In  manuscript,  in  the  possession  of  his  son,  Rensselaer  Westerlo,  Esq.^Munseirs 
Annals,  Vol.  i.  pp.  118,  119. 

From  Albany  Gazette,  December  26,  1700.— Rer.  Eilardus  Westerlo,  senior  pastor 
of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church,  died  aged  fifty  three,  in  the  thirty 
first  year  of  his  ministry.  He  was  greatly  respected  for  his  piety  and  learning, 
and  his  funeral  was  attended  by  a  large  concourse  of  the  people  of  the  city  and 
neighboring  towns,  who  followed  his  remains  to  the  vault  of  the  Van  Rensselaer 
fiunlly,  where  he  was  interred.—Munseirs  Annals  of  Albany,  Vol.  ill.  p.  146. 

Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Churches  in  North  America, 

May  4-7,  1791. 

Extracts. 

Professorship. 

The  Rev.  Body,  taking  this  weighty  subject  into  further  earnest  consideration, 
and  being  desirous  that  as  soon  as  possible  something  decisive  may  be  done  for 
the  promotion  of  the  same,  have  seen  fit  to  appoint  a  committee  to  devise  a  plan 
subservient  to  that  end,  and  make  a  report,  stante  Synodo.  The  Rev.  Messrs. 
Dlrck  Romeyn,  Sol.  Froligh,  and  Ellas  Van  Bunschoten,  with  the  Elders,  Messrs. 
Christopher  Uoagland,  Peter  Tappen,  and  Thomas  Post,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

These  gentlemen  of  the  committee  presented  the  following  report,  vis:  That  the 
Rev.  Synod  should  first,  and  above  all,  devise  means  to  form  a  fund  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  Professorship;  to  which  end  they  take  the  freedom  to  propose  the 
following,  viz:  That  a  subscription  be  taken  through  all  our  congregations,  and 
that  the  moneys  pledged  be  paid  at  the  end  of  each  half  year,  and  to  continue  for 
three  consecutive  years;  that  the  sums  collected,  Immediately  upon  the  receptioa  of 
them,  be  employed  to  negotiate  a  capital,  to  be  deposited  in  the  Bank  of  the  State 
of  Mew  York,  or  in  the  National  Bank,  and  that  the  interest  thereof  shall  be  dis- 
posed of  in  the  same  manner,  until  the  fund  be  found  sufficient.  This  report  being 
read,  was  approved,  and  made  a  Synodical  resolution.  The  Rev.  Synod  further 
judge,  that  said  subscription  and  the  collections  in  the  different  congregations  be 
made  In  such  manner  as  the  respective  Consistories  of  those  congregations  shall 
deem  most  suitable;  and  that  the  moneys,  immediately  upon  their  reception,  shall 
be  transmitted  to  the  highly  respected  Mr.  Peter  Wilson,  of  New  York,  who,  as 
agent  of  this  Rev.  Body,  shall,  upon  request  from  the  Rev.  President,  faithfully 
employ  them  to  negotiate  a  capital,  which  he  shall  deliver  to  the  corporation  of  the 
congregation  in  New  York,  who  shall  further  dispose  of  the  same  in  accordance 
with  the  determination  of  the  Synod,  provided  these  honored  gentlemen  be,  as  the 
Bev.  Body  trust,  willing  to  assume  this  burden. 

Funds. 

The  Rev.  Body,  being  convinced  that  something  definite  should  in  the  speediest 
manner  be  done  In  reference  to  Queens  College,  appointed  a  committee  to  deliber- 
ate upon  the  subject  and  lay  their  advice  before  the  Synod.  The  Rev.  J.  H.  Liv- 
ingston, Henrlcus  Schoonmaker,  Joannes  Duryee,  with  the  Elders,  Messrs.  Abram 
Schuyler  and  Christopher  Hoagland,  were  the  committee.  These  gentlemen 
brought  in  the  following  report,  viz.  That  agreeably  to  the  determination  of  the 
General  Body  convened  at  Kingston,  in  the  year  1778,  as  well  as  various  subee- 
quent  resolutions,  especially  that  passed  in  the  Synod  held  In  October  last.  It 
appears  that  the  Dutch  churches  in  this  country  have  adopted  said  institution,  and 
regard  the  same  as  a  seminary  under  their  patronage;  further,  that  the  fund* 
formerly  collected  for  said  Institution  have  become  so  depreciated  through  the  war 
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the  ensQlng  October,  so  that  the  Synod  may  be  able  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
presence  and  counsel  of  the  whole  body  of  ministers  and  elders  in  issuing  their 
Bccleslastical   Constitution,   as  also   in   relation  to  the  Professorship  and  other 
weighty  matters. 


Classis  of  Amstebdam. 

1791,  July  18th.  Synodalia.  Art.  46  ad  45.  The  Committee 
ad  rea  Exteras  give  information  that  they  have  received  the  Acts 
of  (the  Synod  of)  New  York  and  New  Jersey  for  the  years  1789 
and  1790;  and  they  (the  Americans)  earnestly  desire  henceforth 
to  receive  our  Acts — (those  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland.) 
xvi.  115. 

Synod  of  North  Holland,  Held  at  Hoobn,  July  26-Auo.  6, 

1791. 

Article  43. — New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  brought  upon  the  table — 

I.  A  letter  from  there,  signed  Dirick  Romeyn  and  Solomon 

Froeligh,  Deputies  of  the  Synod,  dated  Oct.  8,  1890.     In  this 

there  were 

1.  A  copy  is  sent  us  of  a  letter,  sent  two  years  ago  which,  it 
was  feared  did  not  reach  us  at  all,  or  came  too  late  to  hand. 

2.  Excuse  is  asked  for  their  not  forwarding  the  Acts  of  their 
former  meeting.  Joy  is  expressed  over  a  continuance  of  the 
correspondence,  and  an  urgent  request  is  made  that  the  same  be 
maintained  also  with  a  yearly  transmission  of  the  North  Holland 
Acts.     The  letter  concludes  with  congratulations. 

n.  The  letter  mentioned  here  is  dated  New  York,  Oct.  5,  l787j 
and  is  as  such  already  touched  upon  in  the  Acts  of  our  Synod  of 
1788,  although  at  that  time  it  could  not  be  brought  up  for  action. 
After  a  thankful  acknowledgement  of  the  receipt  of  the  Acts  and 
an  agreeable  report  concerning  the  many  young  Nazarites  who 
are  hopefully  consecrating  themselves  to  the  sacred  ministry 
there,  an  elaborate  statement  is  made  concerning  the  correspond- 
ence of  their  Dutch  Synod  with  the  diflFerent  Synods  of  the 
Presbyterian  and  Scotch  brethren,  and  concerning  the  incorpora- 
tion of  theif  churches. 
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1.  In  regard  to  the  first  they  say:  From  the  Minutes  of  our 
meetings  recently  held,  from  1785  to  1787,  when  they  shall  have 
come  to  hand,  your  Revs,  will  be  pleased  to  understand  that, 
neither  we,  nor  our  churches,  have  united  ourselves  in  one  church 
body  with  either  of  the  aforesaid  churches  or  Synods  of  those 
brethren ;  but  have  rather  kept  ourselves  distinct  and  by  ourselves. 
Our  aim  was  merely  to  establish  a  fraternal  correspondence,  to  the 
end  that,  as  neighboring  brethren,  we  might  dwell  together  in 
imity,  watch  over  one  another  in  love,  take  counsel  together,  yea, 
assist  one  another  in  preserving  the  purified  Gospel  Doctrine  and 
in  the  more  successfully  carrying  out  the  rules  of  Church  Dis- 
cipline in  our  different,  but  closely  adjoining  churches.  How  far 
we  have  therein  advanced,  the  Acts  of  this  our  meeting  will 
abundantly  show ;  however,  this  matter  has  not  yet  been  brought 
to  a  conclusion.  Our  heartfelt  desire  is  that  our  fraternal  deal- 
ings with  one  another  in  peace,  love  and  confidence  may  long  he 
maintained  and  in  every  way  blest  to  the  end  above  mentioned. 

2.  In  regard  to  the  incorporation  of  our  churches  in  general: 
your  Revs,  will  please  to  notice  that  our  respective  authorities  in 
both  States,  under  our  ^NTew  Government,  have  passed  a  special 
Act  or  Law,  whereby  each  (individual)  church  of  all  the  different 
denominations  in  these  States — ^for  not  any  particular  church  is 
established  here — is  given  liberty,  according  to  a  certain  definite 
method,  to  incorporate  itself,  by  the  election  and  appointment  of 
Trustees  as  guardians  of  the  properties  and  incomes  of  the 
churches.  These  Trustees,  every  few  years  will  be  voted  for  by 
each  person  belonging  to  the  congregation — even  by  those  who 
are  not  communicants;  and  wall  probably,  for  the  most  part,  be 
different  men  from  the  standing  Consistories.  Until  the  present, 
however,  these  consistories  have  alwavs  and  evervwhere  in  our 
churches,  (besides  their  ecclesiastical  duties),  been  at  the  same 
time  guardians  or  managers  of  the  church  properties;  and,  in 
some  of  our  largest  churches,  especially  where  the  ser\aces  are  in 
English  as  well  as  in  Dutch — that  being  (now)  considered  all  the 
same,  among  us — ^they  have  been  confirmed  in  these  their  rights, 
by  Charters  granted  under  the  former  government  of  the  country; 
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and  these  Charters  are,  in  relation  to  the  thus  incorporated  con- 
gregations^ still  indeed  in  full  force  under  the  present  excellent 
government. 

But  our  Synod  desired  that  all  our  churches  should  be  placed 
on  the  same  footing,  in  the  matter  of  ownership  and  management 
of  church  properties.  For  that  reason,  as  also  to  prevent  differ- 
ences between  Consistories  and  Trustees  as  well  as  between  the 
electors  of  the  last  named,  we  have  petitioned  the  Government,  by 
way  of  an  Appendix  to  the  aforesaid  Act,  or  by  a  new  Act,  to 
grant  our  Dutch  Churches  the  liberty  and  right  to  incorporate 
themselves,  but  in  such  a  way  that  the  standing  Consistories  and 
their  successors  be  and  remain  the  Trustees  or  guardians  of  the 
church  properties  by  virtue  of  their  election  and  appointment  as 
Consistories.  And  we  are  not  without  a  well-founded  hope  that 
this  just  request  of  our  united  churches  will  be  granted  by  our 
Christian  Government  and  confirmed  by  the  law  of  the  land. 

Further  this  letter  closes  with  the  request  that  letters  be  here- 
after addressed  to  the  Assembly  under  the  name  of  the  Rev. 
Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Churches  in  the  States  of  New 
York  and  New  Jersey.     It  closes  with  congratulations,  and  is 

signed  by 

Hermanns  Meyer  and  Eilardus  Westerlo. 

m.  This  consists  of  an  abstract  of  the  Acts  of  the  American 
Synod  for  October,  1789  and  October,  1790,  covering  three  very 
large  pages. 

Sale  of  Lots  by  the  Dutch  Church  of  Albany,  1791. 

In  1791  the  consistory  directed  "the  ground  commonly  distinguished  as  the 
church  pasture,**  to  be  laid  out  Into  lots.  They  lay  on  the  west  side  of  Court 
street,  leading  from  the  ferry  to  the  town."  At  this  time  a  gate  swung  across  the 
way  a  little  above  Lydius  street,  and  a  common  road  from  thence  to  the  ferry  lay 
along  the  bank  of  the  river  through  the  pasture.  Although  the  names  of  some  of 
the  streets  in  that  region  have  been  changed  within  a  few  years,  several  of  them 
stUl  bear  the  names  of  the  ministers.  The  area  which  they  Intersect  was  once  the 
property  of  the  church,  and  when  sold  produced  less  than  a  hundred  dollars  a  lot. 
These  have  since  been  filled  in  to  a  considerable  extent  and  rendered  valuable. 
There  were  comparatively  but  a  few  lots  built  upon  south  of  Lydius  street,  between 
Pearl  and  Broadway,  so  late  as  twenty  years  ago,  though  now  teeming  with  a 
dense  population.— Munseirs  Annals.  Vol  i.  p.  121. 

The  consistory  of  the  Dutch  Church  laid  out  into  lots  a  part  of  the  tract  com- 
monly termed  the  church  fMUture.  These  lots  lay  on  the  west  side  of  Court  street 
now  Broadway,  below  Lydius,  described  as  being  on  the  road  "leading  from  tiM 
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ferry  to  the  town.  They  were  sold  at  auction.  It  Is  bellered  that  the  dlfflcolty 
between  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bassett  and  his  church  grew  oat  of  or  was  aggraTated  bf 
some  transactions  in  these  lots. 

September.  1791.— The  Rer.  Mr.  Bassett  published  a  collection  of  Psalms,  Hymiif 
and  Spiritual  Songs,  for  the  use  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Gburcb  in  Nortk 
America.— Munseirs  Annals  of  Albany,  Vol.  ilL  p.  149. 

Gbnerax    Convention    of   Reformed   Dutch    Churches  nr 

North  America,  October  4-8,  1791. 

Extracts. 
Correspondence  of  the  Church  of  Holland. 

The  Deputatus  reports,  that  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  the  last  Ordinary 
Meeting,  a  letter  was  sent  to  the  Rey.  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  to  which  no  answer 
has  yet  been  received.  The  Rev.  Body  therefore  continue  to  entertain  expectation! 
of  a  favorable  reply. 


Invited  and  Present  Ministers  and  Elders. 

The  Rev.  Brethren,  ministers  and  elders,  who  were  Invited,  to  the  end  that  tlia 
Rev.  Body  might  enjoy  their  counsel  and  assistance  in  regard  to  Church  Order,  etc, 
arrived,  and  according  to  credentials,  there  were  found  to  be  present: 

From  the  Uev.  Classis  of  New  York.— The  Rev.  Mr.  Joannes  H.  Livingston,  8.  8. 
Theol.  Doct.  et  Prof.;  the  Rev.  Mr.  Linn,  S.  S.  Theol.  Doct.;  Dr.  Peter  Stryker, 
with  his  Elder,  Henry  Gerretse;  Dr.  Petrus  Low,  and  Dr.  M.  Schoonmaker. 

From  the  Rev.  Classis  of  New  Brunswick.— Dr.  Benjamin  Du  Bois,  with  hiM 
Elder,  Tobias  Polhemus;  Dr.  Joannes  Duryee,  with  his  Elder,  Joannes  Van  Voor- 
heesen ;  Dr.  Joannes  M.  Van  Harllngen,  with  his  Elder,  Christopher  Hoogland. 

From  the  Kev.  Classis  of  Hackensack.— Dr.  Warmoldus  Kuypers,  with  his  Elder, 
Isaac  Van  Der  Beek ;  Dr.  Nicolas  Lansing,  with  his  Elder,  Isaac  Blanch. 

From  the  Kev.  Classis  of  Kingston.— Dr.  Petrus  De  Witt,  with  his  Elder.  David 
Van  Ness;  Dr.  Moses  Froligh,  and  Dr.  Abram  Van  Horn,  with  his  Elder,  John 
De  Pay. 

From  the  Kev.  Classis  of  Albany.— Dr.  Dirck  Romeyn,  S.  S.  Theol.  Doct,  with 
his  Elder,  Abr.  Oothoud ;  Dr.  John  Basset,  with  his  Elder,  David  Groesbeek;  Ot. 
Samuel  Smith,  with  his  Elder,  James  Brisbln;  Dr.  D.  Chrlstr.  And.  Pick,  with 
his  Eider,  Frederick  Getman;  Dr.  John  Demarest,  with  his  Elder,  Seth  Veder. 


Funds. 

A  request  was  presented  at  the  table  of  this  Rev.  Body  from  the  respected  Tros- 
tees  of  Queens  College,  in  substance  as  follows,  viz. 

1.  That  the  Rev.  Body  be  pleased  to  devise  means,  and  in  connection  with  th« 
respected  Trustees,  labor  to  increase  the  funds  of  that  Seminary. 

2.  That  thereupon,  this  Rev.  Synod  will  recommend  to  the  honorable  gentlemen, 
the  Trustees,  a  competent  person  whom  they  may  call  upon  a  sufficient  salary,  both 
as  professor  in  Sacred  Theology  and  as  President  of  the  institution,  in  agreement 
with  the  resolution  of  this  Supreme  Body,  passed  in  the  year  1778.  The  Rev.  Body 
having  noticed  what  each  of  the  Rev.  Classes  have  In  AotU  on  this  subject,  perceive 
that  those  of  New  Brunswick  and  Hackensack  are  in  perfect  agreement  respecting 
the  union/  of  the  Theological  PrcfsMorahip  and  the  Presidency.  The  Rev.  Body 
having  received  the  counsel  of  the  Rev.  Bretbran,  and  maturely  considered  the  sub- 
ject, ordain  at  present  as  follow! : 
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1.  That  the  same  adhere  to  their  resalatlon,  passed  In  their  late  Bxtra  Session, 
with  this  addition,  that  each  minister  and  Consistory  shall  encourage  and  promote 
the  collections  or  subscriptions,  both  in  their  own  and  in  the  vacant  congregations. 
The  Rev.  Synod  further  appoint  as  a  committee  on  this  subject,  Drs.  Gerardus  A. 
Kuypers  and  Benjamin  Du  Bois,  each  with  an  elder,  to  confer  with  a  committee 
from  the  Trustees,  and  to  decide  upon  the  manner  in  which  said  resolution  can  best 
be  carried  Into  effect. 

2.  Respecting  the  second,  the  Rey.  Body  determine  to  postpone  an  answer,  until 
they  shall  be  informed  by  the  respected  Trustees,  In  relation  to  said  collections, 
when  this  Rev.  Body,  upon  the  discovery  of  suflacient  funds,  shall  proceed  to  fulfill 
as  far  as  possible  the  wishes  of  the  honorable  gentlemen,  the  Trustees,  though  with 
the  expectation  and  on  the  condition  that  said  Trustees  shall  solemnly  bind  them- 
selves by  resolution  or  otherwise,  to  nominate  or  call  no  Professor  Theologiae  in 
Queens  College,  except  on  foregoing  consultation  with  an  approval  of  the  General 
Synod  of  our  Church.  The  Rev.  Body  further  ordain  to  defer  the  execution  of  the 
sixth  articles  of  the  last  Extra  Synod,  touching  the  providing  of  a  fund  for  the  sup- 
port  of  the  Professorship,  to  the  next  Extra  Meeting. 
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Church  Order. 

Professor  Livingston,  as  one  of  the  committee  on  the  subject,  report  to  this  Rev. 
Body  that  he  had  adapted,  as  was  deemed  necessary,  the  English  translation  of  the 
rules  for  the  regulation  of  Dutch  churches  ordained  in  the  Synod  of  Dort,  to  local 
and  other  circumstances,  and  now  presented  it  for  approval  at  the  table  of  the  Rev. 
Body;  whereupon  the  Rev.  Body  proceeded  to  revise  the  same,  article  by  article, 
which  being  done,  it  seemed  fit  to  them  to  appoint  a  committee  to  revise  them  anew, 
and  present  them  at  the  Extra  Meeting  of  Synod  in  the  next  spring.  The  Rev.  Pro- 
fessor Livingston,  and  Drs.  Linn  and  Kuypers,  each  with  one  of  their  Eiders  wtre 
appointed  the  committee. 


The  State  Gives  Large  Donations  to  Columbia  College. 

An  ACT  to  encourage  Literature,  by  Donations  to  Columbia  College,  and  to  the 

several  Academies  in  the  State. 

Passed  April  11th,  1792.      (Sees.  15.  ch.  60.  sec.  1,  3.     Greenleafs  Edit.  vol.  ii 

p.  479.) 


Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Churches  in  North  Ameuica, 

May  9-12,  1792. 

Extracts. 

Church  Order. 

Professor  Livingston  reports,  in  the  name  of  the  committee,  that  upon  mature 
consideration  of  this  subject,  it  appears  to  them  that,  besides  a  translation  of  the 
articles  Syn.  Dord..  it  will  be  necessary  to  add  some  articles  in  explanation  of  the 
way  and  manner  in  which  said  Church  Order  of  Dord.  is  put  into  practice,  agreeably 
to  the  Articles  of  Union  ordained  1771,  to  the  end  that  thus  from  one  or  the  other 
the  people  in  general  may  be  able  to  form  a  correct  conception  of  our  mode  of 
Church  Government.  He  further  informed  the  Rev.  Body,  that  not  only  was  the 
translation  of  said  articles  Syn.  Natlonis  completed,  but  in  part,  also,  the  draft  of 
the  explanatory  articles;  and  Deo  volente,  they  would  be  ready  to  be  presented  for 
approval  at  the  next  Synod  in  October.    Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Body  In  the  highest 
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maxioer  approre  of  -such  mode  of  exhibiting  their  form  of  Chnrdi  Goremment,  aad 
will  expect  that  all  the  papers  pertaining  thereto  will  be  carefully  presented  at  tbt 
Synod  which  is  to  be  held  at  New  York  the  coming  October. 


Day  of  Fasting  and  Peayke, 

Dr.  Nicolas  Lansing,  in  the  name  of  the  Bey.  Claasla  of  Hadensaek,  presented  • 
request  for  the  appointment  of  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  on  aecoont  of  the  pnii> 
trate  state  of  the  Chnrch  of  God,  and  the  dearth  and  deadness  of  JehoTah*8  peoplt. 
Sin^e,  however,  the  Supreme  Bffagistracy  of  the  United  States  appears  to  cootemplatt 
appointing  a  day  of  general  fasting  and  prayer  thronghont  these  States,  this  satjeet 
Is  postponed  until  the  next  Synod. 


Classis  op  Amsterdam. 

1792,  July  23rd.  Synodalia.  Art.  43  ad  45.  The  Committee 
ad  res  Exteras  gave  information  about  New  York  and  New  Jer- 
sey,    xvi  156. 

Acts  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  July-Aug.  1792. 

Article  43. — New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

Their  Hon.  Mightinesses,  the  Corresponding  Delegates,  the 
Deputies  and  the  Classes  are  longing  for  information  and  hoping 
to  hear  good  things  from  those  churches.  But  the  Classis  of 
Amsterdam  cannot  satisfy  that  longing  as  no  letters  have  been 
received  from  them. 

General   Convention    of    Eeformed   Dutch    Churches  in 

North  America,  October  2-6,  1792. 

Adoption  of  a  Church  Constitution. 

Extracts. 

Invited  and  Present  Ministers  and  Elders. 

The  Rev.  Brethren,  Ministers  and  Elders,  who  were  Inyited,  to  the  end  that  tbf 
Rey.  Body  might  enjoy  their  counsel  and  assistance,  respecting  the  weighty  satjeet 
of  Chnrch  Order,  etc.,  arrived,  and  according  to  credentials,  were  found  to  be: 

From  the  Rev.  Classis  of  New  York. — The  Rev.  Professor  Joannes  H.  LiTingitoii« 
with  his  Elder,  Peter  Wilson ;  Dr.  Petrus  Low,  with  his  Elder,  Nic  Schick ;  Dr. 
Bfartlnus  Schoonmaker,  with  his  Elder,  Jacob  Sharp ;  Dr.  J.  Jackson,  with  his  Elder, 
John  Meyer. 

From  the  Rev.  Classis  of  New  Brunswick. — Dr.  Ellas  Van  Bnnscboten  mud  Dr. 
Benjamin  Du  Bols,  with  his  Elder,  Jacobus  Hubbert ;  and  Dr.  Peter  Stndlfocd,  with 
his  elder,  Edward  Bunn. 
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From  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Hackensack. — Dr.  Warmoldns  Kuypers,  and  Dr.  Henricna 
Bchoonmaker,  with  his  Elder,  Henry  Kipp. 

From  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Kingston. — Dr.  Stephanos  Goetschius,  with  his  Elder, 
Christopher  Ostrander;  Dr.  Andrew  Gray,  with  his  Elder,  Joannes  Van  Kleek;  Dr. 
Moses  Froligh,  with  his  Elder,  David  Smith;  Dr.  Abraham  Van  Horn,  with  his 
Elder,  Henry  Mowers. 

From  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Albany. — Dr.  D.  Romeyn,  S.  B.  Theol.  Doct.,  with  hii 
Elder,  Abraham  Suits ;  Dr.  Joannes  Demarest,  with  his  Elder,  Abraham  Fonda. 


Church  Order. 

Professor  Livingston  reported,  that  he  had  completed  the  work  intrusted  to  him 
at  the  last  extra  Synod  on  Church  Order,  and  brought  to  the  table  a  draft  of  Bxplana^- 
tory  Articles  for  Synodical  approval ;  whereupon.  Synod  were  pleased  to  appoint  a 
committee  carefully  to  examine  said  draft,  and  report  thereon,  9iante  Bynodo.  Pn^ 
fessor  Livingston,  Drs.  William  Linn,  D.  Romeyn,  Solomon  Froligh,  Jno.  Basset, 
Peter  Studiford,  and  Samuel  Smith,  with  Abraham  Duryee,  Philip  Schuyler,  Comelini 
Van  Veghten,  Edward  Bunn,  and  John  Woertman,  Elders,  were  appointed  as  thia 
eommlttee. 

The  Rev.  Committee  brought  in  the  following  report,  which  was  made  a  Synodical 
decree: 

The  Rev.  Body,  taking  up  this  Lemma,  find  that  it  originated  in  the  year  1788, 
(Art  XXVII.)  since  which  time  it  has  been  continued  and  has  been  made  a  subject 
of  action  from  time  to  time,  until  the  present  session,  ^when  we  have  the  happiness 
of  seeing  all  the  branches  pertaining  to  this  weighty  subject  completed  and  brought 
to  the  table. 

The  Rev.  Body  having  inspected  the  same,  and  read  it  article  by  article,  and 
approved  both  the  translation  of  the  ecclesiastical  regulations  of  the  Synod  of  Dort., 
In  the  years  1618  and  1619,  and  the  Explanatory  Articles  relative  to  the  same,  show- 
ing how  they  are  applied  to  the  Reformed  Church  in  this  country,  agreeably  to  the 
Articles  of  Union,  of  the  years  1771  and  1772,  all  the  Rev.  Brethren  formally  and 
solemnly  recognized  said  Articles  as  a  just  exposition  of  the  nature  and  mode  of  the 
government  and  discipline  received  and  established  in  said  churches;  and  the  same 
are  to  that  end  in  the  most  earnest  manner  commended  to  all  the  members  of  their 
widely  extended  congregations,  as  the  Ecclesiastical  Rule  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church  in  North  America;  and  Professor  Livingston  and  Dr.  William  Linn  and  the 
Elder,  Mr.  Peter  Wilson,  are  appointed  a  committee  to  issue  said  work,  who  shall 
exercise  care  over  Its  phraseology,  without  assuming  to  attempt  the  least  change  in 
Its  sense  and  meaning.  ^ 

English  Psalmody. 

The  Rev.  Body  direct  that  Professor  Livingston  be  thanked  for  his  services  in  com- 
piling and  editing,  as  well  as  procuring  a  copyright  of  the  English  versification  of 
the  Psalms ;  and  said  Professor  is  hereby  appointed,  in  the  name  of  this  Rev.  Body, 
to  do  whatever  further  pertains  to  this  subject. 


Ecclesiastical  Books  and  Papers. 

On  proposal,  it  is  recommended  to  the  Rev.  Classes  to  make  careful  inquiry  after, 
and  bring  to  the  table  of  this  Rev.  Body,  at  their  next  assembling,  all  books  and 
papers  of  the  old,  as  well  as  the  subsequent  Coetus  and  Conferentie  Bodies,  which 
are  found  within  their  jurisdiction ;  as  also  an  accurate  and  definite  account  of  tht 
time  of  the  formation  of  the  congregations,  and  of  the  persona  by  whom  it  waa 
affected,  with  an  accompanying  historic  narrative  of  the  most  noteworthy  events 
which  have  occurred  from  time  to  time,  to  the  end  that  the  same  may  be  preserved 
among  the  papers  of  the  Rev.  Synod,  as  the  historical  documents  of  our  Church. 
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Professorship. 

The  Rev.  Body  ordain,  that  a  committee  he  appointed  to  deyise  a  plan  for  tin 
promotion  of  the  object  comprehended  under  this  Lemma,  and  to  report  thereon  d1l^ 
ing  the  session  of  this  Synod.  The  Rev.  Drs.  William  Linn  and  Dlrck  Romeyn,  with 
Peter  Wilson,  Elder,  were  appointed. 

The  respected  committee  brought  In  the  following  report,  viz. : 

The  committee  taking  Into  consideration  this  weighty  subject,  with  the  Tariooi 
plans,  in  relation  to  the  establishment  of  the  Professorship,  at  yarioas  timet  pre- 
sented to  the  Synod,  find  them  associated  with  such  vast  difflcnlties,  that  they  art 
unable  at  present  to  fix  upon  anything  which  might  be  practicable  or  effectual  for  Iti 
accomplishment.  The  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that  the  Rey.  Synod  should 
continue  to  keep  this  subject  aliye,  and  under  notice,  In  expectation  that  It  will 
please  the  Lord  and  King  of  his  Church  to  open  a  door  to  free  their  Profeaor  fron 
such  hindrances  in  the  execution  of  his  Professorship,  as  he  has  heretofore  been  sob* 
ject  to,  and  put  it  in  his  power  wholly  to  derote  himself  to  its  particular  duties. 

This  report,  being  read  and  approved,  was  made  a  Synodlcal  ordinance ;  and  staiet 
some  of  the  students  ot  diyinity  find  it  "exceedingly  difficult,  on  account  of  defldency 
of  means,  to  pursue  th^r  studies  in  the  commercial  emporium  of  New  York,  under 
the  care  of  the  Professor,  the  Rev.  Synod  judge  that  one  or  more  of  the  brethrtn 
in  the  country  should  be  nominated  and  appointed  to  carry  forward  snch  students 
for  the  holy  ministry,  in  hope  that  It  will  please  the  great  Lord  and  King  of  hit 
Church  speedily  to  open  a  way  for  the  placing  of  the  Professorship  on  a  desirable 
basis;  and  for  this  purpose,  Drs.  Solomon  Frollgh,  V.  D.  M.  at  Hackensack  and 
Schraalenbergh,  and  Dirck  Romeyn,  S.  S.  Theol.  Doct  and  Biinister  at  Schenectady, 
are  nominated  and  appointed. 


Episcopal  Church  in  Albany,  1792. 

The  old  English  Church  which  stood  in  the  centre  of  State  street,  opposite  Ba^ 
rack,  now  Chapel  street,  was  erected  in  1715.  It  was  alluded  to  by  Kalm,  in  1749, 
as  being  built  of  stone,  without  a  steeple,  and  standing  directly  under  the  Fort.  The 
tower  on  the  west  end,  was  a  distinct  structure,  erected  after  1750.  The  bell  wai 
cast  in  England,  and  is  still  used  in  St  Peter's  Church,  bearing  this  Inscription: 
St  Peter's  Church,  In  Albany,  1751 ;  J.  Ogilvle,  minister ;  J.  Sterenson.  E.  CoUlM, 
wardens.  Rey.  Thos.  Ellison  was  the  last  pastor  who  officiated  In  the  old  church.^ 
Munsell's  Annals  1.  285. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

1793,  Julv  22nd.  Svnodalia.  Art.  43  ad  43.  The  Classis  is 
able  at  present  to  impart  no  particular  information  concerning 
New  York  and  New  Jersey,     xvi.  185. 

Synod  of  North  Holland,  July-Aug.  1793. 

Article  43. — New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

Their  High  Mightinesses,  the  Corresponding  Delegates  and  the 
Deputies,  are  longing  for  information,  and  hoping  to  hear  good 
things  from  those  churches.  But  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  can- 
not satisfy  that  longing  as  no  letters  have  been  received. 
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The  Pabticuulb  Synod  of  Refobmed  Dutch  Ghubohes  in 

NoBTH  Amebica^  Oct.  1-4, 1793. 

Extracts. 

Chubch-Obdbb  OB  Constitution. 

The  iMQlng  of  the  CONSTITUTION  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  churches  In  America 
haTlng  heen  regarded  as  a  matter  of  great  importance,  and  measures  having  been 
taken  by  many  successlye  Synods  to  carry  the  same  into  execution ;  and  the  proposal 
of  Professor  Livingston,  made  In  the  Extra  Synod  of  May,  1792,  to  embrace,  in  cer- 
tain Explanatory  Articles,  a  general  account  of  the  government  and  discipline  of  the 
Dutch  churches,  as  well  as  the  particular  manner  in  which  the  regulations  adopted 
in  the  last  National  Synod,  held  in  Dordrecht,  are  to  be  followed  and  applied  to 
local  circumstances  in  America,  having  been  likewise  received,  and  said  Explanatory 
Articles  placed  upon  the  table  of  the  General  Synod,  held  in  New  York,  in  October, 
1702 ;  the  translation  also  of  the  ECCLESIASTICAL  RULES  of  said  Synod  of  Dord- 
recht having  been  unanimously  approved,  and  orders  given  that  the  whole  should  be 
committed  to  the  press :  Professor  Livingston,  in  the  name  of  the  committee,  reported 
to  this  Body,  that  the  same  had  been  happily  completed,  and  exhibited  the  BOOK 
containing  the  Liturgy  and  Government  of  the  Church,  embraced  in  the  Ecclesiastical 
Rules,  and  Explanatory  Articles  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Churches  in  America.  Agree- 
ably to  the  foregoing  resolutions  of  the  Synod,  Synod  received  the  same  with  full 
approbation,  and  with  thanksgivings  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  on  whose  shoulders  is 
the  government  of  the  Church,  and  who  has  hitherto  preserved  and  blessed  the 
Beformed  Church,  and  enabled  Its  members  to  present  their  CONSTITUTION  in  a 
manner  which  they  regard  acceptable  to  Him ;  and  not  without  expectation  that  the 
same  will  be  contemplated  with  satisfaction  by  other  persuasions,  being  convinced 
that  it  will  subserve  the  promotion  of  piety  and  good  order  in  the  respective  congre- 
gations. The  Rev.  Synod,  therefore,  with  all  earnestness,  recommend  this  publlcsp 
tlon  to  all  their  congregations,  and  cannot,  at  the  same  time,  refrain  from  testifying 
their  thankfulness  to  the  members  of  the  committee  appointed  to  carry  forward  this 
work. 
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COBRBSPONDENCB  WiTH  THE  OhUBCH  OF  HOLLAND. 

The  Deputati  report,  that  since  the  last  session  no  letter  has  come  to  hand  from 
the  Bev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam.  Ordered,  that  Dr.  Solomon  Frollgh  and  Gerardus  A. 
Kuypers,  Deputati  Synodl,  address  themselves  to  the  Bev.  Synod  of  North  Holland, 
through  a  letter  to  the  Bev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  representing  to  them  the  general 
condition  of  the  Beformed  Dutch  Church  in  this  country,  as  likewise  that  the  Synod 
had  once  and  again  transmitted  their  minutes  and  had  received  no  reply,  with  the 
request  that  the  previous  correspondence  with  the  Church  of  Holland  may  be  con- 
tinued, and  that  they  will  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  this  Body  as 
soon  as  it  be  considered  safe. 


Funds. 

Mr.  John  Basset,  who  had  put  forth  his  utmost  exertions  to  procure  funds  for 
Queens  College,  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  the  Synod  of  October,  1791,  at  present 
having  a  sum  of  money  in  hand,  solicited  the  advice  of  Synod  as  to  the  disposal  to 
be  made  of  said  money.  It  appeared  to  the  Synod,  from  authentic  reports,  that  the 
Trustees  of  Queens  College  recently,  without  seeking  the  approval  of  Synod,  or  com- 
municating to  them,  as  was  proper,  their  Intentions,  had  made  proposals  to  the  Trus- 
tees of  Princeton  College  to  form  a  union  with  them,  which,  if  carried  Into  effect, 
would  not  only  destroy  the  expectations  of  the  Synod  founded  upon  the  repeated 
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promise  and  representations  of  the  Tmstees  of  said  seminary,  bat,  besides,  serre  far 
the  complete  annihilation  of  the  same.  In  consequence  of  this  report,  npon  calm 
consideration,  the  Rev.  Body  determined : 

1.  That  such  gentlemen  as  have  exerted  themselves  to  collect  funds,  ai^reeabiy  to 
the  Synodlcal  resolution  of  October  1791,  and  have  already  handed  over  the  same  to 
the  Trustees  of  Queens  College,  have  undoubtedly  acted  according  to  what  seemed  to 
them  the  sense  and  meaning  of  said  resolution,  and  thus  seem  not  to  be  to  blame; 
but  that  such  as  still  have  In  hand  any  of  the  collected  moneys  are  directed  not  to 
deliver  them  to  the  Trustees  of  Queens  College,  but  to  deposit  them  In  some  of  the 
public  banks  for  safe  keeping,  jintll  Synod  shall  have  fully  understood  whether  the 
Trustees  of  Queens  College  have  not,  by  such  proposals,  so  far  departed  from  their 
former  position  and  relation,  that  It  Is  Impossible  for  the  Synod,  consistently  with 
right  and  agreeably  to  the  solemn  promises  made  In  their  name  to  subeeribers  and 
contributors,  to  bestow  upon  said  college  any  further  sums  collected  under  the 
patronage  of  the  Dutch  Church. 

It  was  directed  that  Mr.  Basset,  with  all  others  In  like  condition,  be  famished 
with  a  copy  of  this  resolution. 

2.  That  the  resolution  which  was  passed  October  18,  1791,  to  secure  subecriptloas 
for  the  benefit  of  Queens  College,  and  on  account  of  which  plan  for  the  establishment 
of  a  fund  for  the  Professorship  was  formed,  shall  be  regarded  aa  wholly  suspended, 
and  not  again  to  be  in  foroe  until  the  Synod  shall  have  taken  n«w  measures  In  rela^ 
tlon  to  this  subject 


Professorship. 

All  the  Rev.  Classes  have  this  subject  in  Aoti$. 

The  Rev.  Classls  of  Hackensack  laid  the  following  extract  from  their  minutes 
before  the  Synod : 

"The  Rev.  Classls  profoundly  lament  that  the  salutary  object  under  this  Lemma 
seems  thus  far  to  have  been  frustrated ;  whereto,  In  their  estimation.  It  has  not  a 
little  contributed,  that  the  Rev.  Synod  have  frequently  taken  measures  for  the  sup- 
port of  Queens  College,  under  which  the  Professorship  has  always  been  contemplated 
as  merely  a  subordinate  object,  and  especially  that  the  recently  collected  moneyi 
were  not  directed  to  be  delivered  to  the  Quaestor  of  Synod,  to  be  first  and  principally 
applied  to  the  advancement  of  the  Professorship,  as  being  of  much  greater  importance 
to  our  Church  than  said  institution.  The  Rev.  Classls  are  of  opinion  that,  by  reason 
of  the  manifold  inconveniences  which  attend  the  study  of  Sacred  Theology,  both 
under  the  Professor  and  elsewhere,  the  Rev.  Synod  should.  In  the  speediest  manner, 
put  forth  its  utmost  endeavors  to  establish  a  Professoral  School,  and  release  the 
Professor  from  parochial  service,  to  the  end  that  he  may  devote  himself  wholly  to  the 
duties  of  his  office." 

The  Rev.  Synod,  taking  this  subject  into  careful  consideration,  unite  with  the  Rev. 
Classis  of  Hackensack  In  lamenting  that  a  subject  which  has  always  been  regarded 
of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  well-being  of  the  Church,  and  which,  from  the  begin- 
ning of  our  ecclesiastical  existence  in  America,  has  been  regarded  as  worthy  of  atten- 
tion, has,  by  various  adverse  circumstances,  from  time  to  time  been  frustrated.  The 
Synod,  deeply  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  bringing  this  object  to  a  completion, 
and  fully  convinced  that  the  respective  congregations,  and  besides  all,  the  members 
of  the  Reformed  Church,  will  heartily  unite  upon  a  subject  which  sustains  so  inti- 
mate a  relation  to  the  CONSTITUTION  and  well-being  of  our  Church,  have  Resolved, 
that  the  resolution  of  the  session  of  May,  1791,  which  was  suspended,  too  afford  the 
better  opportunity  to  make  collections  for  Queens  College,  be  revived  and  be  regarded 
as  In  full  force.  To  the  end  that  this  matter  may  be  better  made  known  In  all  the 
churches  which  will  be  applied  to  for  aid  by  the  respective  ministers  and  Consistories, 
the  Synod  direct  the  substance  of  said  resolution  to  be  proposed  In  this  article,  which 
reads  as  follows,  viz. : 

"The  Rev.  Synod,  taking  this  important  subject  into  further  serious  consideration, 
and  being  desirous  that,  as  soon  as  possible,  something  decisive  may  be  done  for  the 
promotion  of  the  same,  have  seen  fit  to  appoint  a  committee  to  devise  a  plan  sub- 
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■eryient  thereto,  and  to  report  thereof  stante  Synodo,  In  consequence  of  this  appoint- 
ment, the  following  report  was  presented,  yiz. : 

"That  the  Supreme  Synod  should  first,  and  above  all,  seek  means  to  constltnte  a 
fund  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Professorship,  and  to  that  end,  take  subscriptions  in 
all  the  congregations,  and  continue  them,  if  It  be  deemed  necessary,  for  three  years 
in  succession ;  and  that  the  collected  moneys  be  immediately  employed  to  originate  a 
secure  capital  with  suitable  interest.*' 

This  report  having  been  read,  was  made  a  Synodlcal  resolution;  in  addition  to 
which,  the  Rev.  Synod  further  judge,  that  said  subscriptions,  and  the  collecting  of 
moneys  in  the  different  congregations,  should  be  made  in  such  manner  as  the  respec- 
tive Consistories  of  the  congregations  judge  best ;  and  that  the  moneys,  immediately 
upon  their  reception^  shall  be  transmitted  by  the  respective  Consistories  to  the  Hon. 
Peter  Wilson,  of  Long  Islahd,  who,  in  the  character  of  agent  of  this  Rev.  Body,  shall 
faithfully  employ  the  same  for  the  formation  of  a  capital,  which  he  shall  deliver  to 
the  corporation  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  of  New  York,  who  shall  preserve  what 
is  thus  intrusted  to  them  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  Dutch  churches,  and  dispose  thereof 
only  in  accordance  with  the  directions  of  the  General  Synod. 

It  was  directed  that  a  copy  of  this  article  be  immediately  transmitted  to  the  Rev. 
Consistories  of  each  congregation. 


Lbgislatuse  of  New  York  Refuses  to  Allow  a  Lottery  foe 

Church  of  Greenbush. 

From  Albany  Gazette,  February  10,  1794. 

The  committee  of  the  house  of  assembly  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the 
Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  Greenbush  for  a  lottery  to  raise  money  to  complete  their 
church,  reported  against  granting  the  petition.— Munsell's  Annals  of  Albany,  Vol.  ill. 
p.  162. 

German  Beformed  Church,  Albany. 
Act  for  sale  of  Building,  March  27,  1794. 

"Whereas  it  hath  been  represented  that  Paul  Hochstrasser,  John  Abbot  and  John 
Tillman,  having  expended  large  sums  of  money  in  erecting  a  building  for  the 
Reformed  German  congregatioo  in  the  city  of  Albany,  with  sundry  appurtenances, 
which  sums  were  never  reimbursed  by  the  said  congregation  through  the  means  of 
their  inability. 

And  whereas  also  It  has  been  further  represented,  that  the  said  congregation  is 
dispersed,  and  the  building  become  useless.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  people  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  represented  In  Senate  and  Assembly,  That  Abraham  Hun,  Teunls  T. 
Van  Vechten  and  John  C.  Cuyler  be,  and  are  hereby  appointed  trustees,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  selling  the  aforesaid  building,  with  the  appurtenances,  exclusive  of  the  right 
of  soil ;  and  out  of  the  moneys  therefrom  arising,  to  settle  with  all  such  persons  who 
may  have  any  demands  against  the  same;  and  should  the  moneys  therefrom  arising 
not  be  competent  to  satisfy  the  said  claims,  they  shall  be  and  are  hereby  authorised 
to  pay  each  claimant  a  just  proportion  of  the  moneys  arising  from  the  said  premises, 
according  to  his.  her,  or  their  respective  demands.**  (See  under  Feb.  1772.) — Man- 
seirs  Annals,  1.  128. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

1794,  July  21st.  Synodalia.  Art.  43  ad  43.  The  Committee 
has  received  no  information  from  New  York  and  New  Jersey, 
xvi.  214. 


1703 
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1794 

Synod  of  North  Holland,  July-Aug.  1794. 

Article  43. — New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

The  entire  Assembly  desires  information,  but  Amsterdam  had 
received  no  letters. 

Particular  Synod  of  Keformed  Dutch  Churches  in  North 

America,  October  1794. 

Extracts. 

Church  Order. 

The  object  of  this  article  having  been  attained,  it  is  no  longer 
continued.  The  delegates  of  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Hackensack 
stated  that  some  dissatisfaction  had  arisen  among  the  members  of 
said  Classis,  by  the  issuing  of  the  explanatory  articles  of  our 
Constitution  in  the  English  language  only,  at  the  same  time  pray- 
ing that  the  same  might  also  be  translated  and  published  in  the 
Dutch.  The  Synod  are  of  opinion  that  this  matter  pertains  alto- 
gether to  the  General  Synod. 

Correspondence  of  the  Church  of  Holland. 

The  Deputati  Synodi  reported  that  they  had  prepared  a  letter  to 
send  to  Holland,  but  that  no  opportunity  had  yet  occurred  to  for- 
ward the  same. 

Funds. 

Since  it  appears,  from  the  minutes  of  the  last  held  General 
Synod,  that,  on  account  of  satisfactory  information  received  from 
the  Trustees  of  Queens  College  that  no  union  has  been  formed 
with  the  College  of  Princeton,  (the  expectation  of  which  event 
led  the  Particular  Synod  to  forbid  the  delivering  of  certain  col- 
lections,) that  Eev.  Body  have  consequently  annulled  the  prohibi- 
tion. This  Synod  unite  in  said  act,  and  recommend  to  all  who 
have  in  possession  any  of  the  moneys  to  hand  them  over  to  the 
Trustees  of  Queens  College. 
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Gekman  Reformed  Church,  New  York. 
Call  of  the  Rev.  George  Philipp  Miledoler,  May  6,  1795. 

After  the  receipt  of  the  resignation  of  our  former  pastor,  Johann  D.  Gross,  it  was 
resolved  to  proceed  to  elect  a  man  as  successor.  In  whom  the  congregation  could  put 
confidence,  when  according  to  the  vote  of  the  Consistory,  and  the  choice  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  congregation  of  the  Evangelical  Reformed  Church  in  New  York,  you  the 
Eev.  Geo.  P.  Miledoler,  was  declared  duly  elected,  as  a  man  gifted,  and  from  whom 
they  might  expect  all  that  became  a  minister  of  the  Gospel  in  the  Reformed  Dutch 
Church;  and  in  parti<«uiar,  that  you  would  promote  the  peace  and  good  will  of  the 
congregation. 

We  therefore,  hereby  call  you  to  be  our  Shepherd  and  Pastor,  in  behalf  and  name 
of  said  Evangelical  Reformed  Church  In  New  York,  on  the  conditions  common  to  the 
office  of  a  minister,  such  as  a  blameless  walk  and  conversation,  so  that  you  may  be 
an  example,  in  God*s  hand,  of  winning  many  souls,  and  strengthening  the  bonds  of 
peace  in  our  midst ;  also,  that  you  will  be  expected  to  fulfil  the  following  duties : 

1st.  To  preach  two  sermons  every  Sunday,  one  in  the  morning  and  one  in  the 
afternoon,  every  third  sermon  to  be  in  the  English  language,  but  so  arranged  that  this 
sermon  take  place  in  the  afternoon.  Every  morning  there  shall  be  a  German  sermon, 
and  the  minister  shall,  after  having  read  a  verse  or  two  of  the  Hymn,  read  the 
Gospel  for  the  day  in  front  of  the  altar. 

2nd.  To  administer  the  Lord's  Supper  four  times  a  year,  viz.  Easter,  Whitsunday, 
Christmas,  Michealmas  Sunday,  with  a  preparatory  lecture. 

The  preparatory  lecture  and  Communion  and  Thanksgiving  sermon  must  be  in  the 
German  language,  even  if  they  should  fall  upon  the  time  for  the  usual  Ehiglish 
sermon. 

3rd.  To  instruct  the  youth  in  the  Heidelberg  Catechism,  and  when  old  enough,  such 
other  instruction  necessary  to  their  being  admitted  to  the  communion. 

4th.  To  administer  the  discipline  according  to  the  wise  provisions  of  the  Reformed 
Church,  and  the  unerring  word  of  God. 

5th.  To  baptize  the  children,  being  remunerated  therefore  by  never  less  than  four 
shillings. 

Cth.  Marriage  and  funeral  orations  when  desired,  shall  be  paid  for  accordin^^  to  the 
time,  etc.,  but  never  less  than  one  dollar. 

7th.  The  sick  and  afDicted  shall  be  visited  by  the  minister  alone,  and  especially  at 
proper  seasons  by  him,  with  members  of  the  Consistory. 

8th.  The  minister  shall  when  necessary,  call  together  the  Consistory,  and  assist 
them  and  help  to  carry  out  whatever  may  be  resolved  upon  by  them ;  also,  look  after 
the  poor,  widows  and  orphans  belonging  to  the  congregation  and  their  relatives  when 
requested  to  do  so,  and  all  other  duties  connected  with  the  feast  days  kept  by  the 
Reformed  Church. 

9th.  Should  the  minister  wish  to  accept  a  call  to  another  church,  or  for  other 
reasons  to  give  up  his  office,  he  shall  give  notice  of  the  same  to  the  Consistory  three 
months  beforehand,  so  that  they  may  have  time  to  elect  another  in  his  place. 

10th.  Should  the  congregation  (which  it  is  hoped  will  not  be  the  case)  have  cause 
to  dissolve  the  connection,  the  minister  no  longer  laboring  to  the  edification  of  the 
people,  they  shall  also  give  him  three  months  notice  of  the  same. 

11th.  The  minister  shall  as  customary,  have  four  free  Sundays. 

And  as  it  is  but  Just  and  chrlstian-llke,  that  those  who  labor  in  a  christian  con- 
gregatlon  should  be  respected,  we  promise  to  love  and  reverence  you,  and  to  aid  and 
assist  you,  so  that  your  labors  may  be  blessed  among  us,  and  in  all  that  appertains 
to  our  office  to  act  for  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  Church.  We  further  promise 
you  the  yearly  salary  of  Two  hundred  pounds.  New  York  currency,  payable  quarterly, 
which  shall  be  paid  so  long  as  you  may  fulfil  the  above  conditions  and  remain  with 
us.  For  this  purpose,  we  will  take  care  that  you  are  furnished  with  a  lawful  certifi- 
cate from  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  sealed  with  their 
seal. 

We  must  acknowledge  that  this  salary  is  small,  but  the  present  state  of  the  Church 
makes  it  Impossible  to  raise  the  amount — but  should  the  congregation  increase  under 
your  ministry,   and   peace  prevail,   which   God  grant,   we  doubt  not  but  that  the 
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Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

1796,  July  18th.  Synodalia.  Art.  43  ad  43.  No  informa- 
tion has  been  received  by  the  Classis  from  New  York  and  New 
Jersey,     xvi.  286. 

Synod  of  North  Holland,  July-Aug.  1796. 

Article  43. — ^New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

The  Corresponding  Delegates  had  nothing  about  this  matter  in 
their  Acts.  The  Deputies  judged  that  hereafter  this  Article 
might  be  dropped  from  the  Acts.  And,  as  Amsterdam  had  re- 
ceived no  reports,  the  Synod  resolved  that,  if  in  future  no  reports 
come  in  from  there,  this  Article  can  hereafter  be  dropped  from 
the  Acts,  while  provisionally  it  is  left  standing. 

• 

Pabtioulab  Synod  of  Reformed  Dutch  Churches  in  America 

Oct.  5-8,  1796. 

Extracts. 

Correspondence  With  the  Church  of  Holland. 

The  Depotatl  Informed  Synod  that  they  had  forwarded  the  letter  to  the  Clasalc  of 
Amsterdam,  which  was  aproved  by  the  last  Synod,  but  had,  as  yet,  received  no 
answer. 


1796 


Professorate. 

The  following  letter  from  the  Professor  was  laid  before  the  Synod,  and  read : 
To  the  Rev.  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  America: 

That  the  Church  is  greatly  interested  in  obtaining  a  succession  of  ministers,  well 
established  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Gospel,  and  capable  of  defending  them.  Is  so 
obvious,  that  every  denomination  of  Christians  esteem  it  their  duty  to  make  the 
most  strenuous  efforts  for  securing  that  desirable  object.  Of  this,  the  Reformed 
Dutch  Churches  in  Europe  have  always  been  deeply  convinced,  and  their  singular 
attention  to  the  education  of  candidates  for  the  ministry  has  been  the  means  of  pre- 
serving their  respectability  and  purity.  Of  this  also,  the  same  churches  in  America 
appear,  from  their  earliest  settlement,  to  have  known  and  /elt  the  importance.  They 
were  the  first  who  contemplated  a  public  institution,  for  the  express  purpose  of 
affording  a  regular  education  in  theology,  and  had  they  persevered,  they  might  at 
this  day  have  had  an  establishment  that  would  have  done  honor  to  themselves,  and 
been  extentftely  iiseful.  The  Dutch  Church,  from  a  variety  of  circumstances,  seemed 
to  be  particular./  desigcatai  by  Divine  Providence  to  effect  this  work.    The  fullest 
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confldence  was  placed  in  their  orthodoxy ;  the-  expectation  of  the  pablic  was  raised, 
and  other  churches  were  waiting  with  approbation  for  the  accomplishment  of  the 
plan.  A  Professor  of  Divinity  was  the  principal  article,  which  the  union  of  the 
Dutch  Churches  in  1771  g^uaranteed.  They  pledged  themselves  to  the  churches  in 
Holland  to  bring  it  Into  immediate  effect,  and  their  government  has  proceeded  ever 
since,  and  is  now  actually  founded  upon  the  supposition,  that  all  the  students  have 
obtained  a  regular  education  In  theology. 

The  system  which  has  been  interrupted  during  the  war,  was  in  1784  matnrdy 
organized,  and  an  appointment  to  the  office  of  Professor  of  Theology  completed; 
resolutions,  to  oblige  the  students  to  attend  his  lectures,  were  renewed,  and  the 
Synod  were  solemnly  engaged  to  support  the  institution.  It  was  then  conceived  tliat 
the  establishment  would  and  ought  to  exist  alone,  without  any  connection  with  a  col- 
lege, and  resolutions  were  passed  to  call  upon  all  the  churches  to  raise  a  fund,  the 
interest  of  which  would  suffice  for  the  independent  maintenance  of  the  Professorate. 
This  subject  has  continually  been  brought  forward,  and  the  minutes  of  every  session 
will  testify  with  what  attachment  and  zeal  the  repeated  determinations  in  its  favor 
were  made.  One  plan  after  another  has  been  formed,  and  at  length  that  fixed  upon 
In  the  last  General  Synod  appeared  to  be  unanimous,  adequate,  and  flnaL  From  a 
conviction  that  the  institution  was  necessary  to  the  government  and  well-being  of  cor 
churches,  and  at  the  pressing  request  of  the  Synod,  I  accepted  of  the  office,  with  all 
its  burdens,  in  full  confidence  of  receiving  the  promised  support  and  countenance. 
Amidst  the  cares  of  the  ministry,  and  weighty  parish  duties,  I  have  endeavored,  even 
to  the  injury  of  my  health,  to  fulfill  also  those  of  the  Professorate,  and  twelve  years 
have  elapsed  during  which  I  have  continued  my  labors,  in  the  firm  expectation  of 
having  the  institution  brought  to  a  respectable  issue.  The  Synod  repeatedly  desired 
me,  as  soon  as  I  could  find  it  practicable,  to  relinquish  a  part  of  my  parochial  serr- 
ices,  and  retire  some  little  distance  from  the  city,  for  the  better  attendance  and 
accommodation  of  the  students;  and  for  this  purpose  a  formal  application  was  made, 
In  the  name  of  the  churches,  to  the  congregations  of  New  York,  to  obtain  their  con- 
sent to  such  a  measure.  This,  at  length,  I  have  effected,  but  not  without  the  price 
of  half  my  annual  salary.  It  was  further  wished  that  the  retirement  might  be,  if 
possible,  on  Long  Island,  and  I  have,  in  compliance  with  this  wish,  although  it  ti 
attended  with  peculiar  inconveniences  to  myself,  removed  to  the  island,  where  I  hare 
devoted  my  time  and  labors  more  extensively  than  before,  to  the  students  of  Divinity, 
whose  numbers  Immediately  Increased  to  more  than  double. 

At  the  session  held  In  May  last.  I  reported  what  I  had  done.  Upon  that  occasion 
it  was  reasonable  for  me  to  expect,  after  making  such  sacrifices  to  comply  with  the 
desire  of  Synod,  that  some  decisive  steps  would  have  been  immediately  adopted,  to 
carry  into  execution  the  determination  of  the  last  General  Synod,  or  at  least,  that 
resolutions  expressive  of  the  approbation  and  blessing  of  the  charches,  upon  my 
endeavors  to  serve  them,  would  have  been  made ;  but  the  report  was  barely  minuted, 
and  the  whole  passed  over  in  silence.  The  Professorate  remains  thus  entirely  for- 
saken, and  no  measures  are  pursued,  or  even  proposed,  to  countenance  and  assist  the 
Institution.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  Inquire  into  the  causes  which  have  produced 
these  delays,  much  less  to  exhibit  the  most  distant  complaint ;  but  it  is  time  that  oar 
views  should  be  candidly  explained,  and  the  business  brought  to  some  decided  point; 
and  to  obtain  this  alone,  I  have  brlefiy  stated  these  facts,  and  xk>w  lay  them  before 
Synod.  If  it  be  conceived  that  a  regular  course  of  lectures  in  theology  Is  not  neces- 
sary ;  if  the  Dutch  Church  will  consent  to  be  beholden  to  other  denominations  for 
the  education  of  their  candidates ;  or  if,  in  consequence  of  any  other  plan,  the  pres- 
ent institution  is  to  be  abandoned,  let  it  be  explicitly  and  without  delay  declared, 
that  the  congregations  may  be  acquainted  with  the  decision,  and  other  arrangementi 
to  supply  their  wants  be  immediately  made.  But  if  no  alternative  is  suggested.  If 
nothing  superior  or  equal  Is  proposed,  to  that  which  has  already  been  adopted,  end 
for  the  accomplishment  of  which  the  churches  have  repeatedly  pledged  their  falttu 
why  must  it  any  longer  languish  for  the  want  of  spirit  and  unanimity,  whilst  abund- 
ant means  for  bringing  it  to  perfection  are  within  our  reach  ?  That  I  am  not  at  all 
anxious  on  my  own  account,  is  sufficiently  evinced  by  the  silence  and  passive  waiting 
which  has  marked  my  whole  conduct  since  my  appointment  to  the  office;  but  I  con- 
fess I  am  anxious  to  see  an  institution  established,  of  whose  Importance  I  am  so 
fully  convinced,  and  of  whose  future  existence  I  now  begin  to  doubt  I  am  very 
anxious  for  the  reputation  and  honor  of  our  churches,  who  cannot,  in  Justice  to  their 
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numben,  wealth,  and  character,  suffer  the  wbole  burden  of  preparing  their  candidates 
to  rest  upon  one  Individual  member.  It  is  not  only  an  ungenerous,  but  a  precarious 
source  of  dependence.  An  Individual  cannot  long  struggle  alone,  against  the  dis- 
couragements which  arise  from  public  neglect;  and  it  is  impossible  that  private 
exertions,  however  successful  and  strenuous  they  may  be  for  a  time,  can  answer  all 
the  purposes  of  such  an  institution.  It  must  be  countenanced  by  public  bodies,  who 
feel  an  interest  in  its  reputation,  and  unite  their  combined  influence  to  support  and 
recommend  it,  or  it  can  never  be  prosecuted  with  vigor,  or  prove  extensively  bene- 
ficial. Upon  the  whole,  after  a  candid  and  partial  view  of  existing  facts,  and  of  all 
that  has  passed  upon  the  subject,  I  am  constrained  to  make  the  following  conclusions : 

1.  That  whatever  might  have  been  the  serious  resolution  of  those  of  1771,  who 
formed  the  union,  or  of  those  of  1784,  who  established  the  Professorate,  the  most  of 
whom  are  now  entered  into  their  rest,  It  does  not  appear  to  be  the  intention  of  our 
churches  to  carry  the  institution  into  effect. 

2.  That  as  long  as  I  continue  with  my  private  exertions  to  supply  the  wants  of 
the  public,  no  measures  will  be  executed  for  bringing  the  Professorate  to  a  due 
establishment     And, 

3.  That  if  such  measures  are  suffered  to  slumber  much  longer,  the  whole  institution 
win  sink  into  oblivion,  and  all  the  benefits  to  be  expected  from  it  be  inevitably  lost. 
Under  these  impressions,  I  beg  leave  to  consult  with  Synod,  whether,  if  nothing  is 
done  in  their  present  session  for  accomplishing  the  plan  adopted  in  the  last  General 
Synod,  it  will  not  be  proper  for  me  immediately  to  discontinue  my  labors,  and  hold 
no  more  lectures  for  the  students,  until  it  shall  be  known  what  the  churches  deter- 
mine, or  whether  the  Synod  will  advise  me  to  persevere  until  the  next  session  of  the 
General  Synod,  when,  if  nothing  is  effected,  we  must  consider  the  public  countenance 
to  be  finally  withdrawn,  and  the  institution  in  its  present  connection  wholly  and  for- 
ever deserted.  To  these  earnest  inquiries  I  am  assured  the  Synod  will  favor  me  with 
a  candid  reply,  and  direct  me  in  what  may  be  deemed  the  most  advisable  for  advanc- 
ing the  real  Interest  and  prosperity  of  our  churches.  After  all  the  delays  which 
have  attended  this  momentous  object,  I  most  solemnly  declare,  that,  as  soon  as 
proper  steps  are  taken  to  render  it  eflicient,  I  will,  if  it  please  God  to  spare  me,  very 
cheerfully  co-operate  with  my  brethren,  and  be  ready,  as  I  now  am,  to  attend  the 
students,  and  spend  the  remainder  of  my  days  in  their  service. 

With  the  most  affectionate  attachment  to  the  Synod,  and  affectionate  prayers  for 
the  advancement  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom,  I  am  their  brother  and  fellow-laborer 
in  the  Gtospel. 

(Signed,)  J.  H.  Livingston. 

The  Synod,  impressed  with  the  importance  of  Its  contents,  resolved  to  use  all 
possible  means  to  carry  into  effect  the  resolutions  of  the  General  Synod  of  1794  on 
this  head;  and  for  this  purpose,  resolve  to  circulate  the  following  subscription  list 
among  the  congregations,  with  such  expedition,  that,  if  possible,  the  sum  of  the 
collections  be  reported  to  the  next  General  Synod : 

**  The  General  Sjfnod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  North  America  being  desir- 
ous of  raising  a  fund  for  the  support  of  a  Professor  of  Theology,  and  having  earn- 
estly recommended  that  subscriptions  for  that  purpose  be  taken  in  all  the  churches 
under  their  care,  and  appointed  Peter  Wilson,  Robert  Benson,  John  Yanderbilt,  and 
Richard  Varlck,  Esq's.,  trustees  of  said  fund :  we,  the  subscribers.  Impressed  with  the 
importance  and  utility  of  the  design,  do  promise  to  pay  the  sums  annexed  to  our 
respective  names,  to  be  forwarded  to  the  above-mentioned  trustees." 

The  Synod  hope  that  the  Professor,  notwithstanding  the  discouragements  which 
have  marked  his  exertions,  will  still  continue  the  labors  of  his  office:  and,  that  he 
may  be  assured  of  their  full  desire  to  support  him,  they  have  ordered  this  sub- 
scription to  be  printed,  and  appointed  Dr.  Linn,  with  Messrs.  Kuypers  and  Abeel,  to 
have  it  printed,  together  with  a  circular  letter  to  the  Consistories  of  all  the  churches. 
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General  Synod  of  the  Beformbd  Dutch  Church  in  America, 

June  6-12,  1797. 

Extracts. 

Church  op  Holland. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  Partlcolsr  Synod,  relative  to  the  corr^spondenee  with  the 
Church  of  Holland,  were  read ;  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  Deputies  of  Synod 
had  prepared  and  forwarded  a  letter  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  but  had  as  yet 
received  no  answer. 


Professorate- 

The  General  Synod  having  minutely  Inquired  into  the  measures  pursued,  time  after 
time,  In  order  to  raise  a  fund  for  the  support  of  the  Professorate,  and  the  success  of 
those  measures,  the  following  question  was  taken : 

*'Is  it  expedient,  under  present  circumstances,  to  take  any  further  measures  for 
the  support  of  the  Professorate?**  which  was  answered  In  the  negative. 

The  General  Synod  then  appointed  a  committee  on  this  business,  who  brought  in  a 
report ;  which,  after  being  amended,  was  agreed  to,  and  reads  as  follows,  viz. :  Ths 
committee  appointed  on  the  Professorate  report : 

**That  Professor  Livingston  ought  to  be  immediately  informed  of  the  determinatiOD 
of  Synod,  that  it  is  not  expedient,  under  present  circumstances,  to  take  any  further 
measures  for  the  support  of  the  Professorate;  that  they  express  to  him  the  sense 
which  they  entertain  of  the  Important  services  which  he  has  already  performed; 
that  it  will  be  highly  acceptable  to  them,  if  he  can  still  continue  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  the  office  under  the  discouragements  that  exist;  and  that  a  minute  of  the 
determination  referred  to,  with  this  report,  be  transmitted  to  him,  for  the  purpose 
above  mentioned. 

"That  the  committee  also  report,  that  in  consequence  of  the  serious  inconveniences 
which  arise  from  the  certificate  of  a  professor  being  absolutely  required  for  the  admis- 
sion of  students  to  examination,  the  Synod  do,  in  the  present  session,  nominate  and 
appoint  two  additional  Professors  of  Theology. 

"The  committee  further  recommend,  that  the  Professors  of  Theology  be  requested 
to  accept  ten  pounds  annually,  from  their  respective  students,  until  Providence  may 
open  a  way  for  the  establishment  of  a  sufficient  fund  for  their  support.  Independent 
of  any  other ;  that  all  such  students  who  have  not  ability  to  pay  be  exonerated,  and 
that  the  sum  above  specified  be  paid  by  the  General  Synod,  and  that  the  respective 
Classes  judge  of  the  inability  of  said  students.*' 

The  General  Synod,  having  nominated  professors  and  fixed  the  day  when  an  elec- 
tion should  be  made,  agreeably  to  the  Constitution,  (Article  XXI.  Explanatory 
Articles)  proceeded  at  the  time  to  elect  two.  The  ballots  being  canvassed,  it 
appeared  that  the  Rev.  Dr.  D.  Romeyn  and  the  Rev.  Solomon  Prollgh  were  chosen  to 
that  office;  the  formula  required  by  Article  XXII.  of  Explanatory  Articles  having 
been  subscribed  by  them,  In  the  presence  of  Synod,  a  certificate  of  their  appointment 
was  given  to  each  of  them. 


•  •  •  • 


Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

1797,  July  17th.  Svmodalia.  Art.  43.  We  have  received  a 
letter  from  (the  Synod  of)  N'ew  York  and  New  Jersey,  and  refer 
ourselves  thereto,     xvi.  351. 
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Synod  of  North  Hollant),  July-Aug.  1797. 

Article  44. — New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

The  Corresponding  Delegates  had  nothing  on  this  subject  in 
their  Acts.  The  Deputies  then  made  inquiries  of  the  Classes. 
The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  reported  that  an  extensive  account  of 
the  state  of  the  churches  there  had  come  in,  and  that  it  would  com- 
municate the  same  to  the  next  Synod. 

Pabticular  Synod  op  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  America, 

Oct.  3-5, 1797. 
Extracts. 

Correspondence  With  the  Church  of  Holland. 

The  Deputati  reported  that  they  had  received  no  answer  to  the 
letter  sent  to  the  Church  of  Holland. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
1798,  July  23rd.     Synodalia.     Art.  42  ad  44  (43  ?).     We  refer 
ourselves  to  the  information  (received?)     xvi.  372. 

Synod  of  North  Holland,  July-Aug.  1798. 

Article  43. — New  York  and  New  Jersey. 
The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  reported  that  the  information  re- 
ceived had  been  mislaid  and  was  not  now  at  hand,  and  that  it 
hoped  to  be  able  to  communicate  it  in  future. 

Pabticular  Synod  of  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  America, 

May  21-23, 1799. 

Extract 

Correspondence  With  the  Church  of  Holland. 

The  following  Deputati  Synodi,  viz.,  the  Rev.  Petrus  Van 
Vlierden,  Henricus  Schoonmaker,  William  Linn,  John  Bassett, 
Samuel  Smith,  and  Gerardus  A.  Kuypers,  reported  that  no  answer 
had  as  yet  been  received  to  the  letter  of  Synod.  The  said 
Deputati  were  directed  to  draft  a  letter  in  the  Low  Dutch  lan- 
guage to  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  and  present  the  same  to  this 
Synod  for  their  approbation  during  the  present  session. 

133 
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The  committee  reported  that  they  had  not  yet  completed  the 
letter  whereupon, 

Resolvedy  That  said  committee  be  authorized  to  complete  the 
same  and  forward  it  to  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  and  present 
a  copy  thereof  at  the  next  ordinary  session  of  Synod. 

COBSESPOXDEiNCB  FeOM  AmEKICA. 

The  Particular  Synod  of  New  York  to  the  Eev.  Synod  of  North 
Holland.     May  25,  1799.     Vol.  25,  pages  114,  115. 

The  Deputies  received  a  letter  from  New  York  which  is  of  the 
following  import : 

Very  Rev.  Sirs,  Men,  Fathers  and  Brethren  in  our  Lord  Jes^ 
Christ:  Grace  be  unto  you,  and  peace  I 

According  to  the  contents  of  a  copy  of  the  11th  Article  in  the 
Acts  of  the  (Particular)  Christian  Synod,  held  at  New  York,  May 
2l8t,  and  following  days,  in  the  year  .1799,  the  undersigned, 
Deputies  of  the  Synod,  have  the  honor,  with  all  due  respect,  to 
bring  to  the  notice  (onder  het  oog)  of  the  Very  Rev.  Christian 
Synodical  Assembly  of  North  Holland,  which  is  to  be  held  at 
after  the  arrival  of  this  their  Synodical  letter  in  Hol- 
land, the  following  facts: 

That  the  very  Rev.  Ohurch  Assembly  of  New  York  of  North 
America,  did,  as  much  as  four  years  ago,  by  its  Deputies  at  that 
time,  the  Revs.  Solomon  Frelingh  and  Gerardus  A.  Kuypers, 
send  a  letter  to  the  Very  Rev.  Synod  of  North  Holland,  convey- 
ing its  fervent  desire  to  hold  correspondence  between  the  two 
Ecclesiastical  Assemblies  respectively,  of  North  Holland  and  of 
North  America,  etc.,  etc. ;  but  that,  hitherto,  to  her  deep  sorrow, 
she  had  received  no  answer  to  the  said  letter,  and  is  unaware  what 
may  be  the  reason  therefore. 

That  the  High  Church  Assembly  of  North  America  is  still  gov- 
erned by  that  desire  for  such  correspondence.  Wherefore  she  has 
charged  her  present  Deputies,  the  undersigned,  to  repeat  the  re- 
quest as  given  above,  which  she  hereby  does.  Should,  however, 
although  this  is  not  expected,  the   High    Church    Assembly  of 
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North  Holland  deem  it  unadyisable  to  enter  into  such  corres- 
pondence, the  American  Synod  desires  to  be  honored  at  least  with 
a  proper  statement  of  the  reasons. 

Meanwhile,  there  remains  still  general  agreement  (instemmen) 
between  us;  and  the  (Particular)  Christian  Synod  of  North 
America  cannot  persuade  herself  to  think  that  those  of  North 
Holland  will,  without  reason,  desire  to  repudiate  her;  the  more 
60,  (Dutch  idiom,  the  less  so)  because  she  feels  certain  that  those 
of  North  Holland  are,  as  well  as  herself,  fully  convinced  of  the 
salutary  results  which  both  Assemblies  and  the  churches  belong- 
ing under  them,  can  expect  from  such  a  correspondence ;  not  only 
in  the  way  of  a  friendly  and  fraternal  intercourse  (of  different 
parts)  of  one  and  the  same  church-Society,  (niet  alleen  ene  vrienet 
broederlyke  gemeenschap  van  een  en  hetzelfde  Kerk-Genoot- 
schap,)  but  also  a  combined  power  for  the  preservation  of,  and 
adherence  to  the  Purity  of  Doctrine  and  the  Formulae  of  Unity — 
a  mutual  watching  together  against  the  wolves  which  would  like 
to  make  inroads  into  the  sheepfold  of  our  great  Shepherd,  Jesus. 
This,  indeed,  is  to  be  accounted  our  common' duty  and  great  privi- 
lege— ^matters,  however,  which  need  not  now  be  dwelt  upon  at 
greater  length. 

It  is,  moreover,  the  desire  of  our  High  Church  Assembly  that, 
in  every  region,  truth  and  love,  unity  and  peace  may  kiss  each 
other;  in  order  that  thus  the  Kingdom  of  our  Great  King  and 
ever  blessed  Head  of  the  Church,  Jesus  Christ,  may  be  more  and 
more  extended  over  the  whole  earth.  To  that  end,  may  the  Lord, 
crown  with  the  best  of  his  blessings,  all  the  efforts,  transactions 
and  resolutions  of  the  High  Church  Assemblies  on  both  sides  and 
of  all  the  faithful  ones  in  the  land ! 

With  this  we  have  the  honor  of  being 

Your  Very  Revs,  well-wishing  servants,  friends  and  brethren 

in  office, 

Peter  Van  Vlierden 

Written  at  New  York,  Gerardus  A.  Kuypers. 

May  25, 1799. 

(This  letter  was  read  by  the  Deputies  to  the  Classis  of  Amster- 
dam on  Feb.  24, 1800.) 
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Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

New  York  and  New  JiatsET. 

1799,  July  2l5t.  Synodalia.  Art  40  ad  43  (42  ?)  We  refer 
ourselves  to  the  information  (received)   in  the  foregping  year; 

being  the *. . .  then  mentioned,  but  not  found.     (  ?)     xvL 

393. 

Synod  of  N"orth  Holland,  July-Aug.  1799. 

Article  41. — ^New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

The  rest  of  the  Classes  had  hoped  to  obtain  at  this  time  some 
report  from  those  of  Amsterdam  concerning  the  churches  in  New 
York  and  New  Jersey ;  but,  as  the  report  had  not  yet  been  found, 
they  find  themselves,  as  well  as  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  dis- 
appointed in  their  hopes. 

General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  America, 

June  3-13,  1800. 

Extracts. 

Correspondence  With  the  Church  of  Holland. 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  Particular  Synod  on  this  sub- 
ject informed  the  Synod  that  no  answers  have  been  received  to  the 
letters  written  for  several  years  to  the  Synod  of  North  Holland, 
probably  owing  to  the  interrupted  state  of  affairs  in  that  country. 

Resolvedy  therefore^  That  the  Particular  Synod  continue  the 
friendly  correspondence  with  the  said  Church. 


Professorate. 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  subject  of  the  Professorate 
made  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted : 

Your  committee  find  that  the  General  Synod,  from  the  year 
1771,  have  invariably  had  in  view  the  establishment  of  a  respect- 
able and  useful  Professorate,  and  that  until  the  year  1797, 
measures  have  been  adopted,  time  after  time,  to  accomplish  this 
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desirable  object,  but  all  to  no  purpose;  that  in  the  year  1797, 
therefore,  the  (Jeneral  Synod  passed  a  resolution  that  it  was  im- 
practicable to  do  anything  more  under  the  existing  circumstances, 
and  also  appointed  two  other  professors  in  connection  with  Pro- 
fessor Livingston,  authorizing  them  to  receive  from  each  student 
annually,  the  sum  of  ten  pounds,  as  a  compensation  for  their 
labors;  still,  however,  keeping  in  view  the  aforesaid  establishment. 
Your  committee,  therefore,  are  of  opinion,  that  the  Professorate 
should  be  continued  in  the  present  state,  until  a  fund  be  raised, 
the  interest  of  which  shall  be  sufficient  to  support,  and  render  inde- 
pendent, one  or  more  professors,  who  shall  then  devote  all  their 
time  to  the  duties  of  their  office.  To  procure  such  a  fund,  we 
submit  to  your  consideration  the  following  plan: 

1.  That  the  sum  of  at  least  two  shillings  be  solicited  from  each 
of  the  members  of  every  congr^ation,  annually,  for  the  space  of 
six  years. 

2.  That  a  collector  be  appointed  by  the  Consistory  of  each  con- 
gregation^ to  collect  the  above,  who  shall  receive  five  per  cent,  for 
his  trouble,  and  shall  deliver  the  collections  to  the  Questors  of  the 
respective  Classis. 

S.  That  the  Questors  of  the  respective  Classes  deposit  their  re- 
ceipts in  the  hands  of  the  Questor  of  General  Synod. 

Resolvedy  further.  That  every  minister  open  a  subscription  in 
his  own  congregation,  and  the  vacancies  which  he  may  visit;  the 
sums  subscribed  to  be  received  in  quarterly  payments,  or  the  whole 
at  once,  by  the  ministers,  and  transmitted  by  them  to  the  Questor 
of  this  Synod. 


Church  Obdeb. 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  subject  of  Church  Order  re- 
ported, that  it  be  recommended  to  General  Synod  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee for  the  purpose  of  forming  arrangements  to  constitute  a 
number  of  new  Classes,  and  a  new  Particular  Synod.  The  Synod 
accepted  this  report,  and  appointed  Dr.  John  H.  Livingston,  Dr. 
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Dirck  Bomeyn,  and  the  Bev.  Solomon  Froligh,  to  compose  said 
cormnittea 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  9  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Concluded  with  prayer. 

Friday,  June  13th, 

9  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Met  according  to  adjournment,  and  opened  with  prayer. 

Ordered  J  That  two  more  persons,  viz.,  the  Rev.  John  N.  Abed 
and  Mr.  William  W.  Gilbert,  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed 
to  select  parts  of  the  minutes,  and  to  publish  copies  thereof. 

New  Classes  and  New  Pabticulab.  Synoix 

The  committee  appointed  to  form  arrangements  to  constitute  a 
number  of  new  Classis  and  a  new  Particular  Synod  reported,  that 
the  following  new  arrangements  with  respect  to  the  Classes  of 
Albany,  Kingston,  and  Hackensack,  ought  to  take  place,  viz. : 

1st.  That  the  Classis  of  Albany  be  divided  into  three  Classes, 
to  be  known  and  distinguished  by  the  names  following,  and  eadi 
consisting  of  the  different  congregations  subjoined,  viz. : 

I.  The  Classis  of  Rensselaer  to  consist  of  the  Congregations  of 

Kinderhook  Qreenbush  Schaghticoke 

Schodack  Wynant's  Kill  Tyashoke 

Pittstown  Lansingburgh  Middletown 

Sinkhoick  Stillwater  Clifton  Park 

Waterford  Saratoga 

II.  The  Classis  of  Albany  to  consist  of  the  Congregations  of 

Albany  Baisic  Salem 

Bethlehem  Niskayuna  Helderbergh 

Coeymans  Schenectady  Beaver  Dam 

Coxsackie  Jerusalem  Woestyne  and  Boght 

The  churches  formed  in  Canada,  until  they  are  sufficiently 
numerous  for  a  separate  Classis,  are  to  be  annexed  to  the  Classis 
of  Albany. 
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III.  The  Classis  of  Montgomery  to  consist  of  the  Congregations 
of 

Remsen's  Bush  Schoharie  Kill 

Charleston  German  Flats 


Sharon 

Lower  Schoharie 

Upper  Schoharie 

Duanesborough 

Curriestown 

New  Rhinebeck 


Herkimer 

Sneirs  Bush 

Andriestown 

Coenraatstown 

Chenango 

Sacondaga 


Mayfield 
Stone  Arabia 
Canajoharie 
Conewago 
Owasoo  Lake 
Chukonot 
Amsterdam 
Fonda's  Bush 


2nd.  The  Classis  of  Kingston  to  be  divided  into  two  Classes,  to 
be  known  and  distinguished  by  the  names  following,  and  each  con- 
sisting of  the  congregations  subjoined : 

I.  The  Classis  of  Poughkeepsie  to  consist  of  the  Congregations 
of 


Claverack 
East  Camp 
Linlithgow 
Taghkanick 
Poughkeepsie 


Stissick 
Old  Stissick 
EedHook 
Rhinebeck 
Rhinebeck  Flats 


FishkiU 

New  Hackensack 

Hopewell 

Dover 


11.  The  Classis  of  Ulster  to  consist  of  the  Congregations  of 


Montgomery 
Shawangunk 
Oak  Hill 
Woodstock 
New  Hurley 


Bloomingdale 
Klein  Esopus 
New  Paltz 
Kingston 
Marbletown 


Rochester 
Saugertiee 
Wawarsing 
Catskill  Shokan,  and 
Paghkatghkan 


3rd.  The  Classis  of  Hackensack  to  be  divided  into  two  Classes, 
to  be  known  and  distinguished  by  the  names  following,  and  to 
consist  of  the  congregations  subjoined,  to  wit: 

I.  The  Classis  of  Paramus  to  consist  of  the  Congregations  of 

Tappan  Schraalenbergh  Ramapo 

New  Hempstead  Hackensack  Paramus,       Aquacka- 

Clarkstown  Kakiet  nonck,  and  Totowa. 
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II.  The  Olassis  of  Bergen  to  consist  of  the  Congregations  of 

Schraalenbergh  Bergen  English  Neighborhood 

Hackensack  Horseneck  Ponds 

Second  River  Pompton  Boonton 

The  Classes  of  New  York  and  New  Brunswick  to  remain  as 
before. 

These  Classes  ought  to  be  divided  into  two  Particular  Synods, 
whose  names  and  Classes  shall  be  as  follows: 

I.  The  Particular  Synod  of  New  York  to  include  the  Classes  of 

New  York  New  Brunswick  Paramua 

Bergen,  and  Poughkeepsia 

II.  The  Particular  Synod  of  Albany  to  oomprdiend  the  Classes 

of 

Ulster  Rensselaer 

Albany,  and  Montgomery 

Pastobai.  Lbtteb. 
To  the  Dutch  Reformed  Churches  in  America: 

The  General  Synod  wish  grace,  mercy,,  and  peace,  from  God  our 
Father,  and  Christ  Jesus,  our  Lord,  through  the  Eternal  Spirit 

Dearly  Beloved. — We  would  greatly  rejoice  if  we  had  it  in  our 
power  to  congratulate  you  on  the  general  prosperity  of  Zion,  and 
on  the  success  of  the  Gospel  Ministry  in  every  part  of  our  Church. 
But  while  we  have  reason  of  gratitude  for  the  manifestation  of 
the  divine  presence,  and  the  display  of  divine  grace  in  some  parts 
of  our  vineyard,  we  must  call  upon  you  deeply  to  lament,  with  us, 
the  visible  declension  of  vital  piety  through  our  land  in  general, 
and,  we  are  sorry  to  add,  throughout  our  churches.  We  cannot 
but  regret,  while  we  are  obliged  to  remind  you  of  the  small  number 
of  conversions  which  have  of  lat-e  years  taken  place,  of  the  few 
accessions  of  professors  even  to  the  visible  church;  of  the  loose 
lives  of  many  who  bear  the  Christian  name;  of  the  heinous  pro- 
fanation of  the  Lord's  day;  of  the  shameful  neglect  of  the  word 
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and  ordinaiLoes ;  of  the  almost  total  inattention  to  family  religion, 
which  is  intimately  connected  with  the  prevalent  disr^ard  of  the 
religious  education  of  youth  and  domestics;  of  the  baneful  progress 
of  infidelity  and  its  inevitable  consequences,  licentious  principles 
and  practices.  Who,  at  this  representation  of  facts,  does  not  feel 
emotions  of  sorrow  and  alarm?  Who,  attentive  to  the  common 
course  of  Divine  Providence,  does  not  apprehend  still  more  awful 
judgments,  both  upon  our  country  and  upon  our  churches,  than 
we  have  y|et  experienced  ?  Has  not  the  Lord  had  a  controversy 
with  us?  Has  he  not  manifested  his  displeasure,  by  those  awful 
tokens  of  his  wrath,  pestilence  and  fire  ?  Has  he  not  threatened 
us  with  war  ?  Has  he  not  frowned  upon  our  churches,  withdrawn 
in  a  great  measure  the  influences  of  his  Spirit,  caused  his  people 
to  mourn,  and  his  prophets  to  prophesy  in  sackcloth  ? 

Alarmed  at  these  dispensations;  deeply  concerned  for  your 
spiritual  and  immortal  interests ;  anxious  to  promote  the  glory  of 
God,  and  to  advance  the  cause  of  our  conmion  Eedeemer,  we 
earnestly  call  upon  you,  brethren,  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  to 
hearken  to  his  voice,  and  in  sincerity  of  heart  to  return  unto  him. 
We  exhort  you  to  love  and  cherish  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus.  Be 
diligent  in  searching  the  Holy  Scriptures ;  for  they,  through  grace, 
are  able  to  make  you  wise  unto  salvation.  Attend  faithfully  on 
all  the  ordinances  of  the  Lord's  house,  especially  on  the  preaching 
of  the  Gospel  is  the  power  of  Qod  unto  salvation  to  every  one  that 
believeth.  Be  careful  to  maintain  purity  in  doctrine,  and  a  de- 
portment becoming  real  Christians;  for  the  profession  of  the 
purest  doctrine,  unaccompanied  with  a  correspondent  conversation, 
loses  its  influence  upon  others,  and  gives  occasion  to  the  enemy  to 
blaspheme.  Therefore  be  careful  to  exercise  justice,  honesty, 
temperance,  industry.  Cherish  in  your  hearts,  and  display  in  your 
lives,  candor,  mutual  forbearance,  liberality,  charity.  Cultivate 
love,  not  only  with  those  of  your  own  denomination,  but  with  all 
who  love  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  sincerity  and  truth.  And  as 
family  religion  is  of  the  highest  importance,  and  without  it,  re- 
ligion cannot  flourish  in  the  churches,  above  all,  faithfully  instruct 
and  catechise  ypur  children  and  domestics;  punctually  maintain 
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interests  of  religion  at  heart;  as  you  desire  to  preserve  and  defend 
the  truths  which  you  have  received ;  as  you  would  wish  to  be  taught 
only  by  those  who  themselves  are  well  instructed;  as  you  regard 
the  glory  of  God  and  the  prosperity  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom ; 
afford  your  liberal  assistance  and  generous  patronage  to  an  insti- 
tution so  highly  laudable^  and  which  promises,  under  the  divine 
blessing,  the  most  extensive  usefulness. 

We  are,  brethren,  with  sincere  esteem  and  ardent  prayers  for 
your  welfare,  your  friends  and  servants  in  the  Lord. 

By  order  of  the  Oeneral  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church. 

•  ..•......•..•..•. ... .  .1. .  .1. . . . . .(. .......... .1. .  •.. ....... 

The  Congregations,  Ministers,  and  Candidates  of  the  Beformed 

Dutch  Church  in  North  America. 

Classis  op  New  Yoek. 

Gongregationt.  Ministers. 

J.  H.  Livingston 


New  York 


William  Linn 
Qerardus  A.  Kuypers 
John  N.  Abeel 


Martimus  Schoonmaker 
Peter  Low 


Flatbush 

Brooklyn 

Bushwick :. . 

New  Utrecht 

Qravesend , 

Flat  Lands — 

Jamaica 

Newtown 

Success 

Oyster  Bay 

Harlem 

Phillipsburgh 

Courtland  Town 

Peekskill 

Suiten  Island Thomas  Kirkby 

Fordham , Vacant 


>-Zadiajias  H.  Kuypers 


}■ 


John  Jackson 


f  William  Manley 
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Classis  of  Kinqstoth. 

Oongregations.  Minlgtan. 

Linlithgow ^ 

Upper  Bed  Hook ?- Jeremiah  RomeyiL 

Lower  Eed  Hook J 

Ehineland  Flats •     John  B.  Bomeyn 

PoTighkeepsie )  ^       ..      ^ 

«           -       ,  V  Cornelius  Brouwer. 

otoutenburgh j 

Fishkill 

Hopewell ^Nicholas  Van  Vranken. 

I^ew  Hackensack 

Saugerties Petrius  Van  Vlierden 

Marbletown , Stephen  Goetschiiis 

Rochester ; ) 

Wawarsing J  Garret  MandeviUe 

New  Platz. j 

New  Hurley }  John  H.  Meyer 

Shawangunk i 

Montgomery fMosesFroHgh 

Kingston • .     1.  L.  Doll 

Kleyn  Esopus Vacant 

Bloomingdale do. 

Schoharie  Kill ,. do. 

Schoteau do. 

Woodstock do. 

Clove ...••. • . ...        do. 

Dover do. 

Classis  of  Albany. 

Conffregations.  Ministers. 

. ,,  (  John  Bassett, 

'  John  B.  Johnson 

Schenectady   Dirck  Bomeyn 

Boght John  Demarest 

Half  Moon )  ^  ,     ^- 

-..--,  ^  \  John  Close 

Middletown ) 


r  Jacob  Sickels. 
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Congreiratlons.  Minlsten. 

^^<^^^ f  Winslow  Paige 

Stillwater  ' 

Schodack )    i^n     .  ^.         -r>      ^ 

_    - ,  -  >  Christian  Bork 

Betnlehem ) 

Kinderhook Isaac  Labagh 

Coxsackie 

Coejmans ,. .,. 

Catskill )  p^^  -Lshagh 

OakhiU » 

Helderbergh ^ 

Jerusalem LHennanus  Van  Huisen 

Salem J 

Amsterdam ."^ 

New  Harlem ^  Coenrad  Ten  Eyek 

Mayfield J 

Conewago Abraham  Van  Horn 

Charleston Henry  Wyckoff 

Schoharie Rynier  Van  Nest 

Owasco Abraham  Brokaw 

Bay  of  Cante Robert  McDowall 

Saratoga Vacant 

Teashok do. 

Sinkhoick do. 

Pittstown do. 

Lansingburgh do. 

Wynant's  Kill do. 

Greenbush do. 

Niskayuna do. 

Clifton  Park do. 

Woestyne do. 

Bemsen's  Bush do. 

Duanesborough do. 

Lower  Canajoharie do. 

Stone  Arabia do. 

German  Flats do. 

Herkimer ...••.•• do. 
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Congregations.  MiniBters. 

l^^'^  • I  Nicholas  Lanaing 

riew  Hempstead ) 

Bamapo )  q^^^^  q  Brinkerhoff 

Eakiat ' 

Panna ...,...,...,•... ..    Peter  De  Witt 

Pompton Stephen  Ostrander 

Paramus Wilhelmus  Eltinge 

Schraalenbergh Solomon  Proligh 

liackensack Jacobus  V.  C.  Romeyn 

Aquaekanonck Henricus  Schoonmaker 

^^  '  "  * i  John  Comelison 

E.  Neighborhood ) 

Second  River Peter  Stryker 

Boonton Vacant 

Horse  Neck   . ., do. 

William  P.  Knypers 

Candidatbs. 

Philip  Duryee  John  Schureman 
George  Barkelow  Isaac  Van  Doren 
Miles 

Congr^ations,  139 

Ministers  59 

Candidates  5 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

1800,  July  21st  Synodalia.  Art  40  ad  40.  A  letter  has 
again  been  received  from  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  to  which  we 
refer  ourselves,  and  transfer  the  same  to  the  Synod  of  North 
Holland,  to  which  it  belongs.  This  one  together  with  the  reasons 
why  the  former  was  not  referred  to,  will  have  to  be  answered 
nomine  Sy^odi.     xvi.  435. 

Synod  of  North  Holland,  July-Aug.  1800. 

Article  40. — New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  brought  in  a  letter,  written  from  New 
York,  signed  by  Peter  Van  Vlierden  and  Gerardus  A.  Kuypers, 
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as  Deputies  of  the  Synod  of  New  York,  under  date  of  May  25, 
1799,  and  addressed  to  the  North  Holland  Synod.  It  contained 
in  the  main: — 

A  complaint  that  the  Synod  of  New  York  had  written  to  this 
Syiiod  a  letter  containing  four  questions  and  an  expression  of  its 
burning  desire  to  hold  correspondence  between  their  Assembly  and 
this  one,  but  that  no  answer  had  been  received.  The  said  Synod 
does  still  urge  its  proposal,  and,  in  case  of  a  refusal  which  it  does 
not  expect — it  requests  to  be  at  least  honored  with  a  reply. 

Upon  this  it  was  resolved  to  let  the  Deputies  answer  the  letter 
and  give  the  reasons  why  it  was  not  answered  sooner ;  and  to  agree 
to  the  correspondence  by,  transmitting  to  that  Synod  an  extract 
from  our  Acts  of  this  year — ^the  preparation  and  delivery  of  whidi 
to  be  also  left  to  the  Deputies. 

German  Befobmed  Chukch,  New  Yobk. 
Meeting  of  the  Consistory  on  the  22nd  December,  1800. 

Mr.  Whitman  appointed  Chairman. 

Mr.  John  Semler  having  returned  from  Schodack,  reported  that  he  had  laid  the 
paper  intmsted  to  his  charge  before  the  Rev.  Christian  Borki  for  his  conslderatl<»i ; 
Mr.  Semler  farther  informed  the  Consistory  that  it  was  a  happy  circumstance  that 
our  congregation  had  taken  its  former  seat  in  the  Classis ;  as  Mr.  Bork  had  informed 
him,  that  had  not  this  change  taken  place,  he  could  not  have  come  down  to  preach 
for  us,  as  he  did,  but  that  he  had  the  fullest  assurance  of  Its  being  greatly  to  the 
advantage  of  our  congregation ;  Mr.  Bork  further  informed  Mr.  Semler,  that  he 
wished  the  Consistory  to  Inform  the  congregation  that  he  had  been  brought  up  to 
Lutheran  principles,  but  had  found  reasons  for  his  changing,  previous  to  his  advance- 
ment in  the  Ministry.  Mr.  Semler  mentioned  likewise,  that  it  would  be  proper  oo 
Mr.  Bork*s  accepting  our  call,  that  the  trustees  should  furnish  him  with  one  quarter's 
salary  in  advance,  and  to  this  the  trustees  firmly  agreed. 

An  Act  to  Provide  for  the  Incobporation  of  Religious 

Societies. 

Protestant  Episcopal  Churches — ^how  incorporated — Passed  March 

27th,  1801. 

Amendatory  Act  of  1819. — ^An  act  to  amend  the  Act,  entitled  "An  Act  to  provide 
for  the  incorporation  of  religious  societies."     Passed  March  6,  1819.     Chap.  83,  p.  84. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

New  York  axd  Netw  Jersey. 

1801,  July  20th.  Sjnodalia.  Art.  41  ad  40.  The  Classis,  not 
doubting  but  that  the  Deputies  would  confirm  the  Synodical  Reso- 
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lution,  have  answered  the  letter  from  New  Tork  in  the  confidence  ^®^^ 
that  there  would  be  perfect  satisfaction  therewith.     We  have 
received  no  information  from  New  Tork  since,    xvi.  466. 

1802,  July  19th.  Synodalia.  Art.  41  ad  41.  Since  the  pre- 
ceding action  we  have  received  no  further  information  from  New 
Tork  and  New  Jersey,     xvi.  491. 

1803,  July  18th.  Synodalia.  Art.  41  ad  41.  No  information 
has  been  received  from  New  Tork  and  New  Jersey,     xvi.  612. 

1804,  July  23rd.  Synodalia.  Art.  41  ad  41.  No  information 
from  New  Tork  and  New  Jersey,     xvi.  550. 

1805,  July  15th.  Synodalia.  Art.  42  ad  43  (41  ?).  No  infor- 
mation from  New  Tork  and  New  Jersey,     xvii.  69. 

1806,  July  21st.  Synodalia.  Art.  42  ad  43  (42  ?).  There  is 
no  information  concerning  New  Tork  and  New  Jersey.  We  have 
nothing  coming  before  us  concerning  these  places,  and  nothing 
remains  among  our  Acta.     xvii.  189. 

1807,  July  20th.  Synodalia.  Art.  41  ad  45  (42  ?).  No  infor- 
mation has  been  received  by  the  Classis  concerning  New  Tork 
and  New  Jersey,     xvii.  286. 

1808,  July  18th.  SynodaHa.  Art.  41  ad  43  (41  ?).  No  fur- 
ther information  has  been  received  by  us  from  New  Tork  and 
New  Jersey,     xvii.  401. 

1809,  July  17th.  Synodalia.  Art.  40  ad  41.  No  information 
has  been  received  from  New  Tork  and  New  Jersey,     xviii.  63. 

1810,  Aug.  20th.  Synodalia.  Art  39  ad  40.  New  Tork  and 
New  Jersey.     Oeen  hericht — ^No  information,     xviii.  114. 


This  is  the  last  allusion  in  the  Minutes  of  the  Classis  of  Amster- 
dam to  New  Tork  and  New  Jersey.  The  lemma  relating  to  them 
is  now  dropped.  This  was  partly  owing  to  the  fact  that  Corre- 
spondence had  not  been  kept  up  very  regularly,  and  partly  owing 
to  the  political  troubles  of  the  times. 

A  few  letters  were  again  exchanged  about  Church  Kecords, 
1841-6,  1887,  1897-8.     E.  T.  C. 

134 
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1810  Synod  op  North  Holland,  Jui*y-Auo.  1801-1810. 

1801.     Article  41. — New  Tobk  and  New  Jeksey. 

The  Deputies  had  replied  to  the  letter  from  New  York,  and  had 
accompanied  with  it  an  extract  from  onr  Acts^  for  which  they 
received  the  thanks  of  the  Assembly.  No  further  report  had 
come  in  from  that  Synod. 

1802.  Art.  41.  New  York  and  New  Jersey.  No  report  had 
come  in  from  there. 

1803.  Art  41.  New  York  and  New  Jersey.  No  reports  had 
been  received  from  there. 

1804.  Art.  48.  New  York  and  New  Jersey.  No  reports 
from  there. 

1805.  Art.  43.     New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

The  Classis  of  Alkmaar  asks,  if,  in  case  no  further  report  comes 
in  from  those  churches,  they  can  not  be  dropped  from  the  Acts. 

1806.  Art.  43.     New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

The  Classis  of  Edam  hands  in  a  letter  written  from  there  [New 
York],  March  17,  1806,  to  Eev.  G.  Habbema,  minister  at  Pur- 
merende,  accompanied  by  an  act,  written  in  English,  containng 
a  report  on  the  state  of  those  churches.  It  was  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  Deputies,  that  they  might  communicate  its  contents 
to  the  Classis. 

1807.  Art.  43.     New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

The  Deputies  had  the  Acts,  received  and  read  last  year,  trans- 
lated, but  found  nothing  therein  that  was  worthy  of  special 
attention. 

1808.  Art.  41.     New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

The  Deputies  and  the  Classes  had  received  no  report  from  there. 

1809.  Art.  40.     New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

Neither  Deputies  nor  Classes  had  received  any  report  from 
there. 

1810.  Art.  40.  New  York  and  New  Jersey.  [Last  refer- 
ence.] 

Neither  Deputies  nor  Classes  had  received  any  report  from 
there.  ' 

With  the  political  troubles  then  prevailing  in  Holland,  the 
reference  to  New  York  and  New  Jersey  is  finally  dropped  in  the 
minutes  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland.     E.  T.  C. 
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''  INVENTOEY  "  OR  CATALOGUE  OF  THE  CONTENTS 
OF  THE  OLD  ARCHIVES  OE  THE  CLASSIS  OF 
AMSTERDAM.— TRANSLATED,  1897. 

(This  was  fouiid  in  manuscript  in  the  archives,  1897.     It  is  not 
very  accurate  in  some  of  its  statements.     It  is  said  to  have  been 
prepared  by  order  of  Classis,  about  1882.     E.  T.  C.) 
(A  MSS.  Volume  found  in  the  Archives.) 


L 

Synodical  Documents,  written  in  folio  volumes. 

1.  A  volume  containing  the  "  Church  Discipline ''  of  the  Re- 
formed Church  of  France,  from  1559-1571,  as  well  as  the  Acts  of 
their  Synod  from  1573-1608,  with  a  Register  (or  Index).  Marked 
A.  61. 

2.  A  volume  containing  the  Acts  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland, 
from  1600-1617.     Marked  B.  52. 

3.  Acts  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  from  1618-1810,  in 
eighteen  volumes.     Marked  C-V.  53-70. 

[Here  we  have  a  completiO  set  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Particular 
Synod  of  North  Holland,  1600^1810.     E.  T.  C] 

4.  Acts  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  for  (separate)  years, 
viz. :  1595-6,  1599-1608,  1618,  1620-26,  1629-31,  1633-37,  1639, 
1643-46, 1648,  (bound  together)  in  one  volume.     Marked  74. 

5.  Acts  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  for  the  (separate)  years 
1661-4,  1666,  1670,  1671,  1673-5,  1678,  1681-4,  1689-91,  1694, 
1696,  1697,  (bound  together)  in  one  voluma     March  75. 

6.  Acta  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  for  the  years  1701, 1703, 
1706,  1707,  1709-1720,  (boimd  together)  in  one  volimie.  Marked 
76. 


7. 

Acits  etc. 

1721-30, 

in  one  volume. 

Marked  76. 

8. 

1731-40, 

"      77. 

9. 

1741-50, 

"      78. 

10. 

1751-60, 

"      79. 

11. 

1761-70, 

"       80. 

12. 

1771-79 

"      82. 

4396  EccLBSiASTiCAL  Records 

18.  Acts  etc.  1780-84, 

1787-8,  in  one  volume.  Marked  83. 

14.  "         1790-99,  "     "         "  "       84. 

15.  "         1800-1810,  "     "         "  "       85. 

16.  Acts  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  North  Holland,  1783-94,  in 
one  volume. 

17.  Repertorium,  or  Register,  (Digest)  of  all  the  Acts  of  the 
Particular  Sjnod  of  North  Holland  1572-1794,  together  with  those 
of  a  certain  Provincial  Synod,  held  at  Haarlem,  Anno  1572,  bound 
together  in  one  (very  large)  brown  leather  volume,  with  a  loose 
linen  cover.     (This  is  the  Second  Part  of  this  Eepertorium.) 

18.  Acta  Synodi,  held  at  Woerden,  July  8th-18th,  1794,  in 
cover. 

19.  Acta  Synodi,  Galeriae,  1801,  in  cover. 

20.  Notes  from  the  Synodical  Acts  of  South  Holland,  con- 
cerning the  Happenings  in  the  Matter  and  Confession  of  the 
Remonstrants,  1619-1777,  with  Register  (Index),  in  one  volume, 
with  Titla 

n. 

Classical  Documents. 

Concerning  Foreign  Congregations  standing  in  some  kind  of 
Relation  with  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

A.   (Documents)  in  Volumes. 

1.  Acta,  or  Handelingen,  of  the  Deputies  of  the  Rev.  Classis  of 
Amsterdam,  about  the  Indian  and  other  Foreign  Churdies,  in  six 
folio,  parchment-boimd  volumes,  numbered  20-25,  as  follows: 

A.  July  18th,  1639-May  27th,  1663.     (Vol.  20.) 

B.  Apr.  4th,  1663-Nov.  25th,  1720.     (Vol.  21.) 

C.  Apr.  8th,  1721-Apr.  13th,  1744.     (Vol.  22.) 

D.  Apr.  5th,  1746-Aug.  9th,  1758.     (Vol.  23.) 

[N.  B.  The  missing  years,  1744-6,  are  found  at  the  other  end 
of  this  volume,  when  turned  upside  down.     E.  T.  C] 

E.  Apr.  5th,  1751-Feb.  21st,  1781.     (Vol.  24.) 

F.  Apr.  2nd,  1781-Jan.  10,  1804.     (Vol.  25.) 
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2.    EXTEAOTS  FROM  LETTERS  TO  FoREIGN  ChUROHES. 

In  folio  paxchmentrbound  Volumes,  (as  follows)  : 
[Vols.  26-32  record  the  letters  of  Classis  in  r^ular  order,  but 
only  30,  31,  32,  are  marked  "  Copy-books,"  or  Books  for  recording 
the  letters  from  the  Classis.     See  Vol.  39.     E.  T.  C] 

a.  Volume  numbered  26,  running  from  Apr.  7th  1648  to  March 
22nd  1655. 

[Note  on  margin  of  Inventory  here:  To  this  writing  there  pre- 
cedes a  not  yet  catalogued,  very  damaged  Copy-book,  (Eecording 
Book),  about  the  Missions,  running  until  1635.  The  letters  sent 
away,  until  May  1648,  and  (one  document  in)  1666,  are  to  be 
found  with  the  Classical  Acts  in  Volume  39.  But  therewith,  some 
mistake  has  certainly  been  made.  No.  26  ought  to  have  followed 
No.  39. — ^But  see  paragraph  9,  below.     E.  T.  C] 

[Or  rather  Vol.  39  ought  to  have  preceded  Vol.  26 ;  while  Vol. 
87,  which  is  an  Index  to  Vol.  39,  ought  to  have  been  bound  up  with 
it.  Vol.  39  contains  some  Acts  of  the  Classis,  some  Acts  of  the 
Deputies,  mostly  repetitions  of  what  are  found  in  Vol.  iv,  of  Acts 
of  Classis;  and  some  letters  of  the  Classis,  all  between  1636-1648. 
E.  T.  C] 

b.  No.  27.  Running  from  May  1st,  1666-Dec.  29th,  1700. 

c.  No.  28  is  lost  [But  it  is  now  (1897)  in  the  Archives,  but 
the  number  of  the  Volume  is  hardly  legible.     E.  T.  C] 

d.  No.  29.     From  Dec.  1727-Oct.  29th,  1743. 

e.  No.  30.     From  Oct  29th,  1743-Apr.  2nd,  1753.    . 

f.  No.  31.     From  Apr.  2nd,  1753-Oct  4th,  1779. 

g.  No.  32.     From  Jan.  11th,  1780-Oct  24th,  1804. 

[Vol.  30  is  marked  Part  I  (Letters  1-136).  Vol.  31  is  marked 
Part  II  (Letters  1-314.)  Vol.  32  is  marked  Part  III  (Letters 
1-95)  and  these  three  Vols,  are  called  Copy-books,  or  books  for 
recording  the  letters  sent  by  Classis.  The  same  is  true  of  39,  jind 
of  all  between  26  and  32.     E.  T.  C] 

3.  Extracts  from  letters  received  from  abroad,  beginning  with 
the  year  1759,  and  running  to  Jan.  1st,  1781,  marked  (Volume) 
33,  in  a  folio,  parchment-bound  volume. 
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♦N".  B.  Although  this  Volume  is  marked  33,  it  belongs  plainly 
with  31,  as  is  also  in  some  measure  to  be  made  out  from  the  titla 

[This  note  is  a  mistake.  Vol.  33  is  marked  Second  Part  not 
with  reference  to  Vol.  31,  but  with  reference  to  Vol.  23,  as  now 
numbered,  which  is  First  Part  of  Extracts  from  Foreign  Letters; 
while  Vol.  34,  is  Third  Part  of  this  set  of  Extracts.  This  is 
obvious  for  several  reasons :  1.  Although  Vol.  23  is  in  the  set  of 
Minutes  of  Deputies,  it  is  also  full  of  Extracts  from  Foreign 
Letters.  2.  These  letters  run  to  WSS,  and  Vol.  33  begins  with 
letters  of  1759.  3.  Then  also  the  letters  in  Vol.  23,  are  numbered 
from  1-282,  and  in  Vol.  33  they  run  from  283-576. 

These  Volumes  are  also  marked  thus : 

Vol.  23,  marked  Part  I  (Letters  1-282) 

Vol.  33,  marked  Part  II  (Letters  283-576) 

Vol.  34,  marked  Part  III  (Letters  1-53) 

These  Volumes  were  yet  unnumbered,  when  marked  by  these 
Parts,  I,  II,  and  IIL     E.  T.  C] 

4.  Extracts  from  Letters  received  from  abroad  from  Oct  25Ui 
1780  until  Feb.  6th  1792,  in  folio,  parchment-bound  Volume,  with 
title.  Third  Part,  numbered  34. 

5.  Copies  and  Extracts  from  Letters  concerning  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Churches,  written  to,  and  answered  by  the  Classis  of 
Amsterdam,  with  Register  (Index)  ;  running  from  March  1752- 
1772;  in  folio,  parchment-bound  volume,  numbered  35. 

N.  B.  Turning  this  volume  upside  down,  at  the  back  end,  will 
be  found  the  Acts  of  the  Deputies  concerning  the  Pennsylvania 
Churches,  from  April  1753  until  Dec.  18th  1772. 

6.  Acts  concerning  the  Church  of  Banda,  [an  island  in  the 
Indian  Ocean],  subscribed  by  the  Consistory  of  the  congregation 
of  Banda,  Aug.  13th,  1625,  and  running  from  March  17th  1622 
until  Aug.  24th  1624.  In  large  folios,  brown-leather  bound 
Volume,  with  copper  clasps  and  comers,  marked  38a, 

7.  Register  of  the  children,  baptized  on  the  reef  at  Pemambuco, 
from  July,  1633  to  Jan.  1654.  Folio,  parchment  bound  volume, 
marked  38b. 
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8.  Eegister  (Index)  of  eodeeiastical  matters  in  the  East  Indies, 
West  Indies,  Guinea,  Virginia  or  New  Netherland, 

[Here  Virginia  and  New  Neth^land  are  identified.  It  is  in 
tliis  Index  that  Jonas  Michaelius  is  said  to  be  '^  late  minister  to 
Virginia."  So  in  Acts  of  Classis,  Vol.  iv,  when  asked  to  go  back 
to  New  Amsterdam,  the  margin  is  marked  "  Virginia,"  On  cover 
*'  Virginia  or  New  Netherland."  E.  T.  C] 
contained  in  the  Acta,  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  and  of  the 
Deputies  of  the  same ;  together  with  the  letters  sent  to  them  from 
the  East  Indies,  etc.,  or  belonging  to  the  said  churches.  In  folio, 
parchment-bound  Volume,  marked  37. 

[This  volume  is  only  an  Index  to  Vol.  39,  below,  and  does  not 
extend  later  than  1648.     E.  T.  C] 

9.  Formula-Book  containing  decrees,  formulas,  instructions  for 
Foreign  Churches,  etc.,  with  Register.  (?)  In  folio,  parchment 
bound  Voliune,  marked  39. 

[The  numbering  of  these  Volumes  is  very  faulty.    E.  T.  C] 

B.   (Documents)  in  Portfolios. 

I.  East  Indies.     Four  Portfolios,  numbered  i-iv,  containing 

1.  Loose  writings  chronologically  arranged,  running  from  1630- 
1699,  being,  partly,  ecclesiastical  reports,  especially  concerning  the 
congregations  at  Amboyna  and  Banda ;  and  partly,  papers  concern- 
ing ecclesiastical  disputes.  There  is  also  a  lot  of  documents  about 
the  printing  and  revision  of  the  Bible  translations  in  Low  Malay. 

2.  Reports  and  Statements  from  the  Reformed  Church  in  the 
East  Indies  for  the  years  1701,  1737,  1739,  1741,  1744-7 ;  with 
particular  accounts  of  the  Church  at  Amboyna,  etc.,  for  1707, 
1710,  1713,  1716,  1719,  1722,  1725,  1731,  1737,  1738;  also 
documents,  partly  concerning  ecclesiastical  disputes,  and  partly 
concerning  the  propriety  of  printing  the  Malay  version  of  the 
Bible  in  Arabic  letters  or  in  Latin  letters.  There  is  also  found 
therein  a  complaint  from  the  Portugese  ministers  at  Batavia,  con- 
cerning the  establishment  of  a  Lutheran  congregation  there. 

3.  Reports  concerning  the  Indian  Church  for  the  years  1751-6, 
1758-9,  1761-2,  1764-72,  1774-5,  1777,  1779-1783,  1786,  1790-1, 
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2.  Reports  concerning  churches  and  schools  for  the  years  1700, 
1702-25,  1729-31,  1736-39,  1741-50 Private  docu- 
ments on  ecclesiastical  disputes. 

3.  Reports  concerning  churches  and  schools  for  the  years  1751- 
71,  1773,  1775-6,  1778-81, 1783-6, 1791-2,  besides  some  letters. 

III.  West  Indies. 

A.  Surinam.     Seven  Portfolios,  numbered  i-vii,  containing, 

i  &  ii.  The  Acta  Conventus  Deputatorum,  or  General  Meeting 
of  the  Consistories  of  the  respective  churches  and  divisions  of  the 
Colony  of  Surinam,  for  the  years  1719-21,  1723-6,  1730-85,  1738- 
76, 1778, 1780-82, 1784, 1791. 

iii.  Letters  and  ecclesiastical  documents  for  1681-97 ;  and  also 
for  1714-35. 

iv.  Letters  on  ecclesiastical  disputes,  among  ministers,  and  with 
the  civil  authorities,  etc.,  for  1735-47. 

V.  Document  on  various  ecclesiastical  disputes  between  three 
ministers;  with  a  lot  of  details,  in  the  year  1748;  in  the  French 
and  Dutch  languages. 

vi.  Ecclesiastical  letters  and  controversies.  Resolutions  of  the 
Governor  General  with  accompanying  documents.  Missives  to  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam,  1749-1759,  some  in  French  and  some  in 
Latin. 

vii.  Some  ecclesiastical  documents  for  1761-84.     In  addition 

(1)  Conditions  and  Articles  granted  by  the  Society  of  Surinam 
to  the  Lutheran  Congregation,  which  (1741)  is  to  be  erected  there. 

(2)  A  Short  Summary  of  the  Doctrines  of  the  Christian  Faith, 
for  the  use  of  the  congregation  of  Paramaribo,  by  P.  Y.  (Pierre 
Yvar)  1744. 

(3)  Catalogue  of  the  Theological,  Historical  and  other  Books, 
kept  in  the  Deacon's  House  of  the  Poor  and  Orphaned,  at  Para- 
maribo; made  in  the  year  1745,  by  Domine  Antonius  Andra. 

B.  Curacoa.  Two  Portfolios,  marked  i  &  ii,  containing 
ecclesiastical  documents  from  1640-1787,  chronologically  arranged, 
and  marked  in  red-ink  from  0  1-C  92. 

C.  Smaller  Islands.  One  Portfolio  ^vith  ecclesiastical  docu- 
ments concerning  the  congregations  of  St.  Croix,  St.  Thomas  and 
St  Eustatius,  1720-91. 
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m 

CLASSICAL  DOCUMENTS— DOMESTIC  AFFAIKS. 

1.  Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  in  18  Yolumee,  numbered 
{torn  1-18,  and  running  year  by  year,  as  follows: 
Vols.      Years. 

1.  1582-1605. 

2.  16O6-1620a. 

3.  1620b-1631a, 

4.  1631b-1645. 

5.  1646-l'656a. 

6.  1656b-1670. 

7.  1671-1686a, 

8.  1686b-1701a, 

9.  1701b-l715a. 

10.  1715b-1730a. 

11.  1730b-1741a, 

12.  1741b-1754a. 

13.  1754b-1764a.  ' 

14.  1764b-1774. 

15.  1775-1790a. 

16.  1790b-1805a. 

17.  1805b-1808. 

18.  1809-1816. 

2.  Copies  of  the  Calls  of  the  Congr^ations  belonging  to  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam,  in  a  folio  parchmentrboimd  Volume,  No.  40. 

3.  The  Kules  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  newly  revised  and 
adopted,  Sept.  3rd  1770.  In  one  small  folio,  parchment  bound 
Volume,  marked  41. 

4.  Eegister  of  the  Sjnodical  Protests  and  Resolutions  (Be- 
monstrantien  en  Apostillen)  in  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  1651- 
1660.     Marked  71. 

5.  Register  and  Summary  of  all  Notable  Documents  and  Beso- 

lutions  of  the  Particular  Synods,  and  a  Provincial ,. . . . 

to  the  Northern  Quarter  from  1572-1651,  alphabetically  arranged. 
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6.  Catechism,  or  Instruction  in  the  Christian  Eeligion,  as  the 
same  is  taught  in  the  Churches  and  Sdiools  in  the  Electorate  of 
the  Palatinate  and  of  the  Netherlands  Middleburg.  By  IL 
Schilders,  1611.     Pages  114.     After  which  in  script^ 

1.  Formula  of  Subscription,  as  established  in  the  Naticmfll 
Synod  of  Dort,  1619,  and  subscribed  by  667  persons  whose  names 
are  numbered  and  by  many  more  unnumbered. 

2.  A  Declaration  for  the  maintaining  of  the  Canons  of  the 
Synod  of  Dort;  subscribed  by  the  Ministers  of  the  Classis  of 
Amsterdam. 

3.  A  Particular  Promise  to  abstain. 

oonoeming  other  congregations,  with  34  subscriptions. 

4.  Promises  subscribed  by  licentiates.  Parchment  Volunw^ 
4to. 

7.  Act-Book  of  the  Church  Visitation  (Committee,)  1792-1815. 
In  bound  leather  cover,  4to.     Unpaged. 

8.  Receipt  and  Disbursement  Book  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 
in  three  Parchment  Volumes,  4to.,  as  follows : 

(1)  From  1737-1750. 

(2)  From  1751-1770. 

(3)  From  1770-1816. 

9.  Church-Book,  containing  the  minutes  of  the  Consistory,  list 
of  members,  of  baptized  children,  and  of  marriages  performed 
(vertrokken)  from  1611-1690,  in  the  congregation  of  Cudelstraat 
A  Parchment-boimd  Volume. 

10.  Two  small  memorandum-books  of  Classical  payments.  Svow 
In  green  parchment  Covering  the  same  years  as  No.  8.  (1737- 
1816.) 

11.  A  Portfolio  entitled  "Domestic  Miscellany '', — (Varia 
Binnenland),  containing 

A.  Political  Resolutions  and  Writings  for  the  years  1772,  1776, 
1802,  1803,  1806-10. 

B.  Documents  concerning  the  case  of  Domine  D.  D.  Van 
Vianen,  in  1757.     (West  Indies.) 

C.  Documents  about  the  disputes  in  the  Diaconate  at  Naarden, 
1757. 
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D.  Documents  conoeming  the  law  suit  of  the  Classis  with 
Domine  Fyken,  1759. 

E.  Documents  concerning  the  doctrinal  dispute  between  two 
Church-helpers,  (godsdienstonderwyzen)  at  Amsterdam,  1767. 

F.  Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  in  the  case  of  a  certain 
small  book,  entitled,  "  The  Order  of  Salvation  ",  (Orde  des  Heils,) 
of  Domine  Kleman,  minister  at  Voorburg,  1775. 

G.  Documents  concerning  the  mission  of  Domine  Pierson,  an 
English  minister  at  Amsterdam,  in  1795. 

H.  Letters  and  Documents  concerning  the  suspension  of  Domine 
C.  J.  Beer,  at  Muiderberg ;  also  some  papers  relating  to  the  Church- 
building  there,  1686-7. 

I.  Divers  documents,  declarations,  letters,  etc,  etc,  concerning 
the  Holland  Reformed  Church  in  general,  and  the  congregations 
of  the  Classic  of  Amsterdam,  in  particular,  1796—99. 


DUTCH  AND  FRENCH  MINISTERS  AND  CHURCHES 

BEFORE  THE  YEAR  1700. 

Names  of  Ministers  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  Middle 
Colonies,  in  order  of  their  Arrival,  between  1628-1700. 

1.  Jonas  Johannes  Michaelius,  1628- ?     Returned  to  Holland. 

2.  Everardus  Wilhelmus  Bogardus,  1633-1647.     Died  on  voyage 

to  Holland. 

3.  Johannes  Megapolensis,  1642-1669.     Died  in  New  York. 

4.  Johannes  Backerus,  1647-1649.     Returned  to  Holland. 
6.  Wilhelmus  Grasmeer,  1651-1652.     Returned  to  Holland. 

6.  Samuel  Drisius,  1652-1673,     Died  in  New  York. 

7.  Gideon  Schaats,  1652-1694.     Died  in  Albany. 

8.  Johannes  Theodorus  Polhemus,  1654-1676.     Died  on  Long 

Island. 

9.  Casparus  Carpentier,  1657-1684.     Died  in  Delaware. 

10.  Everardus  Welius,  1657-1659.     Died  in  Delaware. 

11.  Michael  Zyperus  (Siperius,)  1659-1664.     Went  to  Virginia. 

12.  Hermanns  Blom,  1659-1667.     Returned  to  Holland. 
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13.  Henricus   Selyns,   1660-1664.     Returned  to  Holland.     See 

No.  23. 

14.  A^dins  Luyck,  1662-1672. 

16.  Wamerus  Hadson.     Died  on  passage  over,  1664. 

16.  Samuel  Megapolensis,  1664-1668.     Returned  to  Holland. 

17.  William  Van  Nieuwenhuysen,   1671-1681.     Died   in  New 

York. 

18.  Nicholas  Van  Rensselaer,  1675-1677.     Died  at  Albany,  1678. 

19.  Casparus  Van  Zuuren,  1677-1685.     Returned  to  Holland 

20.  Laurentius  Van  Gkssbeeck,  1678-1680.     Died  at  KingsttHL 

21.  Petrus    Tesschenmacker,    1675-1690.     lliCassacred    by    the 

Indians  at  Schenectady. 

22.  Johannes  Weeksteen,  1681-1687.     Died  at  Kingston. 

23.  Henricus   Selyns,    1682-1701.     Died   in   New   York.    See 

No.  13. 

24.  Pierre  Daille,   (French,)   1683-1696.     Removed  to  BoetoiL 

Died  1715. 

25.  Godfridus  Dellius,  1683-1699.     Returned  to  Holland. 

26.  Rudolphus  Van  Varick,  1685-1694.     Died  on  Long  Island. 

27.  Daniel  Bondet,  (French,)  1697-1722.    Died  at  New  Rochella 

28.  Laurentius  Van  den  Bosch,  (French,)  1686-1689.     Went  to 

Maryland. 

29.  David  Bon  Repos,   (French,)  1696-1734,     Died  on  Staten 

Island. 

30.  Pierre  Peiret,  (French,)  1688-1704.     Died  in  New  York. 

31.  Guilliam  Bertholf,  1693-1724.     Died  at  Hackensack,  N.  J. 

32.  Wilhelmus  Lupardus,  1695-1702.     Died  on  Long  Island 

33.  Johannes  Petrus  Nucella,  1695-1704.     Went  to  London. 

34.  Gualterus  DnBois.  1699-1751.     Died  in  New  York. 

35.  James   Laborei,    [Oxford,   Mass.    1699-1704;]    1704r-1734. 

Died  in  New  York. 
S6.  Johannes  Lydius,  1700-1709.     Died  in  Albany. 
37.  Bemardus  Freerman,  1700-1743.     Died  on  Long  Island. 
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List  of  the  Reformed  Churohbb,  in  the  Middle  Colonies 

Bbfobb  1700. 

1.  New  Amsterdam,  (New  York)  1628. 

2.  Fort  Orange  (Albany)  1642. 

3.  Bushwick,  L.  I.  1654. 

4.  Fatbush,  L.  I.  1664. 
6.  Flatlands,  L.  I.  1654. 

6.  New  Amstel,  Del.  1654. 

7.  Gravesend,  L.  I.  1655. 

8.  Kingston,  N.  Y.  1659. 

9.  Bergen,  N.  J.  1660. 

10.  Harlem,  N.  Y.  1660. 

11.  Stuyvesant's  Bouwerie,  1660. 

12.  Staten  Island,  1665. 

13.  Schenectady,  N.  Y.  1670. 

14.  New  Utrecht,  L.  I.  1677. 

15.  French  Eeformed,  New  York  City,  1683. 

16.  New  Paltz,  N.  Y.  1683. 

17.  Hackensack,  N.  J.  1686. 

18.  New  Eochelle,  N.  Y.  1688. 

19.  Port  Richmond,  S.  I.  1690. 

20.  Aquackanonck,  N.  J.  1693. 

21.  Tappan,  N.  Y.  1694. 

22.  Fordham,  N.  Y.  1696. 

23.  Tarrytown,  N.  Y.  1697. 

24.  Freehold,  N.  J.  1699. 

25.  Middletown,  N.  J.  1699. 

26.  Raritan,  N.  J.  1699. 

27.  Belleville,  N.  J.  1699. 

Also  St  Thomas,  West  Indies,  1660?;  Curacao,  etc 

Subscriptions  to  the  Doctrines  and  Order  of  the  Reformed  Church 
of  the  Netherlands,  chiefly  of  Ministers  who  came  to  America 
through  tlie  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

From  Vol.  45,  in  the  Archives  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  in  the 
New  Church.     The  dates  are  not  always  given. 
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Sfeoiksns. 

No.      1.  Johannes  Le  Maire — [The  first  signature,  1578  ?] 

No.    66.  Everhardus  Boghaerdus.     Sent  by  the  Classis  to  the 

Church  of  New  Netherland  (Gteeonden  van  Classb 
aende  Kercke  nae  Nieuw  Nederlandt)  July  15,  1632. 

No.    75.  Joh.  Th.  Polhemis,  V.  D.  M.  ad  Brasiliensis.     Actom 

6  Dea  ( ?)  1635. 

No.  124.  Casparus  de  Carpentier,  servant  of  the  Holy  Ghost  at 

Amsterdam,  Anno  1650,  19  April. 

No.  125.  Guielmus  Nieuwenhausen ;   called   as  minister   to  the 

Church  of  Christ  at  New  York,  16  March,  167L 
(Probably  the  item  about  New  York  was  added 
subsequently.) 

No.  183.  Gideon  Schaets^  called  as  minister  to  Bensselaerswy^ 

in  New  Netherland,  6  May,  1652. 

No.  159.  Everardus  Wilius,  (Welius),  called  as  minister  to  New 

Netherland  at  the  South  River, — (at  a  place)  named 
New  Amstel,  10  (30?)  April,  1657. 

No.  171.  Henricus  Selyns,  called  as  minister  to  Breuckelen,  in 

New  Netherland,  16  Feb.  1660. 

No.  172.  Hermanns  Blom,  minister  at  Esopus,  in  New  Nether- 
land, Feb.  16,  1660. 

No.  173.  John    Van    Nieuwenhuysen,    minister    at    Amsterdam, 

1660. 

No.  194.  Wamerus  Haszingh  (Hadson),  called  as  minister  to  New 

Netherland,  on  the  South  River,  26  Nov.  1663. 

No.  201.  Henricus  Selyns,  Church  of  Waverveen,  (in  Holland) 

Oct  11,  1666. 

No.  218.  Alexander  Hodges,  as  pastor  of  the  English  (at  Amster- 
dam) 1669,  Feb.  18. 

Xo.  252.  Casparus  Van  Zueren,   preacher  in  New   Netherland. 

(1677.) 

No.  260.  Laurentius  Van  Ga«Bbeeck,  minister  at  the  Esopus  in 

New  Netherland.     7  March,  1678. 
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'No.  277.  Johannes    Woacksteen.     May    5,    1681.     Lugduno-Ba- 

tavae.     [Ley  den.] 
No.  319.  Ernestus  De  Witte,  1689. 
No.  343.  Johannes  Petrus  Niicella :  called  as  minister  to  Kingston, 

in  New  Netherland.     Ordained  April  13,  1694. 
No.  347.  Eudolphus  Hnizinga,  minister  in  Guiana,  1694. 
No.  362.  Wilhelmus  Lnpardus ;  minister  in  New  Netherland,  Oct 

24,  1695. 
No.  353.  Christophorus  Nucella,  minister  in  Siiriname,  3  Sept. 

1696. 
No.  367.  Gualterus  Du  Bois,  called  as  minister  to  New  Tort 

(1699.) 

&c.  &c.  &c 

Some  names  of  American  ministers  are  not  found  herein. 
There  parties  went  from  other  Classis  to  America,  as  Michaelius 
from  the  Classis  of  Enkhuyzen;  Freerman  from  the  Classis  of 
Lingen  in  Gtermany,  etc  There  are  two  lists  of  signatures  gener- 
ally identical,  but  in  second  list  after  Casparus  Van  Zuuren,  occurs 
the  name  of  "(Jodfridus  Dellius,  minister  of  Albany,  in  America, 
20  July,  1682,^'  which  does  not  occur  in  first  list — ^probably 
through  some  neglect 

This  one  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  between  1758-1903,  licensed 
no  less  than  1900  persons  to  preach  the  Gk>spel,  and  ordained  to 
the  ministry  about  1800,  according  to  the  recently  published 
"Gtedenkboek  ",  or  Memorial  Volume  of  the  First  325  years  of 
her  history.  This  work  is  now  in  course  of  translation.  See 
Review  of  it,  in  Christian  Intelligencer,  Sept.  14,  1904.     E.  T.  C. 

Eably  Graduates  of  Hot j. and  Universities  Who  Came  to 

America. 

Album  Academiae  Groninganae,  Habens  Nomina  Studiosorum,* 
(Manibus    ipsorum    signata),    Coeptum    Anno    1*615    die   18  v 

Martii. 
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Specimens. 

Ministers  in  America. 

Matriculations  in  University  of  Ghroningen. 


IfATBICULATION. 

NAMB8. 

COUKTIT. 

8TUOT. 

1630, 

June 

1. 

Petrus  Teschenmacheroi. 

Elberfeldo-Mon- 

tanus. 

Theologiae. 

1 

1644, 

Feb. 

13. 

Petnis  TeschenmacheniB. 

Elberfeldensls. 

Phllosophlae. 

Gratis  In  gratlam  D.  F6rbe8j. 

profess.  Theol.  Abredonensls. 

1662, 

Apr. 

2. 

Petras  Tesiemaecker. 

Ultrajectensls. 

Pbllosophlae. 

1706. 

Nov. 

2. 

Petrus  Henrlcus  van  Drlessen. 

Coevordlenals. 

Hojus  Dn.  Patri  per  Pedellum  remisi  oblatum. 

1714, 

Aug. 

28. 

Reinhard  Erichson. 

Gronlnganus. 

L.  L. 

1717, 

Ifay 

18. 

Joannes  van  Drlessen. 

Monogbodamenals. 

Theologiae. 

1718, 

Sept. 

10. 

Hermannus  Meyer. 

Oldamptlnns. 

Theologiae. 

1724. 

Oct. 

4. 

Antonlus  Curtenios. 

DrenthlnuB. 

Theologiae. 

1732, 

Sept 

8. 

Bggo      Tonkena      Hoevenberg. 
Gratis. 

DrentlnuB. 

Theologiae. 

1735, 

Apr. 

6. 

Petrus  Henr.  Dorslus. 

MeursanuB. 

Theologiae. 

1747, 

Sept. 

6. 

Hermannus  Meijer. 

Bremensls. 

Theologiae. 

1749, 

Sept 

16. 

Cornells  Blauw. 

Alcmarlanus. 

PhlL  et  Utt 

1761. 

Sept. 

14. 

Isaac  RlJsdUk.     Gratis. 

Gronlnganus. 

A.  L.  ST. 

1763. 

Nov. 

3. 

Warmoldus  Kulper. 

Gr<»ilnganu8. 

Theologiae. 

1764. 

Oct 

11. 

B.  Weeterlo. 

Denekamp 

Translsllanns. 

Theologiae. 

1767. 

Sept 

6. 

Hermannus  Meier. 

Bremensls. 

Theologiae. 

1768. 

Oct 

11. 

Rudolphus  Rltsema. 

Amerlcanus. 

&c.  &c. 


&c. 


From  "Naamlljst  van  de  studenten  sedert  de  oprlgtlng  der  Hooge-scbool  te  Gronin- 
gen  Ingeschreven."  Or  **Ll8t  of  students  registered  In  the  High-school  at  Groningen 
alnce  Its  establishment"— 1615-1773. 


1!s'ames   of   Other   Early   Students   at   the   University  of 
Groningen  of  Possible  Interest  to  Americans. 

Specimens. 


JUATRICrLATION.  NAMES. 

1615,  May      2.  Rudolphus  Mlcbaells, 

1615,  Oct.     21.  G.  van  Dam, 

IC17,  May     17.  Phlllbertus  du  Bols,  Jr. 

1617,  Apr.      4.  Guinandus  Rutgerslus, 

1610.  Apr.    22.  Eggo  Tonckens, 

1620,  Aug.      4.  Joannes  Brouerus. 

1620,  Nov.    19.  Everhardus  Abelis, 

1621,  June    27.  Gerardus  Ilopperl, 

1621.  Ang.    27.  Joannes  Vorst, 

1622,  Sept.   25.  (Jnllhelmus  Marcelll, 


BESIDBNCa. 

Lehranus. 

Amersfortius. 

Haganus 

Batavus. 
Dordracenus,    Theol.    Profess,    io 
lllustrl  Schola  StelnfurtensL 


STCDT. 

Theologiae. 
L.  L.  Human- 
Itanun. 


Wlnschotanus. 
Zwollanus. 

Westerwoldensls. 
Gronlnganus. 
Frlslus  Or. 

Grethanus. 


Phllosophlae. 
Juris       Utrl- 

usque. 
Phllosophlae. 
Phil. 
Phil. 
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MATRICULATION.  NAMES. 

1622,  Sept  26.     Michael  Mlchaelis, 


1624,  Not. 
1626.  July 
1626,  Apr. 

1626,  Apr. 

1627.  Nov. 


1627, 
1628, 
1629, 
1629. 
1630, 
1630. 
1630. 
1633. 


Dec. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Apr. 
May 
Aug. 
Mar. 


4.  HermanuB  Beeckman, 
2.     OerharduB  Anthonides, 

28.  HenricuB  Raesreldt, 

29.  AntonluB  Potter, 

5.  Simon  Comeli  Pool, 

9.     Allardus  Poiman, 
21.     JacobuB  Dinclagius, 
28.     JohanneB  Nott, 
31.     Gualterus  van  der  Beec, 

21.  AbrahamuB  PutmannuB, 

22.  BemardnB  Beeckman, 
27.    LaurentiuB  BeckiuB, 
14.     Rutgerus  Putmannus. 

&c.  Ac. 


RESIDENCE. 

STUDY. 

Itsehoensis 

Holsatus. 

Oroninganus. 

Phil. 

Elburgensls. 

Theol. 

Zutphaniensis. 

Phil. 

Or<»inganu8. 

Phil. 

Amstelo- 

damenBis. 

Theol. 

Oroninganus. 

Phil. 

EmbdanuB. 

PhlL 

Hamm.  Westph. 

Med.  et  Phil 

Daventriensis. 

PhiU 

Gora-TubantuB. 

Theol. 

Oroninganus. 

Phil. 

Alceano-Palatinus. 

Jur. 

Gora-Tubantus. 

Theol. 

Ac. 


Album  Studiosorum  Academiae  Luoduxo-Batavae,  1575— 
1875.*  Or  General  Catalogue  of  the  UNiVEfRsiTY  of 
Leyden^  1575-1875. 

Names  of  Dutch  Ministers  in  America  before  1700,  who  matrica- 

lated  at  this  Institution. 


Specime(ns. 


MATBICDLATION. 

1600,  Sept  6. 

1020.  Sept.  23. 

1627,  June  17. 

1649.  Jan.  14. 

]b62,  June  4. 

1667,  Mar.  13. 

1668,  Oct.  10. 
1661,  Sept.  10. 

1661,  Nov.    14. 
1667,  Feb.     24. 


MAMBS. 

Joannes  Michaeli, 
Samuel  Drislus, 
Everardus  Bogardus, 
Samuel  Dries, 
Hermanns  Blom, 
Henricus  Selyns, 
Joannes  Weecsteen, 
Wllhelmus  a  Nieuwen- 

huysen, 
Samuel  Megapolensis, 
LaurentiuB  van  Gaasbeeck, 


1668,  Sept.     7.  Caspar  Van  Zueren, 

1669,  Apr.    24.  Petrus  Tessemaker, 

1670,  Nov.    19.  Nicolaus  van  Rentxelaer, 

1674.  Feb.    27.  Joannes  Weecsteen, 

1079,  Feb.    20.  Lauren tius  van  den  Bosch, 

1684,  Dec.      1.  Wllhelmus  Lupardus. 

1694,  Sept.  13.  Henricus  Beijs,  (Beys.) 

1701.  Aug.    27.  Henricus  BeiJs.  (Beys.) 

Ac.  Ac. 


BBSIOEKCa. 

[Hooranus?] 

Middelburgensls. 

Woerden. 

Anglus. 

Amstelodamensls. 

Amstelodamensls. 

Leidensis. 

Haarlemensis. 

Noorthollandus. 
Leidensis. 

GoudanuB. 
Batavia  Indus. 
Amstelodamensls, 
V.  D.  M. 

Hannovianus. 
Brielanus. 
Dordracenus. 
Dordracenus. 
Ac 


▲OS.      8TUDT. 

23.  Theologiae. 
20 

20.  Litterarum. 
46.  Medicinae. 

24.  Theologiae. 

21.  Theologiae. 
20.  Medicinae. 
16. 

20.  Medicinae. 

22.  Theologiae 

Cand. 
20.  Philosophlae. 

20.  Juris. 

20. 

30.  Theologiae. 

24.  Theologiae. 

18. 

21.  Theologiae 
27.  Medicinae. 


^Copy  purchased  for  Collegiate  Church,  New  York,   in  1^8.    Deposited  in  their 
Church  library.  Fifth  Avenue  and  Forty-eighth  street.  New  York.    B.  T.  C. 
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The  following  persons  of  the  name  of  Michaelius  (Michiels)  are 
found,  before  1650,  in  the  General  Catalogue  of  Leyden  Uni- 
versity.    (Album  Studiosorum  Academiae-Lugduno-Batavae). 


ICATBICULATION. 

NAMB. 

AOB. 

8MIDEKCB. 

STCVT. 

1581, 

Nov. 

15. 

NIcolaus  Micbaells, 

AlckmarlanuR, 

Tbeolo^e. 

1688, 

June 

19. 

Joannes  Micfuitiis, 

Antverpiensis, 

Litterarum. 

1595, 

Oct 

12. 

Michael  Michaells, 

Zutfatensis, 

Juris. 

1698, 

Sept 

2. 

Jacobaa  Mlchaellas, 

25, 

Danus, 

PbiloBopblacL 

1800, 

Sept 

8. 

JOANNES  MICHAELI,* 

28, 

[Hooranus?] 

Tbeolo^e. 

1602, 

Feb. 

20. 

Henrlctu  Micbaells, 

14. 

Leldensen, 

Litterarum. 

1802, 

May' 

4. 

Frandscas  Micbaeli, 

17, 

Genevensls, 

Litterarum. 

1802, 

May 

4. 

Marcos  Micbaeli, 

13, 

Oenevensis, 

Litterarum. 

1802, 

Oct 

80. 

Joanne*  MiolMeHa, 

14, 

Berckelgensls, 

PhiloBophlae. 

1811, 

Aug. 

12. 

Petras  Micbaells, 

20, 

Reglomontanus 

Borussus, 

Juris. 

1618, 

Jane 

28. 

Jastns  Micbaells, 

14. 

Bncbusanus, 

Juris. 

1019, 

July 

2. 

Cbristianus  Bficbaelis, 

18, 

Leidensls, 

Litterarum. 

1828, 

Apr. 

28. 

Joannes  MiohatMs, 

20, 

Daventriensis, 

Theolociae. 

1828, 

Jane 

28. 

Jacobus  Micbeli, 

22 

Genevensls, 

Tbeologlae. 

1824, 

Hay 

30. 

Micbael  Micbaells, 

2o! 

Holsatus, 

Juris. 

1829, 

May 

18. 

Gouswlnus  Bficbaells, 

20, 

Sosatensis  West 

falus. 

Juris. 

1880, 

Apr. 

80. 

Godfridus  Micbaells, 

20, 

Dordrecbtanus, 

Tbeolociae. 

1882, 

July 

20. 

Detmarus  Micbaells, 

20, 

Soustensis  Gennanus, 

Juris. 

1883, 

Mar. 

26. 

Joannes  Micha^us, 

19, 

Hooranus, 

Artlum  Lib- 
erallnm. 

1835, 

May 

8. 

Daniel  Micbaells, 

18, 

1838, 

Oct 

1. 

Florentius  Mlcbaelides, 

22, 

Zeeland 

Tbeologlae. 

1839, 

May 

17. 

Ludoricus  Micbaellus, 

24. 

Danus, 

Medicinae. 

1641, 

Nov. 

2. 

Joannes  MichaeMs, 

29, 

Stralsondensis 

Pomeranls. 

Juris. 

1841, 

Nov. 

19. 

Rbeinholdus  Micbaellus, 

23, 

Reglo  Montanus 

Borussus, 

Nobllis.   Pol. 

1843, 

Apr. 

28. 

Henrlcus  Micbaellus. 

22, 

Danus, 

Pbilompblae. 
et  Matbe- 
seoa. 

1643, 

Nov. 

30. 

Johannes  Michel, 

22, 

Borussus, 

Medicinae. 

^Tbis  is  the  one  said  to  be  the  same  as  our  Jonas  Michaelius  of  New  Amsterdam. 
His  name  sometimes  occurs  as  Jonas  Johannes  Michaelius.  His  home  Is  not  ^ven, 
but  was  probably  at  Hoom.  Joannes  Micbaells.  1583,  above,  is  possiblv,  and  prob- 
ably, bis  father;  and  Joannes  Micbaells.  1623,  bis  son.  The  Joannes  Michaella,  160S, 
is  the  cousin  of  Jonas,  or  Josnnes  of  1600.  See  Notes,  after  the  letter  of  1628.  Vol.  i, 
pp.  68-73,  among  the  documents ;  and  also  a  note  on  document  dated,  July  5,  163S. 
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At.bum  Studiosorl'm  Academiae  Rhexo-Trajectixae,  1638- 
1886.*  Or  General  Catalogite  of  the  Uxivebsity  of 
Utrecht,  1638-1886. 

Ministers    in    America,    before    1700,    graduates    of    Utrecht 

Universitv. 

Specimens. 


MATItlCULATION. 

NAMES. 

RESIDENCKS. 

1647. 

Hermannus  Blom. 

A  mstelodamensls. 

1650. 

Everbardns  Welius. 

Amstelodamensia  Batavua. 

1654.  Sept. 

Henrlcus  Selljns, 

AmstelodamenBis. 

1656,  Sept. 

Samael  Megapolengis. 

HoIIandui. 

1C63 

Samner  Megapolensls, 

Noortbollandus. 

1666. 

Radolpbus  a  Varlck. 

Rhenenaia. 

1671, 

Petnis  Math.  Teasemaecker, 

Batarlae  Indaa. 

Other  graduates  from  Utrecht  University,  before 
1700,  possibly  connected  with  American  ministers. 


MABTIOULATTON. 
1646. 

1652. 

1654.  Maj. 

1655. 

1655. 

1656. 

1656. 

1656. 

1694. 

1697. 

1697. 

1697. 


NAMES. 

Jacobus  Delliua. 
Tlenricas  Carpentler, 
Petnia  de  Carpentler. 
Isaacus  Lydina.  Lncae.F.. 
Petraa  de  Peyater, 
Joannes  Scbnlenis.  [Scbuyler]. 
Rndolphna  Lydius. 
Joannea  de  Carpentler. 
Arend  Boeland  de  Carpentler. 
Adrian  Blom, 
Isaacua  Nacella, 
Klllan  van  Rensselaer. 


RBSIDENCES. 

Wesoplensls. 

Parlslensls. 

LondlnenKln. 

Amstelodamensls. 

Harlemensls. 

Amstelodamensls. 

Frlslus. 

Dordrecenus. 

Dordr.  BataTus. 

Amstelo-Bataras. 

Malhemlo-Montanus. 

Vljanensls. 


*Copy  purchased  for  Colle^ate  Church.  New  York,  1898.    Deposited  In  their  Church 
Library.    B.  T.  C] 


